—

In memory of  [lelen & Sig

Wrangell, Alaska
August 6,2020

lIIIIIIIIEEll

3
L,

'IIIEl

Volume 118, Number 32

rﬁﬂ [C,,“K"'v*" N

'y .u

Drone footage of the Gathering of the Fleet, July 29, in memory of Sig and Helen Decker.
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Communlty comes together in memory of Deckers

Friends of Sig
and Helen
Decker holding
candles in their
memory. Pic-
tured here
(right to left)
are Anna Allen,
Ashley Olson,
Kaylyn East-
erly, Ashley
Allen, Makena
Hammer, and
Jamie Early.
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Sig and Helen Decker, 21-years-old and 19-years-old, passed away in a car accident last week. A cel-
ebration of life was held at the Wrangell Mariners’ Memorial for them on Aug. 1.

By CALEB VIERKANT
Sentinel writer

Last week, four people died
in a car wreck in Petersburg.
Among them were two
Wrangellites, Siguard and
Helen Decker, 21-years-old
and 19-years-old. Their deaths
shook the community, which
has come together in a variety
of ways to express their grief
and support for the Decker
family.

A GoFundMe page was put
together by the United Fisher-
men of Alaska, to raise money
in their memory. As of Tues-
day morning, Aug. 4, $161,273
has been raised.

“The initial $10,000 in funds
raised will go towards funeral
costs and related expenses,”
the GoFundMe page reads.
“We are looking to raise
$50,000 to fund the rest of the
brand new Wrangell Mariner’s
Memorial where Helen and
Sig will be the first names on
the wall. Additional funds
raised after that will be used to
start a Memorial Scholarship
Fund in honor of Helen and
Sig Decker.”

Wrangell resident Lucy
Robinson also organized a
Meal Train for Gig and Julie
Decker, Sig and Helen's par-
ents. Support was also offered
for the wider public, as well.
Wrangell residents Addy Esco
and Laurie Hagelmen sta-
tioned themselves at the mid-
dle school for several
afternoons in a row to make
themselves available for any-
one who needed someone to

talk to or a shoulder to cry on.

A Gathering of the
Fleet was held on the evening
of July 29. Approximately 50
vessels congregated off of
City Dock in memory of Sig
and Helen, who were active
members of the fishing com-
munity. They were joined by
many members of the public
who stood on the dock itself.
As the sun set, candles were
lit, flares were shot off, and
flowers were thrown into the
water. On some boats, people
sang.

The Mariners’” Memorial
lighthouse was lit for the very
first time in honor of Sig and
Helen, too, on the evening of
July 29.

“Although there is still
plenty of work to accomplish
at the site, we light it today in
honor of Sig and Helen, all the
Decker’s work and other
hands that have helped go into
this project, our progress thus
far, and as a next step forward
to serve as a place of remem-
brance,” Jenn Miller-Yancey,
with the Mariners” Memorial
Board, wrote on Facebook.
“We would like it to stay lit
from this day on.”

The community gathered
again on Aug. 1, for a celebra-
tion of life. The friends and
family of Sig and Helen, along
with many other Wrangell res-
idents, gathered in front of the
Mariners” Memorial at Her-
itage Harbor. For those who
could not attend in person, the
Wrangell ~ School  District

Continued on page 8
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Mask mandate discussed in assembly meeting

By CALEB VIERKANT
Sentinel writer

The Wrangell Borough As-
sembly held a special meeting

Birthdays & Anniversaries

The Sentinel extends its best wishes to the persons listed on
the Wrangell Chamber of Commerce Community Scholarship
Birthday Calendar.

Thursday, August 6: Kendyl Appleman, Tony Massin,
Taffy. Friday, August 7: Mason Baremore, Rosemary
Rooney, Courtney Haggard, Charlee Seimears, Daren
Wickman, Dana Van Slyke, Rosemary Jane Rooney. Sat-
urday, August 8: Brian McCloskey, Dixie Booker, Lurine
McGee, Rick Wiederspohn, Karl Kohrt. Anniversary: Jeff
Brown & Jen Banks, Harley & Lana Johnson. Sunday, Au-
gust 9: Chase Good. Anniversary: August & Loretta Schultz,
Adam & Melinda Messmer. Monday, August 10: “Charlie”,
Jason Gadd, Katie Brock, “Sniffer” Torvend, Debbie Math-
ews. Anniversary: Dick & Mary Edgley. Tuesday, August 11:
Teslin Smith, James Stough, Sr.,, Christopher Mork, Ed
Kalkins, Jr. Wednesday, August 12: Lauran Woolery, Re-
bekah Anderson, Silje Morse, Wayne Harding. Anniversary:
Steve & Shannon Chrisman, Eric & Darian Gerald. Thurs-
day, August 13: Erik Keene Kohrt, Chris Byford, Kyle Hom-
mel, Rachel Harris, Sean Kaer, Shawna Strain, Heidi
Villarma.

If you would like to add a birthday or anniversary at
no charge please call the Sentinel at 874-2301.

Senior Center Meals Menu
Delivery Only

Friday, August 7
Taco Salad, Orange Slices and Chips
Monday, August 10
Chicken & Peach Saute, Peas & Carrot, Apple Cabbage
Salad & Pasta
Tuesday, August 11
Beef Vegetable Soup, Peach Cottage Cheese & Crackers
Wednesday, August 12
Rock Fish, Spinach, Fruit Slaw & Rice
Thursday, August 13
Dutch Beef & Cabbage, Carrot & Raisin Salad, Bread

Please call Wrangell Senior Center
at 874-2066 by 10 a.m. for delivery.
Senior van also available to transport seniors to medical
appointments reasonable errands like collecting mail, getting
prescriptions at pharmacies or other essential need items.

FERRY

Northbound Southbound

Sunday, August 9 Wednesday, August 12
Matanuska 05:15 p.m Matanuska 08:00 a.m.
Sunday, August 16 Wednesday, August 19
Matanuska 06:00 p.m. Matanuska 07:15 a.m.
Sunday, August 23 Wednesday, August 26
Matanuska 4:45 p.m. Matanuska 8:30 a.m.
Sunday, August 30 Wednesday, September 2
Matanuska 6:45 p.m. Matanuska 7:00 a.m.

Call 874-2021 for information or call 874-3711
or Toll Free 800-642-0066 for recorded information.

