
Wrangell, Alaska
August 2, 2023

Volume 121, Number 31 Oldest Continuously Published Newspaper in Alaska 12 Pages      $1.50

Bears, bees and 
artwork highlight 
event, Page 6

By Marc Lutz
Sentinel editor

Newly cleaned flooring, new 
paint and new faces will be 
among the changes students see 
as they return to school on Aug. 
24. However, there will be plen-
ty going on that students don’t 
really notice.

School district staff are work-
ing hard to prepare for the com-
ing educational year, whether 
it be in updating their certifica-
tions, preparing the classrooms 
or focusing on all the little de-
tails to ensure a successful year 
for kids.

Online registration will be-
gin Aug. 11 on the school dis-
trict website, while in-person 
registration will be held for all 
schools from 9 a.m. to noon and 
1 to 3 p.m. Aug. 14 at the Ever-
green Elementary School gym.

Much work has been done 
and is still being done, said 
Schools Superintendent Bill 
Burr, to get the buildings ready. 

“Because the custodians have 
been cleaning, they’ve been 
doing carpets, they’ve been re-
surfacing flooring, most of the 
classrooms are shoved to the 
walls and we’re not letting peo-
ple (teachers) back in yet,” he 
said.

While most of those teachers 
are returning, there are a few 

British rangers use 
worldwide vacation 
to volunteer, learn 
conservation methods

By Marc Lutz
Sentinel editor

When most people think of 
vacation, they don’t necessar-
ily think about work. But for 
visiting Britons Kate Dziubins-
ka and Charlie Winchester, 
their work is the reason for 
their vacation.

Winchester, 35, and Dzi-
ubinska (pronounced Juh-
bin-skuh), 29, arrived in 
Wrangell on July 11 as part of 
a multi-country tour to learn 
how other countries are doing 
conservation work in wilder-
ness areas. It’s taken a lot of 
planning and saving (as most 
of their travel is self-financed), 
but it’s yielding a world of in-
formation. 

The two worked as park 
rangers in Britain and are cur-
rently volunteering with the 
U.S. Forest Service’s district 
office in Wrangell. Dziubinska 
has a degree in ecology and 
Winchester has an undergrad-
uate degree in geography and 
a master’s degree in environ-
mental science. They took time 
from their busy schedule on 
July 26 to talk about why they 
came to Alaska, what they’re 
learning and contributing, and 
where they will go from here.

Where are you both from?
Charlie Winchester: “We 

were both working in the 

southeast of England in a coun-
ty called Sussex. That’s where I 
was born and grew up.”

Kate Dziubinska: “I’m origi-
nally from the northwest of En-
gland, kind of near Manchester 
and Liverpool. Blackpool. No-
body ever knows where Black-
pool is, so I say Manchester and 
Liverpool and people say, ‘Oh, 
yeah! The football clubs!’”

What work were you doing?

KD: “We were working as 
national park rangers. The 
U.K.’s newest national park 
is the South Downs National 
Park. It’s about an hour from 
London, hour and a half. It’s a 
very busy national park. Very 
highly populated. Lots of big 
towns and cities on the edges, 
as well.”

CW: “It was officially desig-
nated in 2011. We met, I started 
the job and Kate was already 

there, this was back in 2017, 
and that’s how we met. We 
were both doing the same job, 
both working as rangers.”

Why did you come to the 
U.S.?

CW: “Around the time of 
the pandemic, we were look-
ing into working abroad, doing 
something related to being a 
ranger in other countries. The 

PHOTO BY MARC LUTZ/WRANGELL SENTINEL
Kate Dziubinska, left, and Charlie Winchester, of Britain, are volunteering with the U.S. Forest Ser-
vice Wrangell Ranger District as part of a working vacation to learn about wilderness conservation 
techniques in Alaska. The trip is part of a larger, worldwide journey the two are taking.

Visiting volunteerism

Continued on page 5

School staff 
prepares for 
students and 
Aug. 24 start

Continued on page 5

By Caroleine James
Sentinel reporter

In the coming months, the borough plans to 
get stricter about enforcing parts of its municipal 
code — particularly rules prohibiting trash and 
derelict cars or boats from accumulating on peo-
ple’s property.

At a work session June 25, the assembly met 
with Borough Manager Jeff Good, Police Chief 
Tom Radke, Economic Development Director 
Kate Thomas and Public Works Director Tom We-
tor to discuss what this new push for enforcement 
might look like in practice. 

“We’re not here to have a revenue stream,” said 
Radke. “We’re here to improve the town. … It’s 
like a building block. One you start addressing 
issues, things start getting cleaned up. … It’s just 
hard to get that ball rolling.”

Good reached out to municipal officials in Sitka, 
Petersburg and Craig to learn how nearby com-
munities approach the issue, and shared his find-
ings with the assembly.

In Craig, the police department handles code 
enforcement, with the city planner occasionally 
stepping in for zoning code violations. Petersburg 
has a designated code enforcement officer. Sitka 
has a code enforcement panel comprised of rep-
resentatives from the police department, planning 
and zoning, fire department, and public works. 
Juneau uses a similar approach.

The Wrangell assembly expressed interest in 
creating a code enforcement panel based off the 
model Sitka uses. Borough officials are still not 
certain of the exact form this panel might take: 
how often it would meet, what step of the existing 
enforcement process it would slot into, the types 

of decisions it would make and whether it would 
be written into municipal code, for example. 

“I think we’re just trying to figure out the pro-
cess,” said Borough Clerk Kim Lane. “My next step 
is going to be looking at different codes and just 
trying to figure out how we want ours to look.” 

The assembly was also interested in one of Pe-
tersburg’s enforcement techniques — holding a 
cleanup period where disposal fees for junked 
cars would be waived, as long as owners agreed 
to get rid of them within the designated time. To 
dispose of a junked vehicle in Wrangell, its fluids 
must be drained, which can cost over $200. Good 
suggested the possibility of setting money aside to 
pay for the extra borough labor that would be re-
quired to move a high volume of vehicles during 
a grace period. 

“If you do that, you’re going to get some vehi-
cles,” Radke added. “Be prepared for what you’re 
going to get. I think you’re going to get a lot more 
than you think.”

Assembly Member Jim DeBord supported the 
goal of enforcement, but didn’t want it to become 
overly punitive. For example, clearing the side-
walk in front of a property is a property owner’s 
responsibility even though sidewalks are borough 
owned, but he hoped that stricter enforcement 
wouldn’t mean “asking some 78-year-old woman 
to go out there with a snow shovel,” he said. 

“I support low-hanging fruit,” he continued. “I 
don’t support going down the rabbit hole too far.”

Economic Development Director Kate Thomas 
offered her department’s services to get the word 
out to community members about the coming 
changes. A public education campaign should 

Borough assembly considers setting up 
new panel to work on code enforcement

Continued on page 4

By Sage Smiley
KSTK

It wasn’t a downpour but it 
was enough to raise the water 
level at both reservoirs and ease 
fears of shortages, Public Works 
Director Tom Wetor said of the 
rainfall Sunday and Monday.

“Overall, I’m feeling pret-
ty good,” he said Monday 
morning.

With just a few weeks left of 
the heaviest water demand for 
salmon processing, and with 
the traditionally rainy weather 
of early fall approaching, We-
tor thinks Wrangell will make it 
through the summer. “We’re in 
pretty good shape right now.”

The borough last week urged 
residents to conserve water after 
a dry few weeks put a dent in the 
community’s reservoirs. 

Like the rest of Southeast 
Alaska, Wrangell is surrounded 
by North America’s largest tem-
perate rainforest — the Tongass. 
But living in a rainforest doesn’t 
prevent all water issues. 

Wrangell was at about 70% of 
its normal rainfall for the month 
as of July 25, according to the 
National Weather Service in Ju-
neau. Less than an inch total was 
forecast through Tuesday be-
fore dry days are expected back 

through to the weekend.
That dry spell and high-

er-than-average water consump-
tion had left Wrangell on the 
edge of implementing manda-
tory conservation measures. The 
community has been using close 
to a million gallons of treated 
water per day in recent weeks, 
according to a report from the 
Public Works Department — 
pushing the water treatment 
plant’s production capacity. 

“We’ve had a dry couple of 
weeks,” Borough Manager Jeff 
Good told the borough assem-
bly July 25. “We’re four feet 
down on the lower reservoir. 
The upper reservoir is full, but 
no longer spilling, so they have 
started siphoning.”

The upper reservoir has a ca-
pacity of about 47 million gal-
lons, while the lower reservoir 
has a capacity of about 21 mil-
lion. But some of that water is 
unusable because the drainpipes 
don’t come in at the very bottom.

Wetor estimated Monday 
that the community had just 
over two months of water in 
the reservoirs, with the upper 
reservoir down about two feet, 
same as the lower.  

“We’re seesawing back and 

Reservoir levels improve, 
easing water shortage risk

Continued on page 5
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Northbound 			  Southbound

Sunday, Aug. 6		  Wednesday, Aug. 9
Columbia, 4:45 p.m.		  Columbia, 8:30 a.m.
Sunday, Aug. 13		  Wednesday, Aug. 16
Columbia, 1:45 p.m.		  Columbia, 6:15 a.m.
Sunday, Aug. 20		  Wednesday, Aug. 23
Columbia, 3:45 p.m.		  Columbia, 6:15 a.m.
Sunday, Aug. 27		  Wednesday, Aug. 30
Columbia, 4:15 p.m.		  Columbia, 6 a.m.

Ferry Schedule

All times listed are scheduled departure times.  
Call the terminal at 907-874-2021 for information  

or call 907-874-3711 or 800-642-0066 for recorded information.

Birthdays & Anniversaries

Senior Center Menu 
Open for in-person dining. Must be fully vaccinated.

Tides
High Tides Low Tides

	 AM		  PM	                         AM                           PM
	 Time	 Ft	 Time	 Ft          	 Time     Ft	 Time	 Ft
Aug. 2     	 01:30   	 18.9   	 02:31    	 16.4    		  07:59   -3.8   	 08:04    	 1.5
Aug. 3     	 02:19   	 19.0   	 03:12    	 17.0    		  08:42  -3.7   	 08:53    	 0.9
Aug. 4     	 03:07   	 18.5   	 03:54    	17.3    		  09:24  -3.0   		 09:42   	 0.6
Aug. 5     	 03:56   	 17.5   	 04:36    	17.3    		  10:06    -1.8   		 10:34    	 0.7
Aug. 6     	 04:46   	 16.0   	 05:19    	 16.9    		  10:49    -0.3   	 11:29   	 1.0
Aug. 7     	 05:41   	 14.3   	 06:08    	16.3    		  11:34    		 1.4     	 . . . .      		 . . . 
Aug. 8     	 06:47   	 12.7   	 07:04    	15.6    		  00:28    	1.4    	 12:24    	 3.2

Aug. 2, 1923
Ed Grigwire Sr. and Ed Grig-

wire Jr. came in Monday from 
Anita Bay where they spent 
Sunday fishing. They brought 
back a boatload of trout, which 
was one of the largest catches 
of freshwater fish ever seen in 
Wrangell. It hardly seems possi-
ble that two people could have 
had the energy to have taken 
out so many fish in one day. 
Wrangell is surely a fisherman’s 
paradise and the Grigwires are 
the town’s two most enthusias-
tic piscatorial artists.

July 30, 1948
“Here comes Charlie,” a local 

talent play put on last Sunday 
afternoon and Monday evening 
by a group of Emblem Club and 
Elks members, met with enthu-
siastic approval of the audience 
of the George Washington pas-
sengers in port at the time and 
with local citizens. Many re-
quests have been received for a 
repeat performance, and Virgil 
Neyman, who directed the play, 
said it was possible the show 
would be repeated after the fish-
ing season. The cast wishes to 
thank all local folks who helped 
make the show the success it 
was. Sunday’s performance can 

be credited to Mr. A.R. Brueger 
of Wrangell-Farwest Cannery. 
When one member of the cast 
became storm-bound on a 
tow boat at Douglas Bay and 
it looked as though the play 
would have to be postponed, 
Mr. Brueger sent his plane and 
pilot, Stuart Adams, to bring the 
actor in.

Aug. 3, 1973
Closure of Wrangell’s two 

sawmills for maintenance has 
been postponed indefinitely and 
the mills’ two shifts have been 
put on six-day weeks to pro-
duce lumber for two extra ships 
due to dock here. Mills Manager 
Lance Ingle said the Wrangell 
Maru and the Sitka Maru are 
due to take on lumber cargos 
instead of the pulp they were 
originally scheduled to load in 
Sitka. The change is due to a 
worker’s strike at Sitka Pulp, In-
gle said. The ships were divert-
ed to Wrangell following devel-
opment of the strike, Ingle said. 
It will be the Sitka Maru’s first 
visit to Wrangell. The Wrangell 
Maru calls regularly. The mills 
were to have closed next week 
for maintenance work, includ-
ing razing of the scrap burner in 
town at Wrangell Lumber Co.  

