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By CALEB VIERKANT 
Sentinel writer 

Harbor House, the assisted living fa-
cility, closed its doors on Sept. 1. The fa-
cility opened in April of 2017 as a place 
for Wrangell’s senior citizens to live, 
and also became a popular spot for 
haunted houses around Halloween.  

Before then, the building was known 
as the Sourdough Lodge. According to 
a 2017 article in the Wrangell Sentinel, 
Harbor House offered five assisted liv-
ing rooms and an additional 11 rooms 
for senior housing.  

According to a letter sent to employ-
ees of Harbor House, the reason for the 
closure was due to undisclosed health 
concerns of the owner, Shannon Bosdell. 

“I want to thank you all for your ded-
ication to bringing joy [to] our seniors 
life,” the letter reads. “I know how 
thankless of a job it is but know each 
and everyone of you have earned my re-
spect.” 

Bosdell did not go into detail about 
his health issues but said that he closed 
Harbor House “with a heavy heart.” He 
said that he worked with the state di-
rectly to make sure that the closure was 
done within regulations, and to try and 
find placement for affected seniors. All 
residents left Harbor House on or before 
the closure date. 

“We worked with several people in 
town in an attempt to keep it going and 
have someone who could manage it in 
my stay while dealing with what I am 
dealing with,” Bosdell said in a Face-
book message. “But it is a very difficult 
job and thankless and takes a special 
kind of person who can dedicate their 
life’s [sic] to such a calling.”  

Bruce Harding, owner of the Harbor 
House building, did not have much in-

formation at the time of writing regard-
ing the future of the facility. There are 
no plans for the future at this time, he 
said, and they are focusing on cleaning 
up the grounds. 

The current situation for the former 
residents of Harbor House is largely un-
known, as well. Ethel Lane, with the 
senior apartments on Bennett Street, 
said that a few people have stopped by 
for applications but none have been re-
turned yet. For Wrangell’s seniors, one 
of the other housing options available to 
them is the Long Term Care facility at 
the Wrangell Medical Center. Maegan 

Bosak, with SEARHC, said that she 
could not provide information about 
any recent move-ins to Long Term Care 
without making a HIPAA violation. 
However, she did say that Long Term 
Care is a good option for assisted living 
that Wrangell families may want to con-
sider. 

According to Wrangell resident Bri-
ana Schilling, whose 90-year-old grand-
mother lived at Harbor House, residents 
received a letter in early August saying 
that they would need to move out by 
Sept. 1 at the latest. She is currently car-
ing for her grandmother, she said, but is 

on a waitlist for a place in Long Term 
Care. 

“The closure, on such short notice, 
has put an extreme amount of stress on 
her which she definitely didn’t need,” 
Schilling wrote in a Facebook message. 
“I am currently taking care of her, but 
her living situation is less than ideal.” 

Marylin Mork, another Wrangellite, 
said that both of her in-laws were Har-
bor House residents, too. She said that 
her father-in-law has moved in with her 
family, and her mother-in-law will also 
be moving in once she recovers from a 
broken hip at the hospital. 

Harbor House closes its doors after two years

By CALEB VIERKANT 
Sentinel writer 

While the Wrangell Wolves 
wrestlers do not have their 
first meet until mid-October, 
they have already been hard at 
work getting ready for the new 
season. Both wrestling 
coaches, Jeff Rooney and Jack 
Carney, said that they are 
looking at a very talented team 
this year and are looking to 
build off of previous successes. 

“We won a Region Champi-
onship with eight scorers in 
2016,” he wrote in a Facebook 
message. “We also took second 
for 2A at State that year.  
This year, it looks like we’ll 
have 13 of the 14 weight 
classes filled for the Men’s 
team alone. This is the largest 
team we’ve had since I’ve been 
here.” 

More recently, in the 2018 
season, the Wolves took 4th 
place in the 2A division at state 
and 10th place overall. Carney 
said that he is very excited for 
the state tournament this year. 
There are several returning 
players that Carney pointed 

out. Ryan Rooney and Liana 
Carney were both finalists in 
last year’s state tournament, he 

said. Another wrestler he men-
tioned was Jonah Comstock, 
who took 6th place in state as 

a freshman wrestler. 
“A handful of kids went to 

summer camps, several are 

running cross country, and 
many are enrolled in strength 
training class,” Carney said. 
“Preseason isn’t mandatory, 
but our kids are showing up 
consistently to prepare for the 
upcoming season. The kids are 
putting in work early with 
both training and fundrais-
ing.” 

Both coaches also gave 
some recognition to newer 
wrestlers on their team. 
Rooney said that the new 
wrestlers are showing a lot of 
heart, and he has high expecta-
tions for the upcoming season. 
According to the school dis-
trict’s sports calendar, the 
wrestling season opens on Oct. 
2, with Wrangell’s first meet 
being the Tom Sims Tourna-
ment on Oct. 18 and 19 in 
town. Carney also said that 
community members can 
come out and support the team 
at their annual halibut dinner 
on Oct. 12.  

He also mentioned that 
since it’s still the preseason 
there is plenty of time for more 
students to join the team.

Wrestling team sporting lots of talent this year

Harbor House, the assisted living facility, closed its doors as of Sept. 1. According to owner Shannon Bosdell, the facility 
closed because he is facing undisclosed health issues that required attention. 
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Members of the Wrangell Wolves wrestling team stretch before practice.
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By CALEB VIERKANT 
Sentinel writer 

After a recent shake-up that saw the 
loss of the Wrangell Senior Center’s site 
manager, cook, and driver, the facility 
is working to get back to its normal 
routine under the new leadership of 
Tom Jenkins, the new site manager. 
The center is still looking for additional 
staff and volunteers, but there are some 
big things being planned for the future. 

Jenkins is originally from Tennessee, 
he said, and has a 
background in in-
dustrial building. 
He worked for the 
senior center in 
Haines for three 
years as a driver 
and staff member 
before moving to 
Wrangell. His in-
terests include 
music, flying, his-
tory, and travel-
ing. He is also a 
very big fan of au-
thor Jane Austen, 
he said. Jenkins 
first got involved in senior center work 
because he said he was wanting to find 
something useful to do, and has always 
been involved in projects of a similar 
nature. 

“I’ve always been involved in Chris-
tian ministries and public service,” 
Jenkins said. “In Wrangell there was an 
opening and I thought it was some-
thing I could do in my retirement.” 

As the new site manager, Jenkins 
said that his main goal is to get the sen-
ior center back to full staff, and to refo-
cus on their core mission of providing 

meals and transportation to Wrangell’s 
senior citizens, and to provide a fun 
and healthy environment for people to 
socialize in. What Jenkins is hoping to 
see, too, is the senior center really 
transform into “the funnest senior cen-
ter in Alaska.” 

“This isn’t a nursing home, this is a 
senior center for fun and for socializ-
ing,” Jenkins said. “We want to encour-
age socializing.” 

The senior center recently received a 
piano, donated by 
Shannon Bosdell 
of the now-closed 
Harbor House. 
Another recent 
addition to the 
center that Jenk-
ins pointed out 
was a computer 
room where sen-
iors can come by 
for hour-a-day 
training on how 
to use the inter-
net. Other pro-
grams that will be 
coming soon, 

Jenkins said, include exercise pro-
grams, trivia nights, and music ses-
sions, among several other ideas. For 
all of these future programs to succeed, 
though, Jenkins said that new staff 
members, volunteers, and donations 
are sorely needed. 

“Once we get staff we’d look for vol-
unteers to help us serve meals and to 
bus tables afterwards,” he said. “Any-
one who knows anything about exer-
cise, like someone who can do stretch 
or balance exercises, man that would be 
wonderful … Anyone that could teach 

something in art, maybe some sort of 
art that seniors or anyone else could 
enjoy, or any kind of music volunteer, 
would all be things we’re looking for.” 

Besides just donations of time, Jenk-
ins said that there are several items 
charitable members of the community 
could consider donating, as well. These 

items include exercise equipment, blue-
tooth speakers for music, and a bingo 
roller. 

“We want to be more than just for 
seniors,” Jenkins said. “We want to be 
doing stuff for the community, too.” 

For more information regarding the 
senior center, call (907) 874-2066. 

Senior Center’s new 
manager planning big 
things for the future

Tom Jenkins, the new site manager for the Wrangell Senior Center, plays on a piano 
that was recently donated by Shannon Bosdell of the former Harbor House. Jenkins 
describes himself as a musician, pilot, traveller, history buff, and a big fan of Jane 
Austen. As the new site manager, he said that he hopes to see the senior center get 
back to its core mission of providing meals and transportation to Wrangell’s senior 
community, and also becoming “the funnest senior center in Alaska.” 
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“In Wrangell there 
was an opening and I 
thought it was  
something I could do 
in my retirement.” 

- Tom Jenkins,  
Senior Center site manager

By CALEB VIERKANT 
Sentinel writer 

Wrangell’s cross country 
team competed in the Craig 
High School Invitational this 
past weekend, continuing a 
trend of improving times from 
their past two meets.  

In the women’s 5,000 meter 
varsity run, Wrangell took 
third place just behind 
Ketchikan and Petersburg. 

Liana Carney was the first 
Wrangell runner to complete 
the race, coming in with a time 
of 21:27.39. Jade Balansag 
came in shortly afterward 
with a time of 22:15.27, her 
new personal record. 
Wrangell’s third-place runner 
was Jamie Early at 23:56.81, 
also a personal record. 

In the men’s 5,000 meter 
run, Ethan Blatchley finished 
first for Wrangell with a time 
of 21:15.86. Elias Decker was 
the second Wrangell runner to 
finish at 22:58.77. The third 
Wrangell runner to complete 
the race was Tyson Messmer 
at 23:13.98. Austin Reid was 
only about six seconds behind 
Messmer at 23:19.63, which is 
his new personal record. 

Coach Drew Larrabee said 
that the team all saw improve-
ments on their times this last 
meet, and the team told him 
that they attributed it to the 

emphasis on pacing them-
selves in practice. He also 
added that they got a few days 

off this week to rest, using 
practice time to go downtown 
for ice cream, and are looking 

forward to the next run.  
The cross country team will 

be traveling to Ketchikan this 

weekend. Regionals will take 
place the following weekend 
in Sitka. 

Cross country girls take third place in Craig meet
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By BRIAN VARELA 
Sentinel writer 

PETERSBURG — The Pe-
tersburg Police Department 
served search warrants at 410 
Mitkof Highway at approxi-
mately 3:50 P.M. on Tuesday, 
Sept. 10 and found distribution 
quantities of heroin and 
methamphetamine with a 
combined street value of ap-
proximately $61,670, according 
to police. 

Carter Gueller, 30, was ar-
rested and booked into the Pe-
tersburg jail on charges of 
misconduct involving a con-
trolled substance in the second 
degree, a class A felony, mis-
conduct involving a controlled 
substance in the third  
degree, a class B felony and 
misconduct involving 
weapons in the second degree, 
a class B felony, according to 
police. Gueller formally  
heard the three charges in an 
arraignment Wednesday after-

noon.  
During the search, authori-

ties said they located approxi-
mately 2.5 ounces of heroin 
and approximately 3.32 ounces 
of methamphetamine. Both 
narcotics were found in a safe 
along with a Glock 20 10mm 
and a scale with what authori-
ties believe to be heroin 
residue. Gueller had $2,177 on 
his person, and an additional 
$5,080 in cash was found in the 
house. Authorities also found 
a handwritten ledger with 
people’s names and phone 
numbers. Police Chief Jim Kerr 
could not state whether or not 
the people in the ledger would 

be persons of interest since the 
case is still under investiga-
tion. 

The Glock 20 10mm, an AR-
15 assault style rifle, a shotgun 
and a single shot hunting rifle, 
along with ammunition and 
accessories, were seized by po-
lice. 

The Petersburg Police De-
partment received assistance 
from the Juneau Police Depart-
ment, Alaska State Troopers, 
Federal Bureau of Investiga-
tion, United States Postal In-
spectors, National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration 
and the Petersburg Harbor De-
partment. 
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Saturday, September 21 
Baby Raven Reads: “Harvest” Wrangell Headstart, 10a-12p 
 

Monday, September 23 
School Board Meeting: Evergreen Elementary School Room 101, 7p 
 

Is the attendance at your meeting or event low? Send information for Roundup  
to wrgsent@gmail.com or call 874-2301. 

 

 
    PARKS & REC ACTIVITIES: Mid-day closure: M-F 1:30-3:30 p.m. Closed Sunday 
Pool: 
Arthritis Foundation Exercise Class:         M-W-F 8:30-9:30 a.m.                                  
Water Aerobics:                                       M-W-F 10:00-11:00 a.m. 
Lap Swim:                        M-W-F 6:00-7:30 a.m. MTWThF 11:30 a.m.-1:00 p.m.                             

                                    TuTh 5:15-6:15 p.m. Sa 11:00 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 
2 Lane Lap Swim:                     M-W-F 10:00-11:00 a.m. 
Lap/Tot Swim:                                        MTWThF 11:30 a.m.-1:00 p.m. S 11:00 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 
Swim Club:                                             M-F 3:15-5:15 p.m.  
Open Swim:                              M-W 5:30-7:00 p.m. F 6:30-8:00 p.m. S 1:00-2:00 p.m. 
Weight Room: M-Thu 6:00 a.m.-1:30 p.m., 3:30-7:30 p.m. F 6:00 a.m.-1:30 p.m., 3:30-8:30 p.m.    
S 10:00 a.m.-2:30 p.m.                           

 MEETINGS 
AA Meetings:  
North Star Group Meeting. St. Philip’s Church. Tuesday: 7 p.m., Thursday: 8 p.m., Friday: 8 p.m.

September 18, 1919  
Improvements which will 

be of valuable aid to naviga-
tion on the Stikine are soon to 
begin, according to G.B Hull, 
district engineer, Department 
of Public Works, who arrived 
from Prince Rupert a few days 
ago. Mr. Hull recently made a 
shipment of dynamite from 
Rupert to Wrangell, the explo-
sives to be used in clearing the 
river channel. Glenora riffles 
will receive special attention. 

  
September 15, 1944 
A total of 182 pupils have 

been enrolled in the Wrangell 
school so far this year, accord-
ing to Superintendent George 
Fabriclus, the 154 register in 
the eight grades and 31 in the 
high school. By far the most 
youngsters are in grade one, 
and the total gradually dimin-
ished until there are only five 
juniors and six seniors, while 
the freshman sophomore 
classes each has ten students. 

  
September 18, 1969 
Twelve families and three 

single men are newcomers to 
the community from Kake, 
having arrived in the past few 
months. Two families have ar-

rived within the past few 
weeks. All of the men are em-
ployed either at Wrangell 
Lumber Co. or Alaska Wood 
Products. A large number of 
the young people left Kake 
this fall to go to school and 
some have moved to Wrangell 
due to the lack of industry in 
Kake. With a population of 
700, Kake was significantly re-
duced with 12 families moved 
to Wrangell. 

  
September 22, 1994 

Chief of the U.S. Forest 
Service, Jack Thomas, visited 
Wrangell Saturday to try to 
answer charges that it was his 
department and the current 
administration that was taking 
actions designed to shut off 
timber harvesting in the Ton-
gass National Forest. Shortage 
of quality saw logs has caused 
Wrangell’s Alaska Pulp Cor-
poration to schedule closure 
for the mill in mid-November, 
idling about 225 workers for 
an undetermined time.  

The Way We Were  
In the Sentinel 100, 75, 50 and 25 years ago.

Continuing Events

Birthdays &  
Anniversaries

The Sentinel extends its best wishes to the persons listed on the 
Wrangell Chamber of Commerce Community Scholarship Birthday 
Calendar. 

