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SOUTHEAST CHAMPS

Girls volleyball team wins first at regionals, will head to state

By Marc Lurz
Sentinel editor

From the first-place seed going into re-
gionals to a first-place finish, the Wrangell
High School girls volleyball team saw
their winning streak interrupted only
once in Klawock.

The Lady Wolves faced the Craig Pan-
thers twice in the second day of play last Fri-
day after beating host team Klawock the day
before in three sets. Craig bested Wrangell
in the first match-up after four sets, dashing
their hopes of a clean sweep on Friday, but

Wrangell went up against Klawock, mak-
ing point after point against them. The
Lady Wolves got their footing early and
never lost it. Klawock was able to an-
ticipate a few of Wrangell's returns, but
clear and effective communication kept
Wrangell running like a well-tuned ma-
chine. Wrangell won the first set, 25 to 10.
Klawock pulled it together for the next
two sets, taking advantage of missteps
on Wrangell’s part. However, team-
work and good fortune favored the Lady
Wolves, and they won the next two sets,

on Friday when condensation dripping
from the ceiling made the gym floor unsafe
to play in Klawock.

The Lady Wolves had a significant lead
in the first set against the Panthers, mak-
ing important saves. Missteps led to Craig
creeping up during the game, a tactic
they would use throughout the rest of the
sets whenever they fell behind. The first
set ended with a score of 25 to 21, with
Wrangell winning.

Wrangell wasn’t able to anticipate a lot
of Craig’s returns in the second set, al-

Wrangell rallied and came howling back to
win the second match and the title.
At the start of regionals last Thursday,

25 to 23 each time.

Competition for Wrangell versus Craig
was moved to the Craig High School gym

lowing Craig to take an early lead. Craig
consistently kept a two-point lead over

Continued on page 7

Borough
will install
additional
restrooms
downtown
next spring

By CAROLEINE JAMES
Sentinel reporter

Next year, Wrangell will be
home to a hot new tourist at-
traction — public restrooms.
Portable facilities will appear
downtown in the late spring
to meet tourist demand and
to reduce the strain on area
businesses.

“We're looking at doing
some sort of mobile trailer
type of restroom,” said Tom
Wetor, director of the Public
Works Department. The trail-
ers will sit at the intersection
of Campbell Drive and Front
Street, near 56° North and
Angerman’s.

Facilities will include four
private stalls, complete with
sinks. Two of the stalls will
be wheelchair accessible. Pe-
tersburg uses a similar setup
during their busier summer
months, Wetor said.

The department explored
au%menting the permanent
public restrooms that already
exist behind the Elks Lodge,
but the mobile trailer option
proved more cost-effective.
Expansion of the existing
restroom  building would
have cost roughly $400,000
to $500,000, whereas the mo-
bile setup will cost roughly
$100,000 to $120,000.

Ease of operation is another
benefit of the mobile system.
The bathrooms will be “tied
into the city collection system
so (public works staff) don’t
have to pump them out all
the time,” Wetor said. He an-
ticipates moving the new re-
strooms into position in late
spring and removing them in
the early fall of each year.

The Public Works Depart-
ment, Harbor Department
and Samson Tug and Barge

Continued on page 4

SHOWIN’ THEIR STUFF

PHOTO BY MARC LUTZ/WRANGELL SENTINEL
Alumni Ryan Rooney, in blue, tries to wrestle senior Ethan Blatchley to the mat in an exhibition
match last Saturday in the Wrangell High School gym. See Page 7 for more on the event.

Alaska at or near bottom in economic measures nationally

By ALEx DEMARBAN
Anchorage Daily News

For the past seven years, the Alaska economy
has performed “at or near the bottom” nationally
in four key measures of economic health, accord-
ing to a report released Nov. 17 by the University
of Alaska Center for Economic Development.

Taken together, the state’s poor performance be-
tween 2015 and 2021 — in employment growth,
unemployment, net migration and gross domestic
product — place Alaska’s economic health at the
bottom of all 50 states and the District of Columbia,
said Nolan Klouda, the center’s executive director
and lead author of the 10-page report.

“You could make a case that Alaska is the
bottom-performing state going back to 2015,”
Klouda said in an interview. “I think it is.”

The report concludes, “by all measures pre-
sented here ... Alaska’s economy appears stuck
in a rut relative to the rest of the U.S.”

“This underperformance places Alaska at or
near the bottom of all states and D.C. for the pe-
riod from 2015 to 2021, as well as the pandem-
ic-affected period from 2020 to the present,” the

report said. “This marks seven years of weak or
negative growth as measured by (gross domes-
tic product, the total value of all goods and ser-
vices produced) and employment, and the high-
est rate of net outmigration of any state or D.C.”

Thereportis a short but troubling look at those
economic indicators in Alaska and nationally. It
does not explore policy solutions. It casts years
of low oil prices as the primary culprit, though
those prices have improved in recent months.
Oil prices are key to Alaska state revenue and
higher prices drive funding for projects.

Klouda, in the interview, provided some
ideas to help turn the situation around, in-
cluding continued diversification of the state’s
economy and allocation of revenues into areas
that can attract people to Alaska, such as in-
vestments to improve the educational system.

He also pointed out that the “stark” picture
of the state’s economy in the report is based
on the performance of the rest of the U.S.
during a time of relatively strong economic
health nationally.

Continued on page 6

School
districts
hope for
more state
funding
next year

By LARRY PERSILY
Sentinel writer

School districts statewide,
including Wrangell, will be
looking to the Legislature next
year for an increase in state
funding, but any boost in the
state’s per-pupil formula likely
will depend in large part on oil
revenues and also Permanent
Fund earnings.

And neither looks good this
month, less than eight weeks
before lawmakers are scheduled
to convene in Juneau.

The state funding formula for
K-12 education hadn’t moved
in about five years before this
year’s 0.5% mini-nudge up-
ward. Meanwhile, districts
statewide are facing budget
deficits and program cutbacks,
also blamed on the end of feder-
al pandemic relief aid.

“I think it’s likely to be a big is-
sue,” Ketchikan Rep. Dan Ortiz,
who also represents Wrangell,
said of school funding in the 2023
legislative session. He expects to
see legislation proposed to in-
crease the formula, just as in re-
cent years when it failed to gain
enough support for passage.

The state was rich with rev-
enues this past spring from
near-record oil prices, but sup-
porters still were unable to win
enough votes to raise the school
funding formula. The next leg-
islative session could be hard-
er, Ortiz said. “The problem is
that revenue looks like it will be
down compared to last year.”

Oil prices, which generate a
large piece of state revenues,
started this week at about $90
a barrel, down from almost
$120 when the Legislature ad-
journed in May.

And the Permanent Fund,
which provides the single larg-
est deposit into the state general
fund each year, is down in val-
ue almost $12 billion between
Dec. 31, 2021, and Sept. 30 of
this year, reducing the projected
draw on the account to help pay
for public services — and edu-
cation — next year. The Perma-
nent Fund Corp.’s Sept. 30 pro-
jection of the annual draw from
earnings shows $75 million less
next year and almost $145 mil-
lion less the following year than
had been forecast in January.

One problem is that as the
state budget gets tight, educa-
tion and other public services
have to compete for limited
funds with the annual Perma-
nent Fund dividend. “The PFD
proponent ... he’s going to bang
that drum,” Ortiz said of Gov.
Mike Dunleavy, who success-
fully campaigned for re-election

Continued on page 5
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Birthdays & Anniversaries

The Sentinel extends its best wishes to the following people listed
on the Wrangell Chamber of Commerce Community Scholarship
Birthday Calendar.

Wednesday, Nov. 23: Laura Davies, Sherina
Meltzer, Doug Thomas.

Thursday, Nov. 24: Dustin Phillips.

Friday, Nov. 25: Janet Buness, Shawn Curley,
Darin Floyd, Terra Hoyt, Joel Smalley.

Saturday, Nov. 26: Alyssa Southland.

Sunday, Nov. 27: Gus Brock, Lovie Brock, Kerry
Byford, Cinda Stough, Rhiannon Wiederspohn;
Anniversary: Dennis and Carmen Pavlina.

Monday, Nov. 28: Hailey Cook, Arlee Haggard;
Anniversaries: Iver and Diana Nore, Paul and
Victoria Southland, Scott and Becky Thomas.

Tuesday, Nov. 29: None.

Wednesday, Nov. 30: Kogen Jeffrey Brown, Nala
O’Brien.

Senior Center Menu
Open for in-person dining.
Must be fully vaccinated.

Thursday, Nov. 24
Closed for Thanksgiving
Friday, Nov. 25
Ham and lima bean soup, spinach salad,
half tomato and cheese sandwich
Monday, Nov. 28
Clam chowder, honey mustard coleslaw,
half tomato sandwich
Tuesday, Nov. 29
Spaghetti and meat sauce, steamed zucchini,
tossed salad and fry bread
Wednesday, Nov. 30
Roast beef and gravy, green beans,
romaine and radish salad, mashed potatoes

Please call the senior center at 907-874-2066 24 hours in
advance to reserve a seat at lunch at the center or to request
delivery. The senior van also is available to transport seniors
to medical appointments, reasonable errands such as collect-
ing mail, getting prescriptions or other essential items.

Ferry Schedule

Northbound Southbound

Friday, Nov. 25
Kennicott, 9:45 p.m.
Friday, Dec. 2
Kennicott, 5:45 p.m.
Tuesday, Dec. 6
Kennicott, 9 p.m.
Saturday, Dec. 10
Kennicott, 8:30 a.m.

Monday, Nov. 28
Kennicott, 9 am.
Monday, Dec. 5
Kennicott, 11 a.m.
Friday, Dec. 9
Kennicott, 4:45 p.m.
Monday, Dec. 12
Kennicott, 5 a.m.

All times listed are scheduled departure times.
Call the terminal at 907-874-2021 for information
or call 907-874-3711 or 800-642-0066 for recorded information.

Tides

Wrangell Roundup:

Special Events

SALVATION ARMY Christmas food baskets and Angel tree sign-up is open and runs through Dec.
9. Sign up at the Salvation Army. Distribution day is Dec. 16. Call 907-874-3753 for more information.

12th ANNUAL TURKEY TROT on Thanksgiving morning, at the covered basketball court, hosted
by Parks and Recreation. Sign up at 8:45 a.m., and the fun run starts at 9 a.m. The 5K route is on the
nature trail. Costumes encouraged. Door prices and post-run snacks will be provided. $10 suggested
donation. For more information visit www.wrangellrec.com or call 907-874-2444.

CHRISTMAS TREE LANE is coming to town, and trees will be accepted Saturday and Monday at
the Nolan Center. Each entry goes up for a silent auction to support Hospice of Wrangell. Be creative
and beautify the Nolan Center lobby. For more information, call Alice Rooney 907-305-0007.

DOVE TREE CEREMONY at 2 p.m. Sunday in the Nolan Center lobby. Hospice of Wrangell invites
the public to a short service of reflection, reading of names of deceased loved ones, and putting doves
on the dove tree to remain throughout the holiday season.

NOLAN CENTER THEATER is showing “Black Panther: Wakanda Forever,” rated PG-13, at 7 p.m.

Friday and Saturday; the action adventure drama film runs two hours and 41 minutes. Tickets are $7 for
adults, $5 for children under age 12. Children under 12 must be accompanied by an adult. No movie on
Sunday because of the Dove Tree ceremony.

WRANGELL SCHOOL BOARD will hold a work session to review and revise the school board
evaluation tool beginning at 6:30 p.m. Monday at Evergreen Elementary School Room 101. No formal

action will be taken.

TOT GYM on Mondays and Wendesdays from 10:30 a.m. to noon at the community center gym for
children up to 5 years old. A parent or guardian must provide supervision; staff are not responsible
for child supervision. $2 for the first child, $1 for second child, and third child is free. For more

information visit www.wrangellrec.com or call 907-874-2444.

PUBLIC LIBRARY is closed through tentatively Nov. 28 for carpet replacement. Curbside service will
be available. Call ahead and let them know what you need. 907-874-3535.

SWIMMING POOL will be closed for maintenance Monday through Jan. 7, reopening Jan. 9,
pending no setbacks. The weight room and cardio equipment will be open for continued use,
although there will be one week where the entire facility is closed while carpet cleaning. The locker
rooms will be off limits when the tile floors are being grouted. For more information visit www.
wrangellrec.com or call 907-874-2444.

HANNAH'S PLACE invites people to stop by and meet the team from noon to 4 p.m. on Dec. 3. Pick
out a clothing outfit for each of your children, a maternity outfit and have cookies and hot cider while
you visit with your friends and neighbors.

FREE HOME, HEALTH, FOOD PRESENTATION CLASSES presented by Wrangell Cooperative
Association, University of Alaska Fairbanks and RurAL CAP. You must register by emailing
igapcoord.wca@gmail.com or call 907-874-4304, extension 103.

* Emergency pet care basics from 6 to 8 p.m. Dec. 8 at the carving shed.