Aug. 6, 1998
Fires up the Stikine River 

became active again this past 
weekend, raising concern 
with local residents and Ca-
nadian firefighing units. Ac-
cording to Al McDonald with 
the Canadian Northwest Fire 
Center, due to the warm, dry 
weather for the past few days, 
combined with very gusty af-
ternoon winds, two large fires 
near Telegraph Creek made 
significant runs on Friday and 
again on Saturday. Since the 
beginning of August there 
have been 149 new fires, 129 
caused by lightning in British 
Columbia. The smoke from 
two of those fires have been 
drifting toward Wrangell 
since the weekend. According 
to McDonald, this is created 
when there is very little wind 
movement. The smoke lays in 
the area, then like a river will 
follow the valleys out, and in 
this case it is moving down 
the Stikine to the Wrangell 
area. Cooler weather has been 
forecast for the remainder of 
the week, with possible show-
ers. If so, the fire danger rat-
ings will stabilize.

Wrangell Roundup: Special Events
WRANGELL SCHOOL BOARD will hold a work session to conduct the school board self-evalua-
tion at 6:30 p.m. Monday, Aug. 7, in Evergreen Elementary School Room 101. No formal action will be 
taken.

COMMUNITY POTLUCK at 6 p.m. Fridays through August at the sheltered site on Nemo Point 
Road. All are welcome.

MUSKEG MEADOWS will hold the Women’s Cancer Care Fun and Frolic best-ball golf tournament 
on Saturday, Aug. 5. The tournaments start at 10 a.m.; register by 9:30 a.m. 

NOLAN CENTER THEATER no movie this weekend. 

BACK-TO-SCHOOL REGISTRATION for grades K-12. Online registration will be live on Aug. 11. 
In person registration, 9 a.m. to noon and 1-3 p.m. on Aug. 14 in the Evergreen Elementary gym for 
grades K-12. School begins on Aug. 24.

RETRO DISCO ADULT PROM at 8 p.m. Saturday, Aug. 19, at the Elks. Light refreshments and 
beverages available for purchase. Estavan’s Taqueria will be outside the Elks at 8:30 p.m. to fuel up 
your dancing machine. Tickets are $25 until Aug. 5; after that they will be $30. Tickets can be bought 
from Wrangell Burial Asstance board members or venmo @wba_99929. All proceeds go to Wrangell 
Burial Assistance. 

WRANGELL PARKS and RECREATION is offering multiple activities to get your body moving. 
For more information on any of the activities and more visit www.wrangellrec.com or call 907-874-
2444.

• SUNRISE and SUNSET HIKES,  start and end your day with some fresh air, movement, good 
company and a great view. 

Sunrise hike: Sunday, Aug. 6; sunrise is at 5 a.m., start the hike at 4:30 a.m. at Mount Dewey trail-
head.

Sunrise hike: Monday, Aug. 21; sunrise is at 5:30 a.m., start the hike at 5 a.m. at Mount Dewey 
trailhead. 

Sunset hike: Wednesday, Aug. 2; sunset is at 8:57 p.m., start the hike at 8:30 p.m. at Rainbow Falls 
trailhead.

Sunset hike: Saturday, Aug. 26; sunset is at 8 p.m., start the hike at 7:30 p.m. at Mount Dewey 
trailhead.

• POWER HOUR, noon to 5 p.m. Sundays through August for weights, cardio racquetball, wally-
ball at the recreation center. Join us for a workout. Must be 17 years and up with a waiver on file. 
Daily rates apply. Passes and punch cards can be used. No administrative services will be available. 
Check in with the staff to sign in.  

• JIU-JITSU, 5:30 to 7 p.m. Mondays and Wednesdays; 10 to 11 a.m. Saturdays at the community 
center multi-purpose room with Victorian Carney. Ages 16 years and up.  $5 fee.  

Want more attendance at your meeting or event? Send information for Roundup to wrgsent@gmail.com or 
call 907-874-2301.

The Way We Were In the Sentinel 100, 75, 50 and 25 years ago.

Learn more at Club49Hub.com

FREE TRAVEL BENEFITS JUST FOR YOU.

The Sentinel extends its best wishes to everyone listed in the chamber 
of commerce community birthday calendar. 

Wednesday, Aug. 2: None.

Thursday, Aug. 3: Edna Nore, Jillian Privett.

Friday, Aug. 4: None.

Saturday, Aug. 5: None.

Sunday, Aug. 6: None.

Monday, Aug. 7: Rosemary Rooney.

Tuesday, Aug. 8: Brian McCloskey, Emma Olson; 
Anniversaries: Jeff Brown and Jen Banks, Harley 
and Lana Johnson.

Thursday, Aug. 3
Pineapple lemon chicken, green beans, 

sukiyaki salad, rice vegetable pilaf
Friday, Aug. 4

Creole pork steaks, harvard beets,
danish salad, cornbread

Monday, Aug. 7
Closed. Shelf-stable meal and fruit cup

delivered on Friday, Aug. 4.
Tuesday, Aug. 8

Beef vegetable soup, peaches and cottage cheese,
whole grain crackers
Wednesday, Aug. 9

Pork stir fry, mixed vegetables, fruit slaw, rice

Call the senior center at 907-874-2066 24 hours in advance to reserve 
a seat at lunch or to request delivery. The senior van is available to 

take seniors to medical appointments, errands such as collecting mail, 
getting prescriptions or other essential items.



By Caroleine James
Sentinel reporter

At its July 25 meeting, the bor-
ough assembly decided not to 
contribute $25,000 to keep a state 
Office of Children’s Services case-
worker in town. 

The current in-town caseworker 
is moving off the island, explained 
Borough Manager Jeff Good, so 
the position would be left vacant 
regardless of whether the borough 
contributed funds.

“It doesn’t sound like (OCS) is 
really excited about trying to bring 
somebody back here to fill the po-
sition,” he said. “I’m not sure what 
we get out of spending this money 
and then trying to go after OCS to 
bring the position back here.”

Caseworker Jennifer Ridgeway 
declined to comment.

“OCS leadership is currently 
evaluating and discussing how 
to handle the vacancy, but we are 
confident in our ability to contin-
ue supporting the Wrangell com-
munity effectively in the future,” 
Brian Studstill, communications 
director for the Alaska Depart-
ment of Family and Community 
Services, wrote in an email on 
Monday. 

Ridgeway transferred from Pe-
tersburg to Wrangell in February 
2022 after community advocates 
argued that having a caseworker 
in town would improve services 
for minors in unsafe living situa-
tions. However, to get the state to 

reopen an office in Wrangell, the 
borough had to enter a cost-shar-
ing agreement. The borough 
agreed to pay half the salary, ben-
efits and expenses — $53,000 last 
year. Good negotiated the sum 
down to $25,000 for this year.

Though the position was based 
in Wrangell, the caseworker trav-
eled around Southeast. Borough 
officials felt that the agreement 
left Wrangell footing the bill for 
services that other communities 
inordinately benefited from.

Wrangell was the only com-
munity in Alaska that helped pay 
for its OCS caseworker last year, 
though other places have entered 
into similar cost-sharing agree-
ments in the past.

When Ridgeway leaves and the 
office is vacant, services will be 
provided by phone or visits from 
other offices, the same as for years 
before the OCS Wrangell position 
was filled. The office was closed 
more than a decade ago amid 
budget cuts.

State Rep. Dan Ortiz, who rep-
resents Wrangell, tried for years 
to restore funding for the position, 
striking a deal in 2021 for the 50-50 
cost share as a compromise to win 
enough support in the Legislature 
and from the governor.

“As calls demand, they will still 
bring someone here on a case-
by-case basis,” said Good. “We’ll 
still get the services, we just won’t 
have someone here.”

Regardless of whether the case-

worker had planned to stay or not, 
Assembly Member David Pow-
ell was going to vote against the 
$25,000 borough contribution, he 
said. “We already give them office 
space. No other community is put-
ting in for this, so why would we 
even pay for a quarter of it if it’s 
being used by a lot of other com-
munities and they’re not paying 
anything?”

“(The state) should be funding 
this for our community,” he con-

tinued. “We should not be los-
ing something because of what 
they’re doing.”

Bob Dalrymple was the only 
assembly member who voted in 
favor of the funding. Though he 
agrees that it should be the state’s 
responsibility to fund casework-
ers, he was concerned that losing 
an in-town representative might 
damage services for children.

“I feel that without some kind 
of support from Wrangell, we 

would get reduced service,” he 
said. “When they set that up, there 
was a pretty strong case made 
for supporting the program with 
funding. I kind of regret the state 
not supporting it themselves … 
but I just fear that the state will not 
provide that support if we don’t 
provide some cash for it.”

“I’m a strong believer that if you 
don’t have the presence or the ser-
vice in the town, you don’t get that 
service,” Dalrymple added.

Borough assembly votes against funding for children’s services caseworker
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By Caroleine James
Sentinel reporter

Since its 2020 opening, Sirene Spa has 
been freshening faces, lengthening lashes, 
clearing pores and applying perfect tans. 
But now, the spa is giving itself a makeover. 

Esthetician Robyn Byrd has changed 
the name of her business from “Sirene 
Spa” to “Salt and Cedar” — a name that 
honors her Tlingit heritage and better re-
flects her updated establishment, which 
has expanded to include Alaska gifts, jew-
elry and more. The spa has also moved 
from the Churchill Building to a larger, 
more accessible space at 106 Lynch St.

Though Salt and Cedar started taking 
appointments at the new location as of 
July 18, the business has not yet held its 
grand opening. Byrd is planning a block 
party for Aug. 5 with food vendors and, 
hopefully, live music. More details will 
be announced closer to the date. 

Byrd moved to Wrangell from Wash-
ington state in the early days of the 
COVID-19 pandemic and opened her 
day spa at its previous location. The 
space allowed her to bring new services 
to town, like facials and lash extensions, 
but the cramped, out-of-the-way setting 
made it tough to provide a full range of 
services and attract new customers off 
the street, she said. 

“Before, it was just word-of-mouth,” 
she said of her business’s growth. At Salt 
and Cedar, she’s already seen more new 
customers investigate her storefront, or 
come in to buy products or ask questions. 

“I did really well there (the Churchill 
Building), but always wanted to expand 
and was constantly looking for a bigger 
space,” she said. “I knew I wanted to do 
a local gift shop and so I always kept 
that in the back of my mind and always 
was looking.” 

Wrangell’s tight downtown real estate 
market made the search difficult. After a 
few near misses, Byrd secured the corner 

location vacated by Prism Optical. She 
now has over twice the square footage 
she had before the move.

Salt and Cedar is divided into three 
areas that will be separated by privacy 
curtains as Byrd continues to put fin-
ishing touches on the renovated space. 
The first area is a waiting room and gift 
shop. Customers can browse a selection 
of skincare products, jewelry and local 
crafts, or lounge against one of Byrd’s 
handmade sea otter fur pillows while 
waiting for their appointments.

The next area features a spa bed where 
Byrd does facials, hair removal, lash ex-

tensions and more. She uses a “sugar-
ing” technique to remove body hair — a 
less painful alternative to waxing, with 
a lower likelihood for ingrown hairs. 
Pastel-colored facial treatments in fla-
vors like Belgian Cacao, Pure Himalayan 
White Tea and Egyptian Rose line a shelf 
near the bed. Byrd does skin consulta-
tions with her clients so that each facial is 
customized to their needs. 

In a smaller room near the back of 
the spa, there’s a space for spray tans. 
This 10-minute procedure can leave cli-
ents looking like they’re vacationing in 
a tropical isle — even in the middle of 
Alaska winter. Byrd’s previous space 

was so small that she couldn’t do facials 
and spray tans on the same days, since 
it meant temporarily putting away the 
spa table and switching out all her equip-
ment. At her new location, each proce-
dure gets a designated area. 

The spa’s unique layout and its porta-
ble sink setup were designed and built 
by Byrd’s partner, Earon Gross. 

For now, bookings are still by appoint-
ment only, but Byrd is considering opening 
up walk-in hours in the near future. A web-
site update is also on the horizon, but at the 
moment, bookings are available at the spa’s 
old site, sirenespa.glossgenius.com. 

Salt and Cedar spa to celebrate relocation with grand opening

PHOTO BY CAROLEINE JAMES/WRANGELL SENTINEL
Esthetician Robyn Byrd stands in the gift shop of her updated spa, Salt and Cedar. In addition to the facials, lash extensions 
and other services she provided in her old space, she now offers Alaska gifts made by local artists. 
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By Larry Persily

Publisher
Elected officials who say the proposed Alaska 

North Slope natural gas project is closer than 
ever to putting steel pipe in the ground and mon-
ey in the pockets of construction workers should 
take a break from their political grandstanding 
and pay attention to the facts.

