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aims to teach 
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By Caroleine James
Sentinel reporter

The U.S. Environmen-
tal Protection Agency an-
nounced that its updated 
permit for the Wrangell 
wastewater treatment plant 
will contain stricter limits on 
the amounts of bacteria the 
facility can discharge into Zi-
movia Strait.

Wrangell will need to up-
date its treatment operation 
to include disinfection of dis-
charged wastewater, which 
will decrease fecal coliform 
and enterococcus bacteria 
counts. The borough will 
have five years to comply 
with new requirements. 

Disinfection will be “a ma-
jor project for us,” said Bor-
ough Manager Jeff Good. He 
estimates that implement-
ing additional treatment at 
the plant will cost between 
$3 million and $5 million, 
though until the borough 

hires an engineer and begins 
the design process, the exact 
cost is uncertain. 

Disinfection options in-
clude chlorine or ultravio-
let light. The borough can 
choose its preferred method, 
Good explained, and though 
the options each have their 
strengths and weaknesses, 
both will require a significant 
investment. 

“I would rather take the 
entire life cycle cost into play 
as far as what option we go 
with,” he said. “Even if we 
have (an option) that’s initial-
ly more expensive up front, 
if the life cycle cost is way 
cheaper, then that would 
probably be the preference.”

The 20-year-old treatment 
plant updates will be fund-
ed using a combination of 
state loans and borough 
funds. Good is hopeful that 
the borough will not have to 

EPA tells Wrangell 
it needs to disinfect 
its sewage discharge
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Instructor Kim Covalt, center, smiles while directing members of his arthritis water therapy class 
— Ann Winters, foreground, and Dana Rowlett — in the swimming pool last Wednesday. Covalt has 
been teaching the class for 19 years after developing osteoarthritis in his lower back.

Healing waters

By Marc Lutz
Sentinel editor

At first glance, the water therapy class in the 
Parks and Recreation swimming pool might look 
like a group of people just standing around in the 
water. But, like ducks on a pond, there’s much 
more going on beneath the surface.

Every joint from head to toe is being exercised 
during the class, offering a low-impact workout 
for participants and providing relief from the ef-
fects of arthritis.

Around 32.5 million adults in the United States 
suffer from some form of osteoarthritis, the most 
common arthritic condition, according to the Cen-
ters for Disease Control and Prevention. Physicians 
recommend weight loss, staying mobile and differ-
ent types of exercise to alleviate the symptoms.

“There’s pain medication that covers up the 
symptoms, anti-inflammatory medication doesn’t 
really do anything, but exercise and staying mo-
bile really helps,” said Lynn Prysunka, a physi-
cian with the Wrangell Medical Center. “And the 
thing that’s so good about the arthritis (water) 
class is that it’s non-weightbearing.”

Prysunka said when it comes to joint prob-
lems, there’s a continuum of exercises that’s 
hard on the joints, starting with running being 

the hardest, then using an elliptical, walking on 
a treadmill, riding a bicycle, and then swimming 
and water aerobics. “In that continuum, water 
aerobics is great.”

The arthritis class has been taught for 19 years 
by Kim Covalt, 69, who began to develop arthritis 
in his lower back 20 years ago. A class was being 
taught in Juneau at the time to train people to lead 
water therapy classes.

“They were offering free scholarships to take 
the class, so I went up to Juneau to take the class 
for free to be a teacher,” Covalt said after leading a 
class last Wednesday morning. “I came back and 
started teaching here. I saw we had a need for the 
older population, which now I’m one of them.”

Each class begins with 20 minutes of water walk-
ing, swinging the arms and legs in the pool, letting 
the resistance of the water warm up the muscles. 
“It’s amazing the therapeutic power of the water. It 
helps my back not to hurt,” Covalt said.

Near the end of last Wednesday’s class, Covalt 
had the five participants moving each of their legs 
in small circles, gradually increasing the circum-
ference as they completed each revolution. Then 
they did similar movements with their ankles.

“We move every joint in the body from the neck 

Pool therapy provides relief from arthritis aches and pains

By Marc Lutz
Sentinel editor

Name calling. Spreading 
rumors. Shoving, tripping. 
Excluding. 

Those are just a few of the 
ways bullying can be perpe-
trated, and staff at Wrangell 
schools are working to prevent 
it and the damage and lasting 
trauma that can stem from it.

About 20% of students ages 
12 through 18 across the coun-
try reported being bullied, ac-
cording to the U.S. Department 
of Health and Human Services’ 
stopbullying.gov website. Of 
those students, 56% said they 
believed the bully “had the 
ability to influence other stu-
dents’ perception of them.” 
Fifty percent “had more social 
influence”; 40%“were physical-
ly stronger or larger”; and 31% 
“had more money.”

The approach that Wrangell 
high school and middle school 

principal Bob Burkhart, and 
schools’ counselor Dr. Julie 
Williams are taking is one of 
community involvement.

“It takes a village to raise a 
child,” Burkhart said. “That’s an 
old adage, but it’s true, and in a 
place like this, it’s very true.”

Burkhart said he and Wil-
liams, along with staff and 
teachers have all been involved 
in taking “every opportunity to 
be out front and upfront with 
our students” about anti-bully-
ing and working together.

One of the keys to stopping 
and preventing bullying is rec-
ognizing it as a witness and as 
someone who is being bullied, 
and knowing what to do from 
a disciplinary standpoint.

“If we can’t see it, no matter 
what age I am or what posi-
tion I hold in the school, if I 
don’t recognize it, I can’t do 
anything to take a stand or say 

Schools want to include public 
in bullying prevention program

By Caroleine James

Sentinel reporter
The Salvation Army and its 

companions in the Wrangell 
Ministerial Association are 
preparing to roll out their an-
nual holiday programs, pro-
viding meals, clothes and gifts 
to members of the community. 

For Jon Tollerud, a Salva-
tion Army Corps officer, the 
church’s holiday programs 
are a way to care for the com-
munity during a season that 
can be as financially burden-
some as it is festive. “We’ve 
been helped in that same 
way,” Tollerud said of his 
family, and he hopes that the 
community will take advan-
tage of what the Salvation 
Army has to offer.  

From Oct. 10 to Nov. 11, 
families can apply to receive 

Thanksgiving meal boxes that 
contain all the elements of a 
multi-course holiday feast, 
from turkey to pumpkin pie. 
Boxes will be distributed on 
Nov. 18 at the Harbor Light 
Church from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

Those wishing to support 
the program can donate to the 
Salvation Army, though Toll-
erud prefers cash donations 
to food donations. Food dona-
tions make it difficult to keep 
each meal box identical.

On Nov. 1, the Salvation Ar-
my’s “Angel Trees” will ap-
pear at First Bank, Wells Fargo, 
Ottesen’s, Sentry Hardware 
and the Salvation Army office. 
The trees will be covered in 
paper tags, with the Christmas 
wishes of an anonymous child 
written on each tag. Commu-
nity members who want to 
participate in the Angel Trees 

program may select a tag, pur-
chase all or some of the items 
listed on it and return the items 
to one of the tree locations by 
Dec. 9. The Salvation Army rec-
ommends spending between 
$25 and $50 on new items for 
an Angel Tree box.

For those hoping to give even 
more, the Salvation Army will 
offer its Adopt-A-Family pro-
gram for the third year in a 
row. Community members can 
sponsor an anonymous family’s 
entire Christmas celebration, 
including food and gifts. Last 
year, residents sponsored three 
Wrangell families; the year be-
fore they sponsored seven.  

Since the Salvation Army’s 
holiday assistance programs 
rely entirely on church fund-
ing, community members 

Ministries start work on holiday meals and gifts

Continued on page 5

Continued on page 5

Continued on page 5

Continued on page 6



Page 2 - November 2, 2022  WRANGELL SENTINEL

Northbound 			  Southbound

Friday, Nov. 4			  Monday, Nov. 7
Kennicott, 6:30 p.m.		  Kennicott, 5 a.m.
Tuesday, Nov. 8		  Friday, Nov. 11
Kennicott, 8:45 p.m.		  Kennicott, 8:15 a.m.
Saturday, Nov. 12		  Monday, Nov. 14
Kennicott, 2:30 a.m.		  Kennicott, 5:45 a.m.
Friday, Nov. 18		  Monday, Nov. 21
Kennicott, 4:45 p.m.		  Kennicott, 4 a.m.

Ferry Schedule

All times listed are scheduled departure times.  
Call the terminal at 907-874-2021 for information  

or call 907-874-3711 or 800-642-0066 for recorded information.

Birthdays & Anniversaries
The Sentinel extends its best wishes to the following people listed 
on the Wrangell Chamber of Commerce Community Scholarship 
Birthday Calendar. 

Wednesday, Nov. 2: Kyna DeBoer, Haig 
Demerjian.

Thursday, Nov. 3: Kitty Angerman, Arabella Lea 
Nore.

Friday, Nov. 4: Deano Barker, Ayla Harris, Olga 
Norris, Claire Rooney; Anniversary: Jeff and Pam 
Wiederspohn.

Saturday, Nov. 5: Mark Davidson, Kaylauna 
Warren; Anniversary: Adan and DeeDee Sprehe.

Sunday, Nov. 6: Betsy Golding.
Monday, Nov. 7: Erik Gile, Jean-Luc Lewis, Pam 

McCloskey, Garrett Miller, K.D. Roope-Strasburger, 
Frank Simpson.

Tuesday, Nov. 8: Taylor Carey, Wilder Todd 
Harding.

Wednesday, Nov. 9: Ava Lawrance, Sawyer 
Rooney, Kimberly Szczatko.

Senior Center Menu 
Open for in-person dining. 
Must be fully vaccinated.

Thursday, Nov. 3
A-1 meatloaf, peas, creamy coleslaw,

mashed potatoes
Friday, Nov. 4

Ham and bean soup, 
tomato sleeves with cottage cheese, cornbread

Monday, Nov. 7
BBQ chicken, mixed veggie,

sunshine salad and herb biscuit
Tuesday, Nov. 8

Turkey with gravy, mashed potatoes,
green beans, apple salad, buttermilk biscuits

Wednesday, Nov. 9
Turkey pot pie, romaine and radish salad,

herb biscuit

Please call the senior center at 907-874-2066 24 hours in 
advance to reserve a seat at lunch at the center or to request 

delivery. The senior van also is available to transport seniors 
to medical appointments, reasonable errands such as collect-

ing mail,  getting prescriptions or other essential items.

Tides

High Tides Low Tides
	 AM		  PM	                         AM                           PM
	 Time	 Ft	 Time	 Ft          	 Time     Ft	 Time	 Ft
Nov. 3     	 09:58    	14.7   	 10:05    	 14.4    		  03:11    		 1.2   		 03:57   	 3.7
Nov. 4     	 10:48    	 16.1   	 11:06    	 15.2    		  04:17    	 0.9   	 05:00   	 1.8
Nov. 5     	 11:32    	 17.3   	 11:58    	 15.9    		  05:10    	 0.6   	 05:50   	 0.0
Nov. 6     	 11:12    	 18.1   	 11:45    	 16.2    		  04:55   	 0.5   	 05:32    -1.3
Nov. 7     	 11:49    	 18.4   	 . . . .      	 . . .      		  05:34    	0.9   	 06:09    -2.1
Nov. 8     	 00:28    	16.1   	 12:23    	 18.3    		  06:09    	 1.3   		 06:44   -2.3
Nov. 9     	 01:08    	 15.7   	 12:56 	 17.8    		  06:42    	2.1   		 07:18     -2.1

Nov. 2, 1922
The Civic Club held its 

monthly meeting last Satur-
day at the library and went 
on record in favor of legisla-
tion giving women the right 
to serve as jurors. All women 
voters of Wrangell are urged 
to go to the polls at the com-
ing election to express them-
selves for or against such 
legislation, and if a bill is 
favored it is understood that 
the presidents of the Alaska 
Federation of Women’s Clubs 
and the Alaska Woman’s 
Christian Temperance Union 
will ask that jury service for 
women be made permissible 
but not compulsory.

Oct. 31, 1947
At a meeting of the Territo-

rial Road Board this week in 
Juneau, $15,500 was approved 
to be spent in Wrangell for 
harbor improvements. They 

include the dock approach to 
the shrimp cannery, repairs 
to pilings, etc, $5,000; for 
construction of a new small 
seaplane float and approach-
es, $4,000; and for purchase 
of creosote pilings to replace 
a float dolphin, $6,500. The 
money comes from funds col-
lected by the territorial gaso-
line tax which is earmarked 
for harbor, road and airfield 
work. On Territorial Highway 
Engineer Frank Metcalf’s re-
cent visit to Wrangell, Mayor 
Doris Barnes and members 
of the city council, took Mr. 
Metcalf on an inspection trip 
of the local harbor and lat-
er drafted a brief of the most 
pressing needs of the town. 
The result was the $15,500 ap-
proval for funds granted the 
town of Wrangell this week.

Nov. 2, 1972
A small boat harbor with 

space for 150 boats and esti-
mated to cost approximate-
ly $1.7 million to develop is 
being proposed at Shoemak-
er Bay four miles south of 
Wrangell. Plans call for the 
construction of a breakwa-
ter, dredging of the harbor 
area and the building of ac-
cess, parking and harbor and 
dock facilities. Development 
of the proposed small boat 
harbor will be accomplished 
without cost to the City of 
Wrangell, Dick Ballard said. 
The federal contribution to 
the project is $1 million and 
the state’s share is $700,000. 

This funding is included in a 
state bond issue that will be 
voted upon this coming Tues-
day. Of the $700,000, $400,000 
is earmarked for basin dredg-
ing and $300,000 for harbor 
and dock facilities, according 
to a report made recently to 
the Southeast Conference by 
Don Statter, Alaska’s director 
of waters and harbors. If the 
necessary state bonding is ap-
proved, it is anticipated that 
the harbor could be complet-
ed within two years.

Oct. 30, 1997
At the city council meeting 

Tuesday night, City Manager 
Scott Seabury described the 
proposed use of the logs tak-
en down on the Spur Road. 
On Nov. 7, the city will take 
over the ownership of the ex-
tension of the Spur Road and 
trees taken down for right of 
way will be offered to the pub-
lic. Once hauled to the new fill 
by Benjamin’s, the logs will 
be available for free-use fire-
wood. More choice logs will 
be scaled and graded for sale. 
The city received a small grant 
from the U.S. Forest Service 
for log sales. Seabury says a 
harvest plan will be formulat-
ed and there will be logging 
on the uphill. The public is 
reminded to not take or cut 
wood on the Spur Road. The 
road will be closed until they 
can get wood out and avail-
able to the community.

Wrangell Roundup:
Special Events

THE AMERICAN LEGION will hold a Veterans Day dinner on Nov. 11 at the Cedar House Inn. This 
free dinner is for Veterans and one guest. Doors open at 4:30 p.m. and dinner starts at 5:30 p.m. There 
is limited seating so call Marilyn Mork at 907-470-0085 to be put on the list.  

WRANGELL MINISTERIAL ASSOCIATION Thanksgiving box sign-up is open and runs through 
Nov. 11. Sign up at the Salvation Army for a holiday food box, and distribution day is Nov. 18 at 
Harbor Light Church. Call 907-874-3753 for more information.

NOLAN CENTER THEATER is showing “Lyle, Lyle, Crocodile” rated PG, at 7 p.m. Friday and 
Saturday; the animated adventure comedy film runs one hour and 46 minutes. Tickets are $7 for 
adults, $5 for children under age 12. Children under 12 must be accompanied by an adult. 

CHRISTMAS TREE LANE is coming to town, and trees will be accepted Nov. 26 and 28 at the Nolan 
Center. Each entry goes up for a silent auction to support the Hospice of Wrangell. Be creative and 
beautify the Nolan Center lobby. For more information, call Alice Rooney 907-305-0007.

BRAVE is hosting its fifth annual Family Resilience Fair from 2 to 4 p.m. Nov. 19 at the Nolan Center. 
Learn how your community can help your family.  For more information email BRAVE.Wrangell@
gmail.com, or call 907-204-0530.

