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Class of 2023 preps 
for their graduation 

on Friday, Page 13

By Caroleine James
Sentinel reporter

Like other trollers in the re-
gion, Wrangell fishermen are 
critical of a Seattle-based fed-
eral judge’s ruling that could 
shut down the Southeast com-
mercial king salmon fishery, 
which supports about 40 troll-
ers in town. 

Brian Merritt is a troller and 
a teacher at Evergreen Elemen-
tary. He estimates that 35% of 
his income comes from kings, 
but losing the fishery is more 
than just a financial loss. For 
him, kings are the smartest, 
biggest and the most engaging 
species of salmon to fish for.

“Dog salmon are dumber 
than a stump and anyone can 
catch them,” he said. “Troll-
ing is game of the mind where 
you’re always trying to out-
smart the fish. … It’s a wonder-
ful victory if you find out what 
they’re biting at that day.” 

Merritt thinks the ruling is 
“totally ridiculous” and “a 
knee-jerk reaction” from the 
Wild Fish Conservancy that 
lacks a strong scientific basis. 
He is not convinced that king 
salmon caught by Alaska troll-
ers will be the make-or-break 
element in the diet of a south-
ern resident killer whale, de-
termining if it lives or dies.

“Their argument is that if we 
knock them (king salmon) off 
up here in Southeast Alaska, 
there will be less for the killer 
whales to eat when they come 
down there,” he said. “That is 
true, but how much less?” 

In 2020, the Wild Fish Con-
servancy, a Washington-based 
nonprofit organization, filed 
a lawsuit against the National 
Marine Fisheries Service. The 
conservancy claimed that an 
environmental analysis NMFS 
conducted in 2019 failed to al-
low enough chinook, or king 
salmon, to return to Puget 
Sound and feed an endangered 
population of killer whales.

On May 2, U.S. District 
Judge Richard Jones ordered 
NMFS to redo its environ-

mental analysis, effectively 
closing the fishery until a 
new analysis is complete or 
the judge’s decision is put on 
hold pending appeal. 

The state of Alaska has ap-
pealed the decision and asked 
that the ruling not go into ef-
fect until the appeal plays out. 

It’s unclear whether a new 
NMFS analysis will be re-
leased in time for the July 1 
summer season or if the court 
will grant a hold on the ruling. 
In the meantime, trollers have 
been plunged into a state of 
uncertainty. 

Merritt is concerned that 
the timing of the ruling — just 
over a month away from the 
opening of the fishery — will 
leave trollers scrambling, es-
pecially if they haven’t diver-
sified their fisheries.

For trollers thinking of 
switching to gillnetting this 
season, “there is not much 
room to shuffle their eggs,” 
he explained. The switch 
takes time and lots of money 
for a gillnet permit, gear and 
possibly a new boat. New 
gillnetters also won’t recoup 
nearly as much on that in-
vestment as experienced 
ones would. “They’re not go-
ing to know their rear from a 
hot rock,” he said. 

He hopes the appeal will 
allow trollers to fish the up-
coming season while NMFS 
develops a new biological 
opinion that would convince 
the judge to allow the South-
east fishery to continue. If 
the ruling is delayed, trollers 
could “sort of halfway pre-
pare instead of this kick in the 
stomach,” Merritt said.

His brother, Steve Mer-
ritt, started trolling in 1984 in 
Wrangell, though he is now 
based in Craig. King salmon 
make up 60% to 70% of his 
annual income and for trollers 
like him, the ruling could be 
“devastating.”

“We’re just kind of waiting 
and hoping the NMFS will 

Wrangell trollers criticize 
court ruling that could 
close king salmon fishery

Continued on page 4

By Caroleine James
Sentinel reporter

Southeast Alaska’s near-constant blanket of 
clouds and its frequent rains that wash nutrients 
from the soil make gardening in the region noto-
riously difficult, even for people with the greenest 
of thumbs.

However, horticultural afficionados Lenny Pe-
terson and Ginger Overton have learned to work 
around the weather to create a garden that is as 
abundant as it is beautiful.

As green shoots begin to peek out of their garden 
beds this month, the pair gave a tour of their green-
house and shared advice about how they grow 
their crops.

The couple’s garden is on a small plot of land on 
Howell Avenue surrounded by a wire fence. There 
are over 20 raised garden beds and countless small-
er pots containing a wide array of edible and orna-
mental plants. From bok choy to raspberries, carrots 
to zucchinis, lettuce to ice plants — colorful flowers 
with bright white centers that are part of the mari-
gold family — Peterson and Overton’s garden pro-
vides for all their nutritional and aesthetic needs.

In the center of the plot is a greenhouse, decorat-
ed with American flags and flanked by two deco-
rative toilets. Peterson uses them as planters for his 
petunias. The toilets “actually do pretty good” as 
planters, said Overton. “That’s just Lenny for you.”

He had the greenhouse built around 2018 when 
he was living in the Senior Apartments. Then, 
when he moved away, the greenhouse was moved 
to the Howell Avenue plot in February 2019, with 
permission from Todd White of White Enterprises, 
who owns the land.

The pair live in an apartment on Front Street. 
Inside the greenhouse, a speaker plays golden 

oldies while Lenny runs an electric toothbrush over 
his tomato plants. The toothbrush works as a stand-
in for a bumblebee, he explained, pollinating each 
plant so that it can produce fruit. The plants line 
the outer edge of the greenhouse floor and are ar-
ranged in a double ring in the center. Peterson re-
fers to his tomatoes, collectively as “the girls.”

There are around 55 varieties of “girls,” with 
tantalizing names like “Big Rainbow,” “Rose de 
Berne,” “Celebrity,” “Goliath,” “Jubilee” and 

By Caroleine James
Sentinel reporter

As the first cruise ship of the 
season arrived in town last Thurs-
day, the Wrangell Cooperative 
Association’s new tourism coordi-
nator, Brooke Leslie, gave visitors 
an informative presentation inside 
the Chief Shakes House. After 
performing a song, she taught the 
group about matrilineal Tlingit 
family structure, construction of 
the house, traditional communal 

living and canoe travel.
The Tlingit traveled long dis-

tances by canoe, she explained, 
but “how would you know that 
the people arriving are friendly?” 
When paddlers would visit anoth-
er village, they would announce 
themselves through song. “We 
would know, without ever seeing 
you, which clan was here because 
of the songs that they were sing-
ing,” she said.

As the WCA prepares for its 

busiest summer tourism season 
in years, the tribe hired Leslie to 
share Wrangell’s history and cul-
ture with visitors and ensure that 
tour companies work together 
smoothly with the tribe.

The new full-time position was 
announced in mid-March; Leslie’s 
start date was May 8.

The community expects as 
many as 33,000 visitors this year 
— about 90% by cruise ship and 

By Larry Persily

Sentinel writer
Alaska lawmakers have been spending the 

final days of the 121-day legislative session dis-
agreeing over the amount of this fall’s Perma-
nent Fund dividend.

As of Monday afternoon, the House and Senate 
appeared unable to agree on state spending for the 
fiscal year that starts July 1, likely pushing law-
makers into an overtime session. This would be the 
fourth year of extra session time since the cost of the 
dividend put a strain on tight state finances in 2017.

The Republican-controlled House wants a $2,700 
PFD this fall, and is willing to draw hundreds of mil-
lions of dollars from savings to balance the budget. 
The bipartisan Senate majority wants a $1,300 divi-
dend and has said it is unwilling to spend savings to 

boost that number.
“Primarily, the issue is the dividend. They (the 

House) are demanding a dividend we cannot 
afford,” Senate President Gary Stevens told the 
Alaska Beacon.

The budget reserve fund, currently around $2 bil-
lion, has been depleted after years of deficit spend-
ing. A three-quarters majority vote of the House and 
the Senate is required to tap the fund — a high polit-
ical hurdle unlikely to happen this year. 

Gov. Mike Dunleavy, who has won two elections 
for governor while campaigning for a larger PFD, 
supports the House number.

In addition to arguing over the dividend, the 
House and Senate differ on their approach to in-
creasing state funding for public schools. The House 

Legislators likely going to overtime, unable to decide PFD

WCA prepares for tourism season, hires coordinator

PHOTO BY CAROLEINE JAMES/WRANGELL SENTINEL
Brooke Leslie, the Wrangell Cooperative Association’s new tourism coordinator, presented for visi-
tors inside Chief Shakes House last Thursday.

Sharing history with tourists

Continued on page 6

Continued on page 5

Toothbrushes and toilet seats are tools of the trade for a couple of greenhouse gardeners

Continued on page 5

During the growing 
season, Ginger 

Overton spends 
three to four hours 
a day in the garden 

and greenhouse 
with Lenny Peter-

son, caring for the 
couple’s plantings.
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Northbound 			  Southbound

Sunday, May 21		  Wednesday, May 24
Columbia, 3:45 p.m.		  Columbia, 7:30 a.m.
Sunday, May 28		  Wednesday, May 31
Columbia, 3:30 p.m.		  Columbia, 4:15 a.m.
Sunday, June 4		  Wednesday, June 7
Columbia, 2:45 p.m.		  Columbia, 7:15 a.m.
Sunday, June 11		  Wednesday, June 14
Columbia, 3:45 p.m.		  Columbia, 4 a.m.

Ferry Schedule

All times listed are scheduled departure times.  
Call the terminal at 907-874-2021 for information  

or call 907-874-3711 or 800-642-0066 for recorded information.

Birthdays & Anniversaries

Senior Center Menu 
Open for in-person dining. Must be fully vaccinated.

Tides
High Tides Low Tides

	 AM		  PM	                         AM                           PM
	 Time	 Ft	 Time	 Ft          	 Time     Ft	 Time	 Ft
May 17     	  . . . .     	 . . .     	 12:20    	 15.6   		  06:06    	 -1.2   	 06:05    	 1.4
May 18      	 00:21   	 18.5   	 01:08    	 15.7   		  06:48    	-2.2   	 06:46    	 1.8
May 19      	 01:00   	 18.5   	 01:53    	 15.6   		  07:28    	-2.7   	 07:24    	 2.4
May 20      	01:38   	 18.2   	 02:35    	15.1   		  08:05    	-2.6   	 08:00    	 3.1
May 21      	 02:14   	 17.5   	 03:16    	 14.5   		  08:41    	 -2.0   	 08:35    	 3.9
May 22      	02:49   	 16.7   	 03:57    	13.7   		  09:18    	 -1.2   	 09:10    	 4.7
May 23      	03:24   	 15.7   	 04:39    	13.0   		  09:56    	-0.3   	 09:49    	 5.4

May 17, 1923
Never before in the history 

of navigation on the Stikine has 
the first voyage of the season 
been such an eventful one as 
this year. The 25 mining men on 
the passenger list and the large 
quantity of mining machinery 
and other equipment which 
comprised the principal cargo 
of a barge and two riverboats 
which left Wrangell Wednesday 
is an unmistakable forecast of 
considerable mining activity in 
the Cassiar the coming season. 
More than 50 tons of the cargo 
for the first voyage was for the 
Pendleton Gold Mining Co., 
which is going to operate on 
McDames Creek. Capt. G. W. 
Pendleton, head of the compa-
ny, arrived in Wrangell aboard 
the Princess Mary on Tuesday 
morning, accompanied by sev-
eral other men whom he is tak-
ing into the Cassiar with him. 
On the whole it is an unusually 
heavy outfit to be taken in such 
an inaccessible region as Mc-
Dames Creek.

May 7, 1948
The U.S. Fish and Wildlife 

Service vessel Heron, captained 
by Curt Jensen, was in town 
last Saturday night and Sunday 
while in the area with a party 
making a survey of streams for 
the Fish and Wildlife Service. 
In charge of the party of scien-
tists making the survey were 
Sam Hutchson, an aquatic bi-
ologist, and his assistant, Mark 
Morton. Two other researchers 
were on the boat and aboard a 
plane with an aerial photogra-
pher from Ketchikan. The sur-
vey is being conducted to de-
termine what streams could be 
made possible salmon streams 
if cleared of log jams and other 
obstacles and then planted with 
salmon. The overall plan is to in-
clude surveying of all Southeast 
Alaska for additional streams 
which could be made into salm-
on streams. 

May 18, 1973
The proposed operating bud-

get for the City of Wrangell for 
the coming year calls for main-
taining the present property tax 
levy of 18 mills. Copies of the 
proposed city budget went to 
the members of the Wrangell 

City Council late last week. In 
his budget message, City Man-
ager Herb McNabb pointed out 
that the proposed operating 
budget calls for the expenditure 
of $27,000 more than is antic-
ipated to come from revenue 
sources. McNabb said he would 
ask the city council to set a work 
session on the budget when the 
council meets next Tuesday.

May 14, 1998
Residents of the long-term 

care facility at the hospital were 
honored with a Mother’s Day 
Silver Tea on Sunday afternoon. 
More than 54 people including 
friends and families attend-
ed the tea held in the hospital 
lobby. Janice Youra, Nathan 
Shoultz and Georgie Sansom 
entertained with music, while 
Kim and Rachel Coblentz and 
Janie Endicott served cake and 
punch. Corsages and bouton-
nieres were given to each resi-
dent. Mrs. D. Neyman, Lurine 
McGee and Margaret Fletcher 
provided a silver tea service and 
china. Kathy Sandness was the 
chairwoman for the event. 

Wrangell Roundup: Special Events
IRENE INGLE PUBLIC LIBRARY summer reading program now open for registration. Open to 
students entering kindergarten through ninth grade in the fall. Register at the library. The reading 
program runs June 1 through July 31. More than 100 prize drawings and a pool/pizza party for every-
one who completes the program. Call 907-874-3535 for more information.

NOLAN CENTER THEATER presents the musical “Annie” at 7 p.m. Saturday, May 20, and 4 p.m. 
Sunday, May 21. Doors open 30 minutes before the show. Tickets are $20 and available online at 
https://www.nolancenter.org/annie.html or in person at the Nolan Center or Sweet Tides.

BASKETBALL SKILL CAMP May 26-28 at the high school gym. Camp includes injury prevention, 
athlete development, fundamental skill development, team concepts, game application and 3-on-
3 games. Camp price for all three days is $50 for grades third through fifth; $100 for grades sixth 
through eighth; $120 for grades ninth through 12th. To register and for a full schedule with times visit: 
https://jotform.com/231277450806052.

WRANGELL BLESSING OF THE FLEET at 1 p.m. Sunday, May 28, at the Wrangell Mariners’ Me-
morial. Everyone is invited to the annual event, and boat owners may bring their vessels to Heritage 
Harbor and drift in front of the memorial starting at 12:55 p.m.

SUMMER LUNCH PROGRAM sign-up has started for those going into kindergarten through fifth 
grade. Monday-Thursday lunch can be picked up at The Salvation Army Wrangell Corps Community 
Center; Friday lunch will be at the community gym, with indoor play and activities. June 1 through 
July 30. Volunteers are needed for Monday-Friday. Drivers needed so food can be delivered to a new 
drop zone for those who live past 2-Mile. For more information and to sign up, contact The Salvation 
Army at 907-874-3753.

LITTLE LEAGUE VOLUNTEERS needed for coaching, umpiring, scorekeeping, concessions, pitch-
ing machine runners, field upkeep and more. Volunteer applications can be picked up at the chamber 
of commerce or filled out online at https://bit.ly/3KO1ivZ.

WRANGELL PARKS and RECREATION is offering multiple activities to get your body moving. 
For more information on any of the activities visit www.wrangellrec.com or call 907-874-2444.

•WALK SOUTHEAST, walk, run or hike and track your miles for a chance to win local prizes and 
two round-trip tickets on Alaska Airlines from now until Sept. 1. Registration required. 

•YOGA CLASS, 8 to 9 a.m. Saturdays at the community center multi-purpose room until May 27. 
Open to adults, 18 years and older. $5 drop-in fee. Bring a yoga mat and wear athletic clothing that 
bends and flexes. Registration required.

• JIU JITSU, 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. Monday and Wednesday and 10 to 11 a.m. Saturdays at the communi-
ty center multi-purpose room. Open to 16 years and older. $5 drop-in fee. Bring gym shoes, wear 
athletic clothing and keep nails trimmed. No registration required.

•GIRLS OPEN GYM VOLLEYBALL, 5 to 7 p.m. Tuesday and Thursday at the community center 
gymnasium until June 29. Open to grades 8-12, $3 drop-in fee. Wear comfy clothing with flexibility 
for movement. No registration required.

•PICKLEBALL, at various times on Tuesday, Friday and Sunday at the community center gymnasi-
um until May 30. Pickleball schedule can be found online at https://bit.ly/42vcL9K. No registra-
tion required.

Want more attendance at your meeting or event? Send information for Roundup to wrgsent@gmail.com or 
call 907-874-2301.

The Way We Were In the Sentinel 100, 75, 50 and 25 years ago.

Learn more at Club49Hub.com

FREE TRAVEL BENEFITS JUST FOR YOU.

The Sentinel extends its best wishes to everyone listed in the chamber 
of commerce community birthday calendar. 

Wednesday, May 17: Peighton Royster, Lovey 
Brock.
Thursday, May 18: None. 
Friday, May 19: Kolin Shea Wallace, Jacob Werner.
Saturday, May 20: Lindsey McConachie; 
Anniversary: George and Ann Benson.
Sunday, May 21: Ian Chase, Madan Bay Covalt; 
Anniversaries: Dustin and Devyn Johnson, Don 
and Betsy McConachie.
Monday, May 22: Jamer Abbott, Charley Murray-
Young.
Tuesday, May 23: Dennis Pavlina, Logan Scott.

Thursday, May 18
Chicken noodle soup, mixed vegetables, 

cabbage pear raisin salad
Friday, May 19

Moose burgers, macaroni salad, fruit slaw
Monday, May 22

Taco salad, spicy fruit cup, spanish rice
Tuesday, May 23

Beef stew with vegetables,
spicy fruit cup, roll

Wednesday, May 24
Chinese fruited pork, green beans, 

waldorf salad, rice

Call the senior center at 907-874-2066 24 hours in advance to reserve 
a seat at lunch or to request delivery. The senior van is available to 

take seniors to medical appointments, errands such as collecting mail, 
getting prescriptions or other essential items.
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Correction
The Sentinel incorrectly 

reported in a story about 
the borough’s new down-
town restrooms on May 10 
that Kate Thomas is direc-
tor of the Parks and Rec-
reation Department. That 
was her former job; she is 
now director of the Eco-
nomic Development De-
partment. Lucy Robinson 
is Parks and Recreation 
director.

By Caroleine James

Sentinel reporter
The borough completed its un-

precedented mass review of all 
property values on the road sys-
tem last week, with only seven of 
the initial 179 assessment appeals 
going to a formal hearing before 
the Board of Equalization.

All the other cases were re-
solved without a hearing. Most of 
the appeals succeeded in achiev-
ing some level of reduction in 
the appraised value — only 24 
remained unchanged after appel-
lants met with an assessor.

It had been years since the 
borough conducted such a 
comprehensive review, and the 
reexamination raised the over-
all assessed value of all build-
ings and land in the borough by 
56% — the rate varied by indi-
vidual properties. The substan-
tial increase prompted the high 
number of appeals.

Of about 2,300 properties that 

were reassessed this year, own-
ers appealed about 7% of the 
valuations.

The valuations will determine 
property owners’ tax bills after 
the borough assembly adopts a 
budget and sets the tax rate.

After the April 20 appeal 
deadline, assessors from the 
borough’s contractor, Apprais-
al Company of Alaska, spent 
about two weeks contacting 
property owners, explaining 
the reasoning behind the new 
values and, in some cases, ad-
justing those values; 171 of the 
appeals were settled this way. 

Assessors were unable to con-
tact one owner and the remain-
ing seven appeals went before 
the borough Board of Equal-
ization on May 10. The board 
reduced two of these valuations. 

In total, between the infor-
mal review and formal hear-
ings, 155, or 86%, of the ap-

peals were reduced.
“The board was mandated to 

rule only on facts,” said Mayor 
Patty Gilbert. “In other words, 
comparables like properties, like 
structures. Some (appeals) were 
denied, some were upheld to a 
certain extent.”

“The assessors, in my opinion, 
did a very good job meeting with 
the public and the appellants 
several times and going out to 
the property and really trying to 
understand what the appellants’ 
concerns were and how to ex-
plain that to them,” she added.

That said, the hearings were 
still “a nerve-wracking process” 
for Gilbert. “We’re all mem-
bers of the community, we’re 
all neighbors to one another, 
family members,” she said. Rul-
ing against appeals was “just 
heart-wrenching sometimes …  
because the board is forced to 
follow state statutes. There are 

only certain things we could con-
sider. That sometimes is difficult 
for an appellant to hear.”

Sharla Meyer was one such 
appellant. When she learned 
that the value of her land 
had jumped from $97,500 to 
$161,000, “it was a bit of a 
shock,” she said. She decided 
to take her appeal before the 
board, but it was rejected. 