 
Thursday, September 19: Alex Angerman, Doug Roberts, 

Mark Galla. Anniversary: Tom & Linda Nore. Friday, Sep-
tember 20: Jing O;Brien, Amber Vergilio, Radley Powers, Bri-
ana Taylor. Saturday, September 21: David Wilson, Jason 
Rak, Chris Gillen, Adam Messmer, Keely Good, Terry 
Buness, Ellen Massin. Sunday, September 22: Lorne Cook, 
Terri Henson, Braidyn Young. Anniversary: Bucky & Linda 
Bjorge, Terry & Janet Buness. Monday, September 23: Chris-
tian Cartwright, Veronica Beasley. Tuesday, September 24: 
Barbara Angerman, Mateas Rilatos, Jeff Abrahamson, Ken 
Hazelton. Wednesday, September 25: Lisa Nikodym, Danile 
Kirshner, Hadley Wiederspohn, Lenny Hamley, Tina Doak, 
Roberta Floyd, Mariah Speers. Thursday, September 26: 
Thomas Mathis, Jr., Calen Young, Dick Edgley.  

 
If you would like to add a birthday or anniversary at no 

charge please call the Sentinel at 874-2301.

 

  TIDES
Sept 19 - Sept 26

 Northbound               Southbound
Saturday, September 21 
Malaspina 08:45 a.m. 
Sunday, September 22 
Columbia 3:45 p.m. 
Tuesday, September 24 
Malaspina 09:30 p.m. 
Saturday, September 28 
Columbia 09:00 a.m. 
Sunday, September 29 
Columbia 01:45 p.m.

Thursday, September 19 
Malaspina 08:15 p.m. 
Monday, September 23 
Malaspina 08:15 a.m. 
Wednesday, September 25 
Columbia 03:30 a.m. 
Friday, September 27 
Malaspina 01:45 a.m. 
Monday, September 30 
Malaspina 04:15 a.m.

Arrival times may vary. Call 874-2021 for verification  
or call 874-3711 for recorded information.

  Thursday, September 19 
Pork Roast, Harvard Beets, Cauliflower, Rice with Broccoli Toss    

Friday, September 20 
Lemon Baked Chicken, Brussels Sprouts,  

Sukiyaki, Sweet potato Salad   
Monday, September 21 

German Meatballs on Pasta, Beets with  
Orange Sauce, Tossed Salad  

Tuesday, September 22 
Meatloaf, Steamed Greens, Perfection Salad,  

Mashed Potatoes and Gravy  
Wednesday, September 23 

Chicken A LaKing, Broccoli, Fresh Fruit  
with Creamy Sauce, Rice 

 
Please call Wrangell Senior Center  

at 874-2066 by 10 a.m. for reservations.  
Milk, tea and coffee will be served with meals.

Wrangell Roundup: Special Events

Senior Center  
Menu

Departures
FERRY

 
     High Tides                Low Tides
         AM      PM            AM                 PM

     Time      Ft      Time    Ft     Time     Ft    Time   Ft
 September  19   4:23       13.7      4:25      15.0     10:09      2.8      10:47  1.4 
 September  20   5:06       12.7      4:25      14.4    10:48      3.8      11:38  1.8      
 September  21   6:04       11.7      5:57      13.8    11:39      4.8      . . . .     . . .  
 September  22   7:30       11.2      7:17      13.5       0:42      2.2      12:47  5.6 
 September  23   9:03       11.7      8:48      13.9       2:00      2.1      2:13     5.7 
 September  24  10:14      12.9      10:04    15.0       3:21      1.4      3:39     4.9 
 September  25  11:09      14.5      11:06    16.4       4:31      0.2      4:50     3.2 
 September  26  11:56      16.1      . . . .      . . .         5:28      -1.1     5:46    1.3     

Wrangell
Weather

Daylight
Hours

Date                          High       Low
Sep.  09 72 53
Sep.  10 69 51
Sep.  11 62 54
Sep.  12 63 53
Sep.  13 59 53
Sep.  14 59 46
Sep.  15 62 46
Sep.  16 57 49

Date        Sunrise     Sunset   Daylight
Sept  19 6:25a 6:58p 12:33h
Sept  20 6:27a 6:55p 12:28h
Sept  21 6:29a 6:52p 12:23h
Sept  22 6:31a 6:50p 12:19h
Sept  23 6:33a 6:47p 12:14h
Sept  24 6:35a 6:44p 12:09h
Sept  25 6:37a 6:42p 12:05h
Sept  26 6:39a 6:39p 12:00h

Prescriptions, Gifts,
Candy, Cards

New Perfumes Are Here!
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Hardware,
Appliances,

Sporting Goods,  
Toys, Housewares,
Building Supplies, 

Clothing and More!

Ottesenʼs True Value
874-3377

Groceries 
Meats • Bakery 

Deli • Liquor 
 

Wrangell’s Complete Food Store 
Phone 874-2341

Wrangell IGAWrangell IGA

Call Toll Free 1-800-942-9741
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Cruise and Tour Specialist

874-3383

TYEE TRAVEL
Cruise and Tour Specialist

874-3383

TYEE TRAVEL
Cruise and Tour Specialist

874-3383

TTYEE TRAVEL
Cruise and Tour Specialist

874-3383

RAVELTYEE TRAVEL
Cruise and Tour Specialist

874-3383

TYEE TRAVEL
Cruise and Tour Specialist

874-3383

TYEE TRAVEL
Cruise and Tour Specialist

874-3383

TYEE TRAVEL
Cruise and Tour Specialist

874-3383

TYEE TRAVEL
Cruise and Tour Specialist

874-3383

Cruise and Tour Specialist
TYEE TRAVEL
Cruise and Tour Specialist

874-3383

TYEE TRAVEL
Cruise and Tour Specialist

874-3383

TYEE TRAVEL
Cruise and Tour Specialist

874-3383

TYEE TRAVEL
Cruise and Tour Specialist

874-3383

TYEE TRAVEL
Cruise and Tour Specialist

874-3383

TYEE TRAVEL
Cruise and Tour Specialist

874-3383

TYEE TRAVEL
Cruise and Tour Specialist

874-3383

TYEE TRAVEL
Cruise and Tour Specialist

874-3383

TYEE TRAVEL
Cruise and Tour Specialist

874-3383

TYEE TRAVEL
Cruise and Tour Specialist

874-3383

TYEE TRAVEL
Cruise and Tour Specialist

874-3383

TYEE TRAVEL
Cruise and Tour Specialist

874-3383

TYEE TRAVEL
Cruise and Tour Specialist

874-3383

TYEE TRAVEL
Cruise and Tour Specialist

874-3383

TYEE TRAVEL
Cruise and Tour Specialist

874-3383

TYEE TRAVEL
Cruise and Tour Specialist

874-3383

TYEE TRAVEL
Cruise and Tour Specialist

874-3383

TYEE TRAVEL
Cruise and Tour Specialist

874-3383

TYEE TRAVEL
Cruise and Tour Specialist

874-3383

TYEE TRAVEL
Cruise and Tour Specialist

874-3383

TYEE TRAVEL
Cruise and Tour Specialist

874-3383

TYEE TRAVEL
Cruise and Tour Specialist

874-3383

TYEE TRAVEL
Cruise and Tour Specialist

874-3383

TYEE TRAVEL
Cruise and Tour Specialist

874-3383

TYEE TRAVEL
Cruise and Tour Specialist

874-3383

TYEE TRAVEL
Cruise and Tour Specialist

874-3383

• Cruises • Packages
• Vacations

Cruises and custom tours 
to Alaska for your 
family & friends

Wrangell
874-3383
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Full Grocery, Meats & Produce,
Video Rentals

Fax, Copy & Postage
423 Front St             (907)874-3333

Buness Bros. Inc.
Appliances
Home Furnishings
& Sporting Goods

874-3811

Sentry
Hardware & MarineHHardware & MarineHardware & MarineHardware & MarineHardware & MarineHardware & MarineHardware & MarineHardware & MarineHardware & MarineHardware & MarineHardware & MarineHardware & MarineHardware & MarineHardware & MarineHardware & MarineHardware & MarineHardware & Marine

408 Front Street
874-3336

Got A Question. . .Need A Hand?

P.O.  Box 1139 • Wrangell 99929

Johnson’s Building Supply
FOR ALL YOUR

BUILDING NEEDS

We Deliver
2.5 Zimovia Highway

Phone 874-2375
Fax 874-3100

Business Directory
907-874-2301To advertise here just call:

FALL IS HERE 
 and the hunting season is underway; check with  

your local merchants for cold-weather hunting  
gear, guns, ammo and camping necessities 

and remember to fuel the truck,  
4-wheeler and/or boat!A business that

doesn’t advertise
is like a building

without a foundation.
Call The Sentinel for

help with that
foundation 
P.O. Box 798  •  205 Front Street  •  Wrangell, AK 99929

PH: 874-2301  •  FAX: 874-2303  •  EAIL: wrgsent@gmail.com

Dietra Wegener
Petersburg Wrangell Insurance Center
100 N Nordic, Petersburg, AK 99833
inquiry@p-wins.com

Call me today to see how much you can
save with Allstate’s good student discount.

907-874-2359

Discount and insurance offered only with select company and subject to availability and qualifications. Allstate Insurance
Company, Allstate Property and Casualty Insurance Company and Allstate Indemnity Company; Northbrook, IL © 2012
Allstate Insurance Company.

$62,000 in heroin, meth seized by Petersburg police

Carter Gueller

Among the property seized by authorities were approximately 2.5 ounces of heroin, about 3.32 ounces of methamphetamine, $7,257 
in cash and four guns.

PHOTO COURTESY OF THE PETERSBURG POLICE DEPARTMENT 



By CALEB VIERKANT 
Sentinel writer 

Wrangell’s planning and 
zoning commission met last 
Thursday, Sept. 12. One of the 
big discussion items on the 
agenda was the potential re-
zoning of the old Institute 
property, by Shoemaker Har-
bor. The property was once the 
location of the Wrangell Insti-
tute, a boarding school for na-
tives that opened its doors in 
1932. During World War II, the 
Institute was used to relocate 
Aleut people, as well. The In-
stitute closed in 1975, and was 
briefly used by the Young 
Adult Conservation Corps 
until 1980. The property has 
not seen use since, according 
to Wrangell’s 2017 master plan 
to develop the land. 

According to documents in 
the meeting’s agenda packet, 
the property was rezoned in 
2011 from “multi-family resi-
dential” to “holding,” until the 
city could decide how to de-
velop the land. A master plan 
was developed in the years fol-
lowing, which can be found on 
the city’s website. No further 
progress in development has 
been made recently,  
however, due to a number of 
factors. 

“We started this discussion 
a year or so ago, and then with 
the commission changing and 
not having a quorum, and life 
happens, it kind of got 
dropped to the bottom of the 
list, but we need to start ad-
dressing this,” said Economic 
Development Director Carol 
Rushmore. 

The commission also re-
ceived a letter from Wrangell 
resident Jillian Privett saying 
that she hopes to see the Insti-
tute property become a resi-
dential area. She would also 
like to see a portion of the land 
saved as a memorial site to the 
Institute, the letter read, “if the 
local tribe would like to take it 
on as a historical landmark for 
what was and will never be 
again …” 

The final result of the mas-
ter plan designed a few years 
ago, Rushmore said, has the 
Institute property being devel-
oped into a mixed-use area. 
Most of the land would be set 
aside for residential area, but 

some bigger areas would be 
zoned for a variety of potential 
commercial uses. One such use 
that was considered was an 
ANSEP school, she said, but 
that idea has largely fallen by 
the wayside recently. Another 
potential use of the land would 
be for an assisted living facil-
ity. Several potential designs 
of how the property could be 
developed can be found in the 
online master plan. 

The commissioners present 
at the meeting seemed to like 
the idea of zoning the land for 
mixed use. Commissioner Don 
McConachie said that the 
property was far enough out of 
town that it made sense to let 
some businesses into the area, 
such as small corner stores. 
That way, people living out 
there would not have to drive 
all the way back into town if 
they forget to buy a loaf of 
bread, he gave as an example. 

Another idea that Mc-
Conachie said he liked was 
that of a park, possibly around 
a creek on the property. Rush-
more added that the creek area 
could also be considered for a 
remembrance area, like was 
mentioned in Privett’s letter. 
McConachie agreed that a me-
morial would have to be put 
first and foremost on any de-
velopments. 

“There’s going to be, I 
think, some ceremonies, 
cleansing and some other 
things,” Rushmore said. 
“We’ve been talking to the 

tribe and we’ll continue to be 
talking to the tribe. In fact, de-
veloping this property, the city 
is going to have to work 
closely with the tribe.” 

After further discussion, the 
commission was largely in 
agreement that mixed-use re-
zoning would be the best route 
to take with the property. This 
was only a discussion item, 
and no action was taken. How-
ever, Rushmore said that it 
was good to get the ball rolling 
again. 

During the meeting, the 
commission also denied a re-
quest by Wrangell resident 
Dale Parkinson for a condi-
tional use permit to use his 
home at 3.5 mile Zimovia 
Highway as a bed and break-
fast. The issue came down to 
access to Parkinson’s property. 
An easement to the property 
cuts through land owned by 
David Mork, as well as a 
rocked road from the highway 
across Alaska Mental Health 
Trust land. Mork spoke at the 

meeting against the permit. 
While he and Parkinson have 
been good neighbors, he said, 
he did not want strangers and 
tourists snooping around on 
his property. 

Parkinson responded by 
saying that his insurance 
would be willing to investi-
gate, and likely cover any acci-
dents on the easement 
involving him or his cus-
tomers. He also added that he 
has updated his welcome letter 
to visitors asking that they be 
respectful of their neighbors’ 
privacy. 

There was some discussion 
between all the involved par-
ties, and the commissioners, 
but eventually a vote was 
called. It was a tie, McConacie 
and Commissioner Terri Hen-
son against and Commission-
ers Apryl Hutchinson 
and Kate Hein for. Commis-
sioner Andrew Hoyt was not 
present for this meeting. In the 
event of a tied vote, a motion 
fails.

SERVICES 
LAMINATING services up to 
11x17 at the Wrangell Sentinel. 
205 Front St. 874-2301 ……
tfndh 
 
OFFICE SUPPLIES: Come see 
our great selection for office, 
school or home or place an 
order. The Wrangell Sentinel, 
205 Front St. 874-2301 ……
tfndh 
 
JOBS 
OFFICE HELP WANTED: The 
Wrangell Sentinel is hiring. 
Must be able to lift 25 pounds 
and have own car. DOE. Please 
stop in the Sentinel office to fill 
out a job application or email re-
sume to wrgsent@gmail.com…
…tfnx8-2dh 
 
PROPERTY 
FOR SALE: 46 acres Stikine 
River property Knig Slough 
$230,000.00. 518-0101……
3x10-3b11 
 

BOATS AND MARINE 
IFQS AND FISHING PER-
MITS, Alaskan Quota and Per-
mits LLC, 907-772-4000, 
1-888-347-4437……tfn1-3b15 
! 
SERVICES 
COPIES: Black and white and 

color copies up to 11x17. Send 
us your files to print. The 
Wrangell Sentinel, 205 Front St. 
874-2301……tfndh 
! 
FAX SERVICES at the Sentinel. 
Send or receive faxes. Fax num-
ber 874-2303 ……tfndh 
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Puzzle  
answers from 9/12 Edition

Submit resume/application to  
the Wrangell Sentinel at 205 Front St. or 

wrgsent@gmail.com. 

Office 
Help 
Wanted

• Computer skills necessary.  
• Attention to detail and  

good customer service skills critical.  
• Must be able to lift 25 pounds  

and have car to deliver papers on Thursdays.  
• Wage DOE. 
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PUBLIC NOTICE
The Canvass Board will

meet on Thursday, October
3, 2019 at 10:00 a.m., in the 
Borough Assembly hambers
to canvass the results of the
Regular Election held on 
October 1, 2019.

Kim Lane, MMC, 
Borough Clerk

City & Borough 
of Wrangell, Alaska

Publish: September 19 and
26, 2019

PUBLIC NOTICE
Public Hearing 

The Borough Assembly Borough Assembly will hold a 
PUBLIC HEARING on Tuesday, September 24, 2019, during
the Regular Borough Assembly meeting that begins at 6:00 p.m.,
in the Borough Assembly Chambers on the following item(s):
A. ORDINANCE No. 965 of the Assembly of the City and 
     Borough of Wrangell, Alaska, amending chapter 15.12, 
     electricity, by adding section 15.12.193 rate stabilization 
     (third reading)

The Public is encouraged to attend.
Kim Lane, MMC, 

Borough Clerk
City & Borough of Wrangell, Alaska

Publish: September 19, 2019

PUBLIC NOTICE
City Board and Committee Vacancies

City and Borough of Wrangell
Persons interested in serving on the following City Boards

and Committees, please submit your Letter of Interest to the
Office of the Borough Clerk, City & Borough of Wrangell, P.O.
Box 531, Wrangell, AK 99929. You can also email your Letter
of Interest to the Borough Clerk at: clerk@wrangell.com.