Not a single analyst tracking gas projects 
around the world ever mentions Alaska when 
they list developments with the best potential of 
getting built. The talk about multiple liquefied 
natural gas export projects going to construction 
along the U.S. Gulf Coast, in Qatar, Mozambique, 
Papua New Guinea, Australia, even Russia, but 
not Alaska.

The state has spent close to $1 billion on mul-
tiple variations of a North Slope 
gas pipeline in the past 20 years, 
and has permits, rights of way, 
engineering work and studies 
in hand — but not one investor 
or partner or customer is willing 
to sign a contract, write a check 
and take any risk. It’s all on the 
state treasury at the moment 
and has been for years, includ-
ing several hundred million 
dollars for the state-led project to liquefy the gas 
for seaborne export to Asia.

Just a few months ago, the Legislature and 
governor agreed to write an additional $5.5 
million in checks on the state treasury to keep the 
dream alive another year.

And yet after spending all that money on 
gas line dreams, the state is offering to sell 75% 
ownership in the venture for $150 million so that 
it can pay to finish engineering and design work 
while shopping for investors and financing for 
the tens of billions of dollars needed to build the 
project. But even at that discounted asking price, 
no one has signed a deal.

The North Slope producers walked away 
from the expensive and unreachable dream in 
2016, turning over their work with best wishes 
to the state.

Meanwhile, the Alaska Gasline Development 
Corp., a state entity that has never built a pipe-
line, says its 2020 cost estimate for the project 
has increased only about 10% in the past three 
years and is now close to $44 billion. That 
would be a financial miracle compared to what 

is happening with similar LNG and pipeline 
projects in North America.

Bechtel, which has constructed multiple lique-
faction plants around the world, recently added 
more than 20% to its 3-year-old price quote for an 
LNG terminal it will build in Texas.

The Coastal GasLink pipeline that will serve 
an LNG project under construction in Kitimat, 
British Columbia, is now pegged at almost US$11 
billion, more than double the original estimate of 
less than $5 billion five years ago. The pipeline is 
about half the distance of the proposed 807-mile 
Alaska project.

The latest estimate for the unfinished Trans 
Mountain oil pipeline expansion project — add-
ing 607 miles of new pipe from Alberta to the 
British Columbia coast — stands at $23 billion. 

The original estimate five years 
ago was under $3.5 billion.

Alaskans need to pay closer 
attention to the very real risk 
of cost overruns, the state’s 
improbable construction 
schedule that says export car-
goes could go to sea by 2031, 
and declining world interest in 
burning fossil fuels. 

For all those reasons — 
plus the lack of any major oil or gas compa-
ny partners — potential buyers in Asia are 
skeptical of the Alaska project, according to 
a report in The Wall Street Journal last week. 
In addition, “people are so unsure about the 
future of LNG,” Tatsuya Terazawa, head of the 
Institute of Energy Economics Japan, told the 
newspaper. “As of now they see huge demand, 
but what will happen 10 years or 15 years from 
now remains a question mark.” 

Japanese officials told The Wall Street Jour-
nal that the further out a project’s timeline 
extends, the more it could conflict with the 
country’s commitment to reach net-zero carbon 
emissions by 2050.

LNG imports are in decline in Japan, down 
15% from 2016, with a long-term decline project-
ed in South Korea as buyers respond to high pric-
es, improved energy efficiencies and look more 
to renewable energy.

It’s time Alaskans acknowledge that the gov-
ernor’s “we’ve never been closer to a gasline” 
slogan is 807 miles short of reality. It’s time to 
stop spending money that could be better spent 
elsewhere.

About time the pipeline dream ran out of gas

Borough Assembly Member Jim DeBord is right to warn 
against “going down the rabbit hole too far” when it comes to 
enforcing municipal code against junk vehicles and garbage on 
private property. But it’s a hole the borough needs to fill so that 
no one gets hurt and so that neighbors don’t see their property 
values go into a hole.

The assembly and borough officials are doing the right thing to 
look at how they can best enforce municipal code provisions against 
property owners leaving junk vehicles, garbage, unused machinery 
and other leftovers of life stacked and stashed on their lots. 

At the July 25 assembly meeting, members expressed interest 
in how Sitka tries to clean up the problem. That community has 
a code enforcement panel comprised of representatives from the 
police department, planning and zoning, fire department and 
public works.

Wrangell’s municipal code offers fairly strong language on the 
subject: “No owner … tenant or occupant shall allow or permit any 
junk vehicles, junk, debris or indiscriminate storage of machinery, 
equipment parts, lumber or other material, or any accumulation of 
garbage … to be or remain upon his yard, lot or premises.”

But what the ordinance does not address is what about all-
too-lengthy storage before the property owner takes the vehicle 
or trash to the waste transfer station? What if the “junk” is a 
source of parts for a rebuilding project? What if the lumber 
might be used for a new wall or shed in the future?

DeBord said he supports the goal of code enforcement, but is 
concerned it could become overly punitive.

“We’re not here to have a revenue stream (fines),” Police Chief 
Tom Radke told the assembly. “We’re here to improve the town.”

In an interview the week before the assembly meeting, Radke 
said the police “have been getting a lot of complaints,” not just 
about derelict cars, but also boats and general trash in people’s 
yards. Callers, usually neighbors, want to know “what we’re 
doing about it.”

What the assembly is doing about it is looking for staff to do 
some more research and then come back with an ordinance to set 
up a code enforcement panel, a group that could possibly hear 
complaints and work with the community to solve problems.

Drafting an ordinance, making it effective — and fair — and 
then getting through the public hearing process will not be easy. 
“In Alaska, people have that frame of mind, it’s my property 
... and you can’t tell me what to do with it,” Radke said. “One 
man’s junk is another man’s heaven.”

But when someone’s junk presents a public safety hazard 
or intrudes on a neighbor’s property view — their own bit of 
heaven — it’s time for the borough to step in and find a King 
Solomon solution to keep the peace. 

 — Wrangell Sentinelt

It will not be easy,
but code enforcement needed

Pastor Sue Bahleda
Island of Faith  

Lutheran Church
Did you know some church-

es are color coordinated? We 
use colors to visually represent 
the purpose of a church season: 
blue is for Advent hope, purple 
is Lenten repentance, white is 
Christmas and Easter joy.

The longest season is the one 
we’re in now, from June to Octo-
ber, and it’s green. Our banners 
are green, our altar cloths are 
green, sometimes even our bulle-
tins are green! Green represents 
growth, and we’re meant to use 
these green, growing days to prac-
tice the lessons we learn from God, 
to grow a little for our own sake 
and the sake of our neighbors.

Growing sounds great, but the 
truth is that it’s hard. There’s a rea-
son we speak of ‘growing pains’ 
— growing is usually an uncom-

fortable experience.
Kids know this all too well. As 

they grow up, they are expected 
to take on more responsibility, to 
behave in increasingly socially ac-
cepted ways, to act their age.

They spend a whole year at 
school, getting used to the teach-
er and the schedule, learning 
new ideas, being challenged by 
harder books, more complicated 
math skills, lessons that they ar-
en’t always excited to learn. They 
form friendships which might 
grow stronger, or they may grow 
apart. They wrestle their way 
through, but they are not done. 
A new year starts, and they have 
to do it all over again.

The lessons of the school year 
guide us into life. We aren’t meant 
to get comfortable, or we’d stay 
with our favorite fourth-grade 
teacher forever! We are meant to 
change, to develop, to improve, 
to expand, even as we continue to 

build on what has come before.
We are meant to try new 

things, meet new people, to ex-
plore new things. We’re meant 
to find different, bigger, better 
ways to help, to share, to listen, 
to care. To meet and connect and 
play with new people. To do a 
little more each year, like a plant 
pushing out new leaves. 

You don’t have to be a part of a 
colorful church to grow, but find-
ing opportunities to grow is good 
for you and your community.

What can you do to grow, 
even if it takes you a little bit 
out of your comfort zone? What 
can you try for the first time, or 
spend some more time learning? 
Who needs a little bit of your 
time, your help, your wallet? 
The more you grow, you’ll dis-
cover it may not always be com-
fortable, but it can be interesting, 
and exciting, and worthwhile.

We’re meant to grow throughout life

Not one investor or 
partner or customer is 
willing to sign a contract, 
write a check and take 
any risk.

be part of the effort “so that 
folks know what they’re get-
ting into,” she said. Many 
people aren’t aware of their 
responsibilities as home-
owners and aren’t inten-
tionally violating the code 
— they just don’t know what 
it says. “It’s just about edu-
cation, initially.”

Radke stressed that the 
push for enforcement is not 
coming top-down, from the 
borough. Instead, the de-
partments are responding 

to community input. Some 
residents, for example, have 
shared concerns about how a 
neighbor’s junk could reduce 
their property value. “We 
want the public to comment,” 
he said. “It’s not just those of 
us here that want this. It’s the 
public that has complained. 
That input is critical to us.”

Certain parts of the en-
forcement effort may need 
to be written into the munic-
ipal code. If so, the assembly 
would hold a public hearing 
on the ordinance before tak-
ing any action.

Code enforcement
Continued from page 1



U.S. is obviously iconic for that 
kind of work. We were looking 
into that, talking to some people 
in Washington, D.C., then the 
pandemic happened and it all 
got put on hold. 

“Once travel was possible 
again, we were determined to 
do something internationally. 
We got back in touch with peo-
ple in the U.S. They set up some 
opportunities for us, and, ini-
tially, that was with the Forest 
Service. Our first placement was 
with the Forest Service in the 
Boundary Waters (Canoe Area) 
Wilderness in Minnesota. We 
had a placement lined up with 
the Petrified Forest National 
Park (Arizona) with the Nation-
al Park Service. Then it kind of 
developed from there. 

“How we came to be in Alas-
ka was we wanted to extend our 
time in the U.S., and we were 
talking to people in different 
national forests, and I really 
wanted to come to Alaska be-
cause it’s so iconic and beautiful 
and everyone talks about how 
amazing it is for wildlife.

“We got in touch with the 
Tongass National Forest, and 
fortunately (district recre-
ation staff officer) Tory (Hous-
er) reached out and said, ‘We 
might be able to have you in 
the Wrangell Ranger District.’ 
That’s sort of how it came to 
be. It was a sequence of events 
where we went from one for-
est to one national park and 
eventually found ourselves in 
Wrangell.”

What work have you been 
doing here?

KD: “We’ve been helping to 
maintain and clean up camp-
sites and do some maintenance 
on cabins, trails work. We took a 
trip to Anan (Wildlife Observa-
tory) yesterday (July 25) to take 
a visit to see the bears, which 
was amazing. In the next couple 
of weeks, we have some work 
with archaeologists to do some 
monitoring and surveys for a 
Forest Service project. We’re 
also hoping to do some work 
with the biologists and ecolo-
gists here. I’m really interested 
in the muskegs and ecology of 
those because in England we 
have a lot of peat bogs. I’m in-

terested in the similarities. Then 
Charlie wants to do some work 
with fisheries and learn more 
about that.

CW: “In my role in the U.K. 
I did a fair amount of work on 
fisheries and river restoration 
and habitat work in wetland 
habitats. I’m fascinated to see 
what the fish biologists do here.”

What are some of the differ-
ences and similarities you’ve 
noticed?

CW: “I think the National Park 
Service actually has turned out 
to be much more different than 
we first imagined to our jobs as 
national park rangers. It’s the 
Forest Service which is the most 
similar because national parks in 
the U.K. they’re multiple use …“

KD: “And conservation rath-
er than preservation.”

CW: “(In Britain) we’re much 
more focused on managing the 
land as a resource for multiple 
uses: For recreation, for bio-
diversity, for local businesses. 
Having those different pres-
sures is much more similar to 
how the Forest Service does 
things. I think we found that 
more similar than we expected. 
Obviously, there’s some big dif-
ferences in terms of the habitats 
and the landscape, especially in 
Alaska. The most similar place 
we can think of in the U.K. is the 
Highlands of Scotland. It seems 
a bit like that.”

KD: “We don’t have wil-
derness. We just don’t have 
that concept or that designa-
tion. There’s a huge movement 
where people are talking about 
re-wilding, but because Amer-
ica has such huge landscapes, I 
feel like you can much more eas-
ily protect a whole watershed or 
desert system as a wild space as 
a whole and working ecosys-
tem. Whereas in the U.K., our 
landscape is too small and much 
more fragmented to translate 
that concept to the U.K. It’s been 
really interesting to see how that 
concept works here.”

What do you think of 
Wrangell?