The whole process was “an 
emotional hardship on the town,” 
she explained. “We’re just com-
ing out of COVID, for heaven’s 
sake. What a huge blow.”

She also felt that navigating 
the appeals process with no 
prior knowledge about assess-
ments or state standards for 
appeal evidence was extremely 
difficult. “I don’t have experi-
ence, so I had to try to under-
stand the rules and even that 
was really difficult with the 
short amount of time.”

The borough held two public 
workshops on these topics prior 
to the board hearings.

Three property owners who 
submitted late appeals were per-
mitted to state their cases before 
the board as well. These owners 
either lived out of town or were 
not aware of the specifics of the 
appeal cutoff time. “There was 
no time deadline for this appeal 
noted on the paper notice, only 
a date,” appellant Dustin Witt-
wer wrote on his form. 

The board denied all three 
late appeals. 

The high volume of appeals 
and steep property value hikes 
in Wrangell were on par with 
what’s taking place in commu-
nities across the state, said Mike 
Renfro, owner of the Appraisal 
Company of Alaska. His com-
pany also performs assessments 
on 10 other communities 

Board of Equalization settles final property assessment appeals

By Sophia Carlisle
Alaska Beacon

Alaska Airlines last week 
unveiled a new design that re-
placed the popular Salmon Thir-
ty Salmon jet. The new art still 
features salmon, but this time 
from an Indigenous perspective.

Crystal Kaakeeyáa Rose Demi-
entieff Worl, a Tlingit artist and 
business owner from Juneau, 
created the new design in the 
style of formline art.

Worl said she hopes that the 
plane will inspire non-Indige-
nous people to learn about the 
rich cultural history between Na-
tive Alaskans and salmon. 

The plane is designed in 
Northwest Coast formline, a 
style that is characteristic of the 
Tlingit, Haida and Tsimshian 
people of Southeast Alaska. 
Formline art stands out for its 
unique use of positive and neg-
ative space and dramatic colors. 
These colors, including indigo, 
pink and white, can be seen grac-
ing the new plane, called Xáat 
Kwáani, which can be translated 
from Tlingit to mean “salmon 
people” in English. 

To come up with the title for 
the new plane design, Worl 
reached out to X’unei Lance 
Twitchell, a Tlingit language 
speaker and professor of Alas-
ka Native languages at the Uni-
versity of Alaska Southeast, 
for advice on what the name 
should be.

“There must be a million dif-
ferent ways in our language that 
mean ‘our relationship between 
salmon,’” Worl said. “He got 
back to me with some options, 
and we narrowed it down to 
Xáat Kwáani, ‘salmon people,’ 
because of its translation of how 
people are connected and relate 
and benefit from salmon.” 

“The meaning felt really beau-
tiful,” she added.

Xáat Kwáani made its first 
passenger flight last Friday. The 
Boeing 737-800 flew from An-
chorage to Juneau, Sitka, Ket-
chikan and Seattle.

Worl said that she felt the name 
and the salmon symbol bridged 
a cultural gap within the state of 
Alaska. “[It’s] the symbol that I 
felt was connecting not just my 
identity and Alaska Native iden-
tity but Alaskan people. What do 
we all connect with? What brings 
us all together? And it’s salmon.” 

The design on the plane fea-
tures sockeye salmon, which 
Worl said was an homage to her 
clan, Lukaax.ádi clan, the salmon 
sockeye clan. She said that the art 
is imbued with meaning, from 
the pink line that loops around 
the nose of the aircraft — which 
Worl said she likes to think of as 
a lifeline — to the salmon on the 
tail and tip of the wings that fea-
ture salmon eggs. 

She included salmon eggs in 
the design because she said it 
helped show the connection be-

tween now and the future. 
“I thought [it] was a really 

wonderful way of learning from 
the salmon about the next gener-
ation. What are we doing to take 
care of our environment and 
our animals and the land so that 
the next generations can benefit 
from them as well?” said Worl.

Her art pieces — some of 
which feature salmon designs 
— are popping up across Alas-
ka and the rest of the country. 
From painting an enormous mu-
ral in downtown Anchorage to 
designing a U.S. Postal Service 
stamp, Worl has seen her art in 
places big and small. 

But the big things she’s still 

getting used to. 
“Big things are new for me.” 

She said in reference to her art 
on a Boeing 737. Later adding: “I 
was thinking, did I do that? This 
is incredible.”

She might have been over-
whelmed by seeing her art-
work on such a huge scale, but 
the piece itself, and specifically 
the piece on an Alaska Airlines 
plane, was a long time coming. 

Marilyn Romano, regional vice 
president in the state for Alaska 
Airlines, said that she and Worl 
connected after Romano saw her 
on the cover of Alaska Business 
Monthly. Romano said that she 
knew the plane would soon be 

a blank “canvas” and believed 
Worl could be the one to fit the 
bill. Little did she know that 
Worl was expecting her call. 

In 2020, Worl posted on Insta-
gram a photo of her artwork on a 
plane with the caption: “Are you 
ready for me Alaska Air?? I’m 
ready for you.” 

While Romano wasn’t original-
ly aware of Worl’s dream to de-
sign an airplane exterior, the two 
connected and were able to make 
Worl’s vision become a reality. 

“We are just honored that we 
will take art and fly it around 
the country everywhere we fly,” 
said Romano. 

The salmon symbol permeates 
the art that Worl makes, from the 
design she paints to the clothing 
she wears. She said her art featur-
ing the famous Alaska fish was 
created with the purpose to in-
spire others and teach and pass on 
valuable knowledge that was too 
often erased by Westernization. 

“All Alaska Native people, 
our history with salmon has 
been for thousands of years and 
we’ve been fishing them sus-
tainably for a very long time and 
watching them for a very long 
time,” she said. “I think there’s 
a lot of valuable knowledge in 
that that everyone can learn and 
benefit from.”

The Alaska Beacon is an indepen-
dent, donor-funded news organiza-
tion. Alaskabeacon.com.

Alaska’s newest 737 takes Indigenous art to new heights

PHOTO COURTESY OF ALASKA AIRLINES
Juneau artist Crystal Kaakeeyáa Rose Demientieff Worl stands 
next to the Alaska Airlines 737-800 aircraft decorated with her lat-
est work.
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Elected officials, ballot initiative supporters 
and opponents, campaign managers and anyone 
else who writes, texts or tweets outlandish claims 
and promises should be required to stay after the 
election and write on the blackboard (remember 
those) 100 times: “I will not make stuff up.”

After they have a chance to rest their arm, they 
need to go back to the board — OK, a whiteboard 
and a Sharpie works, too — and write 100 more 
times: “I am sorry for promising too much.”

It’s gotten way too easy for 
anyone trying to win over the 
public to promise way more 
than they can deliver. They 
latch on to a short slogan and 
repeat it over and over, so much 
so that more and more people 
believe it and fewer and fewer 
people question its reality.

There have been some whop-
pers in recent years, particularly 
from Donald Trump, who wholeheartedly and 
dishonestly claimed that Mexico was going to 
pay to build a wall on the U.S. southern border. 
Trump won the 2016 presidential election; Mexi-
co did not pay for a wall; and immigration is still 
an unresolved issue today.

President Joe Biden in 2021 told Americans 
that his infrastructure plan would create 19 
million jobs. Not even close, but there were no 
consequences for over-promoting and over-sell-
ing the political pitch.

In Alaska, one of the more outlandish political 
claims of the past decade was when then-Gov. 
Sean Parnell campaigned in support of lower 
state taxes on the oil industry, which he achieved 
with legislation in 2013. The governor repeat-
edly told Alaskans that lower taxes would lead 
to more exploration and production, more jobs 
and more money — with the emphasis on more 
money for the state treasury to pay for services so 

that Alaskans could continue living tax-free.
Parnell told Alaskans that with lower taxes, 

North Slope oil production could almost double 
to 1 million barrels a day.

Production was 600,000 barrels a day when 
he first raised the ante to 1 million. It’s at about 
485,000 barrels a day this week.

There are a lot of reasons why oil production went 
down, not up, even after Alaska reduced its taxes. 
The years 2015-2020 were generally a bad time for oil 
prices, pushing companies to scale back investments. 
Opposition to North Slope permits continued to 
slow down development plans. Companies make in-

vestment decisions in the interest 
of their shareholders, not to cover 
a governor’s excessive campaign 
pledge.

But it’s just those sort of silly 
claims — 1 million barrels a day 
— that come back and bite. Such 
as earlier this month, when the 
Alaska State Senate Finance 
Committee was considering 
legislation to substantially raise 

what oil producers pay in taxes.
As an industry official was testifying against the 

tax increase, saying it could deter investment, a 
senator with a good memory scolded: What about 
that pledge of 1 million barrels a day by now?

The oil company exec said, essentially, it 
wasn’t me. Someone else later said it wasn’t a 
promise, merely an “aspirational goal” with a 
lot of assumptions about new exploration and 
production.

Call it an aspirational goal if it makes anyone 
feel better, but it was nothing but a simplistic 
campaign slogan lacking in reality and used to 
build support for lower oil taxes.

Rather than deny it really wasn’t a promise, 
everyone who repeated the million-barrel line 
should apologize. Then maybe the Legislature 
can decide on important oil tax legislation on the 
merits, not because someone made up an impos-
sible number a decade ago.

The honesty of the younger generation reminds us of 
what is important in life. It should prompt everyone to pay 
attention to what teenagers say. It will be their community 
and their world, so their opinions matter.

Wrangell High School seniors are certainly not unan-
imous in their favorite subjects, the value of homework 
or what they want to do next year. Yet, it’s clear that a lot 
of them think about the weighty issues facing the nation 
and the world, judging from their answers to a Sentinel 
pre-graduation questionnaire.

Leroy Wynne wants to see lower international tensions. 
World peace is at the top of Brodie Gardner’s wish list. Will 
Ashton would prefer an end to discord among nations.

Randy Churchill III wants people to better communicate 
with each other: “I feel most major conflicts are caused by 
misunderstandings and being too easily offended.” No 
question about that — he’s nailed a growing problem in 
society. Far too many people take offense too easily, and far 
too many take revenge.

Ethan Blatchley believes the world would be a better 
place if people back off from butting in “on stuff that 
doesn’t involve them.”

Kiara Harrison gave a similar answer to the question of 
what the graduates would most like to change about the 
world: “I would most like to change the world to view kind-
ness and empathy as the standard.”

Cassady Cowan wants to see the world do something 
about climate change. For Devlyn Campbell and Zeke 
Young, the issue is ending world hunger.

Inflation is the top worldly concern for Killian Booker.
Nikolai Bardin-Siekawitch answered that he would like 

the world “to shift its focus more on educating people about 
mental health.”

That’s a lot for teenagers to be thinking about.
But just so no one worries that this week’s graduates are 

all about stress and adult-size subjects, the students also 
had solid, practical advice for the next students: Get your 
assignments done and don’t procrastinate, or you could find 
yourself stuck at home making up the missed work.

That’s good advice, as are their hopes for the future of the 
world.

— Wrangell Sentinel

State sales tax to cover
a larger PFD is a bad idea
and distracts from real needs

The support from our gov-
ernor and some legislators for 
levying a statewide sales tax 
on all Alaskans defies logic. 
Nor does it even make horse 
sense.

As the Legislature enters its 
final days, the governor says 
he supports a $2,700 Perma-
nent Fund dividend. Some in 
the Senate propose a $1,300 
dividend. If the $2,700 divi-
dend were to be approved by 
the Legislature it would cre-
ate an estimated $600 million 
budget deficit. That is about 
what the governor would 
need to raise from a sales tax 
to fund his higher dividend.

That tax would come from 
the pocket of every Alaskan 
on virtually every purchase he 
or she might make. If a larger 
dividend is funded even in-
directly with a new tax, is the 
PFD really free money?

Clearly most Alaskans un-
derstand and oppose a sales 
tax and larger dividend be-
cause we would get a much 
bigger bang for the buck by 
investing in Alaska’s future 
through increased funding 
for education. Further, the 
application of a sales tax tra-
ditionally belongs exclusively 

to municipal governments, 
where the tax rate ranges from 
2% to almost 8%.

To withhold adequate 
school funding and to add a 
state sales tax to fund the state 
budget shortfall caused by an 
overly generous dividend is 
certainly contrary to the intent 
of those who drafted the Per-
manent Fund’s enabling leg-
islation — which was to save 
non-recurring oil revenue to 
grow the Permanent Fund for 
the future needs of Alaskans. 
That remains the case — only 
a portion of the fund’s earn-
ings should be allocated to the 
dividend after state services 
are funded.

It is fair to say that our late-
Gov. Jay Hammond would 
say of a state sales tax to cover 
a larger PFD: “It just doesn’t 
make horse sense.”

Frank H. Murkowski

Most survey respondents
favored scaling back the PFD
to help pay for public services

Thank you to everyone who 
took the time to complete my 
2023 Legislative Budget Sur-
vey. It was a straightforward 
questionnaire: Do you support 
decreasing the Permanent Fund 
dividend to balance the state 
budget? If yes, by how much? If 
no, what cuts and new revenue 

should we implement to cover 
the nearly $600 million deficit?

A few weeks ago, House Mi-
nority Leader Calvin Schrage 
said, “If you were to ask legis-
lators how you solve this, you’ll 
get a different answer from each 
and every one of them.” And 
that seems to ring true for Dis-
trict 1 as well. I received nearly 
200 responses, and almost all of 
them were unique in their ap-
proach. I tried my best to sum-
marize the results below.

A majority of respondents — 
72% — said that they support 
decreasing the dividend in or-
der to balance the budget. Of 
those, 58% favored a 75/25 split, 
with 75% of the percent-of-mar-
ket-value annual draw on Per-
manent Fund earnings (our 
main source of revenue) going 
to public services and 25% going 
to the dividend; 18% favored an 
even 50/50 split; 10% favored 
a flat dividend amount, with 
suggested ranges from $300 to 
$1,800, and 11% preferred no 
dividend at all.

The other option — not to use 
the dividend to balance the bud-
get — was preferred by 28% of 
respondents. 

Survey respondents then pro-
vided how they would like the 
budget cut and what forms of 
revenue they would prefer to 
balance the budget. Budget cuts, 
in order of preference, were 

education funding, the capi-
tal budget, the Department of 
Health, the Legislature and gov-
ernor’s office. 

Revenue options, in order of 
preference, were a state lottery, 
oil and gas corporate tax chang-
es, an income tax for high earn-
ers who make over $250,000, a 
graduated income tax for earners 
over $10,500, a sales tax exclud-

ing groceries, a corporate tax for 
highly digitized businesses, and 
a carbon offset program.

Once again, thank you 
all for the responses. It has 
been helpful during my deci-
sion-making in Juneau. You 
can contact me at Rep.Dan.
Ortiz@AKLeg.gov or call my 
office at (907) 465-3824.

Rep. Dan Ortiz

Exaggerated claims don’t help anyone High school graduates
show us the way

It’s gotten way too easy 
for anyone trying to 
win over the public to 
promise way more than 
they can deliver.

Letters to the editor

get the biological opinion re-
written and submitted and we 
can go fishing before the end 
of July,” he said. “If (the rul-
ing) remains permanent, if it 
actually doesn’t change at all, 
I don’t see much future in me 
trolling anyway.”

He hasn’t made alternative 
plans for the summer in case 
the ruling remains in effect. “I 
can’t even think about it being 
permanent,” he said. “I’ve been 
doing this for 40 years. It’s too 
tough to even think about.”

For Chris Guggenbickler, of 
Wrangell’s state Fish and Game 
advisory committee, the ruling 
doesn’t present an immediate 
threat because his income is 
diversified across a wide vari-
ety of fisheries. Last year was 
the first year he trolled kings. 

However, he is concerned that 
displaced king salmon trollers 
will put pressure on other fish-
eries that remain open.

“I fish chums as well,” he 
said. “It’s going to take a larg-
er portion of the fleet and put 
them into the chum areas. So 
there’s going to be more com-
petition in those areas as well. 
… There’s a lot of people who 
have boats and families and 
need to support them. They’re 
going to move where they can 
fish … which will definitely 
congest the chum fisheries.”

He feels that the ruling “is not 
looking at the whole picture.”

“The amount of king salmon 
the troll fishery takes up here 
isn’t the difference between 
whether the killer whale pop-
ulation is sustainable or not,” 
he added.

Trollers
Continued from page 1



May 17, 2023  WRANGELL SENTINEL - Page 5

Help Wrangell’s 
economy GROW.
SHOP LOCAL!

$$ $

Business Directory To advertise here, just call:
907-874-2301

“Chocolate Pear.”
Each of the girls has a label 

attached to a piece of string that 
runs above all the plants. Later 
on in the growing season, the 
tomatoes will be tall enough to 
drape over the string, forming 
a green canopy inside the small 
wooden building. “If I didn’t 
prune them, it would be a jungle 

in here,” said Peterson. “Some 
of these plants get up to the top 
of the ceiling.”

He controls the temperature 
and nutrient blend of the plants’ 
soil to ensure that they can thrive 
regardless of the weather. Some 
he grows hydroponically, with 
their roots in a water-based min-
eral solution. He also prunes 
them to direct their energy away 
from producing foliage and to-

ward producing fruit. During 
the growing seasons, the Overton 
and Peterson spend about three 
to four hours daily in the garden 
and greenhouse.

The couple doesn’t usuallysell 
their seasonal bounty. “I’ve been 
living in this town off and on for 50 
years and I know a lot of people,” 
said Peterson. “We can’t eat it all, 
so we give it away. They give us 
fish once in a while, crab, seafood, 

stuff like that.”
Between their harvest and the 

food they can get through trading, 
the couple manages to avoid gro-
cery stores for most of the year.

Peterson is a Navy veteran and 
Overton made airplane parts for 
the military when she lived in Ten-
nessee. Both are now retired.

Overton used to garden in the 
Lower 48, but moving to Southeast 
presented a host of new challeng-

es. “Down South is different from 
Alaska so I didn’t know anything 
after I got here,” she said. “I grew 
tomatoes and zucchini squash and 
beans and flowers, but coming up 
here it’s not the same at all.”

If the success of the garden she 
shares with Peterson is any indi-
cation, she’s adapted well to the 
changes in climate.

tour boat — the most since 2005.
The WCA has had a tourism coordi-

nator before, but only for a short time 
before the pandemic hit. “She just came 
briefly, to get tourism up and running,” 
explained Tribal Administrator Esther 
Aaltséen Reese. The previous coordinator 
moved back to her home in Sitka and the 
tribe hasn’t had one since.

Shakes House tours, dancing and story-
telling presentations were paused during 
the pandemic seasons of 2020 and 2021. 
“The people who do the tours, we wanted 
to make sure that they were protected,” 
said Reese. “It just wasn’t worth the risk to 

have them interacting with people in the 
early stages of COVID.”

Then, in 2022, WCA cautiously opened 
up some tours at Shakes. “Last year, it was 
sort of just, ‘we’re going to do what we 
can to safely enter back into the tourism 
realm,” said Reese. “And now this year, 
with increased numbers of ships and WCA 
staffing, we definitely needed a tourism 
coordinator to make tourism what it needs 
to be for our community and our visitors.”

Leslie, with her extensive background in 
the Wrangell tourism industry, was a good 
fit for the role. She’s worked as a cultural 
interpreter for Alaska Waters since 2004 
and served on the WCA council in 2013. 
After taking a break during the pandem-

ic to spend time with her new baby, she’s 
looking forward to contributing to the tribe 
and enhancing the experience people have 
in Wrangell, she said.

In her first season as coordinator, Leslie 
hopes to make the Shakes House more ac-
cessible to visitors. She’ll also manage the 
tribe’s contracts with tour companies, orga-
nize dancers, ensure that the Shakes House 
is cleaned regularly and develop a business 
plan to present to the tribal council.

“I really want to see the WCA get this to 
be an established and growing, sustainable 
program underneath them,” she said.

Two kinds of shows —storytelling and 
dancing —will be available for visitors this 
year, though WCA is still in the process of 

organizing its dance shows. “The WCA 
is happy to be able to share our culture, 
our storytelling and unique aspects of the 
Shtax’héen Kwáan with the visitors that 
come to Wrangell,” said Reese.

The organization also plans to expand 
its tourism presence in the coming years. 
Though that expansion is still in the early 
stages, WCA plans to bring a master carver 
to town to train Wrangell’s tribal members 
in the art of totem carving. Carving will 
be “a wonderful thing for our visitors and 
community to view,” she added.

The WCA has not yet determined wheth-
er the Chief Shakes House will be open for 
regular hours. To schedule an appointment, 
call the WCA office at 907-874-4304.

Greenhouse gardeners
Continued from page 1

Tourism coordinator
Continued from page 1

By Marc Lutz
Sentinel editor

Parents looking for someone to watch 
their children so they can earn a living may 
have to keep looking for the time being.

