Wrangell, Alaska
January 24, 2019

WURANGELL SEN,

INEL

Volume 117, Number 4

Oldest Continuously Published Newspaper in Alaska

8 Pages

Wrangell man receives Excellence in Service
Award from the Department of Fish and Game

By CALEB VIERKANT
Sentinel writer
The Alaska Department of Fish and Game
released the winners of the 2019 Excellence in Service
Award earlier this month. Up to five members of
advisory committees across the state are given this
award each year. This year, David Rak was one of
the five recipients for serving as secretary of the

Wrangell Fish and Game Advisory Committee, ac-
cording to the Department of Fish and Game, for “24
plus” years.

“l haven’t gone back in my records to
see how much ’‘plus’ there is,” Rak said with
alaugh.

Rak joined the advisory committee because
of an interest in how the rules and regulations sur-

Wrangell advisory
committee discusses
reorganizing moose
meat distribution

By CALEB VIERKANT
Sentinel writer

Moose meat was an important topic of discus-
sion at the Wrangell Fish and Game Advisory
Committee meeting on Mon., Jan. 7. The process
by which meat from a forfeited moose is distrib-
uted through town is somewhat disorganized, said
Committee Chair Chris Guggenbickler. The com-
mittee, and others around Wrangell, is interested
in seeing a better system of distribution set up, one
with more local control.

As many Alaskans know, there are some
tight restrictions on moose hunting. Alaska
Wildlife Trooper Cody Litster, stationed in Peters-
burg, said that only certain moose are available for
hunting during the season. In theory, a hunter
should be able to tell if a moose is legal or illegal
by their antlers. However, Litster said, in this part
of Alaska moose tend to have rather scraggly,
oddly shaped horns. This means there are a fair
number of illegal moose that are killed in both
Wrangell and Petersburg each hunting season.
When an illegal moose is killed, to ensure the crea-
ture does not go to waste, it is common for the
meat to be distributed through the local commu-
nity.

“One moose is a significant animal,” Litster
said. “It’s anywhere from 200 to 500 pounds of
meat.”

Guggenbickler said that Wrangell’s current sys-
tem of distributing meat needs improvement.
Wrangell does not currently have a wildlife
trooper on the island. As such, when an illegal
moose is shot, a trooper has to travel to Wrangell
and then drive through town with the dead moose
in their truck, looking for someone willing to take
it for processing and distributing. There is a list of
people who have said they want moose meat,
Guggenbickler said, but more often than not an en-
tire moose is more than they’re willing to handle.

“We want to form a committee that handles
how the meat will get distributed,” he said. “We're
working with the troopers to try and come up with
a method of equitable distribution.”

Guggenbickler added that they are taking notes
from the system Petersburg has in place. In Peters-
burg, Litster explained, the Salvation Army and
Rotary Club handle the distribution. The butcher-
ing of a forfeited moose is handled by two busi-
nesses: Tonka Seafoods and Hammer & Wikan
Grocery. Once butchered, the cost of which is paid
for by court fines from the hunter who shot the
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moose, the meat is then put into a
Community Cold Storage freezer. About half of the
meat goes to Petersburg’s senior home and the
school district’s hot lunch program. The rest is
made available to other nonprofits to use as they
see fit.

Loni Upshaw, with the Salvation Army
in Petersburg, said that they received about 1,800
pounds of meat last hunting season. They
gave 900 pounds to the school, and distributed the
rest through 10 local organizations. Upshaw
added that there was some talk in Petersburg of
altering the system, to make the meat available to
any individual who wanted some. She
disagreed with the idea, however, saying that the
current system ensures lots of the meat goes to
people in need through churches and feeding pro-
grams.

“It [the system] works really good, I think,” Up-
shaw said.

The plan for Wrangell, according to Guggen-
bickler, is to try to organize a local committee to
handle moose meat distribution. The committee
would include about six people, he said, and
would represent various organizations such as the
Salvation Army, the senior center, the native com-
munity, local hunters, and other community mem-
bers. Currently, they are working with the wildlife
troopers and court systems to get things put into
place, including finding a business willing to han-
dle the butchering.

Litster added that the Department of Fish and
Game is looking to fill the wildlife trooper position
in Wrangell, which would also help establish a
more regular protocol for handling a forfeited
moose. With luck, he said, the position will be
filled by next moose season.

Guggenbickler said that the plan for a “moose
meat committee” is still in its early stages and
would probably not be put together until the

spring.
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David Rak received the Excellence in Service Award
from the Alaska Department of Fish and Game this
year, for serving as secretary of Wrangell’s advisory
committee for over 20 years.

rounding hunting and fishing in Alaska
were made. There are numerous advisory committees
across the state, made up of local volunteers,
who help the state department make those rules and
regulations. He was approached by Bruce Eagle
to be secretaryy, who was the committee
chairman back in the day. Harry Sundberg, the
secretary before him, had decided to retire. Being a
government employee with the Forest Service,
Rak said, Eagle thought he could handle the bureau-
cracy of being secretary.

“Nobody wants the job of secretary,” Rak
said. “I get elected each year. I could decline, but I
don’t because I think it’s a good position.”

Since then, he has served with wvarious
chairpersons and committees. Each one has a
unique style to running meetings and getting busi-
ness done, he said, but he has enjoyed his time
working with everyone. The majority of people on
the committee are commercial fishermen,
he said, but many of them also love to hunt, camp,
and fish recreationally, and they have been good peo-
ple to work with. Receiving the Excellence in Service
Award was a very good feeling, too, he added.

“I feel honored,” Rak said. “It’s all voluntary. It
feels good to be recognized for volunteer service.”

More than 700 people sit on 84 different advisory
committees across the state, according to a press re-
lease from the Department of Fish and Game.
Wrangell’s advisory committee is made up of 15
members, plus two alternates.

