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By CALEB VIERKANT 
Sentinel writer 

In last week’s assembly 
meeting, Borough Manager 
Lisa Von Bargen reported that 
the city had recently been in-
formed by the Alaska Depart-
ment of Environmental 
Conservation that they had 
surpassed allowable levels of 
HAA5 in the water supply. 
HAA5, or Haloacetic Acids, is 
a byproduct of organic mate-
rial in the water being treated 
with chlorine during the disin-
fection process. 

“It is important to remem-
ber organic material is always 
present in the source water 
treated for Wrangell’s drinking 
water,” reads a Sept. 24 press 
release from the city. “The or-
ganic material load changes 
throughout the year, typically 
starting to increase in the fall. 
This year Wrangell has experi-
enced a higher than normal 
load of organic material, and 
earlier in the year than typi-
cal.” 

The maximum contamina-
tion levels (MCLs) for disinfec-
tion byproducts like HAA5 are 
established by the EPA, ac-
cording to the press release. 
The MCL for HAA5 is 60 parts 
per billion. The press release 
goes on to state that compli-
ance with the MCL levels is 
based on a locational running 
annual average of water sam-
ples taken during the last four 
calendar quarters. With the lat-
est test results from August, 
the press release reads, 
Wrangell’s water has a loca-
tional running annual average 
of 80.1 parts per billon. Von 
Bargen clarified, in an email to 
the Sentinel, that this is 20.1 
micrograms over the limit. 

The press release goes on to 
state, at several points, that 
this is not an emergency. The 
city would have notified the 
public within 24 hours if it 

were. Staff at the water depart-
ment are working with ADEC 
to adjust local treatment 
processes to reduce the 
amount of organic material in 
the water before the introduc-
tion of chlorine. The press re-
lease adds that the city will be 
introducing a “more robust 
testing regime” to check HAA5 
levels more often than man-
dated. HAA5 levels in the 
water were already dropping, 
the press release reads. Von 
Bargen said that the next 
scheduled test is in November, 
but they will work with ADEC 
to test prior to that 

“If you have a severely 
compromised immune system, 
have an infant, are pregnant or 
are elderly, you may be at in-
creased risk and should seek 
advice from your health care 
providers about drinking this 
water,” the press release reads. 
“You may continue to drink 
and use water normally.�If you 
feel you are at increased risk 
there are two primary options 
for reducing the level of HAA5 
in your drinking water: 1) 
drink bottled water, or 2) pur-
chase a filter (such as Brita) 
that is carbon activated (has 
charcoal) to filter drinking 
water. Boiling water will not 
remove any HAA5.” 

Von Bargen went into some 
more detail about operational 
changes to lower HAA5 levels 
at the water department. For 
one thing, she said that the 
water department’s staff will 
be vigilant regarding chlorine 
levels, making sure there is 
enough in the water to disin-
fect it, while also minimizing 
the potential to create byprod-
ucts like HAA5. Ozone gener-
ators have also been adjusted 
for the maximum possible out-
put, she wrote, which will 
allow for more removal of or-
ganic material before filtration 
begins. She also said, in an 

email, that the water flow 
through the plant has been al-
tered to slow down the aver-
age peak flow of raw water. 

“This will allow for better 

contact time for the ozone to 
work on the organics within 
the raw water before filtra-
tion,” Von Bargen wrote. 
“This will lower byproduct 

potential, and formation 
within the system.� This 
change will require signifi-
cantly more filter maintenance 
at the plant.”

By CALEB VIERKANT 
Sentinel writer 

The Freeberg family moved to 
Wrangell in April of 2019. Kyle Free-
berg moved here to take a position as 
the town’s state wildlife trooper. He 
has a total of three years of experience 
as a state trooper, the previous two 
spent in Fairbanks. His year as state 
trooper in Wrangell involved enforcing 
state laws, educating the public about 
important hunting and fishing regula-
tions, and as he said in a July 2019 in-
terview, working to increase 
collaboration between himself and the 
community. This chapter of the Free-
berg’s life has come to a close, however, 
as they are preparing to move south. 

Freeberg announced in September 
that he quit his job as state trooper and 

planned to move down south. He also 
stated, again on Facebook, that they 
would be moving to Wisconsin some-
time in October. Freeberg also shared a 
vlog, discussing preparations for the 
move, on Sept. 22. 

“I just quit my job, I got three weeks 
left until I leave,” he said in the vlog. 
“Moving down south to be by family. 
Don’t have a job, don’t have a place to 
live down there yet, so we’ll see how it 
goes … We knew Alaska was going to 
be a chapter of life, you know, just did-
n’t know how long. We just decided it’s 
come to an end. Ready to go back, 
ready to be closer to family.” 

Freeberg declined to comment for 
the paper directly, saying that anyone 
who had questions could reach out to 
him personally. Sgt. Cody Litster, state 

trooper in Petersburg, said he was told 
the Freeberg family just wanted to 
move south to be closer to family. For 
the foreseeable future, Wrangell will be 
without a state trooper.  

Litster said that if there is business 
in Wrangell that requires a state 
trooper, the dispatch center in 
Ketchikan should be called at (907) 225-
5118, and they will determine which 
trooper is closest to Wrangell at the 
time. He went on to explain that 
trooper positions are filled through a 
bidding process. While he had no spe-
cific timeframe, he said that the process 
for finding a new trooper for Wrangell 
is currently underway. 

“Those positions are filled by inter-
nal bids,” Litster said. “The bidding 
process is open.”
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Helping hand
Wrangell touts itself as a community that supports one another, full of people willing to lend 
a helping hand to those in need. This was evidenced recently by Officer Connor Philips, who 
helped Diane Simpson change a tire. 

Wildlife Trooper Kyle Freeberg and family moving south

Kyle Freeberg

By CALEB VIERKANT 
Sentinel writer 

During Southeast Alaska’s record breaking rainfall this sum-
mer, the Swan Lake hydroelectric facility reached its full capacity 
for the first time since the project was upgraded three years ago, 
according to a press release from Sen. Bert Stedman’s office and 
Southeast Alaska Power Agency. Water levels reached the flash-
boards and forced a reservoir spill on July 24. 

The upgrade expanded the capacity of the hydroproject from 
86,000 acre-feet to 111,800 acre-feet, according to the press release. 
The expansion can store about 25 to 30 percent more storage. 

Swan Lake hydroelectric facility can now provide up to 12,000 
MWh of additional energy annually, which is the equivalent of 
800,000 gallons of diesel fuel, according to SEAPA. The expansion 
will eliminate nearly 18 million pounds of CO2 from being emit-
ted into the atmosphere as a result of diesel generation. 

“Hydroelectricity and this expansion to the system increases 
the stability and reliability of the electrical system throughout the 
district,” said Stedman in a prepared statement. “This expansion 
is a perfect example of how we are working to sustainably de-
velop our great state and bring cheaper, more reliable electricity 
to our residents.” 

In the upgraded hydroproject’s first year of service, it saved 
Ketchikan about $1.1 million in diesel generation. 

The project was funded through bonds and a $3.9 million di-
rect appropriation from the state of Alaska, according to the press 
release. The total cost came in under $13.3 million, which was the 
estimated cost for the project. 

SEAPA provides hydropower to Ketchikan, Wrangell and Pe-
tersburg. The Swan Lake hydroproject is dedicated to Ketchikan, 
while the Tyee Lake hydroproject powers Wrangell and Peters-
burg. 
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After water levels reached capacity at Swan Lake on Revillagigedo Island on July 24, Southeast Alaska Power Agency officials had to spill water from the dam at the 
Swan Lake hydroelectric facility. 

Wet summer  
overflows Swan Lake

Southeast Alaska Power Agency engineers and technicians pose for a photo while releasing water 
from Swan Lake in late July. From left to right: Robert Siedman, Director of Engineering & Tech-
nical Services, Andy Cowen, Operator/Mechanic, Chris Barnett, Roving Relief Operator and John 
Stanley, Operator/Electrician. 

PHOTO COURTESY OF  SEAPA
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City responding to HAA5 levels in water



By CALEB VIERKANT 
Sentinel writer 

The Public Safety Building 
has been a topic of much discus-
sion and concern to city govern-
ment. The building, which 
houses Wrangell’s police depart-
ment, fire department, court, and 
DMV, is in disrepair. It was first 
constructed in 1987, according to 
Capital Facilities Director Amber 
Al-Haddad. Much of the discus-
sion has been whether or not re-
placing the entire building 
would be cheaper than renovat-
ing it, and about the growing list 
of issues present in the building.  

Another problem has recently 
been added to the list, according 
to Borough Manager Lisa Von 
Bargen, as structural instability 
was detected in the courthouse. 

“The structural issues were 
noted by the structural engineer 
who was in Wrangell the week of 
the 14th as part of a multi-disci-
plinary team of engineers con-
ducting an assessment of the 
entire Public Safety Building to 
determine the condition of the 
building,” Von Bargen wrote in a 
Sept. 28 email. 

According to the engineer’s 
assessment, she wrote, there is 
rot in Glulam beams and possi-
bly in the floor joints of the west 
side of the building, particularly 
in the court office area. The 
rooms in question, which in-
clude the clerk’s office and the 
lounge, are being vacated and re-
located to another part of the 
Public Safety Building. Von Bar-
gen said there was currently not 

a timeline for repairing the struc-
tural issues, but the city was 
working towards a solution. 

“The recommended repair is 
that the roof and floor in this area 
be shored as soon as possible, 
and prior to snow accumulation 
on the roof,” she wrote. “PND 

Engineers has been hired to de-
sign a shoring solution. Materials 
were not in stock in town and so 
they have been ordered through 
a local supplier. The construction 
of the shoring solution will go 
out for bid as soon as the design 
is complete.”

ANCHORAGE, Alaska (AP) 
— Alaska reported six more 
deaths from the coronavirus — 
the highest number of deaths in 
a single day since the pandemic 
began, according to the state 

Department of Health and So-
cial Services. 

The state also reported 128 
new confirmed cases of 
COVID-19 on Friday, the most 
recent available data. 

The deaths include three 
men in their 60s, one man in his 
50s and two men in their 70s. 

The state had previously re-
ported a high of four deaths on 
Aug. 25. 

As of Friday, there were 
4,424 active cases of the coron-
avirus in the state, with 39 peo-
ple hospitalized from the 
disease. Of Alaska's 153 inten-
sive care unit beds, 85 were in 

use, the Anchorage Daily News 
reported. 

There have been 8,202 con-
firmed cases and 52 deaths 
from the coronavirus in the 
state since the pandemic 
began. 

The number of infections is 
thought to be far higher be-
cause many people have not 
been tested, and studies sug-
gest people can be infected 

with the virus without feeling 
sick. 

For most people, the new 
coronavirus causes mild or 
moderate symptoms, such as 
fever and cough that clear up in 
two to three weeks. For some 
— especially older adults and 
people with existing health 
problems — it can cause more 
severe illness, including pneu-
monia, and death.
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CITY AND BOROUGH OF WRANGELL  
JOB ADVERTISEMENT: 
Public Works Mechanic  

 
The Wrangell Public Works Department will accept 

applications for the position of  Mechanic through October 5, 2020 
at 5:00 p.m. This is a permanent position with all City & Borough 
benefits. This position is part of the collective bargaining 
agreement.  

 
The Mechanic is a journey-level position, responsible for 

performing a full range of equipment maintenance.  
 

Responsibilities include performing complex work in the 
inspection, repair, and maintenance of automotive equipment 
including tractors, trucks, power mowers, power sweepers, police 
cars, and construction equipment, overhauling light engines, and 
diagnosing mechanical problems. Requires in-depth knowledge of 
the standard practices, techniques and tools used in repairing, 
maintaining and overhauling heavy and light equipment, gasoline, 
diesel, mechanical, and electrical powered equipment, knowledge 
of the principles of internal combustion engines, and knowledge 
and understanding laws, codes, and regulations pertaining to 
vehicle safety.  

 
Applications and job descriptions may be obtained from and 

returned to Joyce Mason at City Hall, 205 Brueger Street (P.O. Box 
531), Wrangell, AK 99929 or via email at jmason@wrangell.com.  

 
The City and Borough of Wrangell is an Equal Employment 

Opportunity Employer. 
Lisa Von Bargen  

Wrangell Borough Manager 
Publish: September 24 and October 1, 2020

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT FOR THE STATE OF ALASKA 
AT KETCHIKAN 

 
In the Matter of the Estate of:  )  

      )   CASE NO. IKE - 20 - 93PR 
Timothy Charles Johnson       ) 
Date of Birth: 5/04/1954       )   

 
NOTICE TO CREDITORS 

You are notified that the court appointed Peter Neville Johnson as per-
sonal representative of this estate. All persons having claims against the 
person who died are required to present their claims within four months 
after the first publication of this notice or the claims will be forever 
barred. 

  Peter Neville Johnson
2417 Tongass Ave., Ste 111-324

Ketchikan, AK. 99901 
Published: October 1, 8 and 15, 2020

Date: 09-28-2020

City & Borough of Wrangell, Alaska  
PUBLIC NOTICE 

 
ABSENTEE VOTING for the Regular Borough Election (to 

be held October 6, 2020) begins on MONDAY, September 21, 
2020 from 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., (Monday through Friday) at 
City Hall. 

Qualified Voters may vote an Absentee Ballot until Monday, 
October 5, 2020 at 4:00 p.m. for the Regular Borough Election. 

For those voters who cannot VOTE ABSENTEE IN PERSON, 
you may submit an application to have your ballot mailed or faxed 
to you. 