TIDES
-7 August 6 - August 13

High Tides Low Tides

AM PM AM PM
Time Ft Time Ft Time Ft Time Ft
August 06 03:05 16.5 03:51 153 09:19 -09 09:28 2.8
August 07 03:41 15.6 04:22 15.0 09:50 0.0 10:05 3.0
August 08 04:16 14.6 0454 146 1021 1.0 10:45 3.2
August 09 04:55 13.5 05:28 14.2 10:50 2.0 11:29 34
August10 05:39 124 06:09 13.8 11:33 3.1 ... ..
August11 06:37 114 07:00 13.5 00:20 3.6 12:18 4.2
August12 07:56 10.7 08:04 13.4 01:22 3.6 01:13 5.1
August13 09:21 108 09:11 13.7 02:33 3.3 02:22 5.7

Tuesday, Aug. 4. The only item
on the agenda that evening
was a discussion of a potential
mandate requiring the public
wear face masks. No formal
action was taken in the meet-
ing, as this was only a discus-
sion item. The general
consensus among the assem-
bly was, while they strongly
recommend and encourage the
public to wear masks, they do

not want to go all the way to
mandating it.

This discussion  was
brought up at the request of
the Emergency Operations
Center, according to Borough
Manager Lisa Von Bargen. As
the state is seeing increasing
numbers of COVID-19 cases,
as is Wrangell locally, they felt
that it was important to bring
up the subject of a mask man-

date. Alaska has faced COVID-
19 for 147 days as of Aug. 4, ac-
cording to Dorianne Sprehe
with the EOC, and there was
no end in sight. She also said
that state case numbers are at
4,125 cases as of the meeting’s
date. Locally, Wrangell cur-
rently has six active cases, and
has seen a total of 15 cases.
Nine of these were Wrangell

Continued on page 3

Wrangell Roundup:

Special Events

Jury duty for August. You will be receiving notices in the mail in the next few weeks. Court

number: (907) 874-2311.

Anyone doing business at the Wrangell Court are required to wear a mask unless under 2 years
of age or exempted for medical reasons. This is effective until further notice. All hearings are being
conducted telephonically until further notice. Contact the court for the call-in number at (907) 874-

2311.

Continuing Events

AA Meetings: North Star Group Meeting Tuesdays and Fridays 7 - 8 p.m at St. Philips Episcopal
Church.
In the Sentinel 100, 75, 50 and 25 years ago.
August 5, 1920 accompanied on the climbs by Choctaw Indian from
The Wilson & Sylvester mill, his wife, “was a success. Oklahoma has lived in
located in the heart of the Except for two days of bad Wrangell for 15 years,

Tongass forest reserve at
Wrangell, has secured from the
department the largest cutting
right ever given an Alaskan
sawmill concern. The cutting
right will allow the big
Wrangell Narrows concern to
expand for the export trade,
which has been the ambition of
Alaska sawmill men for years.
The Wilson & Sylvester Mill
company is the pioneer
lumber concern of Alaska.
Starting over 20 years ago the
mill continued wuntil the
death of the originators, when
it was for several years the
cause of expensive litigation in
connection with the closing up
of estates. Eventually the mill
burned and new people
secured a controlling
interest. During the past two
years the mill has been run to
its  full  capacity, and
enjoys an excellent
reputation along the coast of
Alaska.

August 10, 1945
Earl West, pioneer back-
channel farmer and well

known humorist, was in town
this week on his annual visit.
He came in one day and left
the following afternoon,
declaring “this city life was too
much of a strain.” West has
written ~many  humorous
poems and songs during his 40
or so years as a resident of this
area, many of which have been
published in the Sentinel.

August 6, 1970

Seven British Columbian
mountaineers were back in
Wrangell this week after
scaling eight peaks on the
mainland, including Devil's
Thumb and Kate’s Needle.
The expedition,” said Martin
Kafer, 43 , who was

weather at first, the weather
was ideal. We accomplished
pretty much what we set out to
do.” Kafer said the expedition
split up to conquer as many
peaks as possible during their
two-week schedule. They were
flown to Shake’s Lake by
floatplane pilot Chuck Traylor
and Traylor later supplied
their base camp at the
confluence of Shakes, Le Conte
and Patterson glaciers with an
air drop. Kafer said the
assaults on the summits of
Kate’s Needle and Devil's
Thumb went well. Both
mountains had been climbed
before but the Canadian
expedition this time found a
new route (the south ridge) up
Kate’s Needle, Kafer said. Mrs.
Kafer, an experienced climber,
said the sun shone hot during
much of the climbing.

August 10, 1995

Artistic Basketry of Faye
Kohrt is on display at the
Shoppe, one of the “Windows
of Wrangell” displays. Kohrt, a

beginning to weave baskets in
1988. She considers basketry
her sole occupation, but
fortunately  for  aspiring
artisans, she does find time to
teach others to weave.
Other artists and crafts
practitioners on display in the
program are at the following
locations: textiles by Kathy St.
Clair at Tearesa’s, watercolors
by Brenda Schwartz at
Wrangell Drug, textiles by
Paula Rak at Wrangell
Drug, pen and ink illustrations
by Linda  Churchill at
Benjamin’s, photography by
LaDonna Ollivant at City
Market, oil painting by Joyce
Phillips at Diamond C,
woodworking by Bill King at
Angerman’s Special Tees,
pottery by Ira Merrill at
Angerman’s, stained glass by
Chuck Larson at Harding's
Sourdough Lodge, jewelry by
Cindy Sweat at GTE, paintings
by Charlotte Highbargain at
the Dockside and bronze
sculpture by Cindy Martin at
Ullmaag.
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Wrangell

Weather

Date High Low

July 27 62 53
July 28 65 51
July 29 70 48
July 30 75 53
July 31 82 55
Aug.1 66 60
Aug.2 61 55
Aug. 3 61 55
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Daylight
Hours

Aug.6 5:0la 8:45p 15:44h
Aug.7 5:03a 8:43p 15:40h
Aug.8 5:05a 841p 15:36h
Aug.9 5:07a 8:38p 15:31h
Aug.10 5:09a 8:36p 15:27h
Aug.11 5:11a 8:34p 15:23h
Aug.12 5:13a 8:32p 15:15h
Aug.13 5:15a 8:29p 15:14h
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Police
report

July 27

Agency  Assist:
Trooper

Fireworks Complaint

Wildlife

July 28

Agency Assist: Petersburg
PD

Vandalism

Dangerous Play

Agency Assist: Telephone

Subpoena Service

July 29

Abandoned Vehicle
Citizen Assist
Theft

Subpoena Service

July 30

Summons Served
Traffic Stop

Criminal Mischief

Two Subpoenas Served
DVO Violation
Stranded Motorist
Citizen Report DUI
Hazardous Play
Suicidal Person

July 31
Agency Assist: USFS
Paper Service: DVO

Traffic Stop

Traffic Stop Citation for
speeding issued to Steven
Marshall, 61

Motor vehicle accident:
Zarembo

Assault

Agency Assist: Line Crew

August1

Two Disturbance Calls
Reckless Driving
Parking Complaint
Threats

Trespass

Noise Complaint

August 2

Citizen Report: DUI
Traffic Stop

Suspicious Circumstance

During this reporting period
there were six Agency Assist
calls from the Hoonah Police
Department and two EMS
Calls.

Assembly

Continued from page 2
locals, while the other six are non-locals.