The other four winners of this year’s Excellence in
Service Award are Charlie Lean of the Northern Nor-
ton Sound committee, Mike Crawford of Kenai/Sol-
dotna committee, Moses Johnson of the Sitka
committee, and Richard Burnham of the Middle
Yukon committee. To learn more about the fish and
game advisory committees, visit the Department of
Fish and Game website.
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Birthdays & Anniversaries

The Sentinel extends its best wishes to the persons listed on the
Wrangell Chamber of Commerce Community Scholarship Birthday

Calendar.

Thursday, January 24: Keith Appleman. Anniversary:
Michael & Denae Reeves. Friday, January 25: Eric James, Erin
Anderson, Ruth Stough, Shannon Barnett. Saturday, January
26: Savannah Smith, McKenna Campbell, Ryker Shilts, Gina
Simonek. Sunday, January 27: Dacee Gustafson, Mary Shilts,
Devyn Johnson. Anniversary: Wayne & Marty Kaer. Monday,
January 28: Rebecca Mork. Anniversary: Ed & Minnie Kalkins.
Tuesday, January 29: McKinley Angerman-Kellogg, Miki
McGuire, Anthony Coblentz, Dawn Mill, Ronan Rooney,
Colten Speers, Jeff Villarma, Freddie. Wednesday, January
30: Audra Netro. Thursday, January 31: Crystal Crayne,
Justin Churchill, Selina Rilatos, Steve Beers, Quinton Davies,

Justin Churchill, Lavonne Klinke, Jess Rugo.

If you would like to add a birthday or anniversary at no

charge please call the Sentinel at 874-2301.

Senior Center
Menu

Thursday, January 24
Porcupine Meatballs, Mixed Veggies,
Cabbage/Pear/Raisin Salad, Pasta
Friday, January 25
Oven Fried Cod, Peas, Sunshine Salad, Rice Pilaf
Monday, January 28

Hungarian Goulash, Corn & Broccoli, Honey Orange Salad,

Oatmeal Rolls
Tuesday, January 29
Turkey Sandwich, Split Pea Soup, Potato Salad
Wednesday, January 30

Crispy Chicken, Baked Apple & Potatoes, Danish Salad,

Cornbread
Thursday, January 31
French Dip, Peas & Carrots, Romaine Salad,
Biscuits

Please call Wrangell Senior Center
at 874-2066 by 10 a.m. for reservations.
Milk, tea and coffee will be served with meals.

FERRY

Departures
Northbound Southbound
Sunday, January 27 Wednesday, January 30
Columbia 4:45 p.m. Columbia 7:30 a.m.
Sunday, February 3 Wednesday, February 6
Columbia 8:15 p.m. Columbia 6:45 a.m.
Sunday, February 10 Wednesday, February 13
Columbia 4:45 p.m. Columbia 5:45 a.m.
Sunday, February 17 Wednesday, February 20
Columbia 7:15 p.m. Columbia 6:15 a.m.
Saturday, February 23 Monday, February 25
Malaspina 2:30 a.m. Malaspina 6:45 a.m.

Arrival times may vary. Call 874-2021 for verification
or call 874-3711 for recorded information.
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TIDES
Jan. 24 - Jan. 31

High Tides Low Tides

AM PM AM PM

Time Ft Time Ft Time Ft Time
January24  3:04 172 3:.01 178 848 10 9:17
January25 3149 170 3:53 163 941 13 10:03
January26  4:37 165 4:50 146 10:38 1.7 10:52
January27  5:31 160 558 13.1 11:42 2.1 11:46
January28 631 155 7:19 121 - - 1254
January29  7:38 152 839 119 1248 38 2:12
January30 843 153 9:50 123 201 47 329
January31 9142 156 1048 13.1 3:17 49 430
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Wrangell Roundup: Special Events

Thursday, January 24

“Friends in Grief” workshop: AICS Medical Clinic, 2:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m. Tips to help those who
have experienced loss. Open to all.

Thursday, January 24

Riverflats Open Mic Night: Nolan Center, 6:30 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. Theme: Selflessness. Bring a
dessert to get in free & enter contest.

Is the attendance at your meeting or event low? Send information for Roundup to wrgsent@gmail.com

or call 874-2301.

Continuing Events

Pool:

Water Aerobics:
Lap Swim:

2 Lane Lap Swim:
Lap/Tot Swim:
Swim Club:
Open Swim:

$10:00 a.m.-2:30 p.m.

Arthritis Foundation Exercise Class:

PARKS & REC ACTIVITIES: Mid-day closure: M-F 1:30-3:30 p.m. Closed Sunday

M-W-F 8:30-9:30 a.m.

M-W-F 10:00-11:00 a.m.

M-W-F 6:00-7:30 a.m. MTWThF 11:30 a.m.-1:00 p.m.
TuTh 5:15-6:15 p.m. Sa 11:00 a.m.-12:30 p.m.

M-W-F 10:00-11:00 a.m.

MTWTHhF 11:30 a.m.-1:00 p.m. S 11:00 a.m.-12:30 p.m.

M-F 3:15-5:15 p.m.

M-W 5:30-7:00 p.m. F 6:30-8:00 p.m. S 1:00-2:00 p.m.
Weight Room: M-Thu 6:00 a.m.-1:30 p.m., 3:30-7:30 p.m. F 6:00 a.m.-1:30 p.m., 3:30-8:30 p.m.