Please stop by the Borough’s Clerks Office to apply. 
Kim Lane, MMC,  

Borough Clerk City & Borough of Wrangell, Alaska 
Publish: September 10, 17, 24 and October 1, 2020 

CITY AND BOROUGH OF WRANGELL, ALASKA 
NOTICE OF REGULAR ELECTION 

 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that on the 6th day of October 2020, in the City and Borough of 

Wrangell, Alaska, a Regular Local Election will be held for the purpose of voting on the following 
Borough Official positions and proposition.  
 

Borough Mayor: One – (2 Year Term) 
 
Assembly: Two – (3 Year Terms) 
 
Assembly: One – (1 Year Unexpired Term until 10-2021) 
 
School Board: One – (3 Year Term) 
 
Port Commission: One – (3 Year Term) 
 
Port Commission: One – (2 Year Unexpired Term until 10-2022) 

 
PROPOSITION  1 

Ratification of Ordinance 979 
Shall the City and Borough of Wrangell withdraw from, and no longer participate in, the 

port authority known as the Inter-Island Ferry Authority, as provided by Ordinance No. 979 
of the City and Borough of Wrangell? 
 

*********************************************************************** 
 

The polls for said election will be open at 8:00 a.m. on the said day and will close at 8:00 p.m. 
on the same day. 

 
Each voter must have the qualifications prescribed by state law. A qualified voter shall vote only 

once per election and shall exercise that right at the polling place established in the designated  
Wrangell Precinct (James & Elsie Nolan Museum/Civic Center) and in which he/she resides within 
the borough boundaries of the City and Borough of Wrangell. 

Kim Lane, MMC, Borough Clerk 
City and Borough of Wrangell, Alaska 

Publish: August 27, September 3, 10, 17, 24 and October 1, 2020 

PUBLIC NOTICE 
 

For the upcoming City and Borough of Wrangell Regular  
Election of October 6, 2020, the following ordinance applies: 

2.16.030 Write-in Candidates and Write-in Votes. 
Individuals who fail to file a declaration of candidacy but wish to 
run for office as a write-in candidate, must file with the borough 
clerk, a letter of intent no later than five p.m. on the Friday  
preceding the election (October 2, 2020) in which the candidate 
plans to participate. 

Write-in votes cast for individuals who do not file a letter of 
intent will not be counted. 

In order to vote for a write-in candidate, the voter must, in 
space provided, write in the candidate’s name as the candidate’s 
name appears on the letter of intent filed with the borough clerk. 
In addition, the voter must mark the oval opposite the candidate’s 
name. 

Stickers shall not be used. 
Kim Lane, MMC, Borough Clerk 

City and Borough of Wrangell, Alaska 
Publish: September 10, 17, 24 and October 1, 2020 

City & Borough of Wrangell, Alaska 
PUBLIC NOTICE 

City Board and Committee Vacancies   
Persons interested in serving on the following City Boards and 

Committees, please submit your letters of interest to the Office of the 
Borough Clerk, City & Borough of Wrangell, P.O. Box 531, 
Wrangell, AK 99929. You can also email your Letter of Interest to 
the Borough Clerk at: clerk@wrangell.com.  

Deadline for Letters of Interest is 4:00 p.m.,  
Wednesday, October 7, 2020, for the following vacancies:  

Planning & Zoning Commission                one (1) three-year term 
Parks & Recreation Advisory Board          two (2) three-year terms  
Wrangell Convention & Visitors Bureau    two (2) three-year terms  
Economic Development Committee          two (2) three-year terms  
Investment Committee                                one (1) one-year term  

Appointments will be made at the October 13, 2020 Regular 
Assembly meeting. 

A copy of the code chapter for any of the above boards and 
commissions can be obtained by 

contacting the Borough Clerk’s Office or viewed at the City’s 
website at www.wrangell.com The City & Borough of Wrangell is 
an equal opportunity employer. 

Kim Lane, MMC, Borough Clerk 
City & Borough of Wrangell, Alaska 

Publish: October 1, 2020

Wrangell Public Schools  
PUBLIC NOTICE  

Vacancy on the School Board 
Wrangell Public Schools is accepting letters of interest from 

citizens who wish to serve on the School Board. 
The unexpired term of appointment is until October 2021. 
To be eligible to be a member of the school board, a person 

must have the same qualifications as are necessary to be a 
municipal voter in the school district. 

Letters of interest should be submitted to: 
School Board President Aaron Angerman  

PO Box 2319 
Wrangell, AK 99929-2319 

or you can email your letter of interest to the Administrative 
Assistant at: kpowell@wpsd.us on or before Thursday, October 
8, 2020, at 4:00 p.m. 

Information on the powers and duties of the School Board are 
contained in School Board Policy, Article 7. A copy of the policy 
chapter can be obtained at the School District Office or viewed 
at the school’s website at http://www.wpsd.us 

Kimberly J. Powell  
Administrative Assistant 

Published: September 24 and October 1, 2020

Sept. 30, 1920 
The school benefit 

entertainment and dance given 
in the Redmen’s hall Friday 
evening was a huge success, 
both socially and financially. 
Hon. P.C. McCormack, 
treasurer of the school board, 
acted as chairman for the 
occasion, and his preliminary 
remarks met with a ready 
response. The following 
program was exceptionally 
well rendered, each number 
receiving an encore: Piano 
solo-Miss Erma Grant, Song-
Miss Edna Mae Bidwell, Song-
Miss Marjorie Johnson, Piano 
Solo- Glen Matheson, Vocal 
Solo - Miss Lillian Kelley, Irish 
Jig - Miss Margaret 
McCormack, Song - Miss 
Anabel Frobese, Egyptian 
dance - Miss Edna Mae 
Bidwell, Song - Mrs. W.W. 
McLaughlin. Following the 
program there was a most 
enjoyable dance. The hall was 
tastily decorated with 
streamers and Japanese 
lanterns. 

 
Sept. 28, 1945 
Bob Ellis, ace flier and 

general manager of Ellis 
Airlines in Ketchikan, was 
back at the controls of the 
Balanca last Saturday when the 
plane was put in at Wrangell. 
Ellis, former Lieutenant 
Commander in the Naval Air 
Corps, has just received his 
honorable discharge and will 
resume commercial flying. He 
took time off on his first 
commercial trip since the war 
Saturday to say hello to some 
of his many friends who 
welcomed him back into 
civilian life. 

 
Oct. 1, 1970 
Tex Godwin arrived home 

from a month’s vacation in 
Oregon and California in a 
little blue convertible which he 
drove off the ferry and into the 
bay. It sank, but only to a point 
about at the tops of the fender 
wells, and then it began to 

make like a boat, scooting off 
across the water leaving a 
white wake behind. The 1967 
convertible looks like a regular 
small car ashore but it is 
watertight and has two 
propellers tucked up under the 
back bumper which push it at 
10 to 12 miles per hour in its 
guise as a boat. The front 
wheels act as rudders. How 
fast will it go ashore? “Well,“ 
allowed Tex, “I got fined for 
speeding in Washington, it 
keeps up with traffic all right.” 
Godwin a gang trim operator 
at Alaska Wood Products, said 
he bought the car in North 
Hollywood, Calif., and drove it 
1,469 miles home to Wrangell, 
taking dips in numerous lakes 
enroute. 

 
Sept. 28, 1995 
Wrangell had yet another 

reason to be proud of the 
Wrangell High School cross 
country team after its strong 
showing at Regionals in Sitka 
Saturday. The boys team 
consistently produced 
impressive team scores 
throughout the season but 
missed capturing the second by 
six points, which would have 
sent the team to state. Robert 
Ivy had the best time for the 
Wolves with 16:33, which 

earned him second honors. Ivy 
was followed by Tony Byford, 
sixth with 17:30. Jeff Nyman 
came in 18th with an 18:08 and 
Mike Prevette finished 20th at 
18:12. Wrangell’s Lady Wolves 
weren’t able to officially be 
called a team since only three 
girls stayed throughout the 
season. Those remaining 
however, showed great effort. 
They were led by Stacia 
Larrance with another 
excellent run. She placed 
second with a time of 20:10. Ivy 
and Larrance both hope to 
finish in the top ten. 

 

 
AA Meetings: North Star Group Meeting Tuesdays and Fridays 7 - 8 p.m at St. Philips Episcopal 
Church. 

The Way We Were In the Sentinel 100, 75, 50 and 25 years ago.

 

          TIDES

Call 874-2021 for information or call 874-3711  
or Toll Free 800-642-0066 for recorded information. 

Senior Center Meals Menu 
Delivery Only

FERRY

 

     High Tides                Low Tides
            AM         PM                  AM                 PM

        Time       Ft      Time     Ft      Time    Ft      Time    Ft

Oct. 1   01:17  16.5  01:39   16.7   07:20  -0.2   07:37   0.4 
Oct. 2   01:52  16.4  02:07   16.7   07:47   0.2   08:06   0.1 
Oct. 3   02:25  16.0  02:33   16.5   08:13   0.8   08:34   0.0 
Oct. 4   02:56  15.4  02:58   16.1   08:39   1.5   09:03   0.1 
Oct. 5   03:27  14.6  03:23   15.6   09:06   2.4   09:35   0.5    
Oct. 6   04:00  13.7  03:49   15.1   09:35   3.3   10:10   1.0 
Oct. 7   04:37  12.7  04:19   14.4   10:09   4.4   10:53   1.6 
Oct. 8   05:23  11.8  04:59   13.6   10:51   5.3   11:47   2.2

Continuing Events

Wrangell 
Weather

Daylight         
Hours

Date             High            Low 
Sept. 21       58               50 
Sept. 22       56               50 
Sept. 23       59               50  
Sept. 24       55               50 
Sept. 25       52               46 
Sept. 26      57               50  
Sept. 27       57               48 
Sept. 28       55               46

Oct.  1     6:51a     6:23p    11:32h 
Oct.  2     6:53a      6:21p    11:28h 
Oct.  3     6:55a     6:18p    11:23h  
Oct.  4     6:57a     6:15p    11:18h 
Oct.  5     6:59a     6:13p    11:14h 
Oct.  6     7:01a     6:10p    11:09h 
Oct.  7     7:03a     6:08p    11:05h 
Oct.  8     7:05a     6:05p    11:00h

October 1 -  October 8

 

Northbound               Southbound
Monday, Oct. 5  
Kennicott  01:45 p.m.  
Monday, Oct. 19  
Kennicott  01:45 p.m.  
Monday, Nov. 2 
Kennicott  01:00 p.m.

Thursday, Oct. 15 
Kennicott  04:45 a.m. 
Thursday, Oct. 29 
Kennicott  05:45 a.m.

Wrangell Roundup: Special Events
Monday, October 5 

Wrangell Public  School  Board: Work session  for the purpose of providing board member training on 
the budget beginning at 7:00 PM, Monday, October 5, 2020 via Zoom.  Although a quorum of the board 
may be present, no formal action will be taken.   
The public is encouraged to attend. Join the Zoom Meeting using this link: 
https://zoom.us/j/93267547215?pwd=QVJ0NDhJdzg5SGc2QzFEaVE1cHZPUT09 Meeting ID: 932 6754 
7215 Passcode: 376651. 

The Sentinel extends its best wishes to the persons listed on the 
Wrangell Chamber of Commerce Community Scholarship Birthday 
Calendar. 

Thursday, October 1: Mark Cummings, Scott Phillips, Fern 
Seimears, Peter Wilson, Victoria Garcia, Georgia Lewis, 
Gretchen Powell, Dean Bakeberg, Adalyn Angerman. Friday, 
October 2: Mariah Mork, Tristan Botsford, Alana Harrison, 
Rory Prunella, Kay Jabusch. Saturday, October 3: Jeremy 
Maxand, Brett Woodbury. Sunday, October 4: Bill Privett, 
Conner Dilg, “Millee”, Eva Roher, Thane Ellsworth, Finley Filer, 
Anniversary: K. Rick & Trish Kohrt. Monday, October 5: Gerrit 
Southland, Tony Byford, Kari Massin, Tara Stutz. Tuesday, 
October 6: Betty Newman, Becky Simpson, R. Lee 
Weiderspohn. Wednesday, October 7: Dani Easterly, Jim 
Wooden, Kirk Davidson, Ed Rilatos, Jr., Casey Nore, Jimmy 
Jabusch. Thursday, October 8: Sandy Churchill, Brian Rooney, 
Richard Taylor.  

If you would like to add a birthday or anniversary at no 
charge please call the Sentinel at 874-2301.

Please call Wrangell Senior Center  
at 874-2066 by 10 a.m. for delivery. 

Senior van also available to transport seniors to medical  
appointments reasonable errands like collecting mail, getting 

prescriptions at pharmacies or other essential need items. 

Friday, October 2 
Creamy Tomato Soup, Tuna 

Sandwich, Cucumber Onion Salad. 
Monday, October 5 

Country Pork Stew, Romaine Radish Salad, 
Biscuits. 

Tuesday, October 6 
Roast Venison, Mashed Potatoes, Fruit Slaw. 

 Wednesday, October 7 
Spaghetti Meat Sauce, Tossed Green Salad, 

Garlic Bread. 
 Thursday, October 8 

Baked Fish, Scalloped Potatoes, Creamy 
ColeSlaw. 