Deadline for Letters of Interest is 4:00 p.m., Friday, October
2, 2019, for the following vacancies:
Planning & Zoning Commission                two (2) three-year terms
Parks & Recreation Advisory Board          one (1) three-year term
Wrangell Convention & Visitors Bureau    two (2) three-year terms
Economic Development Committee           two (2) three-year terms

Appointments will be made at the October 8, 2019 Regular As-
sembly meeting. 

A copy of the code chapter for any of the above boards and com-
missions can be obtained by contacting the Borough Clerk’s Office
or viewed at the City’s website at www.wrangell.com
The City & Borough of Wrangell is an equal opportunity employer.

Kim Lane, MMC
Borough Clerk

Publish: September 19 and 26, 2019

CITY AND BOROUGH OF WRANGELL, ALASKA 
NOTICE OF REGULAR ELECTION 

 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that on the 1st day of October 2019, there will be held in the City 

and Borough of Wrangell, Alaska, a Regular Election for the purpose of voting on the following City 
Offices and Proposition.  

Assembly: Two – (3 Year Terms)  
Assembly: Two – (1 Year Unexpired Terms until 10-2020)  
Port Commission: Two  – (3 Year Terms)  
School Board: Two  – (3 Year Terms)  
School Board One – (1 Year Unexpired Term until 10-2020)  
School Board One – (2 Year Unexpired Term until 10-2021)  

*****************************************************  
PROPOSITION  1  

Ratification of Ordinance 964  
Section 3-9 of the Home Rule Charter for the City and Borough of Wrangell provides that the  

borough-operated Wrangell Medical Center shall be operated by a board established by ordinance and 
elected by the voters. Because voters approved the transfer of the Wrangell Medical Center’s operations 
and maintenance to Southeast Alaska Health Consortium (SEARHC) at the borough’s October 2, 2018 
Regular Election, and it is as a result no longer operated by the borough, the Assembly adopted  
Ordinance No. 964, which proposed amending the Charter by repealing Section 3-9.   

Shall the Home Rule Charter of the City and Borough of Wrangell be amended to repeal Section  
3-9, Wrangell Medical Center, as set forth in Ordinance No. 964?   

Yes  
 

 No  
 

The polls for said election will be open at 8:00 a.m. on the said day and will close at 8:00 p.m. 
on the same day.  

Each voter must have the qualifications prescribed by state law. A qualified voter shall vote only 
once per election and shall exercise that right at the polling place established in the designated Wrangell 
Precinct (James & Elsie Nolan Museum/Civic Center) and in which he/she resides within the borough 
boundaries of the City and Borough of Wrangell. 

Kim Lane, MMC, Borough Clerk 
City and Borough of Wrangell, Alaska 

Publish: August 22, 29, September 5, 12, 19 and 26, 2019 
 

NOTICE  FOR ABSENTEE VOTING BEGINS  
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 16, 2019  

FROM 8:00 am to 4:00 pm 
MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY AT CITY HALL  

FOR THE OCTOBER 1, 2019 REGULAR ELECTION 
QUALIFIED VOTERS MAY VOTE AN ABSENTEE BALLOT 
UNTIL 4:00 P.M., Monday, SEPTEMBER 30, 2019.  

For those voters who cannot VOTE ABSENTEE IN  
PERSON, you may submit an application to have your ballot 
mailed or faxed to you.  

Please stop by the Borough’s Clerks Office to apply. 
Kim Lane, MMC, Borough Clerk 

City & Borough of Wrangell, Alaska 
Publish: August 22, 29, September 5, 12,19 and 26, 2019 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Board of Directors of
the Southeast Alaska Power Agency (SEAPA) will hold a 
Regular Board Meeting on September 26, 2019 from 1 p.m. to
5:00 p.m. and September 27, 2019 from 9 a.m. to 12:00 noon
AKDT at the Petersburg Assembly Chambers in Petersburg,
Alaska. During the meeting, the board may hold an executive ses-
sion for a CEO review and hydrosite investigations. For additional
information, please call 907.228.2281.! 
Published: September 19, 2019

Sign-up for a FREE 
6-week SUBSCRIPTION!

Get the Wrangell Sentinel in the mail 
for six weeks, free of charge.   

We’re sure you’ll like what you see:
• School news 
• Sports 
• Wrangell History 
• Classified Ads 
• Letters to the Editor 

• Community News 
• Weather 
• Public Notices 
• Fishing News

TAKE A  
TEST DRIVE

907-874-2301  
Fax: 907-874-2303 

Email: wrgsent@gmail.com 

Name:___________________________  
Address:_________________________  
City:____________________________  
State:________________ Zip:________  

Email:___________________________  
Phone:__________________________

Give me 6-weeks for FREE

Call or Mail to: Wrangell Sentinel 
PO Box 798, Wrangell, AK 99929

Next weekend:  
** No Movie Next Weekend**

THE PEANUT 
BUTTER FALCON

SHOWTIMES:  
 FRI. SEPT. 20- SUN. SEPT. 22 

7PM EACH DAY 

Rated PG-13  • 1hr 37min 
Adventure, Comedy, Drama

September 9 
MVA: Hit and run. 
Agency assist: Harbor. 
Found property. 
Citizen assist: Vehicle 

unlock.  
Traffic complaint. 
Disturbance: Unfounded. 
Trespass: Unfounded.  
 
September 10 
Suspicious persons: Criminal 

mischief. 
Report of burglary. 
Agency assist: Alarm. 
Civil Matter. 
Agency assist: Random 

breath test.  
Assault: Information. 
 
September 11 

Trespass. 
Illegal dumping.  
Traffic. 
 
September 12 
Suspicious activity. 
Domestic Disturbance. 
Three vehicle unlocks. 
 
September 13 
Citizen assist: Vehicle unlock. 
 
September 14 
Drug paraphernalia. 
Citizen assist: Vehicle unlock. 
Subpoena service. 
 
During this reporting 

period there were five EMS 
calls and two animal 
complaints. 

Police report

Planning and Zoning Commission considers Institute property rezoning



fisheries for pricey sea cucum-
bers. On October 7 divers will 
head down for nearly 2 million 
pounds of cukes in Southeast 
Alaska. 

A much smaller sea cucum-
ber fishery of 165,000 pounds 
opens on October 1 at Kodiak, 
Chignik and the South Penin-
sula. Red sea cucumbers last 
year paid out at over $4 a 
pound to fishermen.    

The Panhandle’s popular 
spot shrimp fishery also opens 
October 1. Fishermen using 
pots can haul up just over a 
half million pounds. 

Also in Southeast Alaska – 
the Dungeness crab fishery 
will reopen October 1 in a year 
that could be the best in a 
decade. 

The catch for the summer 
fishery that wrapped up last 
month topped 4 million 

pounds and managers expect a 
good catch this fall. Dungies 
averaged $3.06 a pound mak-
ing the summer fishery worth 
nearly $13 million at the docks. 

Here’s a new one:  The 
Alaska Department of Fish and 
Game has established a season 
for the commercial harvest of 
detached kelp that has washed 
up on beaches in Lower Cook 
Inlet. 

  
Almanac call — Share per-

sonal glimpses of your fishing 
life in photos, songs, stories, 
art, poems, musings and mis-
chief in the second Alaska 
Young Fishermen’s Almanac. 
The call for submissions is 
going on now. 

“It’s a window into the 
lifestyle that so many of us live 
here in Alaska,” said Jamie O’-
Connor, a fisherman and head 
of the Alaska Young Fisher-

men’s Network, an arm of the 
Alaska Marine Conservation 
Council.  

The almanac is modeled 
after a publication for farmers 
that dates back to 1792.  Last 
year’s 141 page inaugural edi-
tion featured nearly 60 items 
from almost every Alaska re-
gion. It serves as a “cultural 
touchstone” for fishermen that 
reinforces their sense of com-
munity, O’Connor said, adding 
that she’s been pleasantly sur-
prised at how popular the book 
has been with non-fishing peo-
ple.   

Ultimately, the almanac cel-
ebrates the culture and builds 
understanding of the fishing 
life. 

The Alaska Young Fisher-
men’s Almanac will be avail-
able in mid-November, just in 
time for holiday gift giving. 
Deadline for submissions is 
October 1. 

  
Fish bucks give back — 

American Seafoods Company 
is again offering grants for 
community programs at Ko-
diak, the Aleutian and Pribilof 
Islands, Alaska Peninsula, Bris-
tol Bay, Lower Kuskokwim, 
Lower Yukon, Norton Sound 
and regions north. The major-
ity of grant awards will range 
from $1,000 to $7,500 and be 
based on the need in the com-
munity, the number of people 
who will benefit from the pro-
gram and the ability to garner 
matching funding. The dead-
line to submit applications is 
October 14 and recipients will 
be announced by the Western 
Alaska Community Grant 
Board on October 30. 

Apply at www.ameri-
canseafoods.com or contact 
Kim Lynch (kim.lynch@ameri-
canseafoods.com. 

By Representative 
Dan Ortiz 

Representative Ortiz visited 
Prince Rupert, British Columbia 
(B.C.) this week to meet with 
Canadian officials. He met with 
Royal Canadian Mounted Police 
Inspector Blake Ward Chief Fi-
nancial Officer for Prince Ru-
pert Corinne Bomben, Member 
of Legislative Assembly Jen-
nifer Rice, City Councilors, and 
Mayor Lee Brain. The intent of 
these meetings was to find a so-
lution to the current AMHS 
Prince Rupert port of entry re-
quirements. 

It recently became a require-
ment to provide armed law en-
forcement coverage for the U.S. 
Customs and Border Protection 
(CBP) officers who provide 
clearance for Alaska Marine 
Highway System (AMHS) ves-
sel passengers entering the U.S. 
from Prince Rupert. In a press 
release last week, the Depart-
ment of Transportation stated 
that the requirement could not 
be fulfilled, and therefore, the 
AMHS route to Prince Rupert 
would cease on October 1, 
2019. 

After conversations in Prince 
Rupert, Representative Ortiz has 

been reassured that fulfilling the 
requirement is feasible and pos-

sible solutions will be presented 
to the Department and the Ad-
ministration next week during 
meetings in Juneau. 

“I’m very heartened by the 
overwhelming sense of support 
from all of the government offi-
cials here in B.C. and their com-
mitment to maintain AMHS 

access to Prince Rupert. I look 
forward to Mayor Brain’s visit 
to Juneau next week; it’s my ex-
pectation that he will come for-
ward with very viable options 
for the State of Alaska to main-
tain year-round AMHS access to 
Prince Rupert,” said Represen-
tative Ortiz. 

Dan’s Dispatch

Dan Ortiz 
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Comics

Puzzle answers will be in  
the September 26 edition

PUBLIC NOTICE  
For the upcoming City and Borough of Wrangell Regular 

Election of October 1, 2019, the following ordinance applies:  
2.16.030 Write-in Candidates and Write-in Votes.  

Individuals who fail to file a declaration of candidacy but wish 
to run for office as a write-in candidate, must file with the  
borough clerk, a letter of intent no later than five p.m. on the  
Friday preceding the election (September 27, 2019) in which the 
candidate plans to participate.    

Write-in votes cast for individuals who do not file a letter of 
intent will not be counted.  

In order to vote for a write-in candidate, the voter must, in 
space provided, write in the candidate’s name as the candidate’s 
name appears on the letter of intent filed with the borough clerk.  
In addition, the voter must mark the oval opposite the candidate’s 
name.    

Stickers shall not be used. 
Kim Lane, MMC, Borough Clerk 

City and Borough of Wrangell, Alaska 
Publish: August 29, September 5, 12, 19 and 26, 2019

Love Reading Old Wrangell Sentinel Newspapers?

Irene Ingle Public Library 
is accepting donations to digitally 

archive old issues of  
the Wrangell Sentinel. 

 
Why should you care? 

- GENEALOGICAL SEARCHES 
- HISTORIC RESEARCH 

 
Donations can be sent to:  

Irene Ingle Public Library,  
PO Box 679, Wrangell, AK 99929

Ad space donated by the Wrangell Sentinel

N K ELECTRIC
Here to serve all

your electrical needs

COMMERCIAL
INDUSTRIAL

RESIDENTIAL
874-2770, #21633

Continued from page 8
Fish Factor

By CALEB VIERKANT 
Sentinel writer 

The Nolan Center, Wrangell’s 
museum, convention center, and 
theater has announced a new 
monthly program for moviego-
ers young and old to enjoy. Start-
ing Thursday, Sept. 19 at 6:30, 
the public is in-
vited to “Throw 
Back Thursday” 
movie night. The 
monthly program 
will provide peo-
ple with dinner 
and a nostalgic 
movie from days 
gone by. 

“It’s something 
that Cyni [Crary] thought up 
when she first took over her di-
rector position last year, and 
once I came on as the manager 
here we were able to implement 
it,” said Keeleigh Solverson, with 
the Nolan Center. 

The first “Throw Back Thurs-
day” will feature the 1985 film 
“The Breakfast Club.” Tickets 
get people access to the movie 
and a complimentary dinner. 
Solverson said that the theater’s 
usual concessions will also be 

available. The Nolan Center will 
be continuing their regular 
schedule of more modern films 
on weekends, too. 

The nostalgic movie nights 
are a great way for people to see 
popular movies from the past, 
Solverson said. They plan to 

show all the clas-
sics. Next month 
will be a classic 
Halloween movie, 
she said, and 
around December 
they will show a 
Christmas movie. 

“It’ll be your 
‘Steel Magnolias’ 
and, you know, 

your ‘Grease’ and all your clas-
sics that we’ll rotate throughout 
the months,” she said. 

To learn more about the 
movie nights, contact the Nolan 
Center at (907) 874-3699. Solver-
son added that they are also 
open to suggestions about which 
movies to show.

PHOTO BY CALEB V IERKANT/ WRANGELL SENTINEL

Fun Run supports WHS swim team

Nolan Center hosting 
Nostalgic Movie Nights

Southeast Beasts, Wrangell’s local running group, decided to host their annual Fall Fun Run 
a little early this year to support the high school swim team, who is looking to raise a total of 
$5,000 to cover expenses this season. Over thirty members of the community, including sev-
eral members of Wrangell’s cross country and wrestling teams, came out to run in support 
of the swim team. 
According to Lucy Moline-Robinson, with Southeast Beasts, there were over 30 people who 
ran last Sunday afternoon, from the Stikine Inn, around the nature trail at Volunteer Park, 
and back. There was also a random drawing for a $100 cash prize at this event, which was 
won by Mariah Carney. In total, according to a Facebook post by Southeast Beasts, about 
$600 was raised for the swim team. Call Ottesen’s True 

Value Hardware for 
all your building & 
special order needs. 

Featuring: 
Atrium Windows, 

Snap-Loc Roofing, 
Treated & 

Untreated Wood
Phone 874-3377 

Fax 874-3549
e-mail: ottesenstruevalue@ak.net

Ottesen’s



By CALEB VIERKANT 
Sentinel writer 

Members of the Parks and 
Recreation Department, the 
Wrangell Rod and Gun Club, 
The Stikine Sportsmen Associ-
ation, and the Forest Service 
held a meeting last Wednesday, 
Sept. 11. The purpose of the 
meeting was to review some re-
cent renovations to the outdoor 
gun range on Spur Road, and to 
discuss priorities for future im-
provements. 

Renovations to the gun 
range began back in May, 
thanks to a $14,500 grant from 
the NRA Foundation. Accord-
ing to a document passed out 
by Parks and Rec Director Kate 
Thomas, the Rod and Gun Club 
and the Stikine Sportsmen col-
laborated to write the grant ap-
plication back in October of 
2018. The application had sev-
eral priorities listed for repairs 
and improvements to the gun 

range. Among the projects 
funded and completed, or 
soon-to-be-completed, include 
replacement of pavilion roofs, 
construction of a walking path, 
and access improve-
ments to the shotgun 
range. 