PARKS and RECREATION is offering multiple activities and programs to get your body moving. 
For more information on any of the activities visit www.wrangellrec.com or call 907-874-2444.

Want more attendance at your meeting or event? Send information for Roundup to wrgsent@gmail.com or 
call 907-874-2301.

Continuing Events
PARKS and RECREATION www.wrangellrec.com

Open swim is open by appointment, at reduced capacity. Locker rooms are available. 
Arthritis class, 8:30 - 9:30 a.m., Monday, Wednesday, Friday 
Lap swim, 6 - 7:30 a.m. Monday, Wednesday, Friday 
Lap/tot swim, 11:30 a.m. - 1 p.m., weekdays, 5:15 - 6:15 p.m. Tuesday, Thursday,  and 11 a.m. to 12:30 
p.m. Saturday 
Open swim, 6 - 7 p.m. Monday and Wednesday;  6:30 - 8 p.m. Friday; 1 - 2 p.m. Saturday 
Water aerobics class, 10 - 11 a.m. Monday, Wednesday, Friday

Weight room: 6 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. and 3:30 - 7:30 p.m. Monday through Thursday; 6 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. and 
3:30 - 8:30 p.m. Friday; 10 a.m. - 2:30 p.m. Saturday

AA Meetings: North Star Group meets from 7 to 8 p.m. Tuesdays and Fridays, St. Philip’s Episcopal 
Church.

The Way We Were In the Sentinel 100, 75, 50 and 25 years ago.

Date          	 Sunrise     	  Sunset   Hours
Nov. 2	 8:00a         	 5:04p            09:03h
Nov. 3           	 8:03a         	 5:02p            08:59h
Nov. 4         	 8:05a         	 5:00p           08:54h
Nov. 5         	 8:07a         	 4:58p         08:50h
Nov. 6         	 7:09a         	 3:55p         08:46h
Nov. 7         	 7:11a         	 3:53p         08:42h
Nov. 8         	 7:13a         	 3:51p           08:38h

Daylight 
Hours
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Wrangell youth 
learn hunter safety

By Caroleine James
Sentinel reporter

After two months of book work, 
lectures and practice with plas-
tic replicas, Winston Davies’ sixth 
grade Alaska Skills class headed to 
the shooting range last week to con-
tinue their training in hunter safety. 

“This is a state curriculum,” ex-
plained Davies, who has been drill-
ing safety rules with his students 
“almost every day” to prepare them 
to shoot live firearms at the range. 
“The kids walk around the shop 
(with dummy firearms) and they 
practice carrying them, working 
the actions on them.” Davies en-
sures that his students know how to 
carry the guns safely and that their 
fingers stay off the triggers until 
they’re ready to shoot.

Davies believes that understand-
ing the tenets of gun safety is critical 
for Alaskans, regardless of whether 
they hunt or shoot recreationally. 
“Even if you’re not in a hunting 
family, in Wrangell or in Alaska 
in general, the chances of you get-
ting into a vehicle with a firearm 
are very high,” he said. “You need 
to know how to use firearms safely 
and know when others aren’t using 
them safely so you can call them 
out.”

“In Alaska,” he added, “it’s defi-
nitely a life skill. … You walk into 
a home and there are going to be 
firearms.”

In addition to learning life skills, 
Davies’ class is working toward 
state hunter certification. The Alas-
ka hunter safety program is recog-
nized in all 50 states and if students 
pass a final test, they will be able 

to go hunting in states with stricter 
requirements. To certify, each hunt-
er-in-training must put four out of 
five shots within a three-inch area 
from 50 feet.  

Prior to the pandemic, Davies 
taught the class to high schoolers, 
and many of them struggled to 
achieve this high level of precision. 
“It definitely takes some practice,” 
Davies said. This year, he is teach-
ing the material to sixth graders for 
the first time. 

Most of Davies’ students — about 

10 out of 13 — have prior hunting 
or recreational shooting experience, 
but for a few, the class was the first 
time they had ever shot a firearm. 

On Oct. 24, the first day at the 
indoor range, Davies and range 
master Terry Courson introduced 
students to the space and reviewed 
safety fundamentals. Courson start-
ed off the class with four essential 
rules for gun use: Treat every fire-
arm as if it were loaded, never point 
a gun at anything you aren’t will-
ing to destroy, keep your finger off 

the trigger until ready to fire and 
be aware of your target, including 
what is behind it. 

“I’m emphasizing to the kids 
‘these are not toys,’” said Cour-
son. “They will kill you.” He also 
touched on a few items of gun-relat-
ed trivia, including the differences 
between clips and magazines, bul-
lets and rounds. 

On the second day at the range, 
Courson unlocked the gun cabinet. 
He and Davies moved from student 
to student, offering encouragement 
and support as each student shot 
five rounds. 

After reeling in her target, class 
member Bella Ritchie inspected her 
shots and declared her performance 
adequate. 

“I go hunting a lot,” she explained, 
“and to the shooting range.” She is 
most experienced with .22s and en-
joys hunting deer with her family. 

Davies didn’t know what to ex-
pect teaching hunter safety to sixth 
graders, but has been impressed 
with the maturity of the group. “I 
know the kids respect the firearms,” 
he said. “As soon as Terry (Cour-
son) took the rifles out of the cab-
inet … you could just tell the kids 
were taking this seriously. They … 
knew the gravity of the situation.”

“It’s a Wrangell thing,” added 
Courson, who also appreciated the 
class’s sense of responsibility. “A 
lot of them have been trained by 
their fathers. These aren’t city kids.”

Because of high demand for hunt-
er safety training, Davies hopes to 
hold a class for community mem-
bers. “There’s adults that want it, 
there’s kids who weren’t able to 
take the class,” he said. He will ad-
vertise once he is more certain of 
the details but anticipates holding 
a community certification program 
some time in December or January. 

Firearms safety class moves from classroom to shooting range

PHOTO BY CAROLEINE/WRANGELL SENTINEL
Winston Davies helps Delilah Roane load, aim and fire her .22 rifle during hunter 
safety training at the indoor shooting range on Oct. 25. In the background, Jackson 
Carney kneels to fire his rifle while Terry Courson assists Jenna Meissner. 

By Larry Persily
Sentinel writer

Restoration of Inter-Island 
Ferry Authority service from 
Coffman Cove on Prince of 
Wales Island to Wrangell and 
Petersburg would take mon-
ey. The service ended in 2008, 
and the two communities will 
talk about what it would take 
to bring back the run, how 
much it would cost and who 
would pay.

The Petersburg borough 
assembly last month voted 
unanimously to send a letter 
to the Wrangell assembly to 
start talks on possibly restor-
ing the route.

Wrangell assembly mem-
bers at their Oct. 25 meeting 
directed Borough Manag-
er Jeff Good to talk with his 
counterpart in Petersburg and 
report back.

“What kind of passenger 
load would they need to make 
this work, how many vehi-
cles,” Wrangell Mayor Patty 
Gilbert asked about the financ-
es of restarting the route in an 
interview a few days after the 
assembly meeting. There was 
not enough ridership to cover 
the costs when the small ferry 
operation served the two com-
munities 2006-2008, she said.

“I have some concerns,” Gil-
bert added. 

In addition, she said, “We 
cannot ace out our own private 
enterprises in town.” Muddy 
Water, a Wrangell-based tour 
and charter boat operator, has 
a new 38-foot-long catamaran 
that it is running occasional-
ly from Wrangell to Banana 
Point, at the southern end of 
Mitkof Island about 28 miles 
highway miles south of Pe-
tersburg.

The Inter-Island Ferry Au-
thority operates two ships, 
each with room for about 190 

passengers and up to 30 vehi-
cles, providing daily service 
between Ketchikan and Hol-
lis, on the east side of Prince 
of Wales Island. The drive 
between Hollis and Coffman 
Cove covers about 75 miles. 
The Alaska state ferry does 
not serve Hollis or Coffman 
Cove.

The Inter-Island Ferry Au-
thority has been operating for 
20 years, and carries about 
40,000 passengers and 10,000 
vehicles a year between Ket-
chikan and Hollis. It receives 
$250,000 a year from the state, 

and covers the rest of its mil-
lion-dollar budget with fare 
revenues, said Ron Curtis, 
general manager. It receives 
federal funding for ship main-
tenance, he said.

Former Gov. Frank 
Murkowski initiated the 
Wrangell-Petersburg discus-
sion after he visited Peters-
burg in September to discuss 
the area’s unmet transporta-
tion needs, and then spoke lat-
er in September at an econom-
ic forum in Wrangell. He has 
advocated for restarting the 
run between Coffman Cove 

to Wrangell and Petersburg, 
particularly in the summer to 
help promote tourism.

It would cost about $9,000 a 
day in fuel and crew expens-
es to operate the route, Curtis 
said, not counting any mainte-
nance or other expenses.

Back 15 years ago, the in-
ter-island ferry carried an av-
erage of 16 passengers on each 
segment between the three 
communities, he said.

“Wrangell and Petersburg 
would need to get together 
and say, ‘We want to do some-
thing,’” Curtis said, which 

would include some sort of 
commitment to cover costs if 
passenger revenues come up 
short.

The ferry authority has 
been brainstorming ideas, and 
maybe summer-only service 
would help hold down ex-
penses, he said.

Perhaps federal money for 
ferry systems, included in last 
year’s infrastructure spending 
bill, could help subsidize the 
service, Petersburg Assembly-
member Dave Kensinger said 
at the borough assembly’s 
Sept. 22 meeting.

Funding would be needed to bring back Wrangell-Petersburg Inter-Island Ferry 



State House candidate Bynum
asks for voter support on Nov. 8

I am Jeremy Bynum and I am a 
candidate for state House District 
1. I want to encourage you to en-
sure that your voice is heard loud 
and clear by voting on Nov. 8. I 
would like to take a moment to 
introduce myself and respectfully 
ask for the honor of your vote.  

I am a U.S. Air Force combat 
veteran. While serving, I began 
my career in energy, leading 
me to pursue an electrical engi-
neering degree and eventually 
becoming a professional engi-
neer. I have more than 20 years 
of experience in energy, public 
process and leadership, having 
worked for the U.S. Army Corps 
of Engineers and now manag-
ing a municipal electric utility.  

I began my journey to Alaska 
over 10 years ago by spending 
summers in Ketchikan. In 2016, 
when a professional opportunity 
became available, I jumped at the 
chance to make Alaska my perma-
nent home.  I’m also no stranger to 
public office, as I currently serve as 
a member of the Ketchikan Gate-
way Borough Assembly.  

You can count on me to bring 
fresh energy to the Alaska Legis-
lature. Alaska, and especially our 
district, is an amazing place to 
live, work, raise a family and en-
joy life. Like you, I want to ensure 
our great state is thriving, creat-
ing a better Alaska today and for 
future generations. It is extremely 

important for our future to have 
representation that will fight for 
our needs and values. I will work 
to develop and support legisla-
tion that benefits our district.  

By voting, you are demon-
strating your faith in our system 
of government.  I will honor that 
faith by always listening to your 
concerns, and by working hard 
every day to represent you with 
integrity. I humbly ask for your 
support and would be honored 
to have your vote.

Jeremy Bynum, Ketchikan

Rep. Ortiz an effective advocate
for his Southeast House district 

I was perplexed by the recent 
comments shared by District 1 
House Candidate Jeremy By-
num in his opening remarks 
while debating Rep. Dan Ortiz 
on Oct. 13 in Ketchikan.

In referring to the leadership 
style of Ortiz, Bynum stated, 
“We’re not going to nice our 
way to success,” followed by in-
ferences that Ortiz hasn’t fought 
for his constituents. While By-
num certainly is correct that 
Ortiz is a nice person, the rest of 
his characterization could not be 
further from the truth.

Ortiz and I have served in the 
Legislature  together for eight 
years, and I can attest that he 
has been a bulldog for South-
ern Southeast Alaska. We have 
fought side by side through 
many political battles, taken the 

tough votes together, and have 
stood united against interests 
that threatened our coastal way 
of life and the future of this state.

During a time of declining oil 
revenues and an all-out assault on 
the services coastal communities 
rely on, Ortiz has been a champion 
for the Alaska Marine Highway 
System, our fishing industry, edu-
cation, and his constituents.

In contrast to Bynum’s erro-
neous descriptions, I can only 
describe Ortiz, as a “fierce and 
effective advocate” for his dis-
trict, as well as a bright future 
for all Alaskans.

Rep. Louise Stutes, R-Kodiak

State Senate candidate supports 
conservative policies, a full PFD

My name is Mike Sheldon and I 
am running against Sen. Bert Sted-
man in the Nov. 8 general election. 
We can vote for a bloated govern-
ment in electing moderate Sted-
man or choose my conservative 
approach. My policies include: 

Stand with the U.S. Consti-
tution to protect our Second 
Amendment rights, including 
the right to keep and bear arms.

Support life and not destroy it 
by the murder of the innocent; 
defund Planned Parenthood; 
save our future boys and girls.

Statutory calculation for a 
full Permanent Fund dividend. 
We must revoke the percent of 
market value statute that gov-
erns withdrawals from the fund 

and keep the 40-year-old div-
idend formula adopted under 
Gov. Jay Hammond. The mar-
ket value approach is an illegal 
act because the shareholders of 
Alaska did not vote to approve 
it. The House, Senate and gov-
ernor can change the percent of 
the market value with a simple 
act. In contrast, a ballot vote of 
the citizens of Alaska should 
take place for any change in the 
statutory PFD formula.

We must continue maintaining 
and improving our Alaska Ma-
rine Highway System to run effi-
ciently. No more wasted money 
building ships with bow-loading 
entries and the like, but engineer-
ing vessels that meet Alaska trav-
el standards in state waters.

State House and Senate mem-
bers should have term limits.

I support and will vote yes on 
a constitutional convention on 
Nov. 8. We must, as we the peo-

ple, fight for freedom, truth and 
integrity to make the judicial sys-
tem just like the House and Sen-
ate, accountable for unacceptable 
actions of not following the law.

Continue to build a healthy 
subsistence fishery, protect the 
sport fisheries of Alaskans, and 
protect our local commercial 
fishing industry.

Sensible government spending 
on public safety, education  and 
sustainable infrastructure jobs.

Constitutional spending limit.
I am against increasing 

growth-killing taxes that im-
pede private investment and 
limit job creation.

Support logging in Southeast 
to help pay for our schools and 
roads using stumpage receipts 
each year to help facilitate state 
expenditures.

Mike Sheldon, Petersburg
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From the publisher

By Larry Persily
Publisher

For the second time in my life, I almost walked 
into a women’s restroom.

The first time was almost a decade ago. I was 
between flights at the Amsterdam airport. Tired 
after 10 hours nonstop in the air, a little disori-
ented and confused, and definitely in need of a 
restroom before visiting the duty-free shops to 
load up on chocolates for the next leg of my trip.

I spotted the familiar stick-figure signs for 
the restrooms. It looked like a guy to me, and 
I don’t remember a dress on the stick figure. 
Maybe it lost something in the 
translation from Dutch.

As you probably have figured 
out by now, there was a dress 
on that stick figure, and the per-
son walking out of the restroom 
as I was about to step in most 
definitely was a woman.

I think I said something about 
stupid Americans and turned 
around faster than a political 
candidate can flip on the cam-
paign trail.

Then it happened again last 
month, when I was visiting a 
friend in Olympia, Washington.

We were having lunch (an excellent meatloaf 
sandwich, by the way, covered in melted cheese 
and most certainly not on my doctor’s approved 
list). My friend had just returned from the 
restroom and I asked one word, “Where?” She 
pointed the direction and I followed her point.

This is where two assumptions proved false.
She assumed the men’s restroom was in 

the same corner as the women’s room. And I 
assumed when she pointed, she knew for certain 
and would not direct me wrong.

Yes, we were both mistaken. A fact I discov-
ered as I was about to step inside the wrong 
restroom once again.