“The science says if we wear a mask,
or a cloth face covering, we will reduce
the transmission of droplets shared
from one person to another, and there-
fore reduce the spread that may come
from a person’s nose and mouth,”
Sprehe said.

Several of the questions asked by as-
sembly members in this meeting re-
volved around what other communities
have done regarding face masks. As-
sembly Member David Powell asked if
the nearby city of Petersburg had at-
tempted a mask mandate in the past, or
something similar to it. They did pass a
mask mandate in April, according to
Jamie Roberts with the EOC. However,
they let the mandate expire in May. It
was too divisive amongst the commu-
nity, she said.

Assembly Member Anne Morrison
wanted to know what other
communities had mask mandates in
place, and how effective they were.
Roberts said that data on the
effectiveness of mask mandates was
limited, but she said several cities in
Alaska had mandates in place. She
listed Cordova, Dillingham, and
Seward as cities with mandates that
were a similar size to Wrangell. Von Bar-
gen added that, according to her sister
in the city of Valdez, there was a man-
date in place too, but its impact was lim-

ited. Some people do wear masks, and
others don't.

There was also a question of enforce-
ment. Assembly members were not sure
how they could enforce a requirement
for the public to wear masks. Sprehe
said that in Juneau, there is a $25 fine for
not wearing a mask, and in Dillingham
the fine can range from $100 to $1,000.
She also said that Alaska Airlines has a
policy of denying service to passengers
who refuse to wear masks. However, the
idea of enforcing a mask mandate in
Wrangell was not an immediate priority,
according to Von Bargen.

“T know we, at the EOC, have dis-
cussed, right now that if something
moves forward we’d like to ask that a
mandate be put in place but that there
be no fine or enforcement in place right
now, that it just be a definitive statement
about wearing masks in the commu-
nity,” she said.

The discussion continued for some
time, but several assembly members
stated that they did not feel a full man-
date requiring the public wear masks
was appropriate at this time.

“I wear a mask whenever I go into
the post office, into grocery stores, into
any of the businesses, and that's my
choice and I think it’s a smart choice,”
Morrison said. “Forcing that on other
people, I sincerely believe, is up to the
individual businesses. That’s their
choice. If they don’t want to have folks

in their businesses that are not wearing
masks, then they need to be responsible
for that. On the other hand, people that
want to go into those stores to purchase
groceries, or whatever, they also need to
be responsible citizens.”

Several assembly members echoed
similar opinions to Morrison’s. The idea
of a mask mandate was unpopular with
some listening members of the public,
as well. During the persons to be heard
portion of the meeting, Wrangell resi-
dent Mike Lockabey stated his opposi-
tion to any mask mandate. He
supported common sense provisions to
combat COVID-19, he said, but he felt
that this would be a step too far. Wear-
ing a mask should be a personal choice,
he said, not something the city should
require.

Other discussion points in the meet-
ing included whether Wrangell could
receive more face masks for distribution
from the state, the differences between
a person self-isolating and quarantining,
and other ways the city can encourage
people to wear masks.

At the conclusion of the meeting, the
assembly decided to ask city adminis-
tration to draft a resolution encouraging
the public to wear a mask, to be consid-
ered in their next meeting. They did not
want to require wearing masks at this
time, but they wanted to make sure the
community knew the city’s stance in
favor of them.

Three new COVID-19 cases, 15 total

By CALEB VIERKANT
Sentinel writer

Three new cases of COVID-
19 were recently announced by
city officials, bringing the total
number of cases Wrangell has
seen up to 15. Of these, six
cases are considered active as
of Aug. 3. The other nine are
considered recovered. Accord-
ing to the city press release,
nine cases are Wrangell locals,
while the other six are non-lo-
cals.

The first of these most re-
cent cases was announced on
Friday, July 31. This was fol-
lowed by two other cases that
were announced on Aug. 1. All
three cases were found in local
residents. According to press
releases from the city, all three

BECKER
fxr HOUSE .. -

ALASKANS FIRST
2020

Committed to fighting for:

v Life

¥ Justice

v Economic Development
v Balanced Budget

v Improved Education

I'Il be in Wrangell August 13.14, Let's talk about solutions for Alaska!

Call/text: (907) 204-0869

Emall: contact@LleslieBeckerAlaska.com

Paid for by Becker for House. 2417 Tongass Ave #111-394, Ketchikan, AX 99901

cases have also been deter-
mined as close contacts of a
previous case.

“Due to the identification of
community transmission, and
to reduce the spread of
COVID-19, health officials and
the local EOC are reinforcing
the importance of practicing

social distancing, wearing a
mask or face covering when in
public spaces, frequent hand
washing and staying home
when sick,” an Aug. 1 press re-
lease reads.

The public is encouraged to
take precautionary measures
to stay healthy. These include

washing one’s hands, covering
one’s nose and mouth when
sneezing or coughing, regu-
larly  cleaning frequently
touched surfaces, wearing a
mask when out in public, so-
cial distancing, and monitor-
ing one’s own health and the
health of household members.

Your Health, Your Way

Connecting with your doctor has never been easier!

Your care is personal, and how you receive it should be, too.
It’s important to us that you feel safe and confident in the way
you receive your healthcare — especially right now.

That's why we are offering appointments by video and in person
for Primary Care, Behavioral Health, Specialty Care and more.

Visit searhc.org to book an appointment today!

Primary Care

Behavioral Health

& SEARHC | heaithy is here.
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Obituary: Hollis Ellis Hayes, 47

Hollis Ellis Hayes, 47, died on
July 18, 2020, in Ketchikan,
Alaska.

He was born on Sept. 26,
1972, in Wrangell, Alaska.

He attended  Wrangell
Elementary School, Wrangell
High School, Ketchikan High
School and Juneau-Douglas
High School.

Hayes resided in Wrangell
until 1989, when he relocated to
Ketchikan. In 1990, he moved to
Juneau for a few years before
moving back to Wrangell. He
then moved back to Ketchikan.

He worked as a cook at
Godfather’s Pizza in the late
1990s before working for 15
years as a cook at Annabelle’s
Famous Keg and Chowder
House.

Hollis Ellis Hayes

“Hollis was born with a
fishing pole in his hand and a
pencil in his pocket,” his family
writes. “He loved camping and
spending time with his family.
Hollis loved being outdoors or
tucked away drawing.”

He is preceded in death by

his grandparents, Mike and
Alice Hayes; grandmother, Jane

Max; grandfather, Kennith
Morfeld; and wuncle, Allen
Hayes.

He is survived by his father;
Lansing E. Hayes; mother and
stepfather, Mallory and James
Hughes; sisters, Neicy Hayes
and Zell Gadd; brother, Saffron
(Tracey)  Hayes;  stepson,
Thomas Smith; nephews, Travis
Hayes and Skylar Hayes; nieces,
Teiara Hayes, CharlaMay
Hendren and Isla Hayes; uncles,
Robert (Rynda) Hayes, Roy
(Carol) Hayes, Bud Baker; James
(Vickie) Baker; and many
cousins and his 2-11 family.

