
ports a vibrant art economy cen-
tered around Santa Fe each sum-
mer.

Along with forming the special
subcommittee, SEC voted in favor
of drafting a letter to online arts re-
tailer Etsy, expressing its opposi-
tion to the site’s ban on the sale of
fur- and ivory-based goods. The
ban on fur-based items was re-
cently reversed by Etsy, but the let-
ter would nonetheless support the
efforts of the Northwest Coast Arts
Initiative to allow at least Native
artists the opportunity to sell their
wares.

Meanwhile, while in Juneau
Wrangell’s representatives took
time to make their rounds in the
capital. Von Bargen and Decker
met with counterparts at the de-
partments of Transportation and
Environmental Conservation, to
get updates on Evergreen Road
improvements and the Byford
junkyard monofill, respectively.
Von Bargen said they had also met
with the city’s lobbyist and its rep-
resentation, Rep. Dan Ortiz and
Sen. Bert Stedman, both to high-
light the list of legislative priorities
the Wrangell Assembly approved
last month and learn the latest on
the budget.

The two also attended the
Alaska Federation of Natives’ Feb-
ruary meeting last week, where its
members discussed possible sup-
port for developing a residential
accelerated high school in
Wrangell under the Alaska Native
Science and Engineering Program.
At its November meeting, ANSEP
had tabled a resolution backing the
concept. While the state’s largest
Native organization discussed the
item last week, it again chose to
table it until its meeting scheduled
for May.

“The board had a good discus-
sion on the issue,” Von Bargen re-
called. She gathered a proposal
would be better received if it had a
less jurisdictional direction, focus-
ing more generally on developing
the program statewide. She said
members had also expressed con-
cerns about a residential school’s
impact on diverting students from
smaller schools in Alaska’s rural
reaches, as well as the legacy left

over from Wrangell’s former Insti-
tute boarding school.

“What we expressed to them

was a need to do considerably
more due diligence,” Von Bargen
relayed. With concerns of its own,

if the borough can determine
whether the ANSEP project is a
sustainable one for Wrangell it

will likely bring back a more
generic proposal for AFN to con-
sider.

and support systems.
The session’s goal was to take public

input on setting an outlined strategy, in par-
ticular finding out what parents and commu-
nity members either liked, disliked or
perhaps wanted to see more of from the local
school system. Using this information, the
committee will draft a new set of strategic
goals to guide its decision making for the
coming three years.

A similar process saw to the school’s cur-
rent strategic plan, which expires after the
current academic year. One of the draw-
backs of that model board members had
found had been a lack of measurability.
Goals had been aspirational in a more gen-
eral sense, which in turn made it difficult to
gauge whether the district was on track or
not.

Buhler had commented as much during
January’s meeting of the board, when Mon-
day’s session was scheduled. Looking
ahead, the district will have a number of
challenges to meet. One is the continued
budget problems of the state, which while
not expected to bring cuts to the base student
allocation this year, will also not be adjusted

to meet other rising costs the district expects
through salary and benefits increases.

In a presentation Monday overviewing
the district’s draft budget, Mayer explained
the state BSA accounts for around 72 per-
cent of Wrangell’s educational funding.
Local taxes provide another 12 percent, but
another 16 percent comes from federal
sources. Most of that comes from Secure
Rural Schools money, a program whose
continued status remains uncertain.

Reductions to either state or federal
sources could pose financial troubles to
local schools. Which is why having a strate-
gic plan is important, Mayer explained, as
it sets priorities for programming. 

“There are only so many resources. So
where does the group want to put those re-
sources?” he had stated, responding to a
question from one of the planning session’s
participants.

A setback to setting the strategic plan in
itself has been a lack so far of input from
the community. Perhaps due to icy road
conditions or the Presidents Day holiday,
only one parent and two members of the
press attended Monday’s evening meeting.
Board member Dave Wilson had hoped for

a better turnout, for a more robust conver-
sation about the future of Wrangell’s
schools.

“What we want is input from the com-
munity,” he said. In the area of stakeholder
satisfaction, for instance, which seeks to re-
dress communication concerns between
school administrators, the board and the
wider public, Wilson said it was important
to know what people expected.

“If we need to bring brownies, tell me,
I’ll bring brownies,” he commented.

Suggestions can still be lodged with the
district office, at the Evergreen Elementary
School campus. The district has also hired
on Anchorage-based consultant Jerry
Covey to help coordinate the upcoming
process. He is due to arrive in town tomor-
row for a planning committee meeting.

In other board business, maintenance di-
rector Fred Angerman presented a list of
capital improvement needs at the various
school facilities. The estimates vary in
scale, from a $5,000 replacement of the
middle school’s pneumatic control com-
pressor to a $1,000,000 project to replace
the high school’s exterior walls. Many of
the items are still serviceable, but older fea-

tures are becoming more difficult to find
replacement parts for.

Students were given an opportunity to
update the board on some notable activi-
ties. Spanish Club members Jing O’Brien
and Scythia McQueen demonstrated a
YouTube video they created showing their
conversational progress in the language.
Not a Spanish speaker before, McQueen at-
tended a Spanish immersion course at Ver-
mont’s Middlebury College to get up to
speed for Spanish II, while O’Brien is
preparing for a class trip to Spain planned
for next year.

Jean Luc Lewis also delivered a brief
presentation outlining his participation in
last week’s Youth Advocacy Institute and
the Legislative Fly-In activities in Juneau.
The program offers high school students
from around the state the opportunity to see
firsthand the legislative process, meet and
discuss topical issues with lawmakers, and
practice debate and delivering testimony
with fellow students.

“I thought it was a really good experi-
ence,” Lewis told Wrangell’s board. “It’s
kind of encouraged me to pursue advocat-
ing for education.”
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By DAN RUDY
Sentinel writer

Southeast Conference held its annual Mid-Session Sum-
mit in Juneau last week, turning the region’s attention to the
state of its economy as legislators reach the mid-point of
their 2018 regular session.

For much of it, the outlook is pretty grim. Indicators since
2014 put the region’s population and jobs on a worrisome
decline, along with earned income.

“We’re just taking a hit in almost every way you can
imagine,” explained Meilani Schijvens, a consultant to SEC
and a former executive director.

Faced with continued multibillion-dollar spending
deficits as the price and production of oil in Alaska has
fallen, for the past four years the Legislature has failed to
adopt a fiscal solution, instead waiting out the downturn on
savings with operational cuts. But trying to cut its way out
has left the economy wounded, in Southeast worse than av-
erage. Fourteen percent of state jobs in the region have been
cut since 2014, Juneau consultancy Rain Coast Data esti-
mates, with 750 jobs adding up to a loss of $46 million in
earned income.

The loss of stable public input has been accompanied by
steep declines in the seafood industry and construction sec-
tor. Adjusted for inflation, since 2015 value for landed
seafood has been the worst of any point in the last decade,
and fishing and seafood jobs have declined by 19 percent as
a result. Spending cuts to organizations and municipalities
have correspondingly left a mark as well.

Not all is dark and gloomy with the economy though,
with jobs in the ship building and repairs sector rising by 39
percent over the same period, and employment in tourism
steadily rising since 2014. And expectations for the cruise
industry continue to climb. Cruise Lines International As-
sociation Alaska President John Binkley informed SEC the
state will be setting records this year and next, with 1.31 mil-
lion cruise passengers for 2019. That would be a 12-percent
increase from 2018, which itself is a seven-percent increase
from 2017. Over the next two years Binkley anticipates an
increase of $137.5 million in passenger spending.

The bulk of these visitors will be headed to Southeast
Alaska, centering on Juneau. But there is opportunity for
visitation elsewhere, and to coordinate the influx Juneau city
manager Rorie Watt last week arranged a first meeting of
the Southeast Cruise Port Assembly, a sort of subcommittee
under the SEC Visitor Committee.

“Wrangell might see additional passengers,” said Julie
Decker, a Wrangell Assembly member who attended SEC’s
summit. “That’s pretty big news.”

Decker and City Manager Lisa Von Bargen both repre-
sented the city at last week’s meeting, which 250 people at-
tended.

“It’s the biggest mid-session summit we’ve had in a
decade,” Schijvens estimated.

Often held in March, SEC’s Mid-Session Summit intends
to coincide with the middle point of the legislative session.
But with lawmakers looking at meeting only a 90-day ses-
sion this year, Schijvens explained SEC took the step of
moving its own conference back to suit the shortened sched-
ule. The move was a first for the organization, one whose
timing is intended to keep the agenda more relevant.

With a full plate to get through in only a few days, a host
of speakers delivered “micropresentations,” condensed out-
looks on various facets of the region’s economy.

Plenty of discussion at the conference revolved around
reform of the Alaska Marine Highway System. SEC had
been tasked by Gov. Bill Walker’s office in 2016 with or-
ganizing a statewide planning process to improve the ferry
service’s long-term viability. A 12-person steering commit-
tee was formed to direct that effort and has since devised an
organizational model it feels would better meet the state’s
transportation needs in the longer term.

Last fall it put forward a proposal to form a public cor-
poration to manage a leaner ferry fleet, similar to how the
Alaska Railroad is organized. Under this model AMHS
would continue to have access to federal funding sources
while operating more autonomously from state political in-

fluences. Becoming a public corporation would also enable
the service to issue revenue bonds, leveraging its fares and
other revenue.

Von Bargen explained the reform effort was entering its
third phase now, that of reaching out for public support to
implement the proposed changes. A big sell that will be crit-
ical to the system’s survival will be ensuring it is forward-
funded. Under its current allocation structure AMHS is
locked into the state’s regular budget cycle, which starts up
July 1. Well ahead of each summer season the ferry puts out
a schedule based on funding assumptions that may or may
not be realized. Unforeseen reductions in funding or main-
tenance needs can lead to the rescheduling or cancellation
of bookings, disrupting ridership and ultimately losing rev-

enue in the process.
“This idea of forward-funding is so important,” Von Bar-

gen emphasized. 
Among other actions taken during the summit was the

creation of a special subcommittee on art within the Eco-
nomic Development Committee. Its role, particularly that
of indigenous artwork, is a segment of the region’s economy
SEC has come to focus on increasingly in recent years. One
intent of the new subcommittee would be to raise awareness
of Alaska Native artforms among a broader audience, build-
ing a following and a market. The subcommittee would look
for inspiration to analogous models such as the Southwest-
ern Association of Indian Arts in New Mexico, which sup-

Hunt begins for new superintendent,
schools strategize future goals

By DAN RUDY
Sentinel writer

Wrangell Public Schools will begin searching for a new superintendent.
Meeting Monday, the Public School Board approved moving forward with a search for candidates. Superintendent

Patrick Mayer had since last month’s meeting submitted his letter of resignation. Mayer has been in the post since
2014, and will finish out the 2018 school year. When asked about his decision or future plans after Wrangell, he de-
clined to respond. However, a notice put out by Valdez City Schools last month listed Mayer as a prospective candidate
for a superintendent vacancy there.

Wrangell Schools will seek assistance in its search from the Association of Alaska School Boards, through which
Mayer had been referred. In a budget revision for the district’s current fiscal year, an increase of $17,000 to the pro-
fessional technical line item was requested to cover expenses for the effort. Business manager Pam Roope explained
it had cost over $12,000 in 2014 when searching for a replacement to Monty Buness.

Board President Georgianna Buhler said the needed amount would be a fixed sum of $8,750, after speaking with
AASB staff about its internal processes. The budget revision was amended to that amount and approved in a 5-0
vote.

“In my perspective you did a fantastic job, and I’m sad,” Vice President Tammy Groshong told Mayer at the
meeting’s end.

Monday’s meeting followed an hour-long session overviewing upcoming strategic goals for the school district.
Board members, staff and faculty making up its planning committee sat in at five stations – each focused on a par-
ticular goal area, these being student learning, stakeholder satisfaction, employee development, financial responsibility

Continued on page 12

Continued from page 1

Cruise industry shines amid murky economy at SEC

Continued from page 1

Continued on page 12

New superintendent

SEC

Superintendent Patrick Mayer sits in on a meeting of the Wrangell Public School Board on Monday, at
Evergreen Elementary. Helming the district since 2014, Mayer will conclude his tenure this summer.

PHOTO BY DAN RUDY



February 28, 1918: From one
of the Dailies of Alaska: “It is
pretty generally believed that a
bunch of women can’t get along to-
gether for any length of time with-
out a lot of friction,” says Miss
Anna Durkee, head of the Alaska
Garnet Mining and Manufacturing
Company, a $1,000,000 concern,
“but I want to say most emphati-
cally that it isn’t so. Fifteen of us
have been closely associated for
eight years now, and never once
have we had any ructions in a
board meeting-we’ve gone through
some pretty strenuous times, too.”
It was eight years ago that Miss
Durkee went to Alaska to look over
a copper proposition. It didn’t size
up to her idea of sure thing, but
being of the opinion that the
boundless resources of the north-
land were as available for woman
as for men, Miss Durkee began
casting about here for opportuni-
ties, and thus it was that she learned
of a garnet claim for sale at the
mouth of the Stikine River, nine
miles from Wrangell. She bought
an option on the claim, then re-
turned to her home town in Min-
nesota and by dint of much
enthusiastic talk persuaded four-
teen of her women friends to go in
with her. The original owner of the
claim didn’t think the garnets
amounted to much, but Miss Dur-
kee as controlling stockholder, sec-
retary and general manager went to
work.

March 5, 1943: All the girls
were present this meeting and were
all sewing something such as table-
cloths, napkins, potholders and
dish towels. Miss Pickett appointed
Margie Sumption and Olga Oglend
to write a letter to another Girl
Scout in America. This letter will
be to Miss Hamet, a Girl Scout
leader. The letter will be published
in the American Girl magazine.
Some pictures of our troop will be
taken to send her. Miss Pickett, our

Girl Scout leader, asked us ques-
tions and we were to answer them
to see if we can win with the high-
est points. Yolanda Ferguson won
with the highest score. Miss Pickett
suggested we learn to tie knots and
next Monday when we go on our
hike we are going to study knots.
The meeting ended with the song
“Taps.” A Girl Scout is Courteous. 

March 7, 1968: Wrangell has
mud up to its axles this week. But
firm ground seemed a little closer.
City crews were busy this week
putting rock on streets throughout
the community. State highway
workers were trying to firm up Zi-
movia Highway and Government
Road. City Administrator Clayton
Schmitt said the city crews would
be closing down some streets in
town for major repairs. Among
them were sections of Second Av-
enue and Case Avenue. Workers
were also hand patching holes in
the streets. Things should be a lot
better next year for residents along
Church Street and Zimovia High-
way. State crewmen arrived in
town this week to begin work on
the $1.3 million Church Street Zi-
movia Highway job. Ted Vander
Weyst, construction engineer on
the job, and four state highway

men arrived here Monday. They
plan to hire two or three more men
to round out their crew. Officials of
Green Construction estimate that
they’ll be using 35 workers on the
road project. Work is expected to
begin on the road job about April
1. Green, the low bidder for the
road job, is completing the $1.5
million state airport project. Offi-
cials said the job is 40 percent com-
plete. Completion is expected by
August 1.

February 25, 1993: A single
line in President Clinton’s massive
economic package submitted to
Congress Feb. 17, has raised the
idea of a new review of Tongass
National Forest management, an
issue that many believed was set-
tled by Congress in 1990. The
President proposed a phasing out
of below cost timber sales over a
four-year period beginning in fiscal
year 1994. The move would result
in a savings of $274 million for the
Federal Treasury, the White House
said. Environmental groups for
years have claimed that the Ton-
gass is a big money loser for the
Federal Government, while back-
ers of the timber industry contend
the Southeast Alaska forest is eco-
nomically viable.
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Wrangell
Weather

Daylight
Hours

Date                          High       Low
Feb. 12 35 24
Feb. 13 37 33
Feb. 14 35 28
Feb. 15 33 32
Feb. 16 34 28
Feb. 17 33 21
Feb. 18 30 18
Feb. 19 28 19

Date          Sunrise   Sunset   Daylight
Feb. 22 6:59 am 5:05 pm 10:06h
Feb. 23 6:57 am 5:07 pm 10:10h
Feb. 24 6:54 am 5:09 pm 10:15h
Feb. 25 6:52 am 5:12 pm 10:20h
Feb. 26 6:49 am 5:14 pm 10:25h
Feb. 27 6:47 am 5:16 pm 10:29h
Feb. 28 6:44 am 5:18 pm 10:34h
Mar. 01 6:42 am 5:20 pm 10:38h

We can supply you with
just about any rubber
stamp or custom marking
device you need. Need a
signature stamp? No
problem. We can provide you with special
stamps and ink. Just call the Wrangell
Sentinel at 874-2301.

Need a
Rubber
Stamp?

Choose the Wrangell Sentinel
for all your copy needs - 
only 20 cents
per copy for
black and
white

The Wrangell Sentinel

Prescriptions, Gifts,
Candy, Cards

New Perfumes Are Here!
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Hardware,
Appliances,

Sporting Goods,  
Toys, Housewares,
Building Supplies, 

Clothing and More!