Efforts to find solutions to a lack of child 
care locally and statewide continue to move 
forward, but providing the service is taking 
more time than most people might like. The 
number of child care providers has dropped 
by 11% throughout the state since 2021.

In Wrangell, there have been some ef-
forts to increase the number of child care 
options, though only one, through the 
Wrangell Cooperative Association, is 
moving forward for now.

Last month, the WCA conducted a sur-
vey to assess the child care needs in town. 
Fifty households responded to questions 
regarding the type of care parents or guard-
ians currently use, how much they pay per 
month, how many children they need day 

care for and what types of curriculum they 
would like to see in a child care facility, 
among other questions.

Parents were also asked how much they 
were willing to pay per month. WCA is still 
compiling the survey results.

“I think it’s a huge challenge and there’s 
a huge need not just in Wrangell but across 
the state,” said Esther Aaltséen Reese, trib-
al administrator for WCA. “When we met 
with Sealaska (Corp.) and their board, they 
were hearing that in all the communities 
they’ve met with.”

Reese said the survey found that out of 
the 50 respondents, 12.2% are stay-at-home 
moms, 22% have no child care that they use 
regularly, 48.8% use family or friends and 
17.1% use an unlicensed facility or watch 
other children in addition to their own.

Wrangell has no state-licensed child care 
provider.

The WCA may be able to secure a 
space for child care services in an un-

used classroom at Evergreen Elementary 
School, but more work is needed to actu-
ally open a facility.

Reese said the next steps are difficult 
due to state licensing requirements, but the 
WCA is working with the Central Coun-
cil of the Tlingit & Haida Indian Tribes of 
Alaska to “see what would be required 
to move forward with a day care with all 
those (state) requirements.”

Another possible location is the vacant 
Church of God building on the corner of 
Bennett and Reid streets. However, fixes 
needed for the space may be too costly.

Pastor Kem Haggard of Harbor Light 
Assembly of God said the Church of God 
building is otherwise well-suited for a child 
care program because it has space for recre-
ation, classrooms and a kitchen. “It needed 
a lot of fixes,” he said of the building, which 
also houses a roller-skating rink. “Nobody 
could step up for that.”

Haggard’s church on Zimovia Highway 

had been suggested, but the building al-
ready hosts other programs.

“You’re talking about a Monday through 
Friday (child care service), that takes out a 
lot of things we do for the week,” he said, 
such as mission groups, basketball and 
other youth groups, plus providing lodg-
ing for different organizations like Girl 
Scouts leaders who come to town.

“It couldn’t be here because it would 
change everything we do,” Haggard said.

At the state level, legislators are con-
sidering a measure to allow businesses to 
receive tax credits for investments in child 
care services, and one that would provide 
additional financial assistance for child 
care for families who earn up to 300% of 
the poverty level.

Neither bill is likely to move forward this 
year; both could come up for consideration 
again next year.

Lack of child care remains problem for working parents in Wrangell



approved a one-year boost, while 
the Senate favors a permanent 
increase in the state’s per-student 
funding formula.

The numbers are the same — 
$175 million a year for about a 14% 
increase in state funding — but 
districts strongly prefer the annual 
certainly of the Senate proposal.

Some House members have 
proposed reducing the boost in 
school funding in order to in-
crease the dividend, but Stevens 
said that would be a difficult sell 
in the Senate.

“I’d find it hard to tell the 
public, ‘OK, we’re going to cut 
education funding to give you 
a bigger dividend,’” the Kodiak 
Republican told the Anchorage 
Daily News.

If lawmakers follow through 
with the school funding increase, 
Wrangell would receive about 

$425,000 in additional state aid 
for the 2023-2024 school year, 
a substantial boost to its gener-
al fund revenues of almost $5.1 
million. State money already 
covers about 60% of the district’s 
operating budget.

The Legislature has not 
changed the funding formula 
since 2017.

The adjournment deadline 
is Wednesday night. If law-
makers are unable to pass a 
budget by then, they could call 
themselves back to work with a 
two-thirds majority vote or the 
governor could call them into 
special session.

The House was miffed that 
the Senate has been holding 
the budget, preparing to send 
it over for a take-it-or-leave-it 
vote by the House. That by-
passes the joint conference 
committee of past years when 
members would negotiate on 

individual budget items.
“We feel like we’re being cut 

out of the process,” Speaker of the 
House Cathy Tilton, a Wasilla Re-
publican, told the Alaska Beacon 
on Saturday.

The two chambers also re-
mained at odds over capital 
budget items — public works, 
construction and maintenance 
projects.

Alaska’s budget dilemma goes 
back to the 1980s, said Gunnar 
Knapp, a former director of the 
Institute of Social and Econom-
ic Research at the University of 
Alaska Anchorage, 2013-2016.

“More than 40 years ago, 
when Alaska was awash in oil 
revenues, we made two choices 
that set us up for the political im-
passe we face, now that oil reve-
nues have dropped,” said Knapp 
on Monday.

“We got rid of our income tax — 
which disproportionately helped 

richer Alaskans. And we started 
paying out half of Permanent 
Fund earnings as dividends — 
which disproportionately helped 
poorer Alaskans,” Knapp said.

“The fundamental problem 
we face now is that we no longer 
have enough money to pay for 
services Alaskans want and not 
pay taxes and pay half of Perma-
nent Fund earnings as dividends. 
Something has to give — but we 
can’t agree on what. And it didn’t 
help that many legislators got 
elected by promising choices we 
can’t afford or wouldn’t accept.”

Finding a sustainable solution 
to Alaska’s fiscal challenge “is go-
ing to have to include some com-
bination of paying taxes and/or 
cutting dividends,” the econo-
mist said.

Gary Wilken, who served as a 
state senator from Fairbanks for a 
dozen years, including four years 
as co-chair of the Senate Finance 

Committee, said the three-quar-
ters majority vote to tap the bud-
get reserve has led to political 
stalemates for years.

“A small group of legislators 
can emerge as the true budget 
arbiters because of the need for 
a super-super majority of 75%,” 
Wilken said Monday.

Only a simple majority need 
is needed to access earnings of 
the Permanent Fund, he noted. 
“There are billions accessible with 
a simple majority vote, complete-
ly avoiding the brinkmanship 
and extortion of a few to the detri-
ment of many,” he said.

“Step back and look at Alas-
ka’s fiscal situation,” Wilken 
said. “We have $77 billion in the 
bank (the market value of the Per-
manent Fund) for the benefit of 
735,000 residents. There are coun-
tries that would die (and some 
have) for such per-capita wealth.”

Budget impasse
Continued from page 1
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Property No Owner Mailing Address Lot Block Subdivision Tax Year  Assessed Exempt Tax Penalties & 
Interest Amt Paid Amt Owed

05-001-100 AHST 148 LLC 1420 ROCKY RIDGE RD STE 380 ROSEVILLE CA 95661 1A DUNCANSON SUBD. 2022 120,600 - 482.40 62.70 - 545.10
05-001-120 AHST 148 LLC 1420 ROCKY RIDGE RD STE 380 ROSEVILLE CA 95661 1A DUNCANSON SUBD. 2022 15,000 - 60.00 7.80 - 67.80
05-001-130 AHST 148 LLC 1420 ROCKY RIDGE RD STE 380 ROSEVILLE CA 95661 1A DUNCANSON SUBD. 2022 15,000 - 60.00 7.80 - 67.80
72-340-2034 Aitken, Duke Wayne PO BOX 2134  WRANGELL AK 99929 S34 PANHANDLE T.P. 2022 3,000 - 38.25 4.97 - 43.22

02-020-102 Alascom, Inc PO BOX 7207 BEDMINSTER NJ 07921-7609 2 B DEWEY HEIGHTS SUBD. 2022 191,400 - 2,440.35 317.24 - 2,757.59
08-140-010 Boettger, Patrick J 2410 INGRA ST  ANCHORAGE AK 99808 1 4 THOMS PLACE SUBD. 2022 17,700 - 70.80 9.21 - 80.01

71-530-1053 Brown Jr, Thomas E PO Box 2065 Wrangell, AK 99929 S53 EVERGREEN T.P. 2022 13,000 - 165.75 21.56 - 187.31
71-530-1053 Brown Jr, Thomas E PO Box 2065 Wrangell, AK 99929 S53 EVERGREEN T.P. 2021 13,000 - 165.75 23.46 (160.00) 29.21
03-006-305 Burrell C & Maria Ellena Byford PO  BOX 231  WRANGELL AK 99929 Y-D BYFORD REPLAT 2022 4,800 - 61.20 7.95 - 69.15
73-150-3015 Butler, Perry PO  BOX 972  WRANGELL AK 99929 S15 BLOOMS T.P. 2018 4,900 - 62.48 36.63 - 99.11
73-150-3015 Butler, Perry PO  BOX 972  WRANGELL AK 99929 S15 BLOOMS T.P. 2021 4,900 - 62.48 15.55 - 78.03
73-150-3015 Butler, Perry PO  BOX 972  WRANGELL AK 99929 S15 BLOOMS T.P. 2022 4,900 - 62.48 8.11 - 70.59
72-300-2030 Campbell-Wright, Jon Miller PO BOX 1767 WRANGELL AK 99929 S30 PANHANDLE T.P. 2022 4,000 - 51.00 6.63 - 57.63

72-010-2001 Cano, Lorena M PO Box 2023 Wrangell, AK 99929 S1 PANHANDLE T.P. 2021 9,500 - 121.13 30.26 - 151.39

72-010-2001 Cano, Lorena M PO Box 2023 Wrangell, AK 99929 S1 PANHANDLE T.P. 2022 9,500 - 121.13 15.74 - 136.87

03-009-404 Casey, Estate, Jess C 1821 MARK ALAN ST JUNEAU AK 99801 1B USS 2589 2018 64,200 - 818.55 583.79 (91.81) 1,310.53

03-009-404 Casey, Estate, Jess C 1821 MARK ALAN ST JUNEAU AK 99801 1B USS 2589 2019 64,200 - 818.55 384.89 - 1,203.44

03-009-404 Casey, Estate, Jess C 1821 MARK ALAN ST JUNEAU AK 99801 1B USS 2589 2020 64,200 - 818.55 294.80 - 1,113.35

03-009-404 Casey, Estate, Jess C 1821 MARK ALAN ST JUNEAU AK 99801 1B USS 2589 2021 64,200 - 818.55 204.71 - 1,023.26

03-009-404 Casey, Estate, Jess C 1821 MARK ALAN ST JUNEAU AK 99801 1B USS 2589 2022 64,200 - 818.55 106.43 - 924.98

05-032-070 Charleton, Chuck 7015 164TH ST SE  SNOHOMISH WA 98296 32G T W SUBD. ISLAND H 2022 50,000 - 200.00 17.78 (66.68) 151.10

05-032-080 Charleton, Chuck 7015 164TH ST SE  SNOHOMISH WA 98296 32H T W SUBD. ISLAND H 2022 50,000 - 200.00 17.78 (66.68) 151.10
02-023-760 Christensen, Steven J (CTT MARINE) PO BOX 92  WRANGELL AK 99929 6 BOA WRANGELL MARINE SERVICE 2022 57,600 52,400.00  66.30 8.61 - 74.91
72-230-2023 Churchill, Linda Ann PO  BOX 2147  WRANGELL AK 99929 S23 PANHANDLE T.P. 2021 1,000 - 12.75 3.23 - 15.98
72-230-2023 Churchill, Linda Ann PO  BOX 2147  WRANGELL AK 99929 S23 PANHANDLE T.P. 2022 1,000 - 12.75 1.67 - 14.42

02-010-402 Churchill, Richard & Tracy PO BOX 2086 WRANGELL AK 99929 2 13 WRANGELL TOWNSITE 2022 106,900 - 1,362.98 177.19 - 1,540.17

09-050-100 Clark, Jason PO  BOX 612  WRANGELL AK 99929 ASLS 82-83 2019 25,100 - 100.40 47.04 - 147.44

09-050-100 Clark, Jason PO  BOX 612  WRANGELL AK 99929 ASLS 82-83 2020 25,100 - 100.40 36.04 - 136.44

09-050-100 Clark, Jason PO  BOX 612  WRANGELL AK 99929 ASLS 82-83 2021 25,100 - 100.40 25.04 - 125.44

09-050-100 Clark, Jason PO  BOX 612  WRANGELL AK 99929 ASLS 82-83 2022 25,100 - 100.40 13.04 - 113.44

09-050-100 Clark, Jason PO  BOX 612  WRANGELL AK 99929 ASLS 82-83 2018 25,100 - 100.40 59.04 (50.00) 109.44

01-004-654 Cool, Vern 3710 NE FLANDERS ST  PORTLAND OR 97232 3 4 USS 2127 2022 34,600 - 441.15 57.35 - 498.50

01-004-654 Cool, Vern 3710 NE FLANDERS ST  PORTLAND OR 97232 3 4 USS 2127 2019 18,000 - 229.50 108.05 - 337.55

01-004-654 Cool, Vern 3710 NE FLANDERS ST  PORTLAND OR 97232 3 4 USS 2127 2020 18,000 - 229.50 82.75 - 312.25

01-004-654 Cool, Vern 3710 NE FLANDERS ST  PORTLAND OR 97232 3 4 USS 2127 2021 18,000 - 229.50 57.45 - 286.95

01-004-654 Cool, Vern & Marquart, Kathleen 3710 NE FLANDERS ST  PORTLAND OR 97232 3 4 USS 2127 2018 18,000 - 229.50 135.65 - 365.15
72-490-2050 David Newman & Elizabeth Cabot PO  BOX 2261  WRANGELL AK 99929 S49 PANHANDLE T.P. 2022 1,500 - 19.13 2.48 - 21.61

08-140-130 Diment, Brendon Gene 11410 NE 124TH ST # 327 KIRKLAND WA 98034 13 4 THOMS PLACE SUBD. 2018 64,100 - 256.40 151.08 - 407.48

08-140-130 Diment, Brendon Gene 11410 NE 124TH ST # 327 KIRKLAND WA 98034 13 4 THOMS PLACE SUBD. 2019 64,100 - 256.40 120.36 - 376.76

08-140-130 Diment, Brendon Gene 11410 NE 124TH ST # 327 KIRKLAND WA 98034 13 4 THOMS PLACE SUBD. 2020 64,100 - 256.40 92.20 - 348.60

08-140-130 Diment, Brendon Gene 11410 NE 124TH ST # 327 KIRKLAND WA 98034 13 4 THOMS PLACE SUBD. 2021 64,100 - 256.40 64.04 - 320.44

08-140-130 Diment, Brendon Gene 11410 NE 124TH ST # 327 KIRKLAND WA 98034 13 4 THOMS PLACE SUBD. 2022 64,100 - 256.40 33.32 - 289.72

03-010-207 Duman, Michael & Martin, Brett PO BOX 1976 SITKA AK 99835 13 USS 2589 2020 192,600 - 2,455.65 884.13 - 3,339.78

03-010-224 Duman, Michael & Martin, Brett PO BOX 1976 SITKA AK 99835 2 USS 3534 2020 109,200 - 1,392.30 501.15 - 1,893.45

03-010-207 Duman, Michael & Martin, Brett PO BOX 1976 SITKA AK 99835 13 USS 2589 2022 36,800 - 469.20 60.99 - 530.19

03-010-224 Duman, Michael & Martin, Brett PO BOX 1976 SITKA AK 99835 2 USS 3534 2022 17,900 - 228.23 29.66 - 257.89

08-320-020 Duman, Michael & Martin, Brett 43166 THOMAS DR  SCIO OR 97374 2 2 THOMS PLACE SUBD. 2021 33,800 - 135.20 35.09 (14.85) 155.44

08-320-020 Duman, Michael & Martin, Brett 43166 THOMAS DR  SCIO OR 97374 2 2 THOMS PLACE SUBD. 2022 33,800 - 135.20 17.57 - 152.77
11-100-110 Ellis, David C PO  BOX 1349  PETERSBURG AK 99833 11 NORTHERN FARM ISL. SUBD. 2022 17,700 - 70.80 1.33 (60.80) 11.33

03-006-352 Everson, Merton E PO BOX 1273 WRANGELL AK 99929 TRACT Z3 ROAD HOUSE SUBD. 2022 45,000 - 573.75 74.60 - 648.35

03-006-353 Everson, Merton E PO BOX 1273 WRANGELL AK 99929 TRACT Z4 ROAD HOUSE SUBD. 2022 45,000 - 573.75 74.60 - 648.35
10-300-300 Fager, Galen D West, Justin PO  BOX 604  HALFWAY OR 97834 TRACT C SERGIEF ISL. SUBD. 2021 18,700 - 74.80 18.73 - 93.53
10-300-300 Fager, Galen D West, Justin PO  BOX 604  HALFWAY OR 97834 TRACT C SERGIEF ISL. SUBD. 2022 18,700 - 74.80 9.73 - 84.53

CITY AND BOROUGH OF WRANGELL
FORECLOSURE LIST

TAX YEARS 2017 - 2022



Property No Owner Mailing Address Lot Block Subdivision Tax Year  Assessed Exempt Tax Penalties & 
Interest Amt Paid Amt Owed

05-001-100 AHST 148 LLC 1420 ROCKY RIDGE RD STE 380 ROSEVILLE CA 95661 1A DUNCANSON SUBD. 2022 120,600 - 482.40 62.70 - 545.10
05-001-120 AHST 148 LLC 1420 ROCKY RIDGE RD STE 380 ROSEVILLE CA 95661 1A DUNCANSON SUBD. 2022 15,000 - 60.00 7.80 - 67.80
05-001-130 AHST 148 LLC 1420 ROCKY RIDGE RD STE 380 ROSEVILLE CA 95661 1A DUNCANSON SUBD. 2022 15,000 - 60.00 7.80 - 67.80
72-340-2034 Aitken, Duke Wayne PO BOX 2134  WRANGELL AK 99929 S34 PANHANDLE T.P. 2022 3,000 - 38.25 4.97 - 43.22

02-020-102 Alascom, Inc PO BOX 7207 BEDMINSTER NJ 07921-7609 2 B DEWEY HEIGHTS SUBD. 2022 191,400 - 2,440.35 317.24 - 2,757.59
08-140-010 Boettger, Patrick J 2410 INGRA ST  ANCHORAGE AK 99808 1 4 THOMS PLACE SUBD. 2022 17,700 - 70.80 9.21 - 80.01

71-530-1053 Brown Jr, Thomas E PO Box 2065 Wrangell, AK 99929 S53 EVERGREEN T.P. 2022 13,000 - 165.75 21.56 - 187.31
71-530-1053 Brown Jr, Thomas E PO Box 2065 Wrangell, AK 99929 S53 EVERGREEN T.P. 2021 13,000 - 165.75 23.46 (160.00) 29.21
03-006-305 Burrell C & Maria Ellena Byford PO  BOX 231  WRANGELL AK 99929 Y-D BYFORD REPLAT 2022 4,800 - 61.20 7.95 - 69.15
73-150-3015 Butler, Perry PO  BOX 972  WRANGELL AK 99929 S15 BLOOMS T.P. 2018 4,900 - 62.48 36.63 - 99.11
73-150-3015 Butler, Perry PO  BOX 972  WRANGELL AK 99929 S15 BLOOMS T.P. 2021 4,900 - 62.48 15.55 - 78.03
73-150-3015 Butler, Perry PO  BOX 972  WRANGELL AK 99929 S15 BLOOMS T.P. 2022 4,900 - 62.48 8.11 - 70.59
72-300-2030 Campbell-Wright, Jon Miller PO BOX 1767 WRANGELL AK 99929 S30 PANHANDLE T.P. 2022 4,000 - 51.00 6.63 - 57.63

72-010-2001 Cano, Lorena M PO Box 2023 Wrangell, AK 99929 S1 PANHANDLE T.P. 2021 9,500 - 121.13 30.26 - 151.39

72-010-2001 Cano, Lorena M PO Box 2023 Wrangell, AK 99929 S1 PANHANDLE T.P. 2022 9,500 - 121.13 15.74 - 136.87

03-009-404 Casey, Estate, Jess C 1821 MARK ALAN ST JUNEAU AK 99801 1B USS 2589 2018 64,200 - 818.55 583.79 (91.81) 1,310.53

03-009-404 Casey, Estate, Jess C 1821 MARK ALAN ST JUNEAU AK 99801 1B USS 2589 2019 64,200 - 818.55 384.89 - 1,203.44

03-009-404 Casey, Estate, Jess C 1821 MARK ALAN ST JUNEAU AK 99801 1B USS 2589 2020 64,200 - 818.55 294.80 - 1,113.35

03-009-404 Casey, Estate, Jess C 1821 MARK ALAN ST JUNEAU AK 99801 1B USS 2589 2021 64,200 - 818.55 204.71 - 1,023.26