* Drop off your pressure canner gauge for testing from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m.; testing and question-and-
answer session from 2 to 3:30 p.m.; smoking fish demonstration from noon to 1:30 p.m.; make

Christmas ornaments from 2 to 4 p.m.; all Dec. 9 at the carving shed.

* Family workshop on making wild pickles; learn to make refrigerator pickles from your wild
vegetable harvest from 5 to 8 p.m on Dec 9 at the Stikine Middle School kitchen.

* Home food preservation: pickling, dehydrating, canning (fruit, veggies, meat and fish from 9 a.m. to
1 p.m. for Part 1 of the class and 2 to 7 p.m for Part 2 on Dec. 10 at the Stikine Middle School kitchen.

* Home skills workshops (natural cleaning, energy efficiency, etc.) from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. on Dec. 11 at

the carving shed.

Want more attendance at your meeting or event? Send information for Roundup to wrgsent@gmail.com or

call 907-874-2301.

The Way We Were in the sentinel 100, 75, 50 and 25 years ago.

Nov. 23,1922

J. Stockley Ligon, who was
sent to Alaska by the US. Bi-
ological Survey to investigate
wolf attacks, came to town this
week, having caught six wolves
- four on Kupreanof and two on
Zarembo. Ligon is not so much
concerned in actual trapping as
in making an investigation and
working out plans and develop-
ing methods that are applicable
in Alaska. The $150 that has been
raised locally could be spent in
no better way than by sending
out some reliable local man with

High Tides Low Tides

AM PM AM PM

Time Ft Time Ft Time Ft Time Ft
Nov.24 00:45 15.7 12:28 189 0615 20 0657 -38
Nov.25 0129 156 01.08 18.8 0654 24 0740 -37
Nov.26 0215 153 0151 18.4 07:37 29 0826 -32
Nov.27 03:04 147 0239 175 08:25 36 0917 -22
Nov.28 03:58 142 03:33 16.2 0921 43 1013 -1
Nov.29 0500 13.8 04:39 148 10229 49 116 01
Nov.30 0611 13.8 0601 13.6 M49 49

Daylight

Hours
Date Sunrise  Sunset Hours
Nov.23 T:45a 326p 0T:41h
Nov.24  T:47a 3:25p 07:38h
Nov.25 T:48a  323p 07:3sh
Nov.26  7:50a 322p 07:3th
Nov.27 T52a 32lp 07:28h
Nov.28 T:54a 320p 07:25h
Nov.29 T:56a 319 07:22h

Ligon to learn how wolves can
be most successfully trapped.

Nov. 21, 1947

Wrangell residents are again
reminded and urged to register
for the city directory which is to
be published soon in conjunc-
tion with a telephone directory
by the Wrangell Telephone Co.
It is emphasized that it is not
necessary to have a telephone
for your name to appear in the
directory, and there is no charge
for listing your name. The US.
Signal Corps is helping out in
collecting names, as it will aid
them in delivering telegrams by
having a city directory. The city
directory is a new free service
given Wrangell by the telephone
company. Leave your name and
street address at The Sentinel,
the telephone company or the
Signal Corps station.

Nov. 24,1972

The city power plant put the
first of four 1,250-kilowatt gen-
erators on the line last Saturday.
All four of the generators are ex-
pected to be in operation by next
summer, said E. W. Huntemann,
power plant superintendent.
Addition of the four generators -
purchased by the city from lowa

Light and Power Co. at a cost of
$100,000 - to the existing gener-
ation will give the community a
peak power capability of 7,750
kilowatts, Huntemann said. In
all, seven diesel-fired generators
will be available to the city when
the upgrade is completed. Total
cost of the project is estimated
to be $450,000 and is covered by
bond funds, said Joyce Rasler,
acting city manager.

Nov. 20,1997

“What amazed me most of all
is how far advanced Wrangell
schools were in relation to the
rest of the state, said Janelle
Privett, upon returning from
the Association of Alaska School
Boards state conference last
week. Privet and other Wrangell
school board members returned
from the Nov. 8-11 meetings stat-
ing a renewed recognition that
Wrangell schools and the com-
munity are on the innovative
front line. The Wrangell board
discovered that their local plan
for asset building was of great in-
terest to other communities and,
as a result, the group spoke to the
assembly as well as to other rep-
resentatives about the process of
developing and implementing
community assets.
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Borough to seek community input on 6-Mile mill site development

By CAROLEINE JAMES
Sentinel reporter

At the municipal election Oct. 4,
Wrangell voters authorized the borough
to sell or lease the 6-Mile mill site, a 39-
acre parcel of land on Zimovia High-
way. As they explore options for devel-
oping the land, borough officials will
seek community feedback at an upcom-
ing public forum.

The forum represents an effort to “look
at what the community would like to see
out there,” said Economic Development
Director Carol Rushmore. How does the
community think the property can best
be utilized for its benefit, she asked.

At the Oct. 19 meeting of the borough'’s
Economic Development Committee,
members decided that the forum would
be most useful if attendees had the op-

portunity to learn more about the prop-
erty before making suggestions for its
use. “Every piece of information we have
needs to be out to the public before tak-
ing public comment,” said Joan Sargent.
The first development step, she sug-
gested, should be “educating the public
about the property and its potential and
its disadvantages.”

In that vein, Rushmore plans to post
information sheets about the property
on the borough’s website, wrangell.com,
in the coming days, for forum attendees
and community members to access.

The property is “one of the last existing
deepwater industrial sites available for
development options in Southeast Alas-
ka,” according to borough documents
submitted by Rushmore. Other deep-
water sites in the area are often home to
cruise ship docks or industrial parks, like

those in Craig and Sitka.

Currently, Channel Construction uses
portions of the property for a scrap metal
recycling business that operates through-
out Southeast. The borough assembly
deferred selling any of the land to owner
William “Shorty” Tonsgard Jr. or provid-
ing him with a long-term lease until they
could determine a comprehensive plan
for the site. The upcoming forum will be
a part of that effort.

At its Nov. 8 meeting, the borough
assembly unanimously approved a res-
olution to allow Borough Manager Jeff
Good to finalize a short-term lease with
Channel Construction so that operations
can continue while the borough develops
its property plan.

Regardless of what community mem-
bers and borough officials decide, devel-
opment will pose some challenges. The

property’s surface conditions are varied
and its waterfront bulkhead is failing,
Rushmore wrote in a statement to the
assembly. “Potential uses vary and may
or may not be compatible with Channel
Construction’s proposed use.”

The site is the former home of sawmills
going back decades, most recently Silver
Bay Logging, which shut down opera-
tions in 2008.

The forum will take place on Dec. 14
in the Nolan Center at 5:30 p.m. Chris
Mertl, a landscape architect with Ju-
neau-based Corvus Design, will facili-
tate the meeting. Mertl has worked on a
variety of Wrangell projects, including
the Mariners” Memorial, the Mt. Dewey
trail extension and the waterfront mas-
ter plan.

Rushmore will retire in April as economic development director

By CAROLEINE JAMES
Sentinel reporter

Soon after Carol Rushmore stepped into her role as
economic development director in 1993, Wrangell's
economic landscape changed forever. The sawmill,
which had been the borough’s economic mainstay
since the mid-1950s, shut down, setting off a chain
reaction of job losses and business closures that af-
fected the entire community.

“We lost 20% of our workforce overnight,” Rush-
more said. “It was extremely bad for a good 10 years.”

But 29 years and countless grant applications,
public forums and infrastructure projects later,
Rushmore is planning to retire, leaving the commu-
nity in a better economic situation than when she
found it, she suggested.

“There is so much opportunity right now,” Rush-
more said. Major projects at the former 6-Mile mill
property and Alder Top Village (Keishangita.’aan)
Subdivision (former Wrangell Institute property)
could be on their way in the coming years. During
her final few months at the borough, she will collab-
orate with community members, area stakeholders
and other borough officials to “figure out what the
community wants to see and make happen” at po-
tential development sites.

Over the years, Rushmore has been involved in
bringing many of the services that borough residents
enjoy to fruition, including the Marine Service Cen-
ter, Nolan Center and Heritage Harbor.

The job is about collaboration, she explained. “The
community, the organizations, everybody pullin,
together and asking, ‘How can we make Wrangell
survive? — to me, that is the key.” She strives to
understand and implement the community’s vision,
translating their dreams for the future into grant pro-
posals, zoning codes, development policies and tour-
ism marketing strategies.

She also collaborates with organizations
throughout the state through her involvement in
the Southeast Conference and Southeast Alaska
Tourism Council.

The borough relies on grant funds to finance major
infrastructure projects, but this funding has become
increasingly difficult to obtain in recent years as the
state bud}g1et has become tighter, forcing municipali-
ties into the competitive federal grant pool.

Through the efforts of the borough’s primary
grant-writers, Rushmore and Capital Facilities Di-
rector Amber Al-Haddad, the borough has received
$18.7 million in grant and loan funds for a $24.7 mil-
lion worth of capital improvement projects

“They broke the mo{)d when they made Carol,”
Assemblymember Bob Dalrymple said at the Nov.
8 assembly meeting. “We’re not going to find an-
other Carol.”

During Rushmore’s tenure, the economic develop-
ment director job description has grown into a three-
page document with 35 qualifications and 13 respon-
sibilities, many of which include sub-responsibilities.
The first bullet point in the director’s list of duties

includes nine different action words.

“This position wears multiple hats,” Rushmore
said, which include tourism development, econom-
ic development and planning and zoning. “In a lot
of communities, you would have individuals for all
these roles.” The assembly discussed distributing the
list of responsibilities across two separate jobs at its
Nov. 8 meeting, but decided against it.

In the coming weeks and months, the borough
hopes to identify a candidate who can bring their
own unique abilities and experience to the role. Ap-
plications are now open for a new economic develop-
ment director. The borough will begin reviewing ap-
plications around early December in hopes of hiring
someone well before Rushmore leaves in April. That
way, she will be able to train the incoming director
for a few months before they step into her shoes.

Rushmore moved to Wrangell from Oregon, where
she had lived with her husband for about four years
while working with the Columbia River Estuary
Study Taskforce. Once she retires, she plans to start
chipping away at her bucket list. The list, which is
over three pages long, should keep her occupied for
the foreseeable future.

Rushmore has one piece of advice for her successor
- listen to the community. Being the economic devel-
opment director means adapting to Wrangell’s ev-
er-changing economic environment and responding
to the needs of residents and local businesses in real
time. “It's never a dull moment,” she said.

Silver Liningz Boutique to close next month after nearly six years in business

By Marc Lurz
Sentinel editor

On Dec. 17, a downtown shop
will turn off the open sign for
good.

Silver Liningz Boutique is
closing after nearly six years in
business, leaving customers to
find their sassy fashions some-
where else.

A myriad of reasons led to
the decision, said owner Terie
Loomis, who will be entering
her second retirement.

“I've already retired once
from corporate America back
in 2012. Then we moved here
and decided to open the bou-
tique,” Loomis said. “I've re-
tired twice now and (my hus-
band is) jealous.”

Her husband, Mike Loomis,
works in the oil industry and is
eyeing retirement in a few years,
and closing the shop is one of
the steps they are taking toward
full-blown retirement together.
But it’s not the only reason.

“There is a multitude of rea-
sons behind closing. We have a
lot of things going on, personal-
ly, a lot of irons in the fire,” she
said. “I have my two kids left
at home graduating this year,
so then we're going to be emp-
ty-nesters. My parents are aging
and I would like to spend more
time up in that area (Kenai).
And, of course, we have grand-
kids up in that area.”

Loomis has two adult chil-
dren in the Kenai area as well.

The family usually closes
the shop and heads north for
Christmas in early December,
but this year Loomis is keeping

Silver Liningz open as close to
Christmas as possible to help
people with their shopping
needs. To that end, everything
in the shop is 50% off. She car-
ries women’s fashions, tops,
jeans, hats, accessories, mugs
and many other items.

Getting those items hasn’t
always been easy in the years
since COVID-19 hit, she said.
She noticed wholesale prices
increased to retail price levels,
forcing her to be more selective
in what she purchased for the
shop. “I'm not going to choose
something that I'll have to boost
the prices for my customers be-
cause one, l wouldn’t want to do
that to them, and two, who can
afford that?”

Delays in shipping made
it harder to get products and
some of her vendors closed up
shop, Loomis said. Some items
were on backorder and never
received.

Despite the challenges of run-
ning a business on her own,
Loomis said she will miss the
customers more than anything.

“Everyone who walks in
here tells me how sad they are
to see me go,” she said. “I'll be
in the grocery store, and they’ll
say, ‘Oh, I'm so sorry!” They
say it like it’s a sad thing for
me, but for me, it’s the closing
of a chapter.”

One of her longtime custom-
ers, Dorthea Rooney, who has
shopped there since Loomis
opened, said she’ll miss the
items, but she’ll miss the expe-
rience and friendly atmosphere
more than anything,.