Ottesenʼs True Value
874-3377

Call 874-2468
for an appointment

Groceries
Meats • Bakery

Deli • Liquor
Wrangell’s Complete Food Store

Phone 874-2341

Bobsʼ IGABobsʼ IGA

Call Toll Free 1-800-942-9741

TTYYEEEE TTRRAAVVEELL
CCrruuiissee aanndd TToouurr SSppeecciiaall iiss tt

• Cruises • Packages
• Vacations

Cruises and custom tours 
to Alaska for your 
family & friends

Wrangell
887744--33338833

Full Grocery, Meats & Produce,
Video Rentals

Fax, Copy & Postage
423 Front St             (907)874-3333

Buness Bros. Inc.
Appliances
Home Furnishings
& Sporting Goods

874-3811

Sentry
HHaarrddwwaarree && MMaarriinnee

408 Front Street
874-3336

Got A Question. . .Need A Hand?

P.O.  Box 1139 • Wrangell 99929

Johnson’s Building Supply
FOR ALL YOUR

BUILDING NEEDS

We Deliver
2.5 Zimovia Highway

Phone 874-2375
Fax 874-3100

Business Directory 907-874-2301To advertise here just call:

MARCH IS NEARLY HERE AND
SPRING IS RIGHT AROUND THE CORNER,

and with it comes Easter, St. Patrick’s Day, planting season, 
and spring cleaning. Whatever your reason to 

celebrate spring, your local merchants can help 
so check with them then get outside and 

enjoy the new season!

Need More
Room? Sell
Your Extra

Stuff In The
Classifieds.

Call 
874-2301

Thursday, Feb. 22
SAIL Class: 10:00 a.m. Senior Apartments Atrium. Stay Active and Independent for Life (SAIL) 
free class is a strength, balance and fitness class for adults 65+. For more info call 874-3375.
Healthy Eating Demo on Healthy Food Preperation: 11:30 a.m. Senior Apartments Atrium. Free class.
Learn how easy it is to prepare healthy and delicous food. Samples will be available. For more info call 874-
3375.
Yoga: 5:30 a.m. AICS Medical Clinic. Yoga for everybody, please come and join.

Friday, Feb. 25
Singspiration: Everyone invited to the Lutheran Church at 6:30 p.m. Refreshments and fellowship offered
following the service. All are welcome.

Monday, Feb. 26
Hatha Yoga: 5:30 p.m.-6:30 p.m. Hosted at the AICS Medical Clinic.

Wednesday, Feb. 28
Share the Gospel Story: Come listen while Karen Tinklepaugh and Becca Cressell share the Gospel. Nolan
Center classroom at 7:00 p.m.
Is the attendance at your meeting or event low?  Call Adrienne at the Sentinel to have it placed here.

PARKS & REC ACTIVITIES: Mid-day closure: M-F 1:30-3:30 p.m. Closed Sunday
POOL:
Arthritis Foundation Exercise Class: M-W-F 8:30-9:30 a.m.
Water Aerobics:                              M-W-F 10:00-11:00 a.m.
Lap Swim:                                       M-W-F 6:00-7:30 a.m. MTWThF 11:30 a.m.-1:00 p.m.

TuTh 5:15-6:15 p.m. Sa 11:00 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
2 Lane Lap Swim:   M-W-F 10:00-11:00 a.m.
Lap/Tot Swim:                                MTWThF 11:30 a.m.-1:00 p.m. S 11:00 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
Swim Club:                                     M-F 3:15-5:15 p.m. 
Open Swim:                        M-W 5:30-7:00 p.m. F 6:30-8:00 p.m. S 1:00-2:00 p.m.

WEIGHT ROOM: M-Thu 6:00 a.m.-1:30 p.m., 3:30-7:30 p.m. F 6:00 a.m.-1:30 p.m., 3:30-8:30 p.m. S 10:00
a.m.-2:30 p.m.

MEETINGS
AA MEETINGS: Smoked Fish Fri 8 p.m.; Step Study Sat. 7 p.m. at the Episcopal Church Parish Hall, Study
Materials provided.
NA MEETING: Wed, We Do Recover 7 p.m. at the Episcopal Church Parish Hall. 
BRIDGE SOCIAL: Fri 1 p.m. at the Island of Faith Lutheran Church 874-3440, 874-3507.
SALVATION ARMY FOOD BANK: Tues 10 a.m.-2 p.m. For information please call Major Michael Bates 874-
3753. 

The Way We Were In the Sentinel 100, 75, 50 and 25 years ago.

Continuing Events

Birthdays & Anniversaries

The Sentinel extends its best wishes to the persons listed on the
Wrangell Chamber of Commerce Community Scholarship Birth-
day Calendar.
Thursday, Feb. 22: Erika Bates, Jim Maxand, Steve Anger-

man, Cocoa Massin, Sierra Wickman, Candace Hunt. Friday,
Feb. 23: Anna Allen. Saturday, Feb. 24: Lisa Schultz, Sean
Rooney, Emilie Turner, Elsie Hansen, Elsie Bailey, Shanda Bar-
low, Andrea Irvine. Anniversary: Rob and Sharry Rooney. Sun-
day, Feb. 25: Ryan Howe, Fiona Scambler, Dominique Kay,
Samantha DeBoer, Susan Wooden, Sharry Rooney. Monday,
Feb. 26: Roman Privett-Murphy, Tyler Taylor, Richard Brad-
shaw, Kathleen Harding, Nathan Klinke, Sue Stevens, Sari
Moore, Stella Buness.Tuesday, Feb. 27: Jacob Hammer, Amber
Hommel, Tina Draper, Anniversary: Chuck and Ava Hay.
Wednesday, Feb. 28: Howard McNeely, Frank Warfel, Tasha
Massin, Shannon Nore, Felix Villarma, Lou Davidson, Kyla
Teat.Thursday, March 1: Jamie Strain.  

If you would like to add a birthday or anniversary at no charge
please call the Sentinel at 874-2301.

TIDES
Feb. 22 - March 1

Northbound Southbound
Saturday, Feb. 24
Kennicott 8:45 p.m.
Sunday, Feb. 25
Columbia 7:15 p.m.
Tuesday, Feb. 27
Kennicott 7:45 a.m.
Saturday, Mar. 3
Kennicott 1:00 a.m.
Sunday, Mar. 4
Columbia 2:15 p.m.
Wednesday, Mar. 7
Kennicott 1:15 a.m

Monday, Feb. 26
Kennicott 3:00 p.m.
Wednesday, Feb. 28
Columbia 5:30 a.m.
Friday, Mar. 2
Kennicott 3:15 a.m.
Monday, Mar. 5
Kennicott 4:00 a.m.
Wednesday, Mar. 7
Columbia 5:15 a.m.
Friday. Mar. 9
Kennicott 9:15 a.m.

Arrival times may vary. Call 874-2021 for verification 
or call 874-3711 for recorded information.

Thursday, Feb. 22
Pork chop suey, rice, peas, danish salad.

Friday, Feb. 23
Turkey pot pie, romaine/radish salad, cinnamon roll.

Monday, Feb 26
New England clam chowder, tomato tuna sandwich, texas

coleslaw.
Tuesday, Feb. 27

Beef burrito, spanish rice, black beans, fruit slaw, chips/salsa.
Wednesday, Feb. 28

Chicken fricassee, dumplings, peas, orange slices.
Thursday, March 1

Veggie/beef hash, tomato rockefeller, cauli/broc toss, hot roll.
Please call Wrangell Senior Center 

at 874-2066 by 10 a.m. for reservations.
Milk, tea and coffee will be served with meals.

Wrangell Roundup: Special Events

Senior Center Menu

Departures
FERRY

High Tides                     Low Tides
AM PM AM PM

Time Ft Time Ft Time Ft Time Ft
Feb. 22 4:43       15.4      5:25       12.6      11:07     1.6     11:11    3.2             
Feb. 23 5:42       15.0      6:51       11.9        ....         ....      12:15    1.7
Feb. 24 6:58       14.9      8:22       12.1       0:17      4.2      1:34     1.5
Feb. 25 8:19       15.3      9:38       13.2       1:38      4.7      2:56     0.6
Feb. 26 9:31       16.3    10:39       14.6       3:03      4.3      4:07    -0.7
Feb. 27 10:33        17.4    11:31       16.0       4:16      3.1      5:04    -2.0
Feb. 28 11:28        18.4        ....           ....        5:15      1.7      5:52    -2.9
Mar. 01 0:17        17.1    12:18       19.0       6:04      0.5      6:35    -3.2

JUNEAU, Alaska (AP)  – Lt.
Gov. Byron Mallott criticized
Juneau’s bid for annexation, say-
ing the state’s capital city is not
being a good neighbor.

Speaking at a conference
Wednesday, Mallott lambasted
officials for trying to annex parts
of nearby Admiralty Island,
CoastAlaska News reported . His
comments were made at the
Southeast Conference Mid-Ses-
sion Summit.

The Assembly voted in Janu-
ary to add four parcels to its bor-
ough, including parts of northern

Admiralty Island. It later
dropped one parcel after hearing
objections from Juneau cabin
owners. Officials in Angoon, the
island’s only city, also opposed
the annexation, calling it a land
grab.

Most of Admiralty Island’s
million acres are protected as a
national monument. It’s used for
subsistence hunting and fishing.
A mine on its north end has al-
ready been annexed by Juneau.

“Juneau needs to recognize
that it’s the capital of Alaska but
also the regional center of South-

east,’’ Mallott said. “And it has a
responsibility and an obligation
to reach out affirmatively to
every other community in South-
east and say, `Let’s be neighbors
and let’s work together and let’s
build a place that is unassailable
by the Legislature or anyone else
who would seek to divide us.’’

Mallott said Juneau should 
respect the objections of island
residents by dropping additional
parcels from the annexation 
plan.

“The people of Angoon feel
so passionate and spiritual about

all of Admiralty Island,’’ he said.
“They’re concerned about eco-
nomic development on that side
of the island now. What’s the fu-
ture of their island, that they
share with the rest of our country
as one of the most beautiful
places on the face of the Earth.’’

Juneau Mayor Ken Koelsch
said city officials have tried to
work with Angoon but couldn’t
come up with a time to meet.

Koelsch said he’ll continue to
try to set up a meeting.

Koelsch said Juneau also has
longtime connections to the land

it’s trying to annex. The land in-
cludes historic trade routes and
areas are claimed as traditional
territory by Juneau’s Aak’w
Kwaan and Taku Kwaan.

The city began looking at the
parcels after losing a boundary
battle with Petersburg. Both bor-
oughs claimed rights to absorb
acreage on the mainland between
the two communities. Juneau
lost, in part because Petersburg
petitioned for the property first.
So it began looking at other areas
within model borough bound-
aries set years before.

State official blasts Juneau’s bid to annex island land

JUNEAU, Alaska (AP) – The Alaska
Senate is considering a bill that would
exempt utility companies from liability
related to a pesticide used on most
wooden power poles in the state.

The bill comes after federal wildlife
officials alerted state authorities to “con-
cerning levels’’ of the pesticide in areas
on the Kenai Peninsula, KTOO Public
Media in Juneau reported Thursday.

Most power poles are treated with the
pesticide Pentachlorophenol. In 2015,
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service biologists

found elevated levels of the pesticide in
soils around power poles in the Kenai
National Wildlife Refuge.

The federal agency has not yet 
published its full findings on the 
matter.

The state Department of Environmen-
tal Conservation was alerted to the issue
in January 2016, and state regulators no-
tified an electricity utility that it could be
held responsible for pesticide contamina-
tion around its poles.

The bill under consideration was

sponsored by Republican Sen. Peter Mic-
ciche. He told the Senate Resources
Committee that his bill aims to protect
the electricity consumers by protecting
the power companies.

“The reason for bringing this forward
is the financial protection of nearly every
Alaskan ratepayer who depends upon a
utility to have electricity delivered to
their home, business or facility,’’ Micci-
che said.

Under the bill, the liability for con-
tamination would just shift from the util-

ities to the property owners, Democratic
Sen. Bill Wielechowski said.

“I’m concerned that nobody’s going to
be responsible,’’ Wielechowski said. “I
mean, should the manufacturer possibly
be responsible? Should the person who’s
applying it be responsible? It would seem
to me, there should be some responsibil-
ity somewhere other than the person who
has absolutely no say about where these
poles go.’’

The Environmental Conservation De-
partment said it’s studying the matter.

Alaska mulls liability protections for pesticide on poles



By DAN RUDY
Sentinel writer

City staff from several depart-
ments were surprised to learn of
one late resident’s generosity.

At its meeting in early Decem-
ber, the Wrangell Convention and
Visitor Bureau discussed news
that Marian Glenz had be-
queathed a considerable donation
to it. Details at the time had yet to
be worked out, but at the Borough
Assembly’s February 6 meeting,
City Manager Lisa Von Bargen
had confirmed the contribution
totaled $50,000.

Born in Wisconsin in 1936,
Glenz spent her youth in Port Pro-
tection, Ketchikan, Meyers Chuck
and Wrangell. A commercial fish-
erman, rural postmaster and
writer, in her later years she was
an active member of the Wrangell
community. Often there at the
Nolan Center during community
markets and other activities, she
talked with tourists, residents and
most everybody she met. She
helped out at the museum, and
served on the Visitor Bureau from
2008 until her passing in April
2017.

The executor of her estate had
informed Von Bargen Glenz had
remembered the bureau in her
will, alongside her grandchildren
and surviving relations. The sum
was “to be used to promote
Wrangell,” according to her will.

“I am heartfully grateful for
her consideration of the financial
needs for promoting this commu-
nity,” Von Bargen commented. 

The contribution should be a
needed boost to the CVB’s adver-
tising efforts, particularly as mar-

keting for the state in general has
seen significant cuts. The state
tourism office saw its budget cut
from nearly $18M in 2014 re-
duced to just $1.5M for 2017.

The CVB’s own budget has re-
mained about the same since, ap-
proved each year at $65,400. The
bureau not only covers advertis-
ing and promotional activities, but
also makes a $10,000 line item
contribution to the Nolan Center
each year. It gets its budget from
a reserve fund which has slowly
been drawing down each year,
projected to $50,935 by the end of
the current fiscal year from
$114,735 in the middle of 2016.

“Her donation speaks to her
love of Wrangell, and wanting to
share it with the rest of the
world,” Von Bargen added.

“She was great. She had a sort
of unique perspective,” said Carol
Rushmore, the city’s 
finance director and colleague of
Glenz on the CVB. “She felt 
very strongly about the commu-
nity.”

In addition to her contribution
to the CVB, Glenz donated 21
boxes of books to Irene Ingle
Public Library, containing over
400 volumes. Many of the selec-
tions she contributed will fill out
the library’s Alaskana collection
at the back wall of its nonfiction
section.

“She was a frequent user of
the library,” Head Librarian Mar-
garet Villarma recalled. “She
loved to read about Alaska his-
tory.”

A writer as well as a reader,
among the books Glenz donated
were two of her own, “The B.S.

Counter” and “Myers Chuck!”
Both accounts are based on her
experiences in Southeast Alaska
and are available to check out
from the library.

“Some of them are hard to
get,” Villarma said of the new ad-
ditions. “We were very grateful
that she thought of us.”

Glenz had left the local mu-
seum some items as well, which
will be incorporated into its col-
lection.

“We loved her there, she was
quite a character,” said Terri Hen-
son, the Nolan Center’s director.
“She’s missed. We really looked
forward to having here there at
cruise time.”

Monday, February 12
Illegal parking: Citation is-

sued to Kevin Bylow, 47, for
Parked Blocking Roadway.

Citizen assist: Unlock vehi-
cle.

Theft: Vehicle.
Tuesday, February 13

Agency assist: MVA.
MVA reported.
Illegal Parking: Verbal warn-

ing to move vehicle.
Found Property: Owner noti-

fied and will pick up items at
PD.

Citizen Report: DUI.
Wednesday, February 14

MVA.
Vehicle damage.
Found Property: Dropped off

at station.
Thursday, February 15

Traffic Complaint.
Agency Assist: Dead Eagle.
Alarm: Fire: FD dispatched.
Citizen Assist: Vehicle un-

locked.
Friday, February 16

Courtesy Ride.
Disturbance: Officer re-

sponded.
Animal Complaint.
Threats reported.
86’d letter served.
86’d letter served.

Report of theft.
Courtesy transport.
Agency Assist: Public Works.
Traffic Stop: Verbal warning

given for drivers side headlight
out.

Citation issued to Clara
Haley, 68: Dog at Large.
Saturday, February 17

Citizen Assist: Officer mak-
ing contact with individual.

Car Alarm: Officers re-
sponded UTL.

Citation issued to Joshua
Davidson, 37, for Parking in
control area prohibits parking.

Agency Assist: High School.
Sunday, February 18

Agency Assist: Public Works.
Criminal Trespass: Officers

responded.
Found Property.
Citations issued to Jeannette

Anderson, 70, for Animal at
Large and citation for Licensing
required.

Parking Complaint: Vehicle
had been moved before Officers
arrived.

There were five ambulance
calls and two dog complaints in
this reporting week.