“I wanted to say 
thanks to you all who’ve 
gotten this started,” 
Thomas said. “Kim 
[Powell] did the grant 
writing for the NRA 
Foundation application, 
and the Stikine Sports-
men is the fiduciary 
agent, so a pass-through 
agency for the funding 
for the project. The out-
door shooting range has-
n’t seen any major 
improvements in years, 
although it’s a heavily used site 
and very valuable to the com-
munity of Wrangell.” 

Kim Powell went into detail 

about some renovations that 
did not get funded this year, 
but were on the to-do list. This 
includes new signage, con-
struction of a new trap house, 

installation of surveillance cam-
eras, and extending utilities out 
to the gun range for power. 
Among these projects were sev-

eral new ideas that were 
brought forward in the meet-
ing, such as a new gate to the 
range, siding on the shelters, 
and the construction of a club-

house. The Rod and 
Gun Club and the 
Stikine Sportsmen will 
be pursuing another 
grant application to con-
tinue renovations into 
the future, so they 
wanted to determine 
what their priorities 
should be. 

It was agreed that 
getting power out to the 
gun range should be a 
main priority, as should 
getting new equipment 
for the gun range like 
benches and targets. An-
other priority that 

everyone agreed on was enclos-
ing the gun range shelters to 
make them nicer and more 
weather resistant. 

Installing a lockable gate on 
the road to the gun range 
caused quite a bit of discussion. 
Powell said that if there were a 
gate then the parks and recre-
ation department could charge 
a small entrance fee to help 
cover the cost of maintaining 
the gun range. Everyone 
agreed that suddenly charging 
a fee for a gun range that was 
previously free to use would 
likely upset people, but also 
agreed that it was not very fair 
to expect parks and recreation 
to maintain the range without 
any form of income from it. 

Some other ideas passed 
around included having volun-
teers who could come out to 
open the gate when someone 
called to be let in, or to just 
leave the gate open during day-
light hours and only lock it at 
night. The reason for the gate 
was to keep people from com-

ing in at night and vandalizing 
the place, which was part of the 
cause for some of the renova-
tions in the first place. It was 
agreed that a gate was a good 
idea, but the implementation of 
such a project still needed more 
workshops and public input. 

“I like the fee schedule, I do 
not care for the code thing,” 
said David Powell, who was 
present at the meeting. “The 
reason I don’t care for it is be-
cause it makes you have to 
have a fee schedule. I know we 
have to have a fee, I agree with 
that, but I like the dawn to dusk 
opening.” 

Clint Kolarich, Wrangell’s 
district ranger for the Forest 
Service, suggested that every-
one consider bringing some of 
these projects before the Re-
gional Advisory Committee, as 
they were responsible for find-
ing and funding projects in and 
around Forest Service Land 
similar to some of the things 
they had been discussing. This 
was an idea that many present 
at the meeting liked. The whole 
meeting lasted less than an 
hour, with those present being 
largely in agreement on the pri-
orities laid out. 

“The larger items we have 
listed are power, utilities, secu-
rity for the entrance, enclose the 
range shelters, and benches and 
targets, are up on the top five 
list,” Thomas said. “To follow 
that would be a new trap 
house, a club house, we won’t 
include surveillance because 
that would be funded outside, 
and then that’s all I have 
listed.” 

Public comments regarding 
the gun range or any planned 
improvements are welcome by 
Sept. 20. These should be 
emailed to Thomas at 
kthoms@wrangell.com. 

“Unpredictable” is the way 
salmon managers describe 
Alaska’s 2019 salmon season, 
with “very, very interesting” as 
an aside. 

The salmon fishery is near 
its end, and a statewide catch 
of nearly 200 million salmon is 
only six percent off what 
Alaska Dept. of Fish and Game 
number crunchers predicted, 
and it is on track to be the 8th 
largest since 1975. 

The brightest spot of the 
season was the strong returns 
of sockeye salmon which pro-
duced a catch of over 55 mil-
lion fish, the largest since 1995 
and the fifth consecutive year 
of harvests topping 50 million 
reds. The bulk of the sockeye 
catch – 43.2 million – came 
from Bristol Bay, the second 
largest on record. 

It was a roller coaster ride in 
many regions where unprece-
dented warm temperatures 
threw salmon runs off kilter 
and also killed large numbers 
of fish that were unable to 
swim upstream to their spawn-
ing grounds. Many salmon that 
made it to water faced temper-
atures of 75 degrees or more in 
some regions. 

“The hot dry weather for 
most of the summer resulted in 
low and warm water condi-
tions in many of the important 
spawning systems around the 
state. The salmon had to spend 
more time in saltwater than 
they normally would, in the 
terminal areas near the stream 
mouths,” said Forrest Bowers, 
deputy director of the ADF&G 
commercial fisheries division. 

Despite the heat stress, es-
capement goals were met in 
most Alaska regions. 

“The runs returned in large 
enough numbers to make that 
happen. So that's a bright 
spot,” said Bowers, a nearly 30 
year salmon management vet-
eran. 

It’s been difficult to get a 
good census on how many 
salmon might have perished in 
the heat wave, Bowers said, 
but managers are assessing po-
tential impacts on future fish. 

“We've been taking reports 
from the public and we've had 
staff out in the field trying to 
collect information on the ex-
tent of those die offs,” Bowers 
said.  “We're looking at all the 
data, but from what we've 
seen, the magnitude is rela-
tively small and we don't be-
lieve it has been significant 
enough to impact escape-
ment.” 

“Now, whether the warm 
water and low water condi-
tions will result in reduced vi-
ability of offspring from the 
fish spawning this year or in-
crease overwintering mortal-
ity, that remains to be seen. But 
those are possibilities,” he 
added. 

The same environmental 
conditions are playing out fa-
vorably for salmon in west-
ward regions, which adds to 
the unpredictability.  

“Particularly north of the 
Alaska Peninsula and the 
Bering Sea have been really fa-
vorable for salmon production 
at Bristol Bay, the Yukon, Nor-
ton Sound and Kotzebue,” 
Bowers said. “And we're start-
ing to see salmon move even 
further into the Arctic. On the 
North Slope, we're seeing 
sockeye and pink salmon up 
there.” 

It’s a sign of the times, Bow-
ers added, and the unpre-
dictability brings new 
challenges to salmon man-
agers. 

“It's difficult to count on tra-

ditional run timings,” he ex-
plained. “We have so much 
run timing data for Pacific 
salmon and Alaska that go 
back over 100 years for some of 
the stocks that we rely on for in 
season management decisions. 
With a very compressed run 
such as at Bristol Bay, even a 
deviation of a few days creates 
a lot of uncertainty. Does that 
mean the run is late or not as 
large as forecast? 

So that's what we're seeing 
in the last couple of years, this 
increased uncertainty in terms 
of run time and size.” 

            

Fish watch — As salmon 
fishing winds down, hundreds 
of boats of all gear types and 
sizes are going after cod, rock-
fish, perch, flounders, Alaska 
pollock and many other 
species.  

Alaska halibut longliners 
have taken 73 percent of their 
nearly 18 million pound catch 
limit with less than 5 million 
pounds remaining. Homer 
leads all ports for halibut land-

ings followed by Seward and 
Kodiak. 

So far 58 percent of the 
nearly 26 million pound sable-
fish quota has been caught. 
Sitka has topped Seward as the 
usual leading port for sablefish 
landings, with Kodiak third. 

Both the Pacific halibut and 
sablefish fisheries end on No-
vember 14. 

Fall means the start of dive 
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NOTICE TO TAXPAYER  
For the current fiscal year the City and Borough of Wrangell has been allocated the following amount of state aid for school and  

municipal purposes under the applicable financial assistance Acts: 
 

PUBLIC SCHOOL FOUNDATION PROGRAM ASSISTANCE (AS 14.17)........................................................................... $3,443,055 
STATE AID FOR RETIREMENT OF SCHOOL CONSTRUCTION DEBT (AS 14.11.100) ....................................................  $160,846 
COMMUNITY ASSISTANCE (AS 29.60.850-29.60.879)............................................................................................................ $409,356 

TOTAL AID     $4,013,257  
The millage equivalent of this state aid, based on the dollar value of a mill in the municipality during the current assessment year and 
for the preceding assessment year, is: 

MILLAGE EQUIVALENT 
       PREVIOUS YEAR       THIS YEAR 

PUBLIC SCHOOL FOUNDATION PROGRAM ASSISTANCE...................................................... 22.93 MILLS  22.49 MILLS 
STATE AID FOR RETIREMENT OF SCHOOL CONSTRUCTION DEBT ...................................... 1.13 MILLS    1.05 MILLS 
COMMUNITY REVENUE SHARING PROGRAM    2.78 MILLS    2.67 MILLS 
TOTAL MILLAGE EQUIVALENT 28.19 MILLS        26.22 MILLS  

Joyce Mason 
Finance Director 

Published: September 5, 12 and 19, 2019 

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT FOR  
THE STATE OF ALASKA  

FIRST JUDICIAL DISTRICT AT KETCHIKAN  
In the Matter of the Estate of: ) 

) 
NADINE IONE PHILLIPS              ) 

              Deceased ) CASE NO. 1KE-19-162PR  
NOTICE TO CREDITORS 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that Leland Ray Phillips has 
been appointed the Personal Representative of the above-entitled 
estate. Pursuant to Alaska Statute, Title 13.16.450, all creditors 
are hereby notified to present their claims within four (4) months 
after the date of the first publication of this notice or be forever 
barred. Said claims must be submitted to Leland Ray  
Phillips, c/o Keene & Currall, PPC, 540 Water Street - Suite 302, 
Ketchikan, Alaska 99901.  
Published: September 12, 19 and 26, 2019

CITY OF WRANGELL
JOB ANNOUNCEMENT 

METER READER (ON-CALL, PART TIME) 
WRANGELL MUNICIPAL LIGHT & POWER

The Wrangell Municipal Light and Power Department will
accept applications for the position of Meter Reader through
September 27, 2019 at 4:00 p.m. This is an on-call position,
working approximately one 40-hour week per month. This posi-
tion is a non-benefitted position.

The Meter Reader is essential to the support of Wrangell Mu-
nicipal Light & Power operations. The Meter Reader will assist
line crews in the reading of electric meters citywide. A city ve-
hicle will be used for the position and a pre- employment drug
test will be required.

Applications and job descriptions may be obtained and re-
turned to Aleisha Mollen at City Hall, 205 Brueger Street (P.O.
Box 531), Wrangell, AK 99929 or via email at amollen@wran-
gell.com.

The City and Borough of Wrangell is an Equal Employment
Opportunity Employer.

Lisa Von Bargen 
Borough Manager

Published: September 19 and 26, 2019

NOTICE  FOR ABSENTEE VOTING BEGINS  
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 16, 2019  

FROM 8:00 am to 4:00 pm 
MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY AT CITY HALL  

FOR THE OCTOBER 1, 2019 REGULAR ELECTION 
QUALIFIED VOTERS MAY VOTE AN ABSENTEE BALLOT 
UNTIL 4:00 P.M., Monday, SEPTEMBER 30, 2019.  

For those voters who cannot VOTE ABSENTEE IN  
PERSON, you may submit an application to have your ballot 
mailed or faxed to you.  

Please stop by the Borough’s Clerks Office to apply. 
Kim Lane, MMC, Borough Clerk 

City & Borough of Wrangell, Alaska 
Publish: August 22, 29, September 5, 12,19 and 26, 2019 

Salmon fishery on track to be 8th largest since 1975

Alaska Fish Factor 
 

By LAINE WELCH 
Fisheries columnist

One of the recently renovated shelters at the Wrangell shooting range. Many organizations held a meeting last week to discuss future improvements to the range. 
PHOTO BY CALEB VIERKANT/ WRANGELL  SENTINEL

Local groups discuss continuing gun range improvements

“The outdoor  
shooting range hasn’t seen 
any major improvements 
in years, although it’s a 
heavily used site and very 
valuable to the community 
of Wrangell.” 

- Kate Thomas 
Parks and Rec Director 

PHOTO COURTESY OF TYLER GARBISCH

Family of deer
A family of deer walking around the driveway of Tyler Gar-
bisch last Sunday, Sept. 15. 

Continued on page 9
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Kids playing giant chess during the open house, one of several new playground games the el-
ementary school bought for the new school year. 

Evergreen Elementary student Zachary Cartwright showing 
off some garlic picked from the school’s community garden at 
last week’s open house. 

Evergreen Elementary School held an open house last Thursday, Sept. 12, for parents and 
community members to see their kids’ school. Pictured here is an art project put together by 
Tawney Crowley and Evergreen’s K-5th grade students. 

SouthEast Alaska Regional 
Healthcare Consortium’s 
(SEARHC) Sitka Long-Term 
Care (SLTC) and Wrangell 
Medical Center Long-Term 
Care (WMC LTC) will be pre-
sented with a trio of quality 
awards this month from 
Mountain Pacific Quality 
Health’s (MPQH).   SEARHC 
will be awarded “Gold Pans” 
during the Alaska State Hospi-
tal and Nursing Home Associ-

ation annual conference on 
Sept. 26 in Girdwood, Alaska, 
with STLC tabbed as a recipi-
ent for the Quality Achieve-
ment Award and WMC LTC 
receiving both the Quality Ex-
cellence Award and the Most 
Improved Award. 

Having met MPQH com-
posite score requirements be-
tween one and six times in 
2018, SLTC is set to receive the 
Quality Achievement Award.   

As a facility that met the com-
posite score requirements be-
tween seven and 12 times in 
2018, WMC will be honored 
with the Quality Excellence 
Award.   In addition, as the 
nursing home with the great-
est reduction in rate on their 
overall composite score, WMC 
will also be awarded the Most 
Improved Gold Pan for the 
second year in a row.   Both 
STLC and WMC LTC were re-

cipients of the Quality 
Achievement Award for care 
provided in 2017. 

“We have an extremely 
skilled and caring staff work-
ing hard to improve the lives 
of our residents,” said Kay 
Turner, SLTC Administrator. 
“We are excited with this 
recognition as it demonstrates 
our commitment to each and 
every resident. We at STLC 
strive to meet our highest po-
tential and ensure that our res-
ident’s needs, goals and 
preferences are met.” 

“These two awards are evi-
dence of the commitment to 
exceptional quality service 
made by the WMC LTC staff,” 
said SEARHC Vice President 
and WMC Hospital Adminis-
trator Leatha Merculieff.  “Our 
residents deserve the highest 

level of care possible and 
WMC staff has delivered in 
service worthy of the most 
prestigious Gold Pan.  And by 
being named Most Improved 
Nursing Home for the second 
year in a row, it’s clear our 
LTC staff is making the effort 
to constantly improve in all 
areas of service.”  

MPQH is a nonprofit cor-
poration serving as a Quality 
Improvement Organization 
(QIO) under the direction of 
Centers for Medicare and 
Medicaid Services (CMS).   
MPQH partners with health 
care providers, practitioners, 
stakeholders, and patients on 
a variety of quality improve-
ment initiatives to achieve bet-
ter care, better population 
health and lower health care 
costs. 

SEARHC to receive Awards for Sitka and Wrangell Facilities

PHOTOS COURTESY OF  
STEPHANIE CARTWRIGHT

Evergreen Elementary 
Open House 
Thursday, September 12th

Randal Long

Petersburg 
drug dealer 
gets time 
served

Anchorage, Alaska (KINY) — 
A Petersburg man received 21 
months in federal prison and five 
years of supervised release for a 
methamphetamine case. 

Assistant US Attorney Jack 
Schmidt said Randal Long, 55, 
pled guilty to drug charges at a 
hearing in Anchorage Friday. 

Long was arrested in 2017 by 
Petersburg Police after they 
found 126 grams of metham-
phetamines inside a trailer he 
was renovating. 

Authorities also seized $5,000 
in suspected drug cash and vari-
ous items of drug paraphernalia. 

The street value of the illegal 
drugs was estimated to be over 
$25,000. 

JUNEAU, Alaska (AP) —
Most boats from a southeast 
Alaska tour company that 
were inspected this week in 
Juneau and Sitka have been 
taken out of service for correc-
tive action. 