“I'm sad that we'll be losing

(the shop). Walking into her
store is like walking into a chic
boutique, it's like my dream
walk-in closet,” Rooney said. “I
know they are so family orient-
ed. I will miss her store but I'm
happy for her that she’s on a dif-
ferent adventure now.”

Rooney said she didn’t shop
a lot at Silver Liningz, “but buy-
ing her products was a treat be-
cause I got to visit with her.”

Loomis said she’ll also miss
the laughter of her customers.

“l love bringing fun, sassy
things to Wrangell, and hav-
ing people come in and laugh,”
Loomis said. “People will come
in and read the little sayings (on
hats and other items) and they’ll
laugh. I feed off of that. When
they’re laughing, I'm laughing
at what they're laughing at be-
cause it just brings it to the sur-
face again.”

Closing the shop will also
mean she has more freedom
to do the things she wants like
spending time with her hus-
band when he’s off work, go-
ing fishing when the weather is
amenable or traveling.

“I like the beach and like to
be able to enjoy the sunshine,”

Silver Liningz Boutique
owner Terie Loomis
has decided it's time to
retire, again, and will be
closing down her shop
next month.

PHOTO BY MARC LUTZ/
WRANGELL SENTINEL

Loomis said. “Eventually, we'd
like to travel worldwide. Wejust
went to Israel back in the spring,
so I would like to venture out to
Europe and see Spain, France,
Italy. There’s so much in the
world to see and such little time
to see it. And I want to do it
while I'm young.”
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HOURS -Main MON-SAT 9:00-5:30
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(EXCLUDING XTRATUF)
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FROM THE PUBLISHER EDITORIAL

Palin can’t win, that’s why she lost

By LARRY PERSILY
Publisher

Former governor, former vice presidential can-
didate and perpetual self-promoter Sarah Palin
now believes the old ways are the best ways
when it comes to elections. She was the first Alas-
kan to sign a petition last week to put a repeal of
ranked-choice voting on the ballot.

After losing her bid to serve in the U.S. House,
Palin is attacking the election process rather than
just admitting she isn’t that good of a candidate.

It’s like a hockey player who
can’t skate, blaming the ice for
being too slippery.

“Ranked choice voting is
the weirdest, most convoluted
and most complicated voter
suppression tool that Alaskans
could have come up with. And
the point is, we didn’t come up
with this. We were sold a bill of
goods,” Palin told a group gath-
ered at an Anchorage church
last week. Even though voters
in 2020 approved the switch
to ranked-choice voting, Palin
figures Alaskans were unduly
influenced by an expensive

campaign funded by Outside money. She is right,
there is too much money in politics, but wrong to
believe another expensive campaign to overturn

voting reform is the solution.

The answer to good elections is better candidates
who appeal to a wide range of voters, not marginal
candidates who can only win in a crowded field
where no one needs to get 50% support.

Despite all her campaigning over the past six
months, despite all her claims and pep rallies and
Trump’s endorsement, her degrading comments
about her Republican opponent, her attacks on
President Joe Biden and anyone else she thought

would get her a headline, Palin just didn’t get
enough votes to win anything. Fact is, she received

1

The answer to
good elections is better
candidates who appeal to
a wide range of voters, not
marginal candidates who
can only win in a crowded
tield where no one needs
to get 50% support.”

a lower percentage of votes (26%) in the Nov. 8
general election for U.S. House than she did in the
August special election (31%) to fill the remaining
five months of the late Don Young's term.

Palin didn’t lose because of ranked-choice vot-
ing; she lost because three-quarters of Alaskans
voted for someone else. She lost because her sup-
port declined between August and November.
She lost because her campaign was nothing more

than a string of personal attacks
and simplistic explanations of
complex problems.

She lost because tens of
thousands of Alaska voters have
turned against her in the 16 years
since she won election as governor
with 48% of the vote — almost
twice the percentage she received
in the Nov. 8 U.S. House election.

Advocates who want to toss out
ranked-choice voting would need
to collect more than 40,000 signa-
tures from registered voters to put
the question on a statewide ballot.
That would be about as many
votes as Palin received in the June

special primary election for the U.S. House — the
first of the three elections she lost this year.
Rather than lose a fourth time, it'd be smarter

for Palin to drop her bid to overturn ranked-

choice voting. Alaskans approved it in 2020; they
used it this year and polling indicates most are
happy with it; and other than a couple of sore
losers, candidates seem to have accepted it as the
way of future elections.

The best candidates who appeal to the most
voters win under ranked-choice elections. That
wasn’t Palin, and that’s her fault, not that of the
election process.

THE EDITOR’S DESK

Getting active in community makes a difference

By Marc Lurz
Sentinel editor

Back in March, I wrote a col-
umn about being a converted
sports junkie. It detailed my ap-
preciation for high school sports,
and I believe it's what spurred me
to get more involved in the com-
munity since people still remark
on it nearly nine months later.

On Nov. 15, the last session
was held for the I Toowu Klat-
seen group. Before the final
meeting, a make-up run took
place for the kids who had
missed the previous week’s
5-kilometer fun run. It was the
culmination of around 10 weeks
of meetings and practices — and
I nearly missed all of it.

Sometime last year, Kay Lar-
son got wind that I was an en-
durance runner because when
you're a runner, you tell every-
one — except those annoying
vegans; they never stop talking
about being vegan. She came
by the office and asked if I was
willing to be involved in the
program, which teaches third
through fifth graders about
things like respect, strength,
community and caring about
others. They learn Tlingit words
and phrases. They get active
and run. It ends with the kids
running the 3.1-mile distance.

I didn’t quite grasp the con-
cept at the time and didn’t think
I'd be the right fit to coach.
Thankfully, Kay is persistent and

dedicated to making Wrangell
a better place to live, and I soon
relented. Scheduling conflicts
arose, planning meetings were
held, and eventually we agreed
on a time and date to start.

We were off and running.
Kind of.

Initially, there were more kids
wanting to attend than we had
space to accommodate. Some of
the children started strong, then
decided not to return. By the end,
we had nine regular attendees.

Throughout the program,
Kim Wickman brought the kids
into a sharing circle and talked
about different values. Virginia
Oliver taught them Tlingit and
shared cultural stories. I made
them run and question their
decisions, much like attending
a monthly meeting of local veg-
ans. Kay, Virginia, Kim and the
other program volunteers Joan
Sargent and Artha DeRuyter
all kept moving and encour-
aged the kids by participating in
warm-up exercises and walking
alongside the kids for practices.

Side note: If you want to be
shown up in yoga moves, invite
Virginia to participate. I've never
felt so inflexible or unbalanced
compared to someone else.

TheIToowt Klatseen program
is the most I've been involved in
a community program in a long
time. Journalists typically don't
volunteer for such things in the
same areas they cover. It helps
to maintain a sense of fairness in

our reporting. For example, if I sit
on the board of an organization
which is suddenly embroiled in
scandal, how could I fairly report
on that situation?

But it's different in a small
town like Wrangell. Not only
are we charged with telling the
stories of the community, we're
part of that community. It's im-
portant that we get involved.
It's important that everyone get
involved where possible.

I'm often amazed at how many
different boards or committees
Joan Sargent is a part of, but that's
what getting involved looks like.
It's not that she doesn’t have any-
thing better to do, it’s that she
wants to make a difference.

As the running program was
nearing its end, a public notice
was posted about the Parks and
Recreation Department advisory
board in need of one more mem-
ber. I pondered it and wondered
if I should write a letter of intent
to join. I hemmed and hawed at
first, but the thought occurred to
me, “If not me, who?” I believe
we should all have that thought
and get involved to make a dif-
ference where we can.

And if you don’t think it makes
a difference, just ask kids who re-
cently completed a 5K run/walk
for the first time and got a nifty
wooden medal for their efforts.

I'look forward to being on the
advisory board and helping to
get Wrangell active as much as
possible.

Borough smart to cut
asking price for hospital

When you're trying to sell an unlivable house that needs an
awful lot of expensive work — a fixer-upper, as it’s politely
called — you keep dropping the price until someone comes
along who wants the property and can afford to completely
rebuild or maybe tear down and build a new home on the lot.

No matter what you think that worn-down house with all
its problems and unusable floor plan is worth in memories, it’s
only really worth what someone else can make of it.

The unused former Wrangell hospital is that fixer-upper,
which is costing the borough nearly $100,000 a year to heat,
keep dry and insured. There are better ways to spend money.

The borough has been trying for the better part of the year to sell
the building and land for a minimum asking price of $830,000, but
it's had no takers. Not even inquiries when it was listed on a na-
tional surplus property website. Seeing the futility of going another
year with the full-price sticker hanging on the front door, borough
officials have recommended that the assembly cut the asking price

to $470,000, which is the appraised value of the land only.

It's an acknowledgment that the walls and roof and plumbing
of the former hospital probably have no value, at least not to
a developer. The value is in the land and what could be done
with it. If a buyer can find a use for the walls and doors and
anything else, good for them. But expecting they would pay
almost $400,000 to buy the constructed lumber, plasterboard,
metal roofing, wiring and plumbing was not realistic. Dropping
the asking price to the land value is a smart move.

Cutting the price and turning over the sales job to a real estate
agent requires an ordinance. The assembly was scheduled to
hear the ordinance in first reading on Tuesday, with a public
hearing and assembly vote set for Dec. 20.

The ordinance wisely states: “The borough assembly has
determined that lowering the listing price accords with the
public’s interest to sell the property qulckly to avoid incur-

ring further maintenance and utility costs.

That pretty well

sums up the issue in one sentence.

The ordinance includes another sentence that doubles down
on wisdom: “The borough, in its discretion, may entertain
offers less than the listing price, but such an offer shall be justi-
fied for the pur 1poses of economic development.”

e

It's smart to

ave open the option to take less than the

land value if the buyer, for example, is willing to commit to
building housing that is sorely needed to attract and retain
new empl ﬁees or Wrangell businesses. The real value in

the former

ospital property is what it can do for the com-

munity long term, not a one-time deposit to the borough
checkbook. The assembly should adopt the ordinance, let a
real estate aigent work at finding a buyer, and then consider

any plausib

Restrooms

Continued from page 1

have all been involved in the
planning effort, since the re-
strooms will be placed on
land that Samson Tug and
Barge leases from the harbor.
Partly in response to com-
pany stipulations and partly
to improve the amenities for
visitors, the Public Works
Department will place a
fence between the restroom
and barge areas. It may also
install benches and trash
cans nearby.

Caitlin Cardinell, executive
director of the Stikine River
Jet Boat Association, present-
ed the issue at a borough as-
sembly meeting last spring.
“When a thousand people
flood into town,” Cardinell
said, “one of the most com-
mon questions I get asked is,
‘Where are the restrooms?””

“If the city continues
to move forward with its
downtown waterfront plan,”
she added, “having more ac-
cessible and a higher num-
ber of public restrooms is
paramount.” The borough

e offer that helps the community.

— Wrangell Sentinel

developed its waterfront
master plan with contractor
Corvus Design in 2015. The
plan involves short, middle
and long-term development
goals, including an elevated
boardwalk along the water-
front and a park where the
freight yard is currently lo-
cated.

It was too late in the season
for public works to imple-
ment their mobile restroom
plan last summer, but the
restrooms should be ready
for the upcoming tourism
season.

Airline and cruise ship
tourist numbers increased
steadily between 2012 and
2019. After a sharp drop in
2020, numbers have begun
to rise toward pre-pandemic
levels. In 2019, Wrangell saw
21,540 cruise ship passengers
and 14,637 airline passen-
gers.

“We get pretty busy and
cruise ships are only going
to increase and continue,”
Wetor said. The project will
help the borough “get ahead
of the curve.”
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Legislature to hear two renewable energy proposals at upcoming session

By CAROLEINE JAMES
Sentinel reporter

Renewable energy advocates will try
again at next year’s legislative session
to win approval for extending the life
of the state’s Renewable Energy Fund
and creating a “green bank” to help fi-
nance clean-energy projects.

The Renewable Energy Fund (REF)
provides grants for renewable ener
projects via a competitive process. The
fund was established in 2008 with an
initial investment of $100 million, plus
additional deposits over the years.

The program ends in 2023, unless ex-
tended by lawmakers. Legislators con-
vene in Juneau on Jan. 17.

Over 100 REF-funded projects are
currently in operation and 44 are in de-
velopment, according to Alaska Ener-
gy Authority documents. Past projects
include a wind system in Kwigillingok,
a coastal community west of Bethel;
hydro power in Chignik Lagoon, about
250 miles west of Kodiak; and a bio-
mass boiler in Thorne Bay.

However, uncertainty about the
fund’s future have jeopardized its abil-
ity to continue underwriting such proj-
ects. In 2015, the state’s yearly contri-
bution dropped from $25 million to $10
million, and in the spring of 2016 the
fund received nothing due to budget
cuts. In 2012, the Legislature extended
the Renewable Energy Fund to 2023.