My friend and I were guilty of a common 

affliction: Miscommunication. In this case, I 
imagine I could have been arrested if my misstep 
had stepped too far into the women’s room, and 
I’m not sure the police would have accepted my 
excuse that I assumed my friend knew where she 
was pointing and that I was too confident not to 
see the stick figure with the dress.

To a writer, however, ordinary events often 
point to deeper issues. I see and hear a lot of poor 
decisions, inaccurate assumptions and mistakes 
based on the inability to ask the right question or 
give a complete answer.

Miscommunication wasn’t born in the age of 
the iPhone. It’s probably been around since the 

first wars between nations. But 
abbreviated texts, short answers, 
emojis and tweets certainly have 
accelerated inaccuracy.

People need to put down 
the phone that is glued to their 
hand, take out the earbuds that 
are imbedded in their head, 
give their texting thumbs a rest 
and talk face to face. We need to 
ask the entire question, not just 
a segment. In my case, I needed 
to stop thinking about the next 
text — or the deliciously juicy 
meatloaf sandwich — long 

enough to ask: “Do you know where the men’s 
restroom is?”

Nods of the head and snippets of information are 
not enough, and can lead to misunderstandings. 
Even worse, they create distance between people. 
While they may bring a community together on the 
opening time for a rummage sale, they can divide a 
community with half answers to half questions. 

It’s about communication. Ask a full question 
before forming opinions, listen to the answer, 
and don’t assume a head gesture — the old ver-
sion of an emoji — is a full answer.

You know what they say about assumptions: 
You could get kicked in the ass for walking into 
the wrong restroom.

Accuracy matters in communication

“People need to put 
down the phone that is 
glued to their hand, take 
out the earbuds that are 
imbedded in their head, 
give their texting thumbs 
a rest and talk face to 
face.”

Editorial

Gov. Mike Dunleavy cares about Alaska and wants good things 
for its citizens. But that doesn’t change the fact that he has done seri-
ous and likely permanent damage to the state ferry system; that he 
has not supported adequate school funding; that he sliced the Uni-
versity of Alaska budget, cutting into student enrollment; and that 
his fixation on the size of the Permanent Fund dividend is politically 
popular but fiscally irresponsible.

If re-elected, will Dunleavy’s second term be a repeat of his first 
year in office in 2019, when he was headed to a recall vote before 
the pandemic shut down the signature drive? Or will a smarter and 
better governor emerge?

That’s too much of a risk. Dunleavy wants a good future for Alas-
ka, but he’s not good for the state and it’s time to try a new governor.

Therein lies the dilemma: Who? Not Republican Charlie Pierce, 
the former Kenai Peninsula Borough mayor, who is embroiled in a 
third workplace harassment case that will add to the $267,000 the 
public already has paid to settle the first two cases against him.

That leaves voters a choice between former Gov. Bill Walker, 
running as an independent, and former Anchorage state Rep. Les 
Gara, running as a Democract. Both have their strong points: Gara 
is passionate about schools, child care, public services and getting 
more money for the state from oil producers. Walker has long been 
honest — to a political fault — about the need for a realistic fiscal 
plan to keep the state healthy, wealthy and wise. And he is correct.

Sadly, being honest doesn’t always win votes. And as for Gara, 
being a Democrat in Alaska doesn’t always win elections.

However, either would be better than four more years of Dun-
leavy. Both would be aggressive about pushing for more state aid to 
schools, child care and other essential services, and both would treat 
the dividend as a good thing worth protecting but not, as Dunleavy, 
like a golden lamb to worship.

When voters rank their choices for governor, Walker and Gara are 
the best options for No. 1 and No. 2, in whichever order.

Ortiz does a good job
Four-term state House member Dan Ortiz deserves anoth-

er two years representing Wrangell, Ketchikan and Prince of 
Wales Island communities.

He knows the district, knows the issues and has been per-
sistent in his work in Juneau to ensure that his communities are 
not forgotten when the state budget is put together and when 
legislation is drafted.

Ortiz is not a speechmaker but is not shy about standing up 
for the ferry system, community needs such as state money for 
improvements to Wrangell’s water treatment plant, and better 
funding for schools.

The district would be well served if he stays on the job.

No on constitutional convention
Alaska’s constitution doesn’t need an overhaul, a new trans-

mission or rewiring. It could use a tune-up to restrict campaign 
contributions from rich people, corporations and political 
action committees, and a new set of mud flaps to protect the 
Permanent Fund from political meddling. But it doesn’t need a 
wide open constitutional convention to take apart the vehicle in 
hopes that it will still run well after it is put back together.

Vote no on the constitutional convention on the Nov. 8 ballot. 
It’s just not needed, and Alaska cannot afford the repair bill.

— Wrangell Sentinel

Dunleavy does not
deserve another term 

Letters to the editor



something or somehow help the 
situation get better or help the 
person that might be the vic-
tim,” Burkhart said. 

So, what is bullying?
Simply defined, it is unwant-

ed aggressive behavior or a per-
ceived power imbalance that is 
likely to repeat if not interrupt-
ed. What leads a person to be-
ing a bully can tend to be a little 
more complex.

“It varies. It can be watch-
ing bullying and saying, ‘That 
works for them, and I can do 
that too,’” said John DeRuyter, 
a clinical psychologist based in 
Wrangell. “It can be the result of 
being bullied, then bullying oth-
ers gives them the release from 
what they’ve experienced. It can 
be, frankly, watching bullying 
at home, being bullied at home 
or in some other venue, some 
other situation.”

 DeRuyter said bullying 
comes down to a cost-ver-
sus-value equation, with those 
doing the bullying getting more 
from the experience than it costs 
them. That equation motivates 
every situation in life, he said, as 
we weigh the pros and cons of 
each decision.

The cost-value equation can 
give insight into how to fix 
bullying.

“We’ll do what we’re reward-
ed for,” DeRuyter said, even 
if it’s the bully feeling like the 
act gives him or her a sense of 
power that’s otherwise lacking. 
The response, he said, could be 
met one of three possible ways: 
Positive reinforcement, negative 
reinforcement or consequence.

Positive reinforcement is the 
most positive response. If a 
child stops bullying behavior, 
it’s followed up with a posi-
tive response, “’Good job! You 
didn’t bully,’” DeRuyter said as 
an example.

When it comes to negative 
reinforcement for bad behav-
ior, “The adults in charge need 
to shut it off,” he said. “’Knock 
it off. You’re done. Stop it. You 
don’t get to be benefited by 
what you’re doing.’”

Consequence is the least ef-
fective of the three responses as 
they tend not to have lasting ef-

fects, DeRuyter said.
Burkhart said he and Wil-

liams have been researching 
possible programs to use, the 
most popular of which is the Ol-
weus Bullying Prevention Pro-
gram, which most simply refer 
to as OBPP. 

After years of research, Dr. 
Dan Olweus, a Swedish-Nor-
wegian research professor of 
psychology, in the 1980s im-
plemented the OBPP based on 
four key principles: Adults in 
a school setting should show 
warmth and positive interest 
and get involved in student’s 
lives, they should set firm lim-
its on unacceptable behavior, 
they should consistently use 
negative consequences that 
are neither hostile or physical 
when rules are broken, and 
they should be positive role 
models and show authority.

The program also sets forth 
four rules: “1. We will not bul-

ly others; 2. We will try to help 
students who are bullied; 3. We 
will try to include students who 
are left out; 4. If we know that 
somebody is being bullied, we 
will tell an adult at school and 
an adult at home.”

Much of that behavior comes 
from modeling by adults, 
whether in the school, at home 
or the community at large, Wil-
liams said. She, too, used the 
adage of “It takes a village to 
raise a child.”

“If you don’t want kids to 
spend their time not focused on 
education, don’t model it,” she 
said. “If you want to have kids 
that get along with each other 
and don’t feel like they need to 
ostracize each other, don’t do 
it. … They pick it up. Normal 
doesn’t just pertain to these 
walls where we have kids six to 
eight hours a day. They pick up 
normal everywhere they go, so 
we need to make sure as a com-

munity that we’re not model-
ing those unhealthy behaviors 
and tendencies to ostracize 
each other.”

Burkhart said the OBPP is de-
livered by a trainer, one of which 
is based in Anchorage. The cost to 
the school district would be about 
$6,000, which would include an 
assessment of the schools and 
community to see what stage of 
bullying exists. With that assess-
ment, school staff, students and 
community leaders would go 
through a training.

“It would involve everybody 
to once more put the emphasis 
on respect instead of what bul-
lying is and how do we prevent 
it, how do we stop it, how do 
we recognize it and the steps 
we take to eliminate it when we 
see it,” Burkhart said. He is cur-
rently working on finding funds 
through grants and any other 
available sources to pay for a 
program once they’ve settled on 

one, of which OBPP is the stron-
gest contender.

When the program was first 
used in Norway in 1983, reports 
of bullying and antisocial behav-
iors dropped by 50%. In the mid-
1990s, OBPP was used in South 
Carolina schools, in which large 
reductions in school bullying 
were reported after one year.

Williams said there is also an 
emphasis on redirecting focus and 
setting up students for success.

“In a public school setting, 
you focus a lot on education 
and teamwork, and then really 
establishing what norms you 
want to have in your commu-
nity,” she said. “What do you 
want to be normal? How do 
you define that? Making sure 
that the messaging of that and 
the interactions of that are con-
sistent. What adults model, 
and what kids are allowed or 
initiate, really becomes your 
cultural norms.” 

down to the toes,” Covalt said. “It’s all 
low impact. I haven’t had anybody who 
has taken the class that hasn’t enjoyed it 
or at least gotten something out of it.”

Covalt said his class is usually attend-
ed by anywhere from five to 10 people, 
typically older adults.

Olinda White, who’s been attending 
the class for 10 years since she retired, 
said the therapy has made a big differ-
ence in her mobility.

“I really notice it if I don’t come, like 
if I travel. I just love it,” she said. “It just 
makes you feel so much better. It’s a 
great start to the day.”

White said she has arthritis “pretty 
much everywhere.” She believes the class 
helped her to stay limber a few years ago 

when she had her hip replaced. She tries 
to walk as much as possible, but that can 
depend on the severity of the weather.

Prysunka said the class also provides 
a social outlet, much like mall walking 
does for seniors who have access to a 
shopping mall or similar venue.

“There isn’t a mall for people to go 
mall walking in, but (the class is) an ex-
tra benefit for the group of older adults 
who do it,” she said. “The physical can’t 
be underplayed for the arthritis, but the 
emotional (aspect) for some of those old-
er adults to get out and have that con-
nection with each other is really equally 
beneficial.”

Prysunka said social interactions help 
increase positive emotional health, which 
allows people to be more physically ac-
tive. “There’s good evidence it fends off 

cognitive decline,” she said. “It’s prob-
ably one of the few things they found 
clearly makes a difference in age-related 
cognitive decline.”

Retiree Dana Rowlett, who moved to 
Wrangell from Arkansas in March, said 
she doesn’t have arthritis, but the class 
does fill the social and other needs. She 
was looking for interesting things to do 
after retirement.

“I’m just doing this for balance and 
strengthening,” she said. “It does loosen 
up. You know, they say motion is the lo-
tion.”

Prysunka said as people age it’s im-
portant to work on cardiovascular exer-
cise, strength training and balance.

“You also want to add in resistance 
training, and the water aerobics course 
and the arthritis course has that resis-

tance. The water does it,” she said. “That 
helps strengthen bones and improves 
muscle mass. That actually is probably 
more beneficial than the cardiovascular 
activity, ironically.”

The arthritis class is held Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday from 8:30 to 9:30 
a.m. Water aerobics is held the same 
days from 10 to 11 a.m. The cost of the 
classes is included with membership or 
punch pass fees. Those without a punch 
card or membership pass can pay $3 per 
class for seniors and $5 for anyone 64 or 
younger. More information can be found 
at wrangellrec.com.

“Each person it affects a different 
way,” Covalt said. “It makes them feel 
better, that’s the main thing. Moving 
keeps you from losing. You got to keep 
moving. It beats the alternative.”
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further increase utility rates to bring the wastewater 
plant into compliance, but he can’t be certain until he 
knows the cost of the project.

“We’ve already raised the water rates and we also 
raised the sewage rates,” he said. “We would have to 
go back and calculate. I’m hoping that … we would 
be able to cover any debt based off of those new rates 
that we have in place.”

The borough assembly raised sewage rates by 
21% this summer, after going seven years without 
an increase.

The state provides “low-interest loans for commu-
nities like Wrangell to take on a project like this,” 
said Gene McCabe, wastewater treatment program 

manager with the state Department of Environmen-
tal Conservation. McCabe also indicated a high like-
lihood that portions of the community’s loan debt 
would be forgiven by the state. “They borrow $2 
million, we forgive half of that, so it’s a payback of a 
million dollars,” he said. 

Wrangell is one of nine Alaska communities that 
have been operating under a federal Clean Water Act 
waiver, which allowed them to discharge wastewater 
into the ocean that had undergone less than full second-
ary treatment. The discharge pipe from the Wrangell 
plants extends about 1,700 feet into deeper water.

As the EPA and DEC reevaluate these waivers, they 
are bringing area communities up to date on current 
water quality standards. DEC Water Division Direc-
tor Randy Bates said the changes are the result of “20 

years of improvements” and “20 years of data.”
“There are improvements that we can and 

should make based on current information that’s 
out there,” he said. “The better the treatment, the 
better the water. The better the water, the better 
the recreational opportunity and less impact folks 
are going to feel.”

Other Southeast communities, including Haines, 
Ketchikan, Petersburg, Sitka and Skagway, will be 
receiving new permit requirements from the EPA in 
the coming months. Like Wrangell, these communi-
ties will all be required to meet new disinfection stan-
dards in the next five years.

Of the remaining 45 permit waivers nationwide 
from secondary-treatment standards, nine are in 
Alaska, Bates told state legislators earlier this year.

EPA sewage
Continued from page 1

Water therapy
Continued from page 1

Bullying prevention
Continued from page 1
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Email: katie@p-wins.com 
Toll Free: (800) 478-3858, Fax: (907) 802-3225  
www.p-wins.com 
PO Box 529 Petersburg, AK, 99833 

I can help you make sure your coverage is up-to-date. Contact me today. 

“If you are running a business out  
of your home, such as merchandising 
or an Air B&B, your homeowners 
policy does not provide any coverage. 
Contact us so that we can make sure 
your coverage is up to date.” 
 

Katie Eddy, 
Commercial Lines Agent

don’t need to hit any bench-
marks of financial need to 
qualify for meals or Angel 
Tree gifts for their children. 

“If you’re in need, you know 
you’re in need,” Tollerud said. 
“We’re here for everyone. 
There is … no requirement for 
services rendered by the Sal-
vation Army.” 

Only when the organization 
spends government grants or 
other funds does it require re-
cipients to meet standards of 
demonstrated need. For Thanks-
giving and Christmas meals, the 
organization doesn’t turn away 
any applicants, but since the 
Adopt-A-Family program re-
quires a greater donor commit-
ment, the Salvation Army focus-
es the program on families with 
significant financial need.

To sign your child up for an 
Angel Tree tag or to receive 

holiday meals, applications are 
available at the Salvation Army 
office at 611 Zimovia Highway. 
Applications for Thanksgiving 
aid are now open, though fam-
ilies can sign up for Christmas 
and Thanksgiving aid at one 
time. Applications for Thanks-
giving meals close on Nov. 11 
and applications for Christmas 
meals close on Dec. 9. 

Tollerud is optimistic about 
the future of the Wrangell Sal-
vation Army branch and its 
ability to continue providing 
assistance to community fami-
lies. “Each year, things get bet-
ter,” he said. “People are do-
nating more food and we are 
able to provide more services 
every year.”

Holiday meals
Continued from page 1

By Caroleine James
Sentinel reporter

When Matthew Gore arrived in Wrangell on the 
evening of Oct. 21, he took his dogs for a walk in 
the park before getting on his boat, the Andromeda, 
which he had been storing at the Reliance Float since 
late June 2021. Immediately, something “felt off.” 