03-009-404 Casey, Estate, Jess C 1821 MARK ALAN ST JUNEAU AK 99801 1B USS 2589 2022 64,200 - 818.55 106.43 - 924.98

05-032-070 Charleton, Chuck 7015 164TH ST SE  SNOHOMISH WA 98296 32G T W SUBD. ISLAND H 2022 50,000 - 200.00 17.78 (66.68) 151.10

05-032-080 Charleton, Chuck 7015 164TH ST SE  SNOHOMISH WA 98296 32H T W SUBD. ISLAND H 2022 50,000 - 200.00 17.78 (66.68) 151.10
02-023-760 Christensen, Steven J (CTT MARINE) PO BOX 92  WRANGELL AK 99929 6 BOA WRANGELL MARINE SERVICE 2022 57,600 52,400.00  66.30 8.61 - 74.91
72-230-2023 Churchill, Linda Ann PO  BOX 2147  WRANGELL AK 99929 S23 PANHANDLE T.P. 2021 1,000 - 12.75 3.23 - 15.98
72-230-2023 Churchill, Linda Ann PO  BOX 2147  WRANGELL AK 99929 S23 PANHANDLE T.P. 2022 1,000 - 12.75 1.67 - 14.42

02-010-402 Churchill, Richard & Tracy PO BOX 2086 WRANGELL AK 99929 2 13 WRANGELL TOWNSITE 2022 106,900 - 1,362.98 177.19 - 1,540.17

09-050-100 Clark, Jason PO  BOX 612  WRANGELL AK 99929 ASLS 82-83 2019 25,100 - 100.40 47.04 - 147.44

09-050-100 Clark, Jason PO  BOX 612  WRANGELL AK 99929 ASLS 82-83 2020 25,100 - 100.40 36.04 - 136.44

09-050-100 Clark, Jason PO  BOX 612  WRANGELL AK 99929 ASLS 82-83 2021 25,100 - 100.40 25.04 - 125.44

09-050-100 Clark, Jason PO  BOX 612  WRANGELL AK 99929 ASLS 82-83 2022 25,100 - 100.40 13.04 - 113.44

09-050-100 Clark, Jason PO  BOX 612  WRANGELL AK 99929 ASLS 82-83 2018 25,100 - 100.40 59.04 (50.00) 109.44

01-004-654 Cool, Vern 3710 NE FLANDERS ST  PORTLAND OR 97232 3 4 USS 2127 2022 34,600 - 441.15 57.35 - 498.50

01-004-654 Cool, Vern 3710 NE FLANDERS ST  PORTLAND OR 97232 3 4 USS 2127 2019 18,000 - 229.50 108.05 - 337.55

01-004-654 Cool, Vern 3710 NE FLANDERS ST  PORTLAND OR 97232 3 4 USS 2127 2020 18,000 - 229.50 82.75 - 312.25

01-004-654 Cool, Vern 3710 NE FLANDERS ST  PORTLAND OR 97232 3 4 USS 2127 2021 18,000 - 229.50 57.45 - 286.95

01-004-654 Cool, Vern & Marquart, Kathleen 3710 NE FLANDERS ST  PORTLAND OR 97232 3 4 USS 2127 2018 18,000 - 229.50 135.65 - 365.15
72-490-2050 David Newman & Elizabeth Cabot PO  BOX 2261  WRANGELL AK 99929 S49 PANHANDLE T.P. 2022 1,500 - 19.13 2.48 - 21.61

08-140-130 Diment, Brendon Gene 11410 NE 124TH ST # 327 KIRKLAND WA 98034 13 4 THOMS PLACE SUBD. 2018 64,100 - 256.40 151.08 - 407.48

08-140-130 Diment, Brendon Gene 11410 NE 124TH ST # 327 KIRKLAND WA 98034 13 4 THOMS PLACE SUBD. 2019 64,100 - 256.40 120.36 - 376.76

08-140-130 Diment, Brendon Gene 11410 NE 124TH ST # 327 KIRKLAND WA 98034 13 4 THOMS PLACE SUBD. 2020 64,100 - 256.40 92.20 - 348.60

08-140-130 Diment, Brendon Gene 11410 NE 124TH ST # 327 KIRKLAND WA 98034 13 4 THOMS PLACE SUBD. 2021 64,100 - 256.40 64.04 - 320.44

08-140-130 Diment, Brendon Gene 11410 NE 124TH ST # 327 KIRKLAND WA 98034 13 4 THOMS PLACE SUBD. 2022 64,100 - 256.40 33.32 - 289.72

03-010-207 Duman, Michael & Martin, Brett PO BOX 1976 SITKA AK 99835 13 USS 2589 2020 192,600 - 2,455.65 884.13 - 3,339.78

03-010-224 Duman, Michael & Martin, Brett PO BOX 1976 SITKA AK 99835 2 USS 3534 2020 109,200 - 1,392.30 501.15 - 1,893.45

03-010-207 Duman, Michael & Martin, Brett PO BOX 1976 SITKA AK 99835 13 USS 2589 2022 36,800 - 469.20 60.99 - 530.19

03-010-224 Duman, Michael & Martin, Brett PO BOX 1976 SITKA AK 99835 2 USS 3534 2022 17,900 - 228.23 29.66 - 257.89

08-320-020 Duman, Michael & Martin, Brett 43166 THOMAS DR  SCIO OR 97374 2 2 THOMS PLACE SUBD. 2021 33,800 - 135.20 35.09 (14.85) 155.44

08-320-020 Duman, Michael & Martin, Brett 43166 THOMAS DR  SCIO OR 97374 2 2 THOMS PLACE SUBD. 2022 33,800 - 135.20 17.57 - 152.77
11-100-110 Ellis, David C PO  BOX 1349  PETERSBURG AK 99833 11 NORTHERN FARM ISL. SUBD. 2022 17,700 - 70.80 1.33 (60.80) 11.33

03-006-352 Everson, Merton E PO BOX 1273 WRANGELL AK 99929 TRACT Z3 ROAD HOUSE SUBD. 2022 45,000 - 573.75 74.60 - 648.35

03-006-353 Everson, Merton E PO BOX 1273 WRANGELL AK 99929 TRACT Z4 ROAD HOUSE SUBD. 2022 45,000 - 573.75 74.60 - 648.35
10-300-300 Fager, Galen D West, Justin PO  BOX 604  HALFWAY OR 97834 TRACT C SERGIEF ISL. SUBD. 2021 18,700 - 74.80 18.73 - 93.53
10-300-300 Fager, Galen D West, Justin PO  BOX 604  HALFWAY OR 97834 TRACT C SERGIEF ISL. SUBD. 2022 18,700 - 74.80 9.73 - 84.53

CITY AND BOROUGH OF WRANGELL
FORECLOSURE LIST
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By Yereth Rosen
Alaska Beacon

Alaska’s coastal communities are home 
to more than a third of the U.S. wastewater 
plants still allowed to treat their sewage at 
the lowest and most basic level. But six cit-
ies in Southeast Alaska, including Wrangell, 
may soon have to invest in improvements 
to better clean their wastewater before dis-
charging it into the ocean.

That is the message from draft permits 
that have been released or are to be released 
by the Environmental Protection Agency, 
which has determined that too much bacte-
ria is going from the communities into ma-
rine waters.

The agency the first week of May issued 
a draft permit for the Haines Borough’s 
wastewater plant that calls for disinfection 
of bacteria in the treated discharge. As of 
now, there is no disinfection at the Haines 
plant, and its discharges contain high levels 
of fecal coliform and enterococcus bacteria, 
common pollutants in sewage, the EPA 
said. To meet state water-quality standards, 
the plant relies on a large “mixing zone” in 

Portage Cove.
Mixing zones are defined by the Alaska 

Department of Environmental Conserva-
tion as areas “where a permitted wastewa-
ter discharge undergoes initial dilution,” 
and where pollutant levels may exceed wa-
ter-quality standards.

According to EPA’s analysis, the mixing 
zone used in Haines is no longer adequate. 
Wrangell discharges its wastewater into Zi-
movia Strait, where it is mixed and diluted 
by the strong flows.

A similar disinfection requirement is 
contained in a new draft permit issued in 
October for the wastewater treatment plant 
at Wrangell. The borough recently received 
a new cost estimate for adding a chlorine 
disinfection process to its wastewater dis-
charge — about $12.5 million for construc-
tion, plus ongoing operating costs.

“This is considerably more than what we 
were planning on,” Borough Manager Jeff 
Good said last month.

Under the draft permit, Wrangell would 
have five years to meet the higher standards 
for its water discharge.

Yet to come, EPA said, are new drafts for 
Skagway, Sitka, Petersburg and Ketchikan. 
All six Southeast sites are operating on per-
mits that were issued more than 20 years 
ago and have been periodically extended.

The six communities, all discharging into 
fast-moving marine waters, are among a 
select few in the nation that have munici-
pal wastewater plants allowed to use mere 
primary treatment on the wastes they pro-
cess, according to EPA. Primary treatment 
screens out solids, and all six plants rely on 
large mixing zones in their discharge areas.

The vast majority of publicly operated 
wastewater plants in the nation are required 
to do at least a second level of treatment, 
said Suzanne Skadowski, a spokeswoman 
for EPA’s Seattle-based Region 10 office. 
Secondary treatment employs bacterial and 
additional physical separation to remove 
about 85% of contaminants; it is now stan-
dard practice at most plants. Some plants 
use a third level of treatment, which uses 
more advanced methods to remove con-
taminants.

In all, 24 plants around the nation are 

exempted from the secondary-treatment 
requirement, and nine are in Alaska — Peli-
can, Whittier and Anchorage, plus the six in 
Southeast that could soon face new permit 
requirements.

Of the nine Alaska plants with waivers, 
the biggest by far is the wastewater treat-
ment facility operated by the Anchorage 
Water and Wastewater Utility.  The plant, 
which serves most residents of the state’s 
largest city, discharges into the silty and 
swift-moving waters of Cook Inlet. Unlike 
the six Southeast Alaska sites, the plant uses 
disinfectant — chlorine — as part of the 
treatment before wastewater is discharged 
into the inlet.

The plant is operating with a permit is-
sued in 2000 and continued through admin-
istrative action, Skadowski said, adding that 
the federal agency is working with the state 
and Anchorage to update data on the facili-
ty’s operation and its water quality.

The Alaska Beacon is an independent, do-
nor-funded news organization. The Sentinel 
contributed reporting to this story.

EPA focused on new wastewater discharge requirements throughout Southeast
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Obituaries

Frank Duane Kelly, 86, of Wrangell, 
passed away April 30 in Wrangell after 
battling a long illness. 

He was born in North Dakota on 
Feb. 23, 1937. He enlisted at a young 
age and served four years in the U.S. 
Army. After an honorable discharge 
from the service, he began his journey 
and love for Alaska.

He logged and fished throughout 
Southeast until choosing to settle in 
Wrangell with his sister Patricia and 
brother-in-law Bill Overbay. “Everyone 
knew Duane as just ‘Kelly,’” his fami-
ly wrote. “He worked with Bill on the 

pile driver and fished many years on the 
Miss Susan.”

“Kelly enjoyed sportfishing, an occa-
sional pull-tab while watching a good 
baseball game. He was a quiet man 
with a kind smile who will be greatly 
missed,” his family wrote.

He is survived by his sisters Patricia 
Overbay, Helen Christianson and Lou-
ise Eisenzimmer, and sister-in-law Mar-
ilyn Kelly, along with many nieces and 
nephews. 

A military funeral honors ceremony 
will be held later this summer.

Fisherman Frank Duane Kelly dies at 86

FRANK DUANE KELLY

By Alex DeMarban

Anchorage Daily News
The Central Council of the 

Tlingit and Haida Indian Tribes of 
Alaska, based in Juneau and rep-
resenting more than 35,000 tribal 
citizens, and the Tanana Chiefs 
Conference, based in Fairbanks 
and representing 42 villages, an-
nounced they are leaving the 
state’s largest Native organization.

In earlier decisions, three of the 
state’s 12 regional Native corpora-
tions have also left the politically 
powerful Alaska Federation of 
Natives in recent years.

AFN continues to represent 
more than 200 federally recog-
nized tribes, 184 Native village 
corporations, nine Native regional 
corporations and 11 regional trib-
al consortiums. It was formed in 
1966 to settle land claims and now 
works as a cultural, economic and 
political advocacy group.

The Tlingit and Haida Council 
executive council voted on May 1 
to end its long-standing member-
ship with AFN. Tlingit and Haida 
is the largest federally recognized 
tribe in Alaska.

In a statement, Tlingit and 
Haida officials emphasized the 
tribe’s desire to carve its own path 
in a region it knows better than 
anyone, and to collaborate with 
other governments and entities as 
a sovereign power.

“It has always been in the best 
interest of the tribe to directly pro-
mote, advance and advocate for 
our people and communities, and 
we have positioned the tribe and 
strategically built our capacity to 
do just that,” said Richard Chalyee 
Éesh Peterson, Tlingit and Haida 
council president.

Peterson said members of the 
executive council believe Tlingit 
and Haida is at a point now where 
the tribe can manage its relations 
without AFN assistance. The 
Southeast tribe will save about 
$65,000 a year in dues to AFN.

The Tlingit and Haida council 
will continue to collaborate with 
AFN as needed, Peterson said.

Some of the other organizations 
that have recently quit AFN cited 
a variety of concerns, including 
disagreement on how disputes be-
tween organizations are handled.

The Tanana Chiefs Conference 
said in a statement that its biggest 
priority is the protection of salmon 
that feed communities in the Inte-
rior region, and that its goals are 
not being met.

“Over the past few years, over 

40 resolutions were passed by the 
full board at AFN that support 
a subsistence way of life, but no 
significant action has been taken 
on those (salmon) directives,” the 
organization said. “A lot of effort, 
time, and money goes toward par-
ticipating in AFN and it is import-
ant that those resources be utilized 
to their maximum potential to ad-
vance TCC’s tribal priorities.”

Tanana Chiefs Conference said 
a poll of tribal delegates led to a 
majority vote against renewing 
membership in AFN, the state-
ment said. On April 28, the exec-
utive board approved the with-
drawal and notified the statewide 
organization.

The Aleut Corp., representing 
Alaska Native shareholders from 
the Aleutian Islands region, de-
cided shortly after the AFN con-
vention last fall that it would not 
renew its AFN membership this 
year, said Skoey Vergen, chief 
executive of the Aleut Corp., in a 
phone call.

In the convention in October, 
people from the Aleutians region 
and Alaska Peninsula stood and 
turned their backs to protest a 
floor vote that pitted their region 
against others seeking to protect 
salmon runs in Southwest Alaska 
and the Interior.

The AFN decision called for a 
potential reduction in the amount 
of fish caught in a state-managed 
fishery off the Alaska Peninsula, 
in order to protect salmon runs 
that have crashed on the state’s 
two largest rivers, the Yukon and 
Kuskokwim.

“The AFN motto last year was 
unity, and AFN has bylaws that 
should not allow a divisive res-
olution to make it to the floor,” 
Vergen said. “We were just trying 
to protect our fishery and felt we 
were unfairly being singled out.”

Two other regional Alaska Na-
tive corporations withdrew from 
AFN in recent years and have 
not returned.

The board of Arctic Slope Re-
gional Corp., representing Native 
shareholders from the oil-rich 
North Slope region, approved 
a withdrawal in 2019, citing 
long-standing tension with AFN.

The board of Doyon, the biggest 
private landowner in Alaska and 
representing Native shareholders 
from the Interior, voted to remove 
the corporation from AFN in 2020.

Last week, Doyon publicly ex-
plained the reason behind its deci-
sion, at the urging of shareholders, 
according to a statement from the 
corporation.

The regional Native corporation 
said that for well over a decade it 
has sought to see improvements in 
the organization, but not enough 
has changed.

“The needed work on conflict 
resolution among various Native 
constituents was highlighted at 
the 2022 AFN convention when 
a proposed resolution address-
ing subsistence fish declines on 
the Yukon River was met with 
impasse and conflict,” the state-
ment said.

Tlingit and Haida Council
quits Alaska Federation
of Natives organization



By Marc Lutz
Sentinel editor

Since 2019, Caitlin Cardinell 
has worked as the liaison be-
tween members of the Stikine 
River Jet Boat Association and 
cruise lines to schedule tours 
and advocate for the organiza-
tion.

After 10 years in Wrangell 
and seeing the SRJBA through 
the COVID-19 pandemic, Cardi-
nell is resigning her position as 
executive director and returning 
to Minnesota.

Though the position has been 
a challenge, her reasons for 
leaving are to spend more time 
with her aging parents. She will 
maintain a home in Wrangell 
but plans to spend the next year 
in the Twin Cities area.

“The bulk of my career with 
the jet boat association has been 
dampened by COVID,” she 
said. “I’ve witnessed the col-
lapse and now the rebuilding of 
the industry, globally, regional-
ly and locally. That was a lot to 
navigate.”

She said it was an incredi-
ble learning experience to go 
through a complete shutdown 
and reopening of the tourism 
industry. “It’s like everyone 
in tourism had to relearn how 
to do everything over again. 
Communications were slower, 
everything just took longer and 
was more tedious to get up off 
the ground compared to how it 
went in 2019.”

However, Cardinell said the 
experience she’s gained through 
working with the SRJBA has 
given her the confidence to tack-
le any business.

“I could walk into any busi-
ness and run it,” she said. “If 
you give me a month, I’ve al-
ways been the type to learn as I 

go. I literally run this business, 
every aspect of it. Marketing, 
communications and (public re-
lations), accounting, operations, 
contract negotiations, sales, ev-
ery aspect of business.”

It’s her plan to pass along ev-
erything she’s learned to Erin 
Galla, who will take over the 
job by June 1. Cardinell will stay 
until the end of the month un-
less she is needed a little longer.

Last Thursday, Galla helped 
Cardinell greet tour boat pas-
sengers disembarking from 
the Ocean Victory, Wrangell’s 
first cruise ship of the season. 
Though Galla had been meeting 
and training with Cardinell on-
line while finishing school in Ju-
neau for the past month, it was 
her first real day on the job.

Galla graduated last month 
with a bachelor of science de-
gree in environmental resources 
from the University of Alaska 
Southeast.

“I’ve been working with the 
SRJBA for the last nine seasons 
as a deckhand with my dad 
(Mark Galla), and after college 
I wanted to get into a good job 
… and this opportunity opened 
up,” Galla said. The recent col-
lege graduate was born and 
raised in Wrangell. “I figured 
it would be a good (job) to ap-
ply for and see if I’d be a good 
candidate for it, and I ended up 
getting the job.”

She said she wanted a job that 
would help her get involved in 

By Marc Lutz
Sentinel editor

How many times can you tell your kid 
to go play in the ocean and mean it? At 
least once a year for U.S. Forest Service 
and school staff.

On May 9, teachers, parents and Forest 
Service employees taught 82 kindergar-
ten through third grade students about 
tidepool sea life, tree identification, an-
imal skulls and fur, digging clams and 
more at Shoemaker Bay during low tide.

“Today, you guys are going to help me 
get some clams and we’re going to send 
them out to have them tested (for toxins). 
Who’s gone clam digging before?” said 
Kim Wickman, IGAP technician with 
the Wrangell Cooperative Association, 
as she instructed a group of kids. Lots of 
hands shot up in response. “Nice! We’ve 
got two types of clams we’re going to get 
today.”

She went on to talk about smooth-
shelled butter clams and ridged-shelled 
cockles. “See the ridges? Ruffles have 
ridges. Who eats ridged potato chips? 
When you think of cockles, think of po-
tato chips.”

Kids took up their digging tools and 
dispersed along the water’s edge, look-
ing for dime-sized holes, an indication 
that a clam is buried down a few inches. 

Parent volunteer DaNika Smalley, her 
children and a couple other kids intently 
dug in one such spot only to find a clam 
that shuffled off this mortal coil. “It’s 
dead,” she said, and they set about to 

find another hole.
Teacher Jenn Davies brought her 

third grade class to participate, washing 
ashore plenty of memories for her.

“I grew up in Wrangell,” she said. “We 
had Sea Day when I was (in school). It’s a 
tradition. I remember it being a lot of fun. 
It used to be at City Park. It was a little 
more loose. There was a big fire, lots of 
food and a lot of parents, and you went 
exploring.”

These days, students rotate through 

six learning stations. High school teacher 
Heather Howe taught kids about finding 
sea life in tidepools; Wickman taught 
about clams and shellfish; Forest Service 
staffers Corree Delabrue and Jennifer 
Kardiak taught nature journaling; while 
coworkers Brook McHolland and Tory 
Houser taught tree identification and an-
imal skulls and fur identification, respec-
tively, with help from Kayleigh McCar-
thy; and Kevin Kocarek and Betsy Wirt, 
also with the Forest Service, taught about 
aquatic insects.