BOATS AND MARINE
IFQ’S AND FISHING PER-
MITS, Alaskan Quota and Permits
LLC, 907-772-4000, 1-888-347-

4437……tfn1-3b15

ALASKA SOUTHEAST HAND
TROLL PERMIT, For sale and

ready to transfer $10,600 firm.
Contact James Benson. 907-225-
3576……1x2-22b17

FOR RENT
3 BEDROOM !TOWNHOUSE, 2
bath, single car garage available
first week in March. No dogs. Call
907-305-0619……tfn1-25b18

2 BEDROOM APARTMENT, for
rent has washer dryer hookup, un-
furnished. Call 907-305-0619…
…tfn1-25b13

ISO HOUSE/APARTMENT one
to two-bedroom to occupy for
eight months. Contact Annette
Thompson 425-275-1579……
1x2-22b15

JOBS
WRANGELL MEDICAL CEN-
TER DEVELOPMENT COOR-
DINATOR: Part-time 20-25
hours/week, benefited position.
Development Coordinator man-
ages activities related to organiza-
tional development including:
external communication/public re-
lations/marketing, website/Face-
book management, grant
management, fundraising and
serving as the Public Information
Officer. Applications/job descrip-
tion available at WMC business
office. Contact Tammy White,
874-7000 for more information.
Wrangell Medical Center is an
EOE. Open until filled……1x2-
22b57

THANK YOU
KUDOS to both City Workers and
State Workers for clearing our
roads and sidewalks. From a disci-
plined and dedicated walker who
fully recognizes and appreciates
your hard work and effort. Thank

You, Rosemary Ruoff……1x2-
22b34

THANK YOU to the C.O.’s for
all the hospitality. Stevie Laucks…
…1x2-22b11

THANK YOU - FROM THE
FAMILY of Charles Richard
Meissner would like to thank all of
those people who kept us in their
thoughts and prayers during our
time of loss. We would also like to
thank all those who brought food
to our home, donated food for the
service and took time out of their
day to celebrate his life with us. It
was appreciated…...1x2-22b62

SERVICES
THE WRANGELL SENTINEL:
See us for black and white and
color copies up to 11x17. 205
Front St. 874-2301……tfndh

FAX SERVICES at the Sentinel.
Send or receive faxes. Fax number
874-2303……tfndh
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TThhee GGuutttteerr GGuuyyss
Continuous Rain Gutter Specialists

Will be in your area soon!
We can also provide snow stops, gutter 
cleaning, rot repair, & custom flashing

907-321-3170
Call ahead for priority scheduling

PUBLIC NOTICE
Wrangell Museum has been in the process of cleaning up its

paperwork and ownership on items held in the collection: Please
be advised that the Museum will acquire ownership of the 
following items if a valid claim is not received by the museum
within 45 days of the last publication of this notice. All items are
“Found in collection” All items have been in the museum’s 
documented possession since prior to 1993. A list of the items is
as follows: FIC #’s .235 Portrait of unknown person, .236 
xylophone, .237 Chinese ginger jar, .238 whiskey bottle, .239
John Walker bottle, .240 Milk bottle, .241 Mellins food jar, .242
Battery Eveready dry cell, .243 Log Dog, .244 Kitchen utensil,
.245 2 sm. bottles, .246 sm. glass bottle, .247 windmill design
serving platter, .248 serving tray, .249 aluminum lazy susan, .250
Burned stick, .251 doll blanket with design, .252 button, .253
hand crafted sm beaded patch, .254 camera part, .255 fish lure,
.256 shotgun shell casing, .257 Coprolite, .258 serpentine, .259
Howlite, .260  (7) rocks, .261 (3) agate, .262 chalcedony, .263
palm wood, .264 agate, .265 Geode small, .266 wood fossil, .267
Cinelarger, .268 washboard, .269 polaroid camera, .270 halibut
gangions, .271 Oyster tree burl, .282 coral, .283 (7) iron pyrite,
.274 pink crocheted basket, .275 shoe last, .276 & .277 glass ink
stand, .278 glacier cannery trade token, .279 & .280AK 49th
birthday token, .281 Seattle fair token, .282 insulator, .283 &
.284 sq. nails, .285 starfish, .286 (27) petroglyph & headstone
rubbings. Contact: Terri Henson, Museum Director, PO Box
1050, Wrangell AK 99929. 907-874-3770 for more information
or to make claim of ownership. Claims must be supported by
documentation or proof of ownership.
Published: February 8, 15, 22 and March 1, 2018

WHAT IS ONE OF THE SMARTEST
ADVERTISING CHOICES AVAILABLE?

They cost as little as
$10.00 for up to 15 words. 
40¢ for additional words.

6% city sales tax additional.

Ask us about our classified ads!
PHONE 874-2301

FAX 874-2303
The deadline for classified ads is 12 pm

EMAIL – wrgsent@gmail.com WEB SITE – www.wrangellsentinel.com 205 FRONT STREET

A CLASSIFIED AD

Police report

Public Notice
Wrangell Cooperative 

Association Transportation
(WCAT) is updating its 
Long-Range Transportation
Plan (LRTP). The draft FRTP
is available for questions and
comments at the WCAT 
office at 104 C-1 Lynch St
from 8 a.m.-4 p.m., Mon-Fri.
Deadline for comments:
March 2, 2018 at 1 p.m. Call
Bill Willard at 874-3077 for
more information.
Publish: February 22, 2018

STATE OF ALASKA
DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES

DIVISION OF FORESTRY
SOUTHEAST AREA OFFICE

PUBLIC REVIEW
FIVE-YEAR SCHEDULE OF TIMBER SALES

The Alaska Department of Natural Resources, Division of Forestry 2018-2022 Preliminary Five-Year
Schedule of Timber Sales for the Southern Southeast Area is available for public review. Per AS 38.05.113
this is a scoping document that outlines the proposed timber sale activity to be undertaken on State land
over the next five years. The Five-Year Schedule is not a decision document.

The public is invited to comment on any aspect of the Five-Year Schedule of Timber Sales.  Comments
should be mailed to the Alaska Division of Forestry and must be received by the close of business at the
Division of Forestry’s office no later than March 15, 2018 to be included as comment in the adopted
schedule. This document can be viewed at the Area Office in Ketchikan, the public libraries in Craig,
Ketchikan, Petersburg and Wrangell, the State of Alaska’s on-line public notice website
https://aws.state.ak.us/OnlinePublicNotices/Notices/View.aspx?id=188764 as well as the DOF’s website
http://forestry.alaska.gov/timber/ketchikan.htm#fiveyear.

After public comment has been received and reviewed, the Division of Forestry may proceed with
planning the proposed timber sales and associated developments. When each sale is prepared and ready
for review, notice of the proposed decision and the opportunity for public comment will be given for that
specific timber sale, as is required under state statutes and regulations. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION OR TO SUBMIT COMMENTS CONTACT:
Alaska Division of Forestry Contact: Greg Staunton 
2417 Tongass Avenue, Suite 213 Phone: 225-3070
Ketchikan, AK  99901 Fax: 247-3070

Email: greg.staunton@alaska.gov

The State of Alaska, Department of Natural Resources, Division of Forestry Complies with Title II of
the American with Disabilities Act of 1990.  Individuals with disabilities who may need auxiliary aids,
services, or special modifications to participate in this review may contact the number above.
Published: Ferbuary 15 and 22, 2018

CITY AND BOROUGH OF WRANGELL
JOB ADVERTISEMENT 

Temporary Laborers/Brush Cutters
Light Department

The City and Borough of Wrangell will accept applications to
establish a pool of Temporary Laborers/Brush Cutters for the
Light Department.  You must have a valid Alaska Drivers license.  

The Light Department will begin to accept applications on
February 9, 2018 to establish an open pool of applicants for 
temporary help. Applicants can submit an application anytime
through December 31, 2018. Employees will be selected from 
applications in the pool at the time employees are needed 
throughout the year. Those who have applied previously will need
to re-apply.

The work is temporary help working with Light Department
employees on various projects as needed. Applicants must be able to
work in all weather conditions. These positions will be filled on a
temporary as needed basis. 

Applications may be obtained and returned to City Hall, Attn:
Aleisha Mollen, 205 Brueger Street (P.O. Box 531), Wrangell, AK
99929.

The City and Borough of Wrangell is an Equal Employment
Opportunity Employer.

Lisa Von Bargen
Borough Manager

Publish: February 15 and 22, 2018

Trooper report
February 3
Alaska Wildlife Troopers, Wrangell Post, concluded a residency investigation involving Stephen Nes-

bitt, age 49 from Washington. Investigation determined Nesbitt was claiming Alaska residency on his fish-
ing licenses while receiving benefits from Washington. Additionally Nesbitt obtained two subsistence
salmon permits by claiming residency. Nesbitt was issued a summons on five counts of False Statement
on a License with a mandatory court appearance in the District Court at Wrangell on Feb. 21.

Served soup by Sophia O’Brien, Maria Glenz celebrates Alaska Day in 2013 with other community
elders at Island of Faith Lutheran Church. Glenz spent most of her life in the state, and after her
passing last year left a considerable donation of money, books and items to Wrangell’s Visitor Bu-
reau, museum and library.

SENTINEL FILE PHOTO

Resident bequeaths $50,000 to city visitors bureau

Two books written by late resident Marian Glenz will join the
Wrangell Library’s Alaskana collection. Taking up the far wall of
the library’s nonfiction section, the collection’s volumes cover al-
most every subject pertaining to the 49th state.

PHOTO BY DAN RUDY
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
Harborlight Assembly of God

Sunday Worship, 10:30 a.m. and 6 p.m., 
Sunday School 9:45 a.m. 874-2244
St. Rose of Lima, Catholic Church

Sunday Masses 11:00 a.m. and 5:30 p.m.
Enrichment in Faith- All are welcome, 10:00 a.m.

874-3771 or 305-0654
St. Philip’s Episcopal Church

Holy Eucharist 10:00 a.m., Church School 10:00 a.m.
874-3047 or 874-4480

First Presbyterian
Worship Service 11 a.m., 874-3534

The Salvation Army
Sunday Worship, 11 a.m., Sunday School 10 a.m., 

874-3753
Island of Faith Lutheran Church-ELCA

Worship Service 9:30 a.m. followed by fellowship,
Faith Walking Saturday 10 a.m., 874-2743

Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints
Priesthood Relief Society & Primary at noon.;
Sunday School 11 a.m.; Sacrament 10 a.m., 

874-3976 or 3778
Wrangell Community Church of God

Sunday School, 9:45 a.m.
Sunday Worship, 11 a.m.; 874-3964

Bible Baptist Church
Sunday School, 9:45 a.m.;

Sunday Worship, 11 a.m. & 6 p.m., 874-2069
Wrangell Seventh-day Adventist Church

Saturday Worship, 11 a.m.; 
Young People & Adult Study, 9:30 a.m., 874-3039

Baha’i Faith 
Study circles, children’s and youth classes,

devotional meetings call 874-3521 
for information

Presented for all religious faiths of Wrangell 
in respect to their devotional influences and 
public services in our community.

Bobs’
Supermarket

David Daniel 
Dailey, 73

passed away after a short
illness in Anchorage on
Monday, Feb. 5, 2018
“Bummer” was born in

Wrangell to Marcus & Mae
Dailey on May 15, 1944. 

A public graveside service
at Sunset Gardens at 1 p.m.

on Sunday, Feb. 25
with a reception to follow

at the Episcopal Parish Hall.
Full obituary will be 

published at a later date.

Letters to the Editor
To the Editor:
Again, another slaughter of defenseless kids and

teachers. Again, the same dialog, “outlaw assault ri-
fles”——-“do better background checks”—-“stricter
gun laws—-.“ It’s always the same outcry without a
word about doing something practical and workable to
defend kids and teachers who are like sheep in a pen,
weaponless and helpless. How many more times are we
going to let murderers roam through schools, freely
killing anyone in sight, for minutes or hours without the
slightest concern someone might shoot back?? What if
they had to worry that someone ahead or behind them
might step out and blast them with a load of double-

aught buckshot or maybe be met with the same coming
through the door they are rattling? That would put a
crimp in their day of carnage.

How about arming a few gun-wise teachers, admin-
istrators, or other staff members? Schools, churches, and
other places people gather are full of people that know
how to handle a firearm. When some maniac is trying to
enter a classroom, it doesn’t take Wyatt Earp to shoot a
load of buckshot through the door, or peek around a cor-
ner or doorway and ruin a murderer’s day. With a shot-
gun, at say a hundred feet, even a poor shot would have
little problem hitting the back of a distracted killer.

Let’s put gun safes in a few rooms or offices in dif-

ferent areas of the building. A trained person, who occu-
pies the room most, should be the only one able to unlock
the gun safe. The locking mechanism would have to be
a secure one that is kid-proof. There are risks with this
idea. Kids might somehow get the gun and accidentally
or purposely shoot someone. But how many kids could
be killed that way compared to a maniac methodically
shooting any person they see?

All defensive measures have flaws and risks. None
are perfect and work in all situations, but compared to
no defense, doing something is far better than doing
nothing.

Ron Merritt

JUNEAU, Alaska (AP) – Doc-
tors confirmed the presence of
mumps in Juneau for the first time
in more than two decades.

There has been one confirmed
case of the disease in Juneau as of
Thursday, and three other possible
cases, Juneau Public Health Center
nurse manager Alison Gaines said.

The first case was diagnosed in
January, with the most recent sus-
pected case appearing this past
week, Gaines said.

This is the first confirmed case

of mumps in Juneau since 1997,
Alaska Division of Public Health
Epidemiologist Amanda Tiffany
said.

Mumps is a contagious disease
that causes swelling in a person’s
salivary glands. Other symptoms
include fever, headache, muscle
aches, fatigue and loss of appetite.
The disease is almost never fatal,
the Juneau Empire reported.

“I think the perception is that
mumps is not such a big deal, like,
‘Well, you have it and then it goes

away,’ but if you speak with any-
one who had it, they were miser-
able,” Tiffany said.

A mumps outbreak began in
Anchorage in the summer of 2017.
There have been 247 cases
statewide – 214 confirmed and 33
probable – since May of 2017,
Tiffany said, with 96 percent of
them being in Anchorage.

The lone confirmed case in
Juneau was in a person who had
recently traveled to Anchorage,
Gaines said.

The Department of Public
Health sent a notice Monday to the
Juneau School District and to li-
censed daycares alerting them to
the recent outbreak. Early symp-
toms are similar to that of a regular
cold, but those who believe they
have mumps should call their doc-
tor and set up an appointment,
Tiffany said. Physicians will likely
advise people to isolate themselves
for the five days after facial
swelling starts.

Mumps hits Juneau for first time in 20 years

Budget cuts pose danger to residents, officials say

GOT A NEW HOBBY? 
Find The Supplies

You Need In

The Classifieds

P.O. Box 798 • 205 Front St. Wrangell, AK 99929
PH: 874-2301 • FAX: 874-2303 • EMAIL: wrgsent@gmail.com

Call Today

JUNEAU, Alaska (AP) – Alaska environmental
conservation officials warned lawmakers that
budget cuts are increasing the dangers to residents.

The state Department of Environmental Con-
servation gave the warning as lawmakers work this
week to finalize the budgets of various state agen-
cies, the Juneau Empire reported Wednesday.

The department has seen its operating budget
reduced from $87.9 million in 2014 to a proposal
of $80.2 million for fiscal year 2019.

The department is tasked with enforcing drink-
ing water safety, sanitation standards, food safety,
and responding to oil spills.

“You don’t have the same amount of inspec-
tions, you don’t have the same amount of assis-
tance to the small communities that may be having
problems with their drinking water systems,” said
Larry Hartig, the department’s director. “You’re
going to have more instances of problems with
human health.”

Christina Carpenter, director of the Division of

Environmental Health, said the funding cuts have
completely changed how the department inspects
restaurants, grocery stores and the sources of
Alaska residents’ food.

“We’re in a position where we’re now prioritiz-
ing work based upon on funding source first and
then risk second,” she said.

Despite the cuts, lawmakers said residents
should still trust the conservation department to
keep them safe.

“I feel that we are safe, but we are probably at
a very minimal level (of funding),” Democrat Rep.
Neal Foster of Nome said. “I’ve had this subcom-
mittee this year and last year, and from what I’ve
seen, I don’t feel like we can make any further cuts
to ADEC. If we did, I would start questioning, I
think, to a greater extent whether people who go
out to eat at a restaurant, should be concerned.”

Republican Rep. DeLena Johnson of Palmer
said department administrators told her residents
should be safe under the proposed budget cuts.

Fish Factor
anyone is thinking about start-
ing an apprenticeship this year
we can be a resource at any
time,” she said.

Eric Jordan calls the appren-
tice program a win for everyone
involved.

“Finding crew with some 
experience and who loves 
fishing in Alaska is so critical to
the future of our industry,” he
said. “One of the things this 
program provides is the taste of
it. The deckhands know they
like it and skippers can recom-
mend them for future employ-
ment. It is a win-win.”

Deckhand applicants must be
at least 18 and preference is
given to Alaska residents.
Deadline to apply is March 1.

Visit www.alfafish.org/

Rockfish releases save lives
- More than 30 different kinds
of rockfish are found in Alaska
waters, though fewer than 10
species are commonly caught by
recreational fishermen, mostly
in Southeast Alaska. The fish
are slow growing and can live
well past 100 years.

“For yellow eye (red snap-
per) the age of first sexual 
maturity can be anywhere from
15-25 years old. So that has
important implications for when
these fish are harvested because
many can be caught 
before they have the opportunity
to reproduce even one time,”
said Sam Hochholter, a sport
fish biologist with the Alaska

Dept. of Fish and Game.
Last month in Sitka the state

Board of Fisheries voted to 
protect the fragile fish by requir-
ing that in two years, all 
salt water sport anglers in
Southeast must carry devices
that safely release rockfish to
the deep. On average, 
nearly 60,000 rockfish are
caught in the Southeast sport
fishery each year; about 5,000
are released.