A celebration of life was held
on Aug. 1 at Ward Lake in
Ketchikan.

Letters to the Editor

To the Editor:

I am appalled by what was displayed
on the front page of Thursday Aug. 3rd
newspaper. I understand that some see this as
a news article, but for those who have loved the
people in that horrific crash have some
compassion, decency, and respect for those
grieving such a terrible loss. A smaller blurp
toward the back of the paper would have
sufficed.

Ava Hay

To the Editor:

This letter is voicing my concern about
having the fireworks up in the ballpark area.
This is right across from the Senior Apartment
and next to Wrangell Long Term Care facility in
Wrangell. This is not a good idea.

I was in Vietnam. The noise was horribly
loud. A lot of us suffered concussions from it.
This is also a reason for osteoarthritis which I
have. I sincerely hope this doesn’t affect the
people in Long Term Care or the Senior

Apartments.

During this time of the year, the birds, deer,
and other wildlife are having their young. Little
birds sitting on the side of their nests trying to
learn to fly are either blown off the nest or get a
concussion strong enough to end their life.
Their parents are more than likely scared off
and dont come back to care for their young.
There are also ptarmigan and owl nests around
this whole area.

I had seen two deer have their fawns. This
morning after fireworks, one doe was running
around bumping into trees. She was obviously
shell shocked. No little ones in sight. I can only
imagine what these little animals went through
the night of July 3rd.

I was told there was a barge offered
from Ketchikan. It is my suggestion we utilize
the barge next year and be proactive
in our senior’s well-being. Also that we show
some compassion for our wildlife. Our pets
included.

Tom Carlstrom

New Facebook page for the Wrangell Sentinel

By CALEB VIERKANT
Sentinel writer

A new Facebook page has
been created for the Wrangell
Sentinel, the oldest
continuously published news-
paper in Alaska. Around mid-
June, the Sentinel’s Facebook
page became “unpublished”
for reasons that are unclear to
staff members. A notice from
Facebook stated that
recent activity on the page did
not follow Facebook Page Poli-
cies. However, multiple at-
tempts to contact Facebook for
further information and to re-
publish the page were unsuc-
cessful. As such, a new
Facebook page has been cre-
ated.

The public is encouraged to

like and follow the new page,
“Wrangell Sentinel,” for the

Petersburg Wrangell Insurance Center
907-874-2359 Q@»D

We provide a full range of insurance services:
Life, hospitalization, homeowners, auto, renters,
boat and more.

latest news and updates
around Wrangell.

ComMmmMUNITY LOAN CLOSET

DURABLE MEDICAL EQUIPMENT

Contact WMC

874-7000

for Hospice Loan

Closet volunteer

Alistate.

Wonsw o gt Sandn

Editorial

Accident was newsworthy
by Ron Loesch, Publisher

We’ve had phone calls from a handful of people about our
use of the photo and page one coverage of last week’s fatal
Mitkof Highway crash. It saddens us to have to report on such
a tragedy that impacts the lives of so many in both Wrangell
and Petersburg.

We don’t take pleasure in covering such stories. It wasn’t
covered to sell newspapers. We covered the story because it
is our job to provide information about a tragic event that
struck close to home. We placed it on page one because it was
the most important story of the week.

The accident was covered for one reason — it was news-
worthy.

What makes it newsworthy?

The severity of the accident alone gave it news value. The
fact that it resulted in the death of four individuals who were
crewmembers aboard a local boat added to the public inter-
est.

The story involved local people driving on a local road.
The more local the incident, the more impact it has on read-
ers.

Publication of the story also serves to reduce rumors. Al-
ready this week the sister of Ian Martin reports, “There have
been many extremely vicious allegations against my brother
in the past week that he was the driver of the vehicle.” She re-
quested that new information on the driver be followed up
and reported.

Part of the story showed the difficult work of our first re-
sponders. Their work to remove the victims from the crash
site was truly heroic, given the severity of the crash and its lo-
cation at the bottom of a steep slope. The list of persons that
assisted State Troopers continues to expand.

Finally, the photo alone demonstrated the severity of the
crash, in a way that words could not. It was not what we con-
sidered a sensational image. We hope the story and image will
serve as a teachable moment for many. The involvement of al-
cohol as contributing to the cause of the crash will be a factor
as the investigation continues.

Very likely, coverage will be ongoing as new information
comes to light. We will cover the stories with compassion
while providing comprehensive and complete reporting. De-
spite criticism, we cannot side step our responsibly as a pro-
fessional news gathering organization of both communities.

#32, The Nolan Center Theater
presents:

~ Double Feature ~

Tha tede ol borror That Luept Lamaricn
IS e

THE SHINING
Sunday, Aug. 9th,
4:00 pm,

Rated R ¢ 2hrs 20 min

Drama, Horror

DOCTOR SLEEP
Sunday, Aug. 9th,
7:00 pm,

Rated R ¢ 2hrs 30 min

Drama, Fantasy, Horror

***FREE***

Concessions will be open!

Oldest continuously published
paper in Alaska

WRANGELL SEN;(NEL

ESTABLISHED NOVEMBER 20, 1902

Published Weekly By: Pilot Publishing, Inc.
, PO Box 930 e Petersburg, Alaska 99833

207 North Nordic Dr.
Phone 907-772-9393 ¢ Fax 907-772-4871

POSTMASTER: send address changes to Wrangell
Sentinel, P.O. Box 798, Wrangell, AK 99929

Sentinel Staff:

Subscription Rates

Co Publishers .......... Ron & Anne Loesch  Single Copy...........ccevenee... $1.50
News Editors.................... Caleb Vierkant  Local.........ccoovveviveiiieinnn.., $46
............................................. Brian Varela Other Alaska......................$62
Front Office ........cccceee.. Trisha Schwartz  2n(d class/Lower 48 & HI....... $70
Production .................es Ola Richards  First Class........oooveeineei $102

The Wrangell Sentinel (USPS - 626480) is published every Thursday. Periodicals mail postage paid at Wrangell,
Alaska 99929. Offices at 205 Front St., Wrangell, Alaska 99929; phone 907-874-2301; Fax 907-874-2303; email

© Copyright 2020

wrgsent@gmail.com; website: www.wrangellsentinel.com




August 6,2020 WRANGELL SENTINEL - Page 5

A look at the school district’s SMART Start plan

By CALEB VIERKANT
Sentinel writer

The Wrangell Public School District re-
cently published their SMART Start plan
for next year. These are the guidelines the
schools will be following to mitigate the
risk of COVID-19 spreading amongst the
student body and school staff. The plans
differ school-to-school, and can also
change depending on the level of risk of
COVID-19.

