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Joan Sargent, the foster/adoption coordinator for St. Frances Animal Rescue, cuddles Simba, one of 12 cats 
being fostered in homes throughout Wrangell until the shelter finds a permanent location.

By Sarah aSlam
Sentinel reporter

Jeffrey Good, who moved to 
Wrangell after retiring from the 
U.S. Coast Guard, started work 
Monday as interim borough 
manager, replacing Lisa Von 
Bargen until the assembly can 
make a permanent hire.

The borough assembly last 
Thursday offered the position to 
Good, who was among five can-
didates for the job.

Von Bargen’s last day as man-
ager was Friday.

Good, the only local can-
didate, served as U.S. Coast 
Guard base director in Kodiak 
from 2017 to 2020, according 
to his résumé. He served as 
public works manager at Base 
Kodiak from 2006 to 2008. He 
holds master’s degrees from 
Duke University and the Uni-
versity of Illinois in engineer-

ing management and civil en-
gineering, respectively, and 
has a bachelor’s degree in civil 
engineering from the Coast 
Guard Academy.

“Over the next three months 
Jeff will be focused on ensur-
ing that operational continuity 

is maintained, 
while at the 
same time re-
viewing and 
improving the 
various capital 
projects that 
are currently 
in progress,” 
the borough 
said in a pre-
pared state-
ment Monday.

“With his 
civil engineering and project 
management expertise we be-
lieve he is the right person to 
assist with getting key projects 
over the finish line,” the state-
ment said.

Good retired from the U.S. 
Coast Guard last year and has 
been doing engineering and 
construction management con-
sulting since then, according 
to his application letter to the 
borough. 

“My family and I chose 
Wrangell to establish our per-
manent residence after retire-
ment,” Good wrote. He went 
on to say “I would like to bring 
the leadership, management, 
engineering and administrative 
skills honed during my active- 
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By marc lutz

Sentinel editor
A private donation to St. Frances Animal Res-

cue has made it possible for the nonprofit shelter 
to keep operating after a difficult year.

The shelter recently received a promise from 
a private donor to match every dollar donated 
from Nov. 1 of this year until Nov. 1, 2022, up 
to $10,000.

Joan Sargent, the foster/adoption coordina-
tor for St. Frances, is confident the shelter will 
be able to raise enough to reach its target of 
$35,000. That would allow the organization to 
keep moving toward its goal of a permanent lo-
cation. Right now, 12 animals are being fostered 
between Sargent’s home and others in Wrangell. 

Even after those funds are available, Sargent 

said it could take from three to five years to 
complete the project of moving into permanent 
quarters and turning the space into an animal 
shelter. 

“We are very realistic about this endeavor,” 
Sargent said. “We’ve evaluated other nonprofit 
organizations with efforts like this.”

The previous shelter was operated out of the 
garage of Rick and Delores Klinke, who started 
the organization in 2009 when Wrangell was 
having a problem with feral cats. Since March 
2020, the shelter has had to rely on homes to fos-
ter animals due to Delores Klinke’s ailing health.

Since its inception, St. Frances has had 600 
cats move through the shelter. It has helped find 
homes for cats, dogs and even a rabbit. Feral 

Animal shelter receives $10,000 
donation with matching pledge

Continued on page 5

Interim borough manager 
started on the job Monday
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GOOD

By larry PerSily
Sentinel reporter

With approval from the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Pre-
vention, vaccinations against COVID-19 for children ages 5 through 
11 could be available in Wrangell next week.

The U.S. Food and Drug Administration last week approved 
the vaccine for children, and the CDC late Tuesday also ap-
proved the shots.

The SouthEast Alaska Regional Health Consortium, which was 
waiting on that decision, will soon start opening appointments to 
administer Pfizer’s COVID-19 vaccine for children ages 5 to 11, 
Maegan Bosak, a senior SEARHC official in Sitka, said Tuesday.

“Vaccines will be available by appointment, and a parent or care-
giver must accompany the youth,” Bosak said. 

Those appointments will be available starting sometime next 
week, she said. 

Parents and/or guardians can preregister their children 
at covid19.searhc.org.

The vaccine for younger children requires two shots, adminis-
tered three weeks apart, and at much lower doses than the doses for 
older children and adults.

Wrangell schools “will work with SEARHC and public health of-
ficials in any way we can to support our community. I have been in 
discussion early on with the possibility of a coordinated event if it 
will help,” Schools Superintendent Bill Burr said Tuesday.

SEARHC also is reminding parents that flu shots are available for 
adults and children who want to guard against winter illness.

Alaska medical providers and pharmacies have been ordering 
doses of the COVID vaccine for children, Matthew Bobo, state im-
munization program manager, said at a briefing last Thursday. 
About 73,000 Alaska children fall within the latest age group eligi-
ble for the shot, he said.

By larry PerSily
Sentinel reporter

Alaska Airlines would like 
to be back to 2019 staffing lev-
els and flight schedules by the 
end of the year.

“That’s our goal,” Tim 
Thompson, company spokes-
man in Anchorage, said 
Monday.

From the worst of the pan-
demic-induced collapse in air 
travel in the spring of 2020, 
when the airline carried 4,000 
to 5,000 passengers a day 
across its entire route sys-
tem, Alaska was back up to 
108,000 revenue passengers a 
day for the quarter that ended 
Sept. 30, moving toward its 
pre-pandemic number of close 
to 140,000.

Carrying all those pas-
sengers has meant bringing 
planes back into service, along 
with pilots and cabin crews, 
Thompson said.

Alaska, like other airlines, 
laid off employees when travel 
shrank in 2020. “We’re trying 
to get back up to 2019 person-
nel,” he said.

The airline employs about 
22,000 people, and is calling 
back workers and has multiple 
job postings on its website.

Furloughed pilots and cabin 

crew have to requalify with the 
Federal Aviation Administra-
tion before they can go back 
to work, and the company has 
stepped up its retraining pro-
gram at its Seattle base to bring 
back crew as quickly as possi-
ble, Thompson said.

Despite the efforts, the air-
line sometimes comes up 
short and has to cancel flights. 
Wrangell experienced that can-
cellation pain last Saturday, 
when Alaska canceled both 
its northbound (Flight 65) and 
southbound (Flight 64) service 
into town.

The Southeast cancellations 
were among about two-dozen 
flights dropped that day for lack 
of crew, Thompson said. “Hands 
down, we weren’t at our best.”

The airline runs about 1,200 
departures a day. Between 
crew shortages, weather (dense 
fog in Juneau most of the day), 
and a few mechanical issues 
among the 300 planes operat-
ed by Alaska and its regional 
carrier Horizon Air, about 55 
flight “segments” were can-
celed last Saturday.

A segment, Thompson ex-
plained, is one leg of a flight. 
For example, Flight 65 from 
Ketchikan to Wrangell is one 
segment.

That left the airline operat-
ing about 95% of its schedule, 
down from the usual 98% to 
99% range, he said.

When short of crew, the air-
line tries shifting pilots and 
cabin crew to cover flights and 
maintain operations, but some-
times not enough people are 
available or are in the wrong 
place to staff the flights.

When deciding which flights 
to cancel during a crew short-
age, the airline looks not only 
at available staff but also where 
that staff needs to be for the 
next flight and the next day.

Putting a crew on a flight 
that will take them out of posi-
tion for another flight just rolls 
the problem into the next day, 
he explained. “It’s all about 
placement of people.”

Though Saturday’s cancel-
lations created problems for 
Alaska Airlines’ travelers, they 
were minor compared to the 
strains at other airlines unable 
to maintain their schedules.

American Airlines scrapped 
about 1,900 flights between 
Saturday and Monday, about 
10% of its schedule, according 
to several news reports. High 
winds that closed runways at 
its main hub in Dallas added to 

Alaska Airlines’ end-of-year goal is 
return to 2019 staffing, flight numbers

Continued on page 7
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COVID vaccinations 
for children could be 
available next week
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Northbound    Southbound

Friday, Dec. 10    Wednesday, Nov. 10
Matanuska, 4:45 p.m.  Kennicott, 9:30 p.m.
Tuesday, Dec. 14   Wednesday, Nov. 24
Matanuska, 10:45 a.m. Kennicott, 8:30 p.m.
Friday, Dec. 17     Monday, Dec. 13
Matanuska, 10:45 p.m  Matanuska, 8 a.m.

Ferry Schedule
November 10-December 17

All times listed are scheduled departure times.  
Call the terminal at 907-874-2021 for information  

or call 907-874-3711 or 800-642-0066 for recorded information.

Birthdays & Anniversaries
The Sentinel extends its best wishes to the following people listed 
on the Wrangell Chamber of Commerce Community Scholarship 
Birthday Calendar. 

Thursday, Nov. 4: Deano Barker, Jessica Byrd, 
Edith Grover, Ayla Harris, Anny “Fyno” Newport, 
Olga Norris, Claire Rooney, Shelby Smith, Peyton 
Stolley; Anniversary: Jeff and Pam Wiederspohn.

Friday, Nov. 5: Jimmy Fisher Baggen, Mark 
Davidson, Kaylauna Warren; Anniversary: Adam 
and DeeDee Sprehe.

Saturday, Nov. 6: Betsy Golding.
Sunday, Nov. 7: Erik Gile, Jean-Luc Lewis, Pam 

McCloskey, Garrett Miller, K.D. Roope-Strasburger, 
Frank Simpson.

Monday, Nov. 8: Taylor Carey, Gabriel Duquemin, 
Wilder Todd Harding, Jeremy Stolley.

Tuesday, Nov. 9: Ava Lawrance, Sawyer Rooney, 
Kimberly Szczatko.

Wednesday, Nov. 10:  Lee Byrd III, Janae Franklet,  
Erika Hansen, Marine Corps, Austin Reed Sun.

Thursday, Nov. 11: Daniel Powell, DeAnna 
Villarma; Anniversary: Lucas and Lisa Messmer.

Senior Center Menu 
Open for in-person dining. 
Must be fully vaccinated.

Friday, Nov. 5
Ham and bean soup,

tomatoes with cottage cheese, cornbread
Monday, Nov. 8

BBQ chicken, mixed veggies,
sunshine salad, herb biscuit

Tuesday, Nov. 9
Turkey, mashed potatoes, gravy,

cranberry sauce, green beans, salad
Wednesday, Nov. 10

Turkey pot pie, salad, herb biscuits
Thursday, Nov. 11

Closed for Veterans day. Meal delivered Wednesday.
Chicken soup, triple-bean salad, fruit slaw

Please call the senior center at 907-874-2066 by 2 p.m. the day 
prior to reserve a seat at lunch at the center or to request de-

livery. The senior van also is available to transport seniors to 
medical appointments, reasonable errands such as collecting 

mail,  getting prescriptions or other essential items.

TIDES
November 4-November 10

High Tides Low Tides
 AM  PM               AM               PM
 Time Ft Time Ft           Time     Ft Time Ft
Nov. 4 00:55 16.8 12:58 19.1  06:41    0.0 07:16  -3.4
Nov. 5 01:39 17.1  01:35 19.6  07:20    0.2 07:57 -4.1
Nov. 6 02:24 16.9 02:15 19.6  08:00    0.8 08:40 -4.2
Nov. 7 02:11 16.3 01:57 19.0  07:41     1.7 08:26 -3.6
Nov. 8 03:00 15.4 02:42 18.0  08:27    2.8 09:17  -2.4 
Nov. 9 03:55 14.3 03:34 16.5  09:19    4.0 10:15   -1.0
Nov. 10 05:00 13.4 04:38 14.9  10:32    5.1  11:21    0.4

Nov. 3, 1921
Miss Liberty Worden gave a 

Halloween party Monday night 
in the school room of the post 
office building for her Satur-
day afternoon girls sewing club. 
The decorations and dainty re-
freshments and favors were all 
in keeping with the traditions 
of the day. A ghost and a witch 
who told thrilling fortunes enliv-
ened the program and some jolly 
games were enjoyed. Miss Betty 
Matheson won the prize for ad-
justing the head of a make-be-
lieve black cat as near to its 
proper position on the body as 

was possible when blindfolded. 
Erma Grant was the prize win-
ner in a marshmallow contest. 