When rockfish are reeled in,
their swim bladders expand
causing lethal injuries from the
rapid decompression. The air-
filled bladders also keep the fish
afloat, thrashing about the sur-

face.
“When you break them out of

deep water they don’t have the
ability to equalize the pressure,”
explained Ace Calloway, a re-
tired charter skipper from
Valdez. “The bladder expands
and pushes the eyes out the
sockets and the stomach out
their mouth. It’s a horrible look-
ing site. They basically suffer
the same thing a diver does that
comes up too fast – what we
normally call the bends.”

Callaway was the first to in-
vent and patent a simple tool
called the Black Tip catch and
release recompression tool that
gently lowers rockfish to the sea

floor.  Studies in Alaska and
Oregon have proven that rock-
fish quickly returned to the
depths can result in over 95 per-
cent survival.

A state web page called
“proper deepwater rockfish re-
lease” provides quick and easy
techniques on making and using
simple devices, such as
weighted jigs or plastic milk
cartons.

A rockfish release rule has
been on the books for Alaska
charter boats for six years.!  It
will go into effect for sport an-
glers in two years to allow for
more public education and out-
reach.

Continued from page 8

ANCHORAGE, Alaska (AP) _ A study of
bears and berries has determined that the big
animals are the main dispersers of fruit seeds
in southeast Alaska.

The study by Oregon State University re-
searchers says it’s the first instance of a tem-
perate plant being primarily dispersed by
mammals through their excrement rather
than by birds.

Researcher Taal Levi says seed dispersal
is a key component in the understanding of
any ecosystem.

He says brown and black bears thrive 
on Alaska’s Panhandle because of abundant
salmon but both feed on berries while 
they wait for spawning fish to enter 
streams.

Researchers used motion-triggered video
cameras and samples of saliva left on plants
to determine whether bears or birds were eat-
ing more berries and dispersing seeds
through excrement.

Levi says bears consumed and excreted far
more seeds.

What does a bear do in the
Alaska woods? Disperse seeds
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By DAN RUDY
Sentinel writer

The Wrangell Wolves chalked
up a pair of losses last weekend
hosting the Metlakatla Chiefs,
though it easily could have been
a split between the two teams.

Friday’s evening game was a
blowout for the Chiefs, which
controlled the court for much of
the game. Though the final score
ended up in a 52-42 win for
them, Wrangell coach Cody
Angerman acknowledged some
last-minute catching up had
helped close a larger gap be-
tween the two teams.

By now in the second half of
the season, the teams’ meeting is
their second in the rotation. Pre-
viously Wrangell had trouble
keeping up with Metlakatla’s of-
fense, which had set the pace for
their first game. Angerman said
the team subsequently tried a dif-
ferent tack, focusing more on
slowing things down. That
worked out well when sticking
with this game plan, and in the
following two games he thought
the formula showed promise.
Wrangell had held its own during
Friday’s first half, but lost its
focus as the game went on.

“The second night was a dif-
ferent story,” Angerman said.

The Wolves started out fol-
lowing just behind in the first
quarter, trailing 14-16. Its defen-
sive strategy began having its in-
tended effect by the next quarter,
with the Chiefs held to just two
points during the eight-minute
stretch. Wrangell took the lead
from there, building it to a 31-27
difference at the start of the final
quarter.

Angerman said some missed

opportunities allowed Metlakatla
the chance to catch back up,
tying the game at 40 by the last
buzzer. Heading into overtime,
the Chiefs scored the one point it
needed to pull off a 41-40 late-
night win.

Considering the weekend, the
coach saw his team making
progress as a unit. “We’re start-
ing to gel,” Angerman com-
mented.

Players were fitting into their
assigned roles on the court, put-
ting their skill sets to the best
use. Tymon Teat and sophomore
Trevor Miller both led the team
for points offensively, supported
by teammates Brett Abrahamson
and Riley Blatchley. Defensively,
Brian Schwartz and Caleb
Groshong “had some really im-
portant minutes,” Angerman
said, with Schwartz Saturday
shifting the momentum with
some important passes and re-
bounds.

Approaching the season’s
conclusion in only a few weeks,
Angerman felt this progress was
the most important part, becom-
ing the best team it can by tour-
nament time.

“We try to take it one game at
a time.”

Looking ahead, the team
heads next to Haines for some
Sunday and Monday games. “It’s
kind of a long trip,” Angerman
noted, with the team heading first
to Juneau Saturday before taking
the ferry early next day.

The coach anticipated the
Glacier Bears would make for a
pair of tough games. “They’re a
good team and they’re well-
coached,” he said. “We have our
hands full, that’s for sure.”

They will head back next
Wednesday, with scant time to
prepare for their homecoming

versus Petersburg on March 2.
The last games of the regular
season, the following weekend

will be Region V in Ketchikan,
where the Wolves’ progress will
be put to the test.

The Trump Administration’s
$4.4 trillion federal budget for
next year takes some mean
whacks to programs that affect
fisheries.

Off the top, the spending
plan unveiled on February 12
cuts the budget for the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Ad-
ministration (NOAA) by 20 per-
cent to $4.6 billion. Among
other things, NOAA manages
the nation’s fisheries in waters
from three to 200 miles off-
shore, which produce the bulk
of Alaska’s seafood landings.

It’s the cuts within the cuts
that reveal the most.

NOAA Fisheries is facing a
$110.4 million drop to $837.3
million, a 14 percent budget cut.
That includes a $17.7 million
decrease in fisheries science and
management, a $5 million cut in
data collection needed for stock
assessments, a $5.1 million re-
duction in funding for catch
share programs and a $2.9 mil-
lion cut to cooperative research
programs.

The proposals for NOAA law
enforcement are even more 
severe – a decline of $17.8 mil-
lion is a 25 percent budget re-
duction.

“The entire law enforcement
reduction is coming from the
agency’s cooperative 
enforcement program and will
eliminate funding for joint en-
forcement agreements 
with law enforcement partners
from 28 states and U.S. territo-
ries,” reported the Gloucester
Times.

The National Weather Serv-
ice, also under NOAA’s um-
brella, is facing a $75 million
slice off its $1 billion budget. It
will axe 355 jobs, more than a
quarter of the NWS staff, in-
cluding 248 forecasters. 

Trump also wants to cut $4.8
million from habitat and conser-
vation programs, wiping out
funding and grants for NOAA’s
fisheries habitat restoration
projects.

The Trump plan proposes
gutting $40 million from NOAA
climate change programs, which
would eliminate competitive
grants for research and end stud-
ies on global warming in the
Arctic, including predictions of
sea-ice and fisheries in a chang-
ing climate.

The national Sea Grant Col-
lege Program, which conducts
research, training and education
at more than 30 U.S. universi-
ties, is again on the chopping
block.

Funding for programs under
the U.S. Geological Survey
(USGS) that monitor earth-
quakes and volcanoes would
each drop by 21 percent. The

USGS water-resources pro-
gram,! which includes the na-
tional stream-gauge network,
would be reduced 23 percent.

Trump proposes to cut the
Environmental Protection
Agency’s budget to $6.1 billion
in 2019, its lowest level since
the early 1990s and about 25
percent below the current mark.

The EPA budget also elimi-
nates funding for climate-
change research while providing
$502 million for fossil energy
research, an increase of nearly
24 percent.

Seafood sales also could be
badly hurt by proposed deep
cuts to food stamps, or 
Supplemental Nutrition 
Assistance Program (SNAP).
Instead of shopping at grocery
stores, under Trump’s plan 
recipients would receive boxes
of shelf-stable commodity 
items such as powdered milk,
juices, pasta, peanut butter, and
canned meats, fruits and vegeta-
bles.

“Seafood is the only major

food group that is not consid-
ered a USDA commodity. If the
new food delivery platform is
going to put an emphasis on
commodity goods, then that will
leave out lean, heart-healthy
seafood,” said Linda Cornish,
president of the Seafood Nutri-
tion Partnership.

Closer to home, Trump also
plans to stop federal funding for
the Denali Commission, intro-
duced by Congress in 1998 as
an independent agency to pro-
vide critical utilities, infrastruc-
ture and economic support
throughout Alaska.  The plan
calls for a $10 million cut out of
$17 million, with the difference
going to an “orderly closure.”

The White House says that
any state that can afford to pay
its residents an annual dividend
doesn’t need a!“unique and ad-
ditional federal subsidy”!such as
the commission, wrote longtime
Alaska journalist Dermot Cole.
Trump added that “the commis-
sions’ effectiveness at improv-
ing overall economic conditions

remains unproven.”
The FY19 budget, which

goes into effect on October 1,
now goes before Congress.

First hand fishing - 
Want to learn if the fishing

life is for you?! Interested green-
horns can apply by March 1 for
a crew apprentice position start-
ing this summer.

“Some of the positions will
be a short day trip just to allow
young people to try fishing, and
some will be placed for a month
or the whole season. It’s going
to depend on the needs of the
skipper and what the crew mem-
ber is looking for,” said Alyssa
Russell, communications direc-
tor at the Alaska Longline Fish-
ermen’s Association in Sitka. As
with all crew, the rookies will
get paid for their work, she
added.

ALFA received $142,000 in
matching grants from the Na-
tional Fish and Wildlife Founda-
tion to launch the deckhand
apprenticeship program. It is

seen as a way to facilitate more
Alaskans into fishing careers in
an industry where the average
age now is over 50.

The apprentice program
began informally three years
ago with salmon troller Eric

Jordan who has since 
introduced over 40 young peo-
ple to fishing aboard his vessel.
ALFA used Jordan’s model to
create a more official program
that includes a curriculum of
fishing safety and other proto-
cols.

More skippers have signed
on for several different fisheries
this summer.

“We have trollers, longliners,
gillnetters and seiners,” Russell
said.

The apprentice program is
being centered in Southeast this
year as a trial run, and will
broaden to include other re-
gions. But ALFA does not want
to discourage others from get-
ting involved right away.

“This model is exportable. If
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NOAA Fisheries is facing a $110.4 million 
drop to $837.3 million, a 14 percent budget cut

Alaska Fish Factor
By LAINE WELCH
Fisheries columnist

Wrangell boys just short in OT hosting Chiefs

Riley Blatchley prevents Haines player Mark Davis from scoring during a home game win last
month. The Wolves and Lady Wolves both head up to the northern panhandle for a rematch this
weekend.

PHOTO BY DAN RUDY

Continued on page 9

KENAI, Alaska (AP) – Sport-fishing
license sales dropped in Alaska last year,
despite the state Department of Fish and
Game recording an increase in revenue
from license sales.

Division of Sportfish Director Tom
Brookover said Tuesday that the depart-
ment was expecting the decline in sales
because fees rose.

Brookover said resident license 

sales fell by a much higher percentage
than nonresident license sales. Resident
anglers bought 162,500 licenses in 2017,
about 20 percent fewer than about
203,000 licenses in 2016, Brookover
said.

The Legislature approved an 
increase in license fees in 2016, which
went into effect in 2017, the Peninsula
Clarion reported.

Yearlong residential sport-fishing 
licenses increased to $29 and nonresident
license fees increased to $25 for a 
one-day license and to $70 for a week li-
cense.

The goal was to raise revenue on both
hunting and fishing licenses that Fish and
Game could apply as a local match to ob-
tain more funding from the federal Pitts-
man-Robertson Wildlife Restoration Act

and the Dingell-Johnson Sport Fish
Restoration Act.

The money from license sales goes
into the Fish and Game fund, which
helps pay for various research and man-
agement activities. For the Division of
Sportfish, those funds in combination
with the federal Dingell-Johnson funds
comprise a majority of the budget,
Brookover said.

Sport fishing licenses down but revenues up



By DAN RUDY
Sentinel writer

Wrangell’s Amateur Athletics
Union basketball program will be
hosting its 2018 invitational this
weekend.

A gap bridging program for
middle school girls interested in
the sport, this is the Wrangell pro-
gram’s fifth year in operation, and
the regional tournament will be the
fourth it has hosted so far. Students
from Petersburg, Sitka and Juneau

will be making the trip, with play
for seeding starting this evening at
4 p.m.

Juneau and Sitka will be field-
ing three teams each, while
Wrangell and Petersburg will each
sport two. Wrangell coach Penny
Allen explained teams will be di-
vided up into A and B brackets de-
pending on skill set. The initial
A-bracket games will set things up
for a double elimination style tour-
nament stretching over Saturday
and Sunday.

This year Allen said the
Wrangell program has 15 girls
playing. Five of them are eighth
graders, who have played through
their team’s last two winning sea-
sons. But there are also a number
of younger students stepping up
this year, Allen explained, includ-
ing some fifth graders.

Divided into two teams,
Wrangell’s B squad has already
played one tournament this year, in
Petersburg. For the A team this
weekend will be its first of the
year. Afterward, it will next be
headed to Juneau later next month
for its annual Mike Jackson Me-
morial Tournament, which the
team has won two years running.

“We’re going for a third,” said

Allen.
Expenses for the program can

be tough to manage, running
around $20,000 for a season. Costs
primarily go to covering travel, but
also include gym rental for prac-
tices and equipment. To keep
things going, the team has ap-
proached local businesses for
sponsorships. Through their sup-
port Allen said the teams will be

able to customize their own tour-
nament shirts for the coming
weekend.

The program will also be sell-
ing concessions for part of the
weekend, and holding a 50/50 raf-
fle throughout.

“The money we raise goes to-
ward the whole program,” she
said.

To support the high school sen-

ior class, students’ parents will
have a go at running the conces-
sions Friday night and Saturday
morning.

Games will be split between the
community center and high school
courts, with the A-bracket tourna-
ment set to start Saturday at 2:40
p.m. An award ceremony will cap
the weekend off, set for 2:20 p.m.
on Sunday.
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Middle school
b-ball program
holding tourney
this weekend

By DAN RUDY
Sentinel writer

Playing at home over the
weekend, the Lady Wolves had a
pair of close games against Met-
lakatla High School.

“They were really good games
for the girls,” said Wrangell bas-
ketball coach Laurie Brown

The Miss Chiefs held a dou-
ble-digit lead through most of the
first half, ahead 37-20 by the
break. Metlakatla player Marissa
Yliniemi posed a particular ob-
stacle to Wrangell, netting six of
10 attempted three-pointers dur-
ing the game.

Wrangell pressed back, how-
ever, focusing on their defense

and putting the visiting team on
its guard.

“They pressed Metlakatla well
and were able to gain some
turnovers,” said Brown.

The Lady Wolves outscored
Metlakatla through the next two
quarters, closing things to 48-49
as the game neared its end. But
the team’s hands were tied some-
what by fouls, losing some of its
momentum.

“Fouls definitely killed us,”
Brown acknowledged.

Metlakatla ended up eking out
its victory by one point. During
the game Wrangell player Kaylyn
Easterly led the team in points,
placing seven free throws and

eight of 14 attempted baskets.
Brown noted the near-win was
definitely a team effort, with her
players stepping up both offen-
sively and defensively.

“The girls competed and
played really hard,” she said.

Rejoining for another game
the next day, Wrangell held a
close lead through much of the
first three quarters before being
overtaken. Personal fouls were
again a factor, with the Lady
Wolves committing 24 of them
Saturday. Metlakatla player
Drena Hayward ended up making
all 12 of her free throws during
the game, which ultimately fac-
tored into the Miss Chiefs’ 50-41

win.
Metlakatla remains the divi-

sion leaders for Region V, going
undefeated so far in the season.
Only a pair of weekends lie ahead
for Wrangell before all the re-
gion’s 2A schools meet up in
Ketchikan on March 7.

The team leaves Saturday for
Haines, with Sunday and Mon-
day games planned. Brown ad-
mitted it was an odd travel
arrangement for the team, but
limited ferry availability more or
less set their schedule. The Lady
Wolves are due to return Wednes-
day, which gives them only a
couple of evenings to prepare for
their homecoming weekend

games hosting Petersburg.
“It’s going to be a quick turn-

around,” said Brown.

Close losses in Lady Wolves home games

KODIAK, Alaska (AP) – Ko-
diak researchers will study why
Pacific cod stocks have been
shrinking over the past few
years.

The Kodiak Seafood and Ma-
rine Science Center researchers
will collect information about
the habitat use, diet and energet-
ics of juvenile cod, the Kodiak
Daily Mirror reported Tuesday.
The hypothesis is that warmer
temperatures increase the meta-
bolic rates of young cod and,
subsequently, their food sources
don’t supply enough energy.

The hypothesis stems from
research that suggests the

stocks’ decline was caused by a
mass of warm water that ap-
peared in the Pacific from 2014-
16.

In October, a National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Ad-
ministration survey reported a
71 percent decline in Pacific cod
abundance in the gulf since
2015 and an 83 percent decline
since 2013.

As a result, the North Pacific
Fishery Management Council
announced an 80 percent reduc-
tion to the Gulf of Alaska cod
quota for 2018. Both the city of
Kodiak and Kodiak Island Bor-
ough are attempting to have the

situation declared a fisheries
disaster in an effort to get fed-
eral relief funding.

“The status of Pacific cod is
probably the biggest fishery
issue facing Kodiak right now,”
said Mike Litzow, a member of
the research faculty with the
University of Alaska Fairbanks
fisheries department at the Ko-
diak Seafood and Marine Sci-
ence Center.

The study is part of a broader
initiative to seek funding to con-
tinue sampling in future winters.
Litzow said studies like this
only become valuable when
done over a number of years.

“It’ll give them more of a
heads-up. So they can say: in
three years you’re likely to see a
lot of fish, or you’re likely to not
see a lot of fish,” Litzow said.