As he walked down the stairs, he tripped over ob-
jects that he didn’t remember placing there. After in-
specting the entire vessel, he discovered that it had 
been stripped. The generator, charger, batteries, fans, 
power cable, laminate flooring and more had all been 
removed and the anchor had been yanked off the 
rollers. Even his electric piano was gone. 

In total, the damage and missing items come to 
over $10,000.

Gore was “very frustrated” when he learned that 
the Harbor Department had not been covering its 
night watch due to a staffing shortage. He called on 
the borough assembly to increase harbor security at 
its meeting Oct. 25.

“It seemed that criminals knew there was no har-
bor coverage,” he said. “I hope this awesome com-
munity can protect its reputation as a safe harbor.”

After two employees left unexpectedly last month, 
the harbor has been understaffed and unable to cover 
its night shift, explained Port Director Steve Miller. 

He has since filled both vacant positions, but the har-
bor’s night and weekend shifts won’t be fully func-
tional until late November, when the new employees 
have been onboarded and trained.

Security cameras are also on the way, thanks to 
$830,000 in federal grant money. The project should 
be out to bid in January 2023 and under construction 
next summer, Miller said. 

The police investigation of the Andromeda theft 
is ongoing, said Chief Thomas Radke. “We’ve iden-
tified a person of interest,” said Radke, “and gotten 
two search warrants.” Police have also recovered 
some of Gore’s stolen property. 

Gore and his husband lived on the boat in Wrangell 
for about eight years when Gore was working as the 
school district’s tech director. The couple moved 
away, but Gore brought the boat back to Wrangell 
harbor for maintenance and storage. 

After dropping off the Andromeda, Gore experi-
enced serious complications from long-COVID and 
was unable to return when harbor employees con-
tacted him about picking up his boat from the harbor.  
“My heart swelled up and I was basically bed-rid-
den,” he said. 

Since Gore could not make the trip to Wrangell, 
harbor employees moved his boat.

During his remarks to the assembly, Gore sug-
gested that the Harbor Department improve its re-

cord-keeping and communication with customers, 
especially when moving their boats. He believes that 
harbor employees failed to reconnect the Androme-
da’s forward stay, putting his mast as risk of falling. 
Miller denies this — his harbor operator claims that 
the forward stay was already detached when the 
boat was moved.

“In the future, we will definitely be making more 
phone calls and (sending) more emails to make peo-
ple aware of exactly what is happening,” said Miller, 
who expressed sympathy for Gore’s situation. 

Miller and the harbor workers have “(tried) to cor-
rect anything we could have possibly done wrong” 
by offering to loan Gore a generator, fuel and pumps 
to help him restart his boat. 

On Friday afternoon, Gore was able to start the 
boat for the first time since the theft. He described the 
moment as “the light at the end of the dark tunnel.”

He and Miller have been working together to get 
the boat out on the water, hopefully by the end of 
the week. 

“We’ve had so much love from the community,” 
Gore added. “Wrangell never fails to surprise me 
with their generosity.” He expressed appreciation for 
the harbor staff’s assistance and for the police depart-
ment’s responsiveness. 

After burglary, boat owner calls on harbor, assembly to strengthen port security

By Marc Lutz
Sentinel editor

The wheels on the bus go round and 
round, but you might not hear them.

Wrangell was the only school district 
in Alaska to be awarded with a $395,000 
grant last month to purchase an electric 
school bus through the Environmental 
Protection Agency’s Clean School Bus 
Program.

The awards are the first year of a five-
year program totaling $5 billion created 
by the Infrastructure Act signed into law 
a year ago.

John Taylor, co-owner of Taylor Trans-
portation, had been approached by a 
school bus manufacturer in Anchorage 
about the grant. Taylor Transportation 
contracts with the school district to pro-
vide its buses for students. Taylor for-
warded the information onto the district.

“Taylor Transportation … couldn’t 
apply on their own,” Schools Superin-
tendent Bill Burr said. “They had to be 
connected to a school and we had cer-
tain guidelines that had to be met about 
where we were, did we qualify for prior-
ity status based on size, rurality, popula-
tion makeup.”

Burr went through the grant-writing 
process, making sure to list all the perti-
nent details, including information about 
the bus that was being replaced, which 
ended up being “a significant amount of 
information about that specific bus.”

After submitting the grant, Burr said 
he helped a couple other school districts 
with the grant process, though he wasn’t 
sure if they submitted their applications.

Both Sitka and Valdez school districts 
applied for the grant but were waitlisted. 
If any of the other 389 chosen applicants 
nationwide are deemed ineligible or 

drop out, waitlisted schools would again 
be considered. Nearly 2,000 school dis-
tricts applied.

Of the school districts that were select-
ed for the awards, 99% are areas serving 
low-income, rural and/or tribal students.

Since there isn’t a way to use clean bio-
fuel or mixed biofuel in town, Wrangell 
had to opt for an all-electric bus, Burr 
said. The new electric bus will replace 
one of the two buses currently used in 
Taylor’s fleet. Since the aim of the EPA 
program is to decrease emissions, the 
bus being replaced would have to be de-
stroyed.

Taylor said due to the age of the bus 
being removed from the fleet, the frame 
would need to be cut in half and a three-
inch hole would need to be drilled 
through the engine block. The age of the 
2005 bus requires it to be taken out of 
commission.

Of the grant money, up to $375,000 
will go toward reimbursing the cost of a 
new electric bus and $20,000 will cover 
the cost of an EPA-approved charging 
station.

The district will submit the receipts for 
the bus and charging station to the EPA, 
while Taylor will deal directly with the 
manufacturer.

Taylor said he’s comparing costs and 
weighing the pros and cons before mov-
ing forward and choosing a bus. Taylor 
Transportation has until April to get a 
purchase agreement. The bus should be 
delivered by October 2023.

A typical electric school bus can trav-
el up to 138 miles on a single charge and 
Taylor said the bus that would be re-
placed goes out to 13 Mile and back, then 
around the loop. He said it travels about 
70 miles during one day of use.

Wrangell only district in Alaska awarded electric school bus grant

By Marc Lutz

Sentinel editor
The coronavirus led to 

many business closures in 
2020. Of those that were able 
to adapt and weather the fi-
nancial storm caused by the 

pandemic, many are still 
struggling to recover.

To that end, the Central 
Council Tlingit & Haida In-
dian Tribes of Alaska has re-
opened its federally funded 
small business relief grant 

program to help small busi-
nesses owned by tribal citi-
zens. The council also has in-
troduced a grant program for 
2022 start-ups.

The relief grants have been 
awarded since 2021, with 
$200,000 total being awarded 
to 40 businesses in Wrangell 
so far. There will be two more 
grant cycles in 2023 and 2024.

Small businesses can be 
awarded up to $5,000 and the 
owners must be a tribal citi-
zen enrolled with Tlingit & 
Haida. Recipients must own 
at least 50% of the business 
they are applying for and 
be actively involved in run-
ning the operation. They can 
live anywhere in the United 
States. Businesses must have 
been in operation in 2021 or 
before. The deadline to apply 

is Dec. 30 or when Tlingit & 
Haida has approved 50 ap-
plications Southeast-wide, 
whichever comes first.

   Start-up businesses are 
also eligible for $2,500 in 
grant awards. The same rules 
apply, except the business 
must have started in 2022. 
Fifty of those grants are avail-
able. So far, Tlingit & Haida 
has awarded 28 start-up 
grants, six of which were to 
businesses located in Alaska.

“There isn’t a single per-
son who was not impacted by 
the pandemic,” said Chalyee 
Éesh Richard Peterson, pres-
ident of the Central Council. 
“Tlingit & Haida has many 
citizens who are business 
owners and are still feeling 
the impacts of the pandem-
ic. Tlingit & Haida is grateful 

to have the resources to help 
provide some relief to our 
small business owners.”

Central Council has re-
ceived responses from many 
award recipients, reporting 
the funds have helped, espe-
cially with the rising cost of 
fuel and groceries. Two com-
mercial fishing businesses in 
Wrangell wrote in, stating the 
grants helped offset bills and 
other expenses, the council 
reported.

In 2021, $2.5 million in 
grants were awarded through 
the program in Southeast, 
which is funded through the 
American Rescue Plan Act. 
About $2.3 million has been 
awarded so far in 2022.

Grants applications can be 
found at ccthita-nsn.gov.  

Tlingit & Haida offers small business relief and start-up grants to tribal citizens



By Caroleine James
Sentinel reporter

Since 2018, an ongoing in-
sect outbreak has been killing 
the foliage of hemlock and Sti-
ka spruce in the Tongass. The 
Wrangell area is among the 
most affected.

Though residents have ex-
pressed concern at the island’s 
gray and red-spotted hillsides, 
state entomologist Elizabeth 
Graham shared reassuring news 
with the Wrangell and Peters-
burg communities at an online 
forum last Wednesday. The 
hemlock sawfly and western 
blackheaded budworm popu-
lations have likely reached their 
peak, and though the outbreak is 
widespread, many affected trees 
have a good chance at recovery 
as insect populations abate.

When people see stands of 
red and pink trees, Graham 
explained, “people’s first 
thought is ‘these trees must be 
dead.’” But color changes like 
these are not necessarily fatal. 
Since sawflies and budworms 
feed on trees’ needles rather 
than their trunks, many affect-
ed trees can survive, as long as 
they retain enough needles to 
continue photosynthesizing. 

“As long as they hold on to 
some of that foliage, they have 
a chance to recover,” said Gra-
ham. “It’s a little less ominous 
than some other types of insect 
outbreak.” She referred to the 
outbreak sweeping Southeast 
as a “defoliation event,” since 
the insects are killing foliage. 

Though the current outbreak 
is severe, it is not unprecedent-
ed — the Tongass has recov-
ered from worse. Similar out-
breaks occurred in the 1920s, 
1950s, 1970s and 1990s. Tree 
rings and historical accounts 
indicate that the 1950s defolia-
tion event may have been the 
severest in recent history. 

In a 1958 report, entomol-
ogist W.F. McCambridge re-
corded blackheaded budworm 
damage impacting “nearly ev-
ery forested acre in Southeast.” 
The massive insect population 

even affected the visibility of 
pilots flying over the Tongass. 
After their pupal phases, saw-
flies and budworms transform 
into flying insects.   

The most recent defoliation 
event began in 2018 on Ad-
miralty Island and by 2022, 
81,000 acres in the Petersburg 
area and 124,000 acres in the 
Wrangell area were affected. 

Both areas have a light to mod-
erate tree mortality rate. Across 
Southeast, 73,000 acres of tree 
mortality have been recorded— 
19 of those acres are in the Pe-
tersburg area and 9,000 of those 
acres are in the Wrangell area.

 Graham suspects that the 
defoliation event is nearing 
its natural conclusion. When 
sawfly and budworm popula-
tions become dense, parasites 

and diseases can spread easily 
from insect to insect. The cur-
rent insect population levels 
aren’t going to be sustainable 
and she has already noted a 
decrease in moth numbers. 

“It’s not to say that this is over,” 
Graham said, “but we think that 
it has reached its point.” 

Deputy Regional Forester 
Chad VanOrmer hoped the pre-
sentation would address “con-
cerns expressed in the commu-
nity around what they’ve been 
witnessing … this summer” 
and assured area residents that 
the Forest Service would “con-
tinue to monitor this activity 
(and) collect the data.”

To aid in data collection, 
he encouraged residents to 
download iNaturalist, a cit-
izen science app that biolo-

gists, outdoor enthusiasts and 
community members use to 
share their observations about 
plant and animal life. If for-
est visitors notice insects or 
insect damage, they can take 

a picture and upload it to the 
app. “People can really help 
us improve our monitoring of 
the forest and be our eyes on 
the ground,” Graham said in a 
Forest Service press release. 
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Sentinel Sports
By Marc Lutz

Sentinel editor
The Wrangell High School wrestlers 

traveled last weekend to compete in the 
Sitka Slam, with many team members 
placing high and turning in fast pin 
times.

Although team scores weren’t kept at 
the tournament, the number of pins were 
tracked, with the Wolves turning in the 
second-highest number at 48 pins. Mt. 
Edgecumbe had the most with 52. 

Randy Churchill led the Wrangell 

team, winning first place in his weight 
class and placing third overall in the 
competition with five pins. Ethan Blatch-
ley and Vanessa Barnes also won first 
place in their weight classes. 

Aiden Clark of Mt. Edgecumbe and 
Angus Olsen of Petersburg placed first 
and second, respectively, overall in the 
competition.

Della Churchill and Boomchain 
Loucks both won second place in their 
weight classes, while Cody Barnes and 
Clara Waddington won third place. 
Della Churchill came in fourth overall 

behind Randy Churchill. Lucas Schnei-
der and Ian Nelson won fourth place 
in their weight classes, Jackson Pow-
ers took fifth place, Abree Powers won 
sixth place, Devlyn Campbell landed in 
seventh place and Trevyn Gillen won 
eighth place.

“The wrestlers are looking a lot better 
than last week’s first meet already,” said 
head coach Jack Carney. “They’re getting 
into the swing of the season and their 
moves are coming more readily.”

Carney said he’s happy with the prog-
ress of the wrestlers in such a short time. 

“The team captains, Randy Churchill, 
Ethan Blatchley and Steven Bales, are 
doing an excellent job leading the team.”

Assistant coach Rolland Wimberley 
and team volunteer Harry Churchill 
have helped improve the team’s tech-
niques, Carney said.

Carney said the next competition for 
the squad is this weekend in Anchorage 
at the Anchorage Christian School tour-
nament. “It’s the biggest small school 
tourney in the state and great for seeing 
how we match up statewide,” he said. 

Wrestlers slam competition in Sitka over weekend

By Marc Lutz
Sentinel editor

The Wrangell High School swim team returned from Ju-
neau last weekend with plenty of personal bests and one 
regional champion heading to state.

Junior Jack Roberts won the regional championship in 
the 100-yard freestyle and will be heading to the state com-
petition in Anchorage this weekend. He also won third 
place in the individual medley. Each heat was a personal 
best for the athlete.

“Jack had phenomenal races this weekend,” said 
head coach Jamie Roberts. “He dropped almost seven 
seconds off his 200-yard individual medley, which is a 
lot of time for that race. … He’s the first regional cham-
pion since I have been coaching.”

Coach Roberts emphasized the difficulty of reaching 
state in swimming, with only 16 swimmers per event 

earning the opportunity to compete at state. “That (re-
gionals) takes up four of the 16 spots,” she said. “The re-
maining 12 spots go to the next 12 fastest swimmers from 
the entire state based on their time they swam in finals at 
the regional championships.”

Out of 11 races Wrangell swimmers competed in, 
eight personal bests were achieved and the relay team 
comprised of Max Lloyd, Jack Roberts, Carter Hammer 
and Nate Rooney had two bests.

“All their efforts in practice really came together this 
weekend,” Jamie Roberts said. “The relay team had 
their best swims of the season. Alisha (Armstrong) 
achieved her goal of dropping below 31 seconds in the 
50-yard freestyle.”

Results
Alisha Armstrong: 50-yard freestyle, 30.98 (personal 

best) – 14th place; 100-yard backstroke, 1:21.33 (person-

al best) – 11th place
Carter Hammer: 50-yard freestyle, 34.06 (prelims) – 

16th place
Jack Roberts: 100-yard freestyle, 49.97 (prelims, per-

sonal best), 49.33 (finals, personal best) – regional cham-
pion first place; 200-yard individual medley, 2:06.78 
(prelims, personal best); 2:03.66 (finals, personal best) 
- third place

Max Lloyd: 50-yard freestyle, 27.23 (prelims, personal 
best); 27.42 (finals) – seventh place

Nate Rooney: 50-yard freestyle, 27.60 (prelims); 27.63 
(finals) – eighth place; 500-yard freestyle, 6:28.52 (per-
sonal best) – ninth place

Men’s 200-yard medley relay, (Lloyd, Roberts, Ham-
mer, Rooney) 2:08.78 (team best)

Men’s 200-yard freestyle relay, (Roberts, Lloyd, Ham-
mer, Rooney) 1:49.33 (team best)

Jack Roberts wins regional swim championship, earns spot at state

Forest insect outbreak likely to abate in coming years, says state entomologist

Hemlock sawfly 
larvae feed on the 
needles of west-
ern hemlock.