Stikine Middle School and Wrangell
High School will begin the year at
“medium risk,” according to the plan.
This will have a regular seven-period day
Monday through Thursday, with in-class
instruction. Buses will drop off students at
7:55 a.m. and take them back home at 3:55
p.m., but students will be encouraged to
walk or get rides from their parents.

Fridays will be half-days, according to
the plan. The first half of that day teachers
will “develop and educate students about
online procedures, protocols, etc.” The
second half of the day teachers will de-
velop online instruction further, work
one-on-one with students, and communi-
cate with parents. Other online options
will be available on a case-by-case basis.
The second half of Fridays will also be
used for deep cleaning of the schools.
Masks will be mandated when students
are less than six feet from each other, and
students will also be encouraged to so-
cially distance and wash their hands at the
beginning of each class.

Depending on how the COVID-19
pandemic goes, the schools will change to
their “low risk” or “high risk” plans. Low
risk cannot be enacted any sooner than
the beginning of the second semester, ac-
cording to the plan. This will have the
same basic schedule as the medium risk
plan, but will have less sanitation, mask
wearing, and social distancing mandates.
If there is a high risk scenario, all in-class
instruction will cease and students will
continue learning through online educa-
tion.

The SMART Start plan for Evergreen
Elementary is different from the second-

Thunder and lightning bolts

A thunderstorm passed over Wrangell last Saturday evening, Aug. 1. While Southeast Alaska sees rain rather fre-
quently, thunder and lightning are less common. Many people sat outside or near their windows to watch the storm.
Pictured here is a lightning strike, captured by Aleisha Mollen.

&

PHOTO COURTESY OF ALEISHA MOLLEN

ary schools” plan. The low risk plan will
have instruction in the building, with an
8 a.m. bus arrival and 3 p.m. departure.
Physical distancing guidelines are set at
6-feet, and masks are recommended.
Hand washing will also be encouraged
upon entering or exiting learning spaces.
Learning spaces will be cleaned between
learning groups, and the whole school

will be cleaned on Friday afternoons.
Medium risk follows similar protocols,
but half of the student body will be learn-
ing in the building while the other half
will receive distance learning. Masks will
also be required unless in a “mask free
area.” Cleaning will also become more
frequent. In a high risk scenario, educa-
tion will all be through distance learning.

Superintendent Debbe Lancaster ex-
plained that the starting risk level for the
elementary school will be determined
closer to the year’s start date. All schools
have the option to start at medium risk or
at high risk, she said, but not at low risk.

The complete SMART Start plans can
be found on the district website,
www.wpsd.us.

School board approves

£

Start Steppiﬁg
Southeast

A 29-Day Walking Challenge from SEARHC
(August 3-31)

SEARHC invites Southeast Alaska residents to participate in Start Stepping Southeast,
a walking challenge that is good for the body and the mind, and open to people of
all ages and abilities. Participants who turn in a2 weekly steps log will be entered into
a raffle to win weekly $50 gift cards to local businesses or a Fitbit.

Please maintain 6 feet distance from non-household members and follow CDC social

distancing and public health guidelines.

To sign up and access step trackers, visit searhc.
org/startstepping or scan the QR code using your
smartphone camera app.

#SEARHC

healthy is here.

calendar for new year

By CALEB VIERKANT
Sentinel writer

The Wrangell School board
unanimously approved of a
new calendar for the next
school year, during a special
meeting on Aug. 3. The primary
difference between this new
calendar and last year is a later
start date.

The 2020-2021 school calen-
dar will have students’ first day
of school on Sept. 8. Last year’s
calendar had students return-
ing to class on Aug. 27, 2019.

Call Ottesen’s True
Value Hardware for
all your building &
special order needs.
Featuring:
Atrium Windows,
Snap-Loc Roofing,
Treated &
Untreated Wood

Phone 874-3377
Fax 874-3549

e-mail: ottesenstruevalue@ak .net

Ottesen’s | o

BEMIND EVERY
PROJECTIS A

Truel/alue

The extra days before students
begin the year will be inservice
days and teacher work days, ac-
cording to the calendar, fol-
lowed by Labor Day on
Monday, Sept. 7.

“The extra time between Au-
gust 27 and the start date will
be devoted to professional de-
velopment training for staff in
response to our COVID-19 mit-
igation planning,” reads a post
on the Wrangell Public Schools
Facebook page.

Once the year starts, there
are no scheduled breaks until
Thanksgiving on Nov. 26 and
27. Winter vacation will be from
Dec. 21 to 31. Graduation is
scheduled for May 21, 2021,
and the last day of school for
students will be May 27, 2021.

A copy of the new calendar
can be found on the district’s
website, www.wpsd.us.
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Classified/Legals

City & Borough of Wrangell
NOTICE INVITING BIDS
TOUCHLESS PLUMBING FIXTURES

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT the City and Borough
of Wrangell, Alaska will receive sealed bids for the construction
of the Touchless Plumbing Fixtures project in the office of the
Borough Clerk until 2:30 PM prevailing time on August 19,
2020. The full solicitation package may be obtained at the
Borough Clerk’s Office, 205 Brueger Street, Wrangell, Alaska
99929, and it may also be downloaded from the City and
Borough of Wrangell’s website (www.wrangell.com) under the
Bids and RFP section.

City and Borough of Wrangell
Lisa Von Bargen, Borough Manager
Publish: July 30, August 6, and 13, 2020

City & Borough of Wrangell, Alaska
PUBLIC NOTICE

The Work Session & Regular Borough Assembly meeting that
was scheduled for July 28,2020 was noticed as being “canceled”.
However, instead of canceling the meeting, it has been
rescheduled for Tuesday, August 11, 2020 at 6:00 p.m.

Kim Lane, MMC, Borough Clerk
City & Borough of Wrangell, Alaska
Publish: August 6, 2020

City & Borough of Wrangell
REQUEST FOR QUALIFICATIONS

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT the City and Borough
of Wrangell, Alaska will accept proposals for engineering design
services for the Water Mains Replacement project in the office
of the Borough Clerk until 2:00 PM prevailing time on August
27,2020. The full RFQ solicitation documents may be obtained
at the Borough Clerk’s Office, 205 Brueger Street, Wrangell,
Alaska 99929 and may also be downloaded from the City and
Borough of Wrangell’s website (www.wrangell.com) under the
Bids and RFP’s section.