Nov. 1, 1946
The ARB cannery tender 

Roamer, skippered by John 
Siverston, arrived in Wrangell 
on Wednesday evening with 50 
tons of merchandise for Grant’s 
Grocery. B.Y. Grant, proprietor 
of the store, flew south about 
a week ago to make arrange-
ments for the shipment. “Mr. 
Grant deserves a lot of credit, “ 
Siversten said. “He went down, 
chartered the boat, bought his 
groceries and then battled the 
longshoremen to get the boat 
loaded. It was tough going for 
him.” Siversten said because of 
the weather conditions this time 
of year it was extremely unsatis-
factory to bring up supplies on 
small boats. Bad weather could 
delay their trip for several days, 
thereby increasing the danger of 
spoilage. Siversten said it was 
hard on a skipper’s nerves to 
make some of the stormy cross-
ings that cannery tenders are not 
built to endure. They left Satur-
day and got here Wednesday 
night, without making a stop. 

Nov. 5, 1971
Mr. and Mrs. George Norris 

have purchased the former Tom 
Sawyer Gift Shop here, as of 
Nov. 1. The new enterprise will 
be known in the future as Norris 
Gifts and Ceramics. Mrs. Norris 
will manage the shop. She is the 
former Olga Ogelend, member 

of a pioneer Wrangell family. She 
was raised in Wrangell and grad-
uated from the schools. For nine 
years she was a dental assistant 
in the office of Dr. Gray Floyd 
and also is well known in art 
circles, having had her paintings 
displayed in the Wrangell Muse-
um. In her new shop, Mrs. Norris 
will carry a line of her own hand-
made ceramics as well as paint-
ings, in addition to a varied line 
of gifts. Mr. Norris has lived here 
11 years. He is from Willamina, 
Oregon, and is in the construc-
tion business here. 

Nov. 7, 1996
Residents beyond 9 Mile Zimo-

via Highway are eagerly await-
ing electricity to their property, 
calling City Hall as they watch 
the poles being put up and ask-
ing: “How soon can you hook us 
up?” Tim Gillen, the city’s elec-
tric utility supervisor, says that 
isn’t likely until spring -- as soon 
as the frost is out of the ground 
and poles can be put in to carry 
the wires to houses. The new 
line will stretch all the way out 
to McCormick Creek, says City 
Manager Scott Seabury. Once 
all the wires and transformers 
are in place, residents will need 
to apply with the city for service. 
The city hopes that extending 
electricity out to McCormick 
Creek will enable light industries 
to establish themselves out the 
road, and the extra power will be 
useful if the 6 Mile sawmill again 
becomes active. 

Wrangell Roundup:
Special Events

THE AMERICAN LEGION will host a Veterans Day dinner on Nov. 11 at the Legion Hall. Doors 
open at 4:30 p.m. and dinner starts at 5:30 p.m. Limited to 120 people. If you are planning to attend, 
you must have a ticket. If you are a veteran living in Wrangell and you didn’t receive an invitation, 
call Marilyn Mork at 907-470-0085 to get your ticket.

WRANGELL MINISTERIAL ASSOCIATION Thanksgiving box sign-up is open and runs through 
Nov. 12.  Sign up at the Salvation Army, and distribution day is Nov. 19 at Harbor Light Church. 
Call 907-874-3753 for more information.

NOLAN CENTER community market 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Saturday. Check out the locally grown and 
handcrafted items.

NOLAN CENTER THEATER presents “Ron’s Gone Wrong,” rated PG,  at 7 p.m. Friday and 4 
p.m. Saturday. Tickets are $7 for adults, $5 for children under age 12, for the animated adventure 
comedy that runs one hour and 46 minutes. Children under 12 must be accompanied by an adult. 
Next weekend: “Clifford Big Red Dog.”

CATHOLIC COMMUNITY SERVICE is hosting a four-week caregiver education speaker series. 
The second one is “A Loving Approach to Dementia Care,” set for 4 to 5 p.m. Wednesday, Nov. 
10, via Zoom. The panel discussion will be led by Laura Wayman, a Johns Hopkins Press author, 
who will provide the tools and inspiration to fight a battle where loss is not the inevitable outcome. 
Free; no registration required. Link to join: zoom.us/j/9918328338. Visit ccsak.org or email denise.
darby@ccsjuneau.org for more information.

WRANGELL PARKS & RECREATION American Red Cross lifeguard registration is open. 
Courses run Nov. 18-21. Participants are required to complete online content before the first day 
of class. A portion of the content will be delivered by Zoom. There is a fee waiver for eligible 
individuals who commit to a minimum of six months of employment at the pool. Participants can 
register online at wrangllrec.com. For more information and prerequisites, contact Kate Thomas at 
907-874-2444 or email at kthoms@wrangell.com.

EVERGREEN ELEMENTARY’s second annual online book fair is open and runs through Nov. 8. 
The school will receive 25% of all sales. Call for information at 907-874-2321 or visit the fundraising 
link to browse:  www.childrensbookstore.com/welcome/evergreen-elementary-school.

WRANGELL PARKS & RECREATION is offering pickleball, jiu jitsu, volleyball and Keep Moving 
adult activities. More information online at www.wrangellrec.com or call 907-874-2444.

Want more attendance at your meeting or event? Send information for Roundup to wrgsent@gmail.com or 
call 907-874-2301. Or go to the Sentinel website, click on the Calendar tab, and submit your entry online.

Daylight
Hours
Date          Sunrise      Sunset   Hours
Nov. 4 8:05a 4:59p 8:53h
Nov. 5 8:07a 4:57p 8:49h
Nov. 6 8:10a  4:55p 8:45h
Nov. 7       7:12a 3:53p 8:41h
Nov. 8 7:14a 3:51p 8:37h
Nov. 9 7:16a 3:49p 8:32h
Nov. 10 7:18a 3:47p 8:28h

Continuing Events
PARKS and RECREATION www.wrangellrec.com
Open swim is open by appointment, at reduced capacity. Locker rooms are available.
Arthritis class, 8:30 - 9:30 a.m., Monday, Wednesday, Friday
Lap swim, 6 - 7:30 a.m. Monday, Wednesday, Friday
Lap/tot swim, 11:30 a.m. - 1 p.m., weekdays, 5:15 - 6:15 p.m. Tuesday, Thursday,  and 11 a.m. 
to 12:30 p.m. Saturday
Open swim, 6 - 7 p.m. Monday and Wednesday;  6:30 - 8 p.m. Friday; 1 - 2 p.m. Saturday
Water aerobics class, 10 - 11 a.m. Monday, Wednesday, Friday

The Way We Were In the Sentinel 100, 75, 50 and 25 years ago.



By Danelle Kelly
Ketchikan Daily News

Women In Safe Homes has 
transformed a former youth 
detention center in Ketchikan 
into a safe haven for domestic 
and sexual abuse survivors. 
The new shelter opened Oct. 23, 
and serves residents of southern 
Southeast, including Wrangell.

“We have people here right 
now from Wrangell,” Agnes 
Moran, executive director of 
WISH, said last week.

The nonprofit will pay travel 
costs for out-of-town residents 
who need to stay at the facility, 
she said. About a dozen people 
a year from Wrangell come to 
the shelter, Moran said.

The organization houses al-
most 200 people over the course 
of a year.

Though staff and residents 
have started the move into the 
new shelter, the transition will 
not be completed until the end 
of the month.

The building opened as a 
youth detention center in 2002 

but the state closed it in 2016, 
citing high costs. The city of 
Ketchikan took over ownership. 
The building was built on city 
property.

The inside of the building 
has been transformed from a 
cold, gray jail to a warm, cheer-
ful space with fresh paint and 
wooden wainscotting to bright-
en the concrete-block walls. The 
original building was construct-
ed with soaring ceilings but-
tressed by thick, wooden beams, 
which were retained.

Cell walls have been knocked 
out to create larger spaces. Con-
crete beds and metal toilets are 
gone. In their place is a decid-
edly warmer décor. Walls are 
painted in pastels.

The $1.6 million renovation 
project not only transformed 
the interior of the building with 
more and larger windows and 
quiet reading areas, but expand-
ed it as well, said Amanda Rob-
inson, the city’s project manager.

The renovation expanded bed-
rooms and the dining area. The 

larger bedrooms can house up to 
six residents each. The new shel-
ter has beds for 30 people.

The old facility offered only 
dorm-style rooms, in contrast 

to the new facility that offers 
not only larger rooms, but three 
rooms that have single bunkbeds.

“That’s really important to 
our population,” Moran said, 

“because quite often we’ll get 
folks in who just can’t live well 
in a dorm setting.”

November 4, 2021  WRANGELL SENTINEL - Page 3

The Sentinel on Oct. 28 incorrectly reported on the dedica-
tion of a bench at the Wrangell Mariners’ Memorial to Ryan 
Miller, who died in a 2005 commercial fishing accident. The 
three memorial benches were a 2017 Wrangell High School 
senior project. The Ryan Miller bench was built by his son, 
Garrett Miller. The other two benches were built by Garrett’s 
cousin, Dawson Miller, and their friend, Sam Armstrong.

Correction

By Sarah aSlam
Sentinel reporter

For lovers of the written word, one 
might argue that walking into a library is 
like a family reunion, of the senses at least. 
The smell of paper and ink pulls memo-
ries of curling up with a book, no phone to 
check or competition for attention. 

Last Thursday, it felt like a reunion 
of the senses and also a library family 
reunion. 

November marks 100 years since the 
library opened its doors on Oct. 31, 1921. 

And before the cake could be cut and 
whittled down, former library director 
Kay Jabusch shared memories under the 
eaves of a building that did the opposite 
of shrink its size or offerings. 

From 802 books in 1921, the library 
has grown to house thousands of books, 
plus movies and music, computer access, 
printing, an online library catalog, and 
access to the Alaska Digital Library col-
lection of digital and audiobooks.

Jabusch served as library director until 
retiring in 2014. She recalled conscripting 
kids at the library into action to disman-
tle and move the library’s computers out 
of the way of a roof leak, (the children 
jumped to it, probably better acquainted 
with dismantling computers than most 
adults), and her pleasant incredulity at 
librarian Irene Ingle hiring her in 1980 
when she was several months pregnant. 
At the time, Jabusch thought, who would 
hire someone who will have to quit?

But then Jabusch stayed a long time. At 
this library, “people tend to,” she said.  

The library has grown, and with it, the 
services it offers. 

The library’s first summer reading pro-
gram she headed in 1981 had 16 partic-
ipants, Jabusch said. By her retirement, 
approximately 125 children were taking 
part every summer. 

As for her hopes on the next 100 years, 
Jabusch said, that’s up to the community 
and how much of a need they put on the 
library. Her hope includes the continuity 
of a strong, sustainable staff and adequate 
funding, bolstered by the progress she’s 
seen since her days as library director. 

“Since I retired, I see more and more 
improvements,” Jabusch said. 

Among the attendees at Thursday’s 
birthday party were Carol Rushmore, 
president of Friends of the Library, the 
nonprofit created to promote the library 
as a cultural, educational and recreation-
al asset to the borough. And an expert 
cake cutter, as she doled out slices from 

the two cakes commissioned from Sweet 
Tides Bakery for the event, one chocolate 
and one vanilla, with “100” emblazoned 
on both.  

Ginny Helgeson, assistant librarian 
from 1981 to 1989, sat and chatted with 
Alice Rooney, retired social worker. 

“Kay and I catalogued the entire 
30,000-book collection,” Helgeson 
said of her time working at the library. 
Helgeson’s daughter, Sarah Scambler, is 
the current assistant librarian.

Sarah Whittlesey-Merritt, of the library 
staff, manned the party favors table and re-
cited, from memory, the library card rules. 

Among the favors were bookmarks 
designed to look like library due-date 
cards, the ones that used to be found 
in the lending pocket in the back of a 
book, playfully “issued to our favorite 
patrons” at the party. Satchels of Her-
shey’s Kisses almond candies, with 
circular stickers attached to the flat bot-
tom, some with text that had the name 
of the library, “100-year anniversary 
celebration,” or a photo of the library 

itself, sat in a bowl on the table.
There was also a sign-in sheet made 

to look like stacks of books, with blank 
spines. Each attendee wrote their name 
in the spine of a book.

Mayor Steve Prysunka attended the 
birthday, and Jabusch recalled Prysunka 
once told her that when he and his wife 
were mulling the move to Wrangell, the 
library sold the deal.