Birthdays & Anniversaries

Next Sunday, Oct. 11:  
Gremlins (1984)

* ONE SHOWING ONLY * 

SUNDAY, October 4,  

4pm  matinee

BEETLEJUICE 
(1988)

Rated PG | 1h 32min 
Comedy, Fantasy

Alaska reports six more COVID-19 deaths, 128 new cases Structural instability detected in courthouse

907-874-2301 • Fax: 907-874-2303
wrgsent@gmail.com 

Celebrate with a 
birthday ad in the



By CALEB VIERKANT 
Sentinel writer 

Construction on the 
Wrangell Mariners’ Memorial 
is coming along well, according 
to Mariners’ Memorial Board 
Treasurer Jeff Jabusch. The steel 
for the memorial’s walls them-
selves has been ordered, he 
said. The walls, once complete, 
will be where the plaques will 
eventually be placed. 

“We’re hoping to get at least 

one wall actually finished and 
up before winter, and then get 
these three walls poured,” 
Jabusch said. “Then we’ll get 
everything leveled off to grade 
with gravel, and then probably 
won’t be until next spring we’ll 
do the rest of this concrete all 
the way down to the parking 
lot.” 

Electrical work is coming 
along, as well, with the assis-
tance of LiveWire. Light stands 
are currently being installed 
around the memorial. Some of 
them are already lit, Jabusch 
said, and they will be working 
on bolting them into place in 
the near future. Now that sum-
mer has come to a close, he 
added that a lot of concrete 
work will have to wait until 
spring and drier weather. 

Jabusch also pointed out a 
recently installed compass in 
the floor of the memorial’s 
lighthouse. The compass is 
made of pure granite, he said, 
two inches thick and weighing 
800 pounds. It took several peo-
ple to get it put into place. The 
entire project has taken the help 
and time of many volunteers, 
he said. 

All in all, he said he is hope-
ful they will have the project 

complete before next summer. 
“I would say by the end of 

May it should be all done,” 
Jabusch said.

Page 10 -  October 1, 2020  WRANGELL SENTINEL

Classifieds
October 1, 2020  WRANGELL SENTINEL - Page 3

Puzzle  
answers from 

Sept. 24  
Edition
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Published: September 17, 24 and October 1, 2020

Call Ottesen’s True 
Value Hardware for 
all your building & 
special order needs. 

Featuring: 
Atrium Windows, 
Snap-Loc Roofing, 

Treated & 
Untreated Wood
Phone 874-3377 
Fax 874-3549

e-mail: ottesenstruevalue@ak.net

Ottesen’s

BOATS AND MARINE 
IFQS AND FISHING PER-
MITS, Alaskan Quota and Per-
mits LLC, 907-772-4000, 
1-888-347-4437……tfn1-3b15 
 
SERVICES 
COPIES: Black and white and 
color copies up to 11x17. Please 
call to arrange drop off or pick 
up since our office is closed to 
the public. Send us your files to 
print. The Wrangell Sentinel, 
205 Front St. 874-2301……
tfndh 
  
FAX SERVICES at the Sen-
tinel. Send or receive faxes. 
Please call to arrange drop off 
or pick up since our office is 
closed to the public. Fax num-
ber 874-2303 ……tfndh

Update on Mariners’ 
Memorial construction
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The Wrangell Mariners’ Memorial. 

Monday, Sept. 21 
Agency Assist: Alarm. 
Illegal Parking: Vehicle 

parked in front of fire hydrant 
by middle school. 

 
Tuesday, Sept. 22 
Threats. 
Driving Complaint. 
Dog Complaint: Barking. 
VCOR: Arrest, for Violation 

Conditions of Release. 
 
Wednesday, Sept. 23 
Citizen Assist. 
Parking Complaint. 
Found Property. 
Dog Attack. 
Emotionally Disturbed Person. 
 
Thursday, Sept. 24 
Agency Assist: US Forest 

Service. 
 
Friday, Sept. 25 
Agency Assist: Harbor 

Department. 
Traffic Stop. 
 
Saturday, Sept. 26 
Three Agency Assists for 

Hoonah P.D. 
Suspicious Circumstance. 
Noise Complaint: Persons 

turned down their music. 
 
Sunday, Sept. 27 
Agency Assist: Public 

Works: Street sign blown down 

by the wind. 
Traffic Hazzard: 

Department of Transportation. 
Traffic Stop: Verbal warning 

for no tail lights. 
 
During this reporting 

period there were 17 
Subpoenas served.

Police report

N K ELECTRIC
Here to serve all

your electrical needs

COMMERCIAL
INDUSTRIAL

RESIDENTIAL
874-2770, #21633

Your local 
advertising 
CONSULTANTS

With local circulation 
to more than 1000

households throughout
the City & Borough of

Wrangell, 
our publication gives
your business the 
valuable exposure 
you need to attract 
new customers.

205 Front St.
wrgsent@gmail.com

907.874.2301

To speak with 
a sales rep, call
874-2301 today.



By CALEB VIERKANT 
Sentinel writer 

The new Wrangell Medical 
Center is nearing completion, 
according to a press release 
from SEARHC. Several crews 
are on-site working on siding, 
concrete, drywall, and other 
aspects of the construction 

project. According to the press 
release, the facility is 80 per-
cent complete. 

Installation of exterior sid-
ing is nearly complete, with 
only the courtyard walls and 
south-facing side of the facility 
left. The majority of plumbing 
has been completed, as well. 

Electric crews are currently in-
stalling security systems and 
are preparing to put in the 
building transformer. Drywall 
crews are nearly complete 
with their work, as well. 

“Hearing so many projects 
within the new construction 
being completed, or nearing 
completion, is some welcomed 
news in 2020,” said SEARHC 
Vice President and WMC Hos-
pital Administrator Leatha 
Merculieff in the press release. 
“WMC staff is eager and ex-
cited to begin treating patients 
and caring for residents in 
what will be the nicest health-
care facility in the region.” 

According to the press re-
lease, flooring installation will 
begin this week, and laundry 
and kitchen equipment will 
start to be installed. Perma-
nent site power will be tested 
around mid-October. The last 
phase of clinic renovations, at-
tached to the new hospital, are 

scheduled for early Novem-
ber. The move-in date for the 
new medical center is antici-

pated for December, with full 
project completion in early 
2021.

Some surprising results are 
revealed in the first of a series of 
briefing papers showing how 
Alaska’s seafood industry has 
been affected by the pandemic 
from dock to dinner plates. 

The updates, compiled by the 
McDowell Group for the Alaska 
Seafood Marketing Institute 
(ASMI), show that so far the 
amount of seafood that has been 
harvested is in line with previous 
years. 

“While 2020 harvests have 
been significantly lower in some 
salmon fisheries…the declines 
are due to weak runs rather than 
reduced effort or other forces 
that might have some connection 
with the pandemic,” according 
to the latest brief. 

“If we forgot about the pan-
demic and we just look at how 
much has been harvested, we're 
similar to past years, so that's a 
vote of confidence there,” said 
Garret Evridge, a McDowell fish-
ery economist. 

Market disruptions and in-
creased operating costs definitely 
put downward pressure on the 
value of all that seafood, with the 
price plummet at Bristol Bay 
being perhaps the most striking 

example. The preliminary value 
of the Bay’s fishery this year is 
$140.7 million (not including 
post-season bonuses), compared 
to the all-time high of $306.5 mil-
lion in 2019. 

“And that certainly seems to 
be the trend across nearly all 
species. Generally, the pandemic 
has depressed prices across the 
board,” Evridge said.  

Also pushing down the value 
was a smaller processing work 
force. The extra efforts to manage 
and mitigate Covid-related risks 
“are believed to be the primary 
cause of a 13% overall decline re-
ported for July 2020, a decline of 
2,500 jobs from July 2019,” the 
September brief said. Chaotic 
market changes also forced 
workers to produce lower val-
ued salmon products. 

Using Bristol Bay again as an 
example, where a compressed 
run plugged processing plants 
with millions of salmon, time 
and labor constraints meant that 
most of the fish had to be 
headed/gutted and frozen or 
canned instead of being trimmed 
up for pricier fresh or frozen fil-
lets. 

“What that effectively does is 

it reduces the average value per 
pound of the Bristol Bay pack, 
which is particularly difficult in 
a year when operating costs have 
increased so much,” Evridge 
said. 

Those added costs aren’t 
going away anytime soon. 

There are no hard data yet but 
interviews with processors indi-
cate at least $50 million has been 
spent so far by inshore and off-
shore sectors, said Dan Lesh, a 
McDowell senior analyst. 

“It’s definitely an estimate 
and it's a number that's likely to 
increase, not only through the 
end of 2020, but into 2021 and as 
long as this pandemic is in effect. 
We're trying to communicate 
that the industry is sustaining 
real operating cost increases,” 
Lesh said. 

"The industry is taking on 
these costs out of pocket at the 
same time we are facing severe 
disruption in key markets and 
multiple pre-Covid cost bur-
dens,” said Cora Campbell, CEO 
of Silver Bay Seafoods at a July 
29 U.S. Senate committee hear-
ing. 

“While a fraction of these 
costs may be reimbursed, we 
face significant uncertainty be-
cause there’s no specific congres-
sional directive to support health 
and safety protocol costs for crit-
ical seafood supply chains," 
Campbell said, adding that 
Covid prevention measures have 
not been included so far in fed-
eral relief loans and funds.    

The McDowell team is wait-
ing a few more months to get a 
better understanding of how 
Covid has affected volumes and 
values of Alaska’s top export. 
August and September are the 
peak   export months for Alaska 
seafood; for salmon, about 75% 
of annual exports (by value) 
occur between July and October. 

One advantage, Evridge said, 
is that global currency rates are 
playing in our favor. The dollar 
has trended weaker since Febru-
ary, making Alaska seafood more 
affordable to foreign buyers. 

“It's important to focus on 
these bright spots,” Evridge said. 
“But there still is a big trade im-
balance there with Russia, not to 
mention the ongoing trade war 
with China,” he said. 

Overall, and despite all the 
difficulties, Evridge called 2020 

“largely a success” for Alaska’s 
fisheries. 

“We're still harvesting five to 
six billion pounds of seafood, the 
values are down, but we haven't 
fallen off a cliff,” he said. “If you 
just think back to the early stages 
of the pandemic, we were talking 
about the possibility of Bristol 
Bay not even opening and some 
of the worst scenarios weren't ac-
tually realized. So that's a real 
positive.” 

 Dinner plate update - 
Seafood is benefitting from three 
major eating trends during the 
pandemic and they are expected 
to continue.  

“The first is the huge increase 
in home cooking as fewer people 
eat in restaurants,” said John 
Sackton, founder of Seafood-
News.com. “Second is  the big 
increase in using frozen food, 
which is especially advanta-
geous for the seafood industry, 
and third is the continued em-
phasis on health and diet during 
the pandemic.”  

He added that national trend 
tracker IRI has been reporting on 
changes in protein and frozen 
food at retail grocery, and that 
the trends for both frozen and 
fresh seafood continue to be 
more positive than any other cat-
egory.   

“The continued strength of 
seafood consumption suggests 
that the strong performance of 
seafood at home will continue 
through the holidays and into 
the Lent season next year,” Sack-
ton said. 

That’s backed up by surveys 
done by the Alaska Seafood Mar-
keting Institute, which has been 
quickly adapting to the chal-
lenges and opportunities posed 
by the pandemic. 

“In December of 2019 before 
Covid, 70% of consumers cooked 
three times a week at home, and 
since Covid, 66% said they now 
cook at home more frequently,” 
said Arianna Elnes, an ASMI 
spokesperson. 

She added that for the first 
half of 2020 restaurant sales were 
$65 billion lower, while U.S. gro-
cery store sales for all products 
were up $43 billion from the 
same time last year. 

To accommodate the in-
creased interest in frozen foods 
and food safety, Elnes said ASMI 
quickly revamped its flagship 

Cook it Frozen campaign. 
“This focused on filling the 

pantry and freezers and featured 
at a glance cooking tips and 
recipe ideas to help consumers 
build confidence in cooking wild 
Alaska seafood at home,” Elnes 
said. “The campaign was 
launched in March, right at the 
onset of Covid, and in May 
frozen seafood sales at retail 
were up 66%.”  

ASMI also has partnered with 
notable chefs and dieticians on 
Instagram for Seafood Sundays 
and other cooking specials.  

Its survey of over 13,000 con-
sumers also showed that con-
sumers want to know where 
there food comes from and that 
fishermen and farmers hold the 
most trust at nearly 70%. 

“We're really trying to focus 
on origin,” Elnes said. “When we 
talk about local eating, it doesn’t 
just mean in terms of distance, 
but local as in knowing where it 
comes from. So we've launched 
a Choose Alaska campaign and 
it pitches seafood as critical to the 
national and global food supply 
chain, and it lets people know 
that when they're buying Alaska, 
they're supporting people's 
livelihoods.” 

Elnes added that direct mar-
keting by more fishermen also is 
on an upward trajectory. ASMI 
has posted a short survey to 
identify ways to assist with di-
rect sales.  

(www.alaskaseafood.org/ne
ws/marketing-updates/) 

 Fishy questions?  Questions 
are being solicited for the up-
coming virtual debate between 
Republican Senator Dan Sullivan 
and Independent challenger, Dr. 
Al Gross. The questions must 
focus on a sole topic:  Alaska’s 
seafood industry. 