Delabrue became involved in Sea Day 
in 2011 when kindergarten teacher Vicki 
Buness-Taylor had already been organiz-
ing the event for years. 

“When Vicki retired, the school had 
trouble finding someone with time to 
organize it and there was a couple years 
where they didn’t hold a Sea Day,” she 
said. Delabrue took over organizing in 
2019 as part of her Forest Service out-
reach duties, except for a pandemic break 
in 2020 and 2021.

According to Delabrue, the Wrangell 
Ranger District took over organizing Sea 
Day to keep kids exploring and learning 
about the outdoors.

“It helps students understand the re-
sources of our temperate rainforest hab-
itat, even if the field trip does not occur 
on Forest Service lands,” she said. “Shoe-
maker Park is an ideal field trip for the 
students because it is close and provides 
a wide variety of habitats to explore — 
not just the sea, but also a freshwater 
creek and forested areas.”

In the Shoemaker shelter, Houser 
taught kids about different animal skulls, 
pointing out the difference in teeth be-
tween moose and bear skulls.

“I want you guys to feel your teeth. 
Feel the ones in the back. What kind of 
animal are we,” she said. “Are we a car-
nivore?”

“Omnivore,” came the shouted replies.
“Good job! We eat everything,” she 

said, though a few kids took exception 
with vegetables.
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Elementary school kids dig nature on Sea Day, literally

PHOTO BY MARC LUTZ/WRANGELL SENTINEL
Ranger Tory Houser shows students from Evergreen Elementary School the skull 
of a bear and talks about identifying characteristics of the skull.

Cardinell resigns from jet boat association, trains Galla as replacement

PHOTO BY MARC LUTZ/WRANGELL SENTINEL
Stikine River Jet Boat Association Executive Director Caitlin Car-
dinell, right, talks with passengers disembarking the Ocean Vic-
tory cruise ship last Thursday — the first ship of the summer for 
Wrangell. Cardinell is training her replacement, Erin Galla, left, 
who will take over the job on June 1.Continued on page 11
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1. Unit of angle
2. Headgear to control a horse
3. Clots
4. Follows sigma
5. A woman who is the superior of 
a group of nuns
6. Greek units of weight
8. Radio direction finder (abbr.)
9. Systems, doctrines, theories
11. Stony waste matter
14. Bravo! Bravo! Bravo!
15. Hostile to others
18. U.S. State
19. Not wet
20. Something one thinks up
22. Where beer is made
23. Clumsy person

24. Belonging to us
27. Canadian flyers
28. Greek goddess of the dawn
29. Snakelike fish
31. Unhappy
32. Fruit
33. Not good
34. Zero degrees Celsius
35. Goo Goo Dolls’ hit
36. Crawls into the head (folklore)
37. Legally responsible
38. Move in a playful way
39. Regarded with deep affection
40. Partner to flowed
44. Native American tribe
47. Head honcho

CLUES ACROSS

CLUES DOWN

1. Relative biological effective-
ness (abbr.)
4. Chinese philosophical principle
7. Branch
8. Jewish spiritual leader
10. Slang for requests
12. “So Human An Animal” author
13. Rocker Billy
14. British Air Aces
16. Type of tree
17. “Tough Little Boys” singer 
Gary
19. State attorneys
20. Goddess of fertility
21. Localities
25. Beloved singer Charles
26. Clue
27. Ridge of jagged rock below 

sea surface
29. Helsinki neighborhood
30. Farm resident
31. Ocean
32. Where ballplayers work
39. Unable to hear
41. Cool!
42. Cape Verde capital
43. One point north of due east
44. Kilo yard (abbr.)
45. Middle Eastern nation
46. It yields Manila hemp
48. People operate it (abbr.)
49. Regenerate
50. Not healthy
51. Chinese sword
52. Mild expression of surprise

Crossword      Answers on Page 12

Tundra                                  by Chad Carpenter

Ritter’s River                            by Marc Lutz

Police report
Monday, May 8
Illegal parking: Citation issued 
for blocking roadway.
Agency assist: Alaska State 
Troopers.
Agency assist: Alaska Depart-
ment of Transportation.
Violation of conditions of 
release.

Tuesday, May 9
Dead animal: Porcupine re-
moved from roadway.
Agency assist: Alaska Depart-
ment of Transportation.
Agency assist: Alaska State 
Troopers.
Dog complaint: Barking dog.
Agency assist: Fire Depart-
ment.

Wednesday, May 10
Subpoena service.

Thursday, May 11
False alarm.
Agency assist: Ambulance.
Welfare check.

Suspicious circumstance.

Friday, May 12
Agency assist: Ambulance.
Agency assist: Petersburg 
Police Department.
Civil issue.
Agency assist: Ambulance.
Threats.
Agency assist: Fire Depart-
ment.
Auto theft.

Saturday, May 13
Undgerage party.
Unlawful contact.

Sunday, May 14
Traffic stop: Verbal warning 
for headlight out.
Dog complaint.
Found property.
Intoxicated person.
During this reporting period 
there were five agency assists 
for the Hoonah Police Depart-
ment.

PHOTO BY MARC LUTZ/WRANGELL SENTINEL
Richard Turner trims back a shrub last Friday during the Parks and Recreation Department’s 
community collaboration event. Volunteers trimmed, weeded and cleaned up streetside plant-
ers throughout downtown and were treated to a voucher for food at J&W’s Fast Food for their 
efforts. In all, 18 people showed up to help despite the gray and wet weather.

Just a trim on the top



By Anna Laffrey
Ketchikan Daily News

A state judge has ruled that 
Southeast Traditional Trib-
al Values posters may hang 
throughout the Ketchikan 
School District, rejecting a 
lawsuit that sought to ban the 
posters.

The judge’s ruling also allows 
the schools to continue using 
the tribal values in programs 
about expected behaviors.

Ketchikan Superior Court 
Judge Katherine H. Lybrand’s 
order, which was announced 
on May 8, rejected a lawsuit 
that Justin Breese and Rebecca 
King filed last year against the 
Ketchikan School District and 
Ketchikan Charter School over 
posters titled “Southeast Tradi-
tional Tribal Values.”

The posters feature an image 
of a totem pole, the phrase “Our 
Way of Life” and display a list 
of 14 traditional values such as 
“Be Strong in Mind, Body and 
Spirit,” “Patience,” “Humor” 
and “Speak with Care” that an 
elders forum on traditional val-
ues developed in 2004.

Breese and King argued that 
one of the 14 values, “Reverence 
for Our Creator,” is religious 
and asked the court to order that 
the posters be removed from 
schools and bar the schools from 
using the values in a behavioral 
incentive program.

The plaintiffs sued on behalf 
of themselves and their children 
who attend Ketchikan schools.

King is a teacher for Ketchikan 
Charter School, where the val-
ues are posted widely and in-
corporated in a behavioral re-
ward program that recognizes 
students who embody a chosen 
“value of the week” from the list 
of traditional values.

Breese and King represented 
themselves in court. The trial 
spanned about eight hours over 
two days the first week of May.

According to the judge’s rul-
ing, Breese and King raised 

the case because they “believe 
the current use of the poster is 
teaching the values themselves 
and setting an expectation that 
students must follow all of the 
values in order to be a good stu-
dent.”

The plaintiffs argued that the 
district is violating the state and 
U.S. constitutions, which protect 
the right “not to believe in any 
religion” and “mandates gov-
ernment neutrality” between 
religion and non-religion.

Lybrand ruled in favor of the 
district, which argued that the 
value of “Reverence for Our 
Creator” is not religious but re-
flects Indigenous people’s way 
of being, and is an important 
tool for cross-cultural under-
standing and place-based learn-
ing in schools.

The judge wrote: “Historical-
ly, Southeast Indigenous peo-
ple’s practices, language and 
way of life were suppressed, 
often violently, by the Western 
world. The development of the 
Southeast Traditional Tribal 
Values poster was an effort to 
record traditional tribal values 
and have the record of those 

values available for younger 
generations as well as for the 
Western world.”

The court considered evi-
dence about the value of “Rev-
erence for Our Creator” from 
individuals who work for the 
school district and from ex-
perts on Southeast Alaska In-
digenous cultures.

Teresa Varnell, who belongs 
to the Haida Nation and is cul-
tural coordinator for the school 
district, received permission to 
purchase the posters in 2021. 
She bought enough so that ev-
ery classroom could have one 
if the teacher wanted, and for 
display in common areas like 
school lobbies.

According to Lybrand’s de-
cision, “Reverence for Our Cre-
ator” promotes “a belief that all 
beings should be respected and 
valued,” and that tribal values 
are indeed “comprehensive and 
part of the fabric of Indigenous 
life.” The judge further wrote, 
“There are no efforts to convert 
individuals into Indigenous cul-
ture or Tribal membership.”
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Judge rules Ketchikan schools 
can display tribal values posters

FOR SALE
Two Stikine River properties 
on King Slough: 200-foot front-
age, 6-plus acres, $80,000; 8-acre 
backlot, lots of good access, 
$60,000. Willing to finance. Call 
907-518-0101.

FREE ADS
Do you have something to sell? 
Having a garage sale? Looking 
to buy something? Classified 
ads for individuals and commu-
nity groups are free in the Sen-
tinel. Contact Amber at 907-874-
2301 or email wrgsent@gmail.
com.

FREE 
Recycled newspapers. Stop by 
the Sentinel to pick some up.

Classified

the community and to estab-
lish her stance as an adult “in-
stead of a child of Wrangell.”

The executive director posi-
tion can be demanding at time, 
yet Cardinell’s connections in 
the cruise lines are apprecia-
tive of her hard work.

“All last summer (I worked 
with Cardinell). We made 14 
port calls to Wrangell,” said 
Becca Maxey, assistant expedi-
tion leader on the Ocean Vic-
tory. “I got to work with her 
through the winter to line up 
contracts to set up dates and 
contracts for this summer.”

Maxey described Cardinell 
as a clear communicator who 
is accommodating to those 
she works with. “I was sad-
dened to hear the news (that 
she’s leaving), for sure. She’s a 
notch above all the rest.”

The new job will be a chal-
lenge for Galla, but it’s one 
she’s looking forward to. 

“Mostly, I’m just making 
sure I’m filling the position 
to the capability that Caitlin 
did because I know that she 
can multitask like crazy, and I 
need to live up to the ability to 
fill her shoes.”

For Cardinell, the thing 
she’ll miss the most is the 
thing she’s ready to have a 
break from.

“Chaos. I thrive in chaos,” 
she said. “I’m a quick, efficient 
problem solver. The types of 
environments like this where 
there are a lot of factors that 
need to be managed at all 
times, it takes a certain type of 
brain to do this well.” 

But then again, she said, “I 
won’t miss that. I do look for-
ward to relaxing a little bit.”

Cardinell
Continued from page 9
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By James Brooks

Alaska Beacon
Alaskans would be able to more easily get subscrip-

tion-style health care from their doctor or dentist if a bill 
passed by the Alaska Senate last week moves through 
the House next year and becomes law.

Under a “direct health care agreement,” also called 
“concierge care,” a customer agrees to buy a subscrip-
tion to a doctor’s office. The doctor charges a monthly 
fee and in exchange the customer gets access to regular 
checkups or other services.

The Senate voted 18-2 to approve Senate Bill 45 from 
Wasilla Sen. David Wilson, sending the measure to the 
House for consideration. While there’s no easy fix for 
high health care costs, Wilson said, SB 45 would offer an 

alternative to health insurance.
SB 45 clarifies in state law that this type of arrange-

ment isn’t regulated like insurance, and Wilson said 
he believes it can be a cheaper alternative to traditional 
health insurance.

“It is truly amazing how much less expensive health 
care can become when that third-party is removed,” he 
said, speaking about health insurance companies that 
act as intermediaries between a doctor and a patient.

The Alaska Dental Society testified in support of the 
bill, with the group saying that roughly half of dental 
patients don’t have dental insurance. A direct agree-
ment could offer a way to provide services without an 
up-front bill or the administrative costs of insurance, it 
said.

“It’s a very interesting and new system,” said An-

chorage Sen. Forrest Dunbar, one of the lawmakers who 
supported the bill.

Anchorage Sen. Cathy Giessel also voted in support 
of the bill but said Alaskans should be careful not to ex-
pect too much.

Giessel is an advanced practice registered nurse, and 
she questioned whether the bill will actually increase 
access to health care. An existing concierge care practice 
in Anchorage has extremely high costs, she noted.

“I do question whether this bill will increase any 
access to care,” she said. “There is nothing in this that 
would guarantee it.”

The Alaska Beacon is an independent, donor-funded news 
organization. Alaskabeacon.com.

Legislation would allow subscription-style health care services

By James Brooks
Alaska Beacon

Senior citizens and people 
with disabilities who need extra 
care would be able to get help 
at home under a bill passed by 
the Alaska Legislature and on 
its way to the governor for sig-
nature into law.

The state House voted 39-1 to 
approve Senate Bill 57 on May 8, 
followed by unanimous Senate 
concurrence on May 10 with the 
House changes.

The legislation would allow 
the state to license individual 
homes as the equivalent of as-
sisted-living centers. A home 
would be permitted for up to 
two residents under normal 
circumstances, three with spe-
cial permission.

Medicaid would pay for the 
services.

“One of the hallmarks of 
a society is the way that we 
care for those who may have 
a disability or who are in need 
of extra care,” said Soldotna 
Rep. Justin Ruffridge, an ad-
vocate for the bill, which was 
introduced by Gov. Mike Dun-
leavy’s administration.

Anchorage resident Laura 
Bonner testified in support of 
the bill, saying that she cares 
for an adoptive daughter who 
needs 24/7 care.

“She lives with me, but I’m 

in my seventies and eventual-
ly she will have to move to an 
assisted-living or group home 
setting. SB 57 will give us more 
options for her future,” she 
said in a letter.

“It would help many fami-
lies to care for their loved ones 
who struggle with dementia, 
complex medical needs for mi-
nor children or a disabled adult 
who can’t function on their 
own,” she said. “Trained direct 
care workers are difficult to 
find due to a shortage of them.”

Earlier in the process, sena-
tors also rolled Senate Bill 106 
from Anchorage Sen. Cathy 
Giessel into the home-care 
measure.

Giessel’s proposal makes 
permanent a COVID pandem-
ic-era measure that allows 
Medicaid to pay for personal 
care assistants, even if those 
assistants are the recipient’s 
spouse or parent.

Anchorage Rep. Genevieve 
Mina spoke in favor of that 
change, saying legislators had 
heard from people who put off 
marriage in order to stay eligible 
for Medicaid assistance. If they 
got married, they would no lon-
ger be eligible for financial help.

The Alaska Beacon is an inde-
pendent, donor-funded news or-
ganization. Alaskabeacon.com.

Legislation could expand 
availability of home care 
for seniors and disabled

The Alaska Beacon
Low-power electric bicycles would be exempt 

from state regulation under a bill passed by the 
Alaska Legislature and on its way to the gover-
nor for signature into law.

The state Senate and House each approved 
the measure by wide margins, with only two 
no votes among the 60 legislators. Final legis-
lative approval came May 11 for House Bill 8, 
sponsored by Fairbanks first-term Rep. Ashley 
Carrick.

If the governor signs the measure, the new 
law will clarify that bicycles with electric mo-
tors generating less than 750 watts of power are 
not classified as motor vehicles. That would al-
low them to be used on sidewalks and formally 
exempt them from registration as motorcycles.

Alaska is just one of four states that have no 
reference in its statutes to e-bikes. If signed into 
law, Alaska will become the 40th state to pass 
similar legislation.

The number of electric-assist bicycles sold in 
the United States has exploded in recent years, 
benefiting from the same technological devel-
opments that have boosted the growth of elec-
tric cars.

E-bikes feature a battery pack and small elec-
tric motor that provides additional momentum 
when the user pedals the bike. 

In 2021, Americans bought 880,000 e-bikes, 
according to figures published by the Wall 
Street Journal last summer.

The Alaska Beacon is an independent, donor-funded 
news organization. Alaskabeacon.com.

New law will exempt low-power e-bikes from regulation

Alaska Beacon
Newly arrived residents 

and newly licensed drivers 
would have an easier way to 
get a commercial license un-
der a bill passed by the Alaska 
Legislature.

In a 40-0 vote last Friday, 
the Alaska House approved 
Senate Bill 123, which would 
repeal the requirement that 
someone hold an Alaska driv-
er’s license for one year before 
getting a commercial driver’s 
license.

CDL recipients still have to 
go through the normal appli-
cation process, which includes 
a written test, road test and 
physical exam.

The bill passed the state 
Senate 20-0 on May 3 and now 

goes to Gov. Mike Dunleavy’s 
desk for approval.

Anchorage Rep. Julie Cou-
lombe said only a handful of 
other states have a one-year 
waiting period before they is-
sue a CDL, which makes Alas-
ka uncompetitive.

“It’s personal to me because 
we have a lot of Ukrainian 
refugees in Anchorage, and 
many of them have been truck 
drivers in Europe,” she said. 
While she would like to see 
them stay in the state, some 
have already left Alaska be-
cause they can immediately 
begin driving elsewhere.

The bill does not change the 
minimum age for obtaining a 
CDL, which is 18 if used only 
within Alaska, or 21 for driv-
ers traveling between states.

The bill is supported by the 
Alaska Teamsters, the Alaska 
Trucking Association and oth-
er groups.

Karl Kowalski, director of 
the Alaska Technical Center, 
a workforce training school 
in Kotzebue, testified that the 
bill will also benefit Alaskans 
who don’t get a driver’s li-
cense until after they turn 18.

In rural parts of the state, 
many young Alaskans wait to 
get a driver’s license, and the 
one-year waiting period can 
put them at a disadvantage if 
they don’t get a normal driv-
er’s license until they’re older, 
then want to get a CDL.

The Alaska Beacon is an indepen-
dent, donor-funded news organiza-
tion. Alaskabeacon.com.

Legislation eliminates 1-year wait for commercial driver’s license



By Marc Lutz
Sentinel editor

After 12 years of studying, 
paying attention, taking notes, 
playing sports and, in some 
cases, goofing off, Wrangell 
High School’s senior class will 
receive their diplomas on Fri-
day night.

The final two weeks of school 
for the graduates have been 
filled with finishing their se-
nior projects, making sure oth-
er work is complete and taking 
time out for a sanctioned skip 
day up the Stikine River.

Nineteen students will walk 
to the pomp and circumstance 
at 7 p.m. Friday at the high 
school gym, make speeches 
and accept their diplomas, to 
come away as newly minted 
adults. Though there are tech-
nically 20 graduates in this 
year’s class, Nick Allen grad-
uated in December and has 
already entered the workforce 
in Sitka. 

Each senior has tickets for 10 
friends or family for seats on 
the gym floor, with overflow 
space in the bleachers. The cer-
emony can also be viewed on-
line at https://www.youtube.
com/@WPSDusStreaming.

The seniors graduating this 
week are Carter Hammer, 
Ethan Blatchley, Trinity Faulk-
ner, Cassady Cowan, Leroy 
Wynne, Brodie Gardner, Niko-
lai Bardin-Siekawitch, Killian 
Booker, Steven Bales, Devlyn 
Campbell, Jacen Hay, Will 
Ashton, Kiara Harrison, Zeke 
Young, Kyle Hommel, Ran-
dy Churchill III, Paige Bag-
gen, Elias Decker and Rylee 
Chelette.

Out of the 19 graduates, 17  
took time from their already 
filled days to answer questions 
about what lies ahead for each. 
Here are their responses.

 
Carter Hammer, 19

What’s your favorite thing 
about going to school in 
Wrangell?

“Making fun memories and 
sports.”

What’s your advice for next 
year’s seniors?

“Work hard, stay on task, 
focus on schoolwork, don’t be 
afraid to try new things and 

don’t give up.”
What would you most like 

to change about the world?
“Everyone could have a 

4-wheeler and snowmachine 
and gas money.”

Do you plan to stay in 
Wrangell or move away?

“Stay in Wrangell but going 
on a trip to Tennessee.”

What are your reasons for 
staying or going?

“Family.”

Ethan Blatchley, 18
What’s your favorite thing 

about going to school in 
Wrangell?

“I like how you can have a 
connection with the teachers 
and mess around with some 
of them.”

What’s your advice for next 
year’s seniors?

“Do your senior project 
earlier in the year.”

What would you most like 
to change about the world?

“I would like to change 

how much input people give 
on stuff that doesn’t involve 
them. Just keep having fun 
and stop caring so much for 
what others think. (Not saying 
to be utterly disrespectful.)”

Do you plan to stay in 
Wrangell or move away?

“Move away for a while, but 
I can see myself moving back 
eventually.”

What are your reasons for 
staying or going?

“I want to see the states, 
and the world. I don’t really 
feel like looking at the same 
islands unless there is a beau-
tiful sunset.”

