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Baylee Daugherty (left) gives a COVID-safe high five to as-
sistant principal Jenn Miller-Yancey as the fourth grader 
walks into the building for the first day of school Monday. 
Claire Rooney (above), also in fourth grade, was among the 
students who arrived shortly before 8 a.m. at Evergreen El-
ementary School for the start of classes. Schools Superin-
tendent Bill Burr reported the district started with 242 
students enrolled as of Monday, close to the budget projec-
tion of 259 and a substantial boost from last year’s pan-
demic-inflicted low of 200.

By LARRY PERSILY 
Sentinel writer 

The Alaska Marine High-
way System fall/winter sched-
ule is online and open for 
reservations, but don’t look for 
too many sailings into Wrangell 
in October and November. A 
state ferry will pull into town 
just six times over the two 
months. 

But it will be more service 
than the community received 
last year. 

The Kennicott will make 
two northbound and two 
southbound stops in Wrangell 
in October, and just two south-
bound stops — nothing north-
bound — during November. 

The Matanuska, which usu-
ally calls on Wrangell once a 

week in each direction, will be 
out of service for winter over-
haul during those two months. 
The ferry system is using the 
Kennicott to cover Southeast, 
while also serving Prince 
William Sound and Kodiak, 
cutting into its time for South-
east port calls. 

By the second week of De-
cember, the schedule shows 
Wrangell back to its usual 
Matanuska stops, northbound 
on Fridays and southbound on 
Mondays every week. 

The community will get a 
bonus December through 
April, when the Matanuska, 
one week a month, will skip its 
long run to Bellingham, Wash-
ington, going only as far south 
as Ketchikan and spending 

more time in Southeast. During 
that week each month, 
Wrangell will see the 
Matanuska twice in each direc-
tion. 

Last winter, Wrangell re-
ceived one northbound ferry 
stop in all of November 2020, 
and none in December, with 
just one southbound stop in 
January this year. 

The state last week released 
the schedule for Oct. 1 to April 
30, opening the sailings for 
reservations. 

Budget cuts that have led to 
pulling ships out of service to 
save money and maintenance 
issues with the older vessels 
have cut deeply into the ferry 
schedule in recent years. 

Reduced ferry service in October, November
By SENTINEL STAFF 

Marc Lutz started work this week as editor at the 
Wrangell Sentinel, and the Central California transplant will 
be doing more than writing stories about the community. 

“Marc is an accomplished photographer and skilled in 
page layout software, which means sometime this fall the 
Sentinel will bring back all its production in-house rather 
than contracting with the Petersburg newspaper for the de-
sign work,” said Sentinel owner and publisher Larry Persily. 

“A major objective when I bought the Sentinel in January 
was to rebuild its presence in the community, and Marc’s ar-
rival will be a big part of that,” Persily said. 

Lutz will join office manager Amber Armstrong in the 
Sentinel’s downtown storefront, with an additional reporter 
scheduled to start work by the end of September. 

“With three full-time staffers in Wrangell, the Sentinel 
should be able to provide the town the news coverage and 
advertising services it needs and deserves,” said Persily, who 
will continue to write and edit for the newspaper. 

Lutz, and his wife, Melinda, arrived in Wrangell aboard 

New editor starts work at Sentinel

Continued on page 5

By LARRY PERSILY 
Sentinel writer 

Almost 12,000 COVID-19 
cases were reported around the 
state in August, the most since 
last fall, with some schools 
starting to close to in-person 
learning in only the first week 
or two of classes. 

Alaska set a record for hos-

pitalizations on Tuesday, with 
152 COVID patients under 
care. 

Wrangell also had a record 
COVID month, with 48 new in-
fections reported in the com-
munity, more than one-third of 
all cases since the pandemic 
tally started in March 2020. 

The community is trying to 

stem the surge. “We have lots 
of people getting preventive 
testing,” Borough Manager 
Lisa Von Bargen said Monday. 
That includes residents who 
are not showing symptoms but 
are deciding to get checked 
anyway, and are going to the 
airport for the free COVID 
nose-swab tests offered twice a 

day. 
The state-funded tests, ad-

ministered by the SouthEast 
Alaska Regional Health Con-
sortium, are contracted to run 
through the end of September, 
Von Bargen said. Though the 
state has extended its airport 
testing contracts in the past. 

In addition to more people 

getting tested, “we have lots of 
businesses reaching out” for 
the free face masks and hand 
sanitizer the borough is offer-
ing, Von Bargen said. Borough 
staff will deliver. Requests can 
be emailed to 
travel@wrangell.com. 

Amid the late-summer 

Wrangell trying to stem rising COVID case count

Continued on page 12
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End-of-summer sunshine
The view from the water, pulling into Heritage Harbor on Monday, showed just how good it 
can look when the sun is out, the skies are blue, and the clouds are reflected in the water.

surge in infections, more peo-
ple are deciding it’s time to get 
vaccinated. The rate of 
Wrangell residents eligible for 
a vaccine who have received at 
least their first dose has 
climbed from 60% to 65% over 
the past two months. 

Though ahead of the 
statewide rate by a few per-
centage points, Wrangell still is 
sbehind the national rate of 
72%. 

In addition to more often 
rolling up their sleeves for vac-
cinations and tilting their head 
back for COVID tests, Wrangell 
is responding by canceling 
public events to reduce the risk 
of spreading infections. 

The borough has issued a 
public “thank you” for organi-
zations that have canceled or 
postponed events to keep the 
community safer, ranging from 
a moving sale to a chamber of 
commerce luncheon. 

“Let’s be vigilant a little bit 
longer,” Von Bargen said. 

That vigilance is particularly 
important now that classes 
have started, she said. Students 
— many of whom are too 
young to get vaccinated — will 
be going to school to spend 
time in the classroom, partici-
pating in activities and school 
sports, potentially exposing 
others to any infections they 
may pick up at home or in the 
community. 

In Ketchikan, the high 
school closed to in-person 
learning on Monday, the first 
day of full attendance in the 
district, due to COVID infec-
tions. Ketchikan Charter School 
also sent many of its students 
home Monday because of ac-
tive cases. 

All activities were canceled 
until at least Wednesday, offi-
cials said, which is the earliest 
the schools might reopen. 

In recent weeks, Ketchikan 
has broken records for new 
COVID-19 cases, active cases, 
hospitalizations and deaths in 
a surge fueled by the Delta 
variant. 

State health officials re-
ported 341 cases in August in 
the Ketchikan Gateway Bor-
ough. 

In the first two weeks of 
school, the Kenai Peninsula 
Borough School District re-
ported more than 130 students 
and staff tested positive for 
COVID-19, while 930 others 
have been identified as “close 
contacts” of cases. 

The Kenai district is one of 
several in the state that has not 
adopted a mandatory masking 
requirement in the schools. 

“We are seeing, compared 
to last year, far more positive 
cases and people needing to 
quarantine,” said Pegge Erken-
eff, spokesperson for the Kenai 
Peninsula school district. ”It’s 

completely different this 
school year than it was last 
year. And that’s because Delta 
[variant] is completely differ-
ent,” she was quoted by public 
radio station KDLL. 

The Matanuska-Susitna 
Borough School District is an-
other without mandatory face 
mask rules. The district’s Butte 
Elementary School�closed this 
week to in-person classes after 
more than 20 new cases were 
identified in that school over 
seven days. Butte students will 
attend classes remotely until at 
least next week. 

Glacier View School, also in 
the Mat-Su, switched to online 
learning this week “due to 
multiple outbreaks and com-
munity transmission,” the 
principal reported in a letter to 
parents on Monday. 

The high number of cases 
and hospitalizations are put-
ting a strain on Alaska’s health 
care providers. There were no 
intensive-care beds available in 
Anchorage on Monday. 

“We’ve hit new highs, and it 
looks like we’re not done yet,” 
Jared Kosin, president of the 
Alaska State Hospital and 
Nursing Home Association, 
told the Anchorage Daily 
News on Monday. “Make no 
mistake: This is a crisis.” 