“For a lot of reasons, from climate
change to the rising cost of diesel, now

is a really bad time for the Renewable
Energy Fund to expire,” said Matt
Jackson, climate program manager at
the Southeast Alaska Conservation
Council (SEACC). His organization is
advocating to “extend and expand”
the Renewable Energy Fund, giving
it a $50 million annug?]budget or the
next 10 years.

“The cost of diesel has been exorbi-
tant the last year and it can be reall
crippling for the economies of (small
communities),” said Jackson. “Invest-
ments in REF would help save the state
money in the long-term.”

The program’s state funding has
fluctuated over the years. In 2022, the
state’s contribution to the REF was
$4.75 million. This level of funding
“does not go very far in rural Alaska,”
Jackson said. He estimated that $1 mil-
lion could implement “maybe a small-
ish wind turbine.”

“There’s a backlog of projects that
need this funding,” Jackson said. SE-
ACC hopes to avoid even “a single
year gap” in grant opportunities for
renewable energy projects.

However, as gtﬁe state budget tight-
ens and grant programs become less
feasible, lawmakers are exploring loan
financing options to fund renewable
energy projects, like a green bank,
which could be up for legislative dis-
cussion next year. Green banks help
secure capital for clean-energy projects
to “maximize clean energy adoption,”
according to the Coalition for Green

Capital. A green bank in Alaska would
“de-risk clean energy projects and get
those private partners involved in en-
ergy financing,” Donovan Russoniel-
lo, Renewable Energy Alaska Project
outreach director, said at SEACC’s Cli-
mate and Energy Community Forum
Nov. 15.

He shared an anecdote that REAP
Executive Director Chris Rose often
uses to explain the functions of green
banks. If Rose goes to the bank with
great credit, Russoniello explained, he
can only get an 8% interest loan for
solar panels to be paid off over five
years. With the help of a green bank, he
could get a 5% interest loan to be paid
off over 10 years, since the green bank
would “(reduce) the risks and (get)
banks involved.”

As of 2021, the 21 green banks in the
United States had collectively generat-
ed $7 billion in investments since 2011,
according to a Green Bank Industry
Report.

In Alaska, the proposed institution
could “scale out what we could do in
terms of residential energy and rooftop
solar,” Russoniello said.

In 2021, Gov. Mike Dunleavy intro-
duced legislation that would have es-
tablished an Alaska green bank called
the Alaska Energgl Independence
Fund. The proposal failed to win legis-
lative approval, but the issue likely will
come back next year.

Environmental advocacy groups,
like the Fairbanks Climate Action Co-

School funding

Continued from page 1

on the position of paying out
large dividends.

In addition, opponents of
boosting state funding for
schools seem to always bring
up low student tests scores as a
reason to deny more money un-
til they see better results, said
the representative, who taught
for 32 years before retiring.
“You're not going to solve that
problem by cutting education,”
Ortiz answered.

“Flat funding really is educa-
tion cuts, year after year after
year after year,” Jim Anderson,
chief financial officer of the An-
chorage School District, said
in an interview with the Alas-
ka Beacon news website last
month.

It's not just school districts
that will be asking lawmakers
for more money next year, said
Sitka Sen. Bert Stedman, who
also represents Wrangell. High
inflation is driving up budgets
for a lot of public services, in-
cluding schools.

Stedman, who served last
session as co-chair of the Senate
Finance Committee, said legis-
lators can expect to see flat state
revenue and strong upward
pressure on spending when
they convene in January.

Although a bill to increase
the state funding formula for
schools would be a relatively
simple math exercise, Stedman
worries that some lawmakers

would seize it as an opportuni-
ty to rewrite major pieces of the
program, transferring educa-
tion dollars from rural areas of
the state to urban centers. The
senator commented last year
that urban legislators are gain-
ing influence as they hold more
seats in the House and Senate.

“That doesn’t excite much
of us in rural Alaska at all,” he
said of risking a rewrite of the
funding formula rather than
merely boosting the per-stu-
dent dollar number.

And though school districts
around the state are lamenting
the end of federal pandemic re-
lief aid that helped cover bud-
get holes the past few years,
Stedman said there will not be
much sympathy among some
legislators for that plea. Dis-
tricts knew the pandemic mon-
ey was ending, he said, and
were warned not to assume the
state would step in and replace
the federal aid when it is ex-
hausted.

Wrangell, which lost signif-
icant enrollment in the first
year of the pandemic, has been
helped by a state program to
assist districts adjust to less
funding. But the end of those
state payments to help shield
Wrangell from the revenue
loss of declining enrollment
will mean $100,000 less in
state funding for the 2023-2024
school year, Tammy Strom-
berg, school district business
manager, said last week. The

| can help you make sure your coverage is up-to-date. Contact me today.

Email: shannon@p-wins.com

“If you let people borrow your car,
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Shannon Howard,
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Toll Free: (800) 478-3858, Fax: (907) 802-3225

final year of federal pandem-
ic money will help for 2023-
2024, she said, but after that the
budget gap gets wider. “Then,
things have got to change,” she
said.

The district is using about
$300,000 in federal aid to help
balance the budget this year.

Anchorage is among the most
financially stressed school dis-
tricts in the state, with planning
underway to close as many as
six schools next year due to
funding gaps and declining en-
rollment.

“We’ve been able to stave off
what Anchorage has been go-
ing through,” Stromberg said,
but the Wrangell district still
needs a long-term plan that bal-
ances the budget.

Ketchikan Specialty Clinics.
Stay Hometown Healthy, Close To Home.

In addition to our outstanding local specialty Orthopedics, General
Surgery, and Obstetrics & Gynecology teams, PeaceHealth is pleased to
host specialty clinics in Ketchikan for your convenience. Get your expert
specialty care close to home, call for your appointment today.

alition, took issue with Dunleavy’s
plan to house the green bank within
the Alaska Industrial Development
and Export Authority (AIDEA), which
has been criticized for poor investment
decisions and lack of transparency.
AIDEA officials deny the claims.

AIDEA has been heavily involved in
financing resource extraction projects,
such as oil and mining. “We don’t see
them (AIDEA) being a driver of the
real change we need ... toward renew-
able energy and regenerative econo-
mies,” said Arleigh Hitchcock of the
Fairbanks Climate Action Coalition.

The state finance agency has a history
of frequent executive sessions on spend-
ing decisions. “There are laws that need
to be followed,” Alyssa Sappenfield, of
the Fairbanks group, said of AIDEA’s in-
adequate public process.

A green bank proposal for the up-
coming legislative session has not been
finalized, but SEACC has released a
petition urging lawmakers to “do the
green bank right.” The petition sug-
gests housing the institution within
the Alaska Housing Finance Corp. in-
stead of AIDEA, funding projects that
will reduce greenhouse gas emissions,
subjecting the bank to legislative over-
sight, establishing an independent
board that would include rural, Alaska
Native, and green energy sector repre-
sentatives, and allocating at least 35%
of funds to rural communities.
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Ongoing worker shortage drags down Alaska economy

By YERETH ROSEN
Alaska Beacon

Alaska’s economy shows signs of pros-
perity. But it’s also facing an emerging
crisis.

A veteran economist described these
contradictory forces in a presentation
Nov. 16 at an industry conference in An-
chorage.

“We have the strangest and weirdest
economy that I've ever seen, and I've
been following the economy for a long,
long time,” Neal Fried of the Alaska De-
partment of Labor told the Resource De-
velopment Council for Alaska.

By many measures, Alaska’s economy
is in good shape, said Fried, whose eco-
nomic presentations have become a sta-
ple at the annual RDC conferences.

Unemployment was down to 3.5% at
the end of summer, compared to a high
of 12.2% in May of 2020, he said. Alas-
kans” incomes have been rising steadily
since 2010, he said. Oil prices, key to state
revenues, have shot up.

But there is a stubborn problem that is
dragging down the Alaska economy as a
whole: The dearth of workers needed to
keep companies and industries function-
ing normally.

Blame Alaska’s demographic facts,
Fried said. The state’s working-age pop-
ulation, considered to be between the
ages of 15 and 64, is shrinking,.

“It's just kind of math, and why this
problem isn’t necessarily going to go
away too soon,” he said, displaying
graphs created by state demographers.
“You can see that population is just sim-
ply smaller in Alaska, and has gotten
smaller, and probably will continue to
get a little smaller into the future.”

The problem is less about young peo-
ple exiting Alaska - something that has
been common in the highly mobile state
- but more about the reduction in young
people moving in, he said. Thanks to the
resulting net out-migration that has oc-
curred over the past nine years, Alaska
has had the steepest decline in that pop-
ulation segment of all states except West
Virginia and Wyoming, he pointed out.

For various reasons, the post-pandem-
ic economic recovery in Alaska has also
lagged progress in all but three other
states, and that is part of why Alaska is
not attracting young workers from the
Lower 48, he said. “When you can find
opportunity close to home, you are not
necessarily going to move. And that’s
had a big impact on us. As long as that is
what’s going on, as long as the rest of the
country’s economy is performing better
than us or doing relatively well, it's go-
ing to be really hard to attract that work-
force to Alaska,” he said.

The shortage of workers predates the
COVID-19 pandemic, he said. It was ev-
ident in Alaska employment statistics
from 2016 to 2018, a time of both reces-
sion and tight labor markets in the state,
he said. “One characteristic of a reces-
sion, typically, is you have a lot of people
that can’t find jobs. That did not happen
during that recession,” he said.

Meanwhile, those working adults who
are in Alaska are aging, Fried said.

“Let’s face it: This was a Baby Boomer
state,” he said. The biggest population
influx was in the oil boom years of the
1970s and 1980s, he said. “A lot of you in
this room with gray hair or no hair had
a lot of hair then, and that’s when you
came. And you stayed. But you aged,”
told the audience.

Fried ran through summaries of some
key industries’ performances and out-
looks, and the picture was mixed. Oil and
gas employment that peaked at 15,300 in
2015 was down to 7,500 this year, despite
the high oil prices. Mining employment,
in contrast, has been steadily rising, de-
spite the pandemic. The tourism indus-
try, hard-hit by COVID-19, is well on the
way to recovery, he said. But the com-
mercial fishing industry is expected to
take a serious hit from the crash of crab
stocks in the Bering Sea and the subse-
quent closures of most Bering Sea crab
fishing.

An analysis of industry sectors and
their 10-year job outlooks was pub-
lished in the October issue of the depart-
ment’s monthly magazine, Alaska Labor
Trends. A detailed forecast for 2023 is in
the works, Fried said.

The challenge of attracting workers
and filling key jobs was a theme repeat-
ed through the first day of the two-day
conference.

The oil industry is among those affect-
ed both by the inability of contractors to
find key workers like truck drivers and
by staff shortages in regulatory agencies,
said Kara Moriarty, executive director
of the Alaska Oil and Gas Association.
There are backlogs for air quality per-
mits, for example, not because of any de-
liberate slow-rolling at the state Depart-
ment of Environmental Conservation but
because “there’s just not the personnel to
issue those permits,” she said.

One session was devoted to discussion
of possible workforce solutions.

Former Gov. Sean Parnell, who is now
chancellor of the University of Alaska
Anchorage, spoke in the session about
accelerated education opportunities like

the Alaska Native Science and Engineer-
ing Program, or ANSEP, which allows
secondary students to start earning col-
lege credits and offers academic enrich-
ment to students as young as elementary
ages.

Others discussed opportunities for vo-
cational and technical training, which for
rural Alaskans includes necessary hous-
ing.
Joelle Hall, president of the AFL-CIO
of Alaska, described outreach to military
service members who are on the verge
of discharge. “We're going to have more
and more people exiting the military
who are looking for a reason to stay,” she
said. “They seem like great catches.”

Tim Dillon, executive director of the
Kenai Peninsula Economic Development
District, called for broader support of
young workers. “Transportation, hous-
ing and child care need to be part of the
conversation,” he said.

Dave Karp, an executive with a trans-
portation company who is finishing up
a term chairing the nonprofit Alaska
Resource Education organization, said
he feels fortunate that his four children
returned to Alaska after graduating from
college in the Lower 48. But getting more
young people to come to Alaska or stay
here will require investments in quality
of life that go beyond financial incentives
like low taxes and loan-forgiveness pro-
grams, said Karp, who moderated the
session. “Look at that entire universe and
look at it holistically,” he said.

The Alaska Beacon is an independent, do-
nor-funded news organization. Alaskabea-
con.com.

Annual Audubon Christmas bird count scheduled for mid-December

Economy

By CAROLEINE JAMES
Sentinel reporter

Though you might not
find four «calling birds,
three french hens, two tur-
tle doves and a partridge in
a pear tree in the rainforest
ecosystems of the Tongass,
there can be no doubt that
counting birds is a quintes-
sential Christmas activity.
On Dec. 17, Wrangell’s avi-
an enthusiasts will partici-
pate in Audubon’s 123rd an-
nual Christmas Bird Count.

Over 20 countries and
thousands of volunteers
contribute to this early-win-
ter bird census, which runs
from Dec. 14 to Jan. 5 year-
ly. Each community’s bird
count is conducted on a

single calendar day with-
in a 15-mile diameter area,
according to the Audubon
website.