The fisheries debate, hosted 
by the Kodiak Chamber of Com-
merce and moderated by 
Rhonda McBride, is set for Octo-
ber 10 at 5:00pm. It will take 
place over Zoom and be live 
streamed to www.KodiakCham-
ber.com, www.ComFishAK.com, 
and both the Kodiak Chamber 
and ComFish Alaska Facebook 
and YouTube channels. It also 
will be broadcast via KMXT to 
public radio stations statewide.  
Send topics or questions via 
email by September 30 to Cham-
ber@kodiak.org. 
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CITY AND BOROUGH OF WRANGELL 
 

Pursuant to the City & Borough of Wrangell Code, Sec. 
3.04.808, notice is hereby given that the regular assembly  
meetings of the assembly shall be held on the second and fourth 
Tuesday of the month and shall begin at 6:00 p.m. As per 
Emergency Resolution No. 03-20-1520, Borough Assembly 
Meetings shall be held by teleconference/videoconference until 
October 17, 2020 unless terminated before that date. If any such 
Tuesday shall fall on a legal holiday as defined by the laws of the 
State of Alaska, the meetings scheduled for that day shall be held 
at the same hour on the next succeeding day which is not a  
holiday. Separate notice for the regular assembly meetings shall 
not be required. There will be no regular meetings the second 
Tuesday in July and August and fourth Tuesday in December. 

If a work session is scheduled preceding the regular assembly 
meeting, publication shall be made on the website and posted at 
city hall and the post office that the regular assembly meeting 
shall begin at 7:00 p.m. 

Kim Lane, Borough Clerk 
City of Wrangell, Alaska 

Publish: October 1, 2020

Surprising results from first of series of briefing papers showing 
effects on Alaska’s seafood industry affected by pandemic 

Alaska Fish Factor 
 

By LAINE WELCH 
Fisheries columnist

Letter to the Editor
To the Editor: 
My dad lived in Wrangell from 1944-1949. There was a 

gentleman who worked at the power house and handmade 
boats. He gave my dad one and it is amazing. My dad, now 
85, was wondering if anyone knows his name and if his 
family is still in Wrangell. I know this is a long shot but he 
said that he should email the Sentinel. He however cannot 
see well so I am emailing you. My dad's name is Charles 
Milles and his mom was a teacher, Grace Montana (Logan) 
Milles. Any suggestions? Michelle (Milles) Evans, Phone: 
907-322-1461. Email: mevans—24@hotmail.com 

Michelle (Milles) Evans 

By Representative 
Dan Ortiz 

Last week, I had the opportunity to 
attend the online Southeast Conference 
Annual Meeting. The organization has 
a long history of advocating for our re-
gion’s people and economy. Did you 
know that it originally started as a 
group to promote the creation of a trans-
portation system in Southeast, which 
went on to become the Alaska Marine 
Highway System?  

Of course, since then, it has grown to 
include all industries pertinent to South-
east, such as mining, timber, tourism, 
and fishing and mariculture. Overall, 
the economic numbers for Southeast 
Alaska are a bit bleak. Ketchikan, 
Wrangell, and Metlakatla all had fewer 
jobs in 2019 than in 2018, and the 2020 
numbers are expected to be even less be-
cause of COVID. This drop is primarily 

from the loss of state jobs (because of a 
continuously cut state budget) and state 
jobs being transferred to other places. 
One example of ‘capitol creep’ is the 

proposed Public Safety Dispatch Center; 
Ketchikan currently houses an emer-
gency dispatch center that serves South-
east, but the Department of Public 
Safety is attempting to consolidate it to 
an Anchorage-area center.  

Although the numbers for tourism 
are low this year (once again, unfortu-
nately due to COVID), Southeast Con-
ference is focused on finding solutions 
so that the numbers will bounce back 
sooner rather than later. Everyone in the 
state is very aware of how important the 
tourism industry is to the economic 
health of our communities. There were 
some positive economic numbers! 
Specifically, jobs in our mining and tim-
ber industries have increased, although 
they are still some of our smallest sec-
tors. There was also a lot of exciting con-
versation about the future of our 
mariculture industry. Southeast Confer-

ence highlights the importance of our 
region to stick together. We can advo-
cate better for our communities when 
we work as a unified region. I feel par-
ticularly strongly about the need for 
combined advocacy when it comes to 
our ferry system. Southeast Conference 
has been a vital driving force in protect-
ing the Marine Highway.   

Thank you to Robert Venables, 
Southeast Conference Executive Direc-
tor, and his team for gathering our in-
dustry and community leaders for the 
conference. We were able to hold the 
event virtually, and I’d say it was an all-
around success. If you are interested in 
more information, Southeast Confer-
ence published “Southeast Alaska by 
the Numbers 2020” on their website. 
You can also email me anytime at 
Rep.Dan.Ortiz@AKLeg.gov or call my 
office at 907-247-4672.

Dan’s Dispatch

Dan Ortiz 

Editorial

The Aspen Daily News in Aspen, Colorado runs a state-
ment every day on their front page Flag that states: “If you 
don’t want it printed, don’t let it happen.” 

It’s a bit brash for our taste, but the words apply to this 
newspaper when it comes to public record reporting that ap-
pears on our pages. 

Recently we’ve had three persons request that we remove 
police and court reports that pertain to cases they were in-
volved in. They cite invasion of privacy concerns and cor-
rectly state that the information will jeopardize future hiring 
opportunities as well as admission to some colleges. 

Many employment and college level admission forms 
specifically ask applicants to disclose arrest records. 

We print the public records provided to us by the police 
and courts because it’s the duty of a newspaper to cover the 
actions of both the police department and the courts. Local, 
state and federal governments have established both law en-
forcement operations and the judiciary and the public needs 
to be aware of their work. 

If newspapers didn’t cover the actions of both the enforce-
ment and judicial arms of the government, their records would 
still be open to public review. Whether in print, posted on the 
world-wide web or on private blogs, the public records are 
continuously made available to anyone searching for them, in 
a multitude of formats. 

The bottom line is that history cannot be rewritten when it 
comes to public records. If you are arrested for a crime, con-
victed in a court hearing or owe back taxes to the government, 
there will be a record of it that is available to anyone searching 
for it. 

In rare cases, information can be expunged from public 
records, but it is extremely unlikely. 

Thus, the warning from the Aspen Daily News is appropri-
ate. Stay out of trouble, enter the courthouse only when called 
for jury duty, pay your taxes and there will be no public record 
information to hamper future college or employment oppor-
tunities. 

by Ron Loesch, Publisher

Public records don’t go away

New hospital nearing completion

PHOTO BY CALEB VIERKANT/ WRANGELL  SENTINEL

The new Wrangell Medical Center, currently under construction.

A business that 
doesn’t advertise 
is like a building 

without a foundation. 
Call The Sentinel for 

help with that 
foundation 
P.O. Box 798  •  205 Front Street  •  Wrangell, AK 99929 

PH: 874-2301  •  FAX: 874-2303  •  EMAIL: wrgsent@gmail.com



By CALEB VIERKANT 
Sentinel writer 

Wrangell’s high school 
swim team held their first 
meet of the season last Friday 
and Saturday. Coach Jamie 
Roberts said this was a virtual 
meet, with Wrangell swim-
mers competing in their own 
pool against other swimmers 
across the region. 

Friday results 
Aaliyah Messmer swam 

31.02 in the 50-yard freestyle, 
and 1:11.26 in the 100-yard 
freestyle. Renee Roberts swam 
25.89 in the 50-yard freestyle, 
and 57.12 in the 100-yard 
freestyle. Jack Roberts swam 
25.99 in the 50-yard freestyle, 
and 57.79 in the 100-yard 
freestyle. Jimmy Baggen swam 
26.28 in the 50-yard freestyle, 
and 1:03.11 in the 100-yard 
freestyle. Nikolai Siekawitch 
swam 23.53 in the 50-yard 
freestyle, and 51.13 in the 100-
yard freestyle. Tyson  
Messmer swam 30.02 in the  
50-yard freestyle, and 1:11.97 
in the 100-yard freestyle. 
Carter Hammer swam  
a time trial, making 37.74 in 
the 50-yard freestyle and 
1:35.97 in the 100-yard 
freestyle. 

Saturday results 
Aaliyah Messmer swam 

30.86 in the 50-yard freestyle, 
and 1:11.87 in the 100-yard 
freestyle. Renee Roberts swam 
25.72 in the 50-yard freestyle, 
and 57.63 in the 100-yard 
freestyle. Jack Roberts swam 
26.34 in the 50-yard freestyle, 
and 58.02 in the 100-yard 
freestyle. 

As of press time, Sept. 29, 
Coach Roberts said she had 
not received regional results to 
know how her swimmers 
placed. 

“The team swam well,” 
Roberts wrote in a Facebook 
message. “Most of them have 
only been in the pool for 10-13 
practices – just enough time to 
get back some of the en-
durance that they lost since 
March, when the pool shut 
down to organized activities. 
They felt a little unsure of how 
they would do since the pool 
setup isn’t the most favorable 
for racing. The team only has 

one starting block, so they are 
racing the clock and not a 
teammate and the pool tem-
perature is a bit warm for rac-

ing … While the meet results 
have not been posted yet, I ex-
pect some of our swimmers to 
place well.”
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Swim team 
holds first 
virtual meet

PHOTO COURTESY OF  JAMIE ROBERTS

The Wrangell High School swim team (from farthest to closest lanes, left to right): Lane 5: Carter Hammer. Lane 4: Jack Roberts 
and Bruce Smith. Lane 3: Nikolai Siekawitch, Renee Roberts, and Jimmy Baggen. Lane 2: Aaliyah Messmer and Tyson Messmer. 
Not pictured is Keely Good, Jacob Allen, and Ashleigh Loomis. 

By CALEB VIERKANT 
Sentinel writer 

Wrangell Parks and Rec announced a new 
photo contest for the public to participate in 
last Tuesday, Sept. 22. The “Pups In Parks” con-
test will give Wrangell dog owners a chance to 
go enjoy the great outdoors with their canines, 
and take a few pictures while they’re out there. 
There will even be a chance for their dogs to be 
featured in a new parks and recreation calen-
dar. 

Wrangell is a rather dog-friendly town, Parks 
and Rec Director Kate Thomas said. There are 
somewhere around 550 dogs on the island, she 
said, according to numbers she researched a few 
years ago. The idea for a dog calendar was the 
brainchild of Lucy Moline-Robinson, she added. 
Excess funds from calendar sales will go to-

wards the annual Helping Our Parks project. 
The plan is to have the calendars ready for pur-
chase in time for Christmas, she said. 

“We did a little snippet of a dog contest, dur-
ing the quarantine or lockdown period, and that 
was really popular,” Thomas said. “Once we got 
a bunch of those notifications from the public to 
our Facebook page, and we started re-sharing 
them, they were super popular. From that, Lucy 
generated an idea to do an annual dog calen-
dar.” 

Photos must be submitted by email to recre-
ation@wrangell.com. Parks and Rec will then 
share these photos to Facebook. Whichever pic-
tures get the most likes, according to a Parks and 
Rec Facebook post, will be considered for inclu-
sion in the calendar. Parks and Rec will be ac-
cepting photos through Oct. 15.

“Pups In Parks” contest open until Oct. 15

Wrangell dog Sky getting some energy out of her system at Volunteer Park. Local dog-owners are 
invited to submit pictures of their pets to Wrangell Parks and Recreation’s “Pups In Parks” photo 
contest. 
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By CALEB VIERKANT 
Sentinel writer 

A contractor at Southeast Alaska Power Agency’s Tyee Lake 
hydroelectric facility accidentally entered an incorrect control 
system input, resulting in a power outage in Wrangell and Pe-
tersburg Saturday morning, said SEAPA CEO Trey Acteson. 

SEAPA staff were conducting a training session associated 
with recent control upgrades when the error was made. Tyee 
Lake generation was lost at 9:15 A.M. on Sept. 26, said Robert 
Siedman, an electrical engineer with SEAPA. Power was restored 
25 minutes later at 9:40 A.M. All the Wrangell and Petersburg 
circuits were offline during the Tyee lake generation outage, said 
Siedman.  

“SEAPA continuously strives to modernize aging equipment 
and ensure personnel are properly trained,” said Acteson in an 
email to the Sentinel. “We apologize for any inconvenience this 
inadvertent power interruption may have caused.”

Human error causes blackout 
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By CALEB VIERKANT 
Sentinel writer 

Wrangell’s cross country 
team competed in their sec-
ond meet of the season Satur-
day, Sept. 28. Like their first 
meet of the season, on Sept. 
12, it was a virtual meet 
against several other compet-
ing schools. Results were pro-
vided to the Wrangell 
Sentinel by WHS Activities 
Director Trisa Rooney. 
Rooney said that there were 
five competing teams: Juneau 
Douglas, Thunder Mountain, 
Gustavus, Petersburg, and 
Wrangell. 

For the boys’ race, first 
place for Wrangell went to 
Ethan Blatchley with a time of 
19:42. He took fifth place 
overall for Division III. Dev-
lyn Campbell took second 
place for Wrangell at 19:51, 
sixth overall. Elias Decker 
came in third place for 
Wrangell at 21:14, and ninth 
overall.  

In the girls’ race, Liana 
Carney took first place for 
Wrangell and second overall, 
with a time of 23:32. Brodie 
Gardner took second place for 
Wrangell at 23:41, third place 
overall. Third place for 
Wrangell went to Jade Bal-
ansag at 23:56, fourth place 
overall. 

PHOTO COURTESY OF  JAMIE ROBERTS

Wrangell’s Cross Country team competing in a virtual meet Saturday, Sept. 26. Ethan Blatchley (far right) is at the head of the pack. 

WHS competes 
in second cross 
country meet

JUNEAU, Alaska (AP) — A 
federal appeals court will not 
hear an Alaska absentee ballot 
lawsuit before the Nov. 3 gen-

eral election. 
The 9th Circuit Court of Ap-

peals denied a request Tuesday 
for an emergency order ahead 
of the election. 