PHOTO COURTESY 
OF ELIZABETH 
GRAHAM OF THE 
USDA FOREST 
SERVICE



By Clarise Larson
Juneau Empire

Dozens of hands small and 
large held a firm grip on the 
30-foot-long dugout canoe they 
pushed down Angoon’s Front 
Street despite their shoes slip-
ping on the rain-soaked road.

Neither the potholes on the road 
nor the rain on Oct. 26 seemed to 
discourage the more than 50 Cha-
tham School District students and 
Angoon residents from pushing 
what was the first dugout canoe 
made in Angoon since the U.S. 
Navy bombardment 140 years 
ago. The 1882 bombardment de-
stroyed all but one of its fleet of 
dugout canoes and burned the vil-
lage of Angoon.

When the U.S. Navy opened 
fire on and burned the village 
of Angoon, it resulted in the 
death of at least six children and 
“countless” more due to its im-
pact during the winter which 
left the people of Angoon nearly 
starved to death, according to 
Sealaska Heritage Institute.

The bombardment was in 
response to a deadly confron-
tation by village members with 
a private whaling and trading 
company, according to the Na-

vy’s Naval History and Heritage 
Command. The confrontation 
between the company and the 
Alaska Natives came after bombs 
used in whaling accidentally ex-
ploded and killed an Alaska Na-
tive crew member from Angoon.

In response, the village of An-
goon demanded 200 blankets 
from the private company as 
payment for the death, along 
with “seizing the whaling-boats 
with their equipment, and hold-
ing two of the white men pris-
oners until the amount should 
be paid,” explained a letter from 
the Navy ship Corwin’s com-
mander, M.A. Healy.

But, instead of payment, the pri-
vate company reached out to the 
U.S Navy, which then dispatched 
ships with marines to Angoon. 
According to the letters, the hos-
tages were immediately released 
when the ships arrived but as 
“punishment” U.S. Navy Captain 
E.C. Merriman “demanded twice 
the number of blankets demanded 
by the Indians, and threatened, in 
case of refusal, to destroy their ca-
noes and villages.”

It was more than the village 
could provide, and 40 canoes 
were destroyed, leaving all but 
one that was away at the time 

and only five houses survived 
the burning.

“Once again, Angoon has a 
dugout — It took 140 years to 
bring it back — this is the begin-
ning of your survival, your danc-
es, your culture.” said Tlingit 
master carver Wayne Price, who 
spent more than a year with the 

students creating the canoe from 
a red cedar log shipped from the 
Prince of Wales Island.

“It’s bittersweet,” Chenara 
Kookesh-Johnson, Tlingit lan-
guage teacher for Chatham 
School District and Goldbelt 
Heritage Foundation.

The U.S. Navy has never for-

mally apologized to Angoon 
for its actions nearly a centu-
ry and a half ago, something 
Kookesh-Johnson said she 
thinks the community deserves 
and would allow residents to 
fully heal. She said watching 
Price work with the students as 
they carved the canoe over the 
past year made her realize the 
amount of trauma that still latch-
es on to even the youngest of 
Angoon residents who might not 
even fully understand the gravi-
ty behind the village’s history.

“I think it’s brought healing to 
the kids,” she said. “You never 
think about them needing that 
healing because they’re so young, 
but watching them throughout 
this whole process definitely gave 
them that healing we didn’t even 
realize was needed.”

She said commemorating 
the day is important because 
it ensures that each generation 
of the Angoon can know and 
remember who they are and 
where they come from even if 
that means looking back on the 
trauma of the past.

“We are still here, we are still 
thriving given the traumatic 
events that we’ve been through 
— want them to know that they 
do belong here, and this is their 
home and we’re going to do this 
even after an apology comes,” she 
said. “We can’t keep mourning, 
we can’t keep being sad, we have 
to take what life gives us and 
make the best of it — and I think 
that’s what we’re doing today.”

Inside the school’s gym, people 
sat at white tables with turned 
heads as the Chatham students 
young and old gathered at the 
front of the gym to sing and 
dance in remembrance of the day.

Dressed in traditional regalia, 
many students were also hold-
ing paper art made to represent 
the blankets the village couldn’t 
give to the Navy to stop them 
from destroying the village.

Steps toward a formal apolo-
gy seemed to be coming to An-
goon when Air Force Lt. Gen. 
Tom Bussiere, Commander of 
Alaskan Command visited the 
town in February 2020.

Meeting with Native lead-
ers, they discussed U.S. mili-
tary violence in Southeast and 
the legacy that comes with it. 
Kookesh-Johnson said it is a 
shared experience across other 
Southeast communities. In 1869, 
the U.S. military also fired on 
Wrangell and Kake, according to 
the Sealaska Heritage Institute.

But, more than two years af-
ter Bussiere’s visit, the commu-
nity of Angoon remains emp-
ty-handed with no apology.

The U.S. Navy did not return 
a message seeking comment.

“Our goal was to have a canoe 
in Angoon — and now we have 
it,” said Frank Jack III, an Angoon 
resident who was the emcee of 
the commemoration ceremony.

Kookesh-Johnson said now 
that the canoe has been handed 
over to the school, the students 
will decide what its name will be 
and announce it in April when 
the canoe will be launched into 
the water for the first time. She 
said the school is working with 
other Southeast communities 
and would like to invite other 
dugout canoes to join the waters 
on the day of the launch.
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Angoon celebrates first new dugout canoe since naval bombardment in 1882

PHOTO BY CLARISE LARSON/JUNEAU EMPIRE
Children sit in a dugout canoe in Angoon on Oct. 26. The dugout 
was dedicated to mark the 140th anniversary of the bombardment 
of the community. In 1882, the U.S. Navy opened fire on Angoon, 
burning the village and destroying all but one in its fleet of canoes. 
The new dugout was carved by Tlingit master carver Wayne Price 
and students in the Chatham School District.



By Becky Bohrer
Associated Press

Backers of a proposed cop-
per and gold mine in Southwest 
Alaska “tried to trick regulators 
by pretending to pursue a small-
er project with the intention of 
expanding” after the project was 
approved, a report released Oct. 
28 by a U.S. House panel said.

The report makes several 
recommendations, including 
environmental review process 
changes to ensure a more inclu-
sive review “of cumulative im-
pacts of projects.”

Mike Heatwole, a spokesper-
son for the Pebble Limited Part-
nership, which is seeking to de-
velop the Pebble Mine, said the 
company has not had time to 
fully review the report. But “to 
the extent the report contains 
any suggestion that we tried to 
mislead regulators in any way, 

it is categorically wrong and 
misinformed of the realities of 
the Pebble permitting process,” 
he said in a statement.

The proposed mine is in 
Alaska’s Bristol Bay region. 
The U.S. Environmental Protec-
tion Agency has said the region 
supports the largest sockeye 
salmon fishery in the world 
and that it also contains signifi-
cant mineral resources.

The debate over the proj-
ect has gone on for years and 
spanned several presidential 
administrations.

The report, from Democratic 
Reps. Peter DeFazio of Oregon 
and Grace Napolitano of Cali-
fornia, said that at the same time 
a now-former top official with 
the Pebble partnership told a 
subcommittee there were “no 
current plans” for expansion of 
the proposed mine, the Pebble 

partnership was seeking to de-
velop an expanded project “and 
touting that larger vision in 
pitches to potential investors.”

The same week in 2019 that 
Tom Collier, then the Pebble 
partnership CEO, testified be-
fore the subcommittee, he and 
other project leaders “pitched a 
much longer-term Pebble Mine 
to investors,” the report said.

The report cited a similar 
presentation by Pebble leaders 
dated months earlier and said 
the slide deck presentation was 
also being shown to investors 
in early 2020.

Collier resigned in Septem-
ber 2020.

The U.S. Army Corps of Engi-
neers in late 2020 rejected a key 
permit authorization for the proj-
ect. That decision was appealed 
by the Pebble partnership, which 
is owned by Canada-based 
Northern Dynasty Minerals. The 
appeal has yet to be decided.

Meanwhile, the EPA is weigh-
ing whether to proceed with 
proposed restrictions that would 
block mining plans. Pebble has 
called the EPA’s actions prema-
ture. But mine opponents have 
urged the agency to act to stop 

large-scale mining in the region.
The report, written by Demo-

cratic staff, as part of its recom-
mendations urges updates to 
project review processes. It recom-
mends the Army Corps’ permit 
application form be updated “to 
include questions about the envi-
sioned full scope of a project and 
any anticipated additional permit-
ting.” It said agencies should take 
into account such things as eco-
nomic feasibility analyses.

The report also says Congress 
should explore legislative ac-
tions to provide protections for 
the Bristol Bay watershed.
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By James Brooks
Alaska Beacon

Gov. Mike Dunleavy has re-
quested a federal disaster decla-
ration and U.S. Rep. Mary Peltola 
has requested $250 million in re-
lief funding after the failure of this 
year’s Bering Sea snow crab and 
Bristol Bay red king crab fisheries.

Last week, Peltola asked Speak-
er of the House Nancy Pelosi and 
the chair of the House Appropri-
ations Committee to include relief 
funding for crab fishermen and 
the crabbing industry in Congress’ 
year-end appropriation bill.

Disaster relief funding could 
be available if Secretary of Com-
merce Gina Raimondo declares 
a fisheries disaster. A day after 
Peltola’s request, Dunleavy for-
mally requested that Raimondo 
declare a disaster.

A spokesperson for Dunleavy’s 
office said the timing of the two 
requests was not coordinated.

The Alaska Department of 
Fish and Game  canceled the 
crab fisheries earlier this month, 
citing the low numbers of crab 
available to catch. This is the 
second year in a row without 
a fall Bristol Bay red king crab 
harvest, and it is the first winter 

without a snow crab harvest.
Dunleavy’s letter estimates 

the total lost fisheries revenue 
will be more than $287 million, 
and Peltola’s letter said the eco-
nomic effects will be spread 
throughout western Alaska.

“Disaster funding is certainly 
not a long-term alternative to a 
productive fishery and sustain-
able harvest, but it is a crucial way 
to support people, communities 
and their jobs while we simulta-
neously support rebuilding the 
crab stocks,” her letter said. 

Fishery disaster declarations 
have become increasingly com-
mon as climate change affects 
fisheries here.  In January, Rai-
mondo issued eight disaster 
declarations covering Alaska 
fisheries between 2018 and 2021. 

Before last week’s request, 
Dunleavy had already asked 
for  five fishery disaster decla-
rations this year, according to a 
tally kept by the National Ma-
rine Fisheries Service. All five 
are still pending approval.

The Alaska Beacon is an indepen-
dent, donor-funded news organiza-
tion. Alaskabeacon.com.

Governor, Peltola request 
federal disaster money     
to aid Bering Sea crabbers

Report accuses Pebble mine boss of misleading U.S. House panel

By James Brooks
Alaska Beacon

Alaska’s minimum wage will 
rise 51 cents, to $10.85 per hour, 
starting next year.

The adjustment, announced 
last month by the Alaska De-
partment of Labor, is intended 
to compensate for a 5% rise in 
the cost of living in Anchorage. 
Alaska law requires the mini-
mum wage to be adjusted each 
year for inflation.

Despite the increase, the min-
imum wage remains well below 
a widely used measure of a liv-
ing wage in Alaska.

In Anchorage, the median 
apartment rental cost is $1,339 
per month, according to a survey 
conducted this year by the Alas-
ka Housing Finance Corp. and 
the Department of Labor. That 
figure includes rent and utilities 
and rose 14% from last year.

Taking into account tax 
withholding, someone earning 
minimum wage would have 
to work 35 hours per week in a 
four-week month to cover the 
cost of housing.

Altogether, estimates indi-
cate someone earning minimum 
wage would have to work 71 
hours per week to meet their 
basic needs of housing, food, 
transportation and other neces-
sities in Anchorage.

A living wage is defined as the 
minimum amount needed to pay 
for basic needs while working a 
standard 40-hour workweek. In 
all of Alaska’s cities and boroughs, 
the minimum wage is significant-
ly below the living wage amount.

In the Matanuska-Susitna 
Borough, someone would have 
to work 69 hours per week at 
minimum wage to meet ba-
sic needs. In Fairbanks, it’s 75 
hours. In Juneau, it’s 74 hours.

Based on current estimat-
ed costs, the minimum wage 
would need to be above $18.08 
per hour in order to be a living 
wage in Anchorage. Amid tight 
labor market conditions, many 
employers are advertising start-
ing wages of $15 an hour, or 
even more, though some are still 
around $12 an hour.

Alaska’s minimum wage will 
inch up to $10.85 next year 



Alaska Beacon
Republican governor candi-

date Charlie Pierce confirmed 

on Oct. 26 that he will continue 
his campaign despite  a law-
suit  accusing him of sexually 

harassing a Kenai Peninsula 
Borough employee while he 
served as borough mayor.

“We’re in this race to the very 
end,” he said during a broadcast 
of KSRM-AM radio’s “Sound 
Off” program. Pierce, at 6.6% of 
the vote in the August prima-
ry, is far behind the other three 
candidates in the Nov. 8 general 
election for governor.

“I think the honorable thing 
to do is finish what you start, 
and that’s what I plan to do,” 
Pierce said.

Pierce told Soldotna radio sta-
tion KDLL-FM a day earlier that 
he intended to remain in the 
race and used the Oct. 26 broad-
cast to expand on his reasons.

On Oct. 25, Pierce’s lieutenant 
governor candidate, Edie Grun-
wald, said she would  suspend 
her campaign. “I feel strongly 
about supporting and advocating 
the respectful treatment of wom-
en in the workforce,” she said.

The Kenai Peninsula Borough 
has already paid  more than 

$260,000  to settle two work-
place complaints against Pierce. 
During the KSRM broadcast and 
in a separate radio interview on 
Oct. 26, he did not discuss the 
details of the latest complaint 
against him.

An official at the Alaska Divi-
sion of Elections said Pierce will 
not be able to replace Grunwald 
before the election is certified. If 
Pierce wins and Grunwald refus-
es to serve as his lieutenant gov-
ernor, state law allows Pierce to 
select a replacement at that time.

Pierce said campaign sup-
porters continue to make calls to 
solicit votes and he will contin-
ue to attend campaign events, 
though he has attended a lot 
fewer events than any of the 
other candidates in the race.

The Alaska Beacon is an indepen-
dent, donor-funded news organiza-
tion. Alaskabeacon.com.
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By Caroleine James
Sentinel reporter

Nick Begich, who is running against fellow Repub-
lican Sarah Palin and Democratic incumbent Mary 
Peltola for Alaska’s single U.S. House seat, will be in 
Wrangell on Friday. He is the only one of the three lead-
ing candidates to schedule a visit to the community.

His conservative platform includes deregulating 
Alaska minerals development and bolstering the 
state’s role in supplying resources to the nation. 

Peltola won the House seat in August to fill out the 
unexpired term of the late Rep. Don Young until Jan-
uary. The Nov. 8 general election will select a winner 
for a full two-year term.

Begich came in third to Peltola and Palin in the Au-
gust special election.

Both Palin and Begich had been called on to drop 
out of the Nov. 8 election and rally conservative vot-
ers around a single Republican candidate. But the 
deadline to withdraw passed long ago, and the two 
Republicans have been attacking each other on the 
campaign trail while criticizing the fact that a Demo-
crat represents Alaska in Congress.

Begich, in a phone interview on Oct. 28, said he 
is optimistic about his ability to beat both of his 
high-profile opponents — Palin is a household name 

from her time as governor of Alaska, vice presidential 
candidate and social media personality, and Peltola, 
who has received significant recognition as the first 
Alaska Native in Congress. 

“We have a really strong case for winning this 
race,” said Begich, citing Palin’s “severe unpopular-
ity” among Alaskans. According to a July 2022 poll, 
60% of Alaska voters have a negative view of Palin. 