Bartlett Regional Hospital 
in Juneau last week became the 
latest hospital in the state to 
announce it would require 
staff to be vaccinated against 
COVID. The SouthEast Alaska 
Regional Health Consortium, 
which operates the hospital in 
Wrangell, was one of the first 
in the state to require vaccina-
tion of staff, contractors and 
volunteers. 

The high caseload has cre-
ated a backlog at the state’s 
contact-tracing effort, leading 
health officials to ask people 
who test positive for COVID to 
reach out on their own to close 
contacts. The faster contacts 
can get tested, the better 
chance communities will have 
to limit the spread of any infec-
tions. 

Close contacts are encour-
aged to get tested, and to stay 
at home until they get their test 
results, said Erin Michael, state 
public health nurse for Peters-
burg and Wrangell. 

The state defines close con-
tact as someone who was 
within six feet of an infected 
person for at least 15 minutes 
over a 24-hour period — re-
gardless “whether or not you 
were wearing masks and 
whether or not they” were 
showing signs of COVID. 

Anyone with questions 
about managing their own 
contact tracing can call 907-
531-3329, Michael said. 
 

The Ketchikan Daily News 
contributed to this story. 

Call 874-2301  
to subscribe to  

By LARRY PERSILY 
Sentinel writer 

The state House has approved a Per-
manent Fund dividend of about $1,100 
this fall, but even if the Senate agrees and 
the governor signs the appropriations 
bill, it is too late to avoid a delay in send-
ing out the payment to Alaskans. 

Full approval was needed by Tuesday 
if the state were to meet its traditional 
date of issuing the annual PFD by the 
first week of October, according to a De-
partment of Revenue spokesperson, who 
added that the dividends could be is-
sued about 30 days after elected officials 
settle on the amount. 

The House passed the appropriations 
bill after lengthy and contentious debate 
Monday and Tuesday over the amount 
of this year’s dividend, with a contin-
gent of predominantly Republican law-
makers pushing for a much larger 
payment to Alaskans. 

But about half of the $1,100 is ques-
tionable. It would draw on a state ac-
count that is empty, the governor’s office 
said Tuesday, though many lawmakers 
disagree with that interpretation of a re-
cent court decision on state accounting. 
The House majority contends the money 
is available for appropriation. 

If the account is not available, the div-
idend would be about half 

If lawmakers are unable to agree on a 

House approves 
$1,100 dividend; 
Senate vote next

dividend amount acceptable to 
the governor, there will no pay-
ment this year. 

The Senate was scheduled to 
meet Wednesday, though final 
action on the spending bill was 
not certain. 

As of Tuesday, Gov. Mike 
Dunleavy had not publicly 
stated his position on an $1,100 
dividend, which would be 
about $100 higher than last year 
and just under the average of 
the past decade — but not even 
half of the $2,350 PFD he has ad-
vocated all year. 

In June, the governor vetoed 
the dividend approved by law-
makers — $525 — calling it a 
“joke.” 

Paying anything more than 
the $1,100 House number would 
require withdrawing additional 
money from the Permanent 
Fund, exceeding the annual 
limit adopted by the Legislature 
in 2018 to protect the fund from 
excessive drawdowns. 

The state has been using Per-
manent Fund earnings the past 
three years to pay for public 
services and dividends. Any ad-
ditional money directed to the 
PFD would require cuts to pub-
lic services, taking more out of 
the savings account, or new 
taxes. 

Senate Finance Committee 
Co-chair Bert Stedman said 
many of his constituents “don’t 
want to pay taxes to have a big 
dividend.” 

The Sitka lawmaker, in his 
18th year in the Senate, said, 
“They want the biggest divi-
dend they can get without 
taxes. That’s the tradeoff we’re 
trying to, I guess, rectify.” 

Top members of the Senate 
Finance Committee strongly 
oppose drawing more money 
out of the Permanent Fund to 
pay larger dividends. 

Rep. Ben Carpenter, in his 
second term from Nikiski, said 
the amount of this year’s check 
can’t be lawmakers’ sole focus. 

“We need to remain focused 
on achieving structural change 
that will stabilize the dividend 
and the state’s finances and not 
make everything just about the 
dividend because then people 
don’t focus on solving the prob-
lem,” he said. 

Carpenter, however, voted 
Monday night to pay a $3,800 
dividend this year, based on a 
40-year-old formula the Legis-
lature has not followed in the 
past five years because handing 
out that much money would 
have meant large cuts to public 
services or withdrawing bil-
lions more from the Permanent 
Fund. The $3,800 amendment 
failed 19-21. 

Though legislators have 
talked about adjusting the 1982 
dividend formula, and have 
considered new taxes to bolster 
the state’s finances, such as a 
state sales tax and an increase 
to oil production taxes, nothing 
has gathered enough support to 
win passage. 

Andrew Halcro, a former 
Anchorage House member, 
said residents have a right to be 
angry about the delay in this 
year’s dividend, but the issue 
goes beyond checks. 

“While we are all focused on 
how much we are going to pay 
Alaskans forever … the econ-
omy and the entire structure of 
Alaska is crumbling before our 

eyes,” he said. 
Estimates show Alaska has 

lost population since 2016, the 
state’s maintenance backlog of 
public facilities is around $2 bil-
lion, and the oil and gas sector 
last year hit its lowest job num-
bers in decades. 

Glenn Cravez, of Anchorage, 
wrote to legislators that he’s a 
longtime resident of Alaska, 
which has no state sales or in-
come tax, and that “it’s won-
derful to not pay those taxes 
AND receive a PFD check each 
year. But as adults, we know 
that money does not grow on 
trees, and that the free ride is 
over.” 

House majority members — 
mostly Democrats — debated 
at length with minority Repub-
licans over the size of the divi-
dend, taxes and the state’s 
long-term fiscal future. Alaska 
has used savings to cover rev-
enue shortfalls more than half 
of the past 30 years. Most of 
those savings are now gone, ex-
cept for the $81 billion Perma-
nent Fund. 

In the closing hours of Mon-
day’s debate in the House, 
which was characterized as 
“bickering” by one observer, 
House Speaker Louise Stutes, 
of Kodiak, asked: “Is this all 
we’re going to do? Look for 
things to pick on each other? 
And you wonder why noth-
ing’s getting done. Good grief!” 

The Legislature has been in 
special session for more than 
two weeks. The session will ex-
pire Sept. 14, unless lawmakers 
or the governor extend it. 

 
The Associated Press con-

tributed to this report. 
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Sept. 1, 1921 
The Zillah May sank off 

Strait Island on the evening of 
March 31. It was towed into 
port Monday night and is lying 
in the harbor, awaiting further 
attention from the local men 
who undertook to raise her. It 
will not be decided definitely 
what will be done with her 
until an examination reveals 
just what shape she is in.  
The men who were 
instrumental in raising her 
were Chas. Benjamin, Heinie 
Heinbockel and Charlie  
Lynch. They had been at work 
at the scene of the wreck for 
several weeks and had a  
diver from Juneau assisting 
them at first. The Zillah May, 
held afloat by logs and air 
drums, her masts above water, 
was towed in by the  
Sunland. She required a depth 
of 20 feet of water. Except for 
delays caused by the tide, the 
journey was continuous night 
and day.  

 

Aug. 30, 1946 
Although seine and trap 

catches continue to be 
extremely poor throughout the 
district, Fisheries Management 
Agent Howard Baltzo today 
said things do not look at  
all bad in the troll and river 
gillnet fisheries. He said  
king salmon are continuing to 
be caught in good numbers at 
many of the trolling  
grounds. Coho trolling at Cape 
Pole has been good since last 
week, and the fishing that 
Point Baker has enjoyed 
through most of this month 
really became “hot” on 
Wednesday as the outside fish 
moved in, he said. Baltzo 
reported that the first heavy 
coho run of the season hit the 
Stikine River on Tuesday, with 
the gillnetters catching 35,000 
pounds that day and 55,000 the 
next. Indications for a 
successful coho season are 
good, Baltzo concluded. 