The decision likely elimi-
nates the possibility a judge 
will require the state to send 
absentee ballot request forms 
to all voters before November, 
which was the goal of the law-
suit by the Disability Law Cen-
ter of Alaska and other 
plaintiffs. 

Alaska voters must request 
absentee ballots to vote by 
mail. The state provides an on-
line application form. 

The state sent paper forms 
to Alaska residents 65 and 
older, but the lawsuit alleges 
failing to send applications to 
all registered voters during the 
COVID-19 pandemic is dis-
criminatory. 

Earlier in the month, U.S. 
District Court Judge Joshua 
Kindred denied a request by 
the Disability Law Center to 
compel Republican Lt. Gov. 
Kevin Meyer to send the ballot 
applications to all Alaska vot-
ers. 

Sam Gottstein, an attorney 
representing the Disability 
Law Center, said the plaintiffs 

are considering what the rul-
ing means for the appeal. 

“We disagree with the deci-
sion and believe all Alaskans 
should be given an equal op-
portunity to vote 
absentee,”Gottstein said. 

The state Division of Elec-
tions plans to email a reminder 
about the online form to all 
Alaska residents registered 
with MyAlaska, the service 
used for Permanent Fund div-
idend applications. 

A third-party group, the 
Washington, D.C.-based Cen-
ter for Voter Information, plans 
to mail paper forms to Alaska 

voters. 
For most people, the coron-

avirus causes mild or moder-
ate symptoms, such as fever 
and cough that clear up in two 
to three weeks. For some — es-
pecially older adults and peo-
ple with existing health 
problems — it can cause more 
severe illness, including pneu-
monia, and death. 

The number of infections is 
thought to be far higher be-
cause many people have not 
been tested, and studies sug-
gest people can be infected 
with the virus without feeling 
sick. 

Absentee ballot lawsuit will not be heard before election

Gerrit  
Southland!

Love, Mom & Dad

Happy  
Birthday  

PHOTOS BY CALEB VIERKANT

One of the organizations present at last Saturday’s Family Resilience Fair was the Salvation 
Army. Pictured here (left to right) is Lt. Jon Tollerud, Lt. Rosie Tollerud, Annabelle Garcia, 
and Linda Garcia. The Family Resilience Fair brought together many local organizations 
to show what resources are available for Wrangell families. 

The third annual Family Resilience Fair took place Saturday, Sept. 
26. Several organizations came together to show what resources were 
available to families in need. Kay Larson, one of the fair’s organiz-
ers, said they had 13 different tables set up at the meeting, compared 
to 10 last year. One such organization was Community Roots, 
Wrangell’s LGBT support group. Pictured here is Eli Michael get-
ting the table ready for the fair. 

Along with information from local organizations, and games and small prizes for kids, 
last weekend’s Family Resilience Fair also hosted a table of free books for anyone to take 
home. 

Family Resilience Fair 
Saturday, September 26
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By CALEB VIERKANT 
Sentinel writer 

Wrangell’s high school 
swim team held their first 
meet of the season last Friday 
and Saturday. Coach Jamie 
Roberts said this was a virtual 
meet, with Wrangell swim-
mers competing in their own 
pool against other swimmers 
across the region. 

Friday results 
Aaliyah Messmer swam 

31.02 in the 50-yard freestyle, 
and 1:11.26 in the 100-yard 
freestyle. Renee Roberts swam 
25.89 in the 50-yard freestyle, 
and 57.12 in the 100-yard 
freestyle. Jack Roberts swam 
25.99 in the 50-yard freestyle, 
and 57.79 in the 100-yard 
freestyle. Jimmy Baggen swam 
26.28 in the 50-yard freestyle, 
and 1:03.11 in the 100-yard 
freestyle. Nikolai Siekawitch 
swam 23.53 in the 50-yard 
freestyle, and 51.13 in the 100-
yard freestyle. Tyson  
Messmer swam 30.02 in the  
50-yard freestyle, and 1:11.97 
in the 100-yard freestyle. 
Carter Hammer swam  
a time trial, making 37.74 in 
the 50-yard freestyle and 
1:35.97 in the 100-yard 
freestyle. 

Saturday results 
Aaliyah Messmer swam 

30.86 in the 50-yard freestyle, 
and 1:11.87 in the 100-yard 
freestyle. Renee Roberts swam 
25.72 in the 50-yard freestyle, 
and 57.63 in the 100-yard 
freestyle. Jack Roberts swam 
26.34 in the 50-yard freestyle, 
and 58.02 in the 100-yard 
freestyle. 

As of press time, Sept. 29, 
Coach Roberts said she had 
not received regional results to 
know how her swimmers 
placed. 

“The team swam well,” 
Roberts wrote in a Facebook 
message. “Most of them have 
only been in the pool for 10-13 
practices – just enough time to 
get back some of the en-
durance that they lost since 
March, when the pool shut 
down to organized activities. 
They felt a little unsure of how 
they would do since the pool 
setup isn’t the most favorable 
for racing. The team only has 

one starting block, so they are 
racing the clock and not a 
teammate and the pool tem-
perature is a bit warm for rac-

ing … While the meet results 
have not been posted yet, I ex-
pect some of our swimmers to 
place well.”
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Swim team 
holds first 
virtual meet
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The Wrangell High School swim team (from farthest to closest lanes, left to right): Lane 5: Carter Hammer. Lane 4: Jack Roberts 
and Bruce Smith. Lane 3: Nikolai Siekawitch, Renee Roberts, and Jimmy Baggen. Lane 2: Aaliyah Messmer and Tyson Messmer. 
Not pictured is Keely Good, Jacob Allen, and Ashleigh Loomis. 

By CALEB VIERKANT 
Sentinel writer 

Wrangell Parks and Rec announced a new 
photo contest for the public to participate in 
last Tuesday, Sept. 22. The “Pups In Parks” con-
test will give Wrangell dog owners a chance to 
go enjoy the great outdoors with their canines, 
and take a few pictures while they’re out there. 
There will even be a chance for their dogs to be 
featured in a new parks and recreation calen-
dar. 

Wrangell is a rather dog-friendly town, Parks 
and Rec Director Kate Thomas said. There are 
somewhere around 550 dogs on the island, she 
said, according to numbers she researched a few 
years ago. The idea for a dog calendar was the 
brainchild of Lucy Moline-Robinson, she added. 
Excess funds from calendar sales will go to-

wards the annual Helping Our Parks project. 
The plan is to have the calendars ready for pur-
chase in time for Christmas, she said. 

“We did a little snippet of a dog contest, dur-
ing the quarantine or lockdown period, and that 
was really popular,” Thomas said. “Once we got 
a bunch of those notifications from the public to 
our Facebook page, and we started re-sharing 
them, they were super popular. From that, Lucy 
generated an idea to do an annual dog calen-
dar.” 

Photos must be submitted by email to recre-
ation@wrangell.com. Parks and Rec will then 
share these photos to Facebook. Whichever pic-
tures get the most likes, according to a Parks and 
Rec Facebook post, will be considered for inclu-
sion in the calendar. Parks and Rec will be ac-
cepting photos through Oct. 15.

“Pups In Parks” contest open until Oct. 15

Wrangell dog Sky getting some energy out of her system at Volunteer Park. Local dog-owners are 
invited to submit pictures of their pets to Wrangell Parks and Recreation’s “Pups In Parks” photo 
contest. 
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By CALEB VIERKANT 
Sentinel writer 

A contractor at Southeast Alaska Power Agency’s Tyee Lake 
hydroelectric facility accidentally entered an incorrect control 
system input, resulting in a power outage in Wrangell and Pe-
tersburg Saturday morning, said SEAPA CEO Trey Acteson. 

SEAPA staff were conducting a training session associated 
with recent control upgrades when the error was made. Tyee 
Lake generation was lost at 9:15 A.M. on Sept. 26, said Robert 
Siedman, an electrical engineer with SEAPA. Power was restored 
25 minutes later at 9:40 A.M. All the Wrangell and Petersburg 
circuits were offline during the Tyee lake generation outage, said 
Siedman.  

“SEAPA continuously strives to modernize aging equipment 
and ensure personnel are properly trained,” said Acteson in an 
email to the Sentinel. “We apologize for any inconvenience this 
inadvertent power interruption may have caused.”

Human error causes blackout 



By CALEB VIERKANT 
Sentinel writer 

The new Wrangell Medical 
Center is nearing completion, 
according to a press release 
from SEARHC. Several crews 
are on-site working on siding, 
concrete, drywall, and other 
aspects of the construction 

project. According to the press 
release, the facility is 80 per-
cent complete. 

Installation of exterior sid-
ing is nearly complete, with 
only the courtyard walls and 
south-facing side of the facility 
left. The majority of plumbing 
has been completed, as well. 

Electric crews are currently in-
stalling security systems and 
are preparing to put in the 
building transformer. Drywall 
crews are nearly complete 
with their work, as well. 

“Hearing so many projects 
within the new construction 
being completed, or nearing 
completion, is some welcomed 
news in 2020,” said SEARHC 
Vice President and WMC Hos-
pital Administrator Leatha 
Merculieff in the press release. 
“WMC staff is eager and ex-
cited to begin treating patients 
and caring for residents in 
what will be the nicest health-
care facility in the region.” 

According to the press re-
lease, flooring installation will 
begin this week, and laundry 
and kitchen equipment will 
start to be installed. Perma-
nent site power will be tested 
around mid-October. The last 
phase of clinic renovations, at-
tached to the new hospital, are 

scheduled for early Novem-
ber. The move-in date for the 
new medical center is antici-

pated for December, with full 
project completion in early 
2021.

Some surprising results are 
revealed in the first of a series of 
briefing papers showing how 
Alaska’s seafood industry has 
been affected by the pandemic 
from dock to dinner plates. 

The updates, compiled by the 
McDowell Group for the Alaska 
Seafood Marketing Institute 
(ASMI), show that so far the 
amount of seafood that has been 
harvested is in line with previous 
years. 

“While 2020 harvests have 
been significantly lower in some 
salmon fisheries…the declines 
are due to weak runs rather than 
reduced effort or other forces 
that might have some connection 
with the pandemic,” according 
to the latest brief. 

“If we forgot about the pan-
demic and we just look at how 
much has been harvested, we're 
similar to past years, so that's a 
vote of confidence there,” said 
Garret Evridge, a McDowell fish-
ery economist. 

Market disruptions and in-
creased operating costs definitely 
put downward pressure on the 
value of all that seafood, with the 
price plummet at Bristol Bay 
being perhaps the most striking 

example. The preliminary value 
of the Bay’s fishery this year is 
$140.7 million (not including 
post-season bonuses), compared 
to the all-time high of $306.5 mil-
lion in 2019. 

“And that certainly seems to 
be the trend across nearly all 
species. Generally, the pandemic 
has depressed prices across the 
board,” Evridge said.  

Also pushing down the value 
was a smaller processing work 
force. The extra efforts to manage 
and mitigate Covid-related risks 
“are believed to be the primary 
cause of a 13% overall decline re-
ported for July 2020, a decline of 
2,500 jobs from July 2019,” the 
September brief said. Chaotic 
market changes also forced 
workers to produce lower val-
ued salmon products. 

Using Bristol Bay again as an 
example, where a compressed 
run plugged processing plants 
with millions of salmon, time 
and labor constraints meant that 
most of the fish had to be 
headed/gutted and frozen or 
canned instead of being trimmed 
up for pricier fresh or frozen fil-
lets. 

“What that effectively does is 

it reduces the average value per 
pound of the Bristol Bay pack, 
which is particularly difficult in 
a year when operating costs have 
increased so much,” Evridge 
said. 

Those added costs aren’t 
going away anytime soon. 

There are no hard data yet but 
interviews with processors indi-
cate at least $50 million has been 
spent so far by inshore and off-
shore sectors, said Dan Lesh, a 
McDowell senior analyst. 

“It’s definitely an estimate 
and it's a number that's likely to 
increase, not only through the 
end of 2020, but into 2021 and as 
long as this pandemic is in effect. 
We're trying to communicate 
that the industry is sustaining 
real operating cost increases,” 
Lesh said. 

"The industry is taking on 
these costs out of pocket at the 
same time we are facing severe 
disruption in key markets and 
multiple pre-Covid cost bur-
dens,” said Cora Campbell, CEO 
of Silver Bay Seafoods at a July 
29 U.S. Senate committee hear-
ing. 

“While a fraction of these 
costs may be reimbursed, we 
face significant uncertainty be-
cause there’s no specific congres-
sional directive to support health 
and safety protocol costs for crit-
ical seafood supply chains," 
Campbell said, adding that 
Covid prevention measures have 
not been included so far in fed-
eral relief loans and funds.    

The McDowell team is wait-
ing a few more months to get a 
better understanding of how 
Covid has affected volumes and 
values of Alaska’s top export. 
August and September are the 
peak   export months for Alaska 
seafood; for salmon, about 75% 
of annual exports (by value) 
occur between July and October. 

One advantage, Evridge said, 
is that global currency rates are 
playing in our favor. The dollar 
has trended weaker since Febru-
ary, making Alaska seafood more 
affordable to foreign buyers. 

“It's important to focus on 
these bright spots,” Evridge said. 
“But there still is a big trade im-
balance there with Russia, not to 
mention the ongoing trade war 
with China,” he said. 

Overall, and despite all the 
difficulties, Evridge called 2020 

“largely a success” for Alaska’s 
fisheries. 