Kodiak researchers to look into declining cod stocks
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By DAN RUDY
Sentinel writer

Wrangell’s Amateur Athletics
Union basketball program will be
hosting its 2018 invitational this
weekend.

A gap bridging program for
middle school girls interested in
the sport, this is the Wrangell pro-
gram’s fifth year in operation, and
the regional tournament will be the
fourth it has hosted so far. Students
from Petersburg, Sitka and Juneau

will be making the trip, with play
for seeding starting this evening at
4 p.m.

Juneau and Sitka will be field-
ing three teams each, while
Wrangell and Petersburg will each
sport two. Wrangell coach Penny
Allen explained teams will be di-
vided up into A and B brackets de-
pending on skill set. The initial
A-bracket games will set things up
for a double elimination style tour-
nament stretching over Saturday
and Sunday.

This year Allen said the
Wrangell program has 15 girls
playing. Five of them are eighth
graders, who have played through
their team’s last two winning sea-
sons. But there are also a number
of younger students stepping up
this year, Allen explained, includ-
ing some fifth graders.

Divided into two teams,
Wrangell’s B squad has already
played one tournament this year, in
Petersburg. For the A team this
weekend will be its first of the
year. Afterward, it will next be
headed to Juneau later next month
for its annual Mike Jackson Me-
morial Tournament, which the
team has won two years running.

“We’re going for a third,” said

Allen.
Expenses for the program can

be tough to manage, running
around $20,000 for a season. Costs
primarily go to covering travel, but
also include gym rental for prac-
tices and equipment. To keep
things going, the team has ap-
proached local businesses for
sponsorships. Through their sup-
port Allen said the teams will be

able to customize their own tour-
nament shirts for the coming
weekend.

The program will also be sell-
ing concessions for part of the
weekend, and holding a 50/50 raf-
fle throughout.

“The money we raise goes to-
ward the whole program,” she
said.

To support the high school sen-

ior class, students’ parents will
have a go at running the conces-
sions Friday night and Saturday
morning.

Games will be split between the
community center and high school
courts, with the A-bracket tourna-
ment set to start Saturday at 2:40
p.m. An award ceremony will cap
the weekend off, set for 2:20 p.m.
on Sunday.
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Teams will be divided into A and B brackets, with the A-bracket teams starting their main tourna-
ment Saturday afternoon at the high school gym. Entry is by donation.
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Middle school
b-ball program
holding tourney
this weekend

By DAN RUDY
Sentinel writer

Playing at home over the
weekend, the Lady Wolves had a
pair of close games against Met-
lakatla High School.

“They were really good games
for the girls,” said Wrangell bas-
ketball coach Laurie Brown

The Miss Chiefs held a dou-
ble-digit lead through most of the
first half, ahead 37-20 by the
break. Metlakatla player Marissa
Yliniemi posed a particular ob-
stacle to Wrangell, netting six of
10 attempted three-pointers dur-
ing the game.

Wrangell pressed back, how-
ever, focusing on their defense

and putting the visiting team on
its guard.

“They pressed Metlakatla well
and were able to gain some
turnovers,” said Brown.

The Lady Wolves outscored
Metlakatla through the next two
quarters, closing things to 48-49
as the game neared its end. But
the team’s hands were tied some-
what by fouls, losing some of its
momentum.

“Fouls definitely killed us,”
Brown acknowledged.

Metlakatla ended up eking out
its victory by one point. During
the game Wrangell player Kaylyn
Easterly led the team in points,
placing seven free throws and

eight of 14 attempted baskets.
Brown noted the near-win was
definitely a team effort, with her
players stepping up both offen-
sively and defensively.

“The girls competed and
played really hard,” she said.

Rejoining for another game
the next day, Wrangell held a
close lead through much of the
first three quarters before being
overtaken. Personal fouls were
again a factor, with the Lady
Wolves committing 24 of them
Saturday. Metlakatla player
Drena Hayward ended up making
all 12 of her free throws during
the game, which ultimately fac-
tored into the Miss Chiefs’ 50-41

win.
Metlakatla remains the divi-

sion leaders for Region V, going
undefeated so far in the season.
Only a pair of weekends lie ahead
for Wrangell before all the re-
gion’s 2A schools meet up in
Ketchikan on March 7.

The team leaves Saturday for
Haines, with Sunday and Mon-
day games planned. Brown ad-
mitted it was an odd travel
arrangement for the team, but
limited ferry availability more or
less set their schedule. The Lady
Wolves are due to return Wednes-
day, which gives them only a
couple of evenings to prepare for
their homecoming weekend

games hosting Petersburg.
“It’s going to be a quick turn-

around,” said Brown.

Close losses in Lady Wolves home games

KODIAK, Alaska (AP) – Ko-
diak researchers will study why
Pacific cod stocks have been
shrinking over the past few
years.

The Kodiak Seafood and Ma-
rine Science Center researchers
will collect information about
the habitat use, diet and energet-
ics of juvenile cod, the Kodiak
Daily Mirror reported Tuesday.
The hypothesis is that warmer
temperatures increase the meta-
bolic rates of young cod and,
subsequently, their food sources
don’t supply enough energy.

The hypothesis stems from
research that suggests the

stocks’ decline was caused by a
mass of warm water that ap-
peared in the Pacific from 2014-
16.

In October, a National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Ad-
ministration survey reported a
71 percent decline in Pacific cod
abundance in the gulf since
2015 and an 83 percent decline
since 2013.

As a result, the North Pacific
Fishery Management Council
announced an 80 percent reduc-
tion to the Gulf of Alaska cod
quota for 2018. Both the city of
Kodiak and Kodiak Island Bor-
ough are attempting to have the

situation declared a fisheries
disaster in an effort to get fed-
eral relief funding.

“The status of Pacific cod is
probably the biggest fishery
issue facing Kodiak right now,”
said Mike Litzow, a member of
the research faculty with the
University of Alaska Fairbanks
fisheries department at the Ko-
diak Seafood and Marine Sci-
ence Center.

The study is part of a broader
initiative to seek funding to con-
tinue sampling in future winters.
Litzow said studies like this
only become valuable when
done over a number of years.

“It’ll give them more of a
heads-up. So they can say: in
three years you’re likely to see a
lot of fish, or you’re likely to not
see a lot of fish,” Litzow said.

Kodiak researchers to look into declining cod stocks
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By DAN RUDY
Sentinel writer

The Wrangell Wolves chalked
up a pair of losses last weekend
hosting the Metlakatla Chiefs,
though it easily could have been
a split between the two teams.

Friday’s evening game was a
blowout for the Chiefs, which
controlled the court for much of
the game. Though the final score
ended up in a 52-42 win for
them, Wrangell coach Cody
Angerman acknowledged some
last-minute catching up had
helped close a larger gap be-
tween the two teams.

By now in the second half of
the season, the teams’ meeting is
their second in the rotation. Pre-
viously Wrangell had trouble
keeping up with Metlakatla’s of-
fense, which had set the pace for
their first game. Angerman said
the team subsequently tried a dif-
ferent tack, focusing more on
slowing things down. That
worked out well when sticking
with this game plan, and in the
following two games he thought
the formula showed promise.
Wrangell had held its own during
Friday’s first half, but lost its
focus as the game went on.

“The second night was a dif-
ferent story,” Angerman said.

The Wolves started out fol-
lowing just behind in the first
quarter, trailing 14-16. Its defen-
sive strategy began having its in-
tended effect by the next quarter,
with the Chiefs held to just two
points during the eight-minute
stretch. Wrangell took the lead
from there, building it to a 31-27
difference at the start of the final
quarter.

Angerman said some missed

opportunities allowed Metlakatla
the chance to catch back up,
tying the game at 40 by the last
buzzer. Heading into overtime,
the Chiefs scored the one point it
needed to pull off a 41-40 late-
night win.

Considering the weekend, the
coach saw his team making
progress as a unit. “We’re start-
ing to gel,” Angerman com-
mented.

Players were fitting into their
assigned roles on the court, put-
ting their skill sets to the best
use. Tymon Teat and sophomore
Trevor Miller both led the team
for points offensively, supported
by teammates Brett Abrahamson
and Riley Blatchley. Defensively,
Brian Schwartz and Caleb
Groshong “had some really im-
portant minutes,” Angerman
said, with Schwartz Saturday
shifting the momentum with
some important passes and re-
bounds.

Approaching the season’s
conclusion in only a few weeks,
Angerman felt this progress was
the most important part, becom-
ing the best team it can by tour-
nament time.

“We try to take it one game at
a time.”

Looking ahead, the team
heads next to Haines for some
Sunday and Monday games. “It’s
kind of a long trip,” Angerman
noted, with the team heading first
to Juneau Saturday before taking
the ferry early next day.

The coach anticipated the
Glacier Bears would make for a
pair of tough games. “They’re a
good team and they’re well-
coached,” he said. “We have our
hands full, that’s for sure.”

They will head back next
Wednesday, with scant time to
prepare for their homecoming

versus Petersburg on March 2.
The last games of the regular
season, the following weekend

will be Region V in Ketchikan,
where the Wolves’ progress will
be put to the test.

The Trump Administration’s
$4.4 trillion federal budget for
next year takes some mean
whacks to programs that affect
fisheries.

Off the top, the spending
plan unveiled on February 12
cuts the budget for the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Ad-
ministration (NOAA) by 20 per-
cent to $4.6 billion. Among
other things, NOAA manages
the nation’s fisheries in waters
from three to 200 miles off-
shore, which produce the bulk
of Alaska’s seafood landings.

It’s the cuts within the cuts
that reveal the most.

NOAA Fisheries is facing a
$110.4 million drop to $837.3
million, a 14 percent budget cut.
That includes a $17.7 million
decrease in fisheries science and
management, a $5 million cut in
data collection needed for stock
assessments, a $5.1 million re-
duction in funding for catch
share programs and a $2.9 mil-
lion cut to cooperative research
programs.

The proposals for NOAA law
enforcement are even more 
severe – a decline of $17.8 mil-
lion is a 25 percent budget re-
duction.

“The entire law enforcement
reduction is coming from the
agency’s cooperative 
enforcement program and will
eliminate funding for joint en-
forcement agreements 
with law enforcement partners
from 28 states and U.S. territo-
ries,” reported the Gloucester
Times.

The National Weather Serv-
ice, also under NOAA’s um-
brella, is facing a $75 million
slice off its $1 billion budget. It
will axe 355 jobs, more than a
quarter of the NWS staff, in-
cluding 248 forecasters. 

Trump also wants to cut $4.8
million from habitat and conser-
vation programs, wiping out
funding and grants for NOAA’s
fisheries habitat restoration
projects.

The Trump plan proposes
gutting $40 million from NOAA
climate change programs, which
would eliminate competitive
grants for research and end stud-
ies on global warming in the
Arctic, including predictions of
sea-ice and fisheries in a chang-
ing climate.

The national Sea Grant Col-
lege Program, which conducts
research, training and education
at more than 30 U.S. universi-
ties, is again on the chopping
block.

Funding for programs under
the U.S. Geological Survey
(USGS) that monitor earth-
quakes and volcanoes would
each drop by 21 percent. The

USGS water-resources pro-
gram,! which includes the na-
tional stream-gauge network,
would be reduced 23 percent.

Trump proposes to cut the
Environmental Protection
Agency’s budget to $6.1 billion
in 2019, its lowest level since
the early 1990s and about 25
percent below the current mark.

The EPA budget also elimi-
nates funding for climate-
change research while providing
$502 million for fossil energy
research, an increase of nearly
24 percent.

Seafood sales also could be
badly hurt by proposed deep
cuts to food stamps, or 
Supplemental Nutrition 
Assistance Program (SNAP).
Instead of shopping at grocery
stores, under Trump’s plan 
recipients would receive boxes
of shelf-stable commodity 
items such as powdered milk,
juices, pasta, peanut butter, and
canned meats, fruits and vegeta-
bles.

“Seafood is the only major

food group that is not consid-
ered a USDA commodity. If the
new food delivery platform is
going to put an emphasis on
commodity goods, then that will
leave out lean, heart-healthy
seafood,” said Linda Cornish,
president of the Seafood Nutri-
tion Partnership.

Closer to home, Trump also
plans to stop federal funding for
the Denali Commission, intro-
duced by Congress in 1998 as
an independent agency to pro-
vide critical utilities, infrastruc-
ture and economic support
throughout Alaska.  The plan
calls for a $10 million cut out of
$17 million, with the difference
going to an “orderly closure.”

The White House says that
any state that can afford to pay
its residents an annual dividend
doesn’t need a!“unique and ad-
ditional federal subsidy”!such as
the commission, wrote longtime
Alaska journalist Dermot Cole.
Trump added that “the commis-
sions’ effectiveness at improv-
ing overall economic conditions

remains unproven.”
The FY19 budget, which

goes into effect on October 1,
now goes before Congress.

First hand fishing - 
Want to learn if the fishing

life is for you?! Interested green-
horns can apply by March 1 for
a crew apprentice position start-
ing this summer.

“Some of the positions will
be a short day trip just to allow
young people to try fishing, and
some will be placed for a month
or the whole season. It’s going
to depend on the needs of the
skipper and what the crew mem-
ber is looking for,” said Alyssa
Russell, communications direc-
tor at the Alaska Longline Fish-
ermen’s Association in Sitka. As
with all crew, the rookies will
get paid for their work, she
added.

ALFA received $142,000 in
matching grants from the Na-
tional Fish and Wildlife Founda-
tion to launch the deckhand
apprenticeship program. It is

seen as a way to facilitate more
Alaskans into fishing careers in
an industry where the average
age now is over 50.

The apprentice program
began informally three years
ago with salmon troller Eric

Jordan who has since 
introduced over 40 young peo-
ple to fishing aboard his vessel.
ALFA used Jordan’s model to
create a more official program
that includes a curriculum of
fishing safety and other proto-
cols.

More skippers have signed
on for several different fisheries
this summer.

“We have trollers, longliners,
gillnetters and seiners,” Russell
said.

The apprentice program is
being centered in Southeast this
year as a trial run, and will
broaden to include other re-
gions. But ALFA does not want
to discourage others from get-
ting involved right away.

“This model is exportable. If
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NOAA Fisheries is facing a $110.4 million 
drop to $837.3 million, a 14 percent budget cut

Alaska Fish Factor
By LAINE WELCH
Fisheries columnist

Wrangell boys just short in OT hosting Chiefs

Riley Blatchley prevents Haines player Mark Davis from scoring during a home game win last
month. The Wolves and Lady Wolves both head up to the northern panhandle for a rematch this
weekend.

PHOTO BY DAN RUDY

Continued on page 9

KENAI, Alaska (AP) – Sport-fishing
license sales dropped in Alaska last year,
despite the state Department of Fish and
Game recording an increase in revenue
from license sales.

Division of Sportfish Director Tom
Brookover said Tuesday that the depart-
ment was expecting the decline in sales
because fees rose.

Brookover said resident license 

sales fell by a much higher percentage
than nonresident license sales. Resident
anglers bought 162,500 licenses in 2017,
about 20 percent fewer than about
203,000 licenses in 2016, Brookover
said.

The Legislature approved an 
increase in license fees in 2016, which
went into effect in 2017, the Peninsula
Clarion reported.

Yearlong residential sport-fishing 
licenses increased to $29 and nonresident
license fees increased to $25 for a 
one-day license and to $70 for a week li-
cense.

The goal was to raise revenue on both
hunting and fishing licenses that Fish and
Game could apply as a local match to ob-
tain more funding from the federal Pitts-
man-Robertson Wildlife Restoration Act

and the Dingell-Johnson Sport Fish
Restoration Act.

The money from license sales goes
into the Fish and Game fund, which
helps pay for various research and man-
agement activities. For the Division of
Sportfish, those funds in combination
with the federal Dingell-Johnson funds
comprise a majority of the budget,
Brookover said.

Sport fishing licenses down but revenues up
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
Harborlight Assembly of God

Sunday Worship, 10:30 a.m. and 6 p.m., 
Sunday School 9:45 a.m. 874-2244
St. Rose of Lima, Catholic Church

Sunday Masses 11:00 a.m. and 5:30 p.m.
Enrichment in Faith- All are welcome, 10:00 a.m.

874-3771 or 305-0654
St. Philip’s Episcopal Church

Holy Eucharist 10:00 a.m., Church School 10:00 a.m.
874-3047 or 874-4480

First Presbyterian
Worship Service 11 a.m., 874-3534

The Salvation Army
Sunday Worship, 11 a.m., Sunday School 10 a.m., 

874-3753
Island of Faith Lutheran Church-ELCA

Worship Service 9:30 a.m. followed by fellowship,
Faith Walking Saturday 10 a.m., 874-2743

Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints
Priesthood Relief Society & Primary at noon.;
Sunday School 11 a.m.; Sacrament 10 a.m., 

874-3976 or 3778
Wrangell Community Church of God

Sunday School, 9:45 a.m.
Sunday Worship, 11 a.m.; 874-3964

Bible Baptist Church
Sunday School, 9:45 a.m.;

Sunday Worship, 11 a.m. & 6 p.m., 874-2069
Wrangell Seventh-day Adventist Church

Saturday Worship, 11 a.m.; 
Young People & Adult Study, 9:30 a.m., 874-3039

Baha’i Faith 
Study circles, children’s and youth classes,

devotional meetings call 874-3521 
for information

Presented for all religious faiths of Wrangell 
in respect to their devotional influences and 
public services in our community.