Library celebrates a century as a place to get lost in a book

PHOTOS BY SARAH ASLAM/WRANGELL SENTINEL
Above: Former library director Kay Jabusch (left) and Margaret Villarma, current library director, stand in front of a board filed with old news-
paper articles about the library, which celebrated its 100th birthday last week. Below: A plaque just outside the entrance commemorates the 
dedication of the Irene Ingle Public Library, honoring the librarian who retired in 1980 after 33 years of service.

New domestic violence shelter opens in former Ketchikan juvenile jail

Continued on page 4
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From the publisher Editorial

Letters to the Editor

By larry PerSily
Publisher

It’s OK with me if there are few cars to buy. 
My VW Beetle is more than 15 years old, but only 
has 72,000 miles on it, so I’m in no hurry. Besides, 
I like the stick shift and the CD player. And I am 
particularly fond of the “check engine” light that 
stays lit longer than the car radio holds a station.

Pandemic-induced shortages of building 
materials, appliances and electronics are not 
my immediate concern. Sure, my refrigerator 
is louder than someone who sings opera in the 
shower, and my clothes dryer takes as much 
as an hour and a half to finish a load. I have 
learned patience during the pandemic.

But now, supply chain disruptions, backlogged 
factories, delayed container ships, chip shortages 
and delivery delays have hit home. More specifi-
cally, my kitchen.

The problem has spread into the most import-
ant part of my daily routine — what I have for 
breakfast and lunch.

I am a Grape-Nuts fan. Not addicted, but 
close. I have them in the morning, mixing the 
teeth-grinding cereal into whatever limp flakes 
are getting soggy in milk. I add them to my yo-
gurt at lunch — been doing that for more than 20 
years. I probably go through 50 pounds a year.

I continue crushing away at Grape-Nuts 
despite having so many crowns on my teeth that 
my mouth is worth more (a lot more) than my 
car.

Yet despite my years of constant-chewing loy-
alty, I am sadly accepting that Grape-Nuts and 
private-label look-alike brands at supermarkets 
are in short supply. I have seen empty shelves 
several times this summer and fall in Anchorage, 
not a box in sight between the granolas, flakes 
and toasted oats. Fred Meyer’s private-label, 

called Nutty Nuggets, is no more, missing for 
months. They even took away the tag from the 
shelf where the boxes used to sit. Walmart’s 
private brand, Crunchy Nuggets, is not available. 
Safeway also calls its brand Nutty Nuggets, but 
no nugget of truth to that in Alaska.

Thankfully, boxes of the hard-chewing ce-
real are available for hard-core enthusiasts in 
Wrangell.

The original Post Grape-Nuts was cooked up 
more than 120 years ago in the cereal capital of 
America, Battle Creek, Michigan. And in all that 
time, it hasn’t changed much: It’s wheat, barley, 
yeast and salt. A 2009 report in The Wall Street 
Journal noted that a single factory in California 
makes all of the Grape-Nuts for the entire coun-
try. The ovens in Michigan closed down in 2005 
as sales declined.

After baking the mix into what looks like 
large, dense fireplace logs, a conveyor dumps the 
“loaves” into a combination chipper and grinder 
— and out pours the nuts. One writer said they 
look like kidney stones, a thought that would cut 
into an enjoyable breakfast for many people.

For me, knowing that my favorite cereal once 
looked like giant Pres-to-Logs (yes, that’s how 
the company spells it), adds an irresistible level 
of little-boy enjoyment to the food. It’s a moment 
in the day (OK, two moments, breakfast and 
lunch), when I can feel all is well with the world.

It’s a moment when I can shut out the pandem-
ic and crunch so loudly that I can hear it in my 
head.

I hope there is something somewhere in the 
Build Back Better trillion-dollar legislature await-
ing congressional action to address the risk that 
Grape-Nuts could someday go the way of other 
historic American ingenuity, like stick shifts. I 
can only handle so much change at a time.

Supply chain shortages make me nutty

As the state’s largest city, Anchorage should be a leader, a 
role model for the rest of Alaska.

The city of almost 290,000 people, about 40% of the state’s 
population, should be a wise, steadying influence — much like 
a big brother or big sister.

And yet, Anchorage is an unruly sibling of late, more prone 
to tantrums than solving problems.

The political behavior is appalling. The bickering and nasti-
ness are shameful. The intolerance promoted by some commu-
nity leaders is a role model of the worst kind.

Anchorage is divided between those who want the city 
to grow healthier, diverse and more progressive at solving 
long-standing problems, while a whole lot don’t see all that 
much need for change, other than more jobs and less govern-
ment — and fewer face masks.

Much of the growing divisiveness comes from efforts to fight 
the spread and death from COVID-19. The battles are over face 
masks, social distancing, government’s role in the effort, per-
sonal responsibility and personal freedom.

Not unlike much of the country, though that doesn’t make it OK.
At a municipal assembly meeting, a protestor against a face 

mask policy publicly shouted a crude, obscene, homophobic 
slur at an assembly member, who is gay. As the top elected offi-
cial, Mayor Dave Bronson should have stood up and said some-
thing eloquent and forceful about public conduct and hostility. 
Instead, he was quiet until the next day, when he apologized for 
not saying anything.

Anti-maskers wore the Star of David to an assembly meet-
ing, likening the Nazi death campaign to public health efforts 
amid the pandemic. The mayor at first supported the use of the 
yellow star. Then, a day later, he apologized for endorsing the 
comparison to the Holocaust.

At one of the most raucous assembly meetings, the may-
or’s staff removed the plexiglass that had been installed long 
ago to help protect the assembly from unmasked audience 
members speaking at the nearby microphone and possibly 
spreading the coronavirus.

During the ongoing turmoil over face masks, Anchorage’s 
municipal manager, municipal attorney and community devel-
opment director all came down with COVID. Even then, the 
mayor did not change his attitude. Meanwhile, Anchorage is in 
the bottom third of Alaska municipalities for vaccination rates.

Angry residents have twice forced special-election recall 
votes against assembly members who favored masking orders 
and other public health initiatives. Both recalls failed by wide 
margins. The money spent on the latest unsuccessful recall 
neared half-a-million dollars.

And now the other side of the COVID debate is weighing 
in with a recall petition against an assembly member who has 
been a loud and constant critic of mask mandates.

Single-issue recalls are not the answer. They only heighten 
the divisiveness. Accept that your candidate lost and wait for 
the next election.

Anchorage needs to grow up and behave like an adult. Stop 
the yelling and work together. If not, don’t expect Alaskans to 
think of Anchorage as anything more than a place to shop and 
leave quickly.

—Wrangell Sentinel

Anchorage is a
lousy role model

Brock family thankful 
for community support

The family of Al and Lovey 
Brock would like to thank the 
community of Wrangell for 
all of the support we have re-
ceived since Al has been sick. 
We were showered with many 
delicious meals, air mattress-
es, a vehicle to use, thoughts, 
prayers and love.

A special thank you goes out 
to the incredible doctors, nurs-
es and other staff at Wrangell 
Medical Center.

This is what makes living and 
growing up in a small commu-
nity special.

Be aware that the internet
monetizes your opinions

The internet is first and fore-
most a business platform. Con-
tent (books, videos, articles) 
is now created only AFTER it 
can be verified that people are 
searching for it. “Monetization” 
drives a person or business to 
create content, making it avail-
able for free and receiving a 
payment for each view of an ad-
vertisement.

The battle for clicks/views 
directly influences how content 
creators operate by analyzing 
search keywords and trends. 
This method is perfect for en-
tertainment and technical infor-
mation. A validation process is 
built in — the more entertaining 
or more accurate, the more peo-
ple click it.

My observation is that people 

are more frequently searching 
the internet for answers that 
are emotionally complex and/
or opinion-based. As discussed 
prior, content will be produced 
specifically to address the 
search query. Content creators, 
vying for clicks, write articles or 
make videos, infer a searcher’s 
bias, and extrapolate a tailored 
biased answer. 

Why is this an issue? Firstly, 
opinion content is a popularity 
contest. Second, and most im-
portantly, is when we search 
specifically to validate our own 
opinions. While quite human, 
“confirmation bias” is also quite 
dangerous considering the 
speed at which it can happen 
online. Any opinion, regard-
less of morality or truth, can be 
validated in minutes through 
biased searching (especially on 
social media platforms), with 
reaffirmation over time through 
suggested content algorithms 
i.e., “recommended for you” or 
“others watched this also.”

Consider if I lean slightly one 
way in opinion and uninten-
tionally use biased search terms 
then read monetized opinions 
that validate my own opinion, 
I will instantly be exposed to 
more monetized and extreme 
versions of the original opinion 
while finding more “people” 
who sympathize. Could this be 
partially to blame for our in-
creasingly polarized culture?

Two comically exaggerat-
ed examples of search bias are: 
“Why dogs are the worst,” and 

“why dogs are the best.” Instead, 
one might type: “What are the 
pros and cons of dog owner-
ship.” While monetized opinions 
may still make up the majority of 
the search results, an effort was 
made to remain objective. 

My challenge to us all is to 
be aware of internet monetiza-
tion and of our human need to 
validate our feelings and opin-
ions. Honestly, do we need to 
involve profit-driven strangers 
into our opinion-forming or de-
cision-making process? I think 
it best that we guard our opin-
ions and form them with care-
ful, objective consideration.

James Edens

Mariners’ Memorial 
a truly stunning project

Kudos to the Wrangell Mari-
ners’ Memorial Committee.

Your years of meetings, 
emails, fundraisers and hiring 
“smart hands” have resulted in 
a stunning project. I hope you 
realize the impact, and recog-
nize that your time has been 
well-invested.

The primo accessible location, 
panoramic view, architectural 
design, spacing of elements, sil-
houette, variety and quality of 
materials will elicit responses 
for decades. 

It’s always intriguing when 
hard, cold elements, like met-
al, cement and nightlights, can 
meld and touch soft souls.

Well done.
Cindy Martin

Violence shelter
Continued from page 3

Another advantage with 
the single bunkbed rooms, 
Moran said, is that possibly 
a father and child could be 
housed in those rooms. Be-
cause men must be housed 
separately from women, in 
the old shelter one male cli-
ent would take up an entire 
six-person room.

Almost $1.35 million in fed-
eral grants, along with grant 
funds from the Rasmuson 
Foundation, First Bank and 
Royal Caribbean cruise line, 
covered much of the cost, with 
WISH taking out a mortgage 
for the balance.

There is a secure vestibule 
that visitors enter, which 
provides extra security be-

yond the interior and exte-
rior cameras, Moran said. 
A WISH advocate is sta-
tioned at the desk facing the 
glassed-in area, to talk with 
visitors and ask questions 
before allowing them to en-
ter the main area.

“It’s just another layer of 
security before you enter the 
building,” she said.

Moran said the only require-
ment to stay at the shelter is 
that the person has experi-
enced domestic violence or 
sexual assault.

WISH operates a 24-hour 
phone line for victims of sexual or 
domestic violence. Call 907-225-
9474 or toll-free at 1-800-478-
9474.



cats aren’t able to be fostered, 
but the shelter will still have the 
animals spayed or neutered.

“We get unadoptable cats. If 
they’re absolutely feral, we go 
back to the person that reported 
and say, ‘We’ll assure it’s (fixed). 
Will you continue feeding it?’” 
Sargent said. “My motto is: It’s 
almost impossible to turn a feral 
cat into a domestic cat, but it’s 
also almost impossible to turn a 
domestic cat into a feral cat.”

A new shelter could be built 
or remodeled, and Sargent 
said there are a few sites being 
considered. Whichever prop-
erty is chosen, it will need to 
be big enough to house six to 
10 cats at a time, with “access 
to a single extra-large cage for 
mother and kittens and a few 
holding cages for new and/or 
injured animals.”

A second phase for the shelter 
would provide space for one to 
four dogs. 

The property would ideal-
ly be 100 feet by 100 feet, with 
access to water, sewer, electric-
ity and year-round two-wheel 
drive access for volunteers. It 
would also need a desk, phone 
and filing cabinet for reception, 
a bathroom and an industrial 
sink among other amenities.

On Nov. 10 at Island of Faith 
Lutheran Church at 6:30 p.m., 
Sargent and others from St. Fran-
ces will discuss the relocation and 
fundraising efforts. Community 

members are invited to attend 
and get involved in the process. 