MEETINGS
AA Meetings: North Star Group Meeting. St. Philip’s Church. Tuesday: 7 p.m., Thursday: 8 p.m.,
Friday: 8 p.m.
The Way We Were
In the Sentinel 100, 75, 50 and 25 years ago.
January 30,1919 January 23,1969 said last week. Tracy Moore of

In a letter from The Na-
tional Red Cross to Wrangell
Chapter: “Dear Madam, It is a
pleasure to acknowledge the
contribution of $1,344.69. The
amount will endow two beds
for a year in the American
Hospital No. 1 at Neuilly, and
we have asked our Commis-
sioner to have a placard placed
on the beds bearing the in-
scription, “Donated by the
Wrangell, Alaska chapter,
American Red Cross,” that
those who enjoy the comfort of
these beds may be aware of the
donors. Though hostilities
have ceased there are thou-
sands of American boys sick
and wounded, and these bed
will serve a great need in
bringing relief to them. Such a
gift is a splendid tribute to the
members of your congregation
and we ask you to extend to
each our hearty appreciation of
this contribution and the spirit,
which has prompted it.” Yours
very truly, L.J. Hunter, Deputy
Comptroller.

January 28, 1944

What about Wrangell gar-
nets? A new kind of paint,
made of crushed industrial
garnets and a new resin that
won’t burn, has been produced
for the U.S. Navy. The paint is
used to cover steel decks, to
render them non-slip regard-
less of wet or oil, and immune
to the tremendous heat of
bomb, shell, and torpedo
flashes which set ordinary
paint to burning furiously. The
Goodyear Tire and Rubber
Company produced the new
material, under the name of
Dektred. It can be put on with
a trowel, or like ordinary paint
by spraying. The paint is used
on weather and flight decks es-
pecially, gun emplacements,
and in quarters, passageways,
landings and stairways.

The Forest Service has an-
nounced that there will be no
new sales of western red cedar
for export during the next three
years.

Regional Forester W. Howard
Johnson said that no cedar from
new Forest Service sales would
be considered surplus to domes-
tic needs. He said the decision
was reached by the Secretary of
Agriculture after wood proces-
sors announced that a mill was
under construction in the state
that would use approximately 20
million board feet of cedar a year.
Until now, cedar could be ex-
ported in the round to Japan.
Johnson said that the decision
does not affect the handling of
logs on sales under contract prior
to January 1 of this year. All tim-
ber, including those sales will be
administered under the terms of
the contracts under which the
timber was originally offered for
sale, he said.

January 27, 1994

Wrangell residents should see
the completion of a rebuilding of
the Zimovia Highway to the
Alaska Pulp Corp. mill by the
end of the 1995 construction sea-
son, a state transportation official

the Alaska Department of Trans-
portation and Public Facilities
told a standing room only crowd
that showed up at Wrangell City
Hall last Thursday for what he
called an “informal discussion”
of the repaving work that the
state is in the preliminary design
phase of the project now. Al-
though he stopped short of mak-
ing outright promises, Moore
was confident of his prediction
that the reconstruction will take
place in 1995.
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Weather

Date High Low
Jan. 14 43 35
Jan. 15 39 32
Jan. 16 37 28
Jan. 17 37 30
Jan. 18 33 30
Jan. 19 33 28
Jan. 20 39 30
Jan. 21 43 39
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Daylight
Hours

Date  Sunrise Sunset Daylight
Jan 24 7:58am 4:02pm  8:04h
Jan 25 7:57am 4:04pm 8:07h
Jan 26 7:55am 4:06pm 8:11h
Jan 27 7:53am 4:09pm 8:16h
Jan 28 7:52am 4:11pm 8:1%
Jan 29 7:50am 4:13pm  8:23h
Jan 30 7:48am 4:15pm 8:27h
Jan 31 7:46am 4:17pm  8:3lh




January 24,2019 WRANGELL SENTINEL - Page 3

School board meets new maintenance director,
reviews policy on standing committees

By CALEB VIERKANT
Sentinel writer

The Wrangell school board held a meeting on Monday, Jan. 21, to meet with
the district’s new maintenance director.

Josh Blatchley came before the board to introduce himself, and to relate to the
board some of the things he feels need attention, in regard to school maintenance.
In general, he said, all of the buildings in the Wrangell school district are old, but
are fairly sturdy. There are roofs that need patching in some places, but are gen-
erally in good shape. Heating and air conditioning in all the buildings are in good
shape, as well.

Some spots that could do with some renovation, he said, are the sidewalks by
the elementary school, and the brick wall of the high school, facing Reid Street.
The doors in the school buildings were also aging, he added. Blatchley said that
there wasn’t a door that wasn’t under 30 years old. They open, close, and lock,
he said, but replacing them is something the board should consider one day soon.

During the meeting, the school board approved the first and second readings
of various new policies. Among these include a policy covering administrative
staff organization, lines of responsibility among the school organization, and the
duties of the superintendent.

One policy caused a bit of discussion, BP-7133. This was a first reading of the
policy, which covers the need for and responsibilities of various standing com-
mittees. These committees help the school district in areas of policy making, budg-
eting, and organizing a curriculum for students. There was also a portion of the
policy stating that members of the school board could be members of these com-
mittees, but could not chair them. The board explained that the purpose of this
section of the policy was to help avoid any negative perceptions from the public.
It could potentially look bad if a board member was chair of a committee, and
also got to vote as a member of the school board on the policies that committee
helped craft.

Annya Ritchie, a board member, felt that this part of the policy was
not good. She said she understood excluding board members from chairing ad
hoc committees, but standing committees seemed like something that a board
member should have the opportunity to hold a chair position on. She said that
she and other board members had been elected to handle things like policies,
budgeting, and curriculum. To have these committees do the work and not be a
co-chair, at the very least, felt like they were passing off their responsibilities.
There was further discussion amongst the board. In the end, they voted to ap-
prove of the reading of this policy, but agreed to rework it and bring it back for a
second reading next meeting.