 
Sept. 3, 1971 
Wrangell entered the fifth 

month of the 1971 tour ship 
season this week. The Greek 
ship Orepheus and the 
Canadian ships Prince George 
and Princess Patricia have 
made 45 stops at the Wrangell 
Wharf during the season so far 
and nearly 10,000 tourists saw 
the town. Wrangell’s famous 
welcoming band upheld its 
record and met each ship. The 
band even boarded a barge on 
June 25 to travel out into 
Zimovia Strait and serenade 
hundreds of passengers 
aboard the British tour ship 
Arcadia, which sailed past the 
town but did not stop. 
Meanwhile, the band members 
are taking stock of funds they 
have collected from 

appreciative tourists this year 
to see if there is enough to take 
them on a trip to Hawaii for 
their traditional holiday after 
their summer of performances. 

 
Sept. 5, 1996 
Ever since the city council 

chamber got its blue, 
upholstered chairs this spring, 
sitting through two- and three-
hour meetings has become a 
lot more comfortable. Where 
did the chairs come from, and 
why weren’t they put here 
sooner? For being mere 
furniture, the chairs are 
remarkably well traveled. Yes, 
they used to belong to a movie 
theater — the 49th Star 
Theater, operated by Dick 
Ballard from 1958 to the early 
1970s. Ballard started his 
theater in the old high school 
gym, leasing the building from 
the city. To outfit his new 
theater, he bought some used 
equipment from the Green 
Lake Theater in Seattle. In 
1962, Ballard purchased a 
building on Front Street. When 
he moved his theater to the 
new location, he donated the 
wooden theater seats to the 
Baptist Church. Recently, 
church members remodeled 
their building and called the 
Wrangell Museum about 
taking the theater chairs.  
With little storage space 
available, Bob Caldwell was 
given the chore of finding a 
place to put them. The 
suggestion to substitute them 
for the folding metal chairs in 
council chambers won 
approval from the mayor and 
other council members, and 
seems to have found favor 
with audience members, as 
well.  Now, if there was only 
some popcorn. 

 

The Way We Were  
In the Sentinel 100, 75, 50 and 25 years ago.

 

          TIDES

All times listed are scheduled departure times. 
Call the terminal at 874-2021 for information 

or call 874-3711 or 800-642-0066 for recorded information. 

Senior Center Menu 
Open for in-person dining.  
Must be fully vaccinated.

Ferry Schedule

 

     High Tides                Low Tides
             AM         PM                   AM                 PM
            Time     Ft      Time      Ft      Time     Ft     Time    Ft

Sept. 2     11:05     11.9    10:43    14.1    04:25    2.5    04:23    6.0 
Sept. 3     11:52     13.0    11:33    15.1    05:21    1.3    05:23    5.0  
Sept. 4      . . .         . . .     12:32    14.2    06:04    0.2    06:08    3.7  
Sept. 5     00:17     16.1    01:07    15.2    06:40   -0.8    06:46    2.5 
Sept. 6     00:57     16.9    01:39    16.1    07:13   -1.5    07:22    1.4  
Sept. 7     01:35     17.4    02:11    16.8    07:45   -1.7    07:58    0.4 
Sept. 8     02:13     17.5    02:42    17.3    08:18   -1.7    08:35   -0.4 

Daylight         
Hours
Date    Sunrise  Sunset    Hours 
Sept. 2  5:55a       7:40p      13:45h 
Sept. 3  5:57a       7:38p      13:40h 
Sept. 4  5:59a       7:35p      13:35h 
Sept. 5  6:01a       7:32p      13:31h 
Sept. 6  6:03a       7:30p      13:26h 
Sept. 7  6:05a       7:27p      13:21h 
Sept. 8  6:07a       7:24p      13:17h

September 2-September 8

The Sentinel extends its best wishes to the following people 
listed on the Wrangell Chamber of Commerce Community 
Scholarship Birthday Calendar. 

 
Thursday, Sept. 2: Clara Haley, Laura Holder, Ryan 

Jabusch, Kameron Stough. 
Friday, Sept. 3: Janice Churchill, Shailyn M. Nelson, 

Colby Danielle Nore, Tasha Peterman. 
Saturday, Sept. 4: Rynda Hayes, Kenny Speers; 

Anniversary: Glenn and Rebecca Smith. 
Sunday, Sept. 5: Sandra Byrd, Helen Keller, Devan 

Massin, Randy Oliver, Jason Rooney, Luke Steele; 
Anniversary: Matt and Margo Walker-Scott. 

Monday, Sept. 6: Phil Carey, Luke Feuerhelm, A. Dan 
Nore, Casey Shilts; Anniversary: Jeremy and Brandy Grina. 

Tuesday, Sept. 7: Chris Versteeg, Clara Waddington, 
Mathias Wiedersphon; Anniversary: Colin and Erin 
Anderson. 

Wednesday, Sept. 8: Leroy Travers, Maxi Wiederspohn, 
Peggy Wilson. 

Thursday, Sept. 9: Josh Blatchley, Jasmine Clyburn, Mario 
Marie Ellsworth, Hope Miller, Andrew Scambler, Jody 
Waddington.

Birthdays & Anniversaries

WRANGELL PARKS AND REC is seeking volunteer coaches to help ensure youth athletes have 
a fun season of skills and drills, scrimmages and games. The season runs mid-September through 
early November for kindergarten through fifth grades. Volunteers must pass a background check, 
commit to 2.5 hours weeknights per week — and it’s important to have a general knowledge of 
the sport. Call 874-2444. 
 
NOLAN CENTER THEATER  presents “Free Guy,” rated PG-13,  at 7 p.m. Friday, Saturday and 
Sunday. Tickets are $7 for adults, $5 for children under age 12, for the action, comedy, and sci-fi 
film that runs one hour and 55 minutes. Children under 12 must be accompanied by an adult.  
 
BRAVE has postponed its fourth annual Family Resilience Fair to Oct. 16 at the Nolan Center. (It 
had been planned for Sept. 11, but will be delayed due to COVID safety concerns.) Come learn 
how your community can help your family. Contact: BRAVE.Wrangell@gmail.com or 907-204-
0530.  
 
Want more attendance at your meeting or event? Send information for Roundup to wrgsent@gmail.com or 

call 874-2301. Or go to the Sentinel website, click on the Calendar tab, and submit your entry online. 
 
 
  
PARKS and RECREATION www.wrangellrec.com 
Open swim is open by appointment, at reduced capacity. Locker rooms are available. 

Arthritis class, 8:30 - 9:30 a.m., Monday, Wednesday, Friday 
Lap swim, 6 - 7:30 a.m. Monday, Wednesday, Friday 
Lap/tot swim, 11:30 a.m. - 1 p.m., weekdays, 5:15 - 6:15 p.m. Tuesday, Thursday,  and 11 a.m. to 
12:30 p.m. Saturday 
Open swim, 5:30 - 7 p.m. Monday and Wednesday;  6:30 - 8 p.m. Friday; 1 - 2 p.m. Saturday 
Water aerobics class, 10 - 11 a.m. Monday, Wednesday, Friday 

 
Weight room available by appointment and at reduced capacity: 

6 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. and 3:30 - 7:30 p.m. Monday through Thursday; 6 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. and 3:30 - 
8:30 p.m. Friday; 10 a.m. - 2:30 p.m. Saturday 

 
AA Meetings: North Star Group meets from 7 to 8 p.m. Tuesdays and Fridays, St. Philip’s 
Episcopal Church

Wrangell Roundup:  
Special Events

Friday, Sept. 3 
Baked fish, steamed greens,  
calico corn salad, noodles 

Monday, Sept. 6 
Closed for Labor Day 

Tuesday, Sept. 7 
Sweet and sour spareribs, green beans,  

salad, rice 
Wednesday, Sept. 8 

Baked chicken, broccoli, carrot pineapple salad,  
au gratin potatoes 
Thursday, Sept. 9 

Roast beef with gravy, spinach, fruit slaw,  
mashed potatoes 

Please call the senior center at 874-2066 by 2 p.m.  
the day prior to reserve a seat at lunch at  

the center or to request delivery. 
The senior van also is available to transport seniors  

to medical appointments,  
reasonable errands such as collecting mail,  

getting prescriptions or other essential items.