“Being tenacious and patient, 
it takes a lot of patience,” Sar-

gent said. “You have to be real-
istic. This is going to take years, 
not months. You just have to 
stick to it.”
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duty career to a city and bor-
ough dedicated to providing 
a safe, secure and prosperous 
community for its residents.”

 The interim position comes 
with an expected commitment 
of between one to three months 
at the job, according to the bor-
ough’s job notice.

“The assembly will continue 
to move forward with looking 

for a full-time borough manag-
er. Applications are being tak-
en and we will start to conduct 
interviews when appropriate 
candidates are determined,” ac-
cording to the borough’s state-
ment Monday.

The borough is continuing to 
advertise for a permanent hire, 
with no application deadline. 
The job notice says the position 
will be open until filled.

Shelter
Continued from page 1

PHOTO BY MARC LUTZ/WRANGELL SENTINEL
Lanky is one of five cats that Joan Sargent from St. Frances Animal Res-
cue is fostering at her home.

Manager
Continued from page 1

By Sarah aSlam
Sentinel reporter

Rod Rhoades has a sick gen-
erator.

It’s down for the count after 
mechanical issues this sum-
mer, said the superintendent 
at Wrangell Municipal Light 
& Power.

The generator is one of five 
that provide backup when 
Wrangell loses its feed from the 
Tyee Lake hydroelectric station. 
After Rhoades started in 2018, 
he brought a fifth generator on-
line in 2020 to “give me some 
breathing room.” 

Before that, there would be 
times when all four generators 
were running to meet power 
demand, he said, and for ma-
chines, that lack of spare capaci-
ty is chancy. 

Having Unit No. 5 out, 
Rhoades said, puts him right 
back where he started. 

He estimates repairs will cost 
about $500,000. 

And while he knows what’s 
wrong, and how to fix it, strong 
inflation and delays could make 
the repairs cost more. 

The utility department has 
$3.5 million in the bank, but 
due to the global supply chain 
snags it can no longer sit on an 
estimate from vendors, accord-
ing to a memo Rhoades sent 
the borough assembly. And, he 
said, vendors have repeatedly 
told the department that they 
will only hold a materials quote 
for a week or so, instead of 30 

days or more. 
“We’ve never seen that be-

fore,” he said.  
Adding to that is the cost 

of transporting supplies and 
equipment, he said. 

“It’s very, very hard to bud-
get. I recently bought three 
15-horsepower electric motors. 

The total price on that was 
somewhere around $9,000. 
By the time that we got them 
shipped out here, it was anoth-
er $2,500,” Rhoades said.

The utility department is 
seeking to make repairs to gen-
erator No. 5 and add it back to 
its lineup before the onset of 

colder temperatures — 20 de-
grees or below — that would 
cause a power draw which only 
five generators could handle. 

Rhoades will present his plan 
for repair to the borough as-
sembly at its Nov. 9 meeting. 
As soon as the money is ap-
proved, he said the department 

will get to work and hire an ex-
pert from Seattle-based Marine 
Systems. He estimates having 
the generator fixed by the end 
of December. 

The generator fix is just one 
item on Rhoades $1.3 million to-
do list, which he would like to 
accomplish over the next two to 
three years.

Unit No. 1 needs a $100,000 
repair, which Rhoades said can 
be done in two to three days 
once they get the parts. 

Replacing worn fuel injectors 
on two generators is estimat-
ed to cost $12,400, plus labor. 
Fixing power poles along Case 
Avenue was estimated in 2015 
at $340,000, and has been on 
the to-do list since then, but 
that repair, estimated to take six 
months, will have to be re-esti-
mated in light of inflation. 

The list goes on in rough or-
der of magnitude, and consists 
of 14 items. The No. 1 priority 
is generator No. 5. The last item 
on the list is a rate case study to 
look at what the utility charges 
its customers versus its costs. 
The last study done was in 2011. 

Rhoades, who presented his 
list to the assembly at its Oct. 
26 meeting, plans to put a more 
detailed plan of how to ap-
proach and fund the repairs in 
front of the assembly at a future 
work session.

“Nobody likes to take their 
bank account down to zero,” 
he said. 

Power plant generator needs $500,000 in repairs

PHOTO BY SARAH ASLAM/WRANGELL SENTINEL
Rod Rhoades, superintendent at Wrangell Municipal Light & Power, shows the utility’s coverage area across the 
island, which includes almost 27 miles of overhead line and 2.4 miles of underground line.

By chriS BaSinger 
Petersburg Pilot

This year’s overall Southeast Alaska salmon harvest is headed 
toward 58 million fish, with pink salmon leading the tally at 48.2 
million — more than 40% above the 10-year average for pinks.

This summer’s pink catch was six times last year’s measly 8 
million, and more than double the brood year of 2019.

The numbers for fish tickets are still preliminary, said Troy 
Thynes, regional management coordinator for commercial 
fisheries with the Alaska Department of Fish and Game in 
Petersburg.

“The main thing is the pink salmon run came in a lot stronger 
than what was expected. … The preseason forecast was for a har-
vest of 28 million pink salmon, and we ended up harvesting over 
48 million,” Thynes said.

“Whatever is affecting survival out in the ocean was in the pink 
salmon’s favor this year, so they had some really good ocean sur-
vival going on,” he said.

Chum salmon had the second-highest number of total fish 
with 7 million, most of which originated in hatcheries, though 
that was below average compared to previous years.

Sockeye salmon had an average return, while Chinook 
salmon and coho salmon were below average, according to 
state statistics.

“If there’s good conditions in the ocean the pink salmon are 
going to be able to take advantage the quickest and return in 
good numbers, but essentially there needs to be good conditions 
out in the ocean for several years for other salmon species to re-
ally make an effect on their returning numbers,” Thynes said.

As of Oct 1, the Southeast estimated ex-vessel value of all salm-
on was $132.3 million, with the pink salmon harvest valued at 
$48.1 million.

Chum had the next highest value at $39.6 million, followed by 
coho at $17.9 million, Chinook at $15.2 million, and sockeye at 
$11.4 million according to Thynes.

The winter troll fishery, which started Oct. 11, is open until March.

Southeast pink salmon harvest 
six times the volume of last year
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907-874-2667

E-CIGARETTES, or VAPES, can deliver high concentrations 
of nicotine and other harmful chemicals.

Parents, talk to your children about vaping.  
Resources are available at alaskaquitline.com/not-buying-it

REGULAR NICOTINE USE can have harmful 
effects on your teen’s developing brain. It can 
affect memory, learning, attention span and 
can even lead to addiction.

Alaska high school 
students vape.

In 2019, nearly 1 of every 4 middle school students 
(24.3%) and over half (53.3%) of high school students 
said they had ever tried a tobacco product.

By marc lutz
Sentinel editor

Bob Russell recently returned to Alas-
ka to continue his career pursuits in the 
technology arena. He started the next leg 
of his journey on July 2 as the school dis-
trict’s tech director, overseeing all com-
puter equipment, internet connectivity, 
networking and learning devices. 

In short, if it’s technology-related, Rus-
sell is in charge.

Before coming to Wrangell, Russell and 
his wife, Kimberly, and Great Pyrenees 
dog, Yukon, lived in Tennessee. He had 
lived and worked in Fort Yukon some time 
before that and wanted to return to Alaska. 

Russell took a break from his schedule 
to talk about his job, the challenges and 
his goals.

Q: What is your background in tech?
A: Originally, I went to school for his-

tory and got a master’s in education. I 
taught for two years in the public school 
system, and I taught for three years in 
junior college for students with learning 
disabilities. I went back to school and got 
my associate in computer networking, 
then I started being an instructor at (State 
University of New York) Adirondack.

Q: What is it about technology that in-
spired you to make the switch?

A: Back when we were kids, technology 
wasn’t everywhere. So, as we started get-
ting exposed to it, certain people just really 
enjoyed it. That’s kind of what happened 
to me. I was an EMT for 10 years and did 
computer repair on the side, that’s during 
the same time I was teaching at the college.

Q: What does the position of tech di-
rector entail?

A: Here at Wrangell, it’s everything. 
It’s a one-person department. I take care 
of the administrative side of it, the testing 
— which is not actually technology-relat-
ed but … it’s done online — keep all the 
kids’ applications running, keep the in-
ternet connection up and operating, keep 
all the computers and laptops and print-
ers and cabling up and operating.

Q: Has keeping the internet up and 
running proven to be a challenge in 
Wrangell with its adverse weather?

A: It hasn’t proved to be so far. It’s fi-
ber optic cable that comes up out of the 
ocean. But if anything ever happens to 
the cable, of course we’ll be without in-
ternet for a while.

Q: How often are you at the schools 
troubleshooting problems? What’s a typ-
ical day like for you?

A: There really is no typical day. I keep 
my phone with me or I’m in my office by 
my computer, and if I get an email from 
somebody I start troubleshooting with 
them right away. If I need to go over 
there, that’s what I do.

Q: How many students are issued and 
use iPads?

A: (Kindergarten through fourth 
grade) uses iPads. Fifth through the se-
niors use Chromebooks. 

Q: What are the challenges with that 
come with that many pieces of technolo-
gy in use by students?

A: It’s exactly what you’d think it would 
be (laughs). Especially all the software the 
students use on the providers’ end. So, the 
people that are building software and dis-
tributing it on the web, they may change 
something and cause an issue, or change 
something that could cause a need for 
retraining for people. Or the school may 
adopt a new program and need retraining 
for people. Or something physically could 
happen to (students’) devices.

Q: How durable is the equipment 
when it comes to kids who might be a lit-
tle rough with it?

A: I don’t want to jinx it, but the stu-
dents have been very, very good at tak-
ing care of their equipment.

Q: Do you handle a central server or a 
network that the schools share?

A: GCI delivers fiber to the high school, 
and they take care of the fiber link be-
tween the high school and this building 
(school district offices), and then we’re 
responsible for everything else — the 
interior cabling in both buildings, the 
wireless access points, we have several 

servers of our own, but a lot of it’s done 
online.

Q: What’s your favorite thing about 
tech?

A: I like the variety. It’s a different 
problem to solve every day.

Q: What are your long-term goals for 
your department?

A: When you start out any job, you want 
it to go smoothly, and that’s really what the 
goal is for the department; I’d like things 
to start running smoothly for all the people 
that the department serves. Over the last 
couple of years, they’ve switched tech di-
rectors, and I’m the third one in two years, I 
think. The technology is constantly chang-
ing. Every time you have to break someone 
new in, it takes a while.

Q: How do you think your background 
education has informed and benefitted 
your position here?

A: It’s an understanding of what the 
teachers are trying to do and the difficul-
ties they have in the classroom, and try-
ing to make it so that they can do their job 
well, so the students can do better. 

Bob Russell takes helm as schools’ tech director

PHOTO BY MARC LUTZ/WRANGELL SENTINEL
Bob Russell is the school district’s new tech director. He maintains all the computers, servers and other technology in the elementary, middle 
and high schools.

AT A GLANCE
Name: Bob Russell
Age: 53
Spouse: Kimberly Russell
Hobbies: Rafting, being outdoors

Sentinel staff
The state has submitted for 

review its plan to spend $50 
million in federal funds to help 
homeowners financially strained 
during the pandemic by loss of 
income to pay their mortgages.

The U.S. Treasury Depart-
ment is reviewing Alaska’s 
plan, along with those from oth-
er states.

“Our mortgage plan is with 
Treasury for review and ap-
proval,” Stacy Barnes, govern-
mental affairs director at the 
Alaska Housing Finance Corp., 
said last week.

The $50 million is Alaska’s 
allocation of the $9.96 billion 
Congress appropriated for 
mortgage relief in the American 
Rescue Plan Act this past spring.

The assistance for homeown-
ers is in addition to the $242 
million in federal pandemic aid 
designated for renters in Alaska. 
AHFC has been managing that 
program since the summer, and 
had distributed $163 million 
for rent and utility assistance to 
more than 55,300 households as 

of Monday.
The agency continues to send 

out payments to help with rent 
in three-month increments, as 
tenants verify their continued 
loss of work or income due to the 
pandemic’s hit to the economy.

As of last Monday, AHFC had 
distributed more than $326,000 
in assistance for 68 rental house-
holds in Wrangell.

While many other states have 
been slow to distribute the fed-
erally funded rental assistance 
payments, Alaska has consis-
tently been among the leaders 
in sending out the payments, 
according to Treasury Depart-
ment statistics. Congress ap-
propriated $25 billion to states, 
municipalities and tribes for the 
rental aid program.