“We count the birds we see
that day and turn it in to the
national record,” explained
Bonnie Demerjian, who has
organized Wrangell’s count
for more than 10 years. Vol-
unteers add to “a long-term
data record about the health
of bird populations and
their habitat.”

The project is an exam-
ple of “citizen science,” in
which members of the pub-
lic collaborate with profes-
sional researchers to gener-
ate new knowledge about
the natural world. “It’s real-
ly important to count birds
because they can give

you a sense of the state of
the environment,” said De-
merjian. “It’s a good feeling
to be able to help a little bit
in that way.”

On the day of the count,
participants pair up to walk
predetermined routes along
the shoreline and, if weath-
er permits, go out in boats
to count seabirds. Then,
they tally the number and
variety of birds they see.

“It requires people to
know a little bit about
birds,” Demerjian said.
However, all would-be vol-
unteers are welcome to join
the count, regardless of
their birdwatching exper-
tise. Demerjian will pair up
newcomers with more ex-
perienced birders to bolster

»AALASKA MARINE HIGHWAY
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community involvement.

About 15 volunteers par-
ticipate each year, on aver-
age.

Joe Delabrue, district
wildlife biologist for the U.S.
Forest Service, compiles the
data that volunteers gather
and submits it to the na-
tional Audubon Society.
“We average about 47 spe-
cies per count, with a total
bird average being around
3,800,” he said. Common
species include eagles, rock
doves, crows, ravens, mal-
lards and grebes. Others,
like yellow-billed loons
and ring-necked ducks, are
more rare.

“l encourage people to
come and join us,” he said.
“You don’t have to be an
expert birder to enjoy this
stuff.” He and his wife, Cor-
ree, are longtime partici-
pants in the count.

Similar Audubon bird
counts, like the Great Back-
yard Bird Count, have been
used to examine the effects
of climate change on mi-
gratory patterns and track
snowy owl population
shifts across the northeast-
ern United States. The Great
Backyard Bird Count takes
place in late February.

To participate, contact
Demerjian at bonniede@ap-
talaska.net.

“Come out and count
some birds,” said Delabrue.

N K ELECTRIC )

Here to serve all
your electrical needs

COMMERCIAL

INDUSTRIAL
RESIDENTIAL

907-874-2770, #21633
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Bill Popp, head of the An-
chorage Economic Develop-
ment Corp., said the report
paints a clear and accurate
picture of the state and An-
chorage’s economic challeng-
es. Net outmigration — more
people leaving Alaska than
coming — is a particular-
ly troublesome issue that
hinders economic recovery
through a lack of available
workers, he said.

“ think it's a call for action to
the community, that we can no
longer say this is a cycle and the
economy will get better next
year,” Popp said. “We have a
lot to be optimistic about, but
we don't have the labor force to
take advantage of those oppor-
tunities that we need to.”

More people have left Alas-
ka than moved here each year
from 2012 to 2021, another
sign of a contracting econo-
my. “Alaska’s average annual
net migration rate between
2015 and 2021 is the lowest of
any state,” the report said.

During that period, Alaska
lost about nine residents for
every 1,000, while the US.
gained about 2.2 residents for
every 1,000.

Popp said the net outmi-
gration of Alaskans has con-
tinued for an unusually long
number of years. The key fac-
tor has been the lack of peo-
ple moving to Alaska, a sit-
uation that can be addressed
with proper investments to
improve services, he said.

“One issue is that our
wages are not as strong as
they used to be,” he said.
“And a lot of (other) cities
and states have reinvested in
themselves, providing great
schools, vibrant downtowns
and community settings and
walkable  neighborhoods,
things that younger genera-
tions are looking for. There’s
a lot of competition for the
labor force nationally and it’s
come full circle that we hav-
en't invested in ourselves.”
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SENTINEL SPORTS

Wrestlers take on their teammates in exh

By MARc Lutz
Sentinel editor

A tournament that originally
pitted the Wrangell High School
wrestling squad against Peters-
burg and Sitka ended with the
Wolves grappling the Wolves.

Two rounds of wrestling,
with a pause for senior appreci-
ation and other accolades, was
held last Saturday in the high
school gym when competitors
from the other schools decided
against the trip due to schedul-
ing, illness and other issues.

“This is really just so people
can see them wrestle,” head

coach Jack Carney said before

Volleyball

Continued from page 1

the matches.

Lucas Schneider took on Dev-
lyn Campbell in the first bout,
followed by Ethan Blatchley
versus Steven Bales and Della
Churchill against Boomchain
Loucks. Campbell and Schnei-
der battled it out for a few
rounds before Campbell won.
Blatchley bested Bales in their
bout, and Loucks won over
Churchill.

Kyan Stead and Ben Houser
went head to head, with Houser
winning. Vanessa Johnson and
Katelynn Gillen battled several
rounds with Gillen emerging
triumphant over her teammate.

The Wrangell
L W] High School
girls volleyball

Blatchley returned to the mat to
take on Cody Barnes and proved
again why he consistently takes
first in his weight class at compe-
titions, though Barnes gave him
a solid run. Schneider then took
on Ian Nelson, with Nelson best-
ing his opponent to end the first
round of competition.

The senior team members
were then recognized. Carney
pointed out that there are no ju-
nior wrestlers this year, so next
year’s squad will be comprised
of freshmen through juniors.
Along with the seniors, former
head coach Jef Rooney was hon-
ored with a plaque for his years
of coaching and leadership.

After the brief ceremony, the
wrestlers returned to the mat,
with Blatchley taking on former
classmate Ryan Rooney in an
alumni matchup. Rooney is a
two-time state champion, hav-
ing graduated in May.

In the second round, Houser
beat Schneider, Churchill beat

ibition matches

PHOTO BY MARC LUTZ/WRANGELL SENTINEL
Wrangell High School head wrestling coach Jack Carney, left,
presents the senior wrestlers with their stats during senior appre-
ciation last Saturday at an exhibition match.

Stead, Campbell beat Loucks,
Johnson beat Gillen in their re-
match, Elias Decker beat Nelson
and Barnes beat Bales.

Rooney then suited up to take
on Blatchley. The two showed
why they’re tough to beat on
the mat. Though Blatchley is still
fresh from training and compet-

ing, Rooney still had a solid back-
ground to rely on. The two were
methodical in their approach but
Blatchley eventually got the best
of Rooney, emerging victorious a
third time that day.

The squad will be off this week-
end and is scheduled to compete
in Petersburg on Dec. 2-3.

-

~

team is this
year’s Division
2Aregional
champion.

Pon't let this dizal
pass you by

PHOTO
COURTESY OF
ALYSSA ALLEN

Wrangell. Whenever the Lady
Wolves would catch up, the
Panthers would power ahead.
The second set was in favor of
Craig, 25 to 18.

Senior Kiara Harrison would
use her height to defend the
net and senior Brodie Gardner
was quick to dive when the ball
cleared Harrison’s reach, but it
wasn’t enough in the third set.
Craig consistently got low and
scrambled for the ball. That hus-
tle was just enough to stay on
top of Wrangell. The third set
was won by Craig, 25 to 23.

Wrangell had one more set to
tie it up and send the match to
five games. At first, the squad
seemed to have more confidence
than the previous two games,
throwing just as much hustle
back at Craig as the Panthers
had thrown at them. Wrangell
led by three points for most
of the game, but it ultimately
wasn’t enough and Craig beat
them 25 to 23, moving on to the
championship game.

Wrangell went on to play
Metlakatla, which beat Kla-
wock just before battling it out
with Wrangell. It only took
three sets for Wrangell to beat
them, 25 to 11, 25 to 16 and 25
to 13. Metlakatla was showing
signs of fatigue in the match,
having just gone five sets in the
Klawock game.

From there, Wrangell went
on to fight for first place against
Craig in the last game of the
night. Wrangell made quick
work of Craig, coming into the
match with confidence and a lot
of energy. They beat the Pan-
thers in the first three sets, scor-
ing 25 to 21, 25 to 18 and 25 to
18. Only one tie-breaking game
to 30 points stood between the
Lady Wolves and the regional
championship title.

Fast-paced  play ensued,
with Craig showing fatigue
and Wrangell surging forward
confidently. Wrangell was two
points away from the win when
they started to make mistakes.

Craig took advantage to close
the point deficit, coming within
six points of Wrangell. The Lady
Wolves rallied and scored the fi-
nal two points to win.

“Craig is pretty senior heavy
and very experienced and I
think we really learned from
(that earlier loss),” head coach
Alyssa Allen told the Ketchikan
Daily News. “We came out a
lot stronger (in the champion-
ship). I think we were just more
focused and had better energy.
We had better communication
and hustle.”

Wrangell and Craig are
scheduled to travel to Palmer to
compete in the state Division 2A
competition Dec. 1-3.
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Dunleavy, Murkowski, Peltola headed to victory today

By JamEs BroOKs
Alaska Beacon

All three incumbents likely clinched
victory in Alaska’s statewide elections
when the Alaska Division of Elections
updated vote count results on Friday
with thousands of additional absentee,
questioned and early ballots from this
fall’s general election.

Final unofficial results will not be
available until 4 p.m. Wednesday, when
the division implements the state’s new
ranked-choice sorting system, but vot-
ing trends have made the results clear in
most races.

With 264,994 votes counted, incum-
bent Republican Gov. Mike Dunleavy
had 50.3% of the vote for governor, well
above his leading challenger, Democrat-
ic candidate Les Gara, who had 24.2%.
Independent candidate Bill Walker had
20.7% and Republican challenger Charlie
Pierce had 4.5%.

Friday was the deadline for absen-
tee ballots sent from within the United
States to arrive and be counted. Ballots
are counted by the elections division’s
five regional offices, and by the end of
the day Friday most offices had finished
counting all ballots that had arrived
through last Wednesday.

A few hundred ballots sent from inter-
national destinations could be added to
the count if they arrive by this Wednes-
day, but it appears all but certain that the
remaining ballots are too few to alter the
governor’s race, where Dunleavy has a
margin large enough that ranked-choice
sorting will not take place.

In races where no candidate earns at
least 50% of the vote, the lowest finisher
is eliminated, and voters who supported
that person have their votes redistributed
to their second choices. That process con-
tinues until only two candidates are left,
and the person with the most votes wins.

In the U.S. Senate and U.S. House rac-
es, no candidate is expected to finish with
more than 50% of the vote.

For U.S. House, Democratic incumbent
Mary Peltola had 48.7% of the vote, ahead
of Republican challengers Sarah Palin
(25.8%) and Nick Begich (23.4%) and Lib-
ertarian challenger Chris Bye (1.7%).

While the combined totals of Palin
and Begich would surpass Peltola’s tal-
ly, a special election in August showed
the number of Begich voters willing to
support Palin with second-choice votes
was too small for her to overtake Peltola.
Pre-election opinion polling showed little
change in opinions since August, and an-
alysts expect Peltola will far exceed 50%

when the ranked-choice tally is calculated.

In the race for U.S. Senate, incumbent
Republican Lisa Murkowski led all chal-
lengers with 43.3%. Her main challenger,
Republican Kelly Tshibaka, led on Elec-
tion Day, but Murkowski erased that
deficit by the end of the day Friday with
late-counted absentee and early votes.
By the end of the day Friday, Tshibaka
had 42.7%, trailing by 1,658 votes out of
259,747 cast in the race.

When ranked-choice voting kicks in,
Murkowski is expected to receive the
majority of the second-choice votes cast
by supporters of the third-place finisher,
Democratic candidate Patricia Chesbro
(10.4%). Many supporters of the fourth-
place finisher, Republican Buzz Kelle
(2.9%), are expected to back Tshibaka,
but even all of those votes would not give
Tshibaka enough to win.

Of the 59 races on the ballot for the
state House and Senate, nine were unre-
solved Friday night, including two in the
state Senate and seven in the state House.

In House District 1, which covers
Wrangell and Ketchikan, incumbent
Rep. Dan Ortiz was comfortably ahead of
challenger Jeremy Bynum, 3,508 to 3,166
as of last Friday.

Among the most politically contested
legislative races in the state, former Re-

publican Senate President Cathy Giessel
narrowly leads a three-way race for a
South Anchorage Senate seat that fea-
tures incumbent Republican Sen. Roger
Holland and Democratic candidate Rose-
Iynn Cacy.

Giessel had 33.6% of the vote, Holland
33.1% and Cacy 32.9% as of Friday night.
Elections officials said they had counted
all early votes, questioned ballots and ab-
sentee ballots received through Wednes-
day, Nov. 16. A relative handful of ballots
remain uncounted in the race, which will
be decided when elections officials calcu-
late ranked-choice sorting on Nov. 23.

Democrats and moderate Republicans
seeking to create a coalition majority in
the Senate have said they are waiting on
the results of Giessel’s race.

“Because of that, there’s really not been
a lot of definitive movement on (Senate
organization),” said Sen. Donny Olson,
D-Golovin, and the only legislator not on
this year’s ballot.