Northbound Southbound 
Friday, Sept. 3                          Monday, Sept. 6 
Matanuska, 4:45 p.m.              Matanuska, 6:30 a.m. 
Friday, Sept. 10                        Monday, Sept. 13 
Matanuska, 4:15 p.m.              Matanuska, 6:30 a.m. 
Friday, Sept. 17                        Monday, Sept. 20 
Matanuska, 4:45 p.m.               Matanuska, 6:30 a.m. 
Friday, Sept. 24 Monday, Sept. 27 
Matanuska, 3:45 p.m. Matanuska, 7 a.m. 
Monday, Oct. 4 Wednesday, Oct. 13 
Kennicott, noon Kennicott, 9:30 p.m. 

Continuing Events

Alaska’s 2021 salmon harvest 
has blown past the forecast and 
by last Friday had topped 201 
million fish, well above the 190 
million projected at the start of 
the season. 

The catch was bolstered by a 
surge of pink salmon to the three 
top-producing regions: Prince 
William Sound, Southeast and 
Kodiak, combined with strong 
landings of sockeyes. 

“Pink salmon runs are over 
95% complete, based on average 
run timing. Effort drops off 
quickly this late in the season, so 
it is difficult to predict where that 
harvest will end up,” said Forrest 
Bowers, deputy director of the 
Commercial Fisheries Division at 
the Alaska Department of Fish 
and Game. 

“My guess is up to another 
half million late-run sockeye 
salmon and perhaps 10 million 
pink salmon will be harvested. If 
that occurs, we will end up with 
around 143 million pink salmon, 
54 million sockeye, and 207 mil-
lion total salmon harvested.” 

Bowers said 2021 could end 
up being the sixth-largest sock-
eye and sixth- or seventh-largest 
pink salmon harvest on record. 

Pinks are the bread-and-but-
ter catch for Alaska salmon fish-
ermen. At Prince William Sound, 
which had a catch forecast of 
about 25 million pinks, nearly 62 
million had crossed the docks. 

“Wild stocks are returning 
stronger than anticipated (to 
PWS) given the uncertainty 
about spawning success from the 
2019 parent year which was neg-
atively impacted by drought 
conditions,” said the weekly 
ADF&G in-season summary. 

Southeast Alaska pink land-
ings had topped 40 million on a 
forecast of 28 million fish. At Ko-
diak, the pink harvest was on 
target to reach 22 million. The 
Alaska Peninsula also has had a 
strong catch nearing 11 million 
humpies. 

The bigger catches combined 

with increased prices for all 
salmon will mean a nice payday 
for Alaska fishermen, well above 
the $295 million from the 2020 
season. 

Base prices for pinks were av-
eraging 35 cents a pound, up a 
nickel from last year when the 
catch totaled about $62 million. 

Sockeye base prices, which 
last year averaged just 76 cents a 
point, were at $1.25 to fishermen 
at Bristol Bay, making that catch 
worth $231 million to fishermen. 
The value will increase substan-
tially as bonuses and other prices 
adjustments are added in. 

Base prices for sockeyes at 
Kodiak were reported at $1.45 to 
$1.50 and $1.75 at Southeast. 

For the other salmon species, 
chum catches had picked up and 
were nearing nine million on a 
forecast calling for 15.3 million. 
At Kodiak the base price for 
chums had doubled to 50 cents a 
pound, and nearly doubled to 85 
cents in at Southeast. 

Coho catches typically near 
their peak around this time and 
a statewide catch of 3.8 million is 
predicted. For Chinook salmon, 
the catch had topped 204,000 out 
of a projected 296,000 kings. 

The Southeast fleet of 713 
trollers was averaging $6.68 per 
pound for Chinook, compared to 
$5.07 last year. Troll-caught 
cohos were fetching a whopping 
$2.84 per pound, and $1.03 for 
chums, according to the state.  

 
Cod catch shares 

Fishery managers are set to 
implement a catch-share pro-
gram for cod trawlers in the 
Bering Sea. Shares would be di-
vided up based on harvest his-
tory over certain years. 

The goal is to make the fish-
ery safer and more valuable, and 
to end the race for cod that re-
sults in high bycatch levels of un-
wanted species. 

The measure has the support 
of the Seattle-based trade group 
United Catcher Boats that repre-

sents over 70 trawlers, and the 
Pacific Seafood Processors Asso-
ciation that includes eight shore-
side processing companies. 

A low of 29 trawl boats and a 
high of 69 fished for Bering Sea 
cod each year from 2004 to 2020, 
according to a report by the 
North Pacific Fishery Manage-
ment Council that oversees 
Alaska fisheries from three to 200 
miles offshore. 

Documents will be posted to 
the NPFMC website and public 
comments will be accepted Sept. 
17-29. A final decision will be 
made at the management council 
meeting Oct. 10-15 in Anchorage. 

 
Fukushima water release 
Tokyo Electric Power Co. 

(TEPCO) plans to meet with fish-
ing communities before finaliz-
ing its plans to release 250 
million gallons of treated but still 
radioactive water into the Pacific 
Ocean within two years. The 
water has been stored in massive 
tanks at TEPCO’s Fukushima 
nuclear plant that was badly 
damaged by an earthquake in 
2011. 

The water, which was con-
taminated by melted uranium 
fuel from damaged reactors and 
is stored in huge holding tanks, 
is enough to fill 500 Olympic-
sized swimming pools. TEPCO 
said it costs about 100 billion yen 
($910 million) to treat and store 
the water, and “space is running 
out so it needs to release it to the 
ocean.” 

The company plans to dilute 
the water more than 100 times 
with seawater to ensure it is 
within regulatory limits on radi-
ation before pumping it through 
a tunnel under the seabed to a 
discharge point less than one 
mile offshore. 

The Japanese government in 
April called it “the most practical 
solution” and said “it will do its 
utmost to provide compensation 
to fishermen for any damages.” 

Alaska salmon catch exceeds pre-season forecast

Alaska Fish Factor By LAINE�WELCH Fisheries columnist

ANCHORAGE (AP) - The 
Alaska Federation of Natives has 
postponed its annual convention 
because of a rise in COVID-19 
cases in the state, the organiza-
tion said. 

The convention has tradition-
ally been the largest gathering of 
Alaska Natives in the state. It 
had been scheduled for Oct. 21-
23 but is now delayed until mid-
December in Anchorage, the 
organization said in a statement 
Aug. 24. 

The federation’s board of di-
rectors cited a rise in COVID-19 
cases and hospitalizations 
statewide and the increasing 
pressure placed on Alaska’s lim-
ited health care system. 

Organizers said they will con-
tinue planning for an in-person 
convention at the Dena’ina Con-
vention Center in downtown 
Anchorage with a virtual option. 
However, the statement said the 
board will make a decision by 
mid-October on whether to 
maintain the in-person part. 

“The high-risk factors of hold-
ing a 5,000-person indoor meet-
ing, with delegates coming in 
from across Alaska, make an in-
person October gathering out of 
the question,” Alaska Federation 

of Natives President Julie Kitka 
said in the statement. 

She said the economic impact 
of the pandemic on businesses 
and individuals continues to be 
felt. And when events like the 
federation’s annual convention 
are turned virtual, there are neg-
ative economic impacts for 
everyone, including the host city. 

“We are working to avoid that 
if we can, though our top priority 
remains the health and safety of 
our delegates and other partici-
pants,” Kitka said. 

One notable celebration this 
year will be the observation of 
the 50th anniversary of the 
Alaska Native Claims Settlement 
Act. 

The act was the largest land 
settlement in the nation’s history 
when President Richard Nixon 
signed it into law Dec. 18, 1971, 
and settled Indigenous land 
claims in Alaska. 

“Postponing until December 
provides us an opportunity to 
gather in person on the 50th an-
niversary of ANCSA, but it all 
hinges on everyone’s willingness 
and ability to get vaccinated,” 
said Sealaska chairman and 
Alaska Federation of Natives co-
chair Joe Nelson. 