The U.S. Coast Guard sus-
pended seven of 10 boats oper-
ated by Allen Marine Tours, 
Alaska's Energy Desk re-
ported. 

The company provides sce-
nic and wildlife-viewing tours 
in and around Juneau, 
Ketchikan and Sitka. The com-
pany's fleet of more than 50 
vessels includes 37 stationed in 
Juneau or Sitka during the 
time of the inspections on 
Wednesday, spokesman Za-
kary Kirkpatrick said in an 
email to The Associated Press 
on Friday. 

The inspection identified vi-
olations ranging from “mater-
ial condition to crew 
familiarity,” the Coast Guard 
said in a statement. 

The boats with violations 
were taken out of service and 
the problems need to be cor-
rected before the vessels can 
resume operations, the Coast 
Guard said. 

The company is fixing the 
problems, but a timeline for 
the resumption of the boat 
tours is uncertain, said Chief 
Petty Officer Matthew 
Schofield. 

“The inspection resulted in 

the inability for us to operated 
scheduled tours aboard seven 
vessels from the Sitka and 
Juneau fleet. We welcome the 

chance to make improvements 
to continue our 50 years of ex-
cellence in safety,” Kirkpatrick 
wrote.

United States Coast Guard suspends 
part of Alaska tour company boat fleet

Published: September 12, 19 and 26, 2019
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Kids playing giant chess during the open house, one of several new playground games the el-
ementary school bought for the new school year. 

Evergreen Elementary student Zachary Cartwright showing 
off some garlic picked from the school’s community garden at 
last week’s open house. 

Evergreen Elementary School held an open house last Thursday, Sept. 12, for parents and 
community members to see their kids’ school. Pictured here is an art project put together by 
Tawney Crowley and Evergreen’s K-5th grade students. 

SouthEast Alaska Regional 
Healthcare Consortium’s 
(SEARHC) Sitka Long-Term 
Care (SLTC) and Wrangell 
Medical Center Long-Term 
Care (WMC LTC) will be pre-
sented with a trio of quality 
awards this month from 
Mountain Pacific Quality 
Health’s (MPQH).   SEARHC 
will be awarded “Gold Pans” 
during the Alaska State Hospi-
tal and Nursing Home Associ-

ation annual conference on 
Sept. 26 in Girdwood, Alaska, 
with STLC tabbed as a recipi-
ent for the Quality Achieve-
ment Award and WMC LTC 
receiving both the Quality Ex-
cellence Award and the Most 
Improved Award. 

Having met MPQH com-
posite score requirements be-
tween one and six times in 
2018, SLTC is set to receive the 
Quality Achievement Award.   

As a facility that met the com-
posite score requirements be-
tween seven and 12 times in 
2018, WMC will be honored 
with the Quality Excellence 
Award.   In addition, as the 
nursing home with the great-
est reduction in rate on their 
overall composite score, WMC 
will also be awarded the Most 
Improved Gold Pan for the 
second year in a row.   Both 
STLC and WMC LTC were re-

cipients of the Quality 
Achievement Award for care 
provided in 2017. 

“We have an extremely 
skilled and caring staff work-
ing hard to improve the lives 
of our residents,” said Kay 
Turner, SLTC Administrator. 
“We are excited with this 
recognition as it demonstrates 
our commitment to each and 
every resident. We at STLC 
strive to meet our highest po-
tential and ensure that our res-
ident’s needs, goals and 
preferences are met.” 

“These two awards are evi-
dence of the commitment to 
exceptional quality service 
made by the WMC LTC staff,” 
said SEARHC Vice President 
and WMC Hospital Adminis-
trator Leatha Merculieff.  “Our 
residents deserve the highest 

level of care possible and 
WMC staff has delivered in 
service worthy of the most 
prestigious Gold Pan.  And by 
being named Most Improved 
Nursing Home for the second 
year in a row, it’s clear our 
LTC staff is making the effort 
to constantly improve in all 
areas of service.”  

MPQH is a nonprofit cor-
poration serving as a Quality 
Improvement Organization 
(QIO) under the direction of 
Centers for Medicare and 
Medicaid Services (CMS).   
MPQH partners with health 
care providers, practitioners, 
stakeholders, and patients on 
a variety of quality improve-
ment initiatives to achieve bet-
ter care, better population 
health and lower health care 
costs. 

SEARHC to receive Awards for Sitka and Wrangell Facilities

PHOTOS COURTESY OF  
STEPHANIE CARTWRIGHT

Evergreen Elementary 
Open House 
Thursday, September 12th

Randal Long

Petersburg 
drug dealer 
gets time 
served

Anchorage, Alaska (KINY) — 
A Petersburg man received 21 
months in federal prison and five 
years of supervised release for a 
methamphetamine case. 

Assistant US Attorney Jack 
Schmidt said Randal Long, 55, 
pled guilty to drug charges at a 
hearing in Anchorage Friday. 

Long was arrested in 2017 by 
Petersburg Police after they 
found 126 grams of metham-
phetamines inside a trailer he 
was renovating. 

Authorities also seized $5,000 
in suspected drug cash and vari-
ous items of drug paraphernalia. 

The street value of the illegal 
drugs was estimated to be over 
$25,000. 

JUNEAU, Alaska (AP) —
Most boats from a southeast 
Alaska tour company that 
were inspected this week in 
Juneau and Sitka have been 
taken out of service for correc-
tive action. 

The U.S. Coast Guard sus-
pended seven of 10 boats oper-
ated by Allen Marine Tours, 
Alaska's Energy Desk re-
ported. 

The company provides sce-
nic and wildlife-viewing tours 
in and around Juneau, 
Ketchikan and Sitka. The com-
pany's fleet of more than 50 
vessels includes 37 stationed in 
Juneau or Sitka during the 
time of the inspections on 
Wednesday, spokesman Za-
kary Kirkpatrick said in an 
email to The Associated Press 
on Friday. 

The inspection identified vi-
olations ranging from “mater-
ial condition to crew 
familiarity,” the Coast Guard 
said in a statement. 

The boats with violations 
were taken out of service and 
the problems need to be cor-
rected before the vessels can 
resume operations, the Coast 
Guard said. 

The company is fixing the 
problems, but a timeline for 
the resumption of the boat 
tours is uncertain, said Chief 
Petty Officer Matthew 
Schofield. 

“The inspection resulted in 

the inability for us to operated 
scheduled tours aboard seven 
vessels from the Sitka and 
Juneau fleet. We welcome the 

chance to make improvements 
to continue our 50 years of ex-
cellence in safety,” Kirkpatrick 
wrote.

United States Coast Guard suspends 
part of Alaska tour company boat fleet

Published: September 12, 19 and 26, 2019
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By CALEB VIERKANT 
Sentinel writer 

Members of the Parks and 
Recreation Department, the 
Wrangell Rod and Gun Club, 
The Stikine Sportsmen Associ-
ation, and the Forest Service 
held a meeting last Wednesday, 
Sept. 11. The purpose of the 
meeting was to review some re-
cent renovations to the outdoor 
gun range on Spur Road, and to 
discuss priorities for future im-
provements. 

Renovations to the gun 
range began back in May, 
thanks to a $14,500 grant from 
the NRA Foundation. Accord-
ing to a document passed out 
by Parks and Rec Director Kate 
Thomas, the Rod and Gun Club 
and the Stikine Sportsmen col-
laborated to write the grant ap-
plication back in October of 
2018. The application had sev-
eral priorities listed for repairs 
and improvements to the gun 

range. Among the projects 
funded and completed, or 
soon-to-be-completed, include 
replacement of pavilion roofs, 
construction of a walking path, 
and access improve-
ments to the shotgun 
range. 

“I wanted to say 
thanks to you all who’ve 
gotten this started,” 
Thomas said. “Kim 
[Powell] did the grant 
writing for the NRA 
Foundation application, 
and the Stikine Sports-
men is the fiduciary 
agent, so a pass-through 
agency for the funding 
for the project. The out-
door shooting range has-
n’t seen any major 
improvements in years, 
although it’s a heavily used site 
and very valuable to the com-
munity of Wrangell.” 

Kim Powell went into detail 

about some renovations that 
did not get funded this year, 
but were on the to-do list. This 
includes new signage, con-
struction of a new trap house, 

installation of surveillance cam-
eras, and extending utilities out 
to the gun range for power. 
Among these projects were sev-

eral new ideas that were 
brought forward in the meet-
ing, such as a new gate to the 
range, siding on the shelters, 
and the construction of a club-

house. The Rod and 
Gun Club and the 
Stikine Sportsmen will 
be pursuing another 
grant application to con-
tinue renovations into 
the future, so they 
wanted to determine 
what their priorities 
should be. 

It was agreed that 
getting power out to the 
gun range should be a 
main priority, as should 
getting new equipment 
for the gun range like 
benches and targets. An-
other priority that 

everyone agreed on was enclos-
ing the gun range shelters to 
make them nicer and more 
weather resistant. 

Installing a lockable gate on 
the road to the gun range 
caused quite a bit of discussion. 
Powell said that if there were a 
gate then the parks and recre-
ation department could charge 
a small entrance fee to help 
cover the cost of maintaining 
the gun range. Everyone 
agreed that suddenly charging 
a fee for a gun range that was 
previously free to use would 
likely upset people, but also 
agreed that it was not very fair 
to expect parks and recreation 
to maintain the range without 
any form of income from it. 

Some other ideas passed 
around included having volun-
teers who could come out to 
open the gate when someone 
called to be let in, or to just 
leave the gate open during day-
light hours and only lock it at 
night. The reason for the gate 
was to keep people from com-

ing in at night and vandalizing 
the place, which was part of the 
cause for some of the renova-
tions in the first place. It was 
agreed that a gate was a good 
idea, but the implementation of 
such a project still needed more 
workshops and public input. 

“I like the fee schedule, I do 
not care for the code thing,” 
said David Powell, who was 
present at the meeting. “The 
reason I don’t care for it is be-
cause it makes you have to 
have a fee schedule. I know we 
have to have a fee, I agree with 
that, but I like the dawn to dusk 
opening.” 

Clint Kolarich, Wrangell’s 
district ranger for the Forest 
Service, suggested that every-
one consider bringing some of 
these projects before the Re-
gional Advisory Committee, as 
they were responsible for find-
ing and funding projects in and 
around Forest Service Land 
similar to some of the things 
they had been discussing. This 
was an idea that many present 
at the meeting liked. The whole 
meeting lasted less than an 
hour, with those present being 
largely in agreement on the pri-
orities laid out. 

“The larger items we have 
listed are power, utilities, secu-
rity for the entrance, enclose the 
range shelters, and benches and 
targets, are up on the top five 
list,” Thomas said. “To follow 
that would be a new trap 
house, a club house, we won’t 
include surveillance because 
that would be funded outside, 
and then that’s all I have 
listed.” 

Public comments regarding 
the gun range or any planned 
improvements are welcome by 
Sept. 20. These should be 
emailed to Thomas at 
kthoms@wrangell.com. 

“Unpredictable” is the way 
salmon managers describe 
Alaska’s 2019 salmon season, 
with “very, very interesting” as 
an aside. 

The salmon fishery is near 
its end, and a statewide catch 
of nearly 200 million salmon is 
only six percent off what 
Alaska Dept. of Fish and Game 
number crunchers predicted, 
and it is on track to be the 8th 
largest since 1975. 

The brightest spot of the 
season was the strong returns 
of sockeye salmon which pro-
duced a catch of over 55 mil-
lion fish, the largest since 1995 
and the fifth consecutive year 
of harvests topping 50 million 
reds. The bulk of the sockeye 
catch – 43.2 million – came 
from Bristol Bay, the second 
largest on record. 

It was a roller coaster ride in 
many regions where unprece-
dented warm temperatures 
threw salmon runs off kilter 
and also killed large numbers 
of fish that were unable to 
swim upstream to their spawn-
ing grounds. Many salmon that 
made it to water faced temper-
atures of 75 degrees or more in 
some regions. 

“The hot dry weather for 
most of the summer resulted in 
low and warm water condi-
tions in many of the important 
spawning systems around the 
state. The salmon had to spend 
more time in saltwater than 
they normally would, in the 
terminal areas near the stream 
mouths,” said Forrest Bowers, 
deputy director of the ADF&G 
commercial fisheries division. 

Despite the heat stress, es-
capement goals were met in 
most Alaska regions. 

“The runs returned in large 
enough numbers to make that 
happen. So that's a bright 
spot,” said Bowers, a nearly 30 
year salmon management vet-
eran. 

It’s been difficult to get a 
good census on how many 
salmon might have perished in 
the heat wave, Bowers said, 
but managers are assessing po-
tential impacts on future fish. 

“We've been taking reports 
from the public and we've had 
staff out in the field trying to 
collect information on the ex-
tent of those die offs,” Bowers 
said.  “We're looking at all the 
data, but from what we've 
seen, the magnitude is rela-
tively small and we don't be-
lieve it has been significant 
enough to impact escape-
ment.” 

“Now, whether the warm 
water and low water condi-
tions will result in reduced vi-
ability of offspring from the 
fish spawning this year or in-
crease overwintering mortal-
ity, that remains to be seen. But 
those are possibilities,” he 
added. 

The same environmental 
conditions are playing out fa-
vorably for salmon in west-
ward regions, which adds to 
the unpredictability.  

“Particularly north of the 
Alaska Peninsula and the 
Bering Sea have been really fa-
vorable for salmon production 
at Bristol Bay, the Yukon, Nor-
ton Sound and Kotzebue,” 
Bowers said. “And we're start-
ing to see salmon move even 
further into the Arctic. On the 
North Slope, we're seeing 
sockeye and pink salmon up 
there.” 

It’s a sign of the times, Bow-
ers added, and the unpre-
dictability brings new 
challenges to salmon man-
agers. 

“It's difficult to count on tra-

ditional run timings,” he ex-
plained. “We have so much 
run timing data for Pacific 
salmon and Alaska that go 
back over 100 years for some of 
the stocks that we rely on for in 
season management decisions. 
With a very compressed run 
such as at Bristol Bay, even a 
deviation of a few days creates 
a lot of uncertainty. Does that 
mean the run is late or not as 
large as forecast? 

So that's what we're seeing 
in the last couple of years, this 
increased uncertainty in terms 
of run time and size.” 

            

Fish watch — As salmon 
fishing winds down, hundreds 
of boats of all gear types and 
sizes are going after cod, rock-
fish, perch, flounders, Alaska 
pollock and many other 
species.  

Alaska halibut longliners 
have taken 73 percent of their 
nearly 18 million pound catch 
limit with less than 5 million 
pounds remaining. Homer 
leads all ports for halibut land-

ings followed by Seward and 
Kodiak. 

So far 58 percent of the 
nearly 26 million pound sable-
fish quota has been caught. 
Sitka has topped Seward as the 
usual leading port for sablefish 
landings, with Kodiak third. 

Both the Pacific halibut and 
sablefish fisheries end on No-
vember 14. 

Fall means the start of dive 
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NOTICE TO TAXPAYER  
For the current fiscal year the City and Borough of Wrangell has been allocated the following amount of state aid for school and  

municipal purposes under the applicable financial assistance Acts: 
 

PUBLIC SCHOOL FOUNDATION PROGRAM ASSISTANCE (AS 14.17)........................................................................... $3,443,055 
STATE AID FOR RETIREMENT OF SCHOOL CONSTRUCTION DEBT (AS 14.11.100) ....................................................  $160,846 
COMMUNITY ASSISTANCE (AS 29.60.850-29.60.879)............................................................................................................ $409,356 

TOTAL AID     $4,013,257  
The millage equivalent of this state aid, based on the dollar value of a mill in the municipality during the current assessment year and 
for the preceding assessment year, is: 

MILLAGE EQUIVALENT 
       PREVIOUS YEAR       THIS YEAR 

PUBLIC SCHOOL FOUNDATION PROGRAM ASSISTANCE...................................................... 22.93 MILLS  22.49 MILLS 
STATE AID FOR RETIREMENT OF SCHOOL CONSTRUCTION DEBT ...................................... 1.13 MILLS    1.05 MILLS 
COMMUNITY REVENUE SHARING PROGRAM    2.78 MILLS    2.67 MILLS 
TOTAL MILLAGE EQUIVALENT 28.19 MILLS        26.22 MILLS  

Joyce Mason 
Finance Director 

Published: September 5, 12 and 19, 2019 

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT FOR  
THE STATE OF ALASKA  

FIRST JUDICIAL DISTRICT AT KETCHIKAN  
In the Matter of the Estate of: ) 

) 
NADINE IONE PHILLIPS              ) 

              Deceased ) CASE NO. 1KE-19-162PR  
NOTICE TO CREDITORS 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that Leland Ray Phillips has 
been appointed the Personal Representative of the above-entitled 
estate. Pursuant to Alaska Statute, Title 13.16.450, all creditors 
are hereby notified to present their claims within four (4) months 
after the date of the first publication of this notice or be forever 
barred. Said claims must be submitted to Leland Ray  
Phillips, c/o Keene & Currall, PPC, 540 Water Street - Suite 302, 
Ketchikan, Alaska 99901.  
Published: September 12, 19 and 26, 2019

CITY OF WRANGELL
JOB ANNOUNCEMENT 

METER READER (ON-CALL, PART TIME) 
WRANGELL MUNICIPAL LIGHT & POWER

The Wrangell Municipal Light and Power Department will
accept applications for the position of Meter Reader through
September 27, 2019 at 4:00 p.m. This is an on-call position,
working approximately one 40-hour week per month. This posi-
tion is a non-benefitted position.