In the state House, two Anchorage rac-
es and one in the Mat-Su had no likely
winner and will wait until this week for
the final count.

The Alaska Beacon is an independent, do-
nor-funded news organization. Alaskabea-
con.com.

Palin first to sign petition to repeal ranked-choice voting

By Iris SAMUELS
Anchorage Daily News

A new group has an-
nounced it will attempt to
do away with ranked-choice
voting in Alaska by ballot ini-
tiative, and former Gov. Sar-
ah Palin was the first to sign
the petition — before the out-
come of her failed congressio-
nal bid ws final.

Alaskans for Honest Gov-
ernment, a political action
committee that formed last
month, hosted an event Nov.
17 where group organizers
launched their effort to collect
signatures to put the question
of reinstating the state’s for-
mer voting system to voters
on the 2024 ballot. Ranked-
choice voting was adopted in
Alaska by ballot initiative in
2020, and first used this year.
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Six days before final results
in Alaska’s U.S. House race
would be known, Palin spoke
to a crowd of several dozen
people at a South Anchorage
church, calling ranked-choice
voting “whack” and promis-
ing to “fight for what’s right
and to lead the rest of the na-
tion in getting back to fair,
free, transparent, clear elec-
tions.”

Ranked-choice voting has
been found to be constitu-
tional both by the Alaska
Supreme Court and in fed-
eral court. It is used in con-
gressional elections in Maine
and Alaska, and in local elec-
tions in several cities across
the country. A ranked-choice
voting ballot initiative passed
in Nevada this month, put-
ting it on track to become the
third state to use it in state-

ricty OSCAR HAMMERSTEINT
sook by HOWARD LINDSAY an RUSSEL CROUSE'
Snggested by “The Trapp Family Singers" E}‘Hﬂ"(dmw:_ 4

Tickets: $20

THE NOLAN CENTER PRESENTS:
THE SOUND OF MUSIC

Friday, Dec. 2™ — 7pm
Saturday, Dec. 3" - 4pm

wide elections.

Palin said she hadn’t given
up on her hope for winning
Alaska’s lone U.S. House seat,
though she was far behind
Rep. Mary Peltola — with the
final count due Nov. 23.

The former vice presiden-
tial candidate was one of 48
candidates who ran in a spe-
cial U.S. House election to re-
place former Rep. Don Young,
who died in March. Palin re-
ceived the largest share of
votes in the 48-way primary
in June, but lost the August
general election to Peltola af-
ter the field was narrowed to
just three choices.

On Nov. 8, Palin again
faced Peltola, along with Re-
publican Nick Begich and
Libertarian Chris Bye.

Palin has made railing
against ranked choice voting
a hallmark of her campaign.

Ranked-choice voting and
the new open primary sys-
tem are credited by political
observers for allowing Pelto-
la to beat her Republican ri-
vals in a state won by Trump
by double digits in 2020. But
they also point to Republican
infighting and Palin’s high
negative ratings as key fac-
tors in the U.S. House race
that Peltola won.

Alaskans for Honest Gov-

ernment registered with the
Federal Elections Commis-
sion in mid-October. In the
week leading up to the elec-
tion, the group spent $20,000
opposing Sen. Lisa Murkow-
ski in the U.S. Senate race
and Peltola in the U.S. House
race. Additional information
about the group’s donors and
cash-on-hand was not imme-
diately available, and group
organizers declined to say
who their current financial
backers are.

The group also registered
as an entity with the Alaska
Political Offices Commission
on Nov. 1, with Phillip Izon
as the entity’s officer. The
three-member initiative com-
mittee includes Izon, Jaime
Donley and Art Mathias. At
an event hosted at the Well-
spring Ministries on Thurs-
day evening — where Mathi-
as is founder and president
— the group’s leaders said
they planned to submit the
initiative petition to Lt. Gov.
Kevin Meyer by Nov. 30 —
the first step to get the ques-
tion put to voters on the 2024
ballot.

To do so, the group must
first gather 100 signatures
from qualified registered vot-
ers. Many of the dozens of
audience members at the An-
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chorage event signed the pe-
tition. The group is planning
several additional events in
the coming days in the Mat-
Su region and Fairbanks.

If certified by the lieutenant
governor, the initiative group
has a year to collect signa-
tures from qualified regis-
tered voters. They must col-
lect a number equal to at least
10% of those who voted in the
preceding general election
from places representing the
majority of the state. Group
leaders said they intended to
gather more than 40,000 sig-
natures and expected their
effort would cost millions of
dollars.

In 2020, the ballot initiative
that put ranked choice voting
in Alaska law was backed to
the tune of millions by Out-
side groups, including Unite
America and FairVote Ac-
tion Fund, which advocate
for voting reform nationwide
and are funded by deep-pock-
eted individuals from out-
of-state. Alaskans for Better
Elections collected more than
40,000 signatures to put their
initiative on the ballot. The
measure passed narrowly by
a margin of less than 4,000
votes, in a result that was
confirmed by an election au-
dit.
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BIA accepts Juneau parcel to hold in trust for Tlingit and Haida

By MARK SABBATINI
Juneau Empire

A tiny parking lot on a little-traveled
downtown side street is now a landmark
achievement for Alaska Natives in Ju-
neau, with the federal government ap-
proving a “land-into-trust” application
last Thursday that paves the way for a
range of self-determination, economic
and other benefits for the tribal owners.

The application by the Central Coun-
cil of the Tlingit and Haida Indian
Tribes of Alaska is only the second
approved in the state, following one
in Craig five years ago. In addition to
making Tlingit and Haida eligible for
more federal services and programs,
the approval also addresses the “land-
less tribe” issue that has been prob-
lematic since the passage of the Alaska
Native Claims Settlement Act in 1971,
Tlingit and Haida President Richard
Chalyee Eesh Peterson said Friday.

“Tlingit and Haida will no longer
be a landless tribe, but be eligible for a
much greater range of land-based pro-
grams,” he said.

Such title transfers move the property
into a land trust held by the federal gov-

ernment for the benefit of an individual
or tribe. The U.S. Department of Interi-
or, which authorizes the transfers, states
among the advantages for tribes are be-
ing granted certain rights-of-way and the
ability to enter into leases for use of the
property’s natural resources.

In addition, lands held in trust are
afforded permanent protection from
actions that could be detrimental to
the tribe.

Unlike the Alaska regional and vil-
lage for-profit corporations created in
1971, regional nonprofit tribal councils
were not granted land by the federal
government.

The property in the approved applica-
tion, first submitted to the Bureau of In-
dian Affairs in 2009, is a parking lot on
Capitol Avenue in the historical and cul-
tural area known as the “Juneau Indian
Village,” according to a Tlingit & Haida
news release. Peterson said it will remain
a parking lot, but the approval “brings us
one step closer to ensuring our tribe will
have a center for our tribal government
in perpetuity.”

“The work is not done yet,” he added.
“We still have fee-to-trust applications

pending that we are hopeful the U.S.
Department of the Interior will approve.
Many of these parcels were once held
subject to a restriction that prevented
their alienation or taxation. When Tlingit
and Haida purchased these parcels from
its tribal citizens, the Bureau of Indian
Affairs terminated the federal restrictions
that protected them, and it is the tribe’s
priority to restore these protections.”

Peterson expressed optimism about
the fate of the still-pending applications.
“I think we believe this decision speaks
for itself in that regard,” he said.

The Interior Department, in an an-
nouncement of the application’s ap-
proval, stated “federal policies dating
back more than a century have eroded
the land base of Indian Tribes across the
United States ... tribes have faced delays
and increasing costs in efforts to develop
housing projects, manage law enforce-
ment agencies and develop local econo-
mies as a result of unnecessary hurdles
in the land-into-trust process.”

The first such transfer in Alaska was
approved in 2017 after the Craig Tribal
Association applied in 2015 for a 1.08-
acre parcel where offices and a town hall

are located. It was the first approval after
the Department of Interior issued a re-
vised rule in 2014 that reserved a policy
dating back to the enactment of the Alas-
ka National Interest Lands Conservation
Act in 1971 that barred the Bureau of In-
dian Affairs from processing land-into-
trust applications in Alaska.

Peterson said a multitude of factors are
involved in the 13-year wait for the ap-
proval of Tlingit and Haida’s application,
but the Biden administration in favor of
the policy. The Trump administration
had not supported such title transfers.

“I've been smiling all day today as a
result of this,” Waahlaal Giidaak Barbara
Blake, a Juneau Assembly member and
director of Alaska Native Policy Center
with First Alaskans Institute, told Native
News Online.

“For a long time, we have been at-
tempting to gain many of the same
rights that our tribal brothers and sisters
have down there in the Lower 48. We're
just starting to see this come to fruition
after so many years of really working
hard to ensure that the federal govern-
ment is holding their responsibility to
our tribes here.”

Washington state orders closure of last Puget Sound fish-farming pens

SEATTLE (AP) — The Wash-
ington state Department of Nat-
ural Resources said Nov. 14 it
will not renew a fish-farming
company’s last remaining leases
on net pens in Puget Sound.

Department officials  said
Cooke Aquaculture has until
Dec. 14 to finish steelhead farm-
ing and start deconstructing its
equipment, The Seattle Times
reported. Cooke’s pens are lo-
cated in Rich Passage near Bain-
bridge Island and Hope Island
in Skagit Bay.

Letters sent from the Depart-
ment of Natural Resources to
the Canada-based company
on Nov. 14 indicate Cooke had
a history of failing to comply
with the provisions outlined
in its state contracts. Cooke
didn’t comment on the deci-
sion, but a representative told
the newspaper the company
may do so later.

The decision not to renew the
leases stems from a 2017 spill
of tens of thousands of non-na-
tive Atlantic salmon after a pen
break at Cypress Island, near

the San Juan Islands.

The New Brunswick, Cana-
da-based company vastly un-
derreported the number of es-
caped fish, a state investigation
found. Investigators found as
many as 263,000 of the farm’s
fish escaped, not the 160,000
Cooke told the public. Months
after the spill, more than
200,000 were still reportedly
unaccounted for.

An  inspection  revealed
Cooke’s Port Angeles Atlantic
salmon farm wasn’t adequate-
ly maintained and was out-
side its leasehold boundaries.
Cooke challenged the decision
in court, but a Thurston County
Superior Court judge ruled in
favor of state regulators. Cook
lost its lease to operate the
salmon farm.

The state Legislature in 2018
passed a law effectively phas-
ing out net pen farming of
exotic species in Washington
waters.

Cooke pivoted to raise steel-
head but Department of Nat-
ural Resources officials deter-

mined that Cooke’s operations
could pose risks to the state’s
environment, according to the
letters.

Feeding fish in concentrated
areas releases nutrients and or-
ganic matter that can contrib-
ute to algae production, state
officials wrote. And fish feces
can degrade the ocean floor en-
vironment.

“Today, we are returning our
waters to wild fish and natural
habitat,” Hilary Franz, the state
public lands commissioner,
said in a statement. “Today, we
are freeing Puget Sound of en-
closed cages.”

Franz had ordered the in-
spections of Cooke’s facilities
after the 2017 escape incident,
which sparked calls to end
non-native fish farming in
Washington — with 20 West-
ern Washington treaty tribes at
the forefront of the push.

Swinomish leaders told the
Department of Natural Re-
sources that the Hope Island
net pens were adversely im-
pacting fish and fish habitat in

State euthanizes black bear cub infected with avian flu

By The Associated Press

JUNEAU — A black bear cub
in Southeast Alaska was euth-
anized after it became ill with
avian influenza, the Alaska De-
partment of Fish and Game said.

It is believed that the cub,
which was located in Bartlett
Cove in Glacier Bay National
Park and Preserve west of Ju-
neau, is the second bear diag-
nosed with the highly pathogen-
ic bird flu, the Juneau Empire
reported.

Bird flu “passes really easily
to poultry, but mammals aren’t
really susceptible to it,” said Dr.
Kimberlee Beckmen, a wildlife
veterinarian for the department.
“It's difficult to get, but we sus-
pect the cub probably ate a bird
that died from avian influenza.”

The bear likely became ill be-
cause it was a small, young an-
imal with a weak immune sys-
tem, she said.

Since the virus was first de-
tected in an adult female black
bear in Canada in June, Alaska
state officials have tested scav-
enging animals for it. So far, it's

only been found in two other
animals, both red foxes in Dutch
Harbor and the western Alaska
community of Unalakleet.

Finding bird flu in the bear
and foxes is not an indication it’s
likely to spread to other animals
or to people, Beckmen said.

“This particular strain, people
are pretty much immune to it,”
she said.

The U.S. Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention said this
strain of bird flu poses a “very
low” risk to humans, and only
one person in the U.S. has been
diagnosed in this outbreak.

However, the flu has ham-
mered the state’s wild bird
population.

People in Glacier Bay last
month noticed that the cub, one
of three accompanying a sow,
had difficulty walking, accord-
ing to state wildlife officials.