AFN postpones annual 
convention due to COVID

ANCHORAGE (AP) - Pilots 
reported low clouds the morning 
a sightseeing plane crashed near 
Ketchikan, killing all six people 
on board, according to a federal 
report released Aug. 25. 

The National Transportation 
Safety Board released the prelim-
inary report into the Aug. 5 crash 
of a plane that was carrying five 
tourists off a cruise ship and the 
pilot. The report did not include 
details such as a probable cause, 
which are typically released 

much later. 
The floatplane hit heavily 

wooded, mountainous terrain as 
the plane was returning to the 
Ketchikan harbor from a trip to 
Misty Fjords National Monu-
ment, the report said. 

The accident site was 18 miles 
northeast of Ketchikan. 

The plane initially hit a tree 
about 435 feet from the site 
where the main wreckage was 
found. The de Havilland Beaver 
was owned by Southeast Avia-
tion. 

The report said other pilots 
who were conducting passenger 
flights that morning said there 
were low clouds in the valley 
where the accident occurred. 

Pilots who assisted in the 
search for the plane said the 
weather was overcast, and the 
mountain tops were obscured. 

The clouds were as low as 600 
feet to 800 feet in some places, in-
cluding the valley where the ac-
cident occurred, the report said. 

Initial report cites low clouds 
in area of flightseeing crash

SITKA (AP) - The Sitka city as-
sembly has authorized a 20-year 
lease of land to a Native corpora-
tion for a “cultural and recreation 
attraction” for visitors, particu-
larly cruise ship visitors docking 
at the nearby Sitka Sound Cruise 
Terminal. 

The assembly, voting 5-2, ap-
proved leasing 17 acres to Shee 
Atiká, which plans to work with 
another company, Adventure 
Sitka, to develop the land with at-
tractions such as zip lines, nature 
trails, a salmon bake and a canoe 
launch. 

The land is between the ferry 
terminal and the cruise terminal. 
Chris McGraw, who owns the 
terminal and manages Adven-
ture Sitka, said development of 

the property will be an important 
part of handling an expected in-
crease in cruise passengers to the 
community. 

“The key to over-tourism is 
good distribution of guests,” Mc-
Graw said at the Aug. 24 assem-
bly meeting. 

Karl Potts, CEO of Shee Atiká, 
said the lease would generate 
$300,000 and $400,000 a year for 
the city. 

The development will pay 
Sitka an annual $60,000 lease fee, 
plus $4 per visitor. The rates will 
increase over the term of the 
lease. 

Adventure Sitka and Shee 
Atiká were the only bidders to a 
city request for proposals to buy 
or lease the property. 

Sitka leases land for cruise 
ship ‘recreation attraction’
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By SENTINEL STAFF 
Amid the recent surge in 

COVID-19 cases in town, 
Wrangell schools opened for 
classes on Monday with sev-
eral measures in place to help 
protect students, staff and the 
community from further 
spread of the virus. 

Those measures include 
face masks, sanitation clean-
ing, improved ventilation, dis-
tancing between students 
whenever possible, and poli-
cies for students and staff who 
travel out of town. 

“It had been our hope that 
we would have been able to 
start the year with less restric-
tions, but the current COVID-
19 variants (Delta especially, 
which is 97% of the positive 
cases in Alaska at this time) 
have expanded our level of 
caution in Wrangell to a 

greater level than we once be-
lieved would have been 
needed,” Schools Superintend-
ent Bill Burr wrote in a letter to 
the community last month. 

“This variant has been 
shown to spread easier and be-
tween all groups regardless of 
age or vaccination.” 

The district took last year’s 
COVID-19 mitigation plan, 
“condensed the information 
into a slimmer and more 
clearly stated ‘Start Strong’ 
plan,” Burr wrote. 

That includes: 
• Face masks for all stu-

dents, staff and guests when in 
school buildings. “During out-
door school activities, masks 
are required if unable to social 
distance.” 

• Hand sanitizer will be 
available in classrooms, and 
electrostatic sprayers to kill the 
virus will be used daily. 

• Improved ventilation and 
air filters, with additional air 
purifiers in some locations. 

• Students will be grouped 
in class at tables and desks at 
least 3-feet apart whenever 
possible. 

• Last year’s one-way hall-
way traffic will return to regu-
lar hallway use, “but staff and 
students are still encouraged 
to social distance, and lockers 
will be allotted upon request.” 

• Lunch will return to its 
regular schedule, including a 
single lunch period at the mid-
dle and high schools. Seating 
in the lunch areas will be set 
up for social distancing. 

• Vaccinated students and 

staff returning from travel 
should test on their return 
Wrangell, but then may return 
to school while waiting for 
their test results and should 
follow social-distancing poli-
cies. 

• Unvaccinated students 
and staff should test upon 
their return to town and quar-
antine. They should take a sec-
ond test at five days after their 
return, and if that comes back 
negative they may return to 
school if they are not showing 
any symptoms of COVID. In 
lieu of a second test, they may 
return to school after 10 days 
in quarantine, as long as they 
are not showing any symp-
toms. 

Many school districts in 
Alaska have retained their re-
quired face mask policies from 
last year, though not three of 
the largest: Masking is not re-
quired in the Matanuska-
Susitna Borough, Kenai 
Peninsula Borough and Fair-
banks North Star Borough. 

After an outbreak of cases 
last week at Butte Elementary 
School, the Mat-Su School Dis-
trict closed Butte to students 
and switched to 100% remote 
learning, at least for this week. 

The district reported 153 
cases in the first eight days of 
classes at all its facilities. 

The Nanwalek School near 
Homer on the Kenai Peninsula 
went to 100% remote learning 
last week, but was scheduled 
to reopen its classrooms this 
week. 

MOVING SALE 
Saturday from 1 p.m. to 3 p.m., 

932 Ash St. If you show up 
early, all prices double. 

HELP WANTED 
Wrangell Head Start is hiring for 
a classroom cook. For more 
information call 874-2455. 
 

FOR SALE 
19-foot Glasply, 225 Merc EFI, 
trailer, downriggers, hydraulic 
steering, extras, $8,500. Call 907-
660-7400. 
 

FOR SALE 
Remote property, Thoms Place 
subdivision, South Wrangell 
Island. 1.88 acres, waterfront. 
Call 907-321-3240. 
 

FOR SALE 
17-½ foot Lund, 115-hp Mercury 
outboard and easy-loader trailer  
$3,500. Call 907-518-1417. 
 

FREE 
Recycled newspapers. Stop by 
the Sentinel to pick some up. 
 

FREE ADS 
Do you have something to sell? 
Having a garage sale? Looking to 
buy something? Classified ads 
for individuals and community 
groups are free in the Sentinel. 
Contact Amber at 874-2301 or 
email wrgsent@gmail.com. 
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CLASSIFIED/LEGALS

Corrections 
The Sentinel incorrectly 

reported Aug. 26 that the 
borough assembly had 
voted unanimously to reject 
a face mask mandate to help 
stem the spread of COVID-
19 infections. The vote was 
6-1. Assemblymember Ryan 
Howe voted yes. 

—- 
The Sentinel incorrectly 

reported Aug. 26 that the 
first day of classes at 
Wrangell schools would be 
Tuesday, Aug. 31. It was 
Monday. 

Schools start with similar 
COVID plan as last year 

Wrangell’s newest teacher, Ann Hilburn.

Newest faculty will teach special  
education, American Sign Language

By LARRY PERSILY 
Sentinel writer 

Ann Hilburn and her husband had driven from Mississippi 
to Bellingham, Washington, to catch the ferry for her new job at 
Wrangell Public Schools. They made the 2,700-mile drive in four 
days. “It was long days,” she said. 

“The day we pulled off the ferry with our U-Haul and our 
pickup truck,” the schools superintendent, principal and special 
education coordinator had planned to meet the couple at the 
terminal. But the ferry was early, and the welcoming committee 
missed the rendezvous. 