Bobs’
Supermarket

David Daniel 
Dailey, 73

passed away after a short
illness in Anchorage on
Monday, Feb. 5, 2018
“Bummer” was born in

Wrangell to Marcus & Mae
Dailey on May 15, 1944. 

A public graveside service
at Sunset Gardens at 1 p.m.

on Sunday, Feb. 25
with a reception to follow

at the Episcopal Parish Hall.
Full obituary will be 

published at a later date.

Letters to the Editor
To the Editor:
Again, another slaughter of defenseless kids and

teachers. Again, the same dialog, “outlaw assault ri-
fles”——-“do better background checks”—-“stricter
gun laws—-.“ It’s always the same outcry without a
word about doing something practical and workable to
defend kids and teachers who are like sheep in a pen,
weaponless and helpless. How many more times are we
going to let murderers roam through schools, freely
killing anyone in sight, for minutes or hours without the
slightest concern someone might shoot back?? What if
they had to worry that someone ahead or behind them
might step out and blast them with a load of double-

aught buckshot or maybe be met with the same coming
through the door they are rattling? That would put a
crimp in their day of carnage.

How about arming a few gun-wise teachers, admin-
istrators, or other staff members? Schools, churches, and
other places people gather are full of people that know
how to handle a firearm. When some maniac is trying to
enter a classroom, it doesn’t take Wyatt Earp to shoot a
load of buckshot through the door, or peek around a cor-
ner or doorway and ruin a murderer’s day. With a shot-
gun, at say a hundred feet, even a poor shot would have
little problem hitting the back of a distracted killer.

Let’s put gun safes in a few rooms or offices in dif-

ferent areas of the building. A trained person, who occu-
pies the room most, should be the only one able to unlock
the gun safe. The locking mechanism would have to be
a secure one that is kid-proof. There are risks with this
idea. Kids might somehow get the gun and accidentally
or purposely shoot someone. But how many kids could
be killed that way compared to a maniac methodically
shooting any person they see?

All defensive measures have flaws and risks. None
are perfect and work in all situations, but compared to
no defense, doing something is far better than doing
nothing.

Ron Merritt

JUNEAU, Alaska (AP) – Doc-
tors confirmed the presence of
mumps in Juneau for the first time
in more than two decades.

There has been one confirmed
case of the disease in Juneau as of
Thursday, and three other possible
cases, Juneau Public Health Center
nurse manager Alison Gaines said.

The first case was diagnosed in
January, with the most recent sus-
pected case appearing this past
week, Gaines said.

This is the first confirmed case

of mumps in Juneau since 1997,
Alaska Division of Public Health
Epidemiologist Amanda Tiffany
said.

Mumps is a contagious disease
that causes swelling in a person’s
salivary glands. Other symptoms
include fever, headache, muscle
aches, fatigue and loss of appetite.
The disease is almost never fatal,
the Juneau Empire reported.

“I think the perception is that
mumps is not such a big deal, like,
‘Well, you have it and then it goes

away,’ but if you speak with any-
one who had it, they were miser-
able,” Tiffany said.

A mumps outbreak began in
Anchorage in the summer of 2017.
There have been 247 cases
statewide – 214 confirmed and 33
probable – since May of 2017,
Tiffany said, with 96 percent of
them being in Anchorage.

The lone confirmed case in
Juneau was in a person who had
recently traveled to Anchorage,
Gaines said.

The Department of Public
Health sent a notice Monday to the
Juneau School District and to li-
censed daycares alerting them to
the recent outbreak. Early symp-
toms are similar to that of a regular
cold, but those who believe they
have mumps should call their doc-
tor and set up an appointment,
Tiffany said. Physicians will likely
advise people to isolate themselves
for the five days after facial
swelling starts.

Mumps hits Juneau for first time in 20 years

Budget cuts pose danger to residents, officials say
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JUNEAU, Alaska (AP) – Alaska environmental
conservation officials warned lawmakers that
budget cuts are increasing the dangers to residents.

The state Department of Environmental Con-
servation gave the warning as lawmakers work this
week to finalize the budgets of various state agen-
cies, the Juneau Empire reported Wednesday.

The department has seen its operating budget
reduced from $87.9 million in 2014 to a proposal
of $80.2 million for fiscal year 2019.

The department is tasked with enforcing drink-
ing water safety, sanitation standards, food safety,
and responding to oil spills.

“You don’t have the same amount of inspec-
tions, you don’t have the same amount of assis-
tance to the small communities that may be having
problems with their drinking water systems,” said
Larry Hartig, the department’s director. “You’re
going to have more instances of problems with
human health.”

Christina Carpenter, director of the Division of

Environmental Health, said the funding cuts have
completely changed how the department inspects
restaurants, grocery stores and the sources of
Alaska residents’ food.

“We’re in a position where we’re now prioritiz-
ing work based upon on funding source first and
then risk second,” she said.

Despite the cuts, lawmakers said residents
should still trust the conservation department to
keep them safe.

“I feel that we are safe, but we are probably at
a very minimal level (of funding),” Democrat Rep.
Neal Foster of Nome said. “I’ve had this subcom-
mittee this year and last year, and from what I’ve
seen, I don’t feel like we can make any further cuts
to ADEC. If we did, I would start questioning, I
think, to a greater extent whether people who go
out to eat at a restaurant, should be concerned.”

Republican Rep. DeLena Johnson of Palmer
said department administrators told her residents
should be safe under the proposed budget cuts.

Fish Factor
anyone is thinking about start-
ing an apprenticeship this year
we can be a resource at any
time,” she said.

Eric Jordan calls the appren-
tice program a win for everyone
involved.

“Finding crew with some 
experience and who loves 
fishing in Alaska is so critical to
the future of our industry,” he
said. “One of the things this 
program provides is the taste of
it. The deckhands know they
like it and skippers can recom-
mend them for future employ-
ment. It is a win-win.”

Deckhand applicants must be
at least 18 and preference is
given to Alaska residents.
Deadline to apply is March 1.

Visit www.alfafish.org/

Rockfish releases save lives
- More than 30 different kinds
of rockfish are found in Alaska
waters, though fewer than 10
species are commonly caught by
recreational fishermen, mostly
in Southeast Alaska. The fish
are slow growing and can live
well past 100 years.

“For yellow eye (red snap-
per) the age of first sexual 
maturity can be anywhere from
15-25 years old. So that has
important implications for when
these fish are harvested because
many can be caught 
before they have the opportunity
to reproduce even one time,”
said Sam Hochholter, a sport
fish biologist with the Alaska

Dept. of Fish and Game.
Last month in Sitka the state

Board of Fisheries voted to 
protect the fragile fish by requir-
ing that in two years, all 
salt water sport anglers in
Southeast must carry devices
that safely release rockfish to
the deep. On average, 
nearly 60,000 rockfish are
caught in the Southeast sport
fishery each year; about 5,000
are released.

When rockfish are reeled in,
their swim bladders expand
causing lethal injuries from the
rapid decompression. The air-
filled bladders also keep the fish
afloat, thrashing about the sur-

face.
“When you break them out of

deep water they don’t have the
ability to equalize the pressure,”
explained Ace Calloway, a re-
tired charter skipper from
Valdez. “The bladder expands
and pushes the eyes out the
sockets and the stomach out
their mouth. It’s a horrible look-
ing site. They basically suffer
the same thing a diver does that
comes up too fast – what we
normally call the bends.”

Callaway was the first to in-
vent and patent a simple tool
called the Black Tip catch and
release recompression tool that
gently lowers rockfish to the sea

floor.  Studies in Alaska and
Oregon have proven that rock-
fish quickly returned to the
depths can result in over 95 per-
cent survival.

A state web page called
“proper deepwater rockfish re-
lease” provides quick and easy
techniques on making and using
simple devices, such as
weighted jigs or plastic milk
cartons.

A rockfish release rule has
been on the books for Alaska
charter boats for six years.!  It
will go into effect for sport an-
glers in two years to allow for
more public education and out-
reach.

Continued from page 8

ANCHORAGE, Alaska (AP) _ A study of
bears and berries has determined that the big
animals are the main dispersers of fruit seeds
in southeast Alaska.

The study by Oregon State University re-
searchers says it’s the first instance of a tem-
perate plant being primarily dispersed by
mammals through their excrement rather
than by birds.

Researcher Taal Levi says seed dispersal
is a key component in the understanding of
any ecosystem.

He says brown and black bears thrive 
on Alaska’s Panhandle because of abundant
salmon but both feed on berries while 
they wait for spawning fish to enter 
streams.

Researchers used motion-triggered video
cameras and samples of saliva left on plants
to determine whether bears or birds were eat-
ing more berries and dispersing seeds
through excrement.

Levi says bears consumed and excreted far
more seeds.

What does a bear do in the
Alaska woods? Disperse seeds
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By DAN RUDY
Sentinel writer

City staff from several depart-
ments were surprised to learn of
one late resident’s generosity.

At its meeting in early Decem-
ber, the Wrangell Convention and
Visitor Bureau discussed news
that Marian Glenz had be-
queathed a considerable donation
to it. Details at the time had yet to
be worked out, but at the Borough
Assembly’s February 6 meeting,
City Manager Lisa Von Bargen
had confirmed the contribution
totaled $50,000.

Born in Wisconsin in 1936,
Glenz spent her youth in Port Pro-
tection, Ketchikan, Meyers Chuck
and Wrangell. A commercial fish-
erman, rural postmaster and
writer, in her later years she was
an active member of the Wrangell
community. Often there at the
Nolan Center during community
markets and other activities, she
talked with tourists, residents and
most everybody she met. She
helped out at the museum, and
served on the Visitor Bureau from
2008 until her passing in April
2017.

The executor of her estate had
informed Von Bargen Glenz had
remembered the bureau in her
will, alongside her grandchildren
and surviving relations. The sum
was “to be used to promote
Wrangell,” according to her will.

“I am heartfully grateful for
her consideration of the financial
needs for promoting this commu-
nity,” Von Bargen commented. 

The contribution should be a
needed boost to the CVB’s adver-
tising efforts, particularly as mar-

keting for the state in general has
seen significant cuts. The state
tourism office saw its budget cut
from nearly $18M in 2014 re-
duced to just $1.5M for 2017.

The CVB’s own budget has re-
mained about the same since, ap-
proved each year at $65,400. The
bureau not only covers advertis-
ing and promotional activities, but
also makes a $10,000 line item
contribution to the Nolan Center
each year. It gets its budget from
a reserve fund which has slowly
been drawing down each year,
projected to $50,935 by the end of
the current fiscal year from
$114,735 in the middle of 2016.

“Her donation speaks to her
love of Wrangell, and wanting to
share it with the rest of the
world,” Von Bargen added.

“She was great. She had a sort
of unique perspective,” said Carol
Rushmore, the city’s 
finance director and colleague of
Glenz on the CVB. “She felt 
very strongly about the commu-
nity.”

In addition to her contribution
to the CVB, Glenz donated 21
boxes of books to Irene Ingle
Public Library, containing over
400 volumes. Many of the selec-
tions she contributed will fill out
the library’s Alaskana collection
at the back wall of its nonfiction
section.

“She was a frequent user of
the library,” Head Librarian Mar-
garet Villarma recalled. “She
loved to read about Alaska his-
tory.”

A writer as well as a reader,
among the books Glenz donated
were two of her own, “The B.S.

Counter” and “Myers Chuck!”
Both accounts are based on her
experiences in Southeast Alaska
and are available to check out
from the library.

“Some of them are hard to
get,” Villarma said of the new ad-
ditions. “We were very grateful
that she thought of us.”

Glenz had left the local mu-
seum some items as well, which
will be incorporated into its col-
lection.

“We loved her there, she was
quite a character,” said Terri Hen-
son, the Nolan Center’s director.
“She’s missed. We really looked
forward to having here there at
cruise time.”

Monday, February 12
Illegal parking: Citation is-

sued to Kevin Bylow, 47, for
Parked Blocking Roadway.

Citizen assist: Unlock vehi-
cle.

Theft: Vehicle.
Tuesday, February 13

Agency assist: MVA.
MVA reported.
Illegal Parking: Verbal warn-

ing to move vehicle.
Found Property: Owner noti-

fied and will pick up items at
PD.

Citizen Report: DUI.
Wednesday, February 14

MVA.
Vehicle damage.
Found Property: Dropped off

at station.
Thursday, February 15

Traffic Complaint.
Agency Assist: Dead Eagle.
Alarm: Fire: FD dispatched.
Citizen Assist: Vehicle un-

locked.
Friday, February 16

Courtesy Ride.
Disturbance: Officer re-

sponded.
Animal Complaint.
Threats reported.
86’d letter served.
86’d letter served.

Report of theft.
Courtesy transport.
Agency Assist: Public Works.
Traffic Stop: Verbal warning

given for drivers side headlight
out.

Citation issued to Clara
Haley, 68: Dog at Large.
Saturday, February 17

Citizen Assist: Officer mak-
ing contact with individual.

Car Alarm: Officers re-
sponded UTL.

Citation issued to Joshua
Davidson, 37, for Parking in
control area prohibits parking.

Agency Assist: High School.
Sunday, February 18

Agency Assist: Public Works.
Criminal Trespass: Officers

responded.
Found Property.
Citations issued to Jeannette

Anderson, 70, for Animal at
Large and citation for Licensing
required.

Parking Complaint: Vehicle
had been moved before Officers
arrived.

There were five ambulance
calls and two dog complaints in
this reporting week.

BOATS AND MARINE
IFQ’S AND FISHING PER-
MITS, Alaskan Quota and Permits
LLC, 907-772-4000, 1-888-347-

4437……tfn1-3b15

ALASKA SOUTHEAST HAND
TROLL PERMIT, For sale and

ready to transfer $10,600 firm.
Contact James Benson. 907-225-
3576……1x2-22b17

FOR RENT
3 BEDROOM !TOWNHOUSE, 2
bath, single car garage available
first week in March. No dogs. Call
907-305-0619……tfn1-25b18

2 BEDROOM APARTMENT, for
rent has washer dryer hookup, un-
furnished. Call 907-305-0619…
…tfn1-25b13

ISO HOUSE/APARTMENT one
to two-bedroom to occupy for
eight months. Contact Annette
Thompson 425-275-1579……
1x2-22b15

JOBS
WRANGELL MEDICAL CEN-
TER DEVELOPMENT COOR-
DINATOR: Part-time 20-25
hours/week, benefited position.
Development Coordinator man-
ages activities related to organiza-
tional development including:
external communication/public re-
lations/marketing, website/Face-
book management, grant
management, fundraising and
serving as the Public Information
Officer. Applications/job descrip-
tion available at WMC business
office. Contact Tammy White,
874-7000 for more information.
Wrangell Medical Center is an
EOE. Open until filled……1x2-
22b57

THANK YOU
KUDOS to both City Workers and
State Workers for clearing our
roads and sidewalks. From a disci-
plined and dedicated walker who
fully recognizes and appreciates
your hard work and effort. Thank

You, Rosemary Ruoff……1x2-
22b34

THANK YOU to the C.O.’s for
all the hospitality. Stevie Laucks…
…1x2-22b11

THANK YOU - FROM THE
FAMILY of Charles Richard
Meissner would like to thank all of
those people who kept us in their
thoughts and prayers during our
time of loss. We would also like to
thank all those who brought food
to our home, donated food for the
service and took time out of their
day to celebrate his life with us. It
was appreciated…...1x2-22b62

SERVICES
THE WRANGELL SENTINEL:
See us for black and white and
color copies up to 11x17. 205
Front St. 874-2301……tfndh

FAX SERVICES at the Sentinel.
Send or receive faxes. Fax number
874-2303……tfndh
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TThhee GGuutttteerr GGuuyyss
Continuous Rain Gutter Specialists

Will be in your area soon!
We can also provide snow stops, gutter 
cleaning, rot repair, & custom flashing

907-321-3170
Call ahead for priority scheduling

PUBLIC NOTICE
Wrangell Museum has been in the process of cleaning up its

paperwork and ownership on items held in the collection: Please
be advised that the Museum will acquire ownership of the 
following items if a valid claim is not received by the museum
within 45 days of the last publication of this notice. All items are
“Found in collection” All items have been in the museum’s 
documented possession since prior to 1993. A list of the items is
as follows: FIC #’s .235 Portrait of unknown person, .236 
xylophone, .237 Chinese ginger jar, .238 whiskey bottle, .239
John Walker bottle, .240 Milk bottle, .241 Mellins food jar, .242
Battery Eveready dry cell, .243 Log Dog, .244 Kitchen utensil,
.245 2 sm. bottles, .246 sm. glass bottle, .247 windmill design
serving platter, .248 serving tray, .249 aluminum lazy susan, .250
Burned stick, .251 doll blanket with design, .252 button, .253
hand crafted sm beaded patch, .254 camera part, .255 fish lure,
.256 shotgun shell casing, .257 Coprolite, .258 serpentine, .259
Howlite, .260  (7) rocks, .261 (3) agate, .262 chalcedony, .263
palm wood, .264 agate, .265 Geode small, .266 wood fossil, .267
Cinelarger, .268 washboard, .269 polaroid camera, .270 halibut
gangions, .271 Oyster tree burl, .282 coral, .283 (7) iron pyrite,
.274 pink crocheted basket, .275 shoe last, .276 & .277 glass ink
stand, .278 glacier cannery trade token, .279 & .280AK 49th
birthday token, .281 Seattle fair token, .282 insulator, .283 &
.284 sq. nails, .285 starfish, .286 (27) petroglyph & headstone
rubbings. Contact: Terri Henson, Museum Director, PO Box
1050, Wrangell AK 99929. 907-874-3770 for more information
or to make claim of ownership. Claims must be supported by
documentation or proof of ownership.
Published: February 8, 15, 22 and March 1, 2018

WHAT IS ONE OF THE SMARTEST
ADVERTISING CHOICES AVAILABLE?