GUARANTEED
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Free Samples at City Market

City Market offered free samples of Signature Select brand products to cus-
tomers last Monday, Jan. 21, to promote the new products it carries. City Mar-
ket will begin carrying this new brand as they begin working with a new
wholesaler, JB Gottstein out of Anchorage. The types of groceries under the
Signature Select brand include cookies, chips, drinks, jerky, and much more.
“We continue to work for the people of Wrangell,” said Benn Curtis, with City
Market. “Try to bear with us for a few weeks while we work the rough edges
oft.”

Pictured here are Bill Miller, with JB Gottstein, and Curtis.

Joint Boards nominate Vincent-Lang for top ADFG post

The State of Alaska Joint
Boards of Fisheries and Game
last night unanimously voted
to nominate Doug Vincent-
Lang as Commissioner of the
Department of Fish and Game.
Vincent-Lang, who has more
than 34 years of experience
with the department, has been
acting commissioner since last
month.

With the nomination, Vin-
cent-Lang’s name has been for-
warded to Gov. Michael J.

Dunleavy for appointment.
Pending appointment by the
governor, he will then be con-
sidered for confirmation by the
legislature.

“I'm pleased there is unani-
mous support by all members
of the Boards of Fisheries and
Game. It speaks highly of
Doug’s credentials and com-
mitment to the department
and the state of Alaska,” said
Chairman of the Board of Fish-
eries Reed Morisky. “We look
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forward to working with him
in the fish and game regula-
tory process.”

Vincent-Lang began work at
the department as a fisheries
research and management bi-
ologist for the Division of
Sport Fish in 1981. He held the
positions of regional manage-
ment and research coordinator
and assistant director for 28
years in the Division of Sport
Fish.

During his tenure at the Di-
vision of Sport Fish, Vincent-
Lang worked on a number of
high-level research and policy
issues for the state. He evalu-
ated habitat needs and in-

Police report

January 14, 2019
llegal parking.
Agency assist.
Civil issue.
Harassment.
Parking complaint.

stream flow requirements of
fish while working on the fea-
sibility assessment of the
Susitna River Hydro-electric
project. He was instrumental
in integrating planning into
the management of Alaska’s
recreational fisheries by lead-
ing an effort to develop and
implement the first-ever strate-
gic plan for the Division of
Sport Fish.

In 2012 he was named direc-
tor of the Division of Wildlife
where he managed Alaska’s
wildlife under the sustained
yield principles and public
trust doctrine principles. He
led legislative wildlife issues

on the state, national, and in-
ternational levels.

In addition to his experi-
ence in both fisheries and
wildlife management, Doug
has served as the Endangered
Species Act Coordinator for
the State of Alaska. He has rep-
resented the state on a wide
range of policy issues includ-
ing climate change, arctic, and
marine policy issues.

He holds a B.S. degree in bi-
ology/population dynamics
from the University of Wiscon-
sin - Green Bay and a M.S. de-
gree in Biological
Oceanography from the Uni-
versity of Alaska - Fairbanks.

Subpoena served.

January 17, 2019
Civil paper service.

Harassment.

Six subpoenas served.

Traffic stop: Verbal warning for taillight out.

Traffic stop: Citation issued to Adam Tacker,
53. Failure to provide proof of insurance and

operating with expired registration. Verbal

warning given for no tail lights.

Summons service.

January 15, 2019
Agency assist: Ambulance.

January 16, 2019
Subpoena served.
Missing dog.

Citizen report DUIL: Unfounded.

January 18, 2019
Agency assist: Line crew.

January 19, 2019
Parking complaint: Citation issued to Omar
Sanchez, 29. For parking on private property.

January 20, 2019

Probation violation.

Welfare check.

Minor in consumption.

Traffic stop: Verbal warning for no head-

light.

Agency assist: Two reports of loud boom.

Warrant arrest: Dylan Franks, 29. On

charges of failure to appear.

There were five ambulance calls and two

dog complaints this week.
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Lady Wolves take
down Glacier Bears

By CALEB VIERKANT
Sentinel writer

The Lady Wolves
basketball team travelled to
Haines to face off against
the Glacier Bears in the second
weekend of conference games
this season. Things went in
Wrangell’s favor in both games,
and the team walked away with
two more victories under their
belts. The Lady Wolves are now
4-0 in conference play.

On Friday night, Jan. 18, the
Lady  Wolves  took a
commanding lead right from
the start. They lead by 23 points
by the end of the first quarter,
with Haines not able to
make a single basket. By the
end of the third quarter, the
Glacier Bears had only man-
aged to make eight points.
When the buzzer went off at the
end of the fourth quarter, the

Lady Wolves had blown the
Glacier Bears out of the water,
63 points to their 16.

Saturday’s game was more
challenging, but still a win for
Wrangell. The Glacier Bears
fought hard to make baskets
and keep up, but Wrangell was
able to maintain a solid lead.
The last varsity game also went
to the Lady Wolves, 79 to
Haines” 45. Coach Laurie
Brown said that Saturday’s
game was a good opportunity
for her younger players to show
off their skills.

“It was a really good week-
end,” said Brown. “The whole
group worked well at attacking
the basket and playing on de-
fense.”

This weekend, Wrangell will
host home games against Met-
lakatla. They will also face off
against Petersburg, the week-

III
t was a

really good
weekend.

The whole
group worked
well at attacking
the basket and
playing on

defense.

-Coach
Laurie Brown

end after next, during home-
coming.

COURTESY OF BILL MCROBERTS

The Lady Wolves had an amazing weekend in Haines last week-
end, playing against the Glacier Bears. Adding on another two
victories, the girl’s basketball team is now 4-0 in conference

games.

Legal services proposals discussed at Assembly workshop

By CALEB VIERKANT
Sentinel writer

Over the recent holiday season, the city
and borough of Wrangell issued a RFP, or
“request for proposal” for municipal legal
services.

Borough Clerk Kim Lane explained
that the borough assembly, by majority,
opted to see what other legal representa-
tion could be available for Wrangell, as
opposed to their current law firm Hoff-
man & Blasco. It was not that Wrangell
was dissatisfied with this firm’s services,
she said, they just wanted to see what
other options there were.