CW: “(Kate was) saying the 
other day it feels like the place — 
because we’ve stayed at quite a 
few places now — the place with 
the strongest sense of communi-

ty. Everyone seems to know each 
other. We’ve noticed how every-
one waves at each other when 
they’re driving. Immediately, the 
sense we got when we got here is 
everyone is really friendly.”

KD: “Everybody helps each 
other, but everyone seems to do 
it pleasantly and willingly.”

What has been your biggest 
takeaway from this trip?

CW: “There’s a lot of received 
wisdom and set ways in doing 
things in the jobs we do. I think 
part of the reason for coming 
out there, apart from curiosity, 
is just seeing how you can do 
often the same task but in a dif-
ferent and better, more efficient 
way. I also think just learning 
different ways of looking at 
things, the different ideologies, 

like the wilderness ideology in 
America that’s been applied to 
conserving your public lands is 
really fascinating. Broadening 
our horizons, broadening our 
understanding of nature con-
servation as a whole is, I think, 
a big part of it. Ideally, in some 
sort of fantasy world, I’d like to 
write a book about all our ex-
periences and put it in a story. 
I’ve been keeping a journal the 
whole time.”

KD: “The whole thing has 
been a great learning experi-
ence for us, as well as the selfish 
part, just wanting to travel and 
see new places and wildlife. For 
us, it’s been a great way to do it 
because the American system is 
set up that they can support vol-
unteers with accommodation, 
sometimes with a food stipend 

and whatever support they can 
offer. That’s helped us to be able 
to travel to these amazing plac-
es, whilst being able to afford 
it with our savings because we 
had to save up a lot for this trip.”

Where will you go from 
here?

KD: “This is our last place-
ment in the U.S. We’ll return 
to the U.K. for a little while (in 
mid-September).”

CW: “This is part of the big-
ger international journey, so 
in October we’ll be going on to 
Malta and Switzerland. In Janu-
ary, we’re going to go work in 
Cambodia and then on to Aus-
tralia and New Zealand. And 
the focus is all working with na-
tional parks, designated nature 
reserves, protected areas.”
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new members in the district staff. Most 
notably, Jackie Hanson will start as prin-
cipal for Wrangell High School and Sti-
kine Middle School; Tony Anzalone is the 
new IT director for the district; though 
Madison Blackburn taught last year, she 
is moving from being a student-teacher 
to teaching pre-kindergarten students 
this year; and Ryan Hayes will be the 
new math teacher for the high school, re-
placing Donna Massin who retired.

Erik Scheib, who recently moved to 
Wrangell with his family, has been hired as 
the activities director, and Kyle Lewis was 
hired as a custodian for the high school and 
middle school, having previously worked 

at City Market. Burr said the district is ac-
tively looking for a temporary secretary to 
fill in at the high school while Marsha Bal-
lou is out on maternity leave. 

Last year, Holly Padilla was the long-
term substitute for the migrant educa-
tion program. This year, she’ll be add-
ing job duties as reading interventionist 
for the newly enacted Alaska Reads Act 
and overseeing the Title 1A program for 
low-income students.

“It all sort of flows together,” Burr said 
about Padilla’s position. “But that’s a 
full-time position where we’ve combined 
other roles to make it work.”

One thing that’s a big change for the 
school, Burr said, is implementation of 

the Reads Act. 
“From the student side, it’s not going 

to be a big change,” he said. “From the 
school side, even after a year of trying to 
figure out what’s going to happen, (the 
state) didn’t actually make the decisions 
that these are actually the recommenda-
tions or regulations’ until late April.”

All elementary school teachers are re-
quired by the state to take courses to be-
come state-certified for teaching reading. 
Those certifications are only valid in Alaska. 

A new English curriculum based on 
the Reads Act will be implemented in the 
2024-2025 school year.

The district is also implementing a new 
math curriculum called “Math and Me” 

at the elementary level and “Big Ideas 
Math” at the high school and middle 
school level.

“Hayes has been using ‘Big Ideas’ in Pe-
tersburg for the last number of years, so 
his transition will be a little easier because 
he’s comfortable with it,” Burr said.

One change for the new year that many 
might not notice doesn’t even exist in the 
physical world. A virtual update will be 
happening for the district’s website as a 
new web host will be used. The district is 
going with a new company to save mon-
ey. The information will be moved over 
to the new host and the look of the web-
site will be updated. That change should 
happen sometime in September. 

British volunteers
Continued from page 1

School prep
Continued from page 1

forth between the two reservoirs,” he explained, drawing 
from one or the other depending on water levels.

If the reservoirs get too low, the borough has a water 
emergency plan. If the supply drops below 60 days, that 
kicks off the first stage of the management plan, which was 
adopted in 2017 in the wake of major shortages. 

“We’ve been teetering on the edge of that for probably 
close to two weeks here now,” Wetor said July 26.

Wetor said water usage has been pushing the pro-
duction limit of the treatment plant, averaging 860,000 
gallons per day. 

Since it came online, the plant’s capacity has been in-
creased slightly to 1 million gallons per day. And the town 
can also store about a million gallons of treated water in its 
tanks — another day’s worth of water. Those two days are 

not a lot of wiggle room. 
Wetor said part of the strain could be that the Trident 

Seafoods processing plant, one of two local seafood 
processors, is running for the first time since 2019. Co-
incidentally, that was the last time the community im-
plemented water conservation measures. During its two-
month busy season, Wetor said Trident can use upwards 
of 2 million gallons of water. 

But it’s a broader local problem. Wrangell has faced peri-
odic water shortages for years. Some issues with the supply 
have been tied back to the treatment plant itself. 

“It’s a sand filter, it’s based on gravity,” Wetor said. 
“You can only put so much water in, and the weight 
and the pressure from that water is only going to push 
through those slow sand filters so fast. So that’s where 
our biggest limitation comes in.”

The borough is in the process of designing a new water 

treatment plant, which is expected to be able to produce 
2.3 million gallons per day — more than double the cur-
rent capacity. 

“If we develop the Alder Top Village subdivision or the 
(6-Mile) mill property, or the community grows in any kind 
of way, we need to be planning for the future and 20 years 
down the road,” Wetor said. 

But more output won’t solve the other issue — storage 
capacity. The reservoirs can only hold around 68 days of 
water, and the earthen dams are a century old and are two 
of the most unstable dams in the state according to the De-
partment of Natural Resources. 

“For us to fix our dams, you’re talking tens of millions 
of dollars for us to stabilize or increase storage capacity up 
there,” Wetor said. “That is a massive, major project.”

The Sentinel contributed reporting for this story.

Community water
Continued from page 1
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Saturday, August 5 
Women’s Charitable  

Fun Golf & Games & Lunch 
Entry fee $35  

Registration 9 am,  
Event Begins at 10 am 

Muskeg Meadows  
Sponsored by WMC Foundation in partnership with SEARHC 

QUESTIONS? CALL PATTY GILBERT 907.305.0777

By Caroleine James

Sentinel reporter
It’s more than just a sweet tooth that directs bears 

to honey.
Beekeeper Christi Henthorn of North Carolina ex-

plained the relationship between bears and beehives 
— and how to protect your pollinators from a pos-
sibly disastrous bear attack — in a presentation at 
BearFest on July 29.

The Winnie-the-Pooh story popularized the idea 
that bears raid beehives to steal their honey, but this 
is only partially true. “Bears really want to eat, not 
just the honey, but the honeycomb and the bees them-
selves as well,” explained Henthorn.

Bee pollen is one of the most complete sources of pro-
tein available in nature and beeswax provides bears with 
healthy fats. The hive’s brood — or baby bees — is also a 
source of protein and nutrients for bears.

“The bears are actually primarily wanting to eat the 
brood,” she said. “Like, ‘great, there’s honey,’ but they’re 
really going after that protein and those baby bees.”

She shared pictures of demolished hives that had 
been ripped apart by bears, with their beeswax 
frames strewn over 100 feet away into the forest. 
“This doesn’t look that deadly,” she said, “but it was 
45 degrees and raining. That equals death for a honey 
bee. If it was just raining and it was a nice day like 
today, they’d be fine. If it was just cold, they’d be fine. 
But when you add the cold and the water, general-
ly (they do) not fare so well.” Of the three hives that 
were damaged that day, she was only able to get one 
back up and running.

Southeast Alaska is a uniquely difficult place for 
beekeeping, Henthorn explained. The cold, wet cli-
mate and the prevalence of bears would make it dif-
ficult for a Wrangell beekeeper to produce enough 
honey to sustain a small business, but they’d have 
plenty for at-home use and small gifts for family and 
friends.

“I don’t know if having a successful honey operation 
here is reasonable. I think it might just be too wet,” 
she said. “But if you want to make maybe a little bit 
of money, if you want to do pollination, if you want 

to increase the yield in your gardens, (if) you just like 
science,” starting a beehive would be a great choice.

Henthorn acknowledged that being a beginning 
beekeeper can be overwhelming. She recommends 
joining with other community beekeepers to swap 
tips, offer mutual support and help each other keep 
the hives alive.

“If you do it as a group, you can kind of borrow 
from each other and you have that support … not ev-
erybody has to drop a bunch of money to get their 
bees to begin with,” she said.

“If you can get two or three people to get six hives, 
next year, you take those six hives and you make them 
into twelve hives. And instead of spending hundreds 
of dollars on bees from somewhere else, the bees that 
survived the winter have better genetics for this envi-
ronment. And so now you have better bees that have 
a better chance of surviving.”

On Tuesday, Aug. 8, Henthorn will hold a “Bees 
and Beers” event at the Marine Bar at 6 p.m. for aspir-
ing beekeepers to get personalized advice on how to 
start a hive in Wrangell.

Bears make a beeline for the hives for the sweet protein

By Marc Lutz
Sentinel editor

They gathered around a long table in 
the front hall of the Nolan Center, cutting 
construction paper, drawing and color-
ing images and gluing pieces together.

There was focus. There was vision. 
There was quiet. There was not a kid in 
sight at the BearFest adult art workshop 
on July 27.

About 12 women showed up to put 
their creative touch on Native formline 
art, with templates for bears, salmon, ra-
vens and other things like totems. Vari-
ous colors and designs could be utilized 
and the only limit was their imagination.

Event co-coordinator Artha DeRuyter 
was trying out formline designs for the 
first time. She typically focuses on quilt-
ing and fabrics as her choice of medium.

“I like all forms of art. I love art. I’ve 
taken all kinds of classes. It’s just fun,” she 
said as she prepared to cut out a profile of 
a salmon from construction paper. “You 
can see the horrible fish I did up there (on 
the display board) with the kids’ yester-
day. I told (event director Michael Bania), 
‘Don’t put my name on that!’

Her first name was prominently dis-
played above the brown fish, speckled 
with different colors, almost looking like 

a picture for a dish from a 1970s-era Betty 
Crocker cookbook.

Last year’s class focused more on bears, 
however this year, Bania said, there was 

a goal to incorporate more formline art. 
A separate workshop was held the 

day before for kids, in which 49 children 
showed up, according to Joan Sargent, 

the other co-coordinator. 
“I didn’t keep track of the guardians, 

but it seemed like people came in with 
five kids,” she said. Several long tables 
had to be put to use to accommodate the 
influx of creative kids. “We just kept add-
ing tables. They kept coming. By 10:30, we 
were like, ‘Oh, gosh! They keep coming!’”

But instead of a mass of kids running 
wild, Sargent said, just like the adults the 
following day, the kids became rapt with 
their individual projects.

“You know what’s amazing about the 
kids? They come in and they’re kind of 
all over. Then, they’re completely still, 
they’re completely calm,” she said. “No-
body is running around. They may come 
over and look at (examples), but their in-
dependent thinking is going on.”

One parent who didn’t bring her chil-
dren was Heather Howe, who teaches 
science at the high school.

“I thought I’d come try it myself, get 
some peace and quiet,” she joked. Howe 
said she finds she’s able to use art when 
it comes to teaching science, having taken 
both biology and graphic design in college.

“I do lots of diagraming, especially in 
biology,” she said. “The myosis project 
is all cut paper. We do some modeling 
things well. There’s a lot of overlap in 
science and art.”

Kids, adults get wild for bear and nature-themed art workshop

PHOTO BY MARC LUTZ/WRANGELL SENTINEL
From left: Alice Rooney, Meagan Eagle, Barbara Hylton, Marianne Nicolas and 
Donna Rowher work on projects during the BearFest adult art workshop on July 27 
at the Nolan Center.

By Caroleine James

Sentinel reporter
Each season, a few thousand 

visitors flock to Anan Wildlife 
Observatory to watch bears 
pluck salmon out of Anan 
Creek. But this popular view-
ing spot is more than just a fun 
afternoon getaway — it’s also 
an important site for research 
on bear populations, habitat 
and resource needs. In fact, ob-
servation sites like these could 
point the way to less invasive 
methods for bear research in 
the future. 