Begich does not support the recent bipartisan feder-
al infrastructure law which will send $1.6 billion to ru-
ral ferry systems, much of which will come to Alaska. 
Begich criticized the bill for insufficient investment in 
“hard infrastructure” like railways and ports. 

Though he opposes “profligate” spending in D.C., 
he supports federal investment in the Alaska Marine 
Highway System.

“We must make sure that the ferry system is well 
funded,” he said. “It is a highway. This is actually 
the way people move in and out of Southeast Alas-
ka. … To me, it’s as important as the Glenn High-
way or the Seward Highway.”

Begich believes that the federal government should 
be “very active” in transboundary river advocacy. 
Salmon stocks in rivers on the U.S.-Canadian border 
have been crashing in recent years, with salmon sup-
porters blaming past and present Canadian mining 
activity for harming water quality. Though Begich is 

pro-mining, he would seek to hold Canadian mining 
interests to higher environmental standards. 

“We need to make sure that we’re asserting our rights 
given that these waters flow into our rivers, streams 
and oceans,” he said, and plans to “(make) sure that any 
emissions coming off of tailing facilities meet the same 
standards they would meet in the United States.”

Begich also advocates “focusing education on the stu-
dent” to improve Alaska’s poorly ranked school system. 
He supports funding education through federal block 
grants, which typically involve less federal oversight 
than other grant types and contain fewer provisions to 
guide how state governments allocate the money. 

“The state has the discretion to use that as the state 
sees fit,” he said. “Local control is important.”

He also advocates voucher funding, which allows 
parents to choose the school that their child attends. 
Critics of voucher funding point out that such pro-
grams divert money from public schools to private 
and religious institutions, which may already have 
alternative funding sources.  

During his upcoming visit to Wrangell, Begich plans to 
go door knocking, do a KSTK interview, and meet with 
community members at the Elks Lodge. Based on his 
previous visit to the community, he described Wrangell 
as “probably the most conservative town in Alaska.” 

U.S. House candidate Begich coming to Wrangell on Friday

By Sean Maguire
Anchorage Daily News

With Election Day less than a week away, 
the leading group encouraging Alaskans 
to vote no on a constitutional convention 
has raised much more money than its op-
ponents after attracting a broad bipartisan 
group of supporters and a growing list of 
influential organizations backing its cause.

Dwarfed in spending, the leading yes 
group is fighting on two fronts: In secu-
lar public forums, supporters are staying 
focused on a convention as a way to re-
solve Permanent Fund dividend debates. 
Meanwhile, some of the same conservative 
supporters are also campaigning for a con-
vention on social issues, such as ending or 
restricting abortion access and eliminating 
barriers for private and religious school 
funding. Those arguments are being made 
in forums such as churches, like the Anchor-
age Baptist Temple.

The once-in-a-decade-vote has been 
soundly defeated for the past 50 years. 
Based on polling, it’s expected to be much 
closer this year, due largely to long-simmer-
ing frustrations over the dividend.

Matt Shuckerow, spokesman for the lead-
ing no group, Defend Our Constitution, 
said organizers are not taking the election 
for granted. It has worked to tell voters that 
a convention would be opening “Pandora’s 
box” by putting the entire constitution on 

the table, and that it can already be changed 
through the amendment process, he said.

Defend Our Constitution spent almost 
$400,000 on a media buy at the end of Sep-
tember on radio and television advertise-
ments. “It’s just too risky,” the campaign 
said, focusing on potential changes to hunt-
ing, fishing and privacy rights in Alaska.

The United Fishermen of Alaska recent-
ly announced it is against a convention. 
The state’s largest commercial fishing trade 
association had concerns that the constitu-
tion’s provisions for fisheries management 
could be eliminated.

The Alaska Federation of Natives passed 
a resolution Oct. 23 opposed to a conven-
tion, saying that rural Alaska had the most 
to lose. 

The vast majority of the no group’s fund-
ing has come from Outside organizations, 
like the Sixteen Thirty Fund, which has been 
described as a left-wing dark money group.

Overall spending on the campaigns has 
been notably sparse compared to ballot 
initiatives in prior election cycles. And the 
convention debate has been somewhat 
drowned out, partly by the millions of dol-
lars being spent on other high-profile state 
races in Alaska this year.

Jim Minnery, a member of the steering 
committee for Convention Yes, said the 
leading yes group remains “cautiously 
optimistic” despite being far outmatched 

in funding. Minnery has attacked the no 
group for its Outside funding.

Former Alaska Lt. Gov. Craig Camp-
bell, chair of Convention Yes, spoke at a 
Resource Development Council forum last 
month. He focused his time on the dividend 
and stressed that voters would need to rati-
fy any changes to the constitution proposed 
by a convention.

Prominent convention supporters have 
said the dividend should be part of a consti-
tutional fiscal plan, which includes a spend-
ing cap.

Opponents have said any PFD plan could 
be coupled with less popular amendments 
by delegates, who the constitution states 
would have unlimited power to draft pro-
posed changes.

Campbell was rebuked when he said 
the Alaska Miners Association supported 
a constitutional amendment to eliminate 
management of resources by ballot initia-
tive.

Lorali Simon, an executive at the associa-
tion, stood up at the Resource Development 
Council event and said its members had 
voted to oppose a convention. The miners 
had concerns Outside special interests could 
hijack the process and that it could risk ac-
cess to fisheries, navigable waters, mineral 
and water rights, their statement said.

Convention Yes is staying focused on the 
broadly popular proposition of resolving 

the dividend fight. As president of the Alas-
ka Family Council, Minnery attended an 
Oct. 27 event at the Anchorage Baptist Tem-
ple, arguing that it would be “unbiblical” to 
fear a convention.

The conservative Alaska Independence 
Party has long been the only significant 
party to have endorsed a convention. It has 
proposed a constitution that would see the 
document itself and state law subservient to 
God’s law.

No current sitting Democrats or indepen-
dents have come out in support of a conven-
tion, but several conservative Republican 
legislators have. Abortion access has been a 
key issue for some.

Defend Our Constitution has supported 
the state constitution’s privacy clause, but it 
has not explicitly campaigned on abortion 
as its broad group of bipartisan members 
have divergent views on the procedure.

Republican Gov. Mike Dunleavy indi-
cated earlier in the month that he will per-
sonally vote “yes” for a convention, while 
not actively campaigning for one, saying 
the decision should be left to Alaskans. 
Convention Yes immediately latched onto 
Dunleavy’s personal support as part of its 
campaign on social media.

Former independent Gov. Bill Walker 
and former democratic state legislator Les 
Gara, have been firmly against a convention 
to rewrite the constitution.

Constitutional convention supporters say it’s about dividend and abortion

Charlie Pierce will stay in race for governor, despite sexual harassment lawsuit



By James Brooks
Alaska Beacon

In the final debate of Alaska’s 
U.S. Senate election, incumbent 
Republican Sen. Lisa Murkowski 
and her principal challenger, Re-
publican Kelly Tshibaka, argued 
about contentious issues includ-
ing abortion and gun control, but 
their biggest difference was one 
of strategy and bipartisanship.

During a fast-moving hour Oct. 
27, Tshibaka criticized Murkows-
ki for working with Democrats 
and the administration of Presi-
dent Joe Biden during her latest 
term in Congress, while Mur-
kowski defended her choices and 
said they allowed her to deliver 
results on Alaska priorities, in-
cluding infrastructure spending. 
Tshibaka would be unable to do 
the same, Murkowski argued.

“This Senate race is really about 
who can best deliver for Alaska, 
and the record is out there in 
terms of what I have done for 
Alaska every single day. Every 
single day,” Murkowski said.

Democratic candidate Pat Ches-
bro, trailing the two Republicans 
in opinion polls and fundraising, 
answered questions calmly but 
was somewhat of an afterthought 
as the two Republicans directed 
questions at each other. 

A fourth candidate, Republi-
can Buzz Kelley, is on the ballot 
but has suspended his campaign 
and has endorsed Tshibaka. He 
did not participate in the debate.

Appointed to the Senate by 
her father, then-Gov. Frank 
Murkowski, in 2002, Murkow-
ski earned a reputation for 
pragmatism in her latest term, 
working with Democrats and 
moderate Republicans to write 
a $1.2 trillion infrastructure bill 
that includes billions of dollars 
in Alaska-related provisions.

All three members of Alaska’s 
congressional delegation voted 
for the bill. 

“Anybody who says they 
wouldn’t vote for that bill is not 
from the state of Alaska, unless 
you like these potholes around 
here,” then-Congressman Don 
Young said in a speech three 

weeks before his death earlier 
this year.

During this year’s campaign 
and at last week’s debate, Tshiba-
ka criticized Murkowski’s role in 
drafting and supporting the bill.

“Alaskans are paying for in-
flation from the infrastructure 
bill,” Tshibaka said. 

Tshibaka also has repeatedly 
criticized Murkowski for vot-
ing in committee to support the 
nomination of Interior Secretary 
Deb Haaland, the first Native 
American in the role, and she did 
so again in the televised debate.

“One of the chief things we’ve 
got to pick up in this next session 
is clearing away these regulatory 
hurdles that the Biden adminis-
tration — through the nominees 
that you confirmed — have set 
up to block our access to infra-
structure,” Tshibaka said.

Haaland’s nomination would 
have advanced without Murkow-
ski’s “yes” vote, and Murkows-
ki noted that millions of dollars 
have already come to the state, 
including $30 million announced 
that day for Tanana Chiefs Con-
ference to install high-speed inter-
net in parts of rural Alaska.

“It is funding that is coming out 
to the communities literally as we 
speak today,” Murkowski said.

Chesbro said she supports in-

frastructure funding and thanked 
Murkowski for her role in help-
ing the bill go through Congress.

In a series of questions fo-
cused on social issues, Tshiba-
ka and Murkowski differed on 
abortion access and the rights of 
LGBTQ Alaskans.

Murkowski supports putting 
abortion rights in federal law and 
has proposed legislation to do so, 
while Tshibaka labels herself “pro 
life” and said she supports a fed-
eral law that would ban abortion 
under some circumstances.

She said she supports propos-
als to allow birth control without 
a prescription and through the 
mail. Tshibaka opposes medi-
cations that cause abortions. She 
includes the “morning-after” 
pill, which most medical groups 

have said work as emergency 
contraceptives.

Asked about the treatment 
of LGBTQ youth in Alaska, 
Tshibaka said she wants to “en-
sure the dignity and safety and 
rights of all Alaskans. And we 
need to do that without jeop-
ardizing and undermining the 
dignity and safety and rights of 
other Alaskans. So, for example, 
I would protect the rights of 
women to compete against bio-
logical women in their sports.” 

She said she might support seg-
regated sports teams for transgen-
der men and transgender women.

That is a position that sup-
porters of transgender rights 
say is discriminatory.

“There should be no discrim-
ination against anyone at any 
time,” Murkowski said. “That is 
bullying and villainizing young 
people at a time in their lives 
when that is highly destructive, 
when people like Kelly Tshiba-
ka preach conversion therapy.”

Murkowski’s comment re-
ferred to an article Tshibaka 
wrote in 2001, while a college 
student, in which she said, “un-
like race or gender, homosexu-
ality is a choice.”

Tshibaka has since said she no 
longer holds that view.

Chesbro said she recently at-
tended the funeral for her son-in-
law, a transgender man, and said 
“one of the things that we had 
at his memorial service was the 
group of people who had obvi-
ously been … marginalized, bul-
lied throughout their entire lives. 
You couldn’t have asked for a 
better group of people. I would 

support the LGBTQ group forev-
er as a principle,” she said.

Murkowski and Tshiba-
ka also differed on a question 
about whether former President 
Donald Trump should testify in 
front of the committee investi-
gating the Jan. 6, 2021, insurrec-
tion at the U.S. Capitol after that 
committee issued a subpoena.

Murkowski, who voted to 
convict Trump in the post-in-
surrection impeachment trial, 
said Trump should testify under 
oath but she doubts he will.

Chesbro also said she believes 
Trump should testify. 

Tshibaka did not answer the 
question, saying instead that 
“the legality of this subpoena is 
being adjudicated in the court 
system now, and that’s the prop-
er place for it to be determined.”

She added that she hasn’t 
heard about the Jan. 6 commit-
tee when she talks to voters.

Nineteen candidates compet-
ed in Alaska’s Aug. 16 primary 
for U.S. Senate. Under Alaska’s 
new voting system — installed 
by a 2020 ballot measure — four 
candidates advance from the 
primary to the general election, 
where a winner will be chosen 
by ranked-choice voting.

The four finalists this year 
were Murkowski (45% of all 
votes), Tshibaka (38.6%), Ches-
bro (6.8%) and Republican Buzz 
Kelley (2.1%).

Soon after the results were an-
nounced, Kelley — who raised 
no money and was a surprise 
top-four finisher — said he 
would suspend his campaign 
and endorse Tshibaka.
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Anchorage Daily News
Republican lieutenant governor 

candidate Edie Grunwald is with-
drawing from the Nov. 8 election 
after her running mate, former 
Kenai Peninsula Borough Mayor 
Charlie Pierce, was sued over al-
legations  he sexually harassed a 
former borough employee.

Grunwald encouraged Alas-
kans to vote for fellow Repub-
lican Gov. Mike Dunleavy. She 
said “recent circumstances” sur-
rounding Pierce had led her to 
make the decision to step aside.

“I support and advocate 
for the respectful treatment of 
women in politics, the work-
place and the world in general,” 
Grunwald said in  a prepared 
statement. “I believe my step-
ping down at this time is in the 

best interest of Alaskans and a 
demonstration of my support 
for all women, regardless of po-
litical affiliation.”

In an email, Grunwald said 
that her stepping aside does 
not mean that she is calling on 
Pierce to withdraw.

“Absolutely not,” she said. 
“That is his decision. He be-
lieves and pushes for liberty and 
has many accomplishments. 
This is all very unfortunate. My 
withdrawal is in no way a re-
flection of guilt or innocence. It 
was a difficult decision because 
people may think it is.”

Pierce and Grunwald will re-
main on the ballot for the Nov. 
8 election after the state’s with-
drawal deadline passed two 
months ago.

Pierce’s running mate quits, 
decides to endorse Dunleavy

Tshibaka continues attacks on Murkowski in final debate

AP PHOTO/MARK THIESSEN
U.S. Senate candidates, from left, Republican Sen. Lisa Murkows-
ki, Republican Kelly Tshibaka and Democrat Pat Chesbro were on 
stage for the election’s final debate on Oct. 27, televised statewide.



By Iris Samuels
Anchorage Daily News

Alaska’s four candidates for 
governor sparred over crime, 
education, abortion access and 
the state budget on Oct. 19 in 
the only live televised debate 
ahead of the November elec-
tion.

Independent former Gov. Bill 
Walker and Democratic former 
state legislator Les Gara devot-
ed much of their responses to 
attacking Republican incum-
bent Gov. Mike Dunleavy for 
his record. Meanwhile, Dun-
leavy and fellow Republican 
candidate Charlie Pierce, for-
mer mayor of the Kenai Pen-
insula Borough, appeared to 
agree on most issues and urged 
their supporters to rank the 
other candidate second in the 
state’s first ranked-choice gen-
eral election.

Walker and Gara’s attacks 
centered on Dunleavy’s record 
of slashing state spending on 
services and failing to advance 
a fiscal plan to provide a de-
pendable calculation for the 
Permanent Fund dividend and 
covering the cost of running 
state programs such as educa-
tion.

The debate came a day after 
expected news broke that the 
Anchorage School District is 
considering closing six elemen-
tary schools in light of budget 
shortfalls, after the per-student 
state funding formula increased 
by only 0.5% since 2017, far be-

low the 15% rate of inflation in 
the same time frame.

Gara blamed Dunleavy for 
creating what he called “the 
worst crisis in Alaska history” 
and argued in favor of pro-
viding teachers with a pension 
program to make the state 
more competitive in attracting 
teachers. Walker said the state 
should “fully fund education 
and make it the priority that it 
used to be.”