The RFP went out to multiple lawyers,
according to Borough Manager Lisa Von
Bargen, and they received two replies.
One response came from Scott Brandt-
Erichsen out of Ketchikan. The other came
from Joseph Levesque, from Anchorage.

School
News

Kayla Hay has been
named to the Dean’s List for
the fall of 2018 semester at
Montana State University lo-
cated in Bozeman, Montana.

Sentinel Fax

907.874.2303

your

The Borough met in a workshop last
Thursday, Jan. 17, to decide which lawyer
was worth bringing to Wrangell for fur-
ther interviews.

Before getting into business, Assembly-
member Patty Gilbert said she had some
concerns about how the RFP was han-
dled. The deadline to respond to the re-
quest, she said, had only been 12 business
days. That seemed like a very short time-
frame, she said, especially over the holi-
day season. Von Bargen apologized for
causing concern, but said she felt the two
responses they got were very good. She
also said that, in the future, they would set
RFEPs for a longer timeframe to respond.

Everyone on the assembly agreed that
what they were looking for in their legal
representation was someone who could
make timely responses to questions, and
who could simplify complicated matters.

SURPRISE

205 Front St
P.O. Box 798,

Wrangell AK, 99929

Ph: 874-2301
Fax: 874-2303

E: wrgsent@gmail.com

favorite birthday girl or boy
a birthday ad in the Sentinel!

Mayor Steve Prysunka said he did not
want a lawyer who would go on a long di-
atribe that went over his head. He wanted
someone he could understand. He added
that he favored Levesque, after reviewing
the proposals sent to the borough. Assem-
bly Member Jim DeBord agreed with the
mayor. Gilbert, on the other hand, felt that
Brandt-Erichsen was worth interviewing.
Other assembly members asked why they
could not bring both lawyers to Wrangell
for an interview.

“If we only invite one, we’ve kind of
made a decision,” said Assembly Member
David Powell.

After further discussion, it was agreed
that both lawyers should be brought to
town for interviews.

The assembly then turned to the ques-
tion of when and how the interviews
should be conducted. The main question

was whether the lawyers should be inter-
viewed together or separately. Prysunka
said that one of his concerns was stretch-
ing out the process of finding legal repre-
sentation unnecessarily long. It was
agreed upon by the assembly to interview
both lawyers separately, but to keep those
interviews as close together as possible.
The tentative plan was made to invite
both Levesque and Brandt-Erichsen to
Wrangell at the end of the month and con-
duct one interview in the afternoon, after
lunch, and the other interview either that
evening or the next morning.

Once the workshop was complete, the
assembly broke into a short executive ses-
sion to hear an update on the progress of
a formal grievance procedure with the In-
ternational Brotherhood of Electrical
Workers, a labor union the borough holds
a collective bargaining agreement with.

Call me today to see how much you can
save with Allstate’s good student discount.

9207-874-2359

Niccole Olsen

Petersburg Wrangell Insurance Center
220 Front St. Wrangell, AK 99929
inquiry@p-wins.com

@

Allstate.

You're in good hands.

Oldest continuously published
paper in Alaska

WRANGELL SEn!imEL

ESTABLISHED NOVEMBER 20, 1902

Published Weekly By: Pilot Publishing, Inc.
207 North Nordic Dr. , PO Box 930 e Petersburg, Alaska 99833
Phone 907-772-9393 ¢ Fax 907-772-4871

POSTMASTER: send address changes to Wrangell
Sentinel, P.O. Box 798, Wrangell, AK 99929

Sentinel Staff:

Production

© Copyright 2018

Co Publishers ..
Reporters..........

Front Office ......

Subscription Rates

........ Ron & Anne Loesch  Single Copy.......................$1.50
---------------- Caleb Vierkant |ocal......................oe.......$46
--------------------- Brian Varela  other Alaska......................$62
................... Tawney. Flores ond class/Lower 48 & HI.......$70
"""""""""" Ola Richards First Class............cceee.e......$102

The Wrangell Sentinel (USPS - 626480) is published every Thursday. Periodicals mail postage paid at Wrangell,
Alaska 99929. Offices at 205 Front St., Wrangell, Alaska 99929; phone 907-874-2301; Fax 907-874-2303; email
wrgsent@gmail.com; website: www.wrangellsentinel.com




January 24,2019 WRANGELL SENTINEL - Page 5

Wolves go 1-1 in close games against Haines
T M?&

By CALEB VIERKANT J
Sentinel writer I

The Wrangell Wolves bas-
ketball team had a hard-fought
set of games against the Haines
Glacier Bears last weekend.
Each game had its tense mo-
ments, as both games were de-
termined by only a few
baskets.

In the end, the Wolves were
able to claim one victory, and
one loss, against Haines. After
last weekend, the Wolves are
now 3-1 in conference games.

Wrangell held a decent lead
through the majority of Fri-
day’s game, on Jan. 18. They
held a 12-point lead at one
point, in the second quarter.

Things turned against them
in the fourth quarter, however.
The Glacier Bears were able to
gain momentum and catch up,
tying the game at 38 to 38. The
Wolves were able to pull

COURTESY OF BILL MCROBERTS ahead, but then the Glacier
The Wrangell Wolves faced off against the Haines Glacier Bears  Bears tied them again and pull
last weekend. The games, played on Friday and Saturday, were ahead. Then Wrangell tied the

very close and hard-fought. Wrangell came away with one win  Bears. There was lots of back-
and one loss. and-forth in the final minutes
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COURTESY OF KYLE CLAYTON

Brett Abrahamson (#45) jumping for a basket.

of the game, but Haines was
able to hold a lead of two
points as the clock wound
down. Wrangell attempted a
last-second three-pointer, but it
missed.