On July 27, at one of three 
BearFest symposiums, Shawn 
Crimmins of the U.S. Geological 
Survey and researcher Kayleigh 
McCarthy, a master’s student at 

the University of Alaska Fair-
banks, presented on the impor-
tance of Anan —and viewing 
sites like it — in bear research. 

Usually, if a scientist wants 
to track an animal’s movements 
over time, it might use a radio 
collar. However, attaching a col-
lar can be an invasive process 
and it’s tough for researchers to 
tell whether the animal’s behav-
ior will be affected by it.  

Crimmins recalled radio col-
laring a deer with a research 
technician. After they drugged 
the deer and attached the collar, 
the frightened animal wedged 
itself under a car, then jumped 
off a steep embankment. 

If the deer hadn’t been caught 
in the researchers’ trap, “I think 
its day would have gone a little 

bit different,” said Crimmins. “I 
don’t know what that deer’s life 
was like before we caught it, but 
I know what its life was like that 
day. Maybe not the best. There 
is no way we can really assess, 
did what we did to that deer af-
fects its life and behavior?”

Observation sites like Anan, 
he argued, provide an underuti-
lized opportunity to observe 
what animals are doing while 
minimizing the impact on their 
everyday behaviors.

Crimmins’ student, McCa-
rthy, explained how she uses 
remote cameras to see whether 
human activity at the observa-
tion deck influences the bears’ 
movements. In 2022, she placed 
eight cameras around the view-
ing site and trail and four at the 
upper falls, where visitors are 
not allowed. In 2023, she ex-
panded to 21 cameras distribut-
ed between the two sites. Every 
day, she monitors which bears 
appear in the cameras and how 
many visitors are present at the 
observation deck. 

After a year of careful record-
keeping, McCarthy learned that 
human activity does affect the 
behavior of some bears. People 
who are familiar with Anan are 
able to identify bears by sight. 
McCarthy caught multiple 
bears on camera that she had 
“never seen with my own two 
eyes before,” she said, leading 
her to conclude that there are 
bears that only visit the viewing 
area when they know humans 
won’t be around.

This remote monitoring ap-

proach is different than what 
scientists like Danielle Chi, 
from Utah State University, 
were doing at Anan in the 
1990s, when research was con-
ducted through in-person eye-
witness observation. 

As technology progresses, 
the non-invasive observational 
approach that’s currently being 
used at Anan could be expand-
ed across the nation. “There’s a 
program called Snapshot USA 
which is like tens of thousands 
of trail cameras,” said Crim-
mins. “Imagine if we could get 
to the point with facial recogni-
tion software where you could 
use trail cameras to identify in-
dividual animals.” 

He recognizes that this 

technology may be genera-
tions away, but “that would 
be massive,” he said. “We’re 
moving toward not messing 
with animals.” 

Though bear research can 
inform management decisions 
and conservation efforts, Crim-
mins’ interest in the animals 
isn’t purely utilitarian. “Bears 
are cool!” he said. “They can 
weigh 400 pounds and climb 
trees. That’s nuts. They’re the 
largest carnivores on Earth but 
some of them can live off berries 
and roots. They can run 35 miles 
per hour, but they’ll go into 
dumpsters. Bears are bonkers.”

“We want to have valid sci-
ence reasons” for observing 
them, he added, “but let’s be 
honest. Bears are just cool.”

‘Bears are cool,’ and Anan a great spot to watch and learn, says researcher

PHOTO BY CAROLEINE JAMES/WRANGELL SENTINEL
At a BearFest science symposium on July 27, wildlife researcher 
Shawn Crimmins explains how facial recognition software could 
one day be used to track the movements of individual bears. 



By Lex Treinen 
Chilkat Valley News, Haines
Actress Jennifer Aniston 

knows something about Haines 
that even some longtime resi-
dents don’t: The town is home 
to some of the finest wooden 
bathtubs that money can buy.  

Aniston is one of the celebrity 
customers of the small opera-
tion that’s been slowly growing 
and carving a name for itself in 
the luxury wood bathtub world 
for the past two decades. Buy-
ers include Larry Ellison, the 
billionaire founder of the soft-
ware giant Oracle, as well as 
hundreds of less affluent cus-
tomers enticed by the potential 
health benefits of aromatic ce-
dar and a warm soak. 

Out of a small workshop 
tucked into the trees near the 
laundromat and a trailer park, 
carpenters at Zen Bathworks 
use precise table saws and cur-
ing equipment to fashion tubs 
that can cost more than $20,000.

The company currently em-
ploys eight workers, and its 
tubs are shipped around the 
world — or just down the street 
in Haines to customers looking 
for a locals’ discount.

“It was a combination of 
good luck and hard work,” said 
Bill Finlay, who founded the 
company as Sea Otter Wood-
works in the late 1990s. “Some-
times the harder you work the 
better the luck.” 

Finlay built his first wood-
en tub for himself. It’s built the 
same way wood barrels are, 
with planks of wood stacked 
vertically bound by a steel 
ring. When filled with water, 
the wood swells, sealing in the 
water. The spark for the busi-
ness started when a friend from 
Gustavus ordered a tub. Finlay 
stacked the wood as compact-
ly as he could and hand-wrote 
pages of instructions.  

“I never heard back from him 
for several weeks, so I was a lit-
tle scared to hear what he had 
to say, and he said, ‘I love it, we 
use it every night,’” said Finlay.

The former boatbuilder and 
construction worker decided to 
make a go of it professionally. 
His timing was serendipitous, 
and he was able to cash in on 
the e-commerce boom of the late 
1990s and early 2000s. He start-
ed hiring workers and moved 
out of his garage into his current 
workshop around 2004.

He also stumbled on a new 
niche after a friend who had 
traveled to Japan mentioned a 
style of soaking tub made from 
cedar planks that is commonly 
used in the bathing-obsessed 
country.

“He called me and asked if 
I could build an ofuro. I said 
‘Probably, but I don’t know 
what it is,’” he said.   

It turned out the process 
was much more complicated 

than building a hot tub. In Ja-
pan, the tubs are often set up in 
hot springs with water cycling 
through them at all times. His 
clients in the U.S. wanted to 
use them like a bathtub, filling 
them up for an occasional soak. 
That led to serious warping of 
the wood.  

Finlay adapted using his back-
ground as a boatbuilder and 
developed a design that uses a 
special blend of marine-grade 
plywood sandwiched between 
the anti-microbial Port Orford 
cedar, aka Hinoki. The plywood 
keeps the tub from warping 
while the cedar lends its thera-
peutic benefits and lemony-gin-
ger fragrance.

“When it gets the hot water 
on it, it’s amplified,” said Kent 
Larson, who took over the 
company around 2017. “It’s 
not the same as Alaska yel-
low cedar. It looks similar but 
smells way better.”

Aside from the therapeutic 
value, the ofuros are custom-
izable to fit buyers’ bodies or 
spaces.

“Most regular bathtubs are 
made out of acrylic or fiberglass 
and they’re made on molds,” 
said Larson. “You can’t get them 
customized. We can make them 
much deeper and customize siz-
es to the customer’s request.”

The ofuros were a hit, and 
added a new specialty market 
to the growing business. Fin-
lay expanded the shop several 
times and invested in new ma-
chinery to make more precise 
cuts in wood.

When he decided to step back 
from the business, he found 
the ideal owner in Larson, who 
had a background working as 
a mining equipment engineer 
for large multinational corpo-
rations. Larson visited Haines a 
few times to vacation and visit 
with some in-laws. During one 
of the visits, his brother-in-law 
organized a look around the 
company, which was for sale.

“I thought he was kidding 
when he said ‘wooden tubs.’ 

Not only had I never heard of 
them, but I didn’t even think 
they existed, and I don’t think 
I’m alone in that,” he said.

Still, the time was right for 
Larson for a change. He decided 
to move with kids and wife with 
about four months notice.

During his tenure, Larson has 
continued to innovate. He’s ex-
perimenting with new wood 
paneling on ofuros and buying 
new machinery. Currently, most 
of the wood is cut by hand. Lar-
son said the company is looking 
into buying what’s known as a 
computer numerical controlled 
machine that can make wood 
cuts based on designs on a com-
puter program. It’s no small in-
vestment, with machines retail-
ing for more than $80,000, but 
could make more precise cuts 
and save on human labor.

Larson and his staff have also 
advanced their online site to 
keep up with digitalization.

That effort was led by Mi-
chael Ford, a 29-year-old former 
airplane mechanic who didn’t 
even know Zen Bathworks was 
in Haines until he was looking 
for a new job in 2018, despite 
growing up in the town.

Ford started out cutting wood 
in the shop, but showed a knack 
for writing construction man-
uals. That led him to 3-D com-
puter modeling. One of his re-
cent projects was uploading the 
computer models to the website 
so that customers can imagine 
— and even select custom sizes 
and wood types — from any-
where in the world.

“It’s pretty cool — what a 
great time to be alive,” he said.

Ford’s unorthodox path into 
the job reflects many of the 
workers at the company. Past 
and present employees include 
a photographer, tow truck driv-
er, radio DJ, and a young Tlingit 
carver who is learning to cut 

wood with table saws.
“We have a cross section of dif-

ferent types of people,” said Ford.
The workers are attracted by 

generous benefits like sick leave, 
vacation time, and matching re-
tirement funding. Plus, it’s one 
of the few employers in Haines 
that offer year-round work.

For his part, Larson said he 
hopes he can continue to grow 
the brand and eventually pass it 
on to a new owner.

“As corny as it sounds, my 
true goal is to continue to pro-
mote a brand that outlasts me, 
that is more than just how much 
work and talent I bring to the ta-
ble,” he said.
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By Marc Lutz
Sentinel editor

“Mary, Mary, quite contrary 
How does your garden grow?”

While gardeners in Wrangell 
may not plant silver bells and 
cockleshells, they still grow a 
myriad of things that some folks 
might find difficult to cultivate 
in the Southeast climate.

To that end, a tour being of-
fered by the community garden 
group at 1 p.m. on Sunday, Aug. 
6, will give gardening enthusi-
asts a chance to see how others 
successfully grow things like 
potatoes, strawberries and a va-
riety of flowers.

The group is still enlisting gar-
dens to participate in the tour, 
but so far attendees will be able 

to get insight into Oceanview 
Gardens, possibly Katherine 
Ivy’s garden and a few others. 
It’s the first time in recent histo-
ry that the tours will be given, so 
organizers are using it as a blue-
print of sorts.

“It’s kind of like a show and 
tell,” said Mya DeLong, who 
is a member of the community 
garden committee and owned 
the florist and gift shop Ground-
swell. “Each gardener will be 
presenting their individual gar-
den on the tour. The mission is 
to inspire people and to educate 
them about what can be grown 
locally.”

Though gardeners will be 
presenting their gardens, they 
do not have to give a formal pre-
sentation, said committee mem-

ber Valerie Massie.
“There are so many folks here 

who have so much knowledge 
about everything and anything, 
and one of those things is gar-
dening,” she said. “I think for 
folks who are not experienced, 
it will be interesting because 
you see how to make it work in 
Southeast with our climate.”

Massie said it can feel “in-
timidating” to start a garden 
in Wrangell if someone is just 
beginning. Having a neighbor 
or local gardener show begin-
ners something tangible can go 
a long way in the learning pro-
cess.

The community garden com-
mittee has been discussing the 
tour since they began meeting 
for this year’s growing cycle 

last fall. Their hope is that it 
will prove popular and useful 
enough to hold on a regular ba-
sis.

“I think a lot of people have 
questions about gardening, but 
you don’t know who wants to 
be asked,” Massie said. “You 
might be like, ‘Oh, my gosh! 
Laura Ballou (at Oceanview 
Gardens) is amazing, but I don’t 
know if I should stop by or if I’ll 
be bothering her.’”

The tour, she said, will be an 
ideal time to have designated 
question-and-answer sessions 
with gardeners and farmers. 
Another plus to the tours is that 
the vast knowledge people will 
be exposed to is all local. No one 
needs to be flown in for their ex-
pertise, Massie added.

“We have so much knowl-
edge here and sometimes that’s 
even more motivating because 
you’re like, ‘Well, if they can do 
it, why can’t I do it?’ That’s the 
idea,” she said.

The finer details are still be-
ing worked out, such as light 
refreshments being offered on 
the tour and the exact cost to at-
tend. People can show up at the 
community garden at 1.5 Mile 
the day of the tour but they are 
encouraged to RSVP to Dana 
Rowlett at 501-944-3599 or dl-
rowlett@gmail.com.

“If nothing else, it will be fas-
cinating and garner some inter-
est for the future,” Massie said.