The sow abandoned the cub
and a biologist picked it up.
However, it began suffering sei-
zures, as did the Canadian bear
previously diagnosed with the
illness. The Alaska bear was eu-
thanized by a state biologist. Lat-
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Please note: Advertising deadlines are Friday at noon to have ads

appear in the following Wednesday's issue of the Sentinel.
Call Amber at 907-874-2301 to place your ad today!

er testing confirmed the presence
of the virus that causes highly
pathogenic avian influenza.

ﬁ ‘ f/

<& |

Skagit Bay, and that the pens
were located near Lone Tree
Point, a sacred cultural area
for the tribe.

“Swinomish are the People
of the Salmon, and fishing has
been our way of life since time
immemorial,” Swinomish tribal

community chairperson Steve
Edwards wrote in an email
“Cooke’s net pens have inter-
fered with the exercise of our
treaty rights for far too long. We
look forward to the day when
the Hope Island net pen facility
will be a distant memory.”
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Indian Health Service wants to

PHOENIX (AP) — The Indian Health
Service announced last Thursday that all
tribal members covered by the federal
agency will be offered a vaccine at every
appointment when appropriate, under a
new vaccine strategy.

Throughout the coronavirus pandem-
ic, American Indians and Alaska Natives
have had some of the highest COVID-19
vaccination rates across the country.

But Indigenous people are especially
vulnerable to vaccine-preventable ill-
ness, and IHS officials recently noticed
fewer patients have been getting vac-

cines for COVID-19. Monkeypox is now
an additional health concern.

Patients in the system are also begin-
ning to fall behind in more routine inoc-
ulations, such as jabs for childhood dis-
eases like measles, mumps and rubella,
as well as shingles shots for older adults.

“With time passing, we are seeing
some COVID fatigue, and we feel we
aren’t where we need to be,” Dr. Loret-
ta Christensen, IHS chief medical officer,
said in a brief interview before the an-
nouncement was posted online. “With
our vulnerable population, it is critical to

‘reenergize’ vaccination efforts

reenergize our staff to get everyone the
vaccinations they need.”

Christensen said in a posted announce-
ment that she had directed all care sites in
the system “to respond to this important
call to action to increase vaccine coverage
and protect against vaccine preventable
illnesses in tribal communities.”

“Every patient at every encounter will
be offered every recommended vaccine
when appropriate.” she wrote. “IHS will
exempt encounters in which a vaccine
would not be appropriate such as when
someone has a moderate or severe acute

illness.”

Christensen told the agency’s staff in
an additional message that she was en-
couraging everyone to get an updated
COVID-19 and flu shots as winter ap-
proaches.

“We can work together to protect our
friends, relatives, elders and our commu-
nities as we gather across the country for
the holiday season,” she said.

The Indian Health Service is the health
care system for federally recognized
American Indian and Alaska Natives in
the United States.

Supreme Court hears case against American Indian, Native adoption law

By MARK SHERMAN
Associated Press

WASHINGTON (AP) — The
Supreme Court appears likely to
leave in place most of a federal
law that gives preference to Na-
tive American families in foster
care and adoption proceedings
of Native children.

The justices heard more than
three hours of arguments on
Nov. 9 in a broad challenge to
the Indian Child Welfare Act,
enacted in 1978 to address con-
cerns that American Indian and
Alaska Native children were
being separated from their fam-
ilies and, too frequently, placed
in non-Native homes.

The law has long been cham-

pioned by tribal leaders as a
means of preserving their fam-
ilies, traditions and cultures. But
white families seeking to adopt
Native children are among the
challengers who say the law is
impermissibly based on race,
and also prevents states from

considering those children’s
best interests.
Justice  Brett Kavanaugh

called the case difficult because
the court is being called on to
draw a line between tribal sov-
ereignty and “the fundamental
principle that we dont treat
people differently because of
race, ethnicity or ancestry.”

He was among conservative
justices who expressed concern

about at least one aspect of the
law that gives preference to Na-
tive parents, even if they are of
a different tribe than the child
they are seeking to adopt or fos-
ter. Chief Justice John Roberts,
Justice Samuel Alito and Justice
Amy Coney Barrett also raised
questions about whether that
provision looked more like a ra-
cial classification that the court
might frown upon.

“To get to the heart of my
concern about this, Congress
couldnt give a preference for
white families to adopt white
children, Black families to adopt
Black children, Latino families
to adopt Latino children, Asian
families to adopt Asian chil-
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dren,” Kavanaugh said.

But none of the non-Native
families involved in the case
has been affected by the prefer-
ence the conservative justices
objected to, Justice Depart-
ment lawyer Edwin Kneedler
told the court.

Even if there is a court majori-
ty to strike down that provision,
the rest of the law could be kept
in place, Ian Gershengorn, a
lawyer for the Cherokee Nation,
the Navajo Nation and other
tribes said.

He urged the court to uphold
the law “that has made such
a meaningful difference to so
many children.”

Representing the non-Native
families, lawyer Matthew Mc-
Gill called on the court to strike
down the law because it “flouts
the promise of equal justice un-
der law.”

Justice Neil Gorsuch, a con-
servative who is a strong sup-
porter of Native Americans’
rights, and the court’s three
liberal justices seemed strongly
inclined to uphold the law in its

entirety.
“Congress understood these
children’s placement deci-

sions as integral to the contin-
ued thriving of Indian com-
munities,” said liberal Justice
Elena Kagan.

Gorsuch said a broad ruling
in favor of the challengers also
would take “a huge bite out of”
other federal programs that ben-
efit Native Americans, includ-
ing health care.

The law’s fate is in the hands
of a court that has made race
a focus of its current term, in
cases involving the redrawing
of congressional districts and
affirmative action in college
admissions.

The full 5th U.S. Circuit Court
of Appeals struck down parts
of the adoption law last year,
including preferences for plac-
ing Native children with Native
adoptive families and in Native
foster homes. It also said Con-
gress overstepped its authority
by imposing its will on state of-

Police report

Monday, Nov. 14
Parental matter.
Welfare check.
Traffic stop.
Traffic stop.

Tuesday, Nov. 15
Dog at large.

Wednesday, Nov. 16
Theft.

Parking complaint.
Welfare check.

Thursday, Nov. 17

Citizen assist: Vehicle unlock.
Violating conditions of release:
Unfounded.

Friday, Nov. 18

Agency assist: Petersburg Po-
lice Department.

Agency assist: Petersburg Po-
lice Department.

Letter served for removing a

ficials in adoption matters.

But the 5th Circuit also ruled
that the law generally is based
on the political relationship be-
tween the tribes and the U.S.
government, not race.

The tribes and the Biden ad-
ministration appealed some
parts of the lower court ruling,
while the white families and
Texas, allied with those families,
appealed others.

More than three-quarters of
the 574 federally recognized
tribes in the country have asked
the high court to uphold the law
in full, along with tribal organi-
zations. They fear widespread
impacts if the court attempts to
dismantle the tribes’ status as
political sovereigns.

Nearly two dozen state attor-
neys general across the political
spectrum filed a brief in support
of the law. Some of those states
have codified the federal law
into their own state laws.

A ruling in favor of the fam-
ilies and Texas could undercut
the 1978 law and, the tribes fear,
have broader effects on their
ability to govern themselves.

When child protection au-
thorities remove Native chil-
dren from their homes, the law
requires states to notify tribes
and seek placement with the
child’s extended family, mem-
bers of the child’s tribe or other
Native American families.

All of the children who have
been involved in the current
case at one point are enrolled
or could be enrolled as Navajo,
Cherokee, White Earth Band of
Ojibwe and Ysleta del Sur Pueb-
lo. Some of the adoptions have
been finalized while some are
still being challenged.

Before the Indian Child Wel-
fare Act was enacted, between
25% and 35% of Native Amer-
ican children were being taken
from their homes and placed
with adoptive families, in fos-
ter care or in institutions. Most
were placed with white families
or in boarding schools in at-
tempts to assimilate them.

person from a licensed estab-
lishment.

Driving complaint.

Agency assist: Hoonah Police
Department.

Parking complaint.

Noise complaint.

Saturday, Nov. 19
Disturbance.
Harassment.
Concerned citizen.
Noise disturbance.

Sunday, Nov. 20
Traffic stop.
Illegal parking.
Disturbance.
Citizen assist.
Vacation checks.

During this reporting period
there were six agency assists for
an ambulance.
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Longstanding problems led to banishment of village school principal

By ZacHARIAH HUGHES
Anchorage Daily News

Leaders in the Western Alas-
ka community of Kipnuk say
the principal of nearly a de-
cade bullied Native school staff
members, put residents in jeop-
ardy by ignoring COVID-19 re-
strictions and oversaw a decline
in education quality. That's why
in October, according to docu-
ments obtained through a pub-
lic records request, they voted to
banish her from the community.

School officials and tribal
leaders involved in the ban-
ishment order and subsequent
search by tribal police officers at
the Chief Paul Memorial School
at the end of last month have
largely declined to comment on
what happened beyond brief
written statements. But in doc-
uments submitted to the Alas-
ka Department of Public Safety
and obtained by the Anchor-
age Daily News, new details
emerged about longstanding
tensions between community
members and principal LaDoro-
thy Lightfoot, who began work
in Kipnuk in 2013.

Lightfoot did not respond to
multiple emails and phone mes-
sages seeking comment.

“We are kindly encouraging
you to leave your position as
Kipnuk Site-Administrator at
Chief Paul Memorial School. We,
the Native Village of Kipnuk,
have received many calls from
the local Kipnuk Tribal members
about you,” said the banishment
order, signed in early October.
“You have neglected important
parts of being a leader in Kipnuk.
The relationship with (a) variety
of people was not positive.”

According to the document,
tribal leaders voted 6-0 on Oct. 4
to permanently expel Lightfoot
from the community of about
700 mostly Yup'ik residents near

CLASSIFIED

HELP WANTED
Wrangell Elks is looking for a
full-time bartender to work 30
to 40 hours per week. Appli-
cants need to be flexible with
shifts and willing to work with
employees and volunteers as a
team. Pay scale is between $14
to $16 an hour, plus tips. Inquire
at the Elks Club or call Dawn at
907-305-0552.

FREE PAPERS
Stop by the Sentinel to pick
some up.

FREE ADS

Do you have something to sell?
Having a garage sale? Looking
to buy something? Classified
ads for individuals and commu-
nity groups are free in the Sen-
tinel. Contact Amber at 907-874-
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com.
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the mouth of the Kuskokwim
River on the Bering Sea coast.

After the vote, the problems es-
calated, with a formal resolution
to keep kids out of school. It came
to a head the weekend before
Halloween, when tribal officials
signed a document authorizing
a search of school buildings and
homes. A few days later, state
troopers were on the ground in
Kipnuk, and the principal, along
with more school employees,
were flown to Bethel on planes
chartered by the Lower Kuskok-
wim School District.

Instruction for the school’s
roughly 200 students is happen-
ing online for the foreseeable
future, with teachers staying
temporarily in Bethel while
conducting lessons online for
students almost 100 miles away
back in Kipnuk.

Banishment has long been
a way for Alaska Native com-
munities to protect collective
well-being in places where state
and federal law enforcement
barely exist, sending away tribal
members and outsiders whom
local leaders deem to pose sig-
nificant threat.

Tribal Administrator Nick
Slim said the Kipnuk Tradition-
al Council declined to comment
on the situation.

Along with its banishment

Lightfoot’s tenure. Many of the
complaints relate to how the
school was run, including claims
that she neglected traditional
language instruction and values,
communicated poorly with lo-
cal leaders, violated COVID-19
health measures, showed disre-
spect toward indigenous school
staff, and mishandled extracur-
ricular programming.

“More of the Kipnuk lan-
guage is being lost since she ar-
rived here,” the council wrote.

According to the complaint,
more local students were opting to
leave the community for better ed-
ucational opportunities elsewhere.

“The school and leadership is
not promoting and supporting
student performance and school
effectiveness,” according to the
Kipnuk Traditional Council.

“Communication  between
KTC and LaDorothy is nil. For
close to 10 years, LaDorothy
(has) refused to meet with Kip-
nuk Traditional Council,” the
council wrote. “School admin-
istration does not truly listen.
Kipnuk Traditional Council in
the past shaped the school vi-
sion and mission together.”

Tribal leaders also faulted
Lightfoot for a decline in edu-
cational outcomes and fewer
options for extracurricular pro-
grams like Native Youth Olym-

Another major flashpoint relat-
ed to COVID. The Kipnuk Elders
Committee sent a letter to legisla-
tors, state education officials and
the Yukon-Kuskokwim Health
Corp. in September 2021, angry
that students were brought back
to school in-person to take stan-
dardized tests at a time when
lockdown measures and firm
prohibitions on gathering were in
place to prevent illness.

“The duty of safety and health
of all students was ignored,” the
elders wrote, noting that the lo-
cal lockdown order barred gath-
erings at school, church or stores.

The letter notes that Kipnuk,
like many communities across
Alaska that fall, was seeing a
surge in COVID cases driven by
the Delta variant.