City and Borough of Wrangell
Lisa Von Bargen, Borough Manager
Publish: July 30, August 6, 13 and 20, 2020

BOATS AND MARINE

IFQS AND FISHING PERMITS,
Alaskan Quota and Permits
LLC, 907-772-4000, 1-888-347-
4437...... tfn1-3b15

SERVICES

COPIES: Black and white and
color copies up to 11x17. Please
call to arrange drop off or pick
up since our office is closed to
the public. Send us your files to
print. The Wrangell Sentinel,
205 Front St. 874-2301......tfndh

FAX SERVICES at the Sentinel.
Send or receive faxes. Please call
to arrange drop off or pick up
since our office is closed to the
public. Fax number 874-2303 ...
...tindh

Classifieds
deadline is
Tuesday at

noon

P: 907-874-2301
F: 907-874-2303
Email:
wrgsent@gmail.com

City & Borough of Wrangell
NOTICE INVITING BIDS
TOUCHLESS BATHROOM ACCESSORIES

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT the City and Borough
of Wrangell, Alaska will receive sealed bids for the construction
of the Touchless Bathroom Accessories project in the office of
the Borough Clerk until 3:00 PM prevailing time on August 19,
2020. The full solicitation package may be obtained at the
Borough Clerk’s Office, 205 Brueger Street, Wrangell, Alaska
99929, and it may also be downloaded from the City and
Borough of Wrangell’s website (www.wrangell.com) under the
Bids and RFP section.

City and Borough of Wrangell
Lisa Von Bargen, Borough Manager
Publish: July 30, August 6, and 13, 2020

CITY AND BOROUGH OF WRANGELL

Pursuant to the City & Borough of Wrangell Code, Sec.
3.04.808, notice is hereby given that the regular assembly
meetings of the assembly shall be held on the second and fourth
Tuesday of the month and shall begin at 6:00 p.m. As per
Emergency Resolution No. 03-20-1520, Borough Assembly
Meetings shall be held by teleconference/videoconference until
October 17, 2020 unless terminated before that date. If any such
Tuesday shall fall on a legal holiday as defined by the laws of the
State of Alaska, the meetings scheduled for that day shall be held
at the same hour on the next succeeding day which is not a
holiday. Separate notice for the regular assembly meetings shall
not be required. There will be no regular meetings the second
Tuesday in July and August and fourth Tuesday in December.

If a work session is scheduled preceding the regular assembly
meeting, publication shall be made on the website and posted at
city hall and the post office that the regular assembly meeting
shall begin at 7:00 p.m.

Kim Lane, Borough Clerk
City of Wrangell, Alaska
Publish: August 6, 2020

CITY & BOROUGH OF WRANGELL
PUBLIC NOTICE
Port Commission Meeting — Canceled
Work Session Scheduled

The regularly scheduled Port Commission meeting of
Thursday. August 6, 2020 has been canceled and a Work Session,
scheduled at 6:00 p.m., to discuss the following topic:

1. Forest Service Vessel Chugach Ranger moved to The Nolan
Center

Keeleigh Solverson,
Port Commission Secretary
Published: August 6, 2020

CITY AND BOROUGH OF WRANGELL,ALASKA LEGAL

DECLARATION OF CANDIDACY FOR BOROUGH MAYOR, BOROUGH ASSEMBLY,
PORT COMMISSION, and SCHOOL BOARD and signature petitions as required, will be available
in the Borough Clerk’s Office from 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., Monday through Friday, August 3, 2020

through August 31, 2020.

Qualified persons may have their name placed on the ballot for the October 6, 2020, City &
Borough of Wrangell Regular Municipal Election by filing declarations of candidacy for Borough
Mayor, Borough Assembly, Port Commission, and School Board.

Mayor:
Assembly:
Assembly:

School Board:
Port Commission:
Port Commission:

One — (2 Year Term)

Two — (3 Year Terms)

One — (1 Year Unexpired Term until 10-2021)
One — (3 Year Term)

One — (3 Year Term)

One — (2 Year Unexpired Term until 10-2022)

Kim Lane, MMC, Borough Clerk
City & Borough of Wrangell, Alaska

Publish: August 6, 20 and 27, 2020

City & Borough of Wrangell
PUBLIC NOTICE
REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS
Janitorial Services

The City and Borough of Wrangell (CBW) is soliciting
proposals from qualified individuals, firms or companies for
janitorial services based on a yearly contract basis. Those seeking
to fill this position will act as his or her own contractor. Proposals
must be submitted to Aleisha Mollen by email at
amollen@wrangell.com, or hand-delivered to City Hall, 205
Brueger Street, Wrangell, Alaska 99929, and are due by 3:00 p.m.
on Tuesday, August 18,2020. Any questions as to the meaning of
the scope of work should be directed Cyni Crary to 907-874-3699.

There will be a Pre-Bid Conference, on August 11, 2020 at
2:00 p.m., which will be held in the Borough Assembly Chambers,
205 Brueger St, Wrangell, Alaska for discussion of the
specifications. A site visit may follow if applicable.

Please visit the Borough Website at
https://www.wrangell.com/community/rfp-janitorial-services
for more information.

Lisa Von Bargen, Borough Manager
City & Borough of Wrangell, AK
Publish: July 30 and August 6, 2020

NOTICE OF PRIMARY ELECTION

Tuesday, August 18, 2020
Polling Places Will Be Open From 7:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.

Candidate Races on Ballot

United States Senator
United States Representative

State Senator (Districts B,D,F,H,J,L,M,N,P,R, T)
State House Representative (All 40 Districts)

To find Your Polling Place Call: 1-888-383-8683 (In Anchorage call: 269-8683)
Absentee In-Person and Special Needs Voting

Absentee In-Person Voting will be available at many locations throughout the state beginning
August 3, 2020. For a list of locations and information on absentee voting, visit the division’s
website at https://AKVoteEarly.alaska.gov or call your regional elections office below. If you are
unable to go to the polls due to age, disability or serious illness, you may use the special needs
voting process by appointing a personal representative to bring you a ballot.

Region I Office
Juneau

(907) 465-3021
1-866-948-8683

Region II Office
Anchorage

(907) 522-8683
1-866-958-8683

Language Assistance 1-866-954-8683

www.elections.alaska.gov

Region IV Office
Nome

(907) 443-8683
1-866-953-8683

Region I1I Office
Fairbanks

(907) 373-8952 (907) 451-2835
1-866-958-8683  1-866-959-8683

Toll Free TTY 1-888-622-3020

Region II Office
Mat-Su

The State of Alaska, Division of Elections, complies with Title Il of the Americans with Disabilities
Act of 1990. If you are a person with a disability who may need special assistance and/or accommodation

to vote, please contact your regional Division of Elections office to make necessary arrangements.
Published: July 30 and August 6, 2020




August 6,2020 WRANGELL SENTINEL - Page 7

Alaska Fish Factor

By LAINE WELCH Fisheries columnist

Seafood netted historic firsts in nation’s new dietary guidelines

It got little attention from
the mainstream media but
seafood netted some historic
firsts in the nation’s new di-
etary guidelines.

The Dietary Guidelines Ad-
visory Committee submitted a
report in July to the Secretaries
of Agriculture and Health and
Human Services that recom-
mends what Americans should
include in their diets from 2020
through 2025, a task it has un-
dertaken every five years since
1980.