If you move away, where do 
you plan on moving?

“I have no plan on where I 
will be moving to but I’m sure 
that one day down the road 
I’ll find a spot.”

Trinity Faulkner, 18
What’s your favorite thing 

about going to school in 
Wrangell?

“Meeting people (since I 
was new to town).”

What’s your advice for next 
year’s seniors?

“Don’t skip so much. I 
promise you, it’ll just make 
your mental health worse and 
you’ll have no motivation 
to continue doing work. Get 
ahead on assignments and just 
get them done. Plan ahead for 
your future self so your future 
self will be happy.”

What would you most like 
to change about the world?

“The government in the 
USA.”

Do you plan to stay in 
Wrangell or move away?

“Want to stay but taking a 
gap year after high school so 
I don’t know. I have received 
an offer to work at a ski resort 
though in the fall and winter, 
so I may do that for my gap 
year.”

What are your reasons for 
staying or going?

“Just don’t have enough 

money to get into any schools 
right now, along with no 
financial support from family. 
Plus, I have nowhere to go 
anymore, honestly.”

If you move away, where do 
you plan on moving?

“I have the option to move 
to Washington after my gap 
year or to New York City as 
well. I’m thinking I’ll do one 
of the two.”

Cassady Cowan, 17
What’s your favorite thing 

about going to school in 
Wrangell?

“Seeing my friends.”
What’s your advice for next 

year’s seniors?
“Don’t worry if you don’t 

know what your plans are af-
ter high school, you have your 
whole life to figure it out.”

What would you most like 
to change about the world?

“Climate change.”
Do you plan to stay in 

Wrangell or move away?
“Stay in Wrangell for a little, 

then travel!”
What are your reasons for 

staying or going?
“Staying in Wrangell for 

work!”
If you move away, where do 

you plan on moving?
“I plan on saving money 

and traveling the world.”

Leroy Wynne, 18
What’s your favorite thing 

about going to school in 
Wrangell?

“Playing basketball with my 
best friends.”

What’s your advice for next 
year’s seniors?

“Enjoy it, and don’t procras-
tinate, it goes by fast.”

What would you most like 
to change about the world?

“I would lower internation-
al tensions.”

Do you plan to stay in 
Wrangell or move away?

“Move away.”
What are your reasons for 

staying or going?
“More opportunities for 

me.”
If you move away, where do 

you plan on moving?
“Arizona or Washington.”

Continued on page 14
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PHOTO COURTESY OF ARLENE WOODWARD
The Wrangell High School graduating class of 2023 are, from left: Elias Decker, Trinity Faulkner, Nikolai Bardin-Siekawitch, Paige Baggen, Carter Hammer, Cassady 
Cowan, Kiara Harrison, Will Ashton, Ethan Blatchley, Steven Bales, Leroy Wynne, Killian Booker, Jacen Hay, Devlyn Campbell, Kyle Hommel, Rylee Chelette, Zeke Young, 
Brodie Gardner and Randy Churchill III.

High school graduation marks new beginnings for senior class

Wrangell’s Class of 2023

PHOTO COURTESY OF JOSH BLATCHLEY
They were feeling too cool for school, so they skipped it. The seniors prepare to take a jet boat up 
the Stikine River as part of a sanctioned skip day last Wednesday, while donning 2023 sunglasses.



Brodie Gardner, 18
What’s your favorite thing 

about going to school in 
Wrangell?

“I know everyone in the 
school and don’t pass strang-
ers in the hallway.”

What’s your advice for next 
year’s seniors?

“Get everything in on time! 
Even if you get a few wrong, 
it’s still better than the 70% 
late penalty.”

What would you most like 
to change about the world?

“I want world peace.”
Do you plan to stay in 

Wrangell or move away?
“I plan to go to college in 

Washington and hopefully 
return to Wrangell when I am 
done with school.”

What are your reasons for 
staying or going?

“Wrangell doesn’t have a 
college, and everyone always 
says, ‘Wrangell isn’t going 
anywhere, go out and experi-
ence a new place.’”

If you move away, where do 
you plan on moving?

“Pullman, Washington, for 
now.”

Nikolai Bardin-Siekawitch, 18
What’s your favorite thing 

about going to school in 
Wrangell?

“The amount of opportuni-
ties available to the students 
here compared to the size 
and funding of our school is 
impressive.”

What’s your advice for next 
year’s seniors?

“Do not, whatever you 
do, procrastinate. You have 
college applications, schol-
arships and classes, as well 
as adult responsibilities you 
will need to juggle and you 
cannot afford to put things off 
for later. You will miss out on 
enjoying the final days of your 
senior year and be stuck at 
home catching up on weeks of 
missed work.”

What would you most like 
to change about the world?

“I would like the world to 

shift its focus more on edu-
cating people about mental 
health.”

Do you plan to stay in 
Wrangell or move away?

“I plan to move away, but 
come back here for quiet time 
away from the city.”

What are your reasons for 
staying or going?

“There will be more op-
portunities for me to find 
like-minded people, and to see 
the world that you just can’t 
find here on our home rock.”

If you move away, where do 
you plan on moving?

“Since I’m going to college 
in Boston, I plan on staying 
there for the foreseeable 
future unless my career takes 
me elsewhere.”

Killian Booker, 18
What’s your favorite thing 

about going to school in 
Wrangell?

“Leaving.”
What’s your advice for next 

year’s seniors?
“If you don’t have to do a 

class, don’t pick it.”
What would you most like 

to change about the world?
“Inflation.”
Do you plan to stay in 

Wrangell or move away?
“Move away.”
What are your reasons for 

staying or going?
“I want to travel.”
If you move away, where do 

you plan on moving?
“Somewhere nice.”

Steven Bales, 18
What’s your favorite thing 

about going to school in 
Wrangell?

“The math class.”
What’s your advice for next 

year’s seniors?
“Finish early but stay for the 

fun.”
What would you most like 

to change about the world?
“I don’t know.”
Do you plan to stay in 

Wrangell or move away?
“I plan to live here and 

travel.”
What are your reasons for 

staying or going?
“Just to live my life to the 

fullest.”
If you move away, where do 

you plan on moving?
“Back to Alaska.”

Devlyn Campbell, 17
What’s your favorite thing 

about going to school in 
Wrangell?

“Dominating in Wrangell 
High School sports.”

What’s your advice for next 
year’s seniors?

“Do everything ahead of 
time.”

What would you most like 
to change about the world?

“End world hunger.”
Do you plan to stay in 

Wrangell or move away?
“Move away and hopefully 

come back for a little bit in the 
future.”

What are your reasons for 
staying or going?

“Going to college and 
entering the medical field and 
possibly coming back to work 
for SEARHC.”

If you move away, where do 
you plan on moving?

“Spokane, Washington.”

Jacen Hay, 18
What’s your favorite thing 

about going to school in 
Wrangell?

“Sports.”
What’s your advice for next 

year’s seniors?
“Stay determined and try 

your best not to fall behind 
even though it can be hard.”

What would you most like 
to change about the world?

“I wish everybody could get 
along.”

Do you plan to stay in 
Wrangell or move away?

“Stay in Wrangell after a 
few years out of town.”

What are your reasons for 
staying or going?

“My field of work I want 
to go into needs people in 
Wrangell.”

If you move away, where do 
you plan on moving?

“Sitka.”

Will Ashton, 18
What’s your favorite thing 

about going to school in 
Wrangell?

“The teachers and the quali-
ty of the classrooms.”

What’s your advice for next 
year’s seniors?

“Have a plan and make 
yourself stand out from other 
students for university and 
scholarship opportunities.”

What would you most like 
to change about the world?

“I’d like for there to be no 
more discord and more unity 
amongst governments.”

Do you plan to stay in 
Wrangell or move away?

“I plan on moving away.”
What are your reasons for 

staying or going?
“More opportunities for 

education, careers and friend-
ships.”

If you move away, where do 
you plan on moving?

“Somewhere in the Lower 
48 or in a larger city in Alas-
ka.”

Kiara Harrison, 18
What’s your favorite thing 

about going to school in 
Wrangell?

“The close-knit community 
and supportive teachers.”

What’s your advice for next 
year’s seniors?

“My advice would be to 
enjoy one last year of high 
school experiences and make 
fun plans for the future.”

What would you most like 
to change about the world?

“I would most like to 
change the world to view 
kindness and empathy as the 
standard.”

Do you plan to stay in 
Wrangell or move away?

“I plan to move away for a 
time to attend college.”

What are your reasons for 
staying or going?

“I am going in order to pur-
sue my education and goals of 
becoming a physician.”

If you move away, where do 
you plan on moving?

“I plan on moving to Utah 
to attend Brigham Young 

University.”

Zeke Young, 18
What’s your favorite thing 

about going to school in 
Wrangell?

“The small size and commu-
nity.”

What’s your advice for next 
year’s seniors?

“I would advise that you 
don’t procrastinate.”

What would you most like 
to change about the world?

“Hunger.”
Do you plan to stay in 

Wrangell or move away?
“I’m planning to stay, but 

travel quite a bit.”
What are your reasons for 

staying or going?
“I like the town.”

Kyle Hommel, 18
What’s your favorite thing 

about going to school in 
Wrangell?

“Knowing all of your class-
mates well.”

What’s your advice for next 
year’s seniors?

“Don’t skip class.”
What would you most like 

to change about the world?
“I wish there was less dra-

ma.”
Do you plan to stay in 

Wrangell or move away?
“Move back here eventual-

ly.”
What are your reasons for 

staying or going?
“I like the people.”

Randy Churchill III, 18
What’s your favorite thing 

about going to school in 
Wrangell?

“The wrestling programs. I 
got started in the peewee pro-
gram with Jeff Rooney at the 
early age of 4. I was hooked!”

What’s your advice for next 
year’s seniors?

“Be good, or be good at it!”
What would you most like 

to change about the world?
“The ability to relate and 

communicate with one anoth-
er. I feel most major conflicts 
are caused by misunderstand-
ings and being too easily 
offended.”

Do you plan to stay in 
Wrangell or move away?

“Move away. I plan on 
coming back though. I want 
to be able to give back to the 
community I grew up in.”

What are your reasons for 
staying or going?

“I’m going to further my ed-
ucation and improve my skills 
so I will have more opportu-
nities to earn more money and 
follow my dreams. Mostly to 
follow my dreams!”

If you move away, where do 
you plan on moving?

“I will be attending AVTEC 
in Seward in the fall.”

Rylee Chelette, 17
What’s your favorite thing 

about going to school in 
Wrangell?

“The teachers are more stu-
dent orientated.”

What’s your advice for next 
year’s seniors?

“Do everything ahead of 
time, procrastinating isn’t 
worth it.”

What would you most like 
to change about the world?

“Better care for animals.”
Do you plan to stay in 

Wrangell or move away?
“Move away.”
What are your reasons for 

staying or going?
“College, and I want to trav-

el before coming back.”
If you move away, where do 

you plan on moving?
“Washington.”
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By Larry Persily
Sentinel writer

Stacey Wayne, Wrangell High School 
class of 1982, said it was an honor and 
a blessing to work as drama and debate 
coach with Sitka students for a quar-
ter-century. The Alaska School Activi-
ties Association added to the honor this 
month when it inducted Wayne into the 
Alaska High School Hall of Fame.

“Wayne started coaching and teaching 
drama at Sitka High in 1987 and took 
two students to the state championship 
event in that inaugural year,” the May 7 
awards ceremony program said.

“The next year she was able to add 
debate, resulting in the school’s first 
drama, debate and forensics team. 
With the help of talented assistants, 
Wayne developed a powerful program 
that led to more than 40 individual and 
team state titles in her 25-year coaching 
career.”

Wrangell schools did not have a dra-
ma and debate team when Wayne was 
a student, and she had never served 
as a drama or debate coach before she 
accepted a job with Sitka schools. She 
learned that the teacher she was replac-
ing had done the work — so it seemed 
natural to take on the coaching assign-
ment, she said.

“It turned out to be such a blessing,” 
Wayne said in an interview May 9. 
“Kids excel at levels you don’t see in the 

classroom.”
“Wayne calls her proudest accom-

plishment knowing all the students she 

coached and mentored who have contin-
ued to share their drama, debate and fo-
rensics talent passion through coaching 

themselves,” the awards event program 
said. “Her coaching tree has branched 
out all over the state — to Anchorage, 
Metlakatla, Mount Edgecumbe, Skag-
way and elsewhere.”

One branch of that tree is particularly 
close. Her son, Sam Woolsey, is the coach 
at Bettye Davis East Anchorage High 
School.

Wayne retired from Sitka schools in 
2010, having taught English, history and 
theater, in addition to drama and debate. 
She was named Alaska DDF coach of the 
year in 2010.

She retired as coach in 2012. 
Wayne still lives in Sitka and works as 

a mediator for the Alaska Court System.
A contingent of former Wrangell res-

idents attended the awards ceremony 
in Anchorage, including Wayne’s class-
mate of 1982, Mercedes Angerman; Car-
ol (Stewart) Beecher, class of 1980; My-
ron Myers, a longtime teacher and coach 
(girls basketball and volleyball); and Au-
drey Myers.

Wayne is the fourth former Wrangell 
resident named to the Alaska High 
School Hall of Fame. She joins basketball 
star Archie Young, class of 1991, inducted 
in 2014; former principal and schools su-
perintendent Dick McCormick, inducted 
in 2009 (he died in 2018); and former ele-
mentary and high school principal in the 
1980s and 1990s Dave Dirksen, inducted 
in 2016.

Montana State University  
News Service

Wrangell High School grad-
uate Kayla Hay was always 
interested in learning Ger-
man. Her great-grandparents 
emigrated from Austria to 
Alaska in the 1920s, she said, 
and she was intrigued by dif-
ferent cultures and wanted to 
be able to communicate with 
her relatives who remained in 
Austria.

Hay didn’t have the oppor-
tunity to take German as a 
student in Wrangell (class of 
2018), but when she enrolled 
at Montana State Universi-
ty in Bozeman that fall, she 
signed up for a basic German 
language class her freshman 
year.

“I fell in love with it,” she 
said. “There is such a nice 
little German community 
at MSU. I ended up sticking 
with it.”

Hay, who is the first person 
in her family to go to college 
and who aspires to be a teach-
er, graduated from Montana 
State last Friday with dual de-
grees in secondary education 
and German. What’s more, 
Hay received a Fulbright En-
glish teaching assistantship to 
Germany, which she believes 
will bolster her career goals.

“I was awestruck when 
I found out (about the Ful-
bright),” she said. “I think the 
experience itself is going to 
be extremely valuable. And it 
feels like a culmination of all 
the time and effort I’ve put 
into school and extracurricu-
lars over the years. It’s sort of 
proof that everything has paid 
off.”

In September, Hay will head 
to Germany for orientation 
for the Fulbright and remain 
there through the end of June 
2024. She hopes for a teaching 
job in the states next fall, may-
be even Alaska. 

She doesn’t know yet in 
which German school or town 
she will be placed, but she 
does know that she will be in 
the state of Bavaria and will 
work with a school’s head En-
glish teacher to teach students 
English and about American 
culture and customs. She also 
hopes to do additional proj-
ects within the school, such as 
starting an English club.

“I’m really excited to im-
merse myself in a new culture 
and new language,” Hay said. 
“I really want to teach Ger-
man in the U.S. eventually, 
and having time immersed in 
the country will make me a 
much more qualified German 
educator than if I hadn’t had 
that time over there.”

The best part of winning a 
Fulbright and what she looks 
forward to the most? “It’s so 
hard to answer.”

Hay said she has wanted 
to be a teacher for as long as 
she can remember, noting that 
as a kid, she often talked her 
younger brother into playing 
school during their summer 
breaks.

“I love learning and I love 
working with kids,” she said. 
“I just thought it would be fun 
to teach others and a cool ca-
reer path for me.”

She completed her student 
teaching this semester in a 
seventh-grade life science 
classroom in Gig Harbor, 
Washington. While she had 
previously thought she want-
ed to be a high school teacher, 
the experience made her think 
she might like to teach middle 
school students instead.

“I love these middle kids 
so much,” she said. “They’re 
very funny, quirky kids. 
They’re kind of in-between 
feeling too cool for school — 
like a lot of the older kids — 
but also engaged in academics 
and a little more mature. You 
can have conversations, joke 
around with them, have fun.”

In addition to her classes, 
Hay worked while she was a 
student, including at a bak-
ery on campus. During the 
COVID-19 pandemic, while  
taking classes online, she 
worked at a hospital, doing 
COVID-19 testing and screen-
ing.

Hay noted that she had al-
ways hoped to study abroad as 
a college student, but because 
of the pandemic it wasn’t an 
option. Still, she traveled to 
Austria last summer to spend 
time with family and strength-
en her language skills — and 
spent a weekend in Berlin, her 

only time in Germany — and 
she looks forward to building 
on those experiences during 
her Fulbright experience.

“It’s a little daunting and 
scary to be tossed into a new 
country so far away from 
home for that long, but I’m ex-
cited about it overall.”

Wrangell grad named to state high school hall of fame
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Wrangell High and Montana State grad earns Fulbright to teach in Germany

PHOTO COURTESY SAM WOOLSEY
Stacey Wayne, Wrangell class of 1982, was inducted into the Alaska High School 
Hall of Fame this month for her 25 years of coaching the award-winning drama, 
debate and forensics team at Sitka High School..

PHOTO COURTESY MONTANA 
STATE UNIVERSITY NEWS SERVICE
Kayla Hay, Wrangell class of 
2018, graduated from Montana 
State University last Friday 
and will head to Germany next 
month on a Fulbright teaching 
assistantship.



By Adam Goldstein

States Newsroom/ 
Alaska Beacon

WASHINGTON — The U.S. 
Department of Agriculture is 
planning to develop outdoor 
recreation opportunities near 
national forests and grass-
lands, part of a broader Biden 
administration push to help 
communities reap econom-
ic rewards from the growing 
recreation sector.

Three USDA agencies — 
the Forest Service, the Na-
tional Institute of Food and 
Agriculture and the Office of 
Rural Development — signed 
a memorandum of under-
standing last fall pledging to 
collaborate on plans to devel-
op outdoor recreation econo-
mies in “gateway communi-
ties” near national forests and 
grasslands.

The agency selected its final 
team to begin developing the 
first annual plan in mid-Jan-
uary, a Rural Development 
spokesperson said.

“We know that when we in-
vest in rural and tribal com-
munities and people, we cre-
ate an economic ripple effect 
that benefits everyone,” the 
spokesperson said in a writ-
ten statement. 

Many rural communities 
near national forests and 
grasslands have experienced 
significant economic down-

turns in recent years. The 
multi-agency effort is meant 
to help those communities 
harness the economic power 
of outdoor recreation.

“We want to be intentional 
about making sure that they 
are getting economic, social 
and physical benefits,” Toby 
Bloom, the national program 
manager for travel, tourism, 
and interpretation with the 
Forest Service, said.

Some communities may 
have been reliant on a large 
employer that closed, forc-
ing people to find work 
elsewhere and leading to a 
shrinking workforce that dis-
courages further investment, 
Bloom said.

“If we can address that vi-
cious cycle by creating oppor-
tunities, creating jobs, there’s 
a huge amount of jobs that are 
generated by recreation every 
year,” she added.

Bloom highlighted a moun-
tain biking trail network near 
Ironton, Ohio, as an example 
of a community reorienting its 
economy around outdoor rec-
reation tourism.

The USDA program is an 
acknowledgement from the 
government about the clear 
economic benefits of the out-
door recreation sector for ru-
ral areas, Chris Perkins, the 
senior director at the industry 
and nonprofit coalition group 

Outdoor Recreation Roundta-
ble, said. 

“What this partnership will 
do is just make the process 
of economic development 
around outdoor recreation a 
possibility for more communi-
ties,” Perkins said. “That will 
help demystify the process. 
And it will help them access 
funding and take on challeng-
es before they arise.” 

Funding for the initia-
tive will come from existing 
USDA grant, loan and service 
programs, though specific 
figures have not been set, the 
Rural Development spokes-
person said.

The spokesperson added 
that the agencies will prior-
itize projects that advance 
Biden administration goals 
to address climate change, 
environmental justice, racial 
equity and improved market 
opportunities.  

“This is really an attempt to 
help those communities that 
are near public lands and wa-
ter capitalize on the financial 
opportunities that exist,” the 
program manager said.

COVID-19 highlighted the 
importance of outdoor recre-
ation, Bloom said. The pan-
demic’s early months saw an 
explosion in outdoor recre-
ation. And while some rural 
communities handled the 
influx of tourists effectively, 
others were left scrambling to 
accommodate the jump in vis-
itor numbers, she said.

“It’s kind of like America 
rediscovered its outdoors,” 
Bloom said. “And so as fed-
eral agencies, we need to help 
both the visitors have their 
best peak experience and also 
help those communities that 
are receiving visitors be able 
to manage that visitation and 
also benefit from it.”