Dunleavy met the criticism 
by pinning school districts’ 
budget shortfalls on district 
budget management.

Dunleavy painted a rosy pic-
ture of the state, saying Alaska 
crime is lower than before his 
tenure, the operating budget 
has been reduced, the dividend 
this year is one of the highest 
ever, and state debts this year 
were paid off.

Walker and Gara had a more 
grim picture in mind. While 
crime may be lower, key crime 
statistics still put Alaska as the 
most dangerous state for wom-
en; the larger dividend and 
debt payoffs this year were only 
possible thanks to temporarily 
high oil prices; and the state 
still lacks a fiscal plan to create 
long-term stability for services 
like education, they said.

Dunleavy touted the divi-
dend payments this year — 
one of the largest sums in the 
state’s history — as a victory. 
But his opponents pointed out 
that the dividend amount and 

the state savings that Dunleavy 
also touted were only possible 
due to higher oil prices largely 
driven in part by Russia’s war 
in Ukraine.

Gara promised to solve 
Alaska’s budget challenges by 
doing away with $1.2 billion 
in tax breaks to oil companies 
— a promise that has been 
fundamental to his campaign. 
Gara said by doing that, the 
state would be able to afford a 
dividend and full funding of 
schools, including indexing the 
per-student funding formula 
to match inflation, which Gara 
said is necessary.

Walker said the formula 
used to calculate the dividend 
should be changed but didn’t 
commit to a particular path, 
instead saying he would work 
with the Legislature to come 
up with an alternate calculation 
and a fiscal plan for the state.

“With a high dividend, right 
now we’ve been put on the 
express lane for high taxes in 
Alaska, and that’s what I don’t 
want,” Walker said.

Dunleavy also said he fa-
vored a new dividend formula, 
and also a constitutional spend-
ing limit that would put guard-
rails on the state’s expenses for 
public services.

Dunleavy blamed Walker for 
“breaking” the dividend for-
mula under his term as gover-
nor, referring to a 2016 decision 
by Walker to veto part of the 
dividend in order to cover the 

cost of public services in light 
of a multibillion-dollar budget 
deficit. Dunleavy, as a state 
senator, voted at the time in fa-
vor of the smaller dividend.

Asked about abortion ac-
cess, Gara said he is the “only 
pro-choice candidate” in the 
race. The question has become 
a sticking point for Gara and 
Walker as they try to court vot-
ers for whom abortion has be-
come a key issue after the U.S. 
Supreme Court this year did 
away with federal protections 
for accessing the procedure.

Gara is the only candidate in 
the race endorsed by Planned 
Parenthood. Walker, who has 
called himself “pro-life,” prom-
ised he would maintain the 
protections for abortion access 
currently guaranteed under 
Alaska’s state constitution. He 
said he would veto any legis-
lation “that comes between a 
woman and her doctor.”

Dunleavy tried to sidestep the 
issue, accusing Walker and Gara 
of “fear mongering.” But Dun-
leavy is already on the record as 
opposing abortion access. After 
the Supreme Court’s decision 
overturning federal constitution-
al protections for abortion, he 
called for a vote on an amend-
ment to the state constitution to 
remove statewide protections for 
the procedure. Ahead of the 2018 
gubernatorial election, Dunleavy 
said he opposed abortion access 
in all cases, including in cases of 
rape and incest.

Asked about Alaska’s high 
rate of violence against wom-
en, Dunleavy responded by 
saying the rate of rape had 
gone down by 6% in a single 
year, thought that is inaccu-
rate. The rate of rape has gone 
down by that percentage be-
tween 2018 and 2021, from 
1,188 to 1,115. Alaska’s rate 
of rape remains significantly 
above the national average.

While Dunleavy has touted 
his record on reducing violent 
crime in the state during his 
tenure, critics and experts on 
criminal justice have pointed 
to the Alaska’s rate of violence 
against women, which remains 
shockingly high when com-
pared to the rest of the country.

“The long term trend for 
rates of rapes, no matter how 
it’s measured in the state of 
Alaska, is that it is very much 
higher than the national aver-
age,” Troy Payne, an associate 
professor at the UAA Justice 
Center, said this month. “And 
it’s not by a little bit, it’s by a 
whole lot. Quite frequently it’s 
by a factor of two or more. So, 
that is an important part of any 
story where you’re trying to 
describe what’s going on in the 
past year or two.”

As he did on the question 
of abortion, Dunleavy tried 
to evade providing details 
on his positions on the con-
stitutional convention and 
ranked-choice voting. 

“The people put this into 
law so we have to respect 
that,” Dunleavy said on ranked 
choice voting. One of Dun-
leavy’s closest advisers, Brett 
Huber, ran the campaign op-
posing ranked-choice voting 
before it was narrowly adopted 
by voters in 2020.

“I think people should de-
cide what they want to do and 
not listen to the fear mongering 
being paid for out of Wash-
ington, D.C.,” Dunleavy said 
of the constitutional conven-
tion, referring to Outside funds 
raised by a group opposing the 
convention. Dunleavy’s com-
ment is noteworthy because 
his own campaign is boosted 
by millions in Outside funds, 
including $3 million from the 
Washington-based Republican 
Governors Association.

At a recent candidate forum 
hosted by a resource develop-
ment group, Dunleavy indi-
cated he supports holding a 
constitutional convention and 
that he opposes Alaska’s new 
ranked-choice voting laws.

Gara and Walker both said 
they support ranked choice 
voting and oppose a constitu-
tional convention.

Daily News reporter Sean Ma-
guire contributed.
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Gubernatorial candidates disagree on budget, school funding, abortion access

PHOTOS FROM THE ALASKA BEACON
Gubernatorial candidates, from left, Gov. Mike Dunleavy, former Gov. Bill Walker, former state Rep. Les Gara and former Kenai Peninsula Borough Mayor Charlie Pierce.



By Iris Samuels
Anchorage Daily News

In unprecedented move tai-
lor-made for Alaska’s new vot-
ing system, two different cam-
paigns for governor on Oct. 28 
released a joint ad urging voters 
to rank them either first or sec-
ond — regardless of the order.

It’s not a new message for 
independent candidate former 
Gov. Bill Walker and Demo-
cratic candidate former state 
Rep. Les Gara. Both Walker and 
Gara for months have indicat-
ed that they would vote for the 
other candidate second. But it’s 
the first time their campaigns 
have indicated as much in an 
ad jointly produced by the two 
campaigns.

The new ad features their can-
didates for lieutenant governor 
— Heidi Drygas, who is running 
with Walker, and Jessica Cook, 
who is running with Gara.

“We are uniting because our 
teams agree — Alaska can’t af-
ford four more years of Mike 
Dunleavy,” Drygas said. Dry-
gas and Cook cite education 
funding, the Marine Highway 
System and abortion access as 

key issues on which they agree 
— and where they diverge from 
Dunleavy, the Republican in-
cumbent.

Both tickets have emphasized 
increasing funding for educa-
tion and preserving abortion 
access. Meanwhile, Dunleavy 
has defended his record of stag-
nant K-12 education funding, 
substantial cuts to the universi-
ty system, and his support for 
changes to the state constitution 
that could remove protections 
for abortion access.

“As mothers we’re commit-
ted to fighting for our daugh-
ters,” Cook said. “Reproductive 
freedom is on the ballot,” said 
Drygas.

The ad comes as a last ditch 
effort before the Nov. 8 election. 
Polling throughout the weeks 
leading up to the election has 
shown Dunleavy in the lead.

Still, the campaigns are stick-
ing to their earlier pitches about 
why voters should choose 
Walker or Gara. Walker has 
claimed he is the only candidate 
who can feasibly unseat Dun-
leavy and work across the aisle. 
Gara has campaign on his purist 

progressive views.
Gara and Walker spent much 

of the earlier weeks of the cam-
paign bickering over issues 
on which they largely appear 
to agree. Gara and Cook have 
said that they are the only “pro-
choice” ticket in the race, a posi-
tion backed by an endorsement 
from Planned Parenthood. But 
Walker has said he would set 
his personal “pro-life” views on 
abortion aside and, if elected, 
protect the constitutional provi-
sions that currently allow for ac-
cess to the procedure in Alaska.

Abortion has become a key is-
sues for voters in light of a U.S. 
Supreme Court decision remov-
ing federal protections for the 
procedure; access to the proce-
dure remains protected under 
the Alaska state constitution.

Political consultant Jim Lotts-
feldt said the months of internal 
bickering between Walker and 
Gara on progressive hot-but-
ton issues like abortion access 
and education funding have al-
lowed Dunleavy to comfortably 
cruise through the campaign.

“Les Gara spent more time 
trying to poll better than Bill 

Walker, than make the case 
that Mike Dunleavy shouldn’t 
be re-elected. And you could 
probably say the same thing 
about Bill Walker in reverse 
to Les. Those two had to con-
tend with each other when the 
number one task is to make the 
case not to re-elect Dunleavy, 
and so they squabbled and he 
waltzed,” Lottsfeldt said.

Lottsfeldt compared the re-
lationship so far between Gara 
and Walker to that between Re-
publican U.S. House candidates 
Sarah Palin and Nick Begich, 
who for months have subtly and 
not-so-subtly attacked each oth-
er even while instructing voters 
to “rank the red” in an effort to 
beat Democrat Rep. Mary Pelto-
la.

“Those guys needed to unify, 
and basically, they’re sort of a 
little more pleasant version of 
Nick Begich and Sarah Palin,” 
said Lottsfeldt, who has contrib-
uted to Walker’s campaign.

While they have continued 
to draw attention to their dif-
ferences, Drygas said the two 
campaigns have had “a lot” of 
joint conversations about their 

strategies to overtake Dunleavy. 
The outcome of those discus-
sions, she said, has been a push 
to convince voters supporting 
both Walker and Gara to rank 
the other ticket second.

“The worst thing that could 
happen in this election is for 
somebody to not rank their bal-
lot,” Drygas said. “which really 
means to lose out on the oppor-
tunity to vote if your candidate 
is eliminated.”

The two women — rather 
than the men at the top of the 
tickets — appeared in the ad 
because “we really wanted to 
reach in particular women,” 
Drygas said. Both Drygas and 
Cook are mothers to daughters.

“We are committed to fight-
ing for our daughters,” Cook 
said.

Dunleavy, too, has turned his 
three daughters into campaign 
talking points. He mentioned 
them three different times 
during an hour-long televised 
debate when discussing his 
positions on abortion, violence 
against Alaska women, and pro-
tecting transgender and margin-
alized students.
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By James Brooks
Alaska Beacon

The cost of preschool child care is a 
growing problem in Alaska, one of 33 
states where the annual cost of day care 
exceeds the cost of college tuition.

The University of Alaska Fairbanks 
charges $9,870 per year; the latest avail-
able estimates of child care costs predate 
the COVID-19 pandemic and range be-
tween $10,000 and $14,000 per year.

In forums, debates and questionnaires, 
Alaska’s four candidates for governor 
have been asked what they would do to 
address the problem:

In the past two years of incumbent 
Republican Gov. Mike Dunleavy’s term 
of office, he supported passage of the 
Alaska Reads Act, a large-scale educa-
tion reform bill. While it doesn’t target 
child care, it does include additional 
funding and support for early education 
programs that cover children who are 4 
or 5 years old and haven’t entered kin-
dergarten. 

Support for pre-K is limited to $3 mil-
lion per year, and it’s voluntary — school 
districts don’t have to offer it.

Looking forward, Dunleavy said the 
state, the Rasmuson Foundation and a 
child care nonprofit called thread have 
joined together to develop a plan for 
achieving goals set out in a 2020 plan-
ning document.

“The health department is providing 
funding and policy team resources to this 
joint effort,” he said.

One of Dunleavy’s challengers, Demo-
cratic candidate Les Gara, has repeated-
ly criticized Dunleavy’s decision to veto 

funding for pre-kindergarten programs.
In 2019, his first full year in office, 

Dunleavy vetoed $8.8 million but sub-
sequently reversed himself on that veto 
and others, citing public opposition. 
He vetoed additional pre-kindergarten 
grants in 2020 and 2021. Those were not 
reversed. He did not veto pre-kindergar-
ten funding this year.

Independent candidate Bill Walker 
was governor from 2014 to 2018 and lost 
his re-election to Dunleavy in 2018. In the 
questionnaire, Walker said there is “no 
easy fix” for the child care problem and 
that if elected, he would create a working 
group to discuss four ideas: making pri-
vate child care workers eligible for state 
employee benefits in order to encourage 
them to stay on the job; expand funding 
for “direct child care incentives;” use 
vacant state buildings for child care ser-
vices; and create a trust fund dedicated 
to child care.

“We need more child care workers. 
They need to be paid a living wage, you 
need to make sure that they have some 
sort of retirement system somehow,” 
Walker said during a Sept. 21 debate 
hosted by the Alaska Chamber of Com-
merce in Fairbanks.

Speaking on Sept. 13 in Ketchikan, 
Walker suggested that direct grants to 
municipalities could be another solution 
that allows local communities to decide 
what child care approach works for them.

At multiple events, he has said that 
child care is a major economic concern 
because of its high cost and the way it can 
make it impossible for parents to work.

“If people can’t have a place for their 
children to be taken care of, it’s hard for 

them to go to work, and some of them 
are not. The cost of child care is such that 
some are saying, ‘Hey, I can make more 
money just by staying home, taking care 
of my kids,’” he said Oct. 5 in Juneau.

Democratic candidate Gara has said 
he supports the creation of a “universal 
pre-K program” that would be accessible 
to all youths, just as the public school sys-
tem already is. 

While a member of the Alaska House, 
he repeatedly co-sponsored bills to create 
such a program, but those bills were nev-
er heard in committee and never passed 
the Legislature.

In the media questionnaire, Gara advo-
cated the creation of a state training pro-
gram for child care workers and a wage 
subsidy program similar to one operated 
by the state of Tennessee. He also noted 
that Colorado subsidizes child care facili-
ties’ rent and fixed costs.

“It’s going to take state partnership, it 
takes some investment,” he said Sept. 13 

in Ketchikan, “but we should look and 
see what states are making it work, be-
cause Alaska is not making it work.”

“We should make sure that there’s 
child care for families who cannot afford 
it, because that helps the workforce, and 
the health of children is part of what you 
do,” he said Sept. 21 in Fairbanks.

In a video interview with the Alaska 
Children’s Trust, Republican candidate 
Charlie Pierce said that the cost of child 
care in Alaska is difficult. “I would sup-
port tax credits or encourage employers 
to offer (child care) as a benefit perhaps,” 
Pierce said, but added that increased 
spending on child care would have to 
come at the expense of other items in the 
state budget.

Pierce has said he opposes new taxes or 
other revenue in order to increase services.

The Alaska Beacon is an independent, do-
nor-funded news organization. Alaskabea-
con.com.

Gubernatorial candidates give their views on lack of affordable child care

Walker and Gara jointly tell voters: Rank us both for governor



By Sean Maguire
Anchorage Daily News

The Alaska Supreme Court 
issued a full opinion on Oct. 21, 
explaining why it upheld the 
state’s new ranked-choice vot-
ing and open-primary system as 

constitutional in January.
The five justices issued a brief 

order at the time in favor of the 
new system that was narrowly 
approved by voters in a 2020 
ballot measure. It was issued 
quickly to confirm to the Alas-

ka Division of Elections that the 
new voting system would be 
used this year.

Alaska is the second state af-
ter Maine to implement ranked-
choice voting, in which voters 
are asked to rank four candi-

dates — and a write-in option — 
in order of preference. And it is 
the first state to couple that with 
an open-primary system.

Republican Kenneth Jacobus, 
a longtime Alaska attorney, 
appeared on behalf of himself, 
Libertarian legislative candidate 
Scott Kohlhaas and Bob Bird, 
head of the Alaskan Indepen-
dence Party, to challenge the 
new system.

Former Lt. Gov. Mead Tread-
well and former Fairbanks state 
Rep. Dick Randolph each sub-
mitted documents in support of 
Jacobus. They argued ranked-
choice voting violated a con-
stitutional provision that “the 
candidate receiving the greatest 
number of votes shall be gover-
nor,” partly because after mul-
tiple rounds of counting, the 
winner may not have gotten the 
most first-choice votes.