The Glacier Bears claimed a
narrow victory with a score of
45 to 43. Coach Cody Anger-
man said that it is always diffi-
cult to play games on the road,
and attributed the loss to the
Wolves allowing too many
turnovers.

“Had we protected the ball
and been a little smarter, the
outcome would have been dif-
ferent,” he said.

Saturday’s game went in
Wrangell’s favor, but it was still
a hard struggle. Both teams
stayed fairly close together in
points. By halftime, they were

Call Ottesen’s True
Value Hardware for
all your building &
special order needs.
Featuring:
Atrium Windows,
Snap-Loc Roofing,
Treated &
Untreated Wood

Phone 874-3377
Fax 874-3549

Ottesen’s

BENIND EVERY
PROJECTISA

ThuieYiabe

tied 20 to 20, thanks to a three-
pointer by the Glacier Bears in
the last moments of the quar-
ter. The Wolves pulled ahead in
the third quarter, but lost their
lead by the fourth. Angerman
said that they were down by
two points with only 20 sec-
onds left on the clock, but were
able to retie the game at 49-49.
A free throw by Brett Abra-
hamson (#45) gave Wrangell a
single point lead, which the
team built on. When the buzzer
went off, Wrangell had won
with a score of 54 to Haines’ 49.

“I'm not going to lie, it did
get a little tense,” Angerman
said. “I'm proud of them.”

Wrangell will go up against
Metlakatla next weekend, in a
set of home games. Angerman
said that Metlakatla is a hard
team to beat, but the team is fo-
cusing on their training and
will be prepared to face them.

The weekend after, on Feb. 1
and 2, the Wolves will face Pe-
tersburg in their homecoming
games.

(N K ELECTRIC\

Here to serve all
your electrical needs

COMMERCIAL
INDUSTRIAL

RESIDENTIAL

874-2770, #21633
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Classified/Legals

BOATS AND MARINE

IFQ’S AND FISHING PERMITS,
Alaskan Quota and Permits
LLC, 907-772-4000, 1-888-347-
4437 tfn1-3b15

WANTED

WANT TO RENT, furnished
apartment or house. April 1
through November. Contact An-
nette:  425-275-1597 3x1-
31pl4

SERVICES
LAMINATING services up to
11x17 at the Wrangell Sentinel.

Successful
Garage
Sales

...Always begin with an ad
in The Wrangell Sentinel.
Attract a crowd to your
next garage sale by placing
an ad in advance of your
garage sale.

Drop by the office.
We’ll even help you word
the ad should you desire
assistance.

WRANGELL Sﬁ[‘nﬁil

P.O. Box 798 ¢ 205 Front St.
Wrangell, AK 99929

PH: 874-2301 * Fax: 874-2303

EMAIL: wrgsent@gmail.com

Puzzle
answers
from Jan 17
Edition

8[6]4]3[2]1]9]5]7]
2/ 1]5]9]8]7]3]4]6]
3[7]9l4ls]6]8]2]1]
4[2]6]1[3[8]7]9]5]
9(8[7f5[4]2]1]6]3]
5[3]1]7]6]o]2]8]4]
7[4]3]8[9]5]6]1][2]
6[5]8)2/1]3[4]7]9]
[1]9]2]6]7]4]5]3[8]

205 Front St. 874-2301 tfndh

OFFICE SUPPLIES: Come see
our great selection for office,
school or home or place an
order. The Wrangell Sentinel, 205
Front St. 874-2301

NOTE OF THANKS

THE FAMILY OF DEAN
WRIGHT wishes to express their
gratitude to all that helped at his
celebration of life. Everyone that
stopped us on the streets to ex-
press condolences or give a kind

word, those that stopped by, for
all your thoughts, prayers, and
support, thank you. Dean
Wright's Family. .....1x1-31p50

SERVICES

COPIES: Black and white and
color copies up to 11x17. Send us
your files to print. The Wrangell
Sentinel, 205 Front St. 874-
2301 tindh

FAX SERVICES at the Sentinel.
Send or receive faxes. Fax num-
ber 874-2303 tindh

- FOR SALE L

Publish: January 24, 2019
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City & Borough of Wrangell, Alaska
PUBLIC NOTICE

36’ flberglass lobster boat design, Cummins diesel,
perfect for cruising and sport fishing.
Current marine survey available.

$138,000

Call John at 907-450-9229

At their Regular Assembly meeting held January 8, 2019, the

Borough Assembly approved canceling the Regular Assembly
meeting of February 12, 2019.

Kim Lane, MMC, Borough Clerk
City & Borough of Wrangell, Alaska

100% Guaranteed

not to be the same old office job!
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ALASKA MARINE HIGHWAY

Alaska is amazingly different, which means our employment opportunities are as well. If you're
tired of the same old office job and want to see more of Alaska, or you're just entering the work
force and know you don’t want to settle for ordinary, the Alaska Marine Highway has the ideal
opportunity for you!

AMHS is on the lookout for focused, hard-working individuals interested in positions in our
passenger services department. Whether your interest lies in a summer job, or permanent
work that can start you on the path to building your certifications for a successful maritime
career, AMHS is a great place to gain your sea legs. Best of all, you don't need any prior

maritime experience to apply!

If you love to travel and meet new people our passenger service employees provide
professional customer service and ensure the safety of our passengers while performing tasks

in the galley, dining room or cafés, crew mess, staterooms and public areas aboard the ferries.

AMHS offers competitive starting pay and a full benefit package that includes paid leave,
medical & dental coverage, retirement options, and opportunities for advancement. If you're
ready for a little more adventure and a little less of the same old thing, check out the full job

description at FerryAlaska.com/employment.