The Meter Reader is essential to the support of Wrangell Mu-
nicipal Light & Power operations. The Meter Reader will assist
line crews in the reading of electric meters citywide. A city ve-
hicle will be used for the position and a pre- employment drug
test will be required.

Applications and job descriptions may be obtained and re-
turned to Aleisha Mollen at City Hall, 205 Brueger Street (P.O.
Box 531), Wrangell, AK 99929 or via email at amollen@wran-
gell.com.

The City and Borough of Wrangell is an Equal Employment
Opportunity Employer.

Lisa Von Bargen 
Borough Manager

Published: September 19 and 26, 2019

NOTICE  FOR ABSENTEE VOTING BEGINS  
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 16, 2019  

FROM 8:00 am to 4:00 pm 
MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY AT CITY HALL  

FOR THE OCTOBER 1, 2019 REGULAR ELECTION 
QUALIFIED VOTERS MAY VOTE AN ABSENTEE BALLOT 
UNTIL 4:00 P.M., Monday, SEPTEMBER 30, 2019.  

For those voters who cannot VOTE ABSENTEE IN  
PERSON, you may submit an application to have your ballot 
mailed or faxed to you.  

Please stop by the Borough’s Clerks Office to apply. 
Kim Lane, MMC, Borough Clerk 

City & Borough of Wrangell, Alaska 
Publish: August 22, 29, September 5, 12,19 and 26, 2019 

Salmon fishery on track to be 8th largest since 1975

Alaska Fish Factor 
 

By LAINE WELCH 
Fisheries columnist

One of the recently renovated shelters at the Wrangell shooting range. Many organizations held a meeting last week to discuss future improvements to the range. 
PHOTO BY CALEB VIERKANT/ WRANGELL  SENTINEL

Local groups discuss continuing gun range improvements

“The outdoor  
shooting range hasn’t seen 
any major improvements 
in years, although it’s a 
heavily used site and very 
valuable to the community 
of Wrangell.” 

- Kate Thomas 
Parks and Rec Director 

PHOTO COURTESY OF TYLER GARBISCH

Family of deer
A family of deer walking around the driveway of Tyler Gar-
bisch last Sunday, Sept. 15. 

Continued on page 9



fisheries for pricey sea cucum-
bers. On October 7 divers will 
head down for nearly 2 million 
pounds of cukes in Southeast 
Alaska. 

A much smaller sea cucum-
ber fishery of 165,000 pounds 
opens on October 1 at Kodiak, 
Chignik and the South Penin-
sula. Red sea cucumbers last 
year paid out at over $4 a 
pound to fishermen.    

The Panhandle’s popular 
spot shrimp fishery also opens 
October 1. Fishermen using 
pots can haul up just over a 
half million pounds. 

Also in Southeast Alaska – 
the Dungeness crab fishery 
will reopen October 1 in a year 
that could be the best in a 
decade. 

The catch for the summer 
fishery that wrapped up last 
month topped 4 million 

pounds and managers expect a 
good catch this fall. Dungies 
averaged $3.06 a pound mak-
ing the summer fishery worth 
nearly $13 million at the docks. 

Here’s a new one:  The 
Alaska Department of Fish and 
Game has established a season 
for the commercial harvest of 
detached kelp that has washed 
up on beaches in Lower Cook 
Inlet. 

  
Almanac call — Share per-

sonal glimpses of your fishing 
life in photos, songs, stories, 
art, poems, musings and mis-
chief in the second Alaska 
Young Fishermen’s Almanac. 
The call for submissions is 
going on now. 

“It’s a window into the 
lifestyle that so many of us live 
here in Alaska,” said Jamie O’-
Connor, a fisherman and head 
of the Alaska Young Fisher-

men’s Network, an arm of the 
Alaska Marine Conservation 
Council.  

The almanac is modeled 
after a publication for farmers 
that dates back to 1792.  Last 
year’s 141 page inaugural edi-
tion featured nearly 60 items 
from almost every Alaska re-
gion. It serves as a “cultural 
touchstone” for fishermen that 
reinforces their sense of com-
munity, O’Connor said, adding 
that she’s been pleasantly sur-
prised at how popular the book 
has been with non-fishing peo-
ple.   

Ultimately, the almanac cel-
ebrates the culture and builds 
understanding of the fishing 
life. 

The Alaska Young Fisher-
men’s Almanac will be avail-
able in mid-November, just in 
time for holiday gift giving. 
Deadline for submissions is 
October 1. 

  
Fish bucks give back — 

American Seafoods Company 
is again offering grants for 
community programs at Ko-
diak, the Aleutian and Pribilof 
Islands, Alaska Peninsula, Bris-
tol Bay, Lower Kuskokwim, 
Lower Yukon, Norton Sound 
and regions north. The major-
ity of grant awards will range 
from $1,000 to $7,500 and be 
based on the need in the com-
munity, the number of people 
who will benefit from the pro-
gram and the ability to garner 
matching funding. The dead-
line to submit applications is 
October 14 and recipients will 
be announced by the Western 
Alaska Community Grant 
Board on October 30. 

Apply at www.ameri-
canseafoods.com or contact 
Kim Lynch (kim.lynch@ameri-
canseafoods.com. 

By Representative 
Dan Ortiz 

Representative Ortiz visited 
Prince Rupert, British Columbia 
(B.C.) this week to meet with 
Canadian officials. He met with 
Royal Canadian Mounted Police 
Inspector Blake Ward Chief Fi-
nancial Officer for Prince Ru-
pert Corinne Bomben, Member 
of Legislative Assembly Jen-
nifer Rice, City Councilors, and 
Mayor Lee Brain. The intent of 
these meetings was to find a so-
lution to the current AMHS 
Prince Rupert port of entry re-
quirements. 

It recently became a require-
ment to provide armed law en-
forcement coverage for the U.S. 
Customs and Border Protection 
(CBP) officers who provide 
clearance for Alaska Marine 
Highway System (AMHS) ves-
sel passengers entering the U.S. 
from Prince Rupert. In a press 
release last week, the Depart-
ment of Transportation stated 
that the requirement could not 
be fulfilled, and therefore, the 
AMHS route to Prince Rupert 
would cease on October 1, 
2019. 

After conversations in Prince 
Rupert, Representative Ortiz has 

been reassured that fulfilling the 
requirement is feasible and pos-

sible solutions will be presented 
to the Department and the Ad-
ministration next week during 
meetings in Juneau. 

“I’m very heartened by the 
overwhelming sense of support 
from all of the government offi-
cials here in B.C. and their com-
mitment to maintain AMHS 

access to Prince Rupert. I look 
forward to Mayor Brain’s visit 
to Juneau next week; it’s my ex-
pectation that he will come for-
ward with very viable options 
for the State of Alaska to main-
tain year-round AMHS access to 
Prince Rupert,” said Represen-
tative Ortiz. 

Dan’s Dispatch

Dan Ortiz 
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Comics

Puzzle answers will be in  
the September 26 edition

PUBLIC NOTICE  
For the upcoming City and Borough of Wrangell Regular 

Election of October 1, 2019, the following ordinance applies:  
2.16.030 Write-in Candidates and Write-in Votes.  

Individuals who fail to file a declaration of candidacy but wish 
to run for office as a write-in candidate, must file with the  
borough clerk, a letter of intent no later than five p.m. on the  
Friday preceding the election (September 27, 2019) in which the 
candidate plans to participate.    

Write-in votes cast for individuals who do not file a letter of 
intent will not be counted.  

In order to vote for a write-in candidate, the voter must, in 
space provided, write in the candidate’s name as the candidate’s 
name appears on the letter of intent filed with the borough clerk.  
In addition, the voter must mark the oval opposite the candidate’s 
name.    

Stickers shall not be used. 
Kim Lane, MMC, Borough Clerk 

City and Borough of Wrangell, Alaska 
Publish: August 29, September 5, 12, 19 and 26, 2019

Love Reading Old Wrangell Sentinel Newspapers?

Irene Ingle Public Library 
is accepting donations to digitally 

archive old issues of  
the Wrangell Sentinel. 

 
Why should you care? 

- GENEALOGICAL SEARCHES 
- HISTORIC RESEARCH 

 
Donations can be sent to:  

Irene Ingle Public Library,  
PO Box 679, Wrangell, AK 99929

Ad space donated by the Wrangell Sentinel

N K ELECTRIC
Here to serve all

your electrical needs

COMMERCIAL
INDUSTRIAL

RESIDENTIAL
874-2770, #21633

Continued from page 8
Fish Factor

By CALEB VIERKANT 
Sentinel writer 

The Nolan Center, Wrangell’s 
museum, convention center, and 
theater has announced a new 
monthly program for moviego-
ers young and old to enjoy. Start-
ing Thursday, Sept. 19 at 6:30, 
the public is in-
vited to “Throw 
Back Thursday” 
movie night. The 
monthly program 
will provide peo-
ple with dinner 
and a nostalgic 
movie from days 
gone by. 

“It’s something 
that Cyni [Crary] thought up 
when she first took over her di-
rector position last year, and 
once I came on as the manager 
here we were able to implement 
it,” said Keeleigh Solverson, with 
the Nolan Center. 

The first “Throw Back Thurs-
day” will feature the 1985 film 
“The Breakfast Club.” Tickets 
get people access to the movie 
and a complimentary dinner. 
Solverson said that the theater’s 
usual concessions will also be 

available. The Nolan Center will 
be continuing their regular 
schedule of more modern films 
on weekends, too. 

The nostalgic movie nights 
are a great way for people to see 
popular movies from the past, 
Solverson said. They plan to 

show all the clas-
sics. Next month 
will be a classic 
Halloween movie, 
she said, and 
around December 
they will show a 
Christmas movie. 

“It’ll be your 
‘Steel Magnolias’ 
and, you know, 

your ‘Grease’ and all your clas-
sics that we’ll rotate throughout 
the months,” she said. 

To learn more about the 
movie nights, contact the Nolan 
Center at (907) 874-3699. Solver-
son added that they are also 
open to suggestions about which 
movies to show.

PHOTO BY CALEB V IERKANT/ WRANGELL SENTINEL

Fun Run supports WHS swim team

Nolan Center hosting 
Nostalgic Movie Nights

Southeast Beasts, Wrangell’s local running group, decided to host their annual Fall Fun Run 
a little early this year to support the high school swim team, who is looking to raise a total of 
$5,000 to cover expenses this season. Over thirty members of the community, including sev-
eral members of Wrangell’s cross country and wrestling teams, came out to run in support 
of the swim team. 
According to Lucy Moline-Robinson, with Southeast Beasts, there were over 30 people who 
ran last Sunday afternoon, from the Stikine Inn, around the nature trail at Volunteer Park, 
and back. There was also a random drawing for a $100 cash prize at this event, which was 
won by Mariah Carney. In total, according to a Facebook post by Southeast Beasts, about 
$600 was raised for the swim team. Call Ottesen’s True 

Value Hardware for 
all your building & 
special order needs. 

Featuring: 
Atrium Windows, 

Snap-Loc Roofing, 
Treated & 

Untreated Wood
Phone 874-3377 

Fax 874-3549
e-mail: ottesenstruevalue@ak.net

Ottesen’s



By CALEB VIERKANT 
Sentinel writer 

Wrangell’s planning and 
zoning commission met last 
Thursday, Sept. 12. One of the 
big discussion items on the 
agenda was the potential re-
zoning of the old Institute 
property, by Shoemaker Har-
bor. The property was once the 
location of the Wrangell Insti-
tute, a boarding school for na-
tives that opened its doors in 
1932. During World War II, the 
Institute was used to relocate 
Aleut people, as well. The In-
stitute closed in 1975, and was 
briefly used by the Young 
Adult Conservation Corps 
until 1980. The property has 
not seen use since, according 
to Wrangell’s 2017 master plan 
to develop the land. 

According to documents in 
the meeting’s agenda packet, 
the property was rezoned in 
2011 from “multi-family resi-
dential” to “holding,” until the 
city could decide how to de-
velop the land. A master plan 
was developed in the years fol-
lowing, which can be found on 
the city’s website. No further 
progress in development has 
been made recently,  
however, due to a number of 
factors. 

“We started this discussion 
a year or so ago, and then with 
the commission changing and 
not having a quorum, and life 
happens, it kind of got 
dropped to the bottom of the 
list, but we need to start ad-
dressing this,” said Economic 
Development Director Carol 
Rushmore. 

The commission also re-
ceived a letter from Wrangell 
resident Jillian Privett saying 
that she hopes to see the Insti-
tute property become a resi-
dential area. She would also 
like to see a portion of the land 
saved as a memorial site to the 
Institute, the letter read, “if the 
local tribe would like to take it 
on as a historical landmark for 
what was and will never be 
again …” 

The final result of the mas-
ter plan designed a few years 
ago, Rushmore said, has the 
Institute property being devel-
oped into a mixed-use area. 
Most of the land would be set 
aside for residential area, but 

some bigger areas would be 
zoned for a variety of potential 
commercial uses. One such use 
that was considered was an 
ANSEP school, she said, but 
that idea has largely fallen by 
the wayside recently. Another 
potential use of the land would 
be for an assisted living facil-
ity. Several potential designs 
of how the property could be 
developed can be found in the 
online master plan. 

The commissioners present 
at the meeting seemed to like 
the idea of zoning the land for 
mixed use. Commissioner Don 
McConachie said that the 
property was far enough out of 
town that it made sense to let 
some businesses into the area, 
such as small corner stores. 
That way, people living out 
there would not have to drive 
all the way back into town if 
they forget to buy a loaf of 
bread, he gave as an example. 

Another idea that Mc-
Conachie said he liked was 
that of a park, possibly around 
a creek on the property. Rush-
more added that the creek area 
could also be considered for a 
remembrance area, like was 
mentioned in Privett’s letter. 
McConachie agreed that a me-
morial would have to be put 
first and foremost on any de-
velopments. 

“There’s going to be, I 
think, some ceremonies, 
cleansing and some other 
things,” Rushmore said. 
“We’ve been talking to the 

tribe and we’ll continue to be 
talking to the tribe. In fact, de-
veloping this property, the city 
is going to have to work 
closely with the tribe.” 

After further discussion, the 
commission was largely in 
agreement that mixed-use re-
zoning would be the best route 
to take with the property. This 
was only a discussion item, 
and no action was taken. How-
ever, Rushmore said that it 
was good to get the ball rolling 
again. 

During the meeting, the 
commission also denied a re-
quest by Wrangell resident 
Dale Parkinson for a condi-
tional use permit to use his 
home at 3.5 mile Zimovia 
Highway as a bed and break-
fast. The issue came down to 
access to Parkinson’s property. 
An easement to the property 
cuts through land owned by 
David Mork, as well as a 
rocked road from the highway 
across Alaska Mental Health 
Trust land. Mork spoke at the 

meeting against the permit. 
While he and Parkinson have 
been good neighbors, he said, 
he did not want strangers and 
tourists snooping around on 
his property. 