“We're still harvesting five to 
six billion pounds of seafood, the 
values are down, but we haven't 
fallen off a cliff,” he said. “If you 
just think back to the early stages 
of the pandemic, we were talking 
about the possibility of Bristol 
Bay not even opening and some 
of the worst scenarios weren't ac-
tually realized. So that's a real 
positive.” 

 Dinner plate update - 
Seafood is benefitting from three 
major eating trends during the 
pandemic and they are expected 
to continue.  

“The first is the huge increase 
in home cooking as fewer people 
eat in restaurants,” said John 
Sackton, founder of Seafood-
News.com. “Second is  the big 
increase in using frozen food, 
which is especially advanta-
geous for the seafood industry, 
and third is the continued em-
phasis on health and diet during 
the pandemic.”  

He added that national trend 
tracker IRI has been reporting on 
changes in protein and frozen 
food at retail grocery, and that 
the trends for both frozen and 
fresh seafood continue to be 
more positive than any other cat-
egory.   

“The continued strength of 
seafood consumption suggests 
that the strong performance of 
seafood at home will continue 
through the holidays and into 
the Lent season next year,” Sack-
ton said. 

That’s backed up by surveys 
done by the Alaska Seafood Mar-
keting Institute, which has been 
quickly adapting to the chal-
lenges and opportunities posed 
by the pandemic. 

“In December of 2019 before 
Covid, 70% of consumers cooked 
three times a week at home, and 
since Covid, 66% said they now 
cook at home more frequently,” 
said Arianna Elnes, an ASMI 
spokesperson. 

She added that for the first 
half of 2020 restaurant sales were 
$65 billion lower, while U.S. gro-
cery store sales for all products 
were up $43 billion from the 
same time last year. 

To accommodate the in-
creased interest in frozen foods 
and food safety, Elnes said ASMI 
quickly revamped its flagship 

Cook it Frozen campaign. 
“This focused on filling the 

pantry and freezers and featured 
at a glance cooking tips and 
recipe ideas to help consumers 
build confidence in cooking wild 
Alaska seafood at home,” Elnes 
said. “The campaign was 
launched in March, right at the 
onset of Covid, and in May 
frozen seafood sales at retail 
were up 66%.”  

ASMI also has partnered with 
notable chefs and dieticians on 
Instagram for Seafood Sundays 
and other cooking specials.  

Its survey of over 13,000 con-
sumers also showed that con-
sumers want to know where 
there food comes from and that 
fishermen and farmers hold the 
most trust at nearly 70%. 

“We're really trying to focus 
on origin,” Elnes said. “When we 
talk about local eating, it doesn’t 
just mean in terms of distance, 
but local as in knowing where it 
comes from. So we've launched 
a Choose Alaska campaign and 
it pitches seafood as critical to the 
national and global food supply 
chain, and it lets people know 
that when they're buying Alaska, 
they're supporting people's 
livelihoods.” 

Elnes added that direct mar-
keting by more fishermen also is 
on an upward trajectory. ASMI 
has posted a short survey to 
identify ways to assist with di-
rect sales.  

(www.alaskaseafood.org/ne
ws/marketing-updates/) 

 Fishy questions?  Questions 
are being solicited for the up-
coming virtual debate between 
Republican Senator Dan Sullivan 
and Independent challenger, Dr. 
Al Gross. The questions must 
focus on a sole topic:  Alaska’s 
seafood industry. 

The fisheries debate, hosted 
by the Kodiak Chamber of Com-
merce and moderated by 
Rhonda McBride, is set for Octo-
ber 10 at 5:00pm. It will take 
place over Zoom and be live 
streamed to www.KodiakCham-
ber.com, www.ComFishAK.com, 
and both the Kodiak Chamber 
and ComFish Alaska Facebook 
and YouTube channels. It also 
will be broadcast via KMXT to 
public radio stations statewide.  
Send topics or questions via 
email by September 30 to Cham-
ber@kodiak.org. 
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Surprising results from first of series of briefing papers showing 
effects on Alaska’s seafood industry affected by pandemic 

Alaska Fish Factor 
 

By LAINE�WELCH 
Fisheries columnist

Letter to the Editor
To the Editor: 
My dad lived in Wrangell from 1944-1949. There was a 

gentleman who worked at the power house and handmade 
boats. He gave my dad one and it is amazing. My dad, now 
85, was wondering if anyone knows his name and if his 
family is still in Wrangell. I know this is a long shot but he 
said that he should email the Sentinel. He however cannot 
see well so I am emailing you. My dad's name is Charles 
Milles and his mom was a teacher, Grace Montana (Logan) 
Milles. Any suggestions? Michelle (Milles) Evans, Phone: 
907-322-1461. Email: mevans—24@hotmail.com 

Michelle (Milles) Evans 

By Representative 
Dan Ortiz 

Last week, I had the opportunity to 
attend the online Southeast Conference 
Annual Meeting. The organization has 
a long history of advocating for our re-
gion’s people and economy. Did you 
know that it originally started as a 
group to promote the creation of a trans-
portation system in Southeast, which 
went on to become the Alaska Marine 
Highway System?  

Of course, since then, it has grown to 
include all industries pertinent to South-
east, such as mining, timber, tourism, 
and fishing and mariculture. Overall, 
the economic numbers for Southeast 
Alaska are a bit bleak. Ketchikan, 
Wrangell, and Metlakatla all had fewer 
jobs in 2019 than in 2018, and the 2020 
numbers are expected to be even less be-
cause of COVID. This drop is primarily 

from the loss of state jobs (because of a 
continuously cut state budget) and state 
jobs being transferred to other places. 
One example of ‘capitol creep’ is the 

proposed Public Safety Dispatch Center; 
Ketchikan currently houses an emer-
gency dispatch center that serves South-
east, but the Department of Public 
Safety is attempting to consolidate it to 
an Anchorage-area center.  

Although the numbers for tourism 
are low this year (once again, unfortu-
nately due to COVID), Southeast Con-
ference is focused on finding solutions 
so that the numbers will bounce back 
sooner rather than later. Everyone in the 
state is very aware of how important the 
tourism industry is to the economic 
health of our communities. There were 
some positive economic numbers! 
Specifically, jobs in our mining and tim-
ber industries have increased, although 
they are still some of our smallest sec-
tors. There was also a lot of exciting con-
versation about the future of our 
mariculture industry. Southeast Confer-

ence highlights the importance of our 
region to stick together. We can advo-
cate better for our communities when 
we work as a unified region. I feel par-
ticularly strongly about the need for 
combined advocacy when it comes to 
our ferry system. Southeast Conference 
has been a vital driving force in protect-
ing the Marine Highway.   

Thank you to Robert Venables, 
Southeast Conference Executive Direc-
tor, and his team for gathering our in-
dustry and community leaders for the 
conference. We were able to hold the 
event virtually, and I’d say it was an all-
around success. If you are interested in 
more information, Southeast Confer-
ence published “Southeast Alaska by 
the Numbers 2020” on their website. 
You can also email me anytime at 
Rep.Dan.Ortiz@AKLeg.gov or call my 
office at 907-247-4672.

Dan’s Dispatch

Dan Ortiz 

Editorial

The Aspen Daily News in Aspen, Colorado runs a state-
ment every day on their front page Flag that states: “If you 
don’t want it printed, don’t let it happen.” 

It’s a bit brash for our taste, but the words apply to this 
newspaper when it comes to public record reporting that ap-
pears on our pages. 

Recently we’ve had three persons request that we remove 
police and court reports that pertain to cases they were in-
volved in. They cite invasion of privacy concerns and cor-
rectly state that the information will jeopardize future hiring 
opportunities as well as admission to some colleges. 

Many employment and college level admission forms 
specifically ask applicants to disclose arrest records. 

We print the public records provided to us by the police 
and courts because it’s the duty of a newspaper to cover the 
actions of both the police department and the courts. Local, 
state and federal governments have established both law en-
forcement operations and the judiciary and the public needs 
to be aware of their work. 

If newspapers didn’t cover the actions of both the enforce-
ment and judicial arms of the government, their records would 
still be open to public review. Whether in print, posted on the 
world-wide web or on private blogs, the public records are 
continuously made available to anyone searching for them, in 
a multitude of formats. 

The bottom line is that history cannot be rewritten when it 
comes to public records. If you are arrested for a crime, con-
victed in a court hearing or owe back taxes to the government, 
there will be a record of it that is available to anyone searching 
for it. 

In rare cases, information can be expunged from public 
records, but it is extremely unlikely. 

Thus, the warning from the Aspen Daily News is appropri-
ate. Stay out of trouble, enter the courthouse only when called 
for jury duty, pay your taxes and there will be no public record 
information to hamper future college or employment oppor-
tunities. 

by Ron Loesch, Publisher
Public records don’t go away

New hospital nearing completion

PHOTO BY CALEB VIERKANT/ WRANGELL  SENTINEL

The new Wrangell Medical Center, currently under construction.

A business that 
doesn’t advertise 
is like a building 

without a foundation. 
Call The Sentinel for 

help with that 
foundation 
P.O. Box 798  •  205 Front Street  •  Wrangell, AK 99929 

PH: 874-2301  •  FAX: 874-2303  •  EMAIL: wrgsent@gmail.com



By CALEB VIERKANT 
Sentinel writer 

Construction on the 
Wrangell Mariners’ Memorial 
is coming along well, according 
to Mariners’ Memorial Board 
Treasurer Jeff Jabusch. The steel 
for the memorial’s walls them-
selves has been ordered, he 
said. The walls, once complete, 
will be where the plaques will 
eventually be placed. 

“We’re hoping to get at least 

one wall actually finished and 
up before winter, and then get 
these three walls poured,” 
Jabusch said. “Then we’ll get 
everything leveled off to grade 
with gravel, and then probably 
won’t be until next spring we’ll 
do the rest of this concrete all 
the way down to the parking 
lot.” 

Electrical work is coming 
along, as well, with the assis-
tance of LiveWire. Light stands 
are currently being installed 
around the memorial. Some of 
them are already lit, Jabusch 
said, and they will be working 
on bolting them into place in 
the near future. Now that sum-
mer has come to a close, he 
added that a lot of concrete 
work will have to wait until 
spring and drier weather. 

Jabusch also pointed out a 
recently installed compass in 
the floor of the memorial’s 
lighthouse. The compass is 
made of pure granite, he said, 
two inches thick and weighing 
800 pounds. It took several peo-
ple to get it put into place. The 
entire project has taken the help 
and time of many volunteers, 
he said. 

All in all, he said he is hope-
ful they will have the project 

complete before next summer. 
“I would say by the end of 

May it should be all done,” 
Jabusch said.
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Puzzle  
answers from 

Sept. 24  
Edition

Published: September 17, 24 and October 1, 2020

Published: September 17, 24 and October 1, 2020

Call Ottesen’s True 
Value Hardware for 
all your building & 
special order needs. 

Featuring: 
Atrium Windows, 

Snap-Loc Roofing, 
Treated & 

Untreated Wood

Phone 874-3377 
Fax 874-3549

e-mail: ottesenstruevalue@ak.net

Ottesen’s

BOATS AND MARINE 
IFQS AND FISHING PER-
MITS, Alaskan Quota and Per-
mits LLC, 907-772-4000, 
1-888-347-4437……tfn1-3b15 
 
SERVICES 
COPIES: Black and white and 
color copies up to 11x17. Please 
call to arrange drop off or pick 
up since our office is closed to 
the public. Send us your files to 
print. The Wrangell Sentinel, 
205 Front St. 874-2301……
tfndh 
  
FAX SERVICES at the Sen-
tinel. Send or receive faxes. 
Please call to arrange drop off 
or pick up since our office is 
closed to the public. Fax num-
ber 874-2303 ……tfndh

Update on Mariners’ 
Memorial construction

PHOTO BY CALEB VIERKANT/ WRANGELL  SENTINEL

The Wrangell Mariners’ Memorial. 

Monday, Sept. 21 
Agency Assist: Alarm. 
Illegal Parking: Vehicle 

parked in front of fire hydrant 
by middle school. 

 
Tuesday, Sept. 22 
Threats. 
Driving Complaint. 
Dog Complaint: Barking. 
VCOR: Arrest, for Violation 

Conditions of Release. 
 
Wednesday, Sept. 23 
Citizen Assist. 
Parking Complaint. 
Found Property. 
Dog Attack. 
Emotionally Disturbed Person. 
 
Thursday, Sept. 24 
Agency Assist: US Forest 

Service. 
 
Friday, Sept. 25 
Agency Assist: Harbor 

Department. 
Traffic Stop. 
 
Saturday, Sept. 26 
Three Agency Assists for 

Hoonah P.D. 
Suspicious Circumstance. 
Noise Complaint: Persons 

turned down their music. 
 
Sunday, Sept. 27 
Agency Assist: Public 

Works: Street sign blown down 

by the wind. 
Traffic Hazzard: 

Department of Transportation. 
Traffic Stop: Verbal warning 

for no tail lights. 
 
During this reporting 

period there were 17 
Subpoenas served.

Police report

N K ELECTRIC
Here to serve all

your electrical needs

COMMERCIAL
INDUSTRIAL

RESIDENTIAL

874-2770, #21633

Your local 
advertising 
CONSULTANTS

With local circulation 
to more than 1000

households throughout
the City & Borough of

Wrangell, 
our publication gives

your business the 
valuable exposure 
you need to attract 

new customers.

205 Front St.
wrgsent@gmail.com

907.874.2301

To speak with 
a sales rep, call
874-2301 today.