“They had come to help us 
unload,” Hilburn said of the 
group, which changed direc-
tion and headed right over to 
the apartment and went to 
work unloading. 

“That speaks volumes of 
the community,” Hilburn 
said at the high school last 
week as she was getting 
ready for the start of classes. 

Hilburn — Wrangell’s only new teacher this year — is the 
special education teacher for the high school and middle school, 
and also will teach American Sign Language. 

“It’s no harder than learning any other foreign language,” 
she said, noting that 11 or 12 high school students had signed 
up for the class as of last week. 

That doesn’t mean it’s easy. “If any are taking it because it’s 
a soft class, they will be sorely disappointed,” she said. 

Her first college degree was in education of the deaf, which 
she earned at Southern Mississippi University. She has taught 
hearing-impaired students for years. 

Hilburn later earned a master’s degree in education admin-
istration at a university in Illinois. 

She has taught in Mississippi, Texas and Idaho, in addition 
to three different jobs in Alaska: The Lower Yukon School Dis-
trict; then Gustavus, where she also served as principal; and An-
goon, where she was superintendent. 

Back in Mississippi, she took a year off and was planning to 
retire when the Wrangell School District saw her profile online 
and called. “They talked me into it,” she said, smiling with the 
eagerness of starting a new school year. 

Wrangell is by far the largest town in Alaska she has worked 
in, adding that she and her husband enjoy hiking and already 
have been on the Mt. Dewey, petroglyphs and nature trails, with 
Rainbow Falls next on their agenda — plus they got in some 
berry picking — in just the first few weeks in town. 

As the high school and middle school special ed teacher, 
Hilburn will work with students who need extra help in school 
and with life skills, she explained. She will work with the dis-
trict’s special education coordinator, Ryan Howe. 

Of the 16 high school and middle school students in the spe-
cial education program, five need one-on-one help, Hilburn 
said. She has four assistants, with two more positions unfilled. 
Experience is helpful, but not required. The district will provide 
training, she said. 

“I could not do this job without assistants,” Hilburn said. 
“Two more would make a tremendous difference.” 

Wrangell is not alone with empty jobs. There is a nationwide 
shortage of special ed assistants, she said. 

Call the 
Sentinel 

at  907 874 2301
“It’s no harder 

than learning any 
other foreign  
language” 

- Ann Hilburn, 
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Monday, Aug. 23 
Inmate booking. 
Welfare check. 
Traffic stop. 
 
Tuesday, Aug. 24 
Agency assist: Ambulance. 
Agency assist: Ambulance. 
 
Wednesday, Aug. 25 
Agency assist: Fire alarm. 
Found property. 
Driving complaint. 
Vehicle unlock. 
Assault IV/domestic violence: 
Arrested for assault 
IV/domestic violence, 
interfering with a report of 
domestic violence and 
probation violation. 
 
Thursday, Aug. 26 
Reckless driving: Citation 
issued for excessive 
acceleration. 
 
Friday, Aug. 27 
Traffic stop. 
Fire. 
Parking violation. 
Dog at large. 
 
Saturday, Aug. 28 
Agency assist: Ambulance. 
Dispute. 
Agency assist: Ambulance. 
 
Sunday, Aug. 29 
Agency assist: EMTs. 
Agency assist: Papers served.  
 
During this reporting period 
there were eight subpoenas 
served and four agency assists 
with the Hoonah Police 
Department. 

By FREDERICK OLSEN JR.  
(K’YUUHLGÁANSII) 

Sometimes a pause in the 
hustle is necessary. 

Our transboundary water-
sheds, the Taku, Stikine and 
Unuk rivers that flow from 
Northwest British Columbia 
into Southeast Alaska, face an 
onslaught of too many indus-
trial mining projects proposed 
for locations too close together 
to each other in far too sensitive 
areas. 

Those projects, and the way 
they are being approved with-
out the consent or input of 
many of those who could be 
impacted, including tribes and 
Southeast Alaskans, give many 
reasons for a pause in business 
as usual. 

After the infamous Mount 
Polley disaster of 2014, the 
British Columbia auditor gen-
eral’s report said “business as 
usual” should not continue if 
the province is to prevent such 
contamination-laden disasters 
in the future. 

Of course, business as usual 
does continue. Right now, in 

the Stikine River watershed, 
the Red Chris mine tailings 
storage facility features an 
earthen dam over half as tall as 
Seattle’s Space Needle. The 
dam needs to remain stable for 
a minimum of 250 years in 
order to keep the lake of poison 
it contains “safely managed.” 

The Kerr-Sulphurets-
Mitchell project would have 
two such lakes with each dam 
standing over 100 feet taller 
than the Space Needle. 

In 2019, British Columbia 
passed the Declaration on the 

Rights of Indigenous Peoples 
Act in order to have the United 
Nations Declaration on the 
Rights of Indigenous Peoples 
implemented throughout the 
province. In order to comply, 
B.C. must work with down-
stream Indigenous tribal gov-
ernments in Alaska on many 
transboundary issues. 

The memorandum of under-
standing signed in 2015 and the 
statement of cooperation in 
2016 by Alaska and British Co-
lumbia acknowledges the im-
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR 

This August marked the sev-
enth anniversary of the Mount 
Polley mine disaster. Mount Pol-
ley, located in British Columbia, 
is a large open-pit mine and its 
tailings dam collapsed, bringing 
significant negative impacts on 
the Quesnel Lake and Frasier 
River ecosystems, as well as local 
communities and cultures. 

Since that time, no significant 
regulatory or legal changes have 
been made in British Columbia 
to address the risks of large-scale 
mines. 

Although we do not have ju-
risdiction in B.C., we are im-
pacted by their mining policies 
and their current lack of suffi-
cient oversight of their mining 
industry. Currently, there are 26 
mines proposed, abandoned or 
operating in the headwaters of 
our shared rivers, some of which 
are owned by the same company 
that owns Mount Polley. 

Alaskans receive no direct fi-
nancial benefits  from the B.C. 
mining industry, but we do carry 
the risk of serious damage to the 
ecosystems in our rivers.  

The fishing industry is vital to 
Southeast Alaska, and we don’t 
have the luxury of taking on ad-
ditional risks. 

We are currently suffering 
from low fishing returns. The 
Unuk has already been deemed 
a stock of concern, and the Taku 
and Stikine are on the same path. 

The fishing and mariculture 
industries produce $5.6 billion in 
economic output to Alaska’s 
economy and employ almost 
60,000 workers each year. In ad-
dition to economic benefits, fish-
ing and mariculture bring 
countless other benefits to our 
communities. We need to protect 
our fishing industry. 

As an Alaska lawmaker, I 
have fought hard to bring this 
issue to the forefront. Earlier this 
year, myself and multiple other 
legislators wrote a letter to B.C. 
Premier Horgan expressing our 
concerns and requesting better 
systems in the province. We 
specifically requested binding 
international agreements, water 
and wildlife monitoring, and 
reclamation bonds. 

We have not yet heard back 
from Premier Horgan, but are 
hopeful that B.C. will open more 
lines of communication in the fu-
ture. 

Rep. Dan Ortiz 
Representing Ketchikan  

and Wrangell

FROM THE PUBLISHER
Sentinel will start paying for its mistakes

By LARRY PERSILY 
Publisher 

Life teaches us there is a price for making mis-
takes. Or least the important ones. There is no 
penalty for picking up the wrong flavor of ice 
cream at the store, other than you have to eat the 
entire half-gallon before you can go back and get 
the correct flavor. 

Actually, that sounds like a prize, not a penalty.  
I’m talking the kinds of mistakes that a lot of 

people notice or that lead to other problems. Just 
like a football team gets penalized valuable yardage 
for their blunders on the field, and the same as bank 
customers pay a fee when they mess up and 
bounce a check, so too will the Sentinel pay the con-
sequences of its mistakes. 

No, not by marking off an extra 15 yards to the 
coffee stand. More like the bounced-check fee. 

Besides for the remorse and embarrassment of 
making a mistake for hundreds of readers to see, 
the Sentinel will assess itself a penalty fee. Such as 
if we misspell name or, as we did last week, get an 
assembly vote count wrong and report that school 
opened Tuesday, when it was Monday. 