“Providing critical resourc-
es to landlords and tenants 
statewide, in conjunction with 
statewide nonprofit agencies 
and tribal partners, has proven 
to be foundational for shaping 
the highly successful program,” 
Bryan Butcher, chief executive 
officer at AHFC, said last week.

State waiting for federal 
review of mortgage relief 
program before it can start
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By garlanD KenneDy
Sitka Sentinel staff writer

Two years ago, a Russian-flagged inflat-
able catamaran sailed into Sitka, conclud-
ing a multi-year voyage from central Rus-
sia, through the Siberian river network, 
across the Bering Sea and along the Alaska 
coast.

The vessel’s Siberia-based crew now 
plans to repeat the voyage in reverse next 
spring and summer.

Owner and captain of the Iskatel, Ana-
toly Kazakevich, said he had planned to 
begin the return trip last summer, but the 
pandemic sank those plans.

The Iskatel — which translates to English 
as “The Seeker” — arrived here in August 
2019, after retracing the route taken by 
Russians in the 18th and 19th centuries.

Once in Sitka, Kazakevich arranged to 
have his 40-foot inflatable stored until he 
had the chance to put it to sea again.

In a Zoom call late last month, Kazakev-
ich said he and his crew plan to return to 
Sitka in the spring to make repairs on Iska-
tel and begin the long voyage back to Si-
beria.

“Two years ago, we finished … and now 
we wait on two questions. First of all is 
COVID, questions with COVID, but I hope 
after winter in spring the situation will be 
better,” Kazakevich said in the call from 
Irkutsk, in central Russia, about 4,200 air 
miles west of Sitka.

“And the second situation is a visa. Rus-
sia and the USA have a political problem 
with visas and we have a way to make a 
visa for next year, and I hope in the winter 
time we will do this. And in May or June 
we will come next year and prepare boat 
for organization expedition.”

The initial voyage to Sitka took several 
years, and Kazakevich hopes next year to 
sail the first leg, about 900 miles, to Kodiak 
or Homer. But first, the boat needs some 
repairs after years on shore, exposed to the 
elements. The vessel is propelled by four 
sails and twin outboard engines. A large 
tent on the deck offers shelter to the crew.

He said the initial leg of the return voy-
age will be a good test to ensure the boat is 
ready for the Bering Sea.

“We have to prepare the catamaran, 
we have to buy new masts and do a lot 
of things. We have a big shadow for this. 
And after we replace and fix all problems, 
we have to test a way for 3,000 kilometers 
(almost 2,000 miles) … because across the 
Bering Sea and across the Bering Strait is a 
difficult way and the catamaran has to be 
prepared excellently,” Kazakevich said.

Last month, Iskatel crew member An-
drey Gridnev was in Sitka to check on the 
condition of the vessel and make prelim-
inary preparations for next summer. He 
was happy to say the vessel remains in de-
cent condition.

“When I came down and checked out 

our boat … in spite of all those years it 
looks great,” Gridnev said.

Back in 2019, Gridnev crewed the cata-
maran from Whittier to Sitka on the final 
leg of the voyage. “This is his (Kazakev-
ich’s) life,” he said. “My part was there in 
2019 from Whittier right down to Sitka,” 
Gridnev said.

He especially appreciated the help of 
Greg George, operations supervisor for the 
University of Alaska Southeast in Sitka. 
“We were in a worry, what’s happening? 
… He was taking care about the boat all 
these years,” Gridnev said.

It sits today where it was pulled up on 
land in 2019, not far from the UAS boat 
ramp.

Tensions between the United States and 
Russia are high, and Kazakevich compared 
the political dynamic to a “glass wall” that 
separates neighbors.

“This wall is just in our mind, but we are 
neighbors and all people are interested and 

all people who live in Alaska are interest-
ed in how people live in Siberia,” he said. 
“And people in Siberia are very interested 
in how people live in Alaska, they can com-
municate. We can exchange experiences 
and we can try to do something together.”

He hopes that Alaskans will join him on 
his expedition next year.

“Next year, it’s our plan in June and we 
will start and we hope maybe some people 
from Alaska will come into our crew and 
we will do an international crew, it will be 
more interesting,” he said.

Looking back on his 2019 voyage, he 
most misses the people he encountered 
along the way, comparing them to a fam-
ily.

“First of all, I think … the people who 
live in this territory in the coastline, (and) 
on the rivers are a people who live with na-
ture and they are a very open people and 
friendship of all people is good,” he said.

After his return to Russia two years ago, 
he said, he made a number of presenta-
tions about his voyage and met with Rus-
sian President Vladimir Putin.

Kazakevich extended an invitation to 
anyone interested in the expedition.

“The Alaskan people are very friendly 
and it’s very important that we know that 
Americans and people from Russia can 
trust each other and are friendly to each 
other. Come down to our place and we’ll 
host you,” he said.

More information on Kazakevich’s ad-
ventures is available on en.baikal-alaska.
ru/.

Russian catamaran crew plans return voyage 
from Sitka next year after delayed by pandemic

PHOTO BY JAMES POULSON/SITKA SENTINEL
Bill Foster checks out the 40-foot Russian-flagged inflatable catamaran Iskatel that has been 
hauled out near the University of Alaska Southeast parking lot in Sitka for the past two years. 
The pandemic put a halt to the international sailing trip, but the skipper, Anatoly Kazakevich, is 
hopeful about resuming the adventure next spring and sailing to Siberia.

“First of all, I think … the 
people who live in this territory 
in the coastline, (and) on the 
rivers are a people who live with 
nature and they are a very open 
people and friendship of all 
people is good.”

Cpt. Anatoly Kazakevich

Juneau public health officials 
have tentatively scheduled vac-
cine clinics in schools beginning 
next Monday, Nov. 8.

The Anchorage School Dis-
trict expects to offer evening 
and weekend vaccination clinics 
for youth, Superintendent Dee-
na Bishop said in a letter to fam-
ilies on Monday. The district has 
more than 21,000 children in the 
5- to 11-year-old age group.

The Anchorage clinics are not 
intended to convince anyone to 
get their child vaccinated, Bish-
op said. The inoculations are 
optional and dependent on pa-
rental consent.

Though Alaska’s rate of new 
COVID-19 infections dropped 
the past week — down to an 
average of 600 a day Oct. 27 
through Tuesday, Nov. 2 — 
it’s still the highest per-capita 
among the 50 states, according 
to the CDC. Tuesday’s count 
was 499 new cases, according to 
state officials.

In Wrangell, after 10 new cas-
es were reported Oct. 23-26, offi-
cials reported just two more cas-
es in the last days of the month 
— and then three on Tuesday.

All three are Wrangell res-
idents, all are close contacts 
of previously identified cases, 
and all were showing symp-
toms of the illness, the bor-
ough reported.

As the statewide case count 
declines, so too do hospitaliza-
tions. COVID-19 patients re-
ceiving hospital care totaled 184 
on Tuesday, according to state 
officials, down from the record 
of 236 set last week.

While health care providers 
across the state gear up to ad-
minister the vaccine to younger 
children, the vaccination rate 
for Alaskans already eligible 
for the shot continues to inch 
up, though very slowly. It was 
at 65% statewide on Tuesday. 
Wrangell, which had been at 
61% three months ago, was at 
69% on Tuesday, though still 
the lowest in Southeast.

Vaccines
Continued from page 1

the staffing woes.
The airline reported it can-

celed nearly 21% of its flights 
on Sunday alone — more than 
1,000 in all. 

Southwest Airlines ignited a 
flurry of customer complaints 
three weeks ago when it can-
celed 3,100 flights over four 
days because of storms, staff 
shortages and other problems. 
Southwest said it needs to hire 
more staff to avoid a repeat. 

Airlines nationwide have 
been caught with insufficient 
planes and staff as travel is re-
bounding stronger and faster 
than many had expected.

Transportation Security Ad-
ministration data shows that 
the average daily number of 
passengers screened through 
airport security last week 
reached 1.8 million, about 84% 
of the same week in 2019. That 
was the highest number, other 
than holiday-weekend peaks, 
since the start of the pandemic 
in March 2020. 

American is hiring pilots, 
flight attendants and support 
staff to handle the growing 
passenger load, Chief Oper-
ating Officer David Seymour 
wrote in an Oct. 30 letter to 
employees. The airline plans 
to have almost 1,800 flight at-
tendants return from leave 
starting this week, with plans 
to add 600 newly hired atten-
dants by the end of December.

Flights
Continued from page 1
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By marc lutz
Sentinel editor

The borough assembly has 
approved $75,600 to begin 
upgrades to the community’s 
water treatment plant.

Assembly members on Oct. 
26 agreed with the adminis-
tration’s recommendation to 
move forward with the first 
phase in a multi-part solu-
tion to the ailing water filtra-
tion and delivery system. The 
funds would be used to buy 
two closed-loop cooling sys-
tems valued at $37,800 each.

Tom Wetor, director of pub-
lic works, explained that treat-
ed plant water is used to cool 
components within the ozone 
generators, one of the steps in 
the filtration process. But the 
water could contain elements 
that build up over time and 
clog the passageways of the 
ozone generators.

The new cooling systems 
use a fluid that is recycled 
rather than using treated 
plant water. That would keep 
passageways from getting 
blocked over time, he said.

Ozone, which is injected into 
the water at the plant, bubbles 
up and oxidizes iron, manga-
nese and sulfur to form metal 

oxides that can be filtered out 
before the treated water is sent 
to users.

To complete more of the 
necessary upgrades at the 
plant, Primozone, the compa-
ny supplying the equipment, 
quoted $282,980 for the cool-
ing system, new compressors 
and other pieces. The com-
pressors are past their sug-
gested lifespan and have nev-
er been strong enough for the 
current ozone generators.

Wetor said Borough Man-
ager Lisa Von Bargen recom-
mended starting with just the 
cooling system and compres-
sors to see if those items ad-
dress the problem. If not, two 
other fixes — a power condi-
tioner to filter out anomalies 
and a deep inspection of the 
skeletal infrastructure of the 
ozone generators — would be 
considered.

The $75,600 approved last 
week covers just the cooling 
units; the new compressors will 
be covered in a separate bid.

Wetor expects the assembly 
will consider at its next meet-
ing a sole-source procurement 
from Primozone for the cool-
ing system. He is unsure of a 
delivery date.

Assembly approves money 
for water treatment upgrade

Sports Roundup

By marc lutz
Sentinel editor

Three swimmers on the high school team will 
travel to Anchorage this weekend for the state 
championship after placing first in their events at 
regionals last weekend in Ketchikan.

Renée Roberts and Nikolai Siekawitch will 
compete in two events each, and Jack Roberts 
will compete in one event and be an alternate 
for another at the state competition Friday and 
Saturday.

Renée Roberts will compete in the 50-yard 
freestyle and 100-yard freestyle. Siekawitch will 
compete in the 100-yard butterfly and 100-yard 
breaststroke. Jack Roberts will compete in the 
100-yard freestyle and will be an alternate for the 
50-yard freestyle.

Overall, the  Wrangell team had eight personal 
bests, according to head coach Jamie Roberts. Max 
Lloyd came in under 30 seconds in the 50-yard 
freestyle; Lloyd, Renée Roberts and Jack Roberts 
all achieved personal bests in their individual 
events; Alisha Armstrong and Tyson Messmer 
achieved personal bests in one event each; Jack 
Roberts was the first Wrangell swimmer to come 
in below 51 seconds in the 100-yard freestyle; and 
Renée Roberts broke a Ketchikan pool record in 
the 100-yard freestyle.

Jimmy Baggen, Tyson Messmer and Renée Rob-
erts earned the all-academic award presented to 
seniors who maintain a grade point average of 3.0 

or higher. Messmer and Roberts also earned the 
Great Sports Award, given to “players whose per-
formance during the season exemplifies the high-
est standards of sportsmanship.”