“This is by far the strongest
they’ve come out for seafood in
all of the U.S. dietary guide-
lines history, and at virtually
every point in the lifecycle
from babies to pregnant and
lactating moms to adults. I was
really amazed,” said Dr. Tom
Brenna, a professor of pedi-
atrics, chemistry and nutrition
at Dell Medical School at the
University of Texas/Austin
and at Cornell University.

Along with taking a whole
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Here to serve all
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life approach for the first time,
Brenna said the advisors also
considered nutritional require-
ments for children under two
years of age.

“The general idea is that
kids should be breastfed, that's
the recommendation to six
months of age. And starting at
six months when you're intro-
ducing finger foods, solid
foods, the recommendation is
to include seafood right from
the beginning,” he said.

Another first - the dietary
panel did a deep dive into the
reams of evidence proving
seafood’s nutritional benefits.

“The omega 3s found in
seafood are to a developing
retina and brain what calcium
is to bones. But it is not just the
omega 3s, it is these great min-
erals that are in some cases rare
in other foods,” Brenna ex-
plained. “The zinc and iron and
selenium and iodine...and
these are just not as high as
they need to be in diets that are
missing seafood.”

The new diet guidelines
now need a stamp of approval
by the U.S. Dept. of Agriculture
before they become policy. If
passed as written, seafood
would be required eating at, for
example, women/infant/ chil-
dren’s (WIC) feeding programs
and school lunches. “If you
read just the executive sum-
mary, the thing you would
stick into the WIC program is
seafood. It looks like the most
important damn thing that

FREE COVID-19

women could be eating,”
Brenna said. “Twenty-five
years ago, out of an abundance
of caution, people were con-
cerned about mercury. They
said we don't know what the
thresholds are for mercury or
whether it's bad for neuro-de-
velopment. It turns out after
decades of research that the
danger was not eating too
much fish, it was eating too lit-
tle fish. I could probably calcu-
late the number of IQ points
we've lost because of this pol-
icy. We've got to get people eat-
ing seafood as they used to,
and we've got to make it a pri-
ority and a federal policy.”
The Committee recom-
mends eating 8-12 ounces of
seafood weekly, particularly
before, during and after preg-
nancy, and stresses that only 20
percent of adults and 6 percent
of children meet the goal of eat-
ing seafood twice per week.
“Their report is one more
piece of evidence that Ameri-
cans of all ages should eat
seafood more frequently,” said
John Connelly, president of the
National Fisheries Institute.
“As part of a healthy dietary
pattern, seafood offers a life-
time of benefits from brain de-
velopment among babies to
heart health and a healthy
weight for adults. The report
even notes the link between
diet-related diseases -which
regular seafood consumption
can help prevent - and in-
creased susceptibility to the
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The SouthEast Alaska Regional Health Consortium (SEARHC)
is pleased to provide free asymptomatic COVID-19 testing.

Every Saturday and Sunday
11:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Where: AICS Clinic Alternative Test Site
232 Wood Street | Wrangell, AK 99929

Self-swab test results will be available approximately 7 days after testing
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Learn more by visiting covid19.searhc.org.
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healthy is here.

current global pandemic.”

The public has two weeks to
comment to the USDA on the
new guidelines and competing
protein producers will be lob-
bying for their products.
Brenna urges seafood advo-
cates to speak up.

“Frankly, I think that some
of those voices seem to be miss-
ing. You have this great passion
that is coming from the scien-
tists, because we see how im-
portant it is,” Brenna said. “If
the seafood industry sits by
quietly, they are going to let
this opportunity pass, both for
the industry itself, and also for
the health of all Americans. Be-
cause this is the time - the data
are there, the committee has
said this is important and now
it has to get translated into fed-
eral policy. But it's a political
process now and so the indus-
try has to weigh in in a big way,
and we have to get our sena-
tors and representatives on
board.”

Deadline to comment to
USDA is August 13. (www.di-
etaryguidelines.gov)

Bibs to bags - Hose off those
worn and torn fishing bibs and
recycle them into rugged bags
and other seaworthy items. A
Maine fishing family needs
more  bib  material for
its Rugged Seas line that was
launched at the popular east
coast Fishermen’s Forum in
March. Since then the bib gear
has taken off.

“We’ve had people send us
their bibs from Canada and
Rhode Island, up and down the
East Coast, from Washington
State. It's been really exciting.
Even at a time where things are
really challenging I think peo-
ple have liked the story and it's
been a good connection. It's re-
ally taken off,” said Nikki
Strout, co-owner of Rugged
Seas with her husband Taylor,
a lifelong lobsterman who also
has fished out of Dutch Harbor
since 2012. Nikki said he was
inspired by all the fishery-re-
lated hoodies and t-shirts he
saw there and started design-
ing similar wear for Maine.
That evolved to include up-
scale uses for bibs.

“In the last three or four
years here in Portland, there
have been a lot of struggles that
the fishermen have been facing

and working waterfront and
development issues. So we re-
ally wanted to try to bring
some more attention to the
fishing industry and the
lifestyle. We were trying to
think of something that each
fishery has that is very identifi-
able. And we thought of bibs
and said is there a way we can
repurpose them instead of
throwing them away?”

The Strouts also connected
with well-known oilskin maker
Guy Cotten who gives them
remnants for Rugged Seas gear.
A portion of all sales goes to
local fishing groups.

“It's a hard lifestyle, the
work they do and then being a
family that, you know, we
haven't seen Taylor in eight
weeks now,” Nikki said. “So to
kind of tell a story with every
bag we make is the whole
goal.”

The Strouts hope to get bib
drop barrels in Alaska fishing
towns but for now, donors can
get free Rugged Seas gear to
cover their shipping costs.

“They can ship directly to
us,” Nikki said, “and I would
be very happy to send some
free gear out to anybody who
wants to donate their old bibs
or jackets or whatever they
have.” www.ruggedseas.com

Weigh in on water - The
public can comment through
August 24 on whether the Peb-
ble Mine project will/will not
violate existing state water
quality laws. Section 401 of the
Clean Water Act gives states
and Native tribes the right to
protect waters within their
borders. Before the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers can author-
ize a permit allowing Pebble to
discharge dredged or fill
material into streams or wet-
lands, the state Department of
Environmental Conservation
must certify that it will not vi-
olate existing laws. If DEC does
not issue a certification or a
waiver, the Corps cannot issue
a permit under the Clean Water
Act.

The deadline to comment on
the state certification is August
24. (dec-401cert@alaska.gov)

Letters can be mailed to:
Jason Brune, Commissioner,
DEC, WDAP/401 Certification,
555 Cordova St., Anchorage,
AK 99501

City & Borough of Wrangell
NOTICE INVITING BIDS
RECREATION CENTER HOT WATER
TANK REPLACEMENT

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT the City and Borough of
Wrangell, Alaska will receive sealed bids for the construction of the
Recreation Center Hot Water Tank Replacement project in the office
of the Borough Clerk until 2:00 PM prevailing time on August 19,
2020. The full solicitation package may be obtained at the Borough
Clerk’s Office, 205 Brueger Street, Wrangell, Alaska 99929, and it
may also be downloaded from the City and Borough of Wrangell’s
website (www.wrangell.com) under the Bids and RFP section.