The justices rejected their ar-
guments. The ranked-choice 
tabulation process is used if no 
candidate gets more than half 
the first-choice votes. In that 
situation, the last-place can-
didate is then eliminated and 
their votes are redistributed to 
the other candidates based on 
their supporters’ second-choice 
votes. That process is repeated 
until one candidate has a clear 
majority.

In their 57-page opinion, the 
justices said that the tabulation 
process would still result in a 
gubernatorial candidate win-
ning with the greatest number 
of votes.

They also rejected arguments 

that an open-primary burdens 
political parties’ right to choose 
their own candidates. Instead, it 
merely narrows the field of can-
didates by allowing the top four 
vote-getters, regardless of party, 
to advance to the general elec-
tion, they said.

Jacobus argued political par-
ties would be weakened be-
cause candidates can appear on 
the ballot with their party regis-
tration, which could imply they 
had been endorsed by the par-
ty. The court said instructions 
on the ballot made clear that a 
candidate’s affiliation does not 
necessarily equal an endorse-
ment, and Alaskans would have 
enough common sense to tell 
the difference.

Political observers have not-
ed that moderate candidates 
seem to have benefited from 
the new open primary system 
used in August, which allowed 
voters of any political persua-
sion to cast a ballot for any 
candidate they wanted. U.S. 
Rep. Mary Peltola, a moderate 
Democrat, also won the special 
U.S. House race — Alaska’s 
first election to use ranked-
choice voting — defeating 
two Republicans, former Gov. 
Sarah Palin and businessman 
Nick Begich III.

Since then, several Republi-
can legislative candidates have 
spoken publicly in opposition 
to the new ranked-choice vot-
ing system during the lead-up 
to this year’s election. They’ve 
pledged to try to repeal it if they 
are elected.
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Tundra                                  by Chad Carpenter

Ritter’s River                            by Marc Lutz

Police report
Monday, Oct. 24
Agency assist: Hoonah Police 
Department.
Traffic stop: Headlight out.
Traffic stop: Taillight out.

Tuesday, Oct. 25
Suspicious circumstance.
Traffic stop: Citation issued 
for failure to provide proof of 
insurance.

Wednesday, Oct. 26
Animal complaint.
Agency assist: Hoonah Police 
Department.
Agency assist: Line crew.

Thursday, Oct. 27
Animal complaint.

Friday, Oct. 28
Agency assist: Ambulance.
Agency assist: Fire Department, 
for fire alarm testing.

Paper service: Child custody 
papers.
Animal complaint.
Summons service.
Traffic stop: Citation issued 
for failure to provide proof of 
insurance.

Saturday, Oct. 29
Traffic stop.
Probation violation.
Citizen assist.
Civil issue.
Traffic stop.
Civil matter.
Traffic stop.
Agency assist: Ambulance.

Sunday, Oct. 30
Agency assist: Hoonah Police 
Department.
Suspicious vehicle.

There were four subpoenas 
served.

By Becky Bohrer
Associated Press

Alaska U.S. Rep. Mary Peltola in a tele-
vised debate Oct. 26 called partisanship 
a threat to the country as the Democrat 
sought to make the case for reelection to the 
seat she’s held since September against chal-
lengers including Republican Sarah Palin.

Peltola beat Palin and Republican Nick 
Begich in a ranked-choice August special 
election to fill the remainder of the late Re-
publican Rep. Don Young’s term. Those 
three, along with Libertarian Chris Bye, 
are running in the Nov. 8 election for a full 
two-year term that starts in January. This 
election also will be ranked choice.

Palin and Peltola have been cordial to 
one another; Peltola’s time in the state 
House overlapped with Palin’s time as 
governor, and the two had kind words 
for each other at the Oct. 26 event. But 
Palin has railed against Alaska’s ranked-
choice voting system, approved by voters 
in 2020 as part of an elections overhaul.

Palin, in an opinion piece published 
by the Anchorage Daily News this week, 

said the system, used for the first time in 
the special election won by Peltola, had 
“produced the travesty of sending a Dem-
ocrat to Congress to represent Alaska, one 
of the reddest states in the country.”

Palin has joined Begich in urging vot-
ers to “rank the red,” or the Republican 
candidates.

The voting system was not among the 
topics raised during the debate, which 
touched on issues such as inflation con-
cerns, suicides among military veterans 
and the pandemic.

When asked if the government should 
be able to mandate vaccinations, Begich, 
Bye and Palin said no. Peltola said she 
did not think they should be required 
“nationally” but said she has concerns 
about pandemics.

Peltola, who has cast herself as a coali-
tion builder and called for more civility 
in politics, said partisanship “is the No. 
1 threat to our country both in terms of 
foreign policy and domestic policy.” She 
said policy makers should work together 
on those issues. But she said there is “a 
tradition now in America of tearing one 

another down, just to get into office.”
Begich said political division is an “out-

growth” of the differences in philosophy 
of the Republican and Democratic parties. 
He said having those discussions is good.

Peltola later praised Palin’s willingness 
to work across party lines while gover-
nor. During a portion of the debate in 
which candidates asked each other ques-
tions, Peltola asked Palin how she might 
work with the Biden administration and 
Democrats in Congress.

“Hopefully my track record proves 
that, again, I’m able to play as a teammate. 
I know what it takes to win,” Palin said. 
The 2008 Republican vice-presidential 
nominee, who stood next to Peltola on the 
debate stage, said this is a period in which 
there is “politics of personal destruction 
and lies, in campaigns especially.”

Bye said many Alaskans are “terrified 
when they hear bipartisan because what 
that really means is both parties are get-
ting together to gang up on taxpayers.”

Begich said it’s “important that we 
communicate with one another but I’m 
not about to hold hands while we go over 

the fiscal cliff.”
He added, “Sometimes you’ve got 

to be difficult, you’ve got to be tough, 
you’ve got to be firm, and those are the 
things that we need as a nation.”

Begich came out hard against Palin 
ahead of the special election, questioning 
her seriousness as a candidate and cast-
ing her as quitter. Palin resigned as gov-
ernor partway through her term in 2009. 
Palin’s is a household name; she is well 
known in conservative politics and has 
appeared on reality TV programs. She 
has argued that she would use her profile 
to the benefit of Alaska.

Begich has also taken aim at Peltola, 
seeking to tie her to House Speaker Nan-
cy Pelosi, a California Democrat, and 
President Joe Biden.

Peltola wore one of Young’s bolo ties, 
which was presented to her at the Alaska 
Federation of Natives convention in An-
chorage by one of Young’s daughters.

Young held Alaska’s only House seat 
for 49 years. He died in March. Begich’s 
grandfather, the late U.S. Rep. Nick Begich, 
a Democrat, held the seat before Young.

U.S. House candidates talk in TV debate about partisanship

State Supreme Court explains decision upholding ranked-choice voting



HELP WANTED
Wrangell Senior Center is 
seeking an assistant cook. $16/
hour DOE. Position is 25 hours 
a week. Benefits include a 403b 
retirement account, employee 
assistance program, 12 paid 
holidays, paid time off and op-
tional supplemental insurance. 
Background check required. 
Apply online at www.ccsak.
org/jobs. For more informa-
tion contact Solvay Gillen at 
907-874-2066.

HELP WANTED
Wrangell Public Schools is ac-
cepting applications for the fol-
lowing positions for the 2022-
2023 school year:

•	Paraprofessionals: These 
are part-time positions 
working with students in 
Grades K-5, 5.75 hours per 
day in the Special Educa-
tion Program or Elemen-
tary Library.  Salary place-
ment is Column A-C on the 
Classified Salary Schedule. 
A high school diploma or 

equivalent is required. An 
associate degree, equiva-
lent credits, or the ability 
to pass the para-pro assess-
ment is also required.

Contact the district office at 
907-874-2347 for more informa-
tion and a detailed job descrip-
tion. Positions are open until 
filled. It is the Wrangell Public 
School District’s policy to not 
discriminate on the basis of age, 
race, color, national origin, sex 
or disability.

BOAT FOR SALE
32-foot Rawson Volvo Tamo-
70. $45,000 with hand-troll 
permit or $35,000 without 
hand-troll permit. 907-305-
0901.

FOR SALE
Monitor 441 heater, complete, 
$600 obo. Kolstrand power 
2-spool gurdy with wire, $600 
obo. Call 907-305-0901.

DIAGNOSED
WITH PARKINSON’S?

Northwest Parkinson’s Foun-
dation offers free services to 
those with Parkinson’s dis-
ease, such as movement and 
music classes, conferences and 
special education events, and 
support groups for caregivers. 
Contact Denny Darby at 907-
957-8009, denny@nwpf.org or 
visit nwpf.org.

BOOKKEEPER SERVICES
K. Vincent Financial, LLC, li-
censed and certified public 
bookkeeper offering services for 
small businesses in Southeast 
Alaska. Call 907-617-8013 for a 
free consultation.

DANCE
Child and Guardian Country 
Western Hoedown from 6 to 
10 p.m. Nov. 19 at the commu-
nity center gym. $40 per cou-
ple or $50 at the door. Dinner 
included. All ages welcome. 

Tickets available from any 
Troop 26 Girl Scout.

FREE ADS
Do you have something to sell? 
Having a garage sale? Looking 

to buy something? Classified 
ads for individuals and com-
munity groups are free in the 
Sentinel. Contact Amber at 907-
874-2301 or email wrgsent@
gmail.com.
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Classified

By Mary Catharine Martin
The SalmonState

At East Ohmer Creek, 22 miles south of 
Petersburg, is a tree believed to be the larg-
est left on Mitkof Island. U.S. Forest Service 
Fish Biologist Eric Castro said foresters es-
timate the tree, which grew on a once-rich 
floodplain, is around 600 years old.

“Those giant pumpkins are what used 
to grow in this type of environment,” 
Castro said.

That tree stands in contrast to those 
that have grown around it over the past 
60 years, which have reached four to 
eight inches in diameter — about a tenth 
what would once have been expected.

Why does the floodplain that grew 
some of the largest trees left on Mitkof 
grow stunted trees now? It’s a mystery 
that, when he first came across it, Forest 
Service hydrologist Heath Whitacre was 
determined to get to the bottom of.

After talking to Petersburg old-timers, 
he learned the reason wasn’t just because 
the area was clearcut around 60 years ago.

It’s because when workers extended 
Mitkof Highway in the 1950s, they took 
gravel from the rich soil of the area, de-
pleting the nutrients. This also lowered 
the ground level to the point it was too 
close to the water table for trees to grow 
well. Logging and gravel mining also had 
negative implications for fish, straight-
ening streams and eliminating or lessen-
ing the fallen trees, deep pools and rich 
back-channel floodplain habitat that can 
be so productive for rearing salmon fry.

A few years ago, Whitacre, Castro and 
the Petersburg Ranger District began 
putting together a project not only to re-
store fish habitat in East Ohmer Creek, 
but to gradually replenish soils, restore 
floodplain flows, and bring the area back 
to what it was prior to the gravel mining 
and logging of the 1950s.

“It kind of rights our wrong from the 
past,” Castro said.

It’s also a project that, while it was 
completed this summer, has a much lon-
ger-term vision.

“Soil formation is a centuries-long pro-

cess,” Whitacre said.
While the timeline for bettering grow-

ing conditions for trees and restoring the 
area may be centuries, fish habitat in the 
area is already improving.

Excavator operator Tom Lutton of 
Rock-N-Road Construction, in Peters-
burg, was a skeptic when he first start-
ed working on East Ohmer Creek resto-
ration. By day two, he was a convert.

“This is the first time I’ve ever done 
one of these projects, and I didn’t really 
understand it beforehand. After being 
down in there and seeing exactly what 
they’re doing, I figured it all out,” he said.

The second day, after the heavy equip-
ment crew had placed some trees accord-
ing to Whitacre’s sketch, “I got down in 
there and I could see those certain pools, 
even though we didn’t get any rain, they 
actually had deeper water in them than 
they did the day before,” Lutton said.

Lutton has lived in Petersburg for 54 
years — since he was 6 years old — and 
said it feels good to be working to im-
prove the fish habitat in East Ohmer. “I 
feel personally that the fish runs in this 
creek have slowed down since I was 
younger, and I think stuff like this only 
improves it,” he said.

While many small-creek restoration 
projects across Southeast utilize human 
muscle and hand tools, the scale of the 
East Ohmer Creek project meant larger 
tools were necessary. For the first few 
years at least, it will look messy.

“The footprint with heavy equipment 
tends to be shocking to some people,” 
Whitacre said. “And it basically looks 
like a construction site, and it will for 
four or five more years, until we start to 
get more vegetation. But the amount of 
work you can get done in a short period 
of time is astounding.”

Some of what people see might not make 
sense until it starts making a difference.

The trees in the floodplain, for exam-
ple, will serve as nurse trees for seeds and 
saplings, raising the ground level higher 
over the water table and nutrient-poor 
soil. Those trees will also help capture 
soil washed down from upstream when 

the area floods. Over the long-term, 
they’ll speed up the process of restoring 
the area to what it once was.

In addition to the deeper rearing pools 
in the main channel, some of the team’s 
other goals are already coming into play. 
Off-channel rearing ponds, said Castro, are 
like beaver ponds in that they are 10 times 
more productive for salmon fry than even 
high quality main channel habitat.

In late July, as the project was nearing 
completion, Whitacre and Snyder walked 
up a channel that had been dry prior to 
them adding wood to the system to divert 
water into it during heavy rain. Now, it was 
filled with refuge-like pools — and those 
pools were filled with coho salmon fry.

“These little pools that they find are 
where they’re going to hang out until 
the next bit of water comes in,” Whitacre 
said. “Even creating a little bit of habitat 
that establishes a few deep pools in an 
otherwise dry channel, those are basical-
ly refuge areas for these fry until they can 
get another flow through.”

Prior to work in any back channel 
rearing ponds, Castro, Whitacre and 
VetsWork intern Taran Snyder moved 
hundreds of fish fry using minnow traps. 
(In main channel areas, fish more easily 
relocate themselves.) They also did all 
the work in East Ohmer Creek in a rel-
atively small one-month window, so as 
to avoid overlapping with spawning sea-
sons — whether at the front end of the 
season, with steelhead, or the back end, 
with coho salmon.

A short while after finding coho in 
the newly watered back channel, Sny-
der, Whitacre and Castro were watching 
Rock-N-Road operator Jode Coil lower 
an enormous tree trunk, root wad intact, 
into place precisely where Whitacre had 
drawn it should be.

Just 20 minutes later, Coil moved his 
excavator 50 feet downstream. The wa-
ter cleared, and a six-inch cutthroat trout 
and coho fry held steady in the current, 
facing upstream. It wasn’t at all apparent 
there had been a heavy machine in the 
area just a few minutes before.

“Habitat restoration is an essential ele-

ment of being able to support sustainable 
(fish) populations,” Castro said. “In order 
for us to have the maximum amount of fish 
potential, be it for sport fishermen, or com-
mercial fishermen, subsistence, we need to 
be able to have healthy landscapes.”

This project fits well with the U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture’s new Southeast Alaska 
Sustainability Strategy, Whitacre said.

“Now is kind of a special time with sort 
of a shift in priorities on the forest. And 
restoration and recreation have become 
more important, and are receiving more 
funding. So it’s not as difficult as it used 
to be to fund these projects,” he said.

Mary Catharine Martin is the communi-
cations director of SalmonState, an organiza-
tion that works to ensure Alaska remains a 
place wild salmon and the people who depend 
on them thrive.

Forest restoration project aims to repair fisheries habitat on Mitkof Island

PHOTO BY MARY CATHARINE MARTIN/
SALMONSTATE

U.S. Forest Service fish biologist Eric 
Castro stands next to what could be the 
largest tree remaining on Mitkof Island, 
in the East Ohmer Creek watershed. It’s 
just downstream of the restoration proj-
ect Castro took part in this summer. 
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