Results for regionals last weekend:
Alisha Armstrong: 15th, 50-yard freestyle 

(31.40); 10th, 100-yard breaststroke with a person-
al best (1:37.28)

Jimmy Baggen: 10th, 50-yard freestyle (24.71); 
13th, 100-yard freestyle (56.60)

Max Lloyd: 19th, 50-yard freestyle with a per-
sonal best (29.25); 18th, 100-yard freestyle with a 
personal best (1:06.98)

Ashleigh Loomis: 13th, 50-yard freestyle (30.18); 
11th, 100-yard freestyle (1:06.44)

Tyson Messmer: 13th, 50-yard freestyle (25.94); 
12th, 100-yard freestyle with a personal best 
(56.47)

Jack Roberts: sixth, 50-yard freestyle with a per-
sonal best (23.49); fourth, 100-yard freestyle with 
a personal best (50.81)

Renée Roberts: second, 50-yard freestyle with 
a personal best (25.19); second, 100-yard freestyle 
with a personal best (54.78)

Nikolai Siekawitch: fourth, 100-yard butterfly 
(56.26); fifth, 100-yard breaststroke (1:04.60)

Boys 200-yard medley relay team (Messmer, 
Siekawitch, Baggen, Roberts) placed fifth (1:49.37)

Boys 200-yard freestyle relay team (Messmer, 
Baggen, Roberts, Siekawitch) placed fifth (1:39.40)

Three swimmers advance to state tourney

PHOTO COURTESY OF JAMIE ROBERTS
From left: Seniors Renée Roberts, Tyson Messmer and Jimmy Baggen 
each received an all-academic award after last weekend’s regionals in 
Ketchikan. Roberts is one of three swimmers who qualified for state.

By Sarah aSlam
Sentinel reporter

The borough finance depart-
ment has “found” $2 million 
to add to its ledger of cash, 
cash equivalents and long- 
and short-term investments, 
boosting the total to closer to 
$38 million.

The money wasn’t lost as 
much as left off a ledger. 

Joyce Mason, the finance di-
rector in 2020, had transferred 
$2 million from a UBS operat-
ing investment account into a 
KeyBank account invested in 
the Alaska Municipal League 
Investment Pool, said Mason 
Villarma, finance director.

“That $2 million has been 
sitting in that KeyBank ac-
count since May of 2020,” said 

Villarma. “After digging a lit-
tle bit, we discovered that was 
a separate account.”

The Key Bank account con-
tinues to exist, but Villarma 
did not include it in his report 
of cash and investments at the 
Oct. 12 assembly work session 
because the finance depart-
ment didn’t know it was there. 

That means the additional 
$2 million should have been 
added to the fund balance, ac-
cording to Villarma’s update 
to the assembly on Oct. 26. 

“It’s not new money,” Vil-
larma said. “It was just never 
recorded very diligently.”

Villarma started in the job in 
September, after the borough 
had been without a finance di-
rector since February. 

Borough’s finance director 
clears up accounting problem

By Sarah aSlam
Sentinel reporter

The Wrangell Senior Center 
wants to buy another bus for 
moving people around town, 
adding a four-wheel-drive vehi-
cle to its operation, but it could be 
2024 before the bus gets to town.

The senior center already op-
erates two buses, one for people 
and one for deliveries, but nei-
ther is four-wheel-drive, said 
Solvay Gillen, site manager at 
the senior center. Buying a four-
wheel-drive bus would be help-
ful in the winter, she said. 

“Some of those roads are diffi-
cult to access in the wintertime,” 
Gillen said. “It makes a huge 
difference.” 

The $135,000 bus from Schet-

ky Bus & Van Sales, the vendor 
the senior center has bought 
its buses from in the past, with 
locations in Oregon and Wash-
ington, would have cost $90,000 
before the global supply chain 
slowdown snagged it, like so 
many other orders and supplies, 
and inflated the cost.   

The bus likely will not arrive 
until 2024, said April Huber, nu-
trition and transportation region-
al coordinator at Southeast Senior 
Services, a division of Catholic 
Community Service, which op-
erates the Wrangell Senior Cen-
ter. She said based on shortages, 
it will take a year to get one after 
they place the order. And they 
still need to secure the funds. 

As part of that effort to cov-

er the cost, the Wrangell Coor-
dinated Transportation Group 
held a remote video meeting 
last Thursday as required to be 
eligible for state funds from the 
Department of Transportation’s 
2023 grant cycle. 

 The group is seeking a grant to 
cover 80% of the cost of the bus, 
with a local match of 20%, said 
Marianne Mills, Southeast Senior 
Services program director at Cath-
olic Community Service in Juneau. 

Meanwhile, the center hired a 
second driver on Monday, Gil-
len said, which should help fill 
gaps in services for seniors and 
people with disabilities. 

Sara Aleksieva, senior center 
bus driver, spoke at the virtual 
meeting about how nice it would 
be to have a driver available lat-
er in the day. The center’s bus 
is not always available to take 
seniors shopping for groceries, 
to religious services, or even just 
out and about when they want a 
change of scenery, she said.

Alicia Gillen, executive assistant 
at SEARHC, said seniors use the 
bus to get to their medical appoint-
ments, and residents in long-term 
care use it to get around. 

Lansing Hayes, a Wrangell se-
nior, who will be offering an up-
coming tai chi class at the center, 
said, “I only ride the bus.”  

Senior center seeks state grant for new bus
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Long-time Wrangell resident Lester Allan Schultz, 60, died Oct. 
23 at the Wrangell Medical Center. A memorial service and celebra-
tion of life is planned for 1 p.m. Nov. 14 at the Elks. The event is a 
community potluck.

His family will spread his ashes at the family cabin at Olive Cove.
Schultz was born July 27, 1961, in Petersburg, but grew up and 

lived in Wrangell. “His whole life was here,” daughter Shayna 
Schultz said. He fished commercially with friends in his 20s, and 
enjoyed hunting with friends, too.

“He was a real talkative guy,” his daughter said.
He worked as a longshoreman for 37 years, retiring at age 55. He 

would travel for work, with longshoring jobs taking him to Ket-
chikan and as far away as Dutch Harbor.

He was preceded in death by his parents, Loretta and August 
“Rabbit” Schultz; sisters, Debra Clark, Julie Cogan and Harriet 
Bangs; brothers, John Schultz and David Swetzoff; and nephew, 
Billy Cogan.

Survivors include daughters, Krystal Shover and Shayna Schultz; 
brother, Augie Schultz; and many nieces and nephews.

In lieu of flowers, the family asks that people consider donating to 
the Wrangell Volunteer Fire Department or Wrangell Senior Center.

Lester Schultz celebration 
of life November 14

LESTER ALLAN SCHULTZ

KENAI (AP) — An impromptu fundraiser to 
allow a Kenai library to purchase books amid 
accusations of censorship has twice surpassed 
its goal.

The fund was established after the Kenai 
City Council delayed accepting a federal 
grant until the library director provides a list 
of the books that would be purchased with 
the money.

The council voted Oct. 20 to postpone action 
that would have accepted a grant to buy li-
brary materials related to health and wellness, 
including mental health, suicide prevention, 
self-care and reference books about Medicare 
and Medicaid.

The council asked Library Director Katja 
Wolfe to provide an inventory of proposed 
purchases to be funded by the grant from 
the Network of the National Library of Med-
icine. Some council members voiced concerns 
about the request, with one saying it could be 
viewed as censorship and another calling it a 
“slippery slope.”

Two Kenai Peninsula residents, Sova-
la Kisena and Todd Smith, organized the 
crowdsourcing page to raise funds for the 
library and act as a positive response to the 
council’s action.

“It’s the definition of censorship and it both-
ered me,” Smith said.

The goal was $1,500, which would match 
the amount of the grant. They hit that in three 
hours. They upped the goal to $5,000, which 
was also surpassed. The account stood at 
$6,752 as of Oct. 27.

“It’s good to see the community come to-
gether on a topic that’s important,” Kisena 
said.

Before the council voted to postpone action 
at the Oct. 20 meeting, one resident questioned 
whether any of the books that would be pur-
chased would be about the coronavirus. “Are 
there any COVID titles?” asked Sharon Efta, 
of Kenai.

“I think it’s irresponsible to just blan-

ket rubber stamp something that you don’t 
know anything about,” Efta then told coun-
cil members.

Dave Peck, of Kenai, said he took particular 
issue with the term “equity,” used in the name 
of the award, and asked if the grant would 
be “enhancing some sort of a federal agenda 
which would not necessarily represent the 
views of the people of Kenai.”

“I think equity can create division,” Peck 
said.

Council member Te ea Winger said she was 
concerned about the funding of the grant, 
and member Jim Glendenning asked whether 
they could postpone accepting the grant until 
the council could see an inventory of the pro-
posed purchases.

Multiple people voiced concerns about the 
council waiting for a list of books before vot-
ing on the grant.

Council member Henry Knackstedt called 
the move a “slippery slope,” adding what ti-
tles would be purchased was not pertinent 
to him.

Council member Glenese Pettey said it’s im-
portant that resources available in the library 
are not censored.

“Making sure that we have books that rep-
resent different points of view in our library 
and not censoring information and protecting 
our freedom of speech and freedom of access 
is highly important,” Pettey said.

Kenai City Manager Paul Ostrander said the 
library received $59,000 last year to buy books 
at its discretion.

Any funds raised through the crowdsourc-
ing site will be given to the Friends of the Ke-
nai Community Library, which can then do-
nate the money to the library. Ostrander said 
the council will still need to approve the trans-
fer of funds to the library.

Donors come to rescue of Kenai library 
after city council asks to see list of books
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The Associated Press
Alaska and 17 other states filed three 

separate lawsuits last Friday to block 
President Joe Biden’s COVID-19 vacci-
nation mandate for federal contractors, 
arguing that the requirement violates 
federal law.

Attorneys general from Alaska, Ar-
kansas, Iowa, Missouri, Montana, Ne-
braska, New Hampshire, North Dakota, 
South Dakota and Wyoming signed on to 
one lawsuit, which was filed in a federal 
district court in Missouri. Another group 
of states including Georgia, Alabama, 
Idaho, Kansas, South Carolina, Utah and 
West Virginia filed a lawsuit in federal 
district court in Georgia.

Texas also sued individually last Fri-
day.

The states asked the courts to block 
Biden’s requirement that all employ-
ees of federal contractors be vaccinated 

against the coronavirus by Dec. 8, ar-
guing that the mandate violates federal 
procurement law and is an overreach of 
federal power.

“If the federal government attempts 
to unconstitutionally exert its will and 
force federal contractors to mandate vac-
cinations, the workforce and businesses 
could be decimated, further exacerbating 
the supply chain and workforce crises,” 
Missouri Attorney General Eric Schmitt, 
a Republican, said in a statement.

“The federal government should not 
be mandating vaccinations, and that’s 
why we filed suit today,” Schmitt said.

New Hampshire’s Republican Attor-
ney General John Formella said in a state-
ment that COVID vaccines are safe, effec-
tive and encouraged, but that the benefits 
“do not justify violating the law.”

Florida sued last Thursday, bringing to 
19 the number of states challenging the 

Biden administration mandate in four 
federal courts.

Biden has argued that sweeping vac-
cine mandates will help end the deadly 
pandemic, but Republicans nationwide 
have opposed the vaccination require-
ments and have threatened to bring sim-
ilar legal challenges.

A number of states have also said they 
will challenge Biden’s plan to have the 
U.S. Occupational Safety and Health Ad-
ministration issue a rule that would man-
date vaccines for all private businesses 
with 100 or more employees.

“We will not allow the Biden admin-
istration to circumvent the law or force 
hardworking Georgians to choose be-
tween their livelihood or this vaccine,” 
Republican Gov. Brian Kemp of Georgia 
said in a statement.

The Democratic Party of Georgia 
called the state’s lawsuit a “dangerous 

political stunt.”
All the suits argue that the president 

doesn’t have the authority to issue the 
rule and that it violates procurement law. 
The suits also argue that the rule violates 
the 10th Amendment reserving power to 
the states, illegally uses federal spending 
to coerce the states, and that 60 days of 
public comment wasn’t properly allowed.

The states argue that large number 
of federal contract workers will quit, 
meaning states will have to choose be-
tween breaching the contracts because 
of a reduced labor force that can’t do all 
the work, or breaching the contracts by 
retaining unvaccinated employees in vi-
olation of federal rules.

All but two of the states that have sued 
trail the national average in vaccination 
rate. Only New Hampshire and Florida 
exceed the nationwide rate.

Alaska, 17 other states file lawsuits to block vaccination mandate

HONOLULU (AP) — Ha-
waii’s COVID-19 case counts 
and hospitalizations have de-
clined to the point where the 
islands are welcoming travel-
ers once again.