President Barack Obama 
launched the Federal Inter-
agency Council on Outdoor 
Recreation in 2011. The coun-
cil, comprised of represen-
tatives from USDA, and the 
departments of Interior, Com-
merce and Defense, conduct-
ed the country’s first wide-
scale economic analysis of the 
recreation economy. 

Obama’s successor, Donald 
Trump, disbanded the council 
when he took office in 2017. 

The Biden administration 
re-established the council last 
summer, laying the ground-
work for the renewed partner-
ship, Bloom said.

The Alaska Beacon is an in-
dependent, donor-funded news 
organization. Alaskabeacon.com.
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By Marc Lutz
Sentinel editor

One thing Ethan Blatchley did not want to do for an-
other four years was sit at a desk to earn a degree. 

A recent trip to Western Welding Academy in Gil-
lette, Wyoming, reaffirmed the graduating high school 
senior’s choice to pursue a welding certificate, finishing 
up in six months.

Since he started learning how to weld in shop class 
last year, Blatchley has been following the academy’s 
social media posts. He shared them with shop teacher 
Winston Davies, who was inspired to pursue his own 
certificate.

“(The academy has) a huge social media presence. 
They’re really good about marketing themselves,” Da-
vies said. “They’re trying to capitalize on the need for 
skilled workers. They know the moment is right for 
this.”

As Davies researched the school, he realized they 
were holding a one-day teachers workshop, which 
would allow him to immerse himself in welding and 
earn a certificate. A student competition was being held 
the next day, so he encouraged Blatchley to join him on 
a trip and compete.

Every student who competed automatically earned 
$1,000 toward their $25,000 tuition, Davies said. First 
place won $25,000 — or a free ride — toward their tu-
ition, second place won $15,000 and third place won 
$10,000. Though Blatchley wasn’t in the top three, he 
did learn quite a bit and it motivated him to learn more 
when he begins school in September. 

Four rounds of welding competition were held in 
86 booths. There were around 600 competitors in high 
school and open divisions. Blatchley said his competi-
tion involved two different types of welds, one of which 
was a more complicated vertical weld. 

He was also able to meet the people who will be his 
instructors, giving him an idea of what classes will be 
like.

“I like them. They’re easy to talk to,” he said. “None of 
them were awkward or weird. They’re all super nice.”

For students that are more inclined to attend trade 
school, Davies said the decision makes sense for those 
who want to put in the work. Starting welders can make 
$80,000-plus per year.

“Somebody that wants to work a 40-hour work week 
probably (won’t make that much),” he said. “But these 
kids, a lot of them are fishermen. They have the mind-
set. They work when they need to, as many hours as 

they need.”
Three of Davies senior students are going to trade 

schools after they graduate this Friday. Blatchley, Jacen 
Hay and Kyle Hommel.

Both Davies and Blatchley had new experiences on 
the Wyoming trip. For Blatchley, it was seeing things 
like antelope, coyotes and roadkill, along with wood 
pallets being used as highway-side snow barriers.

For Davies, it was experiencing a different education 
culture.

“It was a completely different culture than what I’m 
used to. I’m not a welder. I was a math and science 
teacher for years,” he said. “I can weld, but it’s a differ-
ent thing, there’s a style and culture that surrounds it.”

A shop teacher from Texas brought two of his stu-
dents who won second and third place in the compe-
tition, Davies said. After seeing that and seeing how 
much more he can learn and provide his students, he 
decided he wants to bring a shop class group next year 
to compete.

Blatchley supported the idea.
“I think it’s an amazing idea,” he said. “They get to 

see a different part of the country. It’s super-flat down 
there. See what it’s like to be in the trade. I think it’s 
really cool.”

Wyoming visit, competition welds senior’s decision to pursue trade school

By Clarise Larson
Juneau Empire

Alaska high school students 
would be required to complete 
a civics education course or re-
ceive a passing score on a civics 
assessment exam to graduate 
if the state House next year ac-
cepts legislation approved by 
the Senate.

Senators unanimously ap-
proved the bill on May 5, and 
the House could take up the 
measure next year.

The legislation comes as re-
cent national data shows the 
first-ever decline in U.S. eighth 
grade students’ history and civ-
ics test scores, according to the 
National Assessment of Educa-
tional Progress, which released 
the data May 3.

According to the data, nearly 
one-third of eighth grade stu-
dents cannot describe the struc-
ture or function of government, 
and students are increasingly 
struggling to understand how 
government works and the im-

portance of civic participation.
Senate Bill 29, sponsored by 

Senate President Gary Stevens, 
a Kodiak Republican, directs 
the state Board of Education to 
create and develop a new civ-
ics education curriculum and 
exam.

The exam would be based on 
the civics portion of the U.S. nat-
uralization test, and also include 
systems used by Alaska Native 
tribal governments. Students 
would be allowed to retake the 
exam as many times as needed 
to achieve a passing score of 
70% or better.

The specifics of the curricu-
lum have not yet been deter-
mined.

The legislation is separate 
from a different Senate proposal 
that would require high schools 
to teach financial literacy and 
for students to pass the classes 
to earn a diploma. That bill will 
wait until next year, too, as it 
still needs to pass both the Sen-
ate and House to become law.

Legislation to require 
high school civics course 
is held over to next year

Federal agencies want to help develop recreation economies



By Anna Laffrey

Ketchikan Daily News
Forty people spread across 

the estuarine beach of north-
west Tamgas Harbor to study 
the invasive European green 
crab that’s been moving into 
the large bight on the southern 
shore of Annette Island since at 
least July 2022.

For two days the last week of 
April, a cohort of scientists, re-
source managers and communi-
ty members who want to quash 
the spread of the insidious green 
crab gathered in Ketchikan and 
visited Annette Island Reserve 
to share information about the 
crab’s recent invasion in south-
ern Southeast Alaska waters.

A team of organizers and fa-
cilitators from federal and state 
agencies as well as municipal, 
state, federal and tribal govern-
ments spent about five months 
putting together the workshop 
so that folks from across the 
region could learn about the 
crab’s characteristics and work 
toward a coordinated regional 
response.

The invasive green crab is a 
destructive predator that can 
change and degrade habitat 
and threaten native species. The 
crab adapts well in almost any 
habitat, and has boomed on the 
coast of Oregon, Washington 
and British Columbia in recent 
years, tearing up essential fish 
habitat such as eelgrass and de-
vouring clam beds while mov-
ing ever farther north. The crabs 
spread from their native Europe 
to North America in the 1800s 
by riding in the ballast water of 
cargo ships.

Metlakatla Indian Communi-
ty established an early detection 
crab trapping system around 
Tamgas Harbor in 2020, with 
support from the National Oce-
anic and Atmospheric Admin-
istration. When a team of Met-
lakatla scientists hosted NOAA 
personnel for a visit to Tamgas 
Harbor in July 2022, a visit-
ing Sealaska Heritage Institute 
student intern named Natalie 
Bennett found the first-ever ev-
idence of green crabs in Alaska 
waters.

Bennett spotted the top shell, 
or carapace, of an invasive crab 
that had been blown into grass-
es near a newly placed informa-
tional sign that warns: “Look 
Out! For invasive green crab.” 
One week after Bennett found 
that first carapace, the team 
found their first live green crab 
in a baited pot set inside of a tra-
ditional Tlingit salmon trap on a 
beach in Tamgas Harbor.

The Metlakatla Indian Com-
munity team has embodied 
strategies that workshop lead-
ers shared with participants last 
month. Organizers demonstrat-
ed early detection methods such 
as identifying and recording 
crab species in beach surveys of 
carapaces and dead carcasses, 
and rapid-response techniques 
such as systematic trapping for 
live crabs.      

Participants learned to iden-
tify the crab by counting five 
spines on either side of its eyes 
and three rounded lobes be-
tween its eyes. “Green” crabs 
can be green, dark brown, yel-
low, white, red or mottled.            

When the workshop group ar-
rived at Tamgas Harbor, smaller 
groups broke off to learn about 

surveying and trapping pro-
tocols through different beach 
activities.

A small group of workshop 
participants found two male 
and one female green crab while 
checking the first three square 
shrimp pots out of dozens plant-
ed in prime habitat across the 
long tidal beach. The pots that 
brought in green crabs were set 
in a deep eelgrass bed in a tide-
pool for three days and nights, 
and were baited with herring.

Taylor Stumpf and the Met-
lakatla Indian Community De-
partment of Fish and Wildlife 
crew have been on the front 
lines fighting the crab’s inva-
sion. Stumpf said the crew had 
not caught any of the invasive 
crab for over a month leading 
up to the workshop. The work-
shop group visiting Tamgas on 
April 24 recovered the first live 
crabs found on Annette Island 
since March 13, according to 
Stumpf.

“Once you see the green crab, 
especially in a pot with Dunge-
ness crab, you realize that they 
stick out like a sore thumb,” 

Stumpf said. “They behave dif-
ferently, they look so different.”

“He explained, “We thought 
it would be especially valuable 
to have people come here to 
Annette Island, the only place 
in the state where these crabs 
have been found so far, so that 
people could actually see the 
environment and see the crabs 
themselves.”

For an effective regional re-
sponse, Stumpf said that com-
munity members need to have 
a good handle on how to detect 
and trap these crabs.

  “A lot of the surrounding 
communities here, especially on 
southern Prince of Wales Island, 
don’t have their own Fish and 
Wildlife department and will 
likely rely on citizen science for 
monitoring and reporting of in-
vasive species,” Stumpf said.

People from nearby Prince of 
Wales who work for municipal 
and tribal governments such as 
the city of Hydaburg, Hydaburg 
Cooperative Association, the 
Organized Village of Kasaan 
and Craig Tribal Association 
joined in the workshop to study 

species that could soon threaten 
their shores.

People who work for the Or-
ganized Village of Kake, Pe-
tersburg Indian Association, 
Ketchikan Indian Community 
and Central Council of Tlingit 
& Haida joined the workshop. 
Others who attended work for 
organizations such as Southeast 
Alaska Tribal Ocean Research, 
the U.S. Forest Service, U.S. 
Coast Guard and University 
of Alaska Southeast Ketchikan 
campus and College of Fisheries 
and Ocean Science in Juneau.

Some came because they lead 
tour companies.

Many workshop attendees 
share an interest in food sover-
eignty and expertise in resource 
protection. The green crabs 
could threaten important tradi-
tional and subsistence foods as 
they damage nursery habitat for 
fish and compete with or con-
sume other shellfish.

“We wanted to really lay 
the foundation,” Stumpf said. 
“What is this crab, what does 
it do, how do you identify it, 
where could you find it?”

Organizers explained the 
state’s permitting process for 
crab trapping and offered one-
on-one support to file permit 
applications for people who 
want to monitor for green crabs 
with their trapping systems.

Workshop leaders demon-
strated that communities don’t 
need to invest in expensive 
equipment in order to detect the 
presence of green crab on their 
shorelines.

  “The big message I wanted 
the small communities to take 
away was that carapace and 
molt surveys are a great and 
powerful way to begin,” Stumpf 
said.

While on the Tamgas beach, 
participants practiced these car-
apace and molt surveys with 
Linda Shaw, a workshop orga-
nizer who works for NOAA as 
a habitat conservation biologist. 

She said she has become “ob-
sessed” with invasive species 
such as green crabs.

Emily Grason of Washington 
Sea Grant helped people identi-
fy favorable green crab habitat 
in Tamgas Harbor, such as log 
jams and protected tidepools. 
Grason shared stories from 
years trapping droves of the in-
vasive crab off the Washington 
coast.

Genelle Winter, the Metlakat-
la Indian Community grant co-
ordinator and invasive species 
program director, said the com-
munity is leveraging its unique 
position and funding sources 
to lead the way with Alaska’s 
green crab response. 

“This is going to be a long-
haul project and so we are going 
to have to make sure that ev-
erybody engaged in monitoring 
really cares,” Winter told the 
group during presentations in 
Ketchikan. “We have to know 
that all of the data that we are 
collecting is absolutely essential 
and valuable to helping us to 
preserve the natural resources 
that we’ve got.”

As the workshop closed, 
Metlakatla Indian Community 
Mayor Albert Smith addressed 
the workshop group.

“Our subsistence use, our 
commercial fisheries, it’s all in 
jeopardy,” Smith told the group.

He underscored how the spe-
cies has exploded in Washing-
ton waters. According to NOAA 
information, more than 102,000 
crabs were caught in the Puget 
Sound and along Washington’s 
coast in 2021, a 5,500% increase 
from the 1,800 crabs found two 
years earlier in 2019. Off British 
Columbia, over 300,000 green 
crabs have been caught since 
November 2021 on West Van-
couver Island alone.

“Turning a blind eye or act-
ing like it doesn’t exist will be a 
bigger problem, and it will cost 
more money down the stretch,” 
Smith said.
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Metlakatla leading Alaska’s efforts against invasive green crabs

PHOTO BY ANNA LAFFREY/KETCHIKAN DAILY NEWS
An invasive green crab trapped on April 24 at Tamgas Harbor on 
Annette Island. The crabs can be mottled green, brown, yellow, 
white and red and grow to be about four inches wide.



By Nathaniel Herz
Northern Journal

The salmon crisis in Western 
Alaska is prompting new dis-
cussions in the U.S. and Canada 
about an idea that would have 
been a non-starter a decade ago: 
Maybe it’s time to build hatch-
eries to stem the steep fish de-
clines on the Yukon River.

Indigenous culture along the 
Yukon, in both the U.S. and 
Canada, is centered on wild 
salmon runs. Historically, those 
runs supported both commer-
cial fisheries that rural residents 
depended on for cash income, 
and subsistence fisheries that 
kept freezers and dinner plates 
full through the winter in a 
roadless region where groceries 
can be unaffordable.

But crashes in both Yukon 
Chinook and chum salmon 
stocks have led U.S. and Cana-
dian managers to completely 
shut down those fisheries in re-
cent years — precipitating new 
talks about whether hatcheries 
could help reverse that trend.

Hatcheries incubate fish eggs 
and release them into the wild 

as juveniles, though the ones al-
ready in Alaska are designed to 
enhance or supplement natural 
populations — not to restore 
depleted stocks. There’s already 
one small hatchery on the Yukon, 
in the Canadian territorial capital 
of Whitehorse, that’s designed to 
compensate for migrating juve-
nile salmon that are killed when 
they pass through the turbines of 
a local hydroelectric project.

Gov. Mike Dunleavy’s ad-
ministration has put money for 
a restoration hatchery and re-
lated studies on a preliminary 
wish list of federal funding to 
U.S. Sen. Lisa Murkowski. And 
at a meeting of U.S. and Cana-
dian officials in Whitehorse in 
April, a representative of a First 
Nations group said that mem-
bers have expressed surprising 
openness to the idea.

“There were real concerns 
that if we have a hatchery, our 
salmon would no longer be 
wild,” said Elizabeth MacDon-
ald, manager of fisheries at the 
Yukon First Nations Salmon 
Stewardship Alliance. “There 
was also this kind of confession 

that maybe hatchery salmon are 
better than no salmon.”

Officials involved in hatchery 
discussions include Alaska Fish 
and Game Commissioner Doug 
Vincent-Lang, who described the 
hatchery conversation as in its 
early stages and acknowledged 
that the subject is polarizing.

Critics argue that putting more 
juvenile salmon in the Yukon 
won’t solve the larger problems 
they cite as driving the salmon 
population crashes, like bycatch 
by ocean trawlers and warming 
waters in the Bering Sea.

There’s also deep anxiety 
about tinkering with the natural 
river system, which some hope 
could ultimately repair itself.

But the dire state of Yukon 
River salmon populations is 
prompting new openness to the 
hatchery idea.

Runs in recent years have hit 
record lows. In 2021, managers 
counted 154,000 summer chum 
salmon, compared to a histori-
cal median of 1.6 million. Last 
year, the summer chum count 
was 464,000. 

Chinook counts had already 

been on the decline for more 
than a decade, but last year they 
dropped off a cliff. Managers 
predicted that between 41,000 
and 62,000 Chinook would re-
turn to Canada last year, but the 
actual run size was estimated at 
just 13,000 — less than 10% of 
the returns two decades ago.

Those numbers have forced 
managers to completely close 
both subsistence and commer-
cial salmon fishing on the Yu-
kon — an outcome that resi-
dents along the river describe as 
an existential threat.

“I’ve always said I want a wild 
river with wild salmon. But I 
think we’re at a point where we 
have to have a discussion about 
what are we going to do?” Bran-
dy Mayes, the land operations 
manager at the Whitehorse-based 
Kwanlin Dun First Nation Gov-
ernment, said at the Yukon Terri-
tory meeting in April.

There appears to be more 
openness, at least initially, in 
Canada, which is higher up on 
the Yukon and naturally sees 
lower fish returns than Alaska. 
At a January workshop hosted 
by the First Nations salmon al-
liance, the Yukon Indigenous 
group, most participants in 
an informal survey said they 
agreed that hatcheries should 
be a viable proposal to rebuild 
salmon stocks.

“I was really surprised by 
these results — I had expected a 
lot more ‘no’s’ judging from the 
previous conversations that have 
been held,” said MacDonald, 
who presented the survey’s re-
sults at the Whitehorse meeting. 
“I think people are just feeling 
like if they don’t do something, 
we’re going to lose our salmon.”

The results, MacDonald add-
ed, are “not a ‘yes’ to hatcher-
ies.” She described the alliance’s 

January workshop as a starting 
point for discussion and com-
munity engagement. 

That’s also how officials from 
the Dunleavy’s administration 
are framing their position. Vin-
cent-Lang, Alaska’s fish and 
game commissioner, was also at 
the Whitehorse meeting, where 
he discussed the use of hatcheries 
as a “restoration tool” with the 
Yukon’s environment minister.

“I think there are some peo-
ple that are ready to build one 
right now. But we just want to 
start that discussion,” he said 
in a phone interview. “And we 
recognize that it’s a sensitive 
discussion.”

Officials at the meeting in 
Whitehorse said that any hatch-
ery proposals would have to 
comply with relevant sections 
of the U.S.-Canada treaty that 
governs international salmon 
management. 

Vincent-Lang also stressed that 
any push on hatchery construc-
tion would not be a substitute for 
work on other issues that could 
be driving salmon declines.

He said residents and groups 
along the Yukon have wide-rang-
ing opinions about hatcheries; 
some are open to the idea, while 
others have “no interest.”

Ragnar Alstrom, who leads 
the economic development 
group Yukon Delta Fisheries 
Development Association, said 
that “everyone” along the river 
is opposed to hatcheries aimed 
at boosting stocks above natural 
levels. But, he said, he’s open to 
discussion about the potential 
for hatcheries to restore dimin-
ished salmon populations.

The Northern Journal is a 
newsletter from Alaska journal-
ist Nathaniel Herz.
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By Garland Kennedy
Sitka Sentinel

Alaska’s top health official discussed 
the implications of the COVID-19 pan-
demic, the lessons learned and the need 
for Alaska to be ready for future public 
health emergencies.

Dr. Anne Zink, chief medical officer 
for the Alaska Department of Health, 
was the speaker at the Beyond COVID: 
Pandemic Preparedness in the Circum-
polar North conference on April 27 at the 
Sheet’ka Kwaan Naa Kahidi community 
house in Sitka.

Zink, an emergency health physician 
in Palmer, became the state’s chief medi-
cal officer in July 2019, just in time for the 
onset of the pandemic six months later.

“I’ve often been saying how we re-
spond out of this pandemic is going to 
be as important as how we respond-
ed during this pandemic,” Zink told 
the conference, sponsored by the Sitka 
Sound Science Center.

“The lessons that we take from this 
and how we move forward are going to 
be fundamental to our health care sys-
tem, to our public health system.”

Even before COVID, many in Alaska 
had unmet needs for health care.

“Could they afford the care where 
they’re going to go bankrupt because 
they couldn’t pay for their heart attack? 
… What’s their mental and physical 
health? What’s their economic stability? 
I can’t tell you how many times I had 
different academic people (say), ‘I don’t 
understand why this person went to 
work sick,’ and I’m like, ‘Because they 
can’t feed their family if they don’t go to 
work.’ That is all a part of it,” she said.

More than 80% of American health 
care funding goes toward acute and spe-
cialty care, she said, while just 3% is de-

voted to prevention.
“That’s just how our system is set up,” 

she said. “In this country, we spend more 
per capita on health care than any other 
industrialized nation, and our life expec-
tancy is lower than every other industri-
alized country and rapidly plummeting. 
So how do we shift that narrative? … Be-
cause it’s not just a health question. It’s 
an economic question. …  Healthy econ-
omies are built with healthy people.”

Early in the pandemic, she said, Alas-
ka was effectively cut off from national 
virus testing.