Parkinson responded by 
saying that his insurance 
would be willing to investi-
gate, and likely cover any acci-
dents on the easement 
involving him or his cus-
tomers. He also added that he 
has updated his welcome letter 
to visitors asking that they be 
respectful of their neighbors’ 
privacy. 

There was some discussion 
between all the involved par-
ties, and the commissioners, 
but eventually a vote was 
called. It was a tie, McConacie 
and Commissioner Terri Hen-
son against and Commission-
ers Apryl Hutchinson 
and Kate Hein for. Commis-
sioner Andrew Hoyt was not 
present for this meeting. In the 
event of a tied vote, a motion 
fails.

SERVICES 
LAMINATING services up to 
11x17 at the Wrangell Sentinel. 
205 Front St. 874-2301 ……
tfndh 
 
OFFICE SUPPLIES: Come see 
our great selection for office, 
school or home or place an 
order. The Wrangell Sentinel, 
205 Front St. 874-2301 ……
tfndh 
 
JOBS 
OFFICE HELP WANTED: The 
Wrangell Sentinel is hiring. 
Must be able to lift 25 pounds 
and have own car. DOE. Please 
stop in the Sentinel office to fill 
out a job application or email re-
sume to wrgsent@gmail.com…
…tfnx8-2dh 
 
PROPERTY 
FOR SALE: 46 acres Stikine 
River property Knig Slough 
$230,000.00. 518-0101……
3x10-3b11 
 

BOATS AND MARINE 
IFQS AND FISHING PER-
MITS, Alaskan Quota and Per-
mits LLC, 907-772-4000, 
1-888-347-4437……tfn1-3b15 
! 
SERVICES 
COPIES: Black and white and 

color copies up to 11x17. Send 
us your files to print. The 
Wrangell Sentinel, 205 Front St. 
874-2301……tfndh 
! 
FAX SERVICES at the Sentinel. 
Send or receive faxes. Fax num-
ber 874-2303 ……tfndh 
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Puzzle  
answers from 9/12 Edition

Submit resume/application to  
the Wrangell Sentinel at 205 Front St. or 

wrgsent@gmail.com. 

Office 
Help 
Wanted

• Computer skills necessary.  
• Attention to detail and  

good customer service skills critical.  
• Must be able to lift 25 pounds  

and have car to deliver papers on Thursdays.  
• Wage DOE. 
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PUBLIC NOTICE
The Canvass Board will

meet on Thursday, October
3, 2019 at 10:00 a.m., in the 
Borough Assembly hambers
to canvass the results of the
Regular Election held on 
October 1, 2019.

Kim Lane, MMC, 
Borough Clerk

City & Borough 
of Wrangell, Alaska

Publish: September 19 and
26, 2019

PUBLIC NOTICE
Public Hearing 

The Borough Assembly Borough Assembly will hold a 
PUBLIC HEARING on Tuesday, September 24, 2019, during
the Regular Borough Assembly meeting that begins at 6:00 p.m.,
in the Borough Assembly Chambers on the following item(s):
A. ORDINANCE No. 965 of the Assembly of the City and 
     Borough of Wrangell, Alaska, amending chapter 15.12, 
     electricity, by adding section 15.12.193 rate stabilization 
     (third reading)

The Public is encouraged to attend.
Kim Lane, MMC, 

Borough Clerk
City & Borough of Wrangell, Alaska

Publish: September 19, 2019

PUBLIC NOTICE
City Board and Committee Vacancies

City and Borough of Wrangell
Persons interested in serving on the following City Boards

and Committees, please submit your Letter of Interest to the
Office of the Borough Clerk, City & Borough of Wrangell, P.O.
Box 531, Wrangell, AK 99929. You can also email your Letter
of Interest to the Borough Clerk at: clerk@wrangell.com.

Deadline for Letters of Interest is 4:00 p.m., Friday, October
2, 2019, for the following vacancies:
Planning & Zoning Commission                two (2) three-year terms
Parks & Recreation Advisory Board          one (1) three-year term
Wrangell Convention & Visitors Bureau    two (2) three-year terms
Economic Development Committee           two (2) three-year terms

Appointments will be made at the October 8, 2019 Regular As-
sembly meeting. 

A copy of the code chapter for any of the above boards and com-
missions can be obtained by contacting the Borough Clerk’s Office
or viewed at the City’s website at www.wrangell.com
The City & Borough of Wrangell is an equal opportunity employer.

Kim Lane, MMC
Borough Clerk

Publish: September 19 and 26, 2019

CITY AND BOROUGH OF WRANGELL, ALASKA 
NOTICE OF REGULAR ELECTION 

 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that on the 1st day of October 2019, there will be held in the City 

and Borough of Wrangell, Alaska, a Regular Election for the purpose of voting on the following City 
Offices and Proposition.  

Assembly: Two – (3 Year Terms)  
Assembly: Two – (1 Year Unexpired Terms until 10-2020)  
Port Commission: Two  – (3 Year Terms)  
School Board: Two  – (3 Year Terms)  
School Board One – (1 Year Unexpired Term until 10-2020)  
School Board One – (2 Year Unexpired Term until 10-2021)  

*****************************************************  
PROPOSITION  1  

Ratification of Ordinance 964  
Section 3-9 of the Home Rule Charter for the City and Borough of Wrangell provides that the  

borough-operated Wrangell Medical Center shall be operated by a board established by ordinance and 
elected by the voters. Because voters approved the transfer of the Wrangell Medical Center’s operations 
and maintenance to Southeast Alaska Health Consortium (SEARHC) at the borough’s October 2, 2018 
Regular Election, and it is as a result no longer operated by the borough, the Assembly adopted  
Ordinance No. 964, which proposed amending the Charter by repealing Section 3-9.   

Shall the Home Rule Charter of the City and Borough of Wrangell be amended to repeal Section  
3-9, Wrangell Medical Center, as set forth in Ordinance No. 964?   

Yes  
 

 No  
 

The polls for said election will be open at 8:00 a.m. on the said day and will close at 8:00 p.m. 
on the same day.  

Each voter must have the qualifications prescribed by state law. A qualified voter shall vote only 
once per election and shall exercise that right at the polling place established in the designated Wrangell 
Precinct (James & Elsie Nolan Museum/Civic Center) and in which he/she resides within the borough 
boundaries of the City and Borough of Wrangell. 

Kim Lane, MMC, Borough Clerk 
City and Borough of Wrangell, Alaska 

Publish: August 22, 29, September 5, 12, 19 and 26, 2019 
 

NOTICE  FOR ABSENTEE VOTING BEGINS  
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 16, 2019  

FROM 8:00 am to 4:00 pm 
MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY AT CITY HALL  

FOR THE OCTOBER 1, 2019 REGULAR ELECTION 
QUALIFIED VOTERS MAY VOTE AN ABSENTEE BALLOT 
UNTIL 4:00 P.M., Monday, SEPTEMBER 30, 2019.  

For those voters who cannot VOTE ABSENTEE IN  
PERSON, you may submit an application to have your ballot 
mailed or faxed to you.  

Please stop by the Borough’s Clerks Office to apply. 
Kim Lane, MMC, Borough Clerk 

City & Borough of Wrangell, Alaska 
Publish: August 22, 29, September 5, 12,19 and 26, 2019 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Board of Directors of
the Southeast Alaska Power Agency (SEAPA) will hold a 
Regular Board Meeting on September 26, 2019 from 1 p.m. to
5:00 p.m. and September 27, 2019 from 9 a.m. to 12:00 noon
AKDT at the Petersburg Assembly Chambers in Petersburg,
Alaska. During the meeting, the board may hold an executive ses-
sion for a CEO review and hydrosite investigations. For additional
information, please call 907.228.2281.! 
Published: September 19, 2019

Sign-up for a FREE 
6-week SUBSCRIPTION!

Get the Wrangell Sentinel in the mail 
for six weeks, free of charge.   

We’re sure you’ll like what you see:
• School news 
• Sports 
• Wrangell History 
• Classified Ads 
• Letters to the Editor 

• Community News 
• Weather 
• Public Notices 
• Fishing News

TAKE A  
TEST DRIVE

907-874-2301  
Fax: 907-874-2303 

Email: wrgsent@gmail.com 

Name:___________________________  
Address:_________________________  
City:____________________________  
State:________________ Zip:________  

Email:___________________________  
Phone:__________________________

Give me 6-weeks for FREE

Call or Mail to: Wrangell Sentinel 
PO Box 798, Wrangell, AK 99929

Next weekend:  
** No Movie Next Weekend**

THE PEANUT 
BUTTER FALCON

SHOWTIMES:  
 FRI. SEPT. 20- SUN. SEPT. 22 

7PM EACH DAY 

Rated PG-13  • 1hr 37min 
Adventure, Comedy, Drama

September 9 
MVA: Hit and run. 
Agency assist: Harbor. 
Found property. 
Citizen assist: Vehicle 

unlock.  
Traffic complaint. 
Disturbance: Unfounded. 
Trespass: Unfounded.  
 
September 10 
Suspicious persons: Criminal 

mischief. 
Report of burglary. 
Agency assist: Alarm. 
Civil Matter. 
Agency assist: Random 

breath test.  
Assault: Information. 
 
September 11 

Trespass. 
Illegal dumping.  
Traffic. 
 
September 12 
Suspicious activity. 
Domestic Disturbance. 
Three vehicle unlocks. 
 
September 13 
Citizen assist: Vehicle unlock. 
 
September 14 
Drug paraphernalia. 
Citizen assist: Vehicle unlock. 
Subpoena service. 
 
During this reporting 

period there were five EMS 
calls and two animal 
complaints. 

Police report

Planning and Zoning Commission considers Institute property rezoning



By BRIAN VARELA 
Sentinel writer 

PETERSBURG — The Pe-
tersburg Police Department 
served search warrants at 410 
Mitkof Highway at approxi-
mately 3:50 P.M. on Tuesday, 
Sept. 10 and found distribution 
quantities of heroin and 
methamphetamine with a 
combined street value of ap-
proximately $61,670, according 
to police. 

Carter Gueller, 30, was ar-
rested and booked into the Pe-
tersburg jail on charges of 
misconduct involving a con-
trolled substance in the second 
degree, a class A felony, mis-
conduct involving a controlled 
substance in the third  
degree, a class B felony and 
misconduct involving 
weapons in the second degree, 
a class B felony, according to 
police. Gueller formally  
heard the three charges in an 
arraignment Wednesday after-

noon.  
During the search, authori-

ties said they located approxi-
mately 2.5 ounces of heroin 
and approximately 3.32 ounces 
of methamphetamine. Both 
narcotics were found in a safe 
along with a Glock 20 10mm 
and a scale with what authori-
ties believe to be heroin 
residue. Gueller had $2,177 on 
his person, and an additional 
$5,080 in cash was found in the 
house. Authorities also found 
a handwritten ledger with 
people’s names and phone 
numbers. Police Chief Jim Kerr 
could not state whether or not 
the people in the ledger would 

be persons of interest since the 
case is still under investiga-
tion. 

The Glock 20 10mm, an AR-
15 assault style rifle, a shotgun 
and a single shot hunting rifle, 
along with ammunition and 
accessories, were seized by po-
lice. 

The Petersburg Police De-
partment received assistance 
from the Juneau Police Depart-
ment, Alaska State Troopers, 
Federal Bureau of Investiga-
tion, United States Postal In-
spectors, National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration 
and the Petersburg Harbor De-
partment. 
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Saturday, September 21 
Baby Raven Reads: “Harvest” Wrangell Headstart, 10a-12p 
 

Monday, September 23 
School Board Meeting: Evergreen Elementary School Room 101, 7p 
 

Is the attendance at your meeting or event low? Send information for Roundup  
to wrgsent@gmail.com or call 874-2301. 

 

 
    PARKS & REC ACTIVITIES: Mid-day closure: M-F 1:30-3:30 p.m. Closed Sunday 
Pool: 
Arthritis Foundation Exercise Class:         M-W-F 8:30-9:30 a.m.                                  
Water Aerobics:                                       M-W-F 10:00-11:00 a.m. 
Lap Swim:                        M-W-F 6:00-7:30 a.m. MTWThF 11:30 a.m.-1:00 p.m.                             

                                    TuTh 5:15-6:15 p.m. Sa 11:00 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 
2 Lane Lap Swim:                     M-W-F 10:00-11:00 a.m. 
Lap/Tot Swim:                                        MTWThF 11:30 a.m.-1:00 p.m. S 11:00 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 
Swim Club:                                             M-F 3:15-5:15 p.m.  
Open Swim:                              M-W 5:30-7:00 p.m. F 6:30-8:00 p.m. S 1:00-2:00 p.m. 
Weight Room: M-Thu 6:00 a.m.-1:30 p.m., 3:30-7:30 p.m. F 6:00 a.m.-1:30 p.m., 3:30-8:30 p.m.    
S 10:00 a.m.-2:30 p.m.                           

 MEETINGS 
AA Meetings:  
North Star Group Meeting. St. Philip’s Church. Tuesday: 7 p.m., Thursday: 8 p.m., Friday: 8 p.m.

September 18, 1919  
Improvements which will 

be of valuable aid to naviga-
tion on the Stikine are soon to 
begin, according to G.B Hull, 
district engineer, Department 
of Public Works, who arrived 
from Prince Rupert a few days 
ago. Mr. Hull recently made a 
shipment of dynamite from 
Rupert to Wrangell, the explo-
sives to be used in clearing the 
river channel. Glenora riffles 
will receive special attention. 

  
September 15, 1944 
A total of 182 pupils have 

been enrolled in the Wrangell 
school so far this year, accord-
ing to Superintendent George 
Fabriclus, the 154 register in 
the eight grades and 31 in the 
high school. By far the most 
youngsters are in grade one, 
and the total gradually dimin-
ished until there are only five 
juniors and six seniors, while 
the freshman sophomore 
classes each has ten students. 

  
September 18, 1969 
Twelve families and three 

single men are newcomers to 
the community from Kake, 
having arrived in the past few 
months. Two families have ar-

rived within the past few 
weeks. All of the men are em-
ployed either at Wrangell 
Lumber Co. or Alaska Wood 
Products. A large number of 
the young people left Kake 
this fall to go to school and 
some have moved to Wrangell 
due to the lack of industry in 
Kake. With a population of 
700, Kake was significantly re-
duced with 12 families moved 
to Wrangell. 

  
September 22, 1994 

Chief of the U.S. Forest 
Service, Jack Thomas, visited 
Wrangell Saturday to try to 
answer charges that it was his 
department and the current 
administration that was taking 
actions designed to shut off 
timber harvesting in the Ton-
gass National Forest. Shortage 
of quality saw logs has caused 
Wrangell’s Alaska Pulp Cor-
poration to schedule closure 
for the mill in mid-November, 
idling about 225 workers for 
an undetermined time.  

The Way We Were  
In the Sentinel 100, 75, 50 and 25 years ago.

Continuing Events

Birthdays &  
Anniversaries

The Sentinel extends its best wishes to the persons listed on the 
Wrangell Chamber of Commerce Community Scholarship Birthday 
Calendar. 

 
Thursday, September 19: Alex Angerman, Doug Roberts, 

Mark Galla. Anniversary: Tom & Linda Nore. Friday, Sep-
tember 20: Jing O;Brien, Amber Vergilio, Radley Powers, Bri-
ana Taylor. Saturday, September 21: David Wilson, Jason 
Rak, Chris Gillen, Adam Messmer, Keely Good, Terry 
Buness, Ellen Massin. Sunday, September 22: Lorne Cook, 
Terri Henson, Braidyn Young. Anniversary: Bucky & Linda 
Bjorge, Terry & Janet Buness. Monday, September 23: Chris-
tian Cartwright, Veronica Beasley. Tuesday, September 24: 
Barbara Angerman, Mateas Rilatos, Jeff Abrahamson, Ken 
Hazelton. Wednesday, September 25: Lisa Nikodym, Danile 
Kirshner, Hadley Wiederspohn, Lenny Hamley, Tina Doak, 
Roberta Floyd, Mariah Speers. Thursday, September 26: 
Thomas Mathis, Jr., Calen Young, Dick Edgley.  