*The Alaska Marine Highway is a division of the State of Alaska, Department of
Transportation & Public Facilities. AMHS currently operates 9 vessels, with 2
under construction and 1 in the final design phase. AMHS employs approximately
1,000 employees system-wide. Employees live in 44 different Alaska
communities, with 82% of those employees residing in the Southeast Region.

FerryAlaska.com | 1-800-642-0066 [ D #alaskamarinehighway
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A laSka FZ.Sh FdCtOr By LAINE WELCH Fisheries columnist

Seafood industry contributed over $245 million in
taxes and fees to the state and over 50 municipalities

When most people think of
Alaska crab, they envision huge
boats pulling up “7 bys” for mil-
lions of pounds of bounty in the
Bering Sea. (7 bys refers to the
7'X7'x3’ size of the crab pots.)
But it is the smaller, local crab
fisheries that each winter give a
big economic boost to dozens of
coastal communities across the
Gulf of Alaska. They occur at a
time when many fishing towns
are feeling a lull while awaiting
the March start of halibut and
herring openers. The gearing up
means a nice pulse of extra
work and money for just about
every business tied to fishing.

High winds and overall
snotty weather delayed Ko-
diak’s Tanner crab fishery, but
83 boats dropped pots a day late
on January 16". They will com-
pete for a 615,000 pound catch
quota, an increase from 400,000
pounds last season. At an aver-
age weight of 2.2 pounds, that
will yield about 280,000 crabs.

The fishery will go fast, said
Natura Richardson, assistant
area manager for shellfish at the

Department of Fish and Game
office at Kodiak.

“It could be as quick as a cou-
ple days but it’s looking more
like four to six days, something
like that,” she said, adding that
the mid-winter crab season
picks up the pace at work.

“Oh yea, there’s a lot of activ-
ity with all the registrations and
figuring out who's going where.
There’s a lot of excitement in the
office. It's fun,” she said.

Reports of prices starting at
$4.65 a pound also were excit-
ing, an increase from $4.50 last
year. That could mean a payout
of nearly $3 million to Kodiak
fishermen.

Crab fisheries for Tanners
and golden king crab will open
throughout Southeast Alaska in
mid-February. A fleet of about
60 boats typically participates
each winter for a harvest of less
than one million pounds of
Tanners; around 30 boats fish for
golden king crab which has a
harvest guideline of about
70,000 pounds.

Southeast’s Dungeness crab

Federal Subsistence
Regional Advisory Councils

Help advise the Federal Subsistence Board
on the management of fish and wildlife
resources on Federal public lands and

other subsistence issues in your region.

Application Deadline
February 8, 2019

For an application call
(800) 478-1456 or (907) 786-3880
or visit www.doi.gov/subsistence

OFFICE SUPPLIES

Available at the Sentinel office

Don’t see what you need?
The Petersburg Pilot office supply store stocks
over 3000 products.

Free shipping from the Petersburg Pilot store in

Petersburg, usually by the next week.
Special orders welcome.

WRANGELL S‘E%EEIBIEI.

|
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205 Front Street, P.O. Box 798 Wrangell,
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JOM Dancers at Baby Raven Reads

Wrangell’s JOM Dancers stopped by Head Start last Saturday to perform for the Baby Raven
Reads group. Baby Raven Reads is a reading program that helps teach native children about
their culture, and also helps them in school preparedness and mental development.

fishery, which occurs in the
summer and late fall, is one of
the region’s most lucrative fish-
eries. In the 2017/18 season, a
fleet of about 200 boats took just
under 2 million pounds (937,701
crabs) valued at nearly $6 mil-
lion to local fishermen.

Processor reports for 2017
show that they paid $194 mil-
lion for total crab
purchases from Alaska fisher-
men and sold it to customers for
nearly $252 million.

Fish stats - One click will
take you to a site where you will
find all you need to know about
prices and landings for nearly
every Alaska fish species, where
they were caught, how much of
each was processed and into
what products, and what
processors sold it all for.

It’s called Commercial Fish-
eries Statistics and Data from
the Department of Fish and
Game and it extends back to the
early 1980s.

For salmon, charts and
graphs show historical harvest
rankings by the number of fish,
the total poundage and average
prices for each species by Alaska
region and more.

It shows that at Cook Inlet,
for example, the highest sockeye
price ever paid was $2.54 a
pound in 1988, the lowest price
was 56 cents in 2002. The best
sockeye price to fishermen at
Kodiak was $1.83 paid in 2014.
At Bristol Bay, the lowest sock-
eye price was 42 cents a pound
paid in 2001. The highest price
for chum salmon at Southeast
was $1.03 per pound in 1988; in
Prince William Sound the low
for pinks was 9 cents in 1996, the
high was 82 cents in 1988.

Click on herring and you’ll
see that for Southeast Alaska’s
sac roe fishery, the average price
in 2017 was 38 cents a pound
and 51 cents for food and bait

herring.

The shellfish data includes
octopus, shrimp and all crab
taken in state waters, meaning
out to three miles from shore

It also covers aquatic farming
and shows that through 2017, 35
farms in Alaska were producing
shellfish and sold nearly 2 mil-
lion oysters in 2017. The first
harvest ever of seaweeds (from
Kodiak) that year totaled nearly
17,000 pounds.

The dive fisheries are in-
cluded, as are harvests of ling-
cod, pollock, cod, rockfish and
other whitefish.

Data from Alaska processors
are compiled in Commercial
Operator’s Annual Reports
(COAR) and show how much
fish was processed into frozen,
fresh, canned and other forms,
plus the wholesale poundages
and values by species and area
going back to 1984.

For sea cucumbers from
Southeast, for example, proces-
sors purchased 1.3 million
pounds in 2017 and sold them to
customers for nearly $12 million
dollars. At the Alaska Peninsula,
nearly 17 million pounds of cod
were processed valued at $27
million to local processors.

Find the statistics and data
pages at the Alaska Department
of Fish and Game website on the
left sidebar under fishing.