Tour to offer look into gardens throughout Wrangell

 
Email: katie@p-wins.com 
Toll Free: (800) 478-3858, Fax: (907) 802-3225  
www.p-wins.com 
PO Box 529 Petersburg, AK, 99833 

I can help you make sure your coverage is up-to-date. Contact me today. 

“If you are running a business out  
of your home, such as merchandising 
or an Air B&B, your homeowners 
policy does not provide any coverage. 
Contact us so that we can make sure 
your coverage is up to date.” 
 

Katie Eddy, 
Commercial Lines Agent

Haines business soaks in success of building custom-made wood bathtubs

Tully Devine stands 
with a nearly finished 
ofuro soaking tub, 
built of Port Orford 
Cedar.

PHOTO BY 
LEX TREINEN/
CHILKAT VALLEY 
NEWS
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Sentinel staff
There were eight perfect 

scores in the Sentinel’s news 
quiz, producing an eight-way 
split of the prize money.

In total, 21 readers en-
tered the contest, answering 
18 questions about the news 
from the first three weeks of 
July. Trailing the eight perfect 
entries, nine people missed 
just one of the questions.

It was the first time the Sen-
tinel had run such a contest, 
which owner Larry Persily 
called a “current events quiz.”

The Sentinel published six 

questions each of three weeks 
— July 5, 12 and 19 — based 
on news stories in the paper. 
“There were no trick ques-
tions, no hidden answers. It 
only required readers to make 
their way through all the news 
stories to find the answers,” 
Persily said. “We’re always 
looking to give people more 
reasons to read the paper.”

Though the Sentinel had of-
fered $500 in prize money for 
the top three finishers, Persily 
said he decided to increase the 
cash to $600 so that each of the 
eight winners will receive $75.

The winners are: Mer-
cedes Angerman, Stephanie 
Frackman, Kay Larson, Nik-
ka Mork, Paula Rak, Meilani 
Schijvens, Greg Wood and 
Marjy Wood.

The eight-way tie did not 
surprise Angerman, who said 
“it was bound to happen” 
with an open-book test. “I just 
did it for fun.”

Greg Wood said it seemed 
like a fun challenge. “I read 
the paper anyway.”

The Sentinel will mail 
checks to the winners this 
week.

Eight-way tie among winners in Sentinel news quiz

By Alex DeMarban
Anchorage Daily News

Telecommunications company 
GCI will end its longtime email 
service next year, a move that will 
force customers to transition to 
new email providers.

Spokespeople with GCI, Alas-
ka’s largest telecommunications 
company, said the service will 
end sometime in mid-2024. At that 
point, customers will no longer be 
able to access or use their gci.net 
account, according to a draft fact 
page posted online.

“We will provide our customers 
formal notice at least six months 
in advance of email deactivation 
deadline,” GCI spokeswoman 
Heather Handyside said in an 
email on July 28. “Our intent is to 
provide customers with as much 
time as possible to successfully 
transfer their data and get settled 
on a new platform.”

The draft fact page was pre-
maturely posted online, but the 
company plans to communicate 
directly with customers about 
the plans in the next two weeks, 
Handyside said.

GCI has provided the email ser-
vice since the mid-1990s, she said. 
About 40,000 accounts use the do-
main. Over the years, many gci.net 
users have moved to other email 
providers with more services, 
such as Gmail, that are operated 
by major tech companies, she said.

“When other more sophisti-
cated platforms launched more 
than a decade ago, demand for 
gci.net email accounts began ta-
pering off,” Handyside said. “We 
stopped offering gci.net accounts 
eight years ago recognizing that 
our customers were transitioning 
to platforms with superior capa-
bilities. Because providing email 
service has become more complex 

and more expensive, we’ve decid-
ed to sunset the service.”

Handyside said that because of 
the complexity and cost of main-
taining the email program, GCI 
will likely implement a fee later 
this year for customers who con-
tinue to use the email service. She 
said the fee will be $4.99 monthly. 
Customers who pay it will still see 
the email service end in mid-2024.

Marilyn Leland, retired former 
executive director of the Alaska 
Power Association, said she has 
primarily used gci.net for her 
emails for decades.

“My biggest issue with GCI 
at this point is they are having a 
horrible job of letting customers 
know,” she said. “This really is a 
big deal, because all the things I 
do — banking, medical, Social Se-
curity — it’s all tied to that email 
address.”

The draft GCI fact page about 
the change provides tips for the 
transition, including how to back 
up old emails and transfer con-
tacts.

Leland said she is considering 
switching everything to Gmail. 
She’s worried about losing friends’ 
email addresses or bills not getting 
paid during the transition.

“There’s no question there are 
things that will fall through the 
cracks,” she said. “The question is 
just how big they will be.”

GCI, launched in Alaska in 
1979, has undergone major chang-
es in recent years. It was sold to 
Liberty Broadband of Colorado 
in 2017, upsetting some custom-
ers who wanted the ownership to 
remain local. Among other devel-
opments, it has outsourced its call 
center to the Philippines, affecting 
dozens of Alaska jobs, and ended 
its cable TV platform in favor of an 
internet streaming service.

GCI will end email 
service in mid-2024

By James Brooks
Alaska Beacon

A state judge has ordered a 
tourist shop outside Denali Na-
tional Park to stop selling prod-
ucts labeled as “Made in Alaska” 
after the state accused the shop of 
repeatedly selling fake souvenirs 
and art.

According to a complaint filed 
by the Alaska Department of Law 
on July 20 in Fairbanks, the own-
ers of a shop known variously as 
The Himalayan and Mt. McKin-
ley Clothing Company repeated-
ly attempted to mislabel foreign 
products as Alaska-made.

At one point, the owners of the 
store told an undercover investi-
gator “that an alpaca poncho de-
picting a Native American chief 
in a feather headdress reflected 
Alaska’s traditions.”

According to the complaint, 
“the defendants made the false 
claims that the store was a non-
profit that was owned by the Ya-
kutat Village Council, that they 
were volunteering at the store, 
that the alpaca products were 
made from Yakutat alpacas, that 
products in the store were made 
by Alaska Natives in Yakutat, 
and that proceeds were returned 
to the Village Council to be used 
for charitable purposes such as 
building schools and building a 
rehabilitation center.”

Alaska has no native alpacas, 

and the Yakutat Village Council 
does not exist.

In response to the complaint, 
Superior Court Judge Patricia 
Haines issued a restraining or-
der and preliminary injunction 
against The Himalayan and its 
owners on July 24.

The order requires that the 
store not sell products labeled as 
made in Alaska or made by an 
Alaska Native unless those prod-
ucts are approved by the state.

As the state’s tourism indus-
try rebounds after the COVID-19 
pandemic emergency, state and 
federal officials have been crack-
ing down on fake Alaska Native 
art.

This spring, federal investiga-
tors prosecuted the owners of a 
Ketchikan store selling fake Na-
tive art, and at the start of this 
year’s tourist season, the Depart-
ment of Law sent a warning let-
ter to almost four dozen tourist 
shops statewide, warning them 
to not remove country-of-origin 
labels from imported souvenirs.

Passing off a foreign-made 
souvenir as Alaska-made is a vio-
lation of state law. If a store falsely 
claims that an item was made by 
an Alaska Native or a member of 
a Native tribe, it may be a federal 
crime as well.

The Alaska Beacon is an indepen-
dent, donor-funded news organiza-
tion. Alaskabeacon.com.

Judge orders Denali tourist shop 
to stop selling phony souvenirs

By Riley Board
KDLL public radio, Kenai-Soldotna

A major highway project improving the con-
nection between Anchorage and the Kenai Pen-
insula has more than doubled in cost over the 
past five years — from $350 million in 2018 to 
the latest estimate of $840 million — and the new 
pavement is still four years away from opening 
to the public.

The bypass — officially the Sterling Highway 
Milepost 45-60 Project — is a decades-old plan to 
divert traffic around the small Kenai River com-
munity of Cooper Landing by creating a 10-mile 
bypass cut through the forested and sloped ter-
rain north of the town.

Construction includes a 462-foot-long, sin-
gle-span steel arch bridge over Juneau Creek 
Canyon, one of the longest such bridges in the 
state. The bridge alone is estimated to cost $165 
million, with the federal government covering 
$150 million and the state the rest.

The state reports that traffic counts on the 
highway range from about 1,000 vehicles a day 
in the winter to about 8,000 during the peak of 
salmon dipnetting season in Kenai in August.

The project was originally estimated at $350 
million in 2018. Work started in 2019. By 2021, 
that number was closer to $500 million; by 2022, 
it had risen to almost $700 million. The latest as-
sessment this year came in at $840 million, ac-
cording to Shannon McCarthy, with the Alaska 
Department of Transportation.

McCarthy said dramatically rising costs have 
caused concerns about funding the project, but 
are currently not expected to delay the opening 
of the road. She said DOT attributes the latest 
cost increase to inflation, but said the agency is 
also going to take another look to make sure it’s 

a reasonable estimate.
“We’ll have to take a look at that and see, just 

confirm, are we doing this the right way, have 
we added something in that we don’t need to,” 
she said.

In June, the project manager expressed con-
cerns about funding, pointing to a lack of money 
in the state budget and suggesting the comple-
tion date could be delayed.

Federal funding covers about 90% of the 
cost, with the state responsible for the rest. But 
because federal aid to highways is limited, ad-
ditional money spent on the Sterling Highway 
project takes away from other road work in the 
state that same year.

McCarthy said the project is expected to open 
to traffic in 2027, but DOT will need to seek alter-
native sources of funding and readjust the work 
schedule over the next four years.

“When Congress passed the Infrastructure 
Investment in Jobs Act, they created a number 
of competitive grant opportunities, and one of 
them is called the Mega Program,” she said. 
“This is the one which supports these really 
large, complex projects that are difficult to fund 
in other ways. It’s kind of tailor-made for a Coo-
per Landing bypass project.”

She said the department plans to apply for 
that federal pot of money, and other grants. It’s 
also reorganizing the schedule for the project to 
work around cost issues.

“Because of the cost increases, we are going to 
have to think about spreading the phases out a 
little more than we originally had wanted. But it 
is moving forward, and we are going to pursue 
this alternate funding in hopes of securing that 
last bit that we need and still not impact other 
projects statewide,” McCarthy said.

Anchorage-Kenai state highway project 
more than doubles in cost to $840 million

By Claire Stremple
Alaska Beacon

While Alaska’s state gov-
ernment has made progress in 
getting more people the food 
stamps they are entitled to re-
ceive, advocates say the pro-
cess to appeal denials or delays 
is breaking down.

Food stamps are a federal 
benefit managed by the states, 
and there are rules for how 
quickly a state has to get the 
benefit to qualified applicants. 
Alaska has been taking an un-
lawfully long time to process 
most applications since last fall.

Citizens have a right to a 
legal hearing when the state 
takes too long to get them 
food stamps or denies their 
application.

State law requires the Di-
vision of Public Assistance 
to refer appeals, called fair 
hearings, to the Office of Ad-
ministrative Hearings to be 
scheduled within 10 days, but 
advocates have said that’s not 
happening. So, fewer people 
are waiting for benefits, but 
those that are still waiting ar-
en’t getting legal due process.

Leigh Dickey, an advocacy 
director for Alaska Legal Ser-
vices Corp., a free legal aid ser-
vice for low-income Alaskans, 
said the result is that the divi-
sion is violating state law again.

“Increasingly, DPA is failing 

to meet this deadline, seeming-
ly because of short-staffing,” 
she wrote in an email. “Our cli-
ents are being denied their fair 
hearing rights while their cases 
languish in DPA’s backlog.”

Alaska Legal Services has 
filed nearly 2,000 requests for a 
fair hearing on behalf of its cli-
ents since September of last year. 
Dickey said most cases take lon-
ger than the 10-day deadline to 
be scheduled, and it has taken 
the Division of Public Assistance 
30 to 60 days to refer some cases 
for a fair hearing.

The state’s Department of 
Health acknowledged there has 
been an increase in delayed fair 
hearing referrals. Shirley Sakaye, 
a spokesperson for the depart-
ment, said that is due to staff 
shortages — and an increase in 
requests for fair hearings.

“Most hearing requests are 

being submitted due to the de-
lay in receiving benefits due 
to the backlog,” she said in an 
email. “As the number of back-
logged applications is reduced, 
the numbers of fair hearings 
are also trending down, how-
ever, the overall number of 
fair hearings requests remains 
elevated compared to the num-
bers filed prior to the backlog.”

The Division of Public As-
sistance is also responsible 
for managing Medicaid bene-
fits. The COVID-19 freeze on 
canceling Medicaid benefits 
has ended, and Alaskans will 
have to re-enroll. Dickey said 
the delay for referrals for food 
stamps has Alaska Legal Ser-
vices concerned that people 
who lose Medicaid coverage 
will face additional wait times 
and struggle to regain it while 
the division gets back on track.