By CALEB VIERKANT 
Sentinel writer 

The Public Safety Building 
has been a topic of much discus-
sion and concern to city govern-
ment. The building, which 
houses Wrangell’s police depart-
ment, fire department, court, and 
DMV, is in disrepair. It was first 
constructed in 1987, according to 
Capital Facilities Director Amber 
Al-Haddad. Much of the discus-
sion has been whether or not re-
placing the entire building 
would be cheaper than renovat-
ing it, and about the growing list 
of issues present in the building.  

Another problem has recently 
been added to the list, according 
to Borough Manager Lisa Von 
Bargen, as structural instability 
was detected in the courthouse. 

“The structural issues were 
noted by the structural engineer 
who was in Wrangell the week of 
the 14th�as part of a multi-disci-
plinary team of engineers con-
ducting an assessment of the 
entire Public Safety Building to 
determine the condition of the 
building,” Von Bargen wrote in a 
Sept. 28 email. 

According to the engineer’s 
assessment, she wrote, there is 
rot in Glulam beams and possi-
bly in the floor joints of the west 
side of the building, particularly 
in the court office area. The 
rooms in question, which in-
clude the clerk’s office and the 
lounge, are being vacated and re-
located to another part of the 
Public Safety Building. Von Bar-
gen said there was currently not 

a timeline for repairing the struc-
tural issues, but the city was 
working towards a solution. 

“The recommended repair is 
that the roof and floor in this area 
be shored as soon as possible, 
and prior to snow accumulation 
on the roof,” she wrote. “PND 

Engineers has been hired to de-
sign a shoring solution. Materials 
were not in stock in town and so 
they have been ordered through 
a local supplier. The construction 
of the shoring solution will go 
out for bid as soon as the design 
is complete.”

ANCHORAGE, Alaska (AP) 
— Alaska reported six more 
deaths from the coronavirus — 
the highest number of deaths in 
a single day since the pandemic 
began, according to the state 

Department of Health and So-
cial Services. 

The state also reported 128 
new confirmed cases of 
COVID-19 on Friday, the most 
recent available data. 

The deaths include three 
men in their 60s, one man in his 
50s and two men in their 70s. 

The state had previously re-
ported a high of four deaths on 
Aug. 25. 

As of Friday, there were 
4,424 active cases of the coron-
avirus in the state, with 39 peo-
ple hospitalized from the 
disease. Of Alaska's 153 inten-
sive care unit beds, 85 were in 

use, the Anchorage Daily News 
reported. 

There have been 8,202 con-
firmed cases and 52 deaths 
from the coronavirus in the 
state since the pandemic 
began. 

The number of infections is 
thought to be far higher be-
cause many people have not 
been tested, and studies sug-
gest people can be infected 

with the virus without feeling 
sick. 

For most people, the new 
coronavirus causes mild or 
moderate symptoms, such as 
fever and cough that clear up in 
two to three weeks. For some 
— especially older adults and 
people with existing health 
problems — it can cause more 
severe illness, including pneu-
monia, and death.
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CITY AND BOROUGH OF WRANGELL  
JOB ADVERTISEMENT: 
Public Works Mechanic   

The Wrangell Public Works Department will accept 
applications for the position of  Mechanic through October 5, 2020 
at 5:00 p.m. This is a permanent position with all City & Borough 
benefits. This position is part of the collective bargaining 
agreement.   

The Mechanic is a journey-level position, responsible for 
performing a full range of equipment maintenance.   

Responsibilities include performing complex work in the 
inspection, repair, and maintenance of automotive equipment 
including tractors, trucks, power mowers, power sweepers, police 
cars, and construction equipment, overhauling light engines, and 
diagnosing mechanical problems. Requires in-depth knowledge of 
the standard practices, techniques and tools used in repairing, 
maintaining and overhauling heavy and light equipment, gasoline, 
diesel, mechanical, and electrical powered equipment, knowledge 
of the principles of internal combustion engines, and knowledge 
and understanding laws, codes, and regulations pertaining to 
vehicle safety.   

Applications and job descriptions may be obtained from and 
returned to Joyce Mason at City Hall, 205 Brueger Street (P.O. Box 
531), Wrangell, AK 99929 or via email at jmason@wrangell.com.   

The City and Borough of Wrangell is an Equal Employment 
Opportunity Employer. 

Lisa Von Bargen  
Wrangell Borough Manager 

Publish: September 24 and October 1, 2020

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT FOR THE STATE OF ALASKA 
AT KETCHIKAN 

 
In the Matter of the Estate of:  )  

      )   CASE NO. IKE - 20 - 93PR 
Timothy Charles Johnson       ) 
Date of Birth: 5/04/1954       )    

NOTICE TO CREDITORS 
You are notified that the court appointed Peter Neville Johnson as per-

sonal representative of this estate. All persons having claims against the 
person who died are required to present their claims within four months 
after the first publication of this notice or the claims will be forever 
barred. 

  Peter Neville Johnson
2417 Tongass Ave., Ste 111-324

Ketchikan, AK. 99901 
Published: October 1, 8 and 15, 2020

Date: 09-28-2020

City & Borough of Wrangell, Alaska  
PUBLIC NOTICE  

ABSENTEE VOTING for the Regular Borough Election (to 
be held October 6, 2020) begins on MONDAY, September 21, 
2020 from 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., (Monday through Friday) at 
City Hall. 

Qualified Voters may vote an Absentee Ballot until Monday, 
October 5, 2020 at 4:00 p.m. for the Regular Borough Election. 

For those voters who cannot VOTE ABSENTEE IN PERSON, 
you may submit an application to have your ballot mailed or faxed 
to you. 

Please stop by the Borough’s Clerks Office to apply. 
Kim Lane, MMC,  

Borough Clerk City & Borough of Wrangell, Alaska 
Publish: September 10, 17, 24 and October 1, 2020 

CITY AND BOROUGH OF WRANGELL, ALASKA 
NOTICE OF REGULAR ELECTION  

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that on the 6th day of October 2020, in the City and Borough of 
Wrangell, Alaska, a Regular Local Election will be held for the purpose of voting on the following 
Borough Official positions and proposition.   

Borough Mayor: One – (2 Year Term)  
Assembly: Two – (3 Year Terms)  
Assembly: One – (1 Year Unexpired Term until 10-2021)  
School Board: One – (3 Year Term)  
Port Commission: One – (3 Year Term)  
Port Commission: One – (2 Year Unexpired Term until 10-2022)  

PROPOSITION  1 
Ratification of Ordinance 979 

Shall the City and Borough of Wrangell withdraw from, and no longer participate in, the 
port authority known as the Inter-Island Ferry Authority, as provided by Ordinance No. 979 
of the City and Borough of Wrangell?  

***********************************************************************  
The polls for said election will be open at 8:00 a.m. on the said day and will close at 8:00 p.m. 

on the same day.  
Each voter must have the qualifications prescribed by state law. A qualified voter shall vote only 

once per election and shall exercise that right at the polling place established in the designated  
Wrangell Precinct (James & Elsie Nolan Museum/Civic Center) and in which he/she resides within 
the borough boundaries of the City and Borough of Wrangell. 

Kim Lane, MMC, Borough Clerk 
City and Borough of Wrangell, Alaska 

Publish: August 27, September 3, 10, 17, 24 and October 1, 2020 

PUBLIC NOTICE  
For the upcoming City and Borough of Wrangell Regular  

Election of October 6, 2020, the following ordinance applies: 
2.16.030 Write-in Candidates and Write-in Votes. 

Individuals who fail to file a declaration of candidacy but wish to 
run for office as a write-in candidate, must file with the borough 
clerk, a letter of intent no later than five p.m. on the Friday  
preceding the election (October 2, 2020) in which the candidate 
plans to participate. 

Write-in votes cast for individuals who do not file a letter of 
intent will not be counted. 

In order to vote for a write-in candidate, the voter must, in 
space provided, write in the candidate’s name as the candidate’s 
name appears on the letter of intent filed with the borough clerk. 
In addition, the voter must mark the oval opposite the candidate’s 
name. 

Stickers shall not be used. 
Kim Lane, MMC, Borough Clerk 

City and Borough of Wrangell, Alaska 
Publish: September 10, 17, 24 and October 1, 2020 

City & Borough of Wrangell, Alaska 
PUBLIC NOTICE 

City Board and Committee Vacancies   
Persons interested in serving on the following City Boards and 

Committees, please submit your letters of interest to the Office of the 
Borough Clerk, City & Borough of Wrangell, P.O. Box 531, 
Wrangell, AK 99929. You can also email your Letter of Interest to 
the Borough Clerk at: clerk@wrangell.com.  

Deadline for Letters of Interest is 4:00 p.m.,  
Wednesday, October 7, 2020, for the following vacancies:  

Planning & Zoning Commission                one (1) three-year term 
Parks & Recreation Advisory Board          two (2) three-year terms  
Wrangell Convention & Visitors Bureau    two (2) three-year terms  
Economic Development Committee          two (2) three-year terms  
Investment Committee                                one (1) one-year term  

Appointments will be made at the October 13, 2020 Regular 
Assembly meeting. 

A copy of the code chapter for any of the above boards and 
commissions can be obtained by 

contacting the Borough Clerk’s Office or viewed at the City’s 
website at www.wrangell.com The City & Borough of Wrangell is 
an equal opportunity employer. 

Kim Lane, MMC, Borough Clerk 
City & Borough of Wrangell, Alaska 

Publish: October 1, 2020

Wrangell Public Schools  
PUBLIC NOTICE  

Vacancy on the School Board 
Wrangell Public Schools is accepting letters of interest from 

citizens who wish to serve on the School Board. 
The unexpired term of appointment is until October 2021. 
To be eligible to be a member of the school board, a person 

must have the same qualifications as are necessary to be a 
municipal voter in the school district. 

Letters of interest should be submitted to: 
School Board President Aaron Angerman  

PO Box 2319 
Wrangell, AK 99929-2319 

or you can email your letter of interest to the Administrative 
Assistant at: kpowell@wpsd.us on or before Thursday, October 
8, 2020, at 4:00 p.m. 

Information on the powers and duties of the School Board are 
contained in School Board Policy, Article 7. A copy of the policy 
chapter can be obtained at the School District Office or viewed 
at the school’s website at http://www.wpsd.us 

Kimberly J. Powell  
Administrative Assistant 

Published: September 24 and October 1, 2020

Sept. 30, 1920 
The school benefit 

entertainment and dance given 
in the Redmen’s hall Friday 
evening was a huge success, 
both socially and financially. 
Hon. P.C. McCormack, 
treasurer of the school board, 
acted as chairman for the 
occasion, and his preliminary 
remarks met with a ready 
response. The following 
program was exceptionally 
well rendered, each number 
receiving an encore: Piano 
solo-Miss Erma Grant, Song-
Miss Edna Mae Bidwell, Song-
Miss Marjorie Johnson, Piano 
Solo- Glen Matheson, Vocal 
Solo - Miss Lillian Kelley, Irish 
Jig - Miss Margaret 
McCormack, Song - Miss 
Anabel Frobese, Egyptian 
dance - Miss Edna Mae 
Bidwell, Song - Mrs. W.W. 
McLaughlin. Following the 
program there was a most 
enjoyable dance. The hall was 
tastily decorated with 
streamers and Japanese 
lanterns. 

 
Sept. 28, 1945 
Bob Ellis, ace flier and 

general manager of Ellis 
Airlines in Ketchikan, was 
back at the controls of the 
Balanca last Saturday when the 
plane was put in at Wrangell. 
Ellis, former Lieutenant 
Commander in the Naval Air 
Corps, has just received his 
honorable discharge and will 
resume commercial flying. He 
took time off on his first 
commercial trip since the war 
Saturday to say hello to some 
of his many friends who 
welcomed him back into 
civilian life. 

 
Oct. 1, 1970 
Tex Godwin arrived home 

from a month’s vacation in 
Oregon and California in a 
little blue convertible which he 
drove off the ferry and into the 
bay. It sank, but only to a point 
about at the tops of the fender 
wells, and then it began to 

make like a boat, scooting off 
across the water leaving a 
white wake behind. The 1967 
convertible looks like a regular 
small car ashore but it is 
watertight and has two 
propellers tucked up under the 
back bumper which push it at 
10 to 12 miles per hour in its 
guise as a boat. The front 
wheels act as rudders. How 
fast will it go ashore? “Well,“ 
allowed Tex, “I got fined for 
speeding in Washington, it 
keeps up with traffic all right.” 
Godwin a gang trim operator 
at Alaska Wood Products, said 
he bought the car in North 
Hollywood, Calif., and drove it 
1,469 miles home to Wrangell, 
taking dips in numerous lakes 
enroute. 

 
Sept. 28, 1995 
Wrangell had yet another 

reason to be proud of the 
Wrangell High School cross 
country team after its strong 
showing at Regionals in Sitka 
Saturday. The boys team 
consistently produced 
impressive team scores 
throughout the season but 
missed capturing the second by 
six points, which would have 
sent the team to state. Robert 
Ivy had the best time for the 
Wolves with 16:33, which 

earned him second honors. Ivy 
was followed by Tony Byford, 
sixth with 17:30. Jeff Nyman 
came in 18th with an 18:08 and 
Mike Prevette finished 20th at 
18:12. Wrangell’s Lady Wolves 
weren’t able to officially be 
called a team since only three 
girls stayed throughout the 
season. Those remaining 
however, showed great effort. 
They were led by Stacia 
Larrance with another 
excellent run. She placed 
second with a time of 20:10. Ivy 
and Larrance both hope to 
finish in the top ten. 