“In total we lost seven local
members since January 2021,”
the elders wrote of the corona-
virus. “The school authorities
should know that COVID-19
spreads easily, and guidelines
shouldn’t be ignored, especially
for a village that doesn’t have
running water and disinfectants
available in their homes. The
welfare of Kipnuk is more im-
portant than taking a test.”

A week after the banishment
order was signed, the tradition-
al council held a public meeting
on Oct. 12 with parents of stu-
dents that culminated in a res-
olution ordering pupils “not to
attend school until further no-
tice,” with the exception of par-
ticipating in athletic programs.
According to a copy of the reso-
lution, 32 parents supported the
measure, none opposed.

“Despite this resolution, ap-
proximately 80% of students
continued to attend school,”
the Lower Kuskokwim School
District said in a press release.
“Unfortunately, on October
28, 2022, a large group of peo-
ple purportedly representing
KTC entered and occupied the
school building and refused to
leave, greatly disrupting the
educational environment in the
school. Thereafter, tribal police
attempted to enter LKSD teach-
er housing units.”

The next day, state law en-
forcement officers arrived in Kip-
nuk to find the boardwalk from
the airport into town blocked.

“Alaska State Troopers were

Continued on page 12

CITY and BOROUGH OF WRANGELL
NOTICE INVITING BIDS
Recreation Center HVAC Upgrades

order, the traditional council in-
cluded a list of problems during

pics,
shop and music classes.

academic competitions,

CITY and BOROUGH OF WRANGELL
NOTICE INVITING BIDS
High School and Middle School Fire Alarm Replacement

Notice is hereby given that the City and Borough of Wrangell,
Alaska, will receive sealed bids for the construction of the High
School and Middle School Fire Alarm Replacement.

Work consists of all activities necessary to completely replace
the existing fire alarm systems at the Wrangell High School and
Middle School. This includes demolition and replacement of all
field devices, initiation devices, flow and tamper switches, and all
auxiliary components including fire alarm relays and circuit
interface modules. Work includes demolition and replacement of
the fire alarm panel, remote annunciator panels, fire alarm
extender panels, and all fire alarm wiring. The engineer’s estimate
for the project is $525,000 to $575,000.

The contract documents are available in electronic format only
and can be downloaded from the City and Borough of Wrangell
website (www.wrangell.com) under the Bids and RFP’s section.
Sealed bids will be received by the City and Borough of Wrangell,
P.O. Box 531, Wrangell, Alaska 99929, or at the Borough Clerk’s
Office, 205 Bruecger Street, Wrangell, Alaska 99929, until 2 p.m.
prevailing time on December 6, 2022.

Jeff Good, Borough Manager
City and Borough of Wrangell, Alaska

Publish Nov. 23 and 30, 2022

CITY and BOROUGH OF WRANGELL
NOTICE OF JOB OPENING
Economic Development Director

The City and Borough of Wrangell is seeking candidates for
the position of Economic Development Director. The Economic
Development Director position will remain open until filled. The
position will be posted for no less than 14 days. Applications will
be reviewed as soon as Nov. 28. This is a permanent position with
all City and Borough benefits.

The Economic Development Director is a department head
position responsible for an array of Borough functions. The
Community and Economic Development Planner 1s responsible
for managing, performing and integrating current and advanced
planning programs and services that enhance community image
and environment. This position requires the ability to accomplish
all short- and long-range community development objectives in
the scope of planning and zoning, tourism, economic
development and grant writing.

Complete job description, qualifications/requirements, and job
application can be obtained on the borough website at
https://www.wrangell.com/jobs. Applicants are required to
submit their cover letter, resume and application to City Hall, 205
Brueger Street (P.O. Box 531), Wrangell, AK 99929 or via email
at rmarshall@wrangell.com.The City and Borough of Wrangell 1s
an Equal Employment Opportunity Employer.

Jeff Good, Borough Manager
City and Borough of Wrangell, Alaska

Publish Nov. 16 and 23, 2022

Notice is hereby given that the City and Borough of Wrangell,
Alaska, will receive sealed bids for the construction of the
Recreation Center HVAC Upgrades.

Work consists of all activities necessary to remove and replace
as upgrades HVAC air handler fans and ductwork that support the
Natatorium and the Natatorium support spaces. The project calls
for the replacement of fans, an air handler, as well as the
refurbishment of three air handlers. In addition, this work calls
for the replacement of multiply control and balance dampers. An
Additive Alternate addresses the replacement of insulation in one
Mechanical Room.

The Contract Documents are available in electronic format
only and can be downloaded from the City and Borough of
Wrangell website (www.wrangell.com) under the Bids and RFP’s
section. Sealed bids will be received by the City and Borough of
Wrangell, Post Office Box 531, Wrangell, Alaska 99929, or at the
Borough Clerk’s Office, 205 Brueger Street, Wrangell, Alaska
99929, until 2 p.m. prevailing time on December 8, 2022.

Jeff Good, Borough Manager
City and Borough of Wrangell, Alaska

Publish Nov. 23 and 30, 2022

CITY and BOROUGH OF WRANGELL
NOTICE OF JOB OPENING
Power Generation Mechanic - Operator
Wrangell Municipal Light and Power

The Wrangell Municipal Light and Power Department will
accept all applications for the position of Power Generation
Mechanic - Operator and the position will be open until filled.
This is a permanent position with all City and Borough benefits
and is part of the collective bargaining agreement.

The Power Generation Mechanic - Operator is a versatile
position within the Wrangell Municipal Light and Power
Department. This position is responsible for maintaining and
operating the standby electrical generation facility, performing
scheduled or routine maintenance on diesel engines, generators,
electrical switchboards, compressors, control systems, pumps and
other related equipment. This person will operate the generators
during scheduled and emergency outages. This position will also
inspect diesel preheat systems, cooling systems, air systems and
lubricating systems and install new power plant electrical and
mechanical systems and equipment as needed.

The position requires extensive knowledge of diesel mechanics
and operations, generator operation, voltage regulators and AC
generation control and protection systems, safety standards and
the expertise needed to conform to them.

This is a full-time, hourly position with full benefits, paid at
Grade 20 with a starting wage at $26.47 per hour.

Applications and job descriptions may be obtained and
returned to Robbie Marshall at City Hall, 205 Brueger Street (P.O.
Box 531), Wrangell, AK 99929 or via email at
rmarshall@wrangell.com.

The City and Borough of Wrangell is an Equal Employment
Opportunity Employer.

Jeff Good, Borough Manager
City and Borough of Wrangell, Alaska

Publish Nov. 16 and 23, 2022




Page 12 - November 23,2022 WRANGELL SENTINEL

ConocoPhillips wants to start work
this winter on $8 billion Alaska project

A1LEXx DEMARBAN
Anchorage Daily News

A top official with ConocoPhillips said the
company expects to start working early next
year on the $8 billion Willow oil prospect in
Alaska, an effort that could lead to more than
2,000 construction jobs in the coming years.

The project is located in the 23-million-acre
National Petroleum Reserve-Alaska on the
North Slope. The reserve is home to migra-
tory birds, polar bears and calving grounds
for the Teshekpuk Lake caribou herd.

Willow could potentially produce 600 mil-
lion barrels of oil over a 30-year life, accord-
ing to estimates. Peak production could reach
180,000 barrels a day, according to the com-
pany. Total Alaska North Slope oil produc-
tion is less than 500,000 barrels a day, down
75% from its peak in the late 1980s.

Nick Olds, executive vice president of
global operations for ConocoPhillips, said
on a Nov. 10 earnings call that the compa-
ny expects federal approval for the project
by year’s end. The Bureau of Land Manage-
ment is in the final stages of preparing a sup-
plemental environmental impact statement
for the project, following a court order that
found the original EIS was deficient.

Following a decision by the federal gov-
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ernment allowing the project to proceed, the
company early next year expects to make a
final investment decision before major con-
struction begins on the project, Olds said.

However, Conoco expects some early work
at Willow this winter, such as opening up
a gravel mine site and laying some gravel
roads, he said.

Olds said ConocoPhillips supports the de-
velopment plan presented in the BLM’s draft
supplemental environmental review earlier
this year. That new plan would reduce the
company’s originally proposed footprint to
three large gravel pads on the tundra to sup-
port drill rigs, down from five in an earlier
proposal.

The new EIS and development plan follows
a ruling by federal Anchorage District Court
Judge Sharon Gleason that tossed the agen-
cy’s earlier approval for development, after
conservation groups sued to halt the project,
arguing that the agency had underestimated
the plan’s harm to wildlife, including polar
bears, among other errors.

The downsized project remains a good val-
ue against other projects, even with inflation
high, Olds said. “Despite all the cost pres-
sures, the project remains very competitive in
our cost-supply framework,” he said.

GET 25% OFF

all ads inthe Dec.7 issue
of the Sentinel that promote
Midnight Madness on Dec 10.
Deadline for ads is Dec. 4.

Contact Amber at 907-874-2301
or wrgsent@gmail.com

to schedule your ad today!
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Federal agencies will
resume study of restoring
grizzlies to North Cascades

By NicHoLAs K. GERANIOS
Associated Press

SPOKANE, Wash. (AP) —
Environmental groups have
hailed a decision by the Biden
administration to resume
studying whether grizzly
bears should be restored to
the remote North Cascades
mountains in Washington
state.

The National Park Service
and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service said they would joint-
ly prepare an environmental
impact statement on restoring
the endangered bears to the
North Cascades ecosystem.

Humans killed the bears off
from the ecosystem long ago
and restoration there will con-
tribute to the general recovery
of the endangered animals in
the Northwest, the agencies
said.

“This overturns the Trump
administration’s rash termi-
nation of these plans,” An-
drea Zaccardi, of the Center
for Biological Diversity, said
Nov. 10. “Without a helping
hand, grizzly bears are likely
to disappear from the Pacific
Northwest.”

But Republican U.S. Rep.
Dan Newhouse, who rep-
resents central Washington,
criticized the plan.

“The introduction of grizzly
bears into the North Cascades
would directly, and nega-
tively impact the people and
communities I represent,” Ne-
whouse tweeted. “It is disap-
pointing our voices are once
again being ignored, even
after the last process was dis-
continued due to overwhelm-
ing local opposition.”

Newhouse said introducing
an apex predator to the area
would threaten families, wild-
life and livestock.

The agencies began a study
of restoring grizzly bears to
the North Cascades through
a trapping and relocation pro-
cess in 2015. But the Trump
administration terminated the
process in 2020 without expla-
nation. The Center for Biolog-
ical Diversity filed a lawsuit
challenging the termination in
federal court.

The North Cascades is one
of the largest wild areas in the
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Lower 48 states, encompass-
ing more than 9,500 square
miles centered on North Cas-
cades National Park. It also
includes large areas of sur-
rounding national forest.

Other conservation groups
also praised the decision.

“For far too long the North
Cascades have been miss-
ing an integral part of their
unique ecosystem,” said Kath-
leen Callaghy, of Defenders
of Wildlife. “Returning the
grizzlies will finally make this
incredible wilderness whole
again.”

The environmental impact
statement process will include
an opportunity for public
comment at four virtual pub-
lic hearings. The last one is
Dec. 2.

“We're cautiously opti-
mistic that this process will
lead to a decision on how to
successfully restore grizzly
bears to the North Cascades
through sound science and
robust public involvement,”
said Gordon Congdon, a re-
tired fruit grower in nearby
Wenatchee, Washington.

The North Cascades Ecosys-
tem is one of only two grizzly
recovery areas without an es-
tablished population of bears,
and due to its relative distance
and isolation from other zones
it would not likely be repopu-
lated from natural bear migra-
tion, environmental groups
have said.

“We know how to move
bears successfully into new
places and we know how to
live with them safely,” said
Chris Servheen, who retired
in 2016 after 35 years as Griz-
zly Bear Recovery Coordina-
tor for the U.S. Fish and Wild-
life Service, and continues to
advocate for grizzly recovery.

Under the proposal, the
two agencies would capture
grizzly bears in British Co-
lumbia or from the Northern
Continental Divide Ecosys-
tem in the Rocky Mountains.
Approximately three to sev-
en grizzly bears would be
released into the North Cas-
cades each year over roughly
five to 10 years.

Principal

Continued from page 11

able to deescalate the situation
and travel to the school,” the De-
partment of Public Safety wrote
in a dispatch on Halloween.
“Troopers met with the princi-
pal and school staff to determine
what was happening. Troopers
were able to determine that no
crimes had been committed and
worked with the school district
to facilitate assisting those that
wanted to leave the village in
doing so. The principal along
with other school staff chose to
leave and were flown out of the
village on two aircraft chartered
by the school district.”

The Lower Kuskokwim
School District did not respond
to detailed questions regarding
the incident, allegations against
Lightfoot, or when educators
might go back to Kipnuk. Su-
perintendent Kimberly Hankins
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would not comment on whether
Lightfoot would be returning to
her position in Kipnuk, as the
district is “not able to provide
additional information about
confidential personnel matters.”
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