Starting immediately, every time the Sentinel 
makes a factual mistake, we will donate $50 to the 
charity of choice of the person or organization sub-
jected to our error. 

The rules are fairly minimal: The $50 can go only 
to nonprofits and community groups; not political 
causes. I’m OK paying for my mistakes, but I am 

not going to compound the error by writing a check 
to a political group. 

The penalty will be paid for errors of substance, 
such as misspelled or the wrong names, facts that 
are important in the story, anything that would 
mislead or misinform readers. Grammar errors are 
ineligible for the fee. At 70, I am still leaning the dif-
ference between affect and effect, and have not yet 
mastered the finer points of participles and modi-
fiers. 

The limit is one fee per error, even if we misspell 
a name for a family of 12 people. Sorry, but my em-
barrassment is worth only so much. 

I may adopt some other rules as this moves 
along, but I promise to get them right. Nothing 
wrongheaded.  

If you are the subject of an error, or if you are a 
better editor that week than me, you need to call it 
in within the week the paper is out. Besides for 
writing the check, we would want to print a correc-
tion in the next issue of the Sentinel. If we wait too 
long, readers may forget what it is that we are cor-
recting. 

Part of me hopes not to write any $50 checks this 
year, or any year. Mistakes weaken the credibility 
of a newspaper. And after Facebook took away 
many of our readers and advertisers, we can’t af-
ford to lose any more. 

But part of me hopes that we have a few not-too-
harmful mistakes, maybe even some funny ones. 
I’d be happy to write those checks.

EDITORIAL
This is a bad time 

to play doctor
Discussions and medical decisions about the prevention and 

treatment of COVID-19 should be based on facts, not scientifi-
cally untested and unproven rumors spread on social media. 
And certainly not on irresponsible health care advice prescribed 
by an elected official who seems to think a drug that kills worms 
in horses and cows might also destroy the coronavirus in peo-
ple. 

A polite person might say “horse feathers” to such medical 
guidance from an unlicensed politician. A not-so-nice person 
might call the Kenai Peninsula Borough mayor a horse’s rear 
end for mixing veterinary deworming with a human pandemic 
that has killed more than 430 people in Alaska, over 637,000 na-
tionwide, and about 4.5 million worldwide. 

Mayor Charlie Pierce has publicly backed ivermectin, an 
anti-parasitic deworming drug, as a potential lifesaver for 
COVID-19 patients. It’s not like he whispered his horse story — 
he broadcast it at a borough assembly meeting and then saddled 
up a week later and again defended the drug on a talk radio 
program. 

“Let the doctors experiment with perhaps some things that 
haven’t been signed off by the Food and Drug Administration,” 
Pierce said on Kenai Peninsula commercial radio station KSRM. 

The FDA has approved ivermectin in people and animals for 
use against some parasitic worms and for head lice and skin 
conditions. No manufacturer has ever asked for FDA approval 
to market the drug to treat COVID, which is a virus, not a para-
site. 

Ivermectin is “a very inexpensive medication,” Pierce said, as 
if the fact that it is cheap makes it OK. So is aspirin and Bengay, 
but neither cure COVID. 

The mayor encouraged listeners to research the drug further, 
and he unwisely directed them to a website that recommends 
ivermectin and offers prescriptions from a doctor in Texas.�If he 
had done his own research, he might have seen that the Texas 
Department of State Health Services issued a health advisory 
over the improper use of ivermectin — calls to the state’s poison 
center for people exposed to the drug are triple last year’s level. 

Even before taking to the airwaves, the mayor at a borough 
assembly meeting in August got on his high horse and criticized 
the borough-owned hospital for not offering drugs like iver-
mectin. 

Not surprisingly, livestock supply stores on the Kenai Penin-
sula have received numerous inquiries about the drug in recent 
weeks. 

Too bad all that interest in stopping COVID from sickening 
and killing people has not translated into a higher vaccination 
rate against the virus. The Kenai Peninsula has the third-worst 
vaccination rate among boroughs in the state, about 15 percent-
age points below the rate in Wrangell. The Kenai Borough’s 
COVID infection count since March 2020 is almost 11% of its 
population, more than double Wrangell’s. 

Looks like people here have more horse sense than the 
peninsula mayor. 

—Wrangell Sentinel 

B.C. needs to do more to protect 
transboundary rivers from mining

Tribes call for pause 
to mining permits 
in transboundary 
river watersheds 

Continued on page 5

Sarah Donchi, the owner 
of Kenai Feed and Supply, 
said she has received a lot of 
questions on the types of 
ivermectin she carries. 
Though she tells them it’s 
intended for animal use 
only, she said “people are 
buying it anyway.” 

The label on ivermectin 
paste at Kenai Feed said it is 
meant to treat a horse up to 
1,250 pounds. Another 
product said it is intended to 
treat cows weighing up to 
550 pounds. 

Employees at Cad-Re 
Feed in Soldotna are also 
getting inquiries about iver-
mectin “almost daily,” co-
owner Shawn Taplin told 
the Clarion. 

Taplin tells customers 
ivermectin is a drug he or-
ders from a veterinary sup-
ply company, but they still 
purchase it. “What they 
choose to do with it is up to 
them,” he said. 

Studying ivermectin as a 
COVID-19 medication has 
been mostly abandoned, ac-
cording to Dr. Coleman 
Cutchins, the state pharma-
cist with the Alaska Depart-
ment of Health and Social 
Services. 

Ivermectin can be dan-
gerous to humans if used in-
correctly, Cutchins said. 
“The doses people are trying 
to recommend are really, re-
ally high,” he said. 

Continued from page 8

Kenai  
mayorJUNEAU (AP) - The campaign aimed 

at recalling Gov. Mike Dunleavy is closing 
down, with a gubernatorial election loom-
ing next year and the group short of the 
signatures needed to force a recall vote. 

The Recall Dunleavy group said that as 
of Aug. 21 it had gathered 62,373 signa-
tures, shy of the 71,252 needed. 

Collecting signatures during the pan-
demic has been difficult, said Joelle Hall, 
a member of the group’s steering commit-
tee. 

Hall called the decision to halt the re-
call effort strategic and wise. The primary 
election for the governor’s race is just 12 
months away. 

Hall, president of the Alaska AFL-CIO 
and a veteran of state politics, said Dun-
leavy “was saved by a worldwide pan-
demic. If there hadn’t been one, he would 
already be recalled. We’ll never know that, 
but based on the zeal. ... I have never in 
my life seen anything like what was hap-
pening at the beginning of this.” 

The recall effort took off in 2019, fueled 
by public outcry over vetoes and budget 
cuts proposed by the Republican gover-
nor. While recall supporters quickly gath-
ered signatures for an initial phase, their 
application was rejected, prompting a 
legal fight the group eventually won — 
but which burned up time. 

Dunleavy later moderated or relented 
on some of the 2019 proposals and budget 
cuts. Then the pandemic made it almost 
impossible to gather recall petition signa-
tures at public events in 2020. 

The governor recently filed a letter of 
intent to seek reelection. Others who have 
announced plans to run for governor in-
clude former Gov. Bill Walker, an inde-
pendent whom Dunleavy succeeded in 
2018; and former state Rep. Les Gara, a 
Democrat. 

It was unclear how much money either 
side of the recall effort had raised because 
little public reporting was required during 
the signature-gathering phase. 

Group shuts down effort to recall Dunleavy

By SENTINEL STAFF 
The borough assembly 

has approved the sale of 
three residential lots. 

The lots are all next to 
each other on Etolin Street, 
zoned for single-family res-
idences, and each is a little 
less than half an acre in size. 

The minimum bids for 
the lots range from $28,350 
to $31,500. 

The borough will use the 
Public Surplus website — a 
nationwide commercial op-
eration that specializes in 
selling government prop-
erty — to auction the lots, 
just as it recently did for the 
unused armory on Second 

Avenue, which reverted 
back to the borough after 
the Army National Guard 
closed down its operations. 