“We can talk about equity in this very 
generalized term. But if we as a state are 

completely cut out of all of the national 
testing, that’s not equitable, and we need 
to find ways to make sure that states have 
access to being able to test and looking at 
per capita numbers,” Zink said.

She recalled pushing back against an 
effort to shutter the port of Seattle — 
through which most of the state’s food 
passes — early in the pandemic.

Despite her title as chief medical of-
ficer, Zink said, her office carries little 
power beyond influence and suggestion.

“Most other states have local health 
departments that do a lot … and have 
actual health authority on health mea-
sures,” Zink said. “Alaska doesn’t have 

that. We’re very centralized in our public 
health, yet we have very little authority 
… I sometimes joke I have the authority 
to Zoom and that’s it — and I use that 
authority widely.”

Alaska is “very much a home rule 
state. And so it’s the city council, it’s the 
community, it’s the mayors and it’s the 
tribes who have the authority. Same with 
schools,” she said.

She was grateful for collaboration from 
Alaska’s 229 federally recognized tribes 
during the pandemic. Impacts from the 
1918 flu epidemic that killed millions 
worldwide are still evident in much of 
Alaska, Zink said. “Every epidemic and 
pandemic has disproportionately affect-
ed particularly Alaska Native people.”

Zink told the crowd she prefers to ad-
dress statewide health issues as they ex-
ist now.

“I’m less worried about the next pan-
demic; I’m more worried about my next 
shift. What are we doing in our health 
care? What are we doing in health today 
that makes us healthy and well today, 
and how do we remember the cultural 
and historical trauma and resilience of 
what’s happened moving forward?”

She called attention to the Depart-
ment of Health’s “Fresh Start” campaign, 
which aims to decrease the prevalence of 
preventable illness.

“It is a kind of a diabetes prevention, 
weight loss, blood pressure activity, 
chewing tobacco, smoking and diabetes 
and sugar management (program),” she 
said. “This essentially allows any Alas-
kan to connect to all of these existing free 
programs that were actually in existence 
before it. We just packaged them up and 
tried to make it easier to access.”

More information is available at fresh-
start.alaska.gov.

Alaska’s chief medical officer points to unmet health care needs

SITKA SENTINEL PHOTO
Dr. Anne Zink, Alaska’s chief medical officer, told a gathering in Sitka that the les-
sons learned from the COVID-19 pandemic “are going to be fundamental to our 
health care system, to our public health system.”

Alaska-Canada officials willing to talk about salmon hatcheries on Yukon River
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By Scott Bowlen
Ketchikan Daily News

A Palmer woman has been indicted 
on murder, manslaughter and assault 
charges for an alleged hit-and-run in 
Metlakatla that resulted in the deaths of 
her 3-year-old son and her brother, as 
well as injuring the child’s father.

Alecia A. Henderson, 27, was taken 
into custody on a court-ordered war-
rant May 2; the indictments were is-
sued May 4.

Ketchikan District Court Judge Kristian 
Pickrell set Henderson’s bail at a $500,000 
appearance bond, with 10% cash require-
ment. Pickrell also stipulated that Hen-
derson could not be released from cus-
tody until a court-approved third-party 
custodian had been approved.

The charges stem from events alleged 
to have occurred in the early morning of 
April 22 in Metlakatla.

According to the probable cause 
statement filed with the court by Ket-
chikan District Attorney Alexander Kra-

marczuk, Henderson, her son and their 
child’s father were in Metlakatla for a fu-
neral and had borrowed a vehicle to use 
during their stay.

On the evening of April 21, they were 
at a memorial party at a Metlakatla resi-
dence at which alcohol was present, ac-
cording to the statement.

Following a dispute with Alecia Hen-
derson over the keys to the vehicle — 
during which she is alleged to have tak-
en swings at the child’s father and her 
brother, James Henderson — the child’s 
father and James Henderson left the res-
idence with the child at between 1 a.m. 
and 1:30 a.m. on April 22 to go to another 
residence about one-half mile away for 
the night.

Video surveillance at Metlakatla’s ele-
mentary and middle schools shows the 
borrowed vehicle traveling toward the 
location of the two men and child who 
were walking at about 1:35 a.m. Its head-
lights and tail lights were on.

“The video further shows the (vehi-
cle) deactivate its lights and then rapidly 

accelerate toward the unsuspecting vic-
tims,” states the document. “The (vehi-
cle) moves outside the view of the cam-
era. A loud thump is heard, followed by 
cries for help.”

The vehicle continued on without 
stopping, according to the statement.

“When officers arrived, (the child’s fa-
ther) was responsive and attending to his 
son ... who was unresponsive but had a 
weak pulse,” according to the court doc-
ument.

James Henderson was found about 150 
feet away from the child’s father, and 
had a pulse at that time.

James Henderson was transported to 
the Annette Island Service Unit, where 
he died. The 3-year-old child was flown 
to Anchorage, where he died on the eve-
ning of April 23, according to the proba-
ble cause statement.

The child’s father told officers the ve-
hicle accelerated just prior to impact, 
according to the court document. “(The 
child’s father) has been consistent in his 
belief (Alecia Henderson) was the hit-

and-run driver,” according to the court 
document.

Metlakatla Police Department officers 
located the vehicle about 10 minutes lat-
er; its front end was heavily damaged 
and the keys were inside.

The officers contacted Alecia Hender-
son at the front door of the residence, 
according to the statement, which alleges 
that her speech was “heavily slurred.” 
She allegedly told the officers that the 
child’s father had been driving the vehi-
cle, but later, after having been detained 
for investigation, said she had been the 
only person inside the vehicle.

According to the probable cause state-
ment, her comments that morning were 
varied, ranging from saying that she was 
“drunk” and that she had not been driv-
ing, to inquiring about the condition of 
the child and his father.

In addition to the felony indictments 
handed down by the grand jury, she fac-
es charges of driving under the influence 
and driving on a revoked or suspended 
license.

Woman charged in hit-and-run that killed 2 in Metlakatla

By Jonson Kuhn
Juneau Empire

Shoreline Wild Salmon co-founder Marie Rose is feel-
ing like a small fish in a big pond after the Southeast 
Alaska-based company was recently listed in Good 
Housekeeping magazine’s 10 Best Seafood Delivery 
Services & Subscriptions of 2023.

“A lot of the companies on the Top 10 list are really big 
companies, we’re quite small in comparison, so to know 
that our products are making the ranks with theirs is re-
ally exciting,” Rose said. “It feels really great to have been 
included, we’ve worked really hard over the years to try 
to establish this online store through our website.”

The Good Housekeeping Institute nutrition lab recent-
ly a review of more than 40 popular seafood and meat 
delivery services over the course of three months to de-
termine the best. Shoreline Wild Salmon came in at No. 9.

Testers with Good Housekeeping reported: “The fish 
arrived fresh, and the portions were large and left my 
family feeling satisfied.”

Another tester added: “It was fun to try a new dish, 
and it was enjoyed by everyone. The fish was delicious 
and the texture and color were perfection!”

An Anchorage-based delivery operation, Alaskan 
Salmon Company, was ranked No. 6. The other winners 

are all based in the Lower 48.
Shoreline was founded in 2016 by Rose and fishermen 

Joe Emerson and Keith Heller. The company prides it-
self on fishing the “old-school way,” trolling, which 
Rose explained is the best way to ensure their company 
can pull fish from the water one at a time.

“We’re not catching large volumes, we’re really more 
quality-focused than quantity-focused, and by doing so 
we’re able to handle all of these salmon one at a time,” 
Rose said. “As soon as they’re brought aboard the boat 
they’re immediately cleaned and pressure bled and 
packed into ice. Catching them one at a time allows you 
to take a lot of steps to really produce the highest quality 
possible of Alaska salmon.”

The fish are fileted, packaged and frozen, then shipped 
from the company’s Juneau warehouse to customers. 
Stores and restaurants can buy what they want; subscrib-
ers can select a la carte or subscription boxes that include 
5 pounds or 10 pounds of fish delivered monthly.

Born and raised in Michigan, Rose explained that she, 
Heller and Emerson came together with the idea of tak-
ing troll-caught fish to consumers throughout the Unit-
ed States. At first, they started by working at farmer’s 
markets in the Detroit and Ann Arbor area of Michigan. 
From there Rose said the trio started making connec-

tions with various grocery store owners and started 
wholesaling their product.

In addition to serving Rainbow Foods in Juneau as 
well as Mountain Market in Haines, Shoreline also sup-
plies more than 60 grocery stores and restaurants in 
Michigan, as well as locations in Ohio, Minnesota and 
one in Mexico, according to Rose.

The online, direct-to-consumer business didn’t start 
until the latter half of 2020, and it’s been on a steady rise 
ever since.

When Rose first moved to Alaska, she worked for 
salmon-advocacy nonprofit Salmon Beyond Borders, 
but shortly thereafter transitioned into working with 
Heller and Emerson to collaborate on the beginnings of 
what would become Shoreline Wild Salmon. Emerson is 
their main fisherman that the company buys from; Hell-
er handles a lot of the offloading, as well as operations 
in Pelican; while Rose handles the bulk of the business 
operations and marketing.

Emerson said he’s grateful that Good Housekeeping 
recognized the quality of fish that Shoreline produces.

“Our mission has really been to produce the highest-qual-
ity salmon possible, and we spend a lot of time and effort to 
make that happen,” Emerson said. “We basically try to pro-
duce a fish that we would give to our own family.”

Southeast seafood seller Shoreline makes national Top 10 list

By Riley Rogerson
Anchorage Daily News

WASHINGTON — Alaska 
Sens. Lisa Murkowski and Dan 
Sullivan were among a bipar-
tisan group of 13 senators who 
jointly signed letters to five U.S. 
museums and universities, urg-
ing them to repatriate Indig-
enous remains in their collec-
tions.

The letters call on the Univer-
sity of California Berkeley, Har-
vard University, Illinois State 
Museum, Indiana University 
and the Ohio History Connec-
tion to comply with the Native 
American Graves and Repatri-
ation Act. The 1990 federal law 
mandates that museums receiv-
ing federal money must return 
human remains, funerary ob-
jects, sacred objects and objects 
of cultural patrimony to their 
descendants or original com-
munity.

“Delayed repatriation is de-
layed justice for Native peo-

ples,” the letters said. “For too 
long, Native ancestral remains 
and cultural items have been 
unconscionably denied their 
journey home by institutions, 
desecrated by scientific study, 
publicly displayed as speci-
mens, left to collect dust on a 
shelf, or simply thrown in a 
box and forgotten in a museum 
storeroom.”

The letters, sent in late April, 
came after a recent investiga-
tion from ProPublica and NBC 
News revealing that institutions 
across the country hold more 
than 110,000 Native American 
remains in their collections.

Murkowski said the letters 
seek to “elevate the issue” and 
inform the public about compli-
ance with federal law.

“It doesn’t make any differ-
ence if you are a significant 
museum or university,” she 
said. “If you have ancestral re-
mains that have been part of a, 
quote, ‘collection,’ they are an-
cestral remains that need to be 

returned and not necessarily 
kept as someone’s private col-
lection.”

Hawaii Democratic Sen. Brian 
Schatz, chairman of the Senate 

Indian Affairs Committee, and 
committee vice chairman Mur-
kowski led the letter-writing 
effort.

Sullivan said the letters put 

pressure on museums and uni-
versities that are “reluctant to 
comply with the law.”

Alaska senators among those urging museums to return Indigenous remains

Continued on page 20



“Can you imagine somebody 
going to your ancestor’s grave 
and taking their bones, digging 
up their bones and then when 
you go back saying, ‘I’d like my 
great-great-grandfather’s bones 
back,’ and they’re not being co-
operative?” Sullivan said April 
25. “I just find it to be something 

that should not be controver-
sial.”

The letters say that when 
the repatriation act passed in 
1990, lawmakers expected re-
patriation to take five years, but 
three decades later, “a daunting 
amount of work remains.”

“Experts reportedly estimate 
that it could take as many as 70 

more years before … (the act’s) 
directive of expeditious repa-
triation is fulfilled,” the letters 
stated. “This is simply unaccept-
able.”

Statements from the Ohio His-
tory Connection, which manag-
es dozens of sites and museums 
in Ohio, as well as Indiana Uni-
versity, Illinois State Museum 

and UC Berkeley each said they 
received the senators’ letter and 
are committed to repatriation.

“This work requires many 
resources and time commit-
ments — for both institutions 
like ours and the federally rec-
ognized tribes — to undertake 
repatriation on such a large 
scale, and we hope this conver-
sation shines a light on that is-
sue,” Ohio History Connection 
spokesman Neil Thompson said 
in a statement. 

The letters ask the five institu-
tions for an update on the repa-
triation process, including how 
they determine if “a relationship 
of shared group identity that 
may be reasonably traced” and 
how they use Native tradition-
al knowledge to determine re-
lationships between tribes and 
remains.

Alaska Native remains are 
also currently held in Alaska 
institutions, including the Uni-
versity of Alaska Museum of 
the North in Fairbanks. Scott 
Shirar, the museum’s archaeolo-
gy collection manager, said the 
museum has about 300 individ-
uals’ remains and about a dozen 
open repatriation cases.

Shirar said efforts are under-
taken in collaboration with trib-
al representatives and require 
an initial claim from an entity 
seeking repatriation. Once the 
process begins, it can take “a 
couple of years, at minimum,” 
according to Shirar.

He said “funding is always an 
issue,” and having staff dedicat-
ed to working on repatriation 
could expedite the process.
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By Yereth Rosen
Alaska Beacon

Alaska is the home of the world’s biggest piedmont gla-
cier — meaning it falls from a mountain into a flat plain. But 
a new study has revealed that the Malaspina Glacier is not 
quite as big as previously believed, and that its low eleva-
tion makes it more highly susceptible to melting that would 
affect the rise in global sea levels.

The glacier spills out of the St. Elias Mountains into a 
wide circular lobe atop a broad plain that stops short of the 
sea. At its widest, the glacier spans 40 miles across. It’s lo-
cated about midway between Yakutat and Icy Bay, where 
Southeast Alaska connects with the rest of the state.

The study, led by University of Arizona scientists and 
published in the Journal of Geophysical Research, used spe-
cially designed radar devices to conduct what was, in effect, 
a full-body scan that penetrated down to Malaspina’s base, 
including into the bedrock underlying it.

It found that Malaspina’ s ice volume is about 165 cubic 
miles, about 30% smaller than prior estimates. Two-thirds 
of the glacier is grounded below sea level, and those bottom 
portions of the glacier are undercut by several channels run-
ning as deep as 1,150 feet below sea level, the study found.

At the same time, the land barrier that separates Mala-

spina from the ocean is shrinking as lagoons on it expand. 
Earlier research by the National Park Service, University of 
Arizona and University of Alaska Fairbanks indicates that 
saltwater is already encroaching through that dwindling 
land barrier and that Malaspina may be transitioning into 
what is known as a tidewater glacier.

Exactly when and how fast Malaspina will melt out is a 
subject still being calculated, said the study’s lead author, 
Brandon Tober, a University of Arizona geophysics doctor-
al student. That work is being done by the same team that 
produced the new study, with members from UAF and the 
University of Montana as well as Tober and his University 
of Arizona colleagues. Tober said he hopes some results that 
forecast Malaspina’s future will be ready for release by the 
end of the year.

The Malaspina-scanning research was part of NASA’s 
Operation IceBridge, a program that ran from 2009 to 2021 
and used airborne equipment to measure sea ice, glaciers 
and ice caps in both polar regions.

Generally, glacier volume measurements are made 
through calculations from afar that factor in the physics of 
locations and movement over time. But those calculations 
are just estimates, Tober said.

“Really, the main way to figure it out is to go fly over 
them with radar and measure,” he said.

A challenge to radar measurements of Alaska glaciers is 
that in this temperate latitude, the ice is considered warm, 
which means it holds pools and pockets of water. That liq-
uid water often absorbs the radio waves used by radar, in-
terfering with any measurement attempts. To address that 
problem, this Malaspina project used extremely low-fre-
quency waves that were able to penetrate those sections of 
liquid water, Tober said.

Most of the data for the study came from flights done in 
2021, completing a grid pattern over the glacier, but there is 
use of data collected as far back as 2013, he said.

Alaska holds much less than 1% of the world’s glacial 
ice, but Alaska glaciers are outsized contributors to glob-
al sea-level rise, which is largely the product of meltwater 
from land ice, including glaciers and ice sheets, and thermal 
expansion as the oceans get warmer and their waters take 
up more space.

Alaska glaciers contribute more than any other source of 
land ice aside from the Greenland and Antarctic ice sheets, 
according to various recent studies that put Alaska glaciers’ 
contributions at around 6% or 7%.

The Alaska Beacon is an independent, donor-funded 
news organization. Alaskabeacon.com.

Malaspina Glacier more susceptible to melting, adding to rising sea level

By Yereth Rosen
Alaska Beacon

One of the world’s largest sea stars is on 
track to receive Endangered Species Act 
protections.

Federal regulators are proposing a threat-
ened listing for the sunflower sea star, a 
creature that has been killed off in much of 
its Pacific habitat by disease. While the effect 
of a listing on Alaska and its fisheries is not 
certain, scientists say they don’t expect sig-
nificant changes in the state in the near term.

The public comment period has ended on 
the proposal for the threatened listing pub-
lished by the National Oceanic and Atmo-
spheric Administration’s Fisheries Service. 
A final listing decision due in a year.

The proximate cause of the sunflower sea 
star decline is sea star wasting syndrome, 
which wiped out about 90% of the animals 
across its vast range, according to NOAA 
Fisheries. The wasting system has hit a vari-
ety of sea star species, though sunflower sea 
stars have suffered especially severe harm, 
according to scientists. It causes legs to fall 
off and, ultimately, results in disintegration 
of the animals’ bodies.

Climate change may be behind that dis-

ease, as the arrival of Pacific marine heat 
waves coincided with the disease outbreak, 
according to federal biologists.

Sunflower sea stars are distinctive and 
colorful creatures found from Baja Califor-
nia to Alaska’s Aleutian Islands. They can 
grow up to 24 legs and be as big as 3 feet 
in diameter. They are considered a keystone 
species in the marine environment; their 
top food is sea urchins, and by eating the 
kelp-feeding urchins they protect kelp for-
ests that support numerous other species, 
including those of commercial significance 
in Alaska.

If it goes through, the listing will be the 
first for any sea star under the Endangered 
Species Act.

The proposed listing is unusual in other 
ways.

While there are some big geographic 
differences in population trends, with the 
heaviest impacts in the southern areas and 
less-severe impacts in Alaska and other 
northern areas, the listing would cover 
sunflower sea stars over their entire range. 
That is because the Endangered Species 
Act does not allow listings of invertebrates 
to be broken down into distinct population 

segments, as is the case in Alaska with en-
dangered western Steller sea lions and Cook 
Inlet beluga whales.

Compared to the near-total wipeouts 
“across the board” in Lower 48 waters, de-
clines in Alaska waters range from 40% to 
100%, said Sadie Wright, a Juneau-based 
protected species biologist with NOAA 
Fisheries who helped compile the status re-
view that led to the proposed listing.

There is no plan, as of now, for designa-
tion of critical habitat, normally a part of the 
regulatory action to conserve listed species, 
officials said. That is because critical habitat 
is considered “indeterminable,” said Dayv 
Lowry, the NOAA Fisheries biologist who 
led the status review.

“We know that it occurs around kelp for-
ests. We know that it’s a part of that ecosys-
tem and an integral part of it. But the animal 
is also found over rock piles, sand, mudflats, 
eelgrass meadows. It’s found all over the 
place,” Lowry said in a news conference. 
“At this point, we’re saying the animal is 
protected anywhere and everywhere you 
encounter it.”

There are additional unknowns. Scien-
tists are still trying to figure out the sea stars’ 

life cycles and lifespans and fundamental 
biology, Lowry said. The exact pathogen 
that triggered wasting syndrome is not yet 
identified. And any contribution of the sun-
flower sea star deaths to a longer-term de-
cline in kelp forests is still unclear.

Also yet to be determined are any poten-
tial impacts of listing to commercial fishing.

Whatever damage is being done to the 
sea star population by bycatch, the unin-
tended catch during the harvest of targeted 
fish, it’s considered a low-level threat, far 
overshadowed by the wasting syndrome, 
Wright said.

“While we want to work with commer-
cial fisheries and the fishery management 
councils to gather more information and 
promote safe handling of sea stars that are 
bycatch in fisheries, we don’t anticipate sig-
nificant changes to fisheries as an outcome 
of this proposed rule,” she said.

The proposed listing results from a peti-
tion submitted in 2021 by the Center for Bio-
logical Diversity.

The Alaska Beacon is an independent, 
donor-funded news organization. Alas-
kabeacon.com.

Disease-decimated sunflower sea star could be listed as threatened species