“We are expecting an in-
crease in applications later this 
year from people who have 
lost Medicaid coverage as a re-
sult of the unwinding process, 
and we are worried about the 
state’s ability to handle the in-
crease in fair hearing requests 
that will accompany the un-
winding,” she wrote. “It does 
not seem that DPA has planned 
for this at all.”

The Alaska Beacon is an inde-
pendent, donor-funded news orga-
nization. Alaskabeacon.com.

State exceeds time limit on food stamp appeal hearings

“Our clients are 
being denied their fair 
hearing rights while 
their cases languish in 
DPA’s backlog.”

Leigh Dickey,
an advocacy director

for Alaska Legal
Services Corp.
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Monday, July 24
Drugs.
Agency assist: Hoonah Police 
Department.
Ambulance.

Tuesday, July 25
Nothing to report. 

Wednesday, July 26
Assault.

Thursday, July 27
Domestic call; verbal: People 
were separated.

Agency assist: Hoonah Police 
Department.
Vandalism.
Intoxicated person.

Friday, July 28
Noise complaint.
Theft.
Harassment.
Concerned citizen.

Saturday, July 29
Suspicious circumstance.
Agency assist: Hoonah Police 
Department.

Theft.
Citizen assist.
Trespass. 
Traffic complaint.
Intoxicated person.

Sunday, July 30
Traffic stop: Warning issued for 
driving habits.
Agency assist: TSA.
Noise complaint.
Trespass.
Suspicious circumstance.

Police report

By James Brooks
Alaska Beacon

Alaska’s state school board has unexpect-
edly delayed a vote on a proposed regula-
tion that would prohibit transgender girls 
from playing on girls high school sports 
teams.

Board chairman James Fields said the 
delay was warranted by “hard questions” 
about whether the regulation could violate 
students’ right to privacy, among other legal 
issues.

“I’d be in favor of a special meeting and 
allowing us to show the public and show 
our constituents that we’re not just doing 
this to quickly rush through it. We want to 
take a good long look at all of the concerns 
raised,” said board member Jeff Erickson. 

It was not immediately clear when (or 
whether) a special meeting would take 
place. The board already has a special meet-
ing scheduled in October, and its next regu-
lar meeting is Dec. 6.

The postponement followed almost 2 ½ 
hours of verbal testimony July 26. During 
a 30-day public comment period, the board 
received about 1,300 written comments on 
the proposal.

Testimony was mixed for and against the 
idea, with opponents outnumbering sup-
porters during the oral testimony, 33 against 
and 14 in support.

As currently written, the proposed reg-
ulation would limit participation on girls 
teams “to females who were assigned fe-
male at birth.”

Current policy, as implemented by the 
Alaska Student Activities Association — a 
nonprofit that manages school sports — 
allows transgender students to play on the 
team that matches their gender identity, 
even if that was not the sex assigned at birth.

ASAA does not track the number of 
transgender athletes in high school sports, 
and the association’s executive director has 
said that he is aware of only one such athlete 
in Alaska during his 10-year tenure.

Twenty-two states, according to a count 
kept by the Movement Advancement Proj-
ect, have enacted laws prohibiting transgen-
der students from playing on teams that 
match their gender identity.

The legality of those laws is in question; 
the Biden administration has proposed a 
regulation that declares transgender sports 
bans to be a violation of federal law that pro-
hibits discrimination on the basis of sex in 

educational institutions that receive federal 
aid. That regulation is not yet final.

The Alaska Legislature has thus far de-
clined to pass a bill on the topic. The Mata-
nuska-Susitna School Board has imple-
mented a policy similar to the one in front of 
the state school board, while several school 
districts — including Juneau and Anchor-
age — have policies that allow transgender 
students to play on teams that match their 
gender identity.

With local school districts divided, Alas-
ka’s state school board passed a resolution 
this spring that called on the Alaska Depart-
ment of Education to draft a regulation on 
the topic.

That draft was finalized in June, leading 
to the public comment period and the dis-
cussion at the July 26 state board of educa-
tion meeting.

Sen. Shelley Hughes, a Palmer Repub-
lican who unsuccessfully proposed limits 
on transgender student-athletes in the Leg-
islature, testified July 26 in favor of the reg-
ulation. Without it, she said, “we will mar-
ginalize, sacrifice and victimize our female 
athletes and put them in a dangerous and 
precarious situation.”

Madonna Singleton, a lay minister at 

Palmer United Methodist Church, testified 
against that idea and the proposed regula-
tion.

“Kids just want to play sports. Trans girls 
are girls, and barring them from competing 
on teams aligning with their gender identity 
effectively excludes them from participat-
ing,” she said. Limiting transgender girls to 
coed teams would exclude and marginalize 
them, Singleton said.

At times, the testimony turned hostile. 
Testifier Joshua Church, of Fairbanks, said 
encouraging children to “choose” a differ-
ent gender identity is creating “mental de-
lusions,” adding that any teacher, school 
board member or legislator who supports 
this “should be laughed out of town, they 
should be kicked out of their employment 
in these critical sensitive areas.”

Dr. Lindsey Banning, the parent of a 
transgender child, called some of the testi-
mony “wildly unacceptable and harmful.”

“I’m frankly saddened to hear it wasn’t 
stopped by anyone on this board,” she said.

The Alaska Beacon is an independent, do-
nor-funded news organization. Alaskabea-
con.com.

State school board delays vote on transgender girls sports policy

By Yereth Rosen
Alaska Beacon

Tracking changes in permafrost 
can take years and sometimes de-
cades, lags that cannot keep up 
with the transformations in the 
rapidly warming Arctic.

Now scientists will be develop-
ing new technology to track those 
changes in real time, thanks to a 
project funded by Google.

The company has awarded a 
$5 million grant to the Massa-
chusetts-based Woodwell Cli-
mate Research Center to create a 
system combining satellite data 
with artificial intelligence to spot 
the changes as they occur. The 
project is led by Anna Liljedahl, 
an Alaska-based Woodwell cli-
mate scientist.

There are compelling reasons to 
better track changes in permafrost. 
Its thaw is causing myriad effects 
around the North. That includes 
expensive damage to important 
infrastructure. In Alaska, costs of 
replacing thaw-damaged sections 
of roads, runways and railroad 
would mount up to $24.5 billion 
by midcentury under the current 
climate trajectory, according to 
a recent study by researchers at 
George Washington University.

An example of how artificial in-
telligence can help, Liljedahl said, 
is the difficult task of tracking the 
polygon ice wedges that cover 
much of the Arctic tundra. Scien-
tists have mapped over 1 billion of 
them, but trying to monitor their 
changes would be overwhelming 
without help from artificial intelli-
gence, she said.

“The datasets that we are creat-
ing are so large that we need help 
from AI in order to keep up with 
the data and milk the information 
that lies within the data. The data-
sets are too large for us humans to 
comprehend, even if all of us Arc-
tic permafrost scientists across the 

countries would come together,” 
she said by email.

For example, permafrost sci-
entists are interested in wheth-
er polygons are high-centered 
or low-centered because those 
features indicate different ice-
melt patterns. High-centered 
polygons are shaped when 
surrounding ice wedges melt, 
and low-centered polygons are 
shaped when ice in the center 
melts away,  according to the Na-
tional Snow and Ice Data Center.

By using artificial intelligence, 
computers could identify and 
outline individual polygons, de-
termine whether they are low- 
or high-centered, detect changes 
to them and, if there are chang-
es, help determine the cause, 
such as unusual summer heat, 
deep winter snowpack, rainfall 
or wildfire, she said. 

“If we did not use AI then we 
would be stuck doing what we 
are already doing: Looking at iso-
lated locations across the Arctic 
and guesstimating that those few 
areas (0.001% or less of the Arctic) 
are representing the entire Arctic. 
Assumptions are so unnecessary 
when we can do better!” Liljedahl 
said by email.

Woodwell has numerous aca-
demic and scientific partners in 
the project. Alaska institutions 
that are part of the project are 
the University of Alaska Fair-
banks and the Alaska Native 
Tribal Health Consortium. The 
project will collaborate with the 
Permafrost Pathways program 
led by Woodwell Climate and 
supported by the Arctic Initia-
tive at Harvard University’s 
Kennedy School of Govern-
ment and the Alaska Institute 
for Justice.

The Alaska Beacon is an indepen-
dent, donor-funded news organiza-
tion. Alaskabeacon.com.

Google donates to satellite  
and AI tracking of permafrost By Mark Sabbatini

Juneau Empire
Gov. Mike Dunleavy has vetoed a bill defin-

ing electric-assisted bicycles the same as regular 
bicycles — which passed the Legislature by a 
combined vote of 57-2 — because “it creates un-
necessary bureaucracy by regulating recreation-
al activity,” according to a spokesperson.

House Bill 8, sponsored by Rep. Ashley Car-
rick, a first-term Fairbanks Democrat, sought 
to revise state code to allow most e-bikes to 
ride anywhere a regular bike is allowed such as 
roads, bike lanes and multi-use trails. The bill 
also said owners of e-bikes generating less than 
750 watts of power would be waived from being 
required to register them with the Division of 
Motor Vehicles.

Alaska, one of four states that have no ref-
erences to e-bikes at all in statute, would have 
become the 40th state to pass legislation similar 
to Carrick’s bill. Similar bills were introduced 
during the previous two legislative sessions in 
Alaska, but failed to pass.

There was little legislative controversy during 
the most recent session, as the House passed the 
bill by a 39-1 vote and the Senate by an 18-1 vote. 
But Shannon Mason, a spokesperson for Dun-
leavy, stated in an email July 24 that the governor 
felt such policy should be made at the local level.

“Governor Dunleavy vetoed this bill because 
it creates unnecessary bureaucracy by regulat-
ing recreational activity,” Mason wrote. “If peo-
ple want these types of activities regulated, the 
governor believes the decision should take place 
at the local level, where communities can decide 
for themselves what they permit and prohib-
it. Alaska comprises of a wide range of diverse 
communities with different trails, activities, and 
desires for regulation.”

Carrick, in an interview July 24, said the bill 
allowed local governments some control of the 
definition of e-bikes and where they can be used.

Carrick said she is hoping for a possible veto 
override by the Legislature when it reconvenes in 
January, since the measure passed by far more than 
the two-thirds vote necessary to overturn a veto.

Governor vetoes bill that would clarify e-bike rules

By James Brooks
Alaska Beacon

You can build a small nucle-
ar reactor in Alaska, but not 
within 2,700 feet of a house.

On July 24, Lt. Gov. Nancy 
Dahlstrom signed a package of 
regulations that dictate where 
small nuclear reactors to gen-
erate electrical power — some-
times called “microreactors” — 
may be built in Alaska.

The regulations arrive as the 
U.S. Air Force advances plans 
to build the state’s first micro-
reactor at Eielson Air Force 
Base, southeast of Fairbanks.

Copper River Electric Asso-
ciation, which supplies pow-
er to Glennallen, Valdez and 
the surrounding area, is also 
considering construction of a 
microreactor.

Microreactors are designed 
to function as a single, sealed 
module that could be trans-
ported on the back of an 
18-wheeler.

Last year, Gov. Mike Dun-
leavy signed into law a bill that 
makes it easier for companies 
to place small, modular nucle-
ar reactors in the state, waiving 
some requirements imposed 
on larger facilities.

That legislation kicked off 
the start of a regulatory process 
by the Alaska Department of 
Environmental Conservation, 
which — along with the fed-
eral Nuclear Regulatory Com-
mission — would oversee any 
modular reactor.

The regulations don’t deal 
specifically with nuclear safety, 
only where a reactor could be 
sited. Among the restrictions: 
A reactor can’t be built within 
2,700 feet of a residence, 300 
feet of a national park or game 
reserve, in a coastal area vul-
nerable to storm surge, within 
100 feet of a public road or trail, 
or in an area protected because 
it’s used for drinking water.

Any reactor site must be ap-
proved by the local municipal 
government, and if a reactor 
is planned for a site outside 
an organized borough, the 
state Legislature must ap-
prove the site.

During a public comment 
period earlier this year, the 
proposed regulations were op-
posed by the Alaska Commu-
nity Action on Toxics, Copper 
Country Alliance and several 
individual residents who said 
they were concerned about dan-
gers posed by nuclear power.

“It seems to be that Alaska 
is going to be a guinea pig for 
this experimental technology. 
Seeing all the polluted places 

the Army left here does not 
give me any confidence that 
they would act responsibly 
here,” wrote Brigitte Jaeger of 
Fairbanks.

The Nuclear Energy Insti-
tute, a national organization 
that supports microreactor 
development, was also critical 
of some parts of the proposed 
regulations.