They cost as little as
$10.00 for up to 15 words. 
40¢ for additional words.

6% city sales tax additional.

Ask us about our classified ads!
PHONE 874-2301

FAX 874-2303
The deadline for classified ads is 12 pm

EMAIL – wrgsent@gmail.com WEB SITE – www.wrangellsentinel.com 205 FRONT STREET

A CLASSIFIED AD

Police report

Public Notice
Wrangell Cooperative 

Association Transportation
(WCAT) is updating its 
Long-Range Transportation
Plan (LRTP). The draft FRTP
is available for questions and
comments at the WCAT 
office at 104 C-1 Lynch St
from 8 a.m.-4 p.m., Mon-Fri.
Deadline for comments:
March 2, 2018 at 1 p.m. Call
Bill Willard at 874-3077 for
more information.
Publish: February 22, 2018

STATE OF ALASKA
DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES

DIVISION OF FORESTRY
SOUTHEAST AREA OFFICE

PUBLIC REVIEW
FIVE-YEAR SCHEDULE OF TIMBER SALES

The Alaska Department of Natural Resources, Division of Forestry 2018-2022 Preliminary Five-Year
Schedule of Timber Sales for the Southern Southeast Area is available for public review. Per AS 38.05.113
this is a scoping document that outlines the proposed timber sale activity to be undertaken on State land
over the next five years. The Five-Year Schedule is not a decision document.

The public is invited to comment on any aspect of the Five-Year Schedule of Timber Sales.  Comments
should be mailed to the Alaska Division of Forestry and must be received by the close of business at the
Division of Forestry’s office no later than March 15, 2018 to be included as comment in the adopted
schedule. This document can be viewed at the Area Office in Ketchikan, the public libraries in Craig,
Ketchikan, Petersburg and Wrangell, the State of Alaska’s on-line public notice website
https://aws.state.ak.us/OnlinePublicNotices/Notices/View.aspx?id=188764 as well as the DOF’s website
http://forestry.alaska.gov/timber/ketchikan.htm#fiveyear.

After public comment has been received and reviewed, the Division of Forestry may proceed with
planning the proposed timber sales and associated developments. When each sale is prepared and ready
for review, notice of the proposed decision and the opportunity for public comment will be given for that
specific timber sale, as is required under state statutes and regulations. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION OR TO SUBMIT COMMENTS CONTACT:
Alaska Division of Forestry Contact: Greg Staunton 
2417 Tongass Avenue, Suite 213 Phone: 225-3070
Ketchikan, AK  99901 Fax: 247-3070

Email: greg.staunton@alaska.gov

The State of Alaska, Department of Natural Resources, Division of Forestry Complies with Title II of
the American with Disabilities Act of 1990.  Individuals with disabilities who may need auxiliary aids,
services, or special modifications to participate in this review may contact the number above.
Published: Ferbuary 15 and 22, 2018

CITY AND BOROUGH OF WRANGELL
JOB ADVERTISEMENT 

Temporary Laborers/Brush Cutters
Light Department

The City and Borough of Wrangell will accept applications to
establish a pool of Temporary Laborers/Brush Cutters for the
Light Department.  You must have a valid Alaska Drivers license.  

The Light Department will begin to accept applications on
February 9, 2018 to establish an open pool of applicants for 
temporary help. Applicants can submit an application anytime
through December 31, 2018. Employees will be selected from 
applications in the pool at the time employees are needed 
throughout the year. Those who have applied previously will need
to re-apply.

The work is temporary help working with Light Department
employees on various projects as needed. Applicants must be able to
work in all weather conditions. These positions will be filled on a
temporary as needed basis. 

Applications may be obtained and returned to City Hall, Attn:
Aleisha Mollen, 205 Brueger Street (P.O. Box 531), Wrangell, AK
99929.

The City and Borough of Wrangell is an Equal Employment
Opportunity Employer.

Lisa Von Bargen
Borough Manager

Publish: February 15 and 22, 2018

Trooper report
February 3
Alaska Wildlife Troopers, Wrangell Post, concluded a residency investigation involving Stephen Nes-

bitt, age 49 from Washington. Investigation determined Nesbitt was claiming Alaska residency on his fish-
ing licenses while receiving benefits from Washington. Additionally Nesbitt obtained two subsistence
salmon permits by claiming residency. Nesbitt was issued a summons on five counts of False Statement
on a License with a mandatory court appearance in the District Court at Wrangell on Feb. 21.

Served soup by Sophia O’Brien, Maria Glenz celebrates Alaska Day in 2013 with other community
elders at Island of Faith Lutheran Church. Glenz spent most of her life in the state, and after her
passing last year left a considerable donation of money, books and items to Wrangell’s Visitor Bu-
reau, museum and library.

SENTINEL FILE PHOTO

Resident bequeaths $50,000 to city visitors bureau

Two books written by late resident Marian Glenz will join the
Wrangell Library’s Alaskana collection. Taking up the far wall of
the library’s nonfiction section, the collection’s volumes cover al-
most every subject pertaining to the 49th state.

PHOTO BY DAN RUDY



February 28, 1918: From one
of the Dailies of Alaska: “It is
pretty generally believed that a
bunch of women can’t get along to-
gether for any length of time with-
out a lot of friction,” says Miss
Anna Durkee, head of the Alaska
Garnet Mining and Manufacturing
Company, a $1,000,000 concern,
“but I want to say most emphati-
cally that it isn’t so. Fifteen of us
have been closely associated for
eight years now, and never once
have we had any ructions in a
board meeting-we’ve gone through
some pretty strenuous times, too.”
It was eight years ago that Miss
Durkee went to Alaska to look over
a copper proposition. It didn’t size
up to her idea of sure thing, but
being of the opinion that the
boundless resources of the north-
land were as available for woman
as for men, Miss Durkee began
casting about here for opportuni-
ties, and thus it was that she learned
of a garnet claim for sale at the
mouth of the Stikine River, nine
miles from Wrangell. She bought
an option on the claim, then re-
turned to her home town in Min-
nesota and by dint of much
enthusiastic talk persuaded four-
teen of her women friends to go in
with her. The original owner of the
claim didn’t think the garnets
amounted to much, but Miss Dur-
kee as controlling stockholder, sec-
retary and general manager went to
work.

March 5, 1943: All the girls
were present this meeting and were
all sewing something such as table-
cloths, napkins, potholders and
dish towels. Miss Pickett appointed
Margie Sumption and Olga Oglend
to write a letter to another Girl
Scout in America. This letter will
be to Miss Hamet, a Girl Scout
leader. The letter will be published
in the American Girl magazine.
Some pictures of our troop will be
taken to send her. Miss Pickett, our

Girl Scout leader, asked us ques-
tions and we were to answer them
to see if we can win with the high-
est points. Yolanda Ferguson won
with the highest score. Miss Pickett
suggested we learn to tie knots and
next Monday when we go on our
hike we are going to study knots.
The meeting ended with the song
“Taps.” A Girl Scout is Courteous. 

March 7, 1968: Wrangell has
mud up to its axles this week. But
firm ground seemed a little closer.
City crews were busy this week
putting rock on streets throughout
the community. State highway
workers were trying to firm up Zi-
movia Highway and Government
Road. City Administrator Clayton
Schmitt said the city crews would
be closing down some streets in
town for major repairs. Among
them were sections of Second Av-
enue and Case Avenue. Workers
were also hand patching holes in
the streets. Things should be a lot
better next year for residents along
Church Street and Zimovia High-
way. State crewmen arrived in
town this week to begin work on
the $1.3 million Church Street Zi-
movia Highway job. Ted Vander
Weyst, construction engineer on
the job, and four state highway

men arrived here Monday. They
plan to hire two or three more men
to round out their crew. Officials of
Green Construction estimate that
they’ll be using 35 workers on the
road project. Work is expected to
begin on the road job about April
1. Green, the low bidder for the
road job, is completing the $1.5
million state airport project. Offi-
cials said the job is 40 percent com-
plete. Completion is expected by
August 1.

February 25, 1993: A single
line in President Clinton’s massive
economic package submitted to
Congress Feb. 17, has raised the
idea of a new review of Tongass
National Forest management, an
issue that many believed was set-
tled by Congress in 1990. The
President proposed a phasing out
of below cost timber sales over a
four-year period beginning in fiscal
year 1994. The move would result
in a savings of $274 million for the
Federal Treasury, the White House
said. Environmental groups for
years have claimed that the Ton-
gass is a big money loser for the
Federal Government, while back-
ers of the timber industry contend
the Southeast Alaska forest is eco-
nomically viable.
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Wrangell
Weather

Daylight
Hours

Date                          High       Low
Feb. 12 35 24
Feb. 13 37 33
Feb. 14 35 28
Feb. 15 33 32
Feb. 16 34 28
Feb. 17 33 21
Feb. 18 30 18
Feb. 19 28 19

Date          Sunrise   Sunset   Daylight
Feb. 22 6:59 am 5:05 pm 10:06h
Feb. 23 6:57 am 5:07 pm 10:10h
Feb. 24 6:54 am 5:09 pm 10:15h
Feb. 25 6:52 am 5:12 pm 10:20h
Feb. 26 6:49 am 5:14 pm 10:25h
Feb. 27 6:47 am 5:16 pm 10:29h
Feb. 28 6:44 am 5:18 pm 10:34h
Mar. 01 6:42 am 5:20 pm 10:38h

We can supply you with
just about any rubber
stamp or custom marking
device you need. Need a
signature stamp? No
problem. We can provide you with special
stamps and ink. Just call the Wrangell
Sentinel at 874-2301.

Need a
Rubber
Stamp?

Choose the Wrangell Sentinel
for all your copy needs - 
only 20 cents
per copy for
black and
white

The Wrangell Sentinel

Prescriptions, Gifts,
Candy, Cards

New Perfumes Are Here!

SS tt ii kk ii nn ee  DD rr uugg

Hardware,
Appliances,

Sporting Goods,  
Toys, Housewares,
Building Supplies, 

Clothing and More!

Ottesenʼs True Value
874-3377

Call 874-2468
for an appointment

Groceries
Meats • Bakery

Deli • Liquor
Wrangell’s Complete Food Store

Phone 874-2341

Bobsʼ IGABobsʼ IGA

Call Toll Free 1-800-942-9741

TTYYEEEE TTRRAAVVEELL
CCrruuiissee aanndd TToouurr SSppeecciiaall iiss tt

• Cruises • Packages
• Vacations

Cruises and custom tours 
to Alaska for your 
family & friends

Wrangell
887744--33338833

Full Grocery, Meats & Produce,
Video Rentals

Fax, Copy & Postage
423 Front St             (907)874-3333

Buness Bros. Inc.
Appliances
Home Furnishings
& Sporting Goods

874-3811

Sentry
HHaarrddwwaarree && MMaarriinnee

408 Front Street
874-3336

Got A Question. . .Need A Hand?

P.O.  Box 1139 • Wrangell 99929

Johnson’s Building Supply
FOR ALL YOUR

BUILDING NEEDS

We Deliver
2.5 Zimovia Highway

Phone 874-2375
Fax 874-3100

Business Directory 907-874-2301To advertise here just call:

MARCH IS NEARLY HERE AND
SPRING IS RIGHT AROUND THE CORNER,

and with it comes Easter, St. Patrick’s Day, planting season, 
and spring cleaning. Whatever your reason to 

celebrate spring, your local merchants can help 
so check with them then get outside and 

enjoy the new season!

Need More
Room? Sell
Your Extra

Stuff In The
Classifieds.

Call 
874-2301

Thursday, Feb. 22
SAIL Class: 10:00 a.m. Senior Apartments Atrium. Stay Active and Independent for Life (SAIL) 
free class is a strength, balance and fitness class for adults 65+. For more info call 874-3375.
Healthy Eating Demo on Healthy Food Preperation: 11:30 a.m. Senior Apartments Atrium. Free class.
Learn how easy it is to prepare healthy and delicous food. Samples will be available. For more info call 874-
3375.
Yoga: 5:30 a.m. AICS Medical Clinic. Yoga for everybody, please come and join.

Friday, Feb. 25
Singspiration: Everyone invited to the Lutheran Church at 6:30 p.m. Refreshments and fellowship offered
following the service. All are welcome.

Monday, Feb. 26
Hatha Yoga: 5:30 p.m.-6:30 p.m. Hosted at the AICS Medical Clinic.

Wednesday, Feb. 28
Share the Gospel Story: Come listen while Karen Tinklepaugh and Becca Cressell share the Gospel. Nolan
Center classroom at 7:00 p.m.
Is the attendance at your meeting or event low?  Call Adrienne at the Sentinel to have it placed here.

PARKS & REC ACTIVITIES: Mid-day closure: M-F 1:30-3:30 p.m. Closed Sunday
POOL:
Arthritis Foundation Exercise Class: M-W-F 8:30-9:30 a.m.
Water Aerobics:                              M-W-F 10:00-11:00 a.m.
Lap Swim:                                       M-W-F 6:00-7:30 a.m. MTWThF 11:30 a.m.-1:00 p.m.

TuTh 5:15-6:15 p.m. Sa 11:00 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
2 Lane Lap Swim:   M-W-F 10:00-11:00 a.m.
Lap/Tot Swim:                                MTWThF 11:30 a.m.-1:00 p.m. S 11:00 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
Swim Club:                                     M-F 3:15-5:15 p.m. 
Open Swim:                        M-W 5:30-7:00 p.m. F 6:30-8:00 p.m. S 1:00-2:00 p.m.

WEIGHT ROOM: M-Thu 6:00 a.m.-1:30 p.m., 3:30-7:30 p.m. F 6:00 a.m.-1:30 p.m., 3:30-8:30 p.m. S 10:00
a.m.-2:30 p.m.

MEETINGS
AA MEETINGS: Smoked Fish Fri 8 p.m.; Step Study Sat. 7 p.m. at the Episcopal Church Parish Hall, Study
Materials provided.
NA MEETING: Wed, We Do Recover 7 p.m. at the Episcopal Church Parish Hall. 
BRIDGE SOCIAL: Fri 1 p.m. at the Island of Faith Lutheran Church 874-3440, 874-3507.
SALVATION ARMY FOOD BANK: Tues 10 a.m.-2 p.m. For information please call Major Michael Bates 874-
3753. 

The Way We Were In the Sentinel 100, 75, 50 and 25 years ago.

Continuing Events

Birthdays & Anniversaries

The Sentinel extends its best wishes to the persons listed on the
Wrangell Chamber of Commerce Community Scholarship Birth-
day Calendar.
Thursday, Feb. 22: Erika Bates, Jim Maxand, Steve Anger-

man, Cocoa Massin, Sierra Wickman, Candace Hunt. Friday,
Feb. 23: Anna Allen. Saturday, Feb. 24: Lisa Schultz, Sean
Rooney, Emilie Turner, Elsie Hansen, Elsie Bailey, Shanda Bar-
low, Andrea Irvine. Anniversary: Rob and Sharry Rooney. Sun-
day, Feb. 25: Ryan Howe, Fiona Scambler, Dominique Kay,
Samantha DeBoer, Susan Wooden, Sharry Rooney. Monday,
Feb. 26: Roman Privett-Murphy, Tyler Taylor, Richard Brad-
shaw, Kathleen Harding, Nathan Klinke, Sue Stevens, Sari
Moore, Stella Buness.Tuesday, Feb. 27: Jacob Hammer, Amber
Hommel, Tina Draper, Anniversary: Chuck and Ava Hay.
Wednesday, Feb. 28: Howard McNeely, Frank Warfel, Tasha
Massin, Shannon Nore, Felix Villarma, Lou Davidson, Kyla
Teat.Thursday, March 1: Jamie Strain.  

If you would like to add a birthday or anniversary at no charge
please call the Sentinel at 874-2301.

TIDES
Feb. 22 - March 1

Northbound Southbound
Saturday, Feb. 24
Kennicott 8:45 p.m.
Sunday, Feb. 25
Columbia 7:15 p.m.
Tuesday, Feb. 27
Kennicott 7:45 a.m.
Saturday, Mar. 3
Kennicott 1:00 a.m.
Sunday, Mar. 4
Columbia 2:15 p.m.
Wednesday, Mar. 7
Kennicott 1:15 a.m

Monday, Feb. 26
Kennicott 3:00 p.m.
Wednesday, Feb. 28
Columbia 5:30 a.m.
Friday, Mar. 2
Kennicott 3:15 a.m.
Monday, Mar. 5
Kennicott 4:00 a.m.
Wednesday, Mar. 7
Columbia 5:15 a.m.
Friday. Mar. 9
Kennicott 9:15 a.m.

Arrival times may vary. Call 874-2021 for verification 
or call 874-3711 for recorded information.

Thursday, Feb. 22
Pork chop suey, rice, peas, danish salad.

Friday, Feb. 23
Turkey pot pie, romaine/radish salad, cinnamon roll.