Gov. David Ige said vaca-
tioners and business travelers 
were welcome to return to the 
islands starting Monday.

His Oct. 19 announcement 
came nearly two months after 
he asked travelers on Aug. 23 
to avoid Hawaii because case 
counts were surging with the 
spread of the highly transmis-
sible Delta variant and hos-
pitals were becoming over-
whelmed. The state didn’t 
impose any new travel quar-
antine restrictions, and Ige’s 

plea was a mere request. Even 
so, it prompted thousands of 
travelers to cancel plans to 
visit Hawaii.

In the intervening 
months, Hawaii’s seven-day 
average of daily new cases has 
plummeted from 900 to 117. 
COVID-19 hospitalizations 
have dropped from more than 
400 to about 100 statewide.

“I think we are all encour-
aged by what we’ve seen 
over the last several weeks 
with the continuing trend of 
lower case counts,’’ Ige said 
in remarks at a ceremony 
opening a new airport facility 
in Kailua-Kona. “Our hospi-
tals are doing better, and we 
have fewer COVID patients 

in them. Most importantly, 
our health care system has 
responded, and we have the 
ability to move forward with 
economic recovery.”

To avoid a 10-day quaran-
tine upon arrival, travelers 
must show proof of vaccina-
tion or a negative COVID-19 
test taken within 72 hours of 
their departure for Hawaii.

Most visitors to Ha-
waii during the pandemic 
have come from the other 49 
states, in part because coun-
tries like Japan still have strict 
quarantine requirements for 
those returning to home after 
traveling abroad.

Hawaii welcomes back tourists 
as state’s COVID cases decline

ANCHORAGE (AP) — The 
board of the Alaska Railroad 
has voted unanimously to re-
scind a requirement for all of 
its employees to be vaccinated 
against COVID-19.

Initially, railroad employees 
were supposed to be vaccinat-
ed by Dec. 8 to comply with 
vaccine requirements ordered 
by President Joe Biden that, in 
part, required vaccination for 
employees of contractors doing 
business with the federal gov-
ernment. The railroad is a feder-
al contractor.

An email sent to railroad 
employees on Oct. 22 said the 
railroad must meet the stan-
dard. But the board decision 
on Oct. 26 followed legal chal-
lenges that have been filed 
elsewhere seeking to block the 
federal mandate, Alaska Rail-
road spokesperson Tim Sulli-
van said.

The board could revisit its 
decision, depending on the out-
come of the vaccine mandate le-
gal challenges, he said.

Sullivan said nearly 53% of 
the railroad’s 692 employees are 
vaccinated.

Failure to comply with the 
vaccine mandate could cost 
the state-owned corporation 
millions of dollars in federal 
grants and contracts, and the 
space it leases from the U.S. 
Forest Service in Anchorage, 
Sullivan said.

Board members expressed 
reluctance to require vaccina-
tions.

”We have one of our U.S. 
senators that has implored us 
and others within the state 
of Alaska not to make these 
decisions until there is more 
certainty on what direction is 
the country is headed on this,” 
board member John Binkley 
said, referring to comments 
made recently by Republican 
U.S. Sen. Dan Sullivan.

”There just seems to be a lot 
of state of flux in terms of how 
this is going to manifest itself,” 
Binkley said.

Alaska Railroad rescinds 
vaccination requirement

WASHINGTON (AP) — Federal health officials have extend-
ed for nearly three more months its rules that cruise ships must 
follow to sail during the pandemic, adding that the government 
will move to a voluntary program next year.

The U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention said the 
extension makes only “minor modifications” to rules already in 
effect. The agency said that after Jan. 15 it plans to move to a vol-
untary program for cruise companies to detect and control the 
spread of COVID-19 on their ships.

The current regulations, called a conditional sailing order, 
were scheduled to expire on Nov. 1.

The CDC imposed the first no-sail order on cruise lines in 
March 2020, after most companies sailing in U.S. waters had 
agreed to suspend voyages. The CDC issue technical guidelines 
for the industry five months later, and began approving trial sail-
ings this spring.

Cruises have since sailed from Alaska, Florida and other parts 
of the country. Most lines require adult passengers to show proof 
of vaccination against COVID-19, in addition to following the 
federal rules.

The CDC noted on Twitter that since it first issued restrictions 
on sailing, cruise lines have developed and implemented health 
and safety protocols to manage COVID-19 and have resumed 
cruising.

A cruise industry trade group pledged to continue working 
with federal officials on health measures on board ships. It cited 
the CDC announcement as evidence that lines have made a suc-
cessful — if only partial — return since the pandemic shut down 
the industry worldwide.

Industry officials have complained that the government took a 
much tougher stance against cruising — shutting it down entire-
ly last year — than it took toward airlines and other parts of the 
travel industry.

Federal COVID rules 
will be voluntary for 
cruise lines next year



SPOKANE, Wash. (AP) — A 
federal judge on Tuesday grant-
ed a stay in litigation seeking to 
save endangered salmon runs 
on the Columbia and Snake riv-
ers.

U.S. District Judge Michael 
Simon in Portland granted a re-
quest by both sides in the law-
suit seeking the stay until July 
31, 2022, so they can try to nego-
tiate a settlement in the lawsuit.

Fishing and conservation 
groups joined with the state of 
Oregon, the Nez Perce Tribe 
and the Biden administration to 
seek the pause in litigation chal-
lenging the latest federal plan 
for hydropower operations on 
the Snake and Columbia rivers 
that are blamed by many for 
killing salmon.

The federal lawsuit, filed 
against the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers, Bureau of Reclama-
tion, Bonneville Power Admin-
istration, U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service and the National Marine 
Fisheries Service, involves the 
most recent plan for dam oper-
ations issued by the Trump ad-
ministration in late 2020.

The conservation groups, 
along with the state and the Nez 
Perce, sued to block the Trump 
administration plan and filed 
a request for an immediate in-
junction to dramatically increase 
water flow through the dams to 
help salmon migrate through 
the Snake and Columbia rivers 
to the ocean to mature.

The two sides last week told 
the judge they had reached an 
agreement on how eight feder-
al dams in the Columbia River 
Basin will be operated over the 
coming year. This will include 
additional spill of water past 
the dams at certain times of year 
to aid fish migration, while still 
preserving reliable hydropower 
production, transportation and 
other services provided by the 
dams.

Increasing the amount of wa-
ter next spring for a brief time 
will help juvenile salmon pass 
through the dams and avoid the 
fish-killing turbines during mi-
gration.

The Columbia River Basin 
was once the greatest salm-
on-producing river system in 
the world. But dams built in the 
basin are blamed by conserva-
tionists for pushing salmon runs 
toward extinction. Four dams 
along the Snake River in eastern 
Washington state — Ice Harbor, 
Little Goose, Lower Monumen-
tal and Lower Granite — slow 
passage along the lower Snake 
River, a major migration corri-
dor linking pristine cold-water 
streams in central Idaho to the 
Pacific Ocean.

About $17 billion has been 
spent over two decades in ef-
forts to prevent salmon extinc-
tion. Because of that, many 
groups continue to demand 
those four dams be breached.

Dam supporters blame de-
clining salmon runs on oth-
er factors, such as changing 
ocean conditions. Opponents 
of breaching the dams include 
river users and mostly Republi-
can politicians in the region who 
argue the dams provide many 
benefits, such as electricity, river 
navigation and irrigation.

In another development last 

Friday, Washington Gov. Jay In-
slee and U.S. Sen. Patty Murray, 
of Washington, said they were 
exploring options to breach the 
four Snake River dams and re-
place the benefits they provide.

“The next step is for us to de-
fine how to replace the services 
of the Snake River dams if they 
are breached,” Inslee said. “We 
know that they are a salmon 
impediment, we know that the 
salmon are on the verge of ex-
tinction, and we also know that 
they do provide services upon 
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 DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND GAME 
PUBLIC NOTICE 

 
The Wrangell Fish and Game Advisory Committee will hold a 

public meeting and election on Tuesday, November 9, 2021, at 7 
p.m. in the Wrangell Fire Hall and via Zoom web conference. All 
are welcome to attend. 

Agenda items will include the following items: elections, 
Board of Fish proposals, updates, other business as needed. 

To join the meeting from a computer or phone, use the 
following Zoom link or phone number, and enter the meeting ID. 

Zoom Meeting Link: https://us06web.zoom.us/j/87191393011 
Phone: 1-253-215-8782 and enter Meeting ID: 871 9139 3011 
 
Advisory committees are local groups that meet to discuss 

fishing and wildlife issues and to provide recommendations to 
Alaska Board of Fisheries and Alaska Board of Game. All 
meetings are open to the public. Advisory committees are 
intended to provide a local forum on fish and wildlife issues. Their 
purpose includes: 1) developing regulatory proposals, 2) 
evaluating regulatory proposals and making recommendations to 
the appropriate board, 3) providing a local forum for fish and 
wildlife conservation and use, including matters relating to 
habitat, 4) advising the appropriate regional council on resources, 
and 5) consulting with individuals, organizations, and agencies. 

If you are a person who needs a special accommodation in 
order to participate in any of these public meetings, please contact 
Henry at 907-465-6097 no later than 48 hours prior to the meeting, 
to make any necessary arrangements. 
 
Publish Oct. 28 and Nov 4, 2021 

 CITY & BOROUGH OF WRANGELL 
PUBLIC NOTICE 

 
Pursuant to the City and Borough of Wrangell, Alaska, 

Borough Charter, Sec. 4, public notice is hereby given that the 
following ordinance listed by title only has been adopted by the 
Borough Assembly. Such ordinances are currently on file in the 
office of the Borough Clerk and may be inspected upon request. 

Ordinance No. 1013 of the assembly of the City and Borough 
of Wrangell, Alaska, amending Section 5.09.010, Definitions, and 
Section 5.09.015, Excise Tax on Marijuana, in Title 5, Revenue 
and Finance, of the Wrangell Municipal Code. 

Kim Lane, MMC, Borough Clerk 
City & Borough of Wrangell, Alaska 

 
Publish Nov. 4, 2021 

 CITY & BOROUGH OF WRANGELL 
PUBLIC NOTICE 

 
Pursuant to the City & Borough of Wrangell Code, Sec. 

3.04.080, notice is hereby given that the regular assembly 
meetings of the assembly shall be held on the second and fourth 
Tuesday of the month and shall begin at 6 p.m. 

If any such Tuesday shall fall on a legal holiday as defined by 
the laws of the State of Alaska, the meetings scheduled for that 
day shall be held at the same hour on the next succeeding day 
which is not a holiday. Separate notice for the regular assembly 
meetings shall not be required. There will be no regular meetings 
the second Tuesday in July and August and fourth Tuesday in 
December. 

If a work session is scheduled preceding the regular assembly 
meeting, publication shall be made on the website and posted at 
City Hall and the post office that the regular assembly meeting 
shall begin at 7 p.m. 

Kim Lane, MMC, Borough Clerk 
City & Borough of Wrangell, Alaska 

 
Publish Nov. 4, 2021 

 WRANGELL COOPERATIVE ASSOCIATION 
MAINTENANCE FACILITY 

PRE-ENGINEERED METAL BUILING 
SUPPLY CONTRACT 

 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT the Wrangell 

Cooperative Association (WCA) is soliciting bids for supplying a 
pre-engineered steel metal building. The lump-sum base bid and 
alternate bid shall include all materials, structural steel, secondary 
steel such as purlins and girts, insulated metal panels, door 
framing, mechanical openings and misc. metal fabrications as 
shown on the drawings. Installation of the metal building is not a 
part of the bid. 

To receive the Invitation for Bid (IFB), contact: 907-874-3077, 
office of Bill Willard. Each firm must register with WCA by 
sending an email to: wwillard@wca-t.com to receive the IFB 
documents. The IFB documents will also be posted on The Plans 
Room. Bids from unregistered bidders will not be accepted. The 
required email must include the firm name, address and telephone 
number. No faxed or oral bids will be allowed.  

Bid Submission Deadline: To be considered, bids must be 
emailed to Bill Willard, Wrangell Cooperative Association, at 
wwillard@wca-t.com by 2 p.m. local time, on December 3, 2021. 
 