WA is big AK fish winner -
Each year United Fishermen of
Alaska updates its Fishing
Facts that provide snapshots of
coastal communities and mu-
nicipalities throughout Alaska,
plus the west coast. The num-
bers show that is where most of
the fish bucks flow.

The latest data show that
just under 9,000 permit holders
fished in 2017, of which 70 per-
cent were Alaska residents.
Nearly 22,000 crew licenses
were purchased, split almost

evenly between in and out of
state residents.

The 2017 Alaska harvest to-
taled 6.4 Billion pounds valued
at $1.8 Billion in gross dockside
earnings for fishermen.

The seafood industry pro-
vided over 64,000 direct jobs
making it Alaska’s largest pri-
vate-sector employer, and it
contributed over $245 million
in taxes and fees to the State
and over 50 local municipali-
ties.

Permit holders live in 214
Alaska communities and every
U.S. state except for West Vir-
ginia.

Fishing vessels registered to
California owners totaled 1,423
which harvested 160 million
pounds of seafood valued at
$36.6 million.

There were 2,723 vessels reg-
istered to Oregon owners who
landed 576 million pounds val-
ued at $136 million at the
Alaska docks.

It’s the state of Washington
that takes home the bulk of the
benefits from Alaska’s fisheries.

A total of 1,713 fishing ves-
sels plying Alaska’s waters in
2017 were registered to Wash-
ington owners. Permit holders
plus crew from Washington
who fished in Alaska added up
to 6,707.

And it was those fishermen
who took home most of
Alaska’s catch and paychecks.

Of the 6.4 Billion pounds
landed in Alaska, just under 4
billion pounds were taken by
Washington residents. And of
the total $1.8 Billion dockside
seafood value, $873 million
went to Washington.

United Fishermen of Alaska
is the nation’s largest commer-
cial fishing trade organization
with 35 member groups rang-
ing from small skiff operators
to huge at-sea catcher proces-
SOrS.
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Assembly discusses low water levels, police statistics

By CALEB VIERKANT
Sentinel writer

Water levels in Swan and
Tyee lakes were a hot topic at
Tuesday night’s assembly
meeting. Mayor Steve
Prysunka gave a presentation
to the borough assembly,
informing them that Wrangell
might be facing power supply
issues in the future. He
explained that there are three
communities in  question
with this looming issue:
Wrangell, Petersburg, and
Ketchikan. Ketchikan gets
most of its power from Swan
Lake, while the power plant at
Tyee supplies Wrangell and
Petersburg. However, extra
power from Tyee Lake can be
sold to Ketchikan, when it is
available. Prysunka said that
the Southeast Alaska Power
Agency has oversold power
from Tyee, and has put
Wrangell and Petersburg in
danger of having to switch to
diesel power.

Water levels in both
lakes are low, the mayor said.
Swan lake is at a water
level of 285 feet, which can
provide approximately 22.7
days of power. Tyee Lake is at
a level of 1,277 feet, or
about 32.8 days of power.
Prysunka showed a slide of
water levels over several years.
The low point for water levels,
and thus power supply,
has always come in the months
of April or May. The
water level currently, in
January, is at the April/May
level. Despite this, he said,
SEAPA continued to sell Tyee
Lake power to Ketchikan until
September of 2018. His
contention is that SEAPA
oversold power that rightfully
belonged to Wrangell. By
doing so, they put this
community and Petersburg in
a bad position. He said that
SEAPA owes Wrangell power,
and if they could not provide it
they owed the city money to
cover the cost of running diesel

generators for potentially
months.

Prysunka and Borough
Manager Lisa Von
Bargen received an email from
SEAPA representatives

stating that there was a plan
being put in place to “alleviate
some of the risk associated
with pending weather
uncertainty.” Power from Swan
Lake will be sent north when it
would be the most efficient use
of water, easing some of the
strain being put on Tyee
Lake. Reserves in Swan Lake
will also be increased via hydro
and diesel generation. Despite

Mt

Like a Photo?

Reprints of Sentinel photos are
available by calling
the Sentinel.

874-2301

this plan, the assembly all
agreed that it would be a good
idea to begin talking about
ways for the community to
conserve energy.

Another big part of the
meeting was a document of po-
lice statistics over the past year,
which had been given to the
borough a few meetings ago.
Having had time to review
these statistics, which cover the
number and types of crimes in
the community, the borough
had some questions. Officer
Bruce Smith, with the Wrangell
Police Department, attended

the meeting to answer those
questions.

Assembly Member
Jim DeBord brought up that
the document showed an 82
percent increase in traffic
incidents, about 544 cases
through the year. He asked if it
was a good wuse of the
department’s time to pull over
almost a fourth of the
population of Wrangell. Smith
answered that the 544 incidents
were not all just pulling
people over for tickets.
These cases included aban-
doned vehicles, complaints,

and many cases where the
driver could not provide im-
mediate proof of insurance.
Many of the charges made in
the last case were voided once
the driver appeared at the po-
lice station to prove they did
have insurance.

Assembly Member Patty
Gilbert also asked if the police
had seen an uptick in drug-re-
lated offenses since Alaska had
legalized marijuana. Smith
replied that there had been a
few charges related to im-
proper marijuana use, as well
as some involving meth. Later

on, in response to another
question, he said that Wrangell
only saw three drug related
traffic offenses last year, with a
fourth pending investigation.

Other items covered in the
meeting included approval of a
first hearing of the “Cur-
leyville” replat, a rezoning of
lots to give a portion of prop-
erty belonging to the Presbyte-
rian Church to a neighboring
property, and a resolution that
authorizes the conveyance of
public land to Chet and Bar-
bara Powell for the amount of
$36,500.

CAN SUMMER VISITORS

2019 Wrangell
Guide
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8,000 copies
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