 

 
AA Meetings: North Star Group Meeting Tuesdays and Fridays 7 - 8 p.m at St. Philips Episcopal 
Church. 

The Way We Were In the Sentinel 100, 75, 50 and 25 years ago.

 

          TIDES

Call 874-2021 for information or call 874-3711  
or Toll Free 800-642-0066 for recorded information. 

Senior Center Meals Menu 
Delivery Only

FERRY

 

     High Tides                Low Tides
            AM         PM                  AM                 PM

        Time       Ft      Time     Ft      Time    Ft      Time    Ft
Oct. 1   01:17  16.5  01:39   16.7   07:20  -0.2   07:37   0.4 
Oct. 2   01:52  16.4  02:07   16.7   07:47   0.2   08:06   0.1 
Oct. 3   02:25  16.0  02:33   16.5   08:13   0.8   08:34   0.0 
Oct. 4   02:56  15.4  02:58   16.1   08:39   1.5   09:03   0.1 
Oct. 5   03:27  14.6  03:23   15.6   09:06   2.4   09:35   0.5    
Oct. 6   04:00  13.7  03:49   15.1   09:35   3.3   10:10   1.0 
Oct. 7   04:37  12.7  04:19   14.4   10:09   4.4   10:53   1.6 
Oct. 8   05:23  11.8  04:59   13.6   10:51   5.3   11:47   2.2

Continuing Events

Wrangell 
Weather

Daylight         
Hours

Date             High            Low 
Sept. 21       58               50 
Sept. 22       56               50 
Sept. 23       59               50  
Sept. 24       55               50 
Sept. 25       52               46 
Sept. 26      57               50  
Sept. 27       57               48 
Sept. 28       55               46

Oct.  1     6:51a     6:23p    11:32h 
Oct.  2     6:53a      6:21p    11:28h 
Oct.  3     6:55a     6:18p    11:23h  
Oct.  4     6:57a     6:15p    11:18h 
Oct.  5     6:59a     6:13p    11:14h 
Oct.  6     7:01a     6:10p    11:09h 
Oct.  7     7:03a     6:08p    11:05h 
Oct.  8     7:05a     6:05p    11:00h

October 1 -  October 8

 
Northbound               Southbound
Monday, Oct. 5  
Kennicott  01:45 p.m.  
Monday, Oct. 19  
Kennicott  01:45 p.m.  
Monday, Nov. 2 
Kennicott  01:00 p.m.

Thursday, Oct. 15 
Kennicott  04:45 a.m. 
Thursday, Oct. 29 
Kennicott  05:45 a.m.

Wrangell Roundup: Special Events
Monday, October 5 

Wrangell Public  School  Board: Work session  for the purpose of providing board member training on 
the budget beginning at 7:00 PM, Monday, October 5, 2020 via Zoom.  Although a quorum of the board 
may be present, no formal action will be taken.   
The public is encouraged to attend. Join the Zoom Meeting using this link: 
https://zoom.us/j/93267547215?pwd=QVJ0NDhJdzg5SGc2QzFEaVE1cHZPUT09 Meeting ID: 932 6754 
7215 Passcode: 376651. 

The Sentinel extends its best wishes to the persons listed on the 
Wrangell Chamber of Commerce Community Scholarship Birthday 
Calendar. 

Thursday, October 1: Mark Cummings, Scott Phillips, Fern 
Seimears, Peter Wilson, Victoria Garcia, Georgia Lewis, 
Gretchen Powell, Dean Bakeberg, Adalyn Angerman. Friday, 
October 2: Mariah Mork, Tristan Botsford, Alana Harrison, 
Rory Prunella, Kay Jabusch. Saturday, October 3: Jeremy 
Maxand, Brett Woodbury. Sunday, October 4: Bill Privett, 
Conner Dilg, “Millee”, Eva Roher, Thane Ellsworth, Finley Filer, 
Anniversary: K. Rick & Trish Kohrt. Monday, October 5: Gerrit 
Southland, Tony Byford, Kari Massin, Tara Stutz. Tuesday, 
October 6: Betty Newman, Becky Simpson, R. Lee 
Weiderspohn. Wednesday, October 7: Dani Easterly, Jim 
Wooden, Kirk Davidson, Ed Rilatos, Jr., Casey Nore, Jimmy 
Jabusch. Thursday, October 8: Sandy Churchill, Brian Rooney, 
Richard Taylor.  

If you would like to add a birthday or anniversary at no 
charge please call the Sentinel at 874-2301.

Please call Wrangell Senior Center  
at 874-2066 by 10 a.m. for delivery. 

Senior van also available to transport seniors to medical  
appointments reasonable errands like collecting mail, getting 

prescriptions at pharmacies or other essential need items. 

Friday, October 2 
Creamy Tomato Soup, Tuna 

Sandwich, Cucumber Onion Salad. 
Monday, October 5 

Country Pork Stew, Romaine Radish Salad, 
Biscuits. 

Tuesday, October 6 
Roast Venison, Mashed Potatoes, Fruit Slaw. 

 Wednesday, October 7 
Spaghetti Meat Sauce, Tossed Green Salad, 

Garlic Bread. 
 Thursday, October 8 

Baked Fish, Scalloped Potatoes, Creamy 
ColeSlaw. 

Birthdays & Anniversaries

Next Sunday, Oct. 11:  
Gremlins (1984)

* ONE SHOWING ONLY * 
SUNDAY, October 4,  

4pm  matinee

BEETLEJUICE 
(1988)

Rated PG | 1h 32min 
Comedy, Fantasy

Alaska reports six more COVID-19 deaths, 128 new cases Structural instability detected in courthouse

907-874-2301 • Fax: 907-874-2303
wrgsent@gmail.com 

Celebrate with a 
birthday ad in the
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By CALEB VIERKANT 
Sentinel writer 

In last week’s assembly 
meeting, Borough Manager 
Lisa Von Bargen reported that 
the city had recently been in-
formed by the Alaska Depart-
ment of Environmental 
Conservation that they had 
surpassed allowable levels of 
HAA5 in the water supply. 
HAA5, or Haloacetic Acids, is 
a byproduct of organic mate-
rial in the water being treated 
with chlorine during the disin-
fection process. 

“It is important to remem-
ber organic material is always 
present in the source water 
treated for Wrangell’s drinking 
water,” reads a Sept. 24 press 
release from the city. “The or-
ganic material load changes 
throughout the year, typically 
starting to increase in the fall. 
This year Wrangell has experi-
enced a higher than normal 
load of organic material, and 
earlier in the year than typi-
cal.” 

The maximum contamina-
tion levels (MCLs) for disinfec-
tion byproducts like HAA5 are 
established by the EPA, ac-
cording to the press release. 
The MCL for HAA5 is 60 parts 
per billion. The press release 
goes on to state that compli-
ance with the MCL levels is 
based on a locational running 
annual average of water sam-
ples taken during the last four 
calendar quarters. With the lat-
est test results from August, 
the press release reads, 
Wrangell’s water has a loca-
tional running annual average 
of 80.1 parts per billon. Von 
Bargen clarified, in an email to 
the Sentinel, that this is 20.1 
micrograms over the limit. 

The press release goes on to 
state, at several points, that 
this is not an emergency. The 
city would have notified the 
public within 24 hours if it 

were. Staff at the water depart-
ment are working with ADEC 
to adjust local treatment 
processes to reduce the 
amount of organic material in 
the water before the introduc-
tion of chlorine. The press re-
lease adds that the city will be 
introducing a “more robust 
testing regime” to check HAA5 
levels more often than man-
dated. HAA5 levels in the 
water were already dropping, 
the press release reads. Von 
Bargen said that the next 
scheduled test is in November, 
but they will work with ADEC 
to test prior to that 

“If you have a severely 
compromised immune system, 
have an infant, are pregnant or 
are elderly, you may be at in-
creased risk and should seek 
advice from your health care 
providers about drinking this 
water,” the press release reads. 
“You may continue to drink 
and use water normally. If you 
feel you are at increased risk 
there are two primary options 
for reducing the level of HAA5 
in your drinking water: 1) 
drink bottled water, or 2) pur-
chase a filter (such as Brita) 
that is carbon activated (has 
charcoal) to filter drinking 
water. Boiling water will not 
remove any HAA5.” 

Von Bargen went into some 
more detail about operational 
changes to lower HAA5 levels 
at the water department. For 
one thing, she said that the 
water department’s staff will 
be vigilant regarding chlorine 
levels, making sure there is 
enough in the water to disin-
fect it, while also minimizing 
the potential to create byprod-
ucts like HAA5. Ozone gener-
ators have also been adjusted 
for the maximum possible out-
put, she wrote, which will 
allow for more removal of or-
ganic material before filtration 
begins. She also said, in an 

email, that the water flow 
through the plant has been al-
tered to slow down the aver-
age peak flow of raw water. 

“This will allow for better 

contact time for the ozone to 
work on the organics within 
the raw water before filtra-
tion,” Von Bargen wrote. 
“This will lower byproduct 

potential, and formation 
within the system.  This 
change will require signifi-
cantly more filter maintenance 
at the plant.”

By CALEB VIERKANT 
Sentinel writer 

The Freeberg family moved to 
Wrangell in April of 2019. Kyle Free-
berg moved here to take a position as 
the town’s state wildlife trooper. He 
has a total of three years of experience 
as a state trooper, the previous two 
spent in Fairbanks. His year as state 
trooper in Wrangell involved enforcing 
state laws, educating the public about 
important hunting and fishing regula-
tions, and as he said in a July 2019 in-
terview, working to increase 
collaboration between himself and the 
community. This chapter of the Free-
berg’s life has come to a close, however, 
as they are preparing to move south. 

Freeberg announced in September 
that he quit his job as state trooper and 

planned to move down south. He also 
stated, again on Facebook, that they 
would be moving to Wisconsin some-
time in October. Freeberg also shared a 
vlog, discussing preparations for the 
move, on Sept. 22. 

“I just quit my job, I got three weeks 
left until I leave,” he said in the vlog. 
“Moving down south to be by family. 
Don’t have a job, don’t have a place to 
live down there yet, so we’ll see how it 
goes … We knew Alaska was going to 
be a chapter of life, you know, just did-
n’t know how long. We just decided it’s 
come to an end. Ready to go back, 
ready to be closer to family.” 

Freeberg declined to comment for 
the paper directly, saying that anyone 
who had questions could reach out to 
him personally. Sgt. Cody Litster, state 

trooper in Petersburg, said he was told 
the Freeberg family just wanted to 
move south to be closer to family. For 
the foreseeable future, Wrangell will be 
without a state trooper.  

Litster said that if there is business 
in Wrangell that requires a state 
trooper, the dispatch center in 
Ketchikan should be called at (907) 225-
5118, and they will determine which 
trooper is closest to Wrangell at the 
time. He went on to explain that 
trooper positions are filled through a 
bidding process. While he had no spe-
cific timeframe, he said that the process 
for finding a new trooper for Wrangell 
is currently underway. 

“Those positions are filled by inter-
nal bids,” Litster said. “The bidding 
process is open.”
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Helping hand
Wrangell touts itself as a community that supports one another, full of people willing to lend 
a helping hand to those in need. This was evidenced recently by Officer Connor Philips, who 
helped Diane Simpson change a tire. 

Wildlife Trooper Kyle Freeberg and family moving south

Kyle Freeberg

By CALEB VIERKANT 
Sentinel writer 

During Southeast Alaska’s record breaking rainfall this sum-
mer, the Swan Lake hydroelectric facility reached its full capacity 
for the first time since the project was upgraded three years ago, 
according to a press release from Sen. Bert Stedman’s office and 
Southeast Alaska Power Agency. Water levels reached the flash-
boards and forced a reservoir spill on July 24. 

The upgrade expanded the capacity of the hydroproject from 
86,000 acre-feet to 111,800 acre-feet, according to the press release. 
The expansion can store about 25 to 30 percent more storage. 

Swan Lake hydroelectric facility can now provide up to 12,000 
MWh of additional energy annually, which is the equivalent of 
800,000 gallons of diesel fuel, according to SEAPA. The expansion 
will eliminate nearly 18 million pounds of CO2 from being emit-
ted into the atmosphere as a result of diesel generation. 

“Hydroelectricity and this expansion to the system increases 
the stability and reliability of the electrical system throughout the 
district,” said Stedman in a prepared statement. “This expansion 
is a perfect example of how we are working to sustainably de-
velop our great state and bring cheaper, more reliable electricity 
to our residents.” 

In the upgraded hydroproject’s first year of service, it saved 
Ketchikan about $1.1 million in diesel generation. 

The project was funded through bonds and a $3.9 million di-
rect appropriation from the state of Alaska, according to the press 
release. The total cost came in under $13.3 million, which was the 
estimated cost for the project. 

SEAPA provides hydropower to Ketchikan, Wrangell and Pe-
tersburg. The Swan Lake hydroproject is dedicated to Ketchikan, 
while the Tyee Lake hydroproject powers Wrangell and Peters-
burg. 
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After water levels reached capacity at Swan Lake on Revillagigedo Island on July 24, Southeast Alaska Power Agency officials had to spill water from the dam at the 
Swan Lake hydroelectric facility. 

Wet summer  
overflows Swan Lake

Southeast Alaska Power Agency engineers and technicians pose for a photo while releasing water 
from Swan Lake in late July. From left to right: Robert Siedman, Director of Engineering & Tech-
nical Services, Andy Cowen, Operator/Mechanic, Chris Barnett, Roving Relief Operator and John 
Stanley, Operator/Electrician. 
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City responding to HAA5 levels in water