An early draft proposed 
banning microreactors within 
300 feet of “an area subject to 
high risks from volcanic ac-
tivity, ice floes or avalanches” 
and in 100-year flood plains. 
The institute criticized those 
sections, noting that concerns 
about radiation leaks are the 
domain of federal regulators. 
Those sections do not appear 
in the final regulations.

Instead, the rules  state that if 
part of a facility is located in a 
100-year flood plain, operators 
have to demonstrate that a flood 
would not damage the facility.

The institute also criticized 
sections of the regulations that 
require public notice and sec-
tions that require operators to 
share information with the state; 
those remain in the final rules.

The new regulations come 
into effect in August. 

Any proposed microreactor 
would have to obtain permits 
from the Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission, a process that 
takes several years. The NRC 
lists no pending Alaska-related 
projects.

The Alaska Beacon is an inde-
pendent, donor-funded news orga-
nization. Alaskabeacon.com.

State adopts regulations limiting micro nuclear reactor locations
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Tundra                                  by Chad Carpenter

Ritter’s River                            by Marc Lutz

CLUES ACROSS

CLUES DOWN

Crossword      Answers on page 12

1. Plant of the nettle family
2. Fit to be sold
3. Rather
4. Collected
5. A baglike structure in a plant or 
animal
6. Patella
7. Ageless
8. Lists of course requirements
9. Pokes at
13. TV network
14. They __
17. Cooking hardware
18. U.S. Army title
20. Iron-containing compound
22. Swiss river (alt. spelling)
27. Former French coin
28. Electronic countermeasures
29. Taxi

31. Helps little firms
32. Woeful
33. Midway between northeast 
and east
37. Glowing
38. Tasks which should be done
39. An informal body of friends
40. Intrinsic nature
41. Neural structures
42. Brews
43. Where ships unload cargo
44. Singer
47. Sino-Soviet block (abbr.)
48. Southwest Scotland town
49. Most worthless parts
51. Viscous
52. Put to work
53. Old world, new
58. Swiss river

1. Indicates tire pressure
4. Request
7. Clairvoyance
10. 007’s creator
11. Adult male
12. Scandinavian god of battle
13. Cloths spread on a coffin
15. Breeze through
16. Ladyfish genus
19. It’s good to take them
21. Noble-governed territory
23. Members of U.S. Navy
24. Card game resembling 
rummy
25. Affected by injury
26. Member of a Semitic people
27. Left
30. Woman’s cloak
34. S. American plant
35. Prohibit

36. Offense
41. Dish soap brand
45. Ottoman military command-
ers
46. Ancient Greek City
47. Makes unhappy
50. Discuss again
54. Medical instrument 
55. Promote
56. A beloved carb
57. Tag the base runner to get him 
out
59. Prehistoric people
60. Large African antelope
61. Vehicle
62. Georgia rockers
63. Scientific instrument (abbr.)
64. A major division of geological 
time
65. Attempt

By Zachariah Hughes

and Emily Goodykoontz

Anchorage Daily News
With colder months approaching, Anchor-

age Mayor Dave Bronson said July 24 that the 
city likely will not use a municipally owned 
sports arena as a large-scale homeless shelter 
again this winter,  and to prevent people from 
freezing to death on the street, his administra-
tion wants to purchase plane tickets for peo-
ple who want to travel to communities within 
Alaska or warmer climates out of state.

“I am not going to be responsible for people 
freezing to death on the street. … I’m doing ev-
erything I can to keep that from happening,” 
Bronson said during an interview at his office 
in City Hall.

“We set a record this last year on how many 
people died unsheltered in the city. If some-
thing doesn’t happen, we’re going to beat that 
record this next winter. And so, with that mor-
al impetus for me, we’re going to start giving 
airline tickets for people to go where they want 
to go,” Bronson said.

“If they want to go to a warmer climate, it’s 
far cheaper to give them $600 to get an airline 
ticket to anywhere, from San Diego, all the way 
to Seattle, or to Fairbanks where they’ve got 
family that can take them, or back to the Bush. 
I have no choice now.”

Bronson said that in the absence of a dedicat-

ed winter shelter, hundreds of unhoused peo-
ple could be exposed to subzero temperatures 
this winter. 

Bronson didn’t say how the city would fund 
a relocation program.

The Salvation Army last summer bought 
plane tickets for some people who were living 
in a campground where the Bronson adminis-
tration had moved homeless residents when it 
closed the shelter at the Sullivan Arena.

Bronson’s homeless coordinator, Alexis 
Johnson, said by email that the city would like 
to fund and expand existing relocation pro-
grams, which reunite people with their fami-
lies in Alaska and in the Lower 48.

Cities in the Lower 48 have employed similar 
relocation strategies, giving unhoused people 
free plane and bus tickets to go home to family, 
friends or other cities where they may have a 
support network.

For some, relocation programs have helped 
put them on a path out of homelessness. But 
such programs also have been highly criticized 
as a quick and cheap way to reduce homeless 
populations, without ensuring that the recipi-
ents of tickets won’t just end up on the streets 
elsewhere.

With more than 750 people currently living 
unsheltered, city officials largely agree that 
more shelter is needed. But they’ve frequently 
disagreed over specifics like size and location.

Mayor wants Anchorage to purchase 
plane tickets for homeless to leave town
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LAND FOR SALE
Two Stikine River properties 
on west side of Farm Island in 
King Slough: 200-foot front-
age, 6-plus acres, $80,000; 
8-acre backlot, lots of good 
access, $60,000. Can access 
the main river at any stage of 
tide. Willing to finance. Call 
907-518-0101.

FREE ADS
Do you have something to 
sell? Having a garage sale? 
Looking to buy something? 
Classified ads for individu-
als and community groups 
are free in the Sentinel. Con-
tact Amber at 907-874-2301 or 

email wrgsent@gmail.com.

STAY UP TO DATE
Get a Wrangell Sentinel sub-
scription today and enjoy the 
convenience of having the 
paper delivered to your mail-
box each week. Subscribers 
also can enjoy free online ac-
cess. Call Amber at 907-874-
2301 or subscribe online at 
wrangellsentinel.com.

FREE 
Moving? Need fire starter? Art 
projects? Stop by the Wrangell 
Sentinel to pick up free recycled 
newspapers.

Classified

BE SEEN!
Place an ad 

in the monthly 
Business Directory.

ONLY $45!
Prints third week 
of every month. 

Call Amber to get 
your business ad 
placed in the May 

17 issue of the 
Sentinel.

907-874-2301



By Kyle Clayton
Chilkat Valley News, Haines
Which came first, the magis-

ter squid fishery or the magister 
squid market?

A Juneau charter fishing op-
erator was recently awarded a 
$230,000 grant from the National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Ad-
ministration to find out, and fish-
ermen might soon have a chance 
to diversify in the face of declining 
fish stocks and high barriers to en-
try in other markets.

“It’s the chicken and the egg. 
Do you start researching how to 
catch them or if there’s a market?” 
said Richard Yamada, who has 
dedicated the past several years 
to learning more about magister 
squid, a species he and some biol-
ogists speculate is preying on juve-
nile king salmon and herring.

Yamada thinks the squid are so 
abundant that a low-volume, high-
price commercial fishery could 
support Southeast Alaska com-
mercial fishermen. He hopes the 
magister squid, which aren’t yet a 
food commodity in North Ameri-
ca, could be sold on the high-end 
sushi market everywhere from 
New York to San Francisco.

Yamada, who’s been operating 
fishing charters for 40 years, has 
been looking for ways to reduce 
the impacts on his business as 
king salmon declines. About 15 
years ago, while fishing for rock-
fish, he and his clients caught a 
magister squid. He’s caught a 
hundred at a time while jigging 
for just a few hours.

He’s since recruited a former 
Alaska Department of Fish and 
Game biologist and researchers 
at the University of Alaska to 
study the species that researchers 
think are moving further north as 
the oceans warm. He’s also been 
granted a Fish and Game “com-
missioner’s permit” that allows 
him to catch and market the squid.

Yamada said he’s been turned 
down for grants that would re-
search what a commercial fishery 
would look like largely because 
grantees worry there isn’t a mar-
ket. He aims to change that.

“This grant cycle, I went on 
the market side, to create a glob-
al market. (The squid is) unique. 
It’s not sold commercially any-
where in North America and, 
in fact, in my research with the 
Japanese, it’s not even caught or 

sold there. The only place I’ve 
found it is in Russia.”

In an effort to create a market, 
he’ll use the grant money to, in 
part, attend food expos in Boston 
and Japan to see how it matches 
up with other squid species.

He’s already taken the squid to 
sushi chefs in California and Ha-
waii and said he’s received favor-
able reports. The magister squid 
are tender, flavorful and don’t 
have the iodine taste that the more 
common Humboldt squid con-
tain, Yamada said. He also hired 
a San Francisco marketing compa-
ny, which is aiming to brand the 
squid as “Alaska Ika.” Ika is the 
Japanese word for squid.

“It’s a brand name to provide 
some kind of exposure that this 
is coming from Alaska. I might 
be able to use this squid as a 
U.S.-sourced food product for 
the sushi market here instead 
of having everything imported 
from China and Japan.”

But to get fresh squid to mar-
ket, storing them will present a 
challenge. Yamada said he had to 
pump seawater from a depth of 
at least 30 feet to ensure the water 
is salty enough. Squid he stored 
in surface water, which contains 
more fresh water, quickly died. 
They would also need to be stored 
separately for a live market be-
cause they don’t get along when 
grouped together.

“By the time we got to shore, 
three of them died, mostly because 
they ate each other,” Yamada said. 
“We’re developing techniques 
to keep them in a tube,” Yamada 
said. “There’s a lot of experimen-
tation going on.”

Yamada is also lobbying local 
chefs to use the product. The chef 
at his charter lodge cooked it as 
an entrée. “He cut up the tenta-
cles and mixed them with shrimp 
and some binding agents, stuffed 
the body of the squid and then 
charred it on the grill and sliced it. 
It’s excellent. We really liked that.”

Juneau-based commercial gill-
netter Luke Thorington said he 
first became interested in the squid 
in 2019, when he heard rumors 
that sport anglers were catching 
them in droves around Juneau.

“I started researching it, and 
there were tons of them in Russia, 
(where) they have a very well-es-
tablished fishery,” Thorington 
said. “They used to trawl from 

them. In some years they took 
more metric tons of squid out of 
Russia than they would take out of 
the California market squid fish-
ery. That got me pretty excited.”

He soon learned about Yama-
da and his efforts. Now they’re 
talking about how to obtain 
gear that commercial boats out 
of Japan and South America use 
to jig for the squid. Thorington 
said the prospect of a new com-
mercial fishery is exciting, espe-
cially in Alaska’s limited-entry 
fishing industry that often re-
quires hundreds of thousands 
of dollars to enter.

“I think it would be really cool 
to have something out there for 
people who want to get started 
and have a work ethic, that there is 
something they could go do with-

out having to put a quarter-mil-
lion into a commercial fishery just 
to get the ball rolling,” he said. 
“Maybe that’s where this will go. 
We’ll see how this all plays out.”

Alaska Department of Fish and 
Game Juneau area manager Scott 
Forbes said before a fishery could 
open, the department would have 
to conduct a stock assessment 
and create a management plan. 
Forbes has issued Yamada per-
mits for catching and selling the 
squid commercially. He said he’s 
intrigued by the species because 
they could potentially be a juve-
nile salmon predator.

Fish and Game coho research-
er Leon Shaul a year ago said 
salmon declines coincided with 
adult herring declines that other 
biologists were tracking in inside 
waters. “It’s pointing to a preda-
tor,” Shaul said.

“Increased mortality of adult 
herring in inside waters across all 
age classes, even while their body 
condition factor remains high, is 

consistent with a predator,” he 
said. “Across the board these in-
side stocks have dropped off. Two 
herring stocks that were still doing 
well were in Sitka and Craig/Kla-
wock, which are both on the outer 
coast, not in (the magister squids’) 
primary area.”

Shaul said the warm waters as-
sociated with “the blob” — warm-
ing Pacific Ocean waters — could 
be a factor for an increased pop-
ulation of magister squid, which 
were already native to the region 
but more evident further south 
near Ketchikan.

Thorington said he’s grateful 
that Yamada is tackling an issue 
that could have a long-term im-
pact on Southeast fisheries.

“I’m really happy Richard was 
able to secure this grant and that 
there’s government agencies that 
are actually paying attention to 
this and not going with the status 
quo,” he said. “We have to try to 
adapt to what’s coming.”
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Federal grant will help determine if a squid fishery can work in Southeast

PHOTO COURTESY CHILKAT VALLEY NEWS, HAINES
Juneau charter operator Richard Yamada, displaying a magister squid he hooked in southern Lynn 
Canal in 2020, has received a federal grant to help determine if a commercial fishery for the squid 
could work in Southeast.