Publish Nov. 4, 10, 18 and 24, 2021  CITY & BOROUGH OF WRANGELL 

NOTICE OF JOB OPENING 
Tire Shredder – Temporary 

SANITATION DEPARTMENT 
 
The Wrangell Sanitation Department will accept applications 

for two temporary positions of Tire Shredder. These positions are 
open until filled. These are part-time positions open for the period 
of time the City and Borough of Wrangell has the equipment on 
site.   

These positions are labor intensive and applicants must have 
the ability to move tires and rims that weigh up to 100 lbs. Must 
have the mechanical understanding of operating small engine 
equipment, including the ability to understand the operating 
manual and safety standards for said equipment. Applicants must 
be at least 18 years old and hold a current, valid Alaska Driver’s 
License as well as a high school diploma or GED equivalent. 

Applications and job descriptions may be returned to Wrangell 
City Hall, 205 Brueger Street, P.O. Box 531, Wrangell, AK 99929 
or via email to rmarshall@wrangell.com. Pay for these positions 
starts at $14.54 per hour DOE. 

The City and Borough of Wrangell is an Equal Employment 
Opportunity Employer. 

Mason Villarma 
Finance Director 

 
Publish Nov. 4 and 10, 2021 

SITKA (AP) — A dozen bears have been killed 
in Sitka this year, including four last week, that 
were deemed dangers to life and property, the 
Daily Sitka Sentinel reported.

The city “has a garbage problem,” Stephen 
Bethune, a wildlife biologist with the state Depart-
ment of Fish and Game, told the borough assem-
bly recently.

“Neither I or any of my agency colleagues like 
killing bears or the labor that ensues but will con-
tinue to do so as necessary,” he said. “However, 
removing bears from the population only serves 
to treat the symptom and fails to cure the root 
problem. As long as that root issue remains, we 
will continue to have bears using our residential 
neighborhoods,” Bethune said.

“That problem can be linked directly to Sitka’s 
current garbage disposal system and the unwill-
ingness or inability of some members of the public 
to properly store trash.”

He urged the use of bear-resistant trash cans 
and said he would encourage the use of electric 
fences to help deter bears.

Teal West owns a car damaged by bears last 
month.

“My back trim and my back bumper were ba-
sically ripped off my car,” West said. “I taped the 
bumper back on but I’m looking at around $6,000 
worth of damage.”

Bethune said one of the bears killed last week 
weighed about 850 pounds. “It might be the bear 
that flipped over a shed,” he said.

The four bears killed last Tuesday and Wednes-
day were skinned and their pelts will be sold by 
the state, he said.

Bethune said he hopes the tension with bears 
in town eases soon. “Hopefully in the next couple 
weeks they’ll disappear, go up into the hills for 
the winter.”

‘Garbage problem’ leads to  
a dozen bears killed in Sitka

Monday, Oct. 25
Noise complaint.
Agency assist: Airport.

Tuesday, Oct. 26
Suspicious vehicle.
Agency assist: Endangered 
adult and ambulance requested.
Disabled vehicle.
Traffic stop: Verbal warning for 
defective trailer lights and up-
to-date registration.
Domestic violence.

Wednesday, Oct. 27
Fraud.
Civil standby.
Agency assist: Ambulance.
Narcotics information. 
Traffic hazzard.

Thursday, Oct. 28
Welfare check.

Domestic violence order viola-
tion: Unfounded.
Agency assist: Ambulance.
Domestic disturbance.

Friday, Oct. 29
Theft.
Agency assist: Ambulance 
requested.
Agency assist: Ambulance 
requested.

Saturday, Oct. 30
Reckless driving.
Traffic stop: Verbal warning for 
defective headlight.
Arrest: Violation conditions of 
release.
Nose complaint.

Sunday, Oct. 31
Agency assist.

Police report

Both sides pause lawsuit to negotiate 
settlement over Columbia River salmon

Continued on page 12
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which a lot of folks and our 
economy depends.”

That proposal is similar 
to one offered by Rep. Mike 
Simpson, an Idaho Republi-
can, who in February said he 
could support breaching the 
dams and investing $33.5 bil-
lion to replace their benefits. 
Simpson’s recommendation 
to breach the dams was met 
with fierce opposition.

“I’m not announcing a 
breaching decision today,” 
Inslee said last week. “I don’t 
want to prejudge that next 
step.”

Samuel Penney, chair-
man of the Nez Perce Tribal 
Council, hailed Inslee and 
Murray’s move.

“The Columbia Power 
System was literally con-
structed out of the rivers and 
reservations and homelands 

of 19 Columbia Basin tribes,” 
Penney said. “When that 
destructive history is truly 
understood, the modesty of 
the present request is plain, 
and the science supporting 
it is clear: salmon need a 
free-flowing, climate-resil-
ient Lower Snake River, not a 
series of slow, easily-warmed 
reservoirs. The Nez Perce 
Tribe and its people intend 
to ensure that salmon do not 
go extinct on our watch.”

Kurt Miller, the executive 
director of Northwest River-
Partners, a hydropower ad-
vocacy group based in Van-
couver, Washington, called 
Murray and Inslee’s com-
mitment to salmon recovery 
“commendable,” but ques-
tioned its transparency and 
worried it would begin with 
the assumption that dam 
breaching is the best way to 
save Snake River salmon.

Salmon
Continued from page 11

Tundra                 by Chad Carpenter

FAIRBANKS (AP) — The 
U.S. Air Force has selected a 
Fairbanks base to receive the 
nation’s first nuclear micro-
reactor at an Air Force instal-
lation.

Eielson Air Force Base, 
about 20 miles southeast of 
downtown Fairbanks, was 
selected in a project that be-
gan in 2019, when federal 
legislation required the mil-
itary to identify potential 
sites for development and 
operation of a microreactor 
by 2027.

“This technology has the 
potential to provide true en-
ergy assurance, and the ex-
isting energy infrastructure 
and compatible climate at Ei-
elson make for the perfect lo-
cation to validate its feasibili-
ty,” Mark Correll, the deputy 
assistant secretary of the Air 
Force for environment, safe-
ty and infrastructure, said in 
a statement.

Eielson currently burns 
coal at its power plant. The 
small nuclear power plant 

could meet up to one-third of 
the base’s peak winter power 
demand.

“(Microreactors) are a 
promising technology for en-
suring energy resilience and 
reliability, and are particular-
ly well-suited for powering 
and heating remote domestic 
military bases like Eielson,” 
Correll said.

The microreactor will be 
commercially owned. It will 
be licensed by the U.S. Nu-
clear Regulatory Commis-
sion.

Air Force selects 
Fairbanks base for 
nuclear microreactor

AUGUSTA, Maine (AP) — A group of environmental orga-
nizations filed court papers Oct. 21 to try to halt operations at 
Maine dams to protect salmon.

Atlantic salmon are listed as endangered by the federal 
government. They used to swim upstream and spawn in al-
most every river north of the Hudson River, but now only re-
turn to Maine. The conservation groups want a judge to stop 
or curtail the operations at four dams on the lower Kennebec 
River to help the fish.

Brookfield Renewable owns the dams. The company is a 
subsidiary of a larger Canadian company that owns many of 
the dams in the state.

The groups said in a statement that the dams “create an 
impenetrable barrier that blocks endangered Atlantic salm-
on from traveling from the Gulf of Maine to prime spawning 
habitat on the Sandy River.”

The court action is part of an ongoing legal struggle over 
the fate of the dams. Brookfield sued Maine state agencies last 
month with a complaint that the agencies acted improperly in 
drafting fish-passage policies.

The groups want the judge to shut down or limit operations 
at three of the four dams to make it easier for salmon to safely 
pass during two time periods. One is Oct. 15 to Dec. 31, when 
adult salmon are migrating downstream after spawning. The 
other is April 1 through June 30, when young salmon are mi-
grating downstream. At a fourth dam, the organization wants 
the company to open up all options for salmon to safely pass.

Lawsuit targets dams 
that present a barrier 
to Maine salmon runs

“Microreactors 
are ... particularly 
well-suited for pow-
ering and heating 
remote domestic 
military bases like 
Eielson”

- Mark Correll

ANCHORAGE (AP) — A 
woman known for 37 years only 
as Horseshoe Harriet, one of 
dozen or so victims of a notori-
ous Alaska serial killer, has been 
identified through genetic gene-
alogy and a DNA match, author-
ities said Oct. 22.

The victim was identified 
as Robin Pelkey, who was 19 
and living on the streets of An-
chorage when she was killed 
by Robert Hansen in the early 
1980s, the Alaska Bureau of In-
vestigation’s Cold Case Investi-
gation Unit said.

Hansen, who owned a bakery, 
gained the nickname “Butcher 
Baker” for abducting and hunt-
ing down women — many of 
them sex workers — in the wil-
derness just north of Anchorage 
through the early 1980s, when 
the state’s largest city was boom-
ing during and after construction 
of the trans-Alaska pipeline.

Retired trooper Glenn Flothe, 
who helped put Hansen behind 
bars, told the Anchorage Dai-
ly News in 2008 that Hansen’s 
victims initially included any 
woman who caught his eye, but 
he quickly learned that strippers 
and prostitutes were harder to 
track and less likely to be missed.

Hansen was convicted in the 
deaths of four women but con-
fessed to killing several more, 
troopers said. At one point, he 
flew with investigators over an 
area north of Anchorage, where 
he pointed out where 17 of his 
victims were buried.

In 1984, Alaska State Troopers 
returned to those areas, where 
the remains of eight women were 
discovered. In total, 12 bodies 
have been found, and 11 of those 
have been identified, trooper 
spokesperson Austin McDaniel 

said.
The only person not yet iden-

tified is known only as Eklutna 
Annie, who is believed to have 
been Hansen’s first victim, Mc-
Daniel said. Her body was found 
near Eklutna Lake just north of 
Anchorage.

Genetic genealogy efforts are un-
derway in hopes of also identifying 
her, Randy McPherron, an Alaska 
State Troopers cold case investiga-
tor, told The Associated Press.

“We really got our fingers 
crossed that we may know, find 
out who Eklutna Annie is,” he 
said, adding the timeframe could 
take up to a year.

Among the skeletal remains 
found in 1984, Pelsky was dis-
covered lying on the ground near 
Horseshoe Lake, near the Little 
Susitna River just a few miles 
northwest of Anchorage, troop-
ers said.

There was no ID on the body 
that became known as Horse-
shoe Harriet. Hansen told inves-
tigators she was a sex worker he 
abducted from downtown An-
chorage sometime in the winter 
of 1983. He told investigators he 
flew her to the lake in his small 
airplane, murdered her and dis-
carded the body. He didn’t know 
her name or much else about her.

An autopsy confirmed the 
body was that of a white wom-
an between the ages of 17 and 23. 
There were no missing persons 
reports that matched, and she 
was buried in the Anchorage mu-
nicipal cemetery as an unknown.

The case was reopened in 2014, 
the same year Hansen died in 
prison at the age of 75.

The body was exhumed, and 
samples were sent to create a 
DNA profile, which was added 
to the FBI’s national missing per-

son database. It didn’t provide an 
identification.

In September 2020, investi-
gators made another attempt to 
identify the remains using genet-
ic genealogy.

A bone sample was sent to a 
private lab and additional DNA 
was extracted and sent for ge-
nome sequencing, troopers said. 
This data was then sent to anoth-
er lab, where a DNA profile was 
generated and uploaded into a 
public access genealogy database 
in April.

Troopers said several close 
matches were found and used to 
create a family tree for the victim. 
Research indicated that the vic-
tim might be a woman named 
Robin Pelkey, who was born in 
Colorado in 1963, troopers said.

Troopers traced her to living in 
Anchorage in the early 1980s, but 
no record indicated she was alive 
after 1984.

Eventually close relatives were 
located in Arkansas and Alaska. 
Family members told troopers 
that Pelkey lived in Anchorage 
in the late 1970s, but moved to 
Arkansas as a teenager before re-
turning to Alaska in 1981 to live 
with her father and stepmother.

Troopers said she wound up 
living on the streets of Anchor-
age but had vanished by late 
1982 or early 1983.

Relatives told troopers they 
didn’t know for certain why 
Pelkey’s parents, who are now 
deceased, didn’t report her 
missing.

A DNA match with a close 
relative in Arkansas confirmed 
Pelkey’s identity and the family 
was notified in September.

Troopers have purchased a 
new grave marker for Pelkey, 
McDaniel said.

State troopers solve identity 
of murder victim from 1980s