Monday, Feb 26
New England clam chowder, tomato tuna sandwich, texas

coleslaw.
Tuesday, Feb. 27

Beef burrito, spanish rice, black beans, fruit slaw, chips/salsa.
Wednesday, Feb. 28

Chicken fricassee, dumplings, peas, orange slices.
Thursday, March 1

Veggie/beef hash, tomato rockefeller, cauli/broc toss, hot roll.
Please call Wrangell Senior Center 

at 874-2066 by 10 a.m. for reservations.
Milk, tea and coffee will be served with meals.

Wrangell Roundup: Special Events

Senior Center Menu

Departures
FERRY

High Tides                     Low Tides
AM PM AM PM

Time Ft Time Ft Time Ft Time Ft
Feb. 22 4:43       15.4      5:25       12.6      11:07     1.6     11:11    3.2             
Feb. 23 5:42       15.0      6:51       11.9        ....         ....      12:15    1.7
Feb. 24 6:58       14.9      8:22       12.1       0:17      4.2      1:34     1.5
Feb. 25 8:19       15.3      9:38       13.2       1:38      4.7      2:56     0.6
Feb. 26 9:31       16.3    10:39       14.6       3:03      4.3      4:07    -0.7
Feb. 27 10:33        17.4    11:31       16.0       4:16      3.1      5:04    -2.0
Feb. 28 11:28        18.4        ....           ....        5:15      1.7      5:52    -2.9
Mar. 01 0:17        17.1    12:18       19.0       6:04      0.5      6:35    -3.2

JUNEAU, Alaska (AP)  – Lt.
Gov. Byron Mallott criticized
Juneau’s bid for annexation, say-
ing the state’s capital city is not
being a good neighbor.

Speaking at a conference
Wednesday, Mallott lambasted
officials for trying to annex parts
of nearby Admiralty Island,
CoastAlaska News reported . His
comments were made at the
Southeast Conference Mid-Ses-
sion Summit.

The Assembly voted in Janu-
ary to add four parcels to its bor-
ough, including parts of northern

Admiralty Island. It later
dropped one parcel after hearing
objections from Juneau cabin
owners. Officials in Angoon, the
island’s only city, also opposed
the annexation, calling it a land
grab.

Most of Admiralty Island’s
million acres are protected as a
national monument. It’s used for
subsistence hunting and fishing.
A mine on its north end has al-
ready been annexed by Juneau.

“Juneau needs to recognize
that it’s the capital of Alaska but
also the regional center of South-

east,’’ Mallott said. “And it has a
responsibility and an obligation
to reach out affirmatively to
every other community in South-
east and say, `Let’s be neighbors
and let’s work together and let’s
build a place that is unassailable
by the Legislature or anyone else
who would seek to divide us.’’

Mallott said Juneau should 
respect the objections of island
residents by dropping additional
parcels from the annexation 
plan.

“The people of Angoon feel
so passionate and spiritual about

all of Admiralty Island,’’ he said.
“They’re concerned about eco-
nomic development on that side
of the island now. What’s the fu-
ture of their island, that they
share with the rest of our country
as one of the most beautiful
places on the face of the Earth.’’

Juneau Mayor Ken Koelsch
said city officials have tried to
work with Angoon but couldn’t
come up with a time to meet.

Koelsch said he’ll continue to
try to set up a meeting.

Koelsch said Juneau also has
longtime connections to the land

it’s trying to annex. The land in-
cludes historic trade routes and
areas are claimed as traditional
territory by Juneau’s Aak’w
Kwaan and Taku Kwaan.

The city began looking at the
parcels after losing a boundary
battle with Petersburg. Both bor-
oughs claimed rights to absorb
acreage on the mainland between
the two communities. Juneau
lost, in part because Petersburg
petitioned for the property first.
So it began looking at other areas
within model borough bound-
aries set years before.

State official blasts Juneau’s bid to annex island land

JUNEAU, Alaska (AP) – The Alaska
Senate is considering a bill that would
exempt utility companies from liability
related to a pesticide used on most
wooden power poles in the state.

The bill comes after federal wildlife
officials alerted state authorities to “con-
cerning levels’’ of the pesticide in areas
on the Kenai Peninsula, KTOO Public
Media in Juneau reported Thursday.

Most power poles are treated with the
pesticide Pentachlorophenol. In 2015,
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service biologists

found elevated levels of the pesticide in
soils around power poles in the Kenai
National Wildlife Refuge.

The federal agency has not yet 
published its full findings on the 
matter.

The state Department of Environmen-
tal Conservation was alerted to the issue
in January 2016, and state regulators no-
tified an electricity utility that it could be
held responsible for pesticide contamina-
tion around its poles.

The bill under consideration was

sponsored by Republican Sen. Peter Mic-
ciche. He told the Senate Resources
Committee that his bill aims to protect
the electricity consumers by protecting
the power companies.

“The reason for bringing this forward
is the financial protection of nearly every
Alaskan ratepayer who depends upon a
utility to have electricity delivered to
their home, business or facility,’’ Micci-
che said.

Under the bill, the liability for con-
tamination would just shift from the util-

ities to the property owners, Democratic
Sen. Bill Wielechowski said.

“I’m concerned that nobody’s going to
be responsible,’’ Wielechowski said. “I
mean, should the manufacturer possibly
be responsible? Should the person who’s
applying it be responsible? It would seem
to me, there should be some responsibil-
ity somewhere other than the person who
has absolutely no say about where these
poles go.’’

The Environmental Conservation De-
partment said it’s studying the matter.

Alaska mulls liability protections for pesticide on poles



ports a vibrant art economy cen-
tered around Santa Fe each sum-
mer.

Along with forming the special
subcommittee, SEC voted in favor
of drafting a letter to online arts re-
tailer Etsy, expressing its opposi-
tion to the site’s ban on the sale of
fur- and ivory-based goods. The
ban on fur-based items was re-
cently reversed by Etsy, but the let-
ter would nonetheless support the
efforts of the Northwest Coast Arts
Initiative to allow at least Native
artists the opportunity to sell their
wares.

Meanwhile, while in Juneau
Wrangell’s representatives took
time to make their rounds in the
capital. Von Bargen and Decker
met with counterparts at the de-
partments of Transportation and
Environmental Conservation, to
get updates on Evergreen Road
improvements and the Byford
junkyard monofill, respectively.
Von Bargen said they had also met
with the city’s lobbyist and its rep-
resentation, Rep. Dan Ortiz and
Sen. Bert Stedman, both to high-
light the list of legislative priorities
the Wrangell Assembly approved
last month and learn the latest on
the budget.

The two also attended the
Alaska Federation of Natives’ Feb-
ruary meeting last week, where its
members discussed possible sup-
port for developing a residential
accelerated high school in
Wrangell under the Alaska Native
Science and Engineering Program.
At its November meeting, ANSEP
had tabled a resolution backing the
concept. While the state’s largest
Native organization discussed the
item last week, it again chose to
table it until its meeting scheduled
for May.

“The board had a good discus-
sion on the issue,” Von Bargen re-
called. She gathered a proposal
would be better received if it had a
less jurisdictional direction, focus-
ing more generally on developing
the program statewide. She said
members had also expressed con-
cerns about a residential school’s
impact on diverting students from
smaller schools in Alaska’s rural
reaches, as well as the legacy left

over from Wrangell’s former Insti-
tute boarding school.

“What we expressed to them

was a need to do considerably
more due diligence,” Von Bargen
relayed. With concerns of its own,

if the borough can determine
whether the ANSEP project is a
sustainable one for Wrangell it

will likely bring back a more
generic proposal for AFN to con-
sider.

and support systems.
The session’s goal was to take public

input on setting an outlined strategy, in par-
ticular finding out what parents and commu-
nity members either liked, disliked or
perhaps wanted to see more of from the local
school system. Using this information, the
committee will draft a new set of strategic
goals to guide its decision making for the
coming three years.

A similar process saw to the school’s cur-
rent strategic plan, which expires after the
current academic year. One of the draw-
backs of that model board members had
found had been a lack of measurability.
Goals had been aspirational in a more gen-
eral sense, which in turn made it difficult to
gauge whether the district was on track or
not.

Buhler had commented as much during
January’s meeting of the board, when Mon-
day’s session was scheduled. Looking
ahead, the district will have a number of
challenges to meet. One is the continued
budget problems of the state, which while
not expected to bring cuts to the base student
allocation this year, will also not be adjusted

to meet other rising costs the district expects
through salary and benefits increases.

In a presentation Monday overviewing
the district’s draft budget, Mayer explained
the state BSA accounts for around 72 per-
cent of Wrangell’s educational funding.
Local taxes provide another 12 percent, but
another 16 percent comes from federal
sources. Most of that comes from Secure
Rural Schools money, a program whose
continued status remains uncertain.

Reductions to either state or federal
sources could pose financial troubles to
local schools. Which is why having a strate-
gic plan is important, Mayer explained, as
it sets priorities for programming. 

“There are only so many resources. So
where does the group want to put those re-
sources?” he had stated, responding to a
question from one of the planning session’s
participants.

A setback to setting the strategic plan in
itself has been a lack so far of input from
the community. Perhaps due to icy road
conditions or the Presidents Day holiday,
only one parent and two members of the
press attended Monday’s evening meeting.
Board member Dave Wilson had hoped for

a better turnout, for a more robust conver-
sation about the future of Wrangell’s
schools.

“What we want is input from the com-
munity,” he said. In the area of stakeholder
satisfaction, for instance, which seeks to re-
dress communication concerns between
school administrators, the board and the
wider public, Wilson said it was important
to know what people expected.

“If we need to bring brownies, tell me,
I’ll bring brownies,” he commented.

Suggestions can still be lodged with the
district office, at the Evergreen Elementary
School campus. The district has also hired
on Anchorage-based consultant Jerry
Covey to help coordinate the upcoming
process. He is due to arrive in town tomor-
row for a planning committee meeting.

In other board business, maintenance di-
rector Fred Angerman presented a list of
capital improvement needs at the various
school facilities. The estimates vary in
scale, from a $5,000 replacement of the
middle school’s pneumatic control com-
pressor to a $1,000,000 project to replace
the high school’s exterior walls. Many of
the items are still serviceable, but older fea-

tures are becoming more difficult to find
replacement parts for.

Students were given an opportunity to
update the board on some notable activi-
ties. Spanish Club members Jing O’Brien
and Scythia McQueen demonstrated a
YouTube video they created showing their
conversational progress in the language.
Not a Spanish speaker before, McQueen at-
tended a Spanish immersion course at Ver-
mont’s Middlebury College to get up to
speed for Spanish II, while O’Brien is
preparing for a class trip to Spain planned
for next year.

Jean Luc Lewis also delivered a brief
presentation outlining his participation in
last week’s Youth Advocacy Institute and
the Legislative Fly-In activities in Juneau.
The program offers high school students
from around the state the opportunity to see
firsthand the legislative process, meet and
discuss topical issues with lawmakers, and
practice debate and delivering testimony
with fellow students.

“I thought it was a really good experi-
ence,” Lewis told Wrangell’s board. “It’s
kind of encouraged me to pursue advocat-
ing for education.”
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By DAN RUDY
Sentinel writer

Southeast Conference held its annual Mid-Session Sum-
mit in Juneau last week, turning the region’s attention to the
state of its economy as legislators reach the mid-point of
their 2018 regular session.

For much of it, the outlook is pretty grim. Indicators since
2014 put the region’s population and jobs on a worrisome
decline, along with earned income.

“We’re just taking a hit in almost every way you can
imagine,” explained Meilani Schijvens, a consultant to SEC
and a former executive director.

Faced with continued multibillion-dollar spending
deficits as the price and production of oil in Alaska has
fallen, for the past four years the Legislature has failed to
adopt a fiscal solution, instead waiting out the downturn on
savings with operational cuts. But trying to cut its way out
has left the economy wounded, in Southeast worse than av-
erage. Fourteen percent of state jobs in the region have been
cut since 2014, Juneau consultancy Rain Coast Data esti-
mates, with 750 jobs adding up to a loss of $46 million in
earned income.

The loss of stable public input has been accompanied by
steep declines in the seafood industry and construction sec-
tor. Adjusted for inflation, since 2015 value for landed
seafood has been the worst of any point in the last decade,
and fishing and seafood jobs have declined by 19 percent as
a result. Spending cuts to organizations and municipalities
have correspondingly left a mark as well.

Not all is dark and gloomy with the economy though,
with jobs in the ship building and repairs sector rising by 39
percent over the same period, and employment in tourism
steadily rising since 2014. And expectations for the cruise
industry continue to climb. Cruise Lines International As-
sociation Alaska President John Binkley informed SEC the
state will be setting records this year and next, with 1.31 mil-
lion cruise passengers for 2019. That would be a 12-percent
increase from 2018, which itself is a seven-percent increase
from 2017. Over the next two years Binkley anticipates an
increase of $137.5 million in passenger spending.

The bulk of these visitors will be headed to Southeast
Alaska, centering on Juneau. But there is opportunity for
visitation elsewhere, and to coordinate the influx Juneau city
manager Rorie Watt last week arranged a first meeting of
the Southeast Cruise Port Assembly, a sort of subcommittee
under the SEC Visitor Committee.

“Wrangell might see additional passengers,” said Julie
Decker, a Wrangell Assembly member who attended SEC’s
summit. “That’s pretty big news.”

Decker and City Manager Lisa Von Bargen both repre-
sented the city at last week’s meeting, which 250 people at-
tended.

“It’s the biggest mid-session summit we’ve had in a
decade,” Schijvens estimated.

Often held in March, SEC’s Mid-Session Summit intends
to coincide with the middle point of the legislative session.
But with lawmakers looking at meeting only a 90-day ses-
sion this year, Schijvens explained SEC took the step of
moving its own conference back to suit the shortened sched-
ule. The move was a first for the organization, one whose
timing is intended to keep the agenda more relevant.

With a full plate to get through in only a few days, a host
of speakers delivered “micropresentations,” condensed out-
looks on various facets of the region’s economy.

Plenty of discussion at the conference revolved around
reform of the Alaska Marine Highway System. SEC had
been tasked by Gov. Bill Walker’s office in 2016 with or-
ganizing a statewide planning process to improve the ferry
service’s long-term viability. A 12-person steering commit-
tee was formed to direct that effort and has since devised an
organizational model it feels would better meet the state’s
transportation needs in the longer term.

Last fall it put forward a proposal to form a public cor-
poration to manage a leaner ferry fleet, similar to how the
Alaska Railroad is organized. Under this model AMHS
would continue to have access to federal funding sources
while operating more autonomously from state political in-

fluences. Becoming a public corporation would also enable
the service to issue revenue bonds, leveraging its fares and
other revenue.

Von Bargen explained the reform effort was entering its
third phase now, that of reaching out for public support to
implement the proposed changes. A big sell that will be crit-
ical to the system’s survival will be ensuring it is forward-
funded. Under its current allocation structure AMHS is
locked into the state’s regular budget cycle, which starts up
July 1. Well ahead of each summer season the ferry puts out
a schedule based on funding assumptions that may or may
not be realized. Unforeseen reductions in funding or main-
tenance needs can lead to the rescheduling or cancellation
of bookings, disrupting ridership and ultimately losing rev-

enue in the process.
“This idea of forward-funding is so important,” Von Bar-

gen emphasized. 
Among other actions taken during the summit was the

creation of a special subcommittee on art within the Eco-
nomic Development Committee. Its role, particularly that
of indigenous artwork, is a segment of the region’s economy
SEC has come to focus on increasingly in recent years. One
intent of the new subcommittee would be to raise awareness
of Alaska Native artforms among a broader audience, build-
ing a following and a market. The subcommittee would look
for inspiration to analogous models such as the Southwest-
ern Association of Indian Arts in New Mexico, which sup-

Hunt begins for new superintendent,
schools strategize future goals

By DAN RUDY
Sentinel writer

Wrangell Public Schools will begin searching for a new superintendent.
Meeting Monday, the Public School Board approved moving forward with a search for candidates. Superintendent

Patrick Mayer had since last month’s meeting submitted his letter of resignation. Mayer has been in the post since
2014, and will finish out the 2018 school year. When asked about his decision or future plans after Wrangell, he de-
clined to respond. However, a notice put out by Valdez City Schools last month listed Mayer as a prospective candidate
for a superintendent vacancy there.

Wrangell Schools will seek assistance in its search from the Association of Alaska School Boards, through which
Mayer had been referred. In a budget revision for the district’s current fiscal year, an increase of $17,000 to the pro-
fessional technical line item was requested to cover expenses for the effort. Business manager Pam Roope explained
it had cost over $12,000 in 2014 when searching for a replacement to Monty Buness.

Board President Georgianna Buhler said the needed amount would be a fixed sum of $8,750, after speaking with
AASB staff about its internal processes. The budget revision was amended to that amount and approved in a 5-0
vote.

“In my perspective you did a fantastic job, and I’m sad,” Vice President Tammy Groshong told Mayer at the
meeting’s end.

Monday’s meeting followed an hour-long session overviewing upcoming strategic goals for the school district.
Board members, staff and faculty making up its planning committee sat in at five stations – each focused on a par-
ticular goal area, these being student learning, stakeholder satisfaction, employee development, financial responsibility
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Cruise industry shines amid murky economy at SEC
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New superintendent

SEC

Superintendent Patrick Mayer sits in on a meeting of the Wrangell Public School Board on Monday, at
Evergreen Elementary. Helming the district since 2014, Mayer will conclude his tenure this summer.
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