Lisa Von Bargen, Borough Manager
Publish: July 30, August 6, and 13, 2020

City and Borough of Wrangell
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In memory Of . ﬁelen § Sig

Continued from page 1

streamed the service on their
Facebook page. The celebra-
tion of life was filled with

music, stories, and memories
of Sig and Helen.

“Helen was the love of my
life while she was here,” said

Max Reifenstuhl, speaking at
the service. “She told me the
same, but hearing she thought
you were the one echoed from

PHOTO COURTESY OF ROBERT THORSTENSON JR.

Robert Thorstenson Jr. (left) poses with Siguard Decker and Helen Decker.

State Troopers say driver may
have lost control of vehicle

By BRIAN VARELA
Sentinel writer

Alaska State Troopers continue to investi-
gate a fatal accident that claimed the lives of
four seine boat crewmembers sometime after
10 PM. on Monday, July 27.

A Ford Excursion driven by Siguard
Decker drove off the roadway near the 27-
mile marker of Mitkof Highway at a high rate
of speed, according to Alaska State Troopers.
Megan Peters, communications director with
the Alaska Dept. of Public
Safety  said  Siguard
Decker, who was driving,
seems to have had lost
control of the vehicle and
then over corrected before
running off the road. The
resulting crash took the
lives of two Wrangell citi-
zens, Siguard Decker, 21,

Skipper Thorstenson

remembers the Decker

sibling crewmembers
as “rock stars.”

vessels were out on Sunday, July 26, right off
of Sea Gull Bluff, when a storm prevented the
team from seining. At one point, the Magnus
Martens was taking water over the bow and
had to return back to Petersburg.

Thorstenson, who was on the Vigilant, had
also wanted to return to the harbor, but Si-
guard and Helen were determined to keep
fishing. He said the team ended up catching
25,000 pounds of fish, 4,000 of which were
sockeye salmon. It was his biggest day of the
year to date.

“If you weren't a com-
plete rock star, you had
no business being on
deck that day,” said
Thorstenson.

That’s how Thorsten-
son remembers Siguard
and Helen, as rock stars.
He said they were two of

and Helen Decker, 19, as

well as Ian Martin, 29, of

Petersburg and Dennis Lord, 37, of New
York, according to an updated ADPS press
release.

At about 10:18 A.M. on Tuesday, July 28,
Alaska State Troopers received a request for
a welfare check on four people who were last
known to be headed south on Mitkof Island
towards the Blind Slough area the day before,
according to the ADPS release. Friends of the
four passengers were out looking for the in-
dividuals after they didn’t return that morn-
ing. They discovered tire marks on the
roadway, which led them to the wreckage,
said Peters.

While responding, troopers were informed
of a vehicle wreck near the 27 mile mark of
Mitkof Highway.

The highway was closed at intermittent
times until about 11:30 PM. on July 28 while
authorities investigated the crash.

Troopers were assisted by the Petersburg
Volunteer Fire Department, Petersburg EMS,
U.S. Forest Service Law Enforcement, Alaska
Wildlife Troopers and Tonka Toy Rentals dur-
ing the initial response and investigation of
the accident.

Robert Thorstenson, Jr., owner of the F/V
Magnus Martens and F/V Vigilant, said all
four individuals had been fishing with him
in the days leading up to the car crash. Both

the most confident, hard-

est working and talented
fishermen he has ever worked with. Siguard
had been working with Thorstenson since
May 2015 and Helen had just started in May
of last year, but they were both already doing
things that fishermen in their 30s and 40s
could only hope to accomplish, said
Thorstenson.

They were both also studying marketing
and business at universities in Southern Cal-
ifornia, said Thorstenson.

Martin and Lord had been fishing onboard
the Magnus Martens that Sunday, but
Thorstenson said they were close with the
Decker siblings. Lord had just started out
fishing and Siguard and Helen were teaching
him how to fish and guiding him along.
Thorstenson said Helen and Sigaurd never
looked down on Lord or anyone else for that
matter who was not up to the same skill level
as them. He said the brother and sister fish-
ing duo treated everyone with respect and
never said anything bad about anyone.

“If God was going to take them up to
heaven at a young age and take them away
from us, which is the only place kids like that
deserve to go, if He was going to do that, I
count it as a pure blessing to have them share
a part of their lives and have their parents
share a part of their lives with me and with
Petersburg,”said Thorstenson.

her friends in these last days
gives me more confidence in
something I never doubted ...
I fell in love with Helen many
times, not just once. Every time
we looked deeply into each
others’ eyes, each time I wit-
nessed her  phenomenal
strength or heard her bubbling
laughter, and every time she
showed me her boundless
compassion.”

“Sig was a very, extremely,
intelligent young man,” said
Jeff Rooney, wrestling coach
for the Wrangell school dis-
trict. “Know he was not just a
wrestler. Growing up in a fish-
ing family, playing music for
the band in Wrangell, playing
basketball, team member,
graduating valedictorian, at-
tending college, living and so
full of life. Sadly, leaving us all
way too soon.”

“They would just attack
every day with a purpose and
a plan, and they would just

take a hold of things,” said
Bobby Thorsenson, Jr. Sig and
Helen’s skipper. “They just
had this charisma and this,
they were just extraordinary
people ... They didn’t just
come out of a bubble, you
know? It takes a family, it takes
parents, it takes a village. The
coaches, the teachers, every-
body is a part of Sig and
Helen’s story. This whole com-
munity.”

Other speakers at the cele-
bration included Mayor Steve
Prysunka, Frank Roppel, Pas-
tor Matt Gerald, and Jenn
Miller-Yancey. Many of their
friends performed music at the
service, as well, and threw
flowers into the ocean in their
memory.

Following the service,
everyone was invited to City
Park nearby. A potluck lunch
was held where people could
share food and more stories of
the siblings.

Approximately 50 boats came out in front of City Dock the
evening of July 29, in memory of Sig and Helen Decker.

NORTHLAND
AUDIOLOGY

& Hearing Services

HEARING CLINICS

August 31st / Sept. dates TBA

Stikine Inn
Call to schedule an appointment

Diagnostic Hearing Evaluations for All Ages by a
Doctor of Audiology
Latest Technology Digital Hearing Aids
Hearing Aid Repairs & Services
Industrial OSHA Screenings
Custom Hearing Protection & Swimplugs

907-789-6780

Most insurances accepted
including Medicare & Medicaid

Southeast Alaska's ONLY Private

Audiology Practice

We are HEAR for you!

Serving Southeast Alaska since 1993