 
If you would like to add a birthday or anniversary at no 

charge please call the Sentinel at 874-2301.

 

  TIDES
Sept 19 - Sept 26

 Northbound               Southbound
Saturday, September 21 
Malaspina 08:45 a.m. 
Sunday, September 22 
Columbia 3:45 p.m. 
Tuesday, September 24 
Malaspina 09:30 p.m. 
Saturday, September 28 
Columbia 09:00 a.m. 
Sunday, September 29 
Columbia 01:45 p.m.

Thursday, September 19 
Malaspina 08:15 p.m. 
Monday, September 23 
Malaspina 08:15 a.m. 
Wednesday, September 25 
Columbia 03:30 a.m. 
Friday, September 27 
Malaspina 01:45 a.m. 
Monday, September 30 
Malaspina 04:15 a.m.

Arrival times may vary. Call 874-2021 for verification  
or call 874-3711 for recorded information.

  Thursday, September 19 
Pork Roast, Harvard Beets, Cauliflower, Rice with Broccoli Toss    

Friday, September 20 
Lemon Baked Chicken, Brussels Sprouts,  

Sukiyaki, Sweet potato Salad   
Monday, September 21 

German Meatballs on Pasta, Beets with  
Orange Sauce, Tossed Salad  

Tuesday, September 22 
Meatloaf, Steamed Greens, Perfection Salad,  

Mashed Potatoes and Gravy  
Wednesday, September 23 

Chicken A LaKing, Broccoli, Fresh Fruit  
with Creamy Sauce, Rice 

 
Please call Wrangell Senior Center  

at 874-2066 by 10 a.m. for reservations.  
Milk, tea and coffee will be served with meals.

Wrangell Roundup: Special Events

Senior Center  
Menu

Departures
FERRY

 
     High Tides                Low Tides
         AM      PM            AM                 PM

     Time      Ft      Time    Ft     Time     Ft    Time   Ft
 September  19   4:23       13.7      4:25      15.0     10:09      2.8      10:47  1.4 
 September  20   5:06       12.7      4:25      14.4    10:48      3.8      11:38  1.8      
 September  21   6:04       11.7      5:57      13.8    11:39      4.8      . . . .     . . .  
 September  22   7:30       11.2      7:17      13.5       0:42      2.2      12:47  5.6 
 September  23   9:03       11.7      8:48      13.9       2:00      2.1      2:13     5.7 
 September  24  10:14      12.9      10:04    15.0       3:21      1.4      3:39     4.9 
 September  25  11:09      14.5      11:06    16.4       4:31      0.2      4:50     3.2 
 September  26  11:56      16.1      . . . .      . . .         5:28      -1.1     5:46    1.3     

Wrangell
Weather

Daylight
Hours

Date                          High       Low
Sep.  09 72 53
Sep.  10 69 51
Sep.  11 62 54
Sep.  12 63 53
Sep.  13 59 53
Sep.  14 59 46
Sep.  15 62 46
Sep.  16 57 49

Date        Sunrise     Sunset   Daylight
Sept  19 6:25a 6:58p 12:33h
Sept  20 6:27a 6:55p 12:28h
Sept  21 6:29a 6:52p 12:23h
Sept  22 6:31a 6:50p 12:19h
Sept  23 6:33a 6:47p 12:14h
Sept  24 6:35a 6:44p 12:09h
Sept  25 6:37a 6:42p 12:05h
Sept  26 6:39a 6:39p 12:00h

Prescriptions, Gifts,
Candy, Cards

New Perfumes Are Here!
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Hardware,
Appliances,

Sporting Goods,  
Toys, Housewares,
Building Supplies, 

Clothing and More!

Ottesenʼs True Value
874-3377

Groceries 
Meats • Bakery 

Deli • Liquor 
 

Wrangell’s Complete Food Store 
Phone 874-2341

Wrangell IGAWrangell IGA

Call Toll Free 1-800-942-9741
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• Cruises • Packages
• Vacations

Cruises and custom tours 
to Alaska for your 
family & friends

Wrangell
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Full Grocery, Meats & Produce,
Video Rentals

Fax, Copy & Postage
423 Front St             (907)874-3333

Buness Bros. Inc.
Appliances
Home Furnishings
& Sporting Goods

874-3811

Sentry
Hardware & MarineHHardware & MarineHardware & MarineHardware & MarineHardware & MarineHardware & MarineHardware & MarineHardware & MarineHardware & MarineHardware & MarineHardware & MarineHardware & MarineHardware & MarineHardware & MarineHardware & MarineHardware & MarineHardware & Marine

408 Front Street
874-3336

Got A Question. . .Need A Hand?

P.O.  Box 1139 • Wrangell 99929

Johnson’s Building Supply
FOR ALL YOUR

BUILDING NEEDS

We Deliver
2.5 Zimovia Highway

Phone 874-2375
Fax 874-3100

Business Directory
907-874-2301To advertise here just call:

FALL IS HERE 
 and the hunting season is underway; check with  

your local merchants for cold-weather hunting  
gear, guns, ammo and camping necessities 

and remember to fuel the truck,  
4-wheeler and/or boat!A business that

doesn’t advertise
is like a building

without a foundation.
Call The Sentinel for

help with that
foundation 
P.O. Box 798  •  205 Front Street  •  Wrangell, AK 99929

PH: 874-2301  •  FAX: 874-2303  •  EAIL: wrgsent@gmail.com

Dietra Wegener
Petersburg Wrangell Insurance Center
100 N Nordic, Petersburg, AK 99833
inquiry@p-wins.com

Call me today to see how much you can
save with Allstate’s good student discount.

907-874-2359

Discount and insurance offered only with select company and subject to availability and qualifications. Allstate Insurance
Company, Allstate Property and Casualty Insurance Company and Allstate Indemnity Company; Northbrook, IL © 2012
Allstate Insurance Company.

$62,000 in heroin, meth seized by Petersburg police

Carter Gueller

Among the property seized by authorities were approximately 2.5 ounces of heroin, about 3.32 ounces of methamphetamine, $7,257 
in cash and four guns.

PHOTO COURTESY OF THE PETERSBURG POLICE DEPARTMENT 
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By CALEB VIERKANT 
Sentinel writer 

Harbor House, the assisted living fa-
cility, closed its doors on Sept. 1. The fa-
cility opened in April of 2017 as a place 
for Wrangell’s senior citizens to live, 
and also became a popular spot for 
haunted houses around Halloween.  

Before then, the building was known 
as the Sourdough Lodge. According to 
a 2017 article in the Wrangell Sentinel, 
Harbor House offered five assisted liv-
ing rooms and an additional 11 rooms 
for senior housing.  

According to a letter sent to employ-
ees of Harbor House, the reason for the 
closure was due to undisclosed health 
concerns of the owner, Shannon Bosdell. 

“I want to thank you all for your ded-
ication to bringing joy [to] our seniors 
life,” the letter reads. “I know how 
thankless of a job it is but know each 
and everyone of you have earned my re-
spect.” 

Bosdell did not go into detail about 
his health issues but said that he closed 
Harbor House “with a heavy heart.” He 
said that he worked with the state di-
rectly to make sure that the closure was 
done within regulations, and to try and 
find placement for affected seniors. All 
residents left Harbor House on or before 
the closure date. 

“We worked with several people in 
town in an attempt to keep it going and 
have someone who could manage it in 
my stay while dealing with what I am 
dealing with,” Bosdell said in a Face-
book message. “But it is a very difficult 
job and thankless and takes a special 
kind of person who can dedicate their 
life’s [sic] to such a calling.”  

Bruce Harding, owner of the Harbor 
House building, did not have much in-

formation at the time of writing regard-
ing the future of the facility. There are 
no plans for the future at this time, he 
said, and they are focusing on cleaning 
up the grounds. 

The current situation for the former 
residents of Harbor House is largely un-
known, as well. Ethel Lane, with the 
senior apartments on Bennett Street, 
said that a few people have stopped by 
for applications but none have been re-
turned yet. For Wrangell’s seniors, one 
of the other housing options available to 
them is the Long Term Care facility at 
the Wrangell Medical Center. Maegan 

Bosak, with SEARHC, said that she 
could not provide information about 
any recent move-ins to Long Term Care 
without making a HIPAA violation. 
However, she did say that Long Term 
Care is a good option for assisted living 
that Wrangell families may want to con-
sider. 

According to Wrangell resident Bri-
ana Schilling, whose 90-year-old grand-
mother lived at Harbor House, residents 
received a letter in early August saying 
that they would need to move out by 
Sept. 1 at the latest. She is currently car-
ing for her grandmother, she said, but is 

on a waitlist for a place in Long Term 
Care. 

“The closure, on such short notice, 
has put an extreme amount of stress on 
her which she definitely didn’t need,” 
Schilling wrote in a Facebook message. 
“I am currently taking care of her, but 
her living situation is less than ideal.” 

Marylin Mork, another Wrangellite, 
said that both of her in-laws were Har-
bor House residents, too. She said that 
her father-in-law has moved in with her 
family, and her mother-in-law will also 
be moving in once she recovers from a 
broken hip at the hospital. 

Harbor House closes its doors after two years

By CALEB VIERKANT 
Sentinel writer 

While the Wrangell Wolves 
wrestlers do not have their 
first meet until mid-October, 
they have already been hard at 
work getting ready for the new 
season. Both wrestling 
coaches, Jeff Rooney and Jack 
Carney, said that they are 
looking at a very talented team 
this year and are looking to 
build off of previous successes. 

“We won a Region Champi-
onship with eight scorers in 
2016,” he wrote in a Facebook 
message. “We also took second 
for 2A at State that year.  
This year, it looks like we’ll 
have 13 of the 14 weight 
classes filled for the Men’s 
team alone. This is the largest 
team we’ve had since I’ve been 
here.” 

More recently, in the 2018 
season, the Wolves took 4th 
place in the 2A division at state 
and 10th place overall. Carney 
said that he is very excited for 
the state tournament this year. 
There are several returning 
players that Carney pointed 

out. Ryan Rooney and Liana 
Carney were both finalists in 
last year’s state tournament, he 

said. Another wrestler he men-
tioned was Jonah Comstock, 
who took 6th place in state as 

a freshman wrestler. 
“A handful of kids went to 

summer camps, several are 

running cross country, and 
many are enrolled in strength 
training class,” Carney said. 
“Preseason isn’t mandatory, 
but our kids are showing up 
consistently to prepare for the 
upcoming season. The kids are 
putting in work early with 
both training and fundrais-
ing.” 

Both coaches also gave 
some recognition to newer 
wrestlers on their team. 
Rooney said that the new 
wrestlers are showing a lot of 
heart, and he has high expecta-
tions for the upcoming season. 
According to the school dis-
trict’s sports calendar, the 
wrestling season opens on Oct. 
2, with Wrangell’s first meet 
being the Tom Sims Tourna-
ment on Oct. 18 and 19 in 
town. Carney also said that 
community members can 
come out and support the team 
at their annual halibut dinner 
on Oct. 12.  

He also mentioned that 
since it’s still the preseason 
there is plenty of time for more 
students to join the team.

Wrestling team sporting lots of talent this year

Harbor House, the assisted living facility, closed its doors as of Sept. 1. According to owner Shannon Bosdell, the facility 
closed because he is facing undisclosed health issues that required attention. 
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Members of the Wrangell Wolves wrestling team stretch before practice.
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By CALEB VIERKANT 
Sentinel writer 

After a recent shake-up that saw the 
loss of the Wrangell Senior Center’s site 
manager, cook, and driver, the facility 
is working to get back to its normal 
routine under the new leadership of 
Tom Jenkins, the new site manager. 
The center is still looking for additional 
staff and volunteers, but there are some 
big things being planned for the future. 

Jenkins is originally from Tennessee, 
he said, and has a 
background in in-
dustrial building. 
He worked for the 
senior center in 
Haines for three 
years as a driver 
and staff member 
before moving to 
Wrangell. His in-
terests include 
music, flying, his-
tory, and travel-
ing. He is also a 
very big fan of au-
thor Jane Austen, 
he said. Jenkins 
first got involved in senior center work 
because he said he was wanting to find 
something useful to do, and has always 
been involved in projects of a similar 
nature. 

“I’ve always been involved in Chris-
tian ministries and public service,” 
Jenkins said. “In Wrangell there was an 
opening and I thought it was some-
thing I could do in my retirement.” 

As the new site manager, Jenkins 
said that his main goal is to get the sen-
ior center back to full staff, and to refo-
cus on their core mission of providing 

meals and transportation to Wrangell’s 
senior citizens, and to provide a fun 
and healthy environment for people to 
socialize in. What Jenkins is hoping to 
see, too, is the senior center really 
transform into “the funnest senior cen-
ter in Alaska.” 

“This isn’t a nursing home, this is a 
senior center for fun and for socializ-
ing,” Jenkins said. “We want to encour-
age socializing.” 

The senior center recently received a 
piano, donated by 
Shannon Bosdell 
of the now-closed 
Harbor House. 
Another recent 
addition to the 
center that Jenk-
ins pointed out 
was a computer 
room where sen-
iors can come by 
for hour-a-day 
training on how 
to use the inter-
net. Other pro-
grams that will be 
coming soon, 

Jenkins said, include exercise pro-
grams, trivia nights, and music ses-
sions, among several other ideas. For 
all of these future programs to succeed, 
though, Jenkins said that new staff 
members, volunteers, and donations 
are sorely needed. 

“Once we get staff we’d look for vol-
unteers to help us serve meals and to 
bus tables afterwards,” he said. “Any-
one who knows anything about exer-
cise, like someone who can do stretch 
or balance exercises, man that would be 
wonderful … Anyone that could teach 

something in art, maybe some sort of 
art that seniors or anyone else could 
enjoy, or any kind of music volunteer, 
would all be things we’re looking for.” 

Besides just donations of time, Jenk-
ins said that there are several items 
charitable members of the community 
could consider donating, as well. These 

items include exercise equipment, blue-
tooth speakers for music, and a bingo 
roller. 

“We want to be more than just for 
seniors,” Jenkins said. “We want to be 
doing stuff for the community, too.” 

For more information regarding the 
senior center, call (907) 874-2066. 

Senior Center’s new 
manager planning big 
things for the future

Tom Jenkins, the new site manager for the Wrangell Senior Center, plays on a piano 
that was recently donated by Shannon Bosdell of the former Harbor House. Jenkins 
describes himself as a musician, pilot, traveller, history buff, and a big fan of Jane 
Austen. As the new site manager, he said that he hopes to see the senior center get 
back to its core mission of providing meals and transportation to Wrangell’s senior 
community, and also becoming “the funnest senior center in Alaska.” 
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“In Wrangell there 
was an opening and I 
thought it was  
something I could do 
in my retirement.” 

- Tom Jenkins,  
Senior Center site manager

By CALEB VIERKANT 
Sentinel writer 

Wrangell’s cross country 
team competed in the Craig 
High School Invitational this 
past weekend, continuing a 
trend of improving times from 
their past two meets.  

In the women’s 5,000 meter 
varsity run, Wrangell took 
third place just behind 
Ketchikan and Petersburg. 

Liana Carney was the first 
Wrangell runner to complete 
the race, coming in with a time 
of 21:27.39. Jade Balansag 
came in shortly afterward 
with a time of 22:15.27, her 
new personal record. 
Wrangell’s third-place runner 
was Jamie Early at 23:56.81, 
also a personal record. 

In the men’s 5,000 meter 
run, Ethan Blatchley finished 
first for Wrangell with a time 
of 21:15.86. Elias Decker was 
the second Wrangell runner to 
finish at 22:58.77. The third 
Wrangell runner to complete 
the race was Tyson Messmer 
at 23:13.98. Austin Reid was 
only about six seconds behind 
Messmer at 23:19.63, which is 
his new personal record. 

Coach Drew Larrabee said 
that the team all saw improve-
ments on their times this last 
meet, and the team told him 
that they attributed it to the 

emphasis on pacing them-
selves in practice. He also 
added that they got a few days 

off this week to rest, using 
practice time to go downtown 
for ice cream, and are looking 

forward to the next run.  
The cross country team will 

be traveling to Ketchikan this 

weekend. Regionals will take 
place the following weekend 
in Sitka. 

Cross country girls take third place in Craig meet
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