The borough will list the 
lots at a minimum bid of 
90% of their appraised 
value. The assembly ap-
proved the sale at its Aug. 
24 meeting. 

“They are staying as resi-
dential lots. There will be 
some added costs for utility 
connections,” said Eco-
nomic Development Direc-
tor Carol Rushmore.  

Rushmore said the lots 
would likely be put up for 
auction the first week of 
September. 

Borough will sell 3 residential lots

By LARRY PERSILY 
Sentinel writer 

The borough assembly has 
approved a zoning amendment 
that opens the possibility for 
condominiums past the ceme-
tery out to the end of city water 
and sewer services. 

The amendment adds con-
dominiums as an allowable 
conditional use in the Rural 
Residential 1 zoning district, if 
municipal water and sewer 
service is available to ensure en-
vironmental controls over 
waste disposal from the multi-
ple housing units. 

The change “provides an-
other development option,” 
Carol Rushmore, Wrangell’s 
zoning administrator, wrote in 
her presentation for the Aug. 24 

assembly meeting, where mem-
bers approved the change. 

“Roadhouse Condominiums 
has been a successful venture 
such that additional similar de-
velopments could be appropri-
ate,” wrote Rushmore, who also 
serves as Wrangell’s economic 
development director. The 
Roadhouse units are the only 
condos in town, she said. 

“There have been a couple of 
basic inquiries over the years 
about what it would take to 
construct condos.” 

The borough planning and 
zoning commission had recom-
mended the change in 
Wrangell’s zoning laws. 

Condominiums are multi-
unit housing developments 
where residents own their own 

unit and the condo association 
usually owns the land and com-
mon areas, such as driveways. 

“Any proposal, if the condo-
minium use is approved, would 
be reviewed on its own merit 
looking at lot size, number of 
units, parking, storage and 
other shared spaces as desig-
nated within the application,” 
Rushmore explained in her 
presentation for the assembly. 

A conditional-use permit re-
quires public notice and a hear-
ing by the planning and zoning 
commission. 

The zoning change meets 
the community’s comprehen-

sive plan objectives of support-
ing “a range of housing 
types/living arrangements 
over time in Wrangell, south of 
town along Zimovia High-
way.” 

Though the zoning change 
allows condominiums as far 
south as McCormack Creek, the 
requirement of city water and 
sewer services stops the option 
at about 6-Mile, unless the util-
ity lines are extended. 

Land south of the cemetery 
to McCormack Creek primarily 
is zoned RR1. There are no 
other Rural Residential 1 lands 
in Wrangell, Rushmore said. 

Zoning amendment allows condos past cemetery

Classified ads in the Sentinel 
are now free for  

individuals and nonprofits

Call Amber at 874-2301 or email wrgsent@gmail.com

YOU CAN'T BEAT FREE

Whether you are  
selling,  
buying,  

borrowing,  
loaning,  
holding  

a garage sale  
or a fundraiser,  

THE ADS ARE FREE

Limited to 30 words and two weeks in the paper

Police report

Work almost done on $40 million 
Kake road to other side of island

By THE PETERSBURG PILOT 
Completion of the 37-mile, 

$40 million Kake Access Project 
is expected mid-October, pro-
viding road access from the 
community on the west side of 
Kupreanof Island to a boat 
launch ramp on the northeast-
ern shore, about a dozen miles 
north of Petersburg. 

The work, which was funded 
by a 2012 legislative appropria-
tion, includes almost six miles of 
new roadway, 21 miles of im-
proving existing unpaved log-
ging roads, and building the 
boat launch facility on Frederick 
Sound near the mouth of 
Twelvemile Creek. 

“Overall, our goal is to make 
this route an easily traversable 
one, so to do that we have en-
hanced some existing roads by 
grading them and putting on 
new surface,” said Garrett Paul, 
project manager at the Alaska 
Department of Transportation. 

The road would provide a 
closer link between Kake, a 
community of about 600, and 
Petersburg, which is on Mitkof 
Island. 

“The overall project purpose 
is to provide year-round surface 

transportation access on Kupre-
anof Island between the com-
munity of Kake and a new boat 
launch on the eastern shore of 
Kupreanof Island,” according to 
the Department of Transporta-
tion project description. 

The road will provide public 
access to lands along the route 
and create “an additional access 
point to navigable waters on 
Frederick Sound.” 

Now that road work is nearly 
complete, Paul said the contrac-
tor is focusing on finishing the 
boat ramp and building a park-
ing lot next to it. 

A temporary bridge is in 
place at Twelvemile Creek while 
waiting on delivery of a new 
bridge that is being manufac-
tured down south, Paul said. 
The permanent structure is ex-
pected to arrive on site in early 
September. 

“We are improving the exist-
ing bridges that were out there, 
they were showing their age but 
we’re trying to bring them up to 
safety standards and allow them 
to be used well into the future,” 
Paul said. 

Kiewit Infrastructure West is 
the contractor on the job. 

OPINION



ANCHORAGE (AP) - 
Alaska last week reported its 
highest daily number of resi-
dent COVID-19 cases so far 
this year as health officials 
struggle to keep pace with 
testing and contact tracing and 
hospitals juggle a surge in pa-
tients amid staff shortages. 

Gov. Mike Dunleavy told 
reporters Aug. 26 that 
Alaskans should talk to their 
doctors about getting vacci-
nated “if that’s what they want 
to do.” 

“We know what we need to 
do. People know what they 
need to do,” Dunleavy said. 
“They need to have conversa-
tions with their doctor and 
make a decision, if that’s what 
they want to do. If they don’t, 
then they have to understand 
that they run the risk of getting 
infected, especially with this 
variant that is highly conta-
gious.” 

As to whether that is an ef-
fective way to encourage vac-
cination, Dunleavy said, “This 
isn’t North Korea. You don’t 
dictate to people how they live 
their lives.” 

“I think it’s the best strat-
egy. It’s 2021. This isn’t some 
place in Europe in 1939. You 
have conversations with folks. 
... You have conversations with 
your doctors. You have con-
versations with your friends ... 
People aren’t stupid,” he said. 

Dunleavy was infected with 
the coronavirus in in February. 

His office has said that Dun-
leavy decided to get vacci-
nated in June. 

As of Monday, almost 61% 
of eligible Alaskans had re-
ceived at least their first dose 
of a vaccine, according to the 
state health department. The 
national rate was 72%. 

The governor on Aug. 26 
announced plans aimed at in-
creasing staffing to help with 
COVID-19 cases, including 
speeding the licensing process 
for new health care workers 
and seeking federal contracts 
for more workers. 

The state’s chief medical of-
ficer, Dr. Anne Zink, said hos-
pital staffing is a concern. 

According to the state hos-
pital association, hospitaliza-
tions of patients with 

COVID-19 are nearing pan-
demic highs. Combined with 
staff shortages and busy sum-
mertime admissions, Alaska’s 
health care system faces the 
threat of being overwhelmed, 
providers and state officials 
said. 

Health care providers are 
deciding which patients get in-
tensive care unit beds and are 
struggling to transfer severely 
ill patients to other over-
whelmed facilities. 

“As far as we’re concerned, 
the crisis we have been warn-
ing about is here,” said Jared 
Kosin, president and CEO of 
the Alaska State Hospital and 
Nursing Home Association. 
“And we need to act like that. 
It looks like it’s going to get a 
lot worse.” 
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portance of engaging with B.C. 
First Nations and Alaska tribes, 
yet the Alaska sovereign tribes 
were not a party to the either 
agreement. Neither were tribes 
consulted or included in any of 
the discussions conducted by 
the bilateral working group, 
which has members from B.C. 
and Alaska. 

Fifteen sovereign Indige-
nous nations in Southeast 
Alaska designated representa-
tives to the Southeast Alaska In-
digenous Transboundary 
Commission (SEITC) for pur-
poses of government-to-gov-
ernment engagement on the 
transboundary mining issue. 

This year, SEITC Chair Rob 
Sanderson Jr. asked Minister 
Ralston of the B.C. Ministry of 
Energy, Mines and Low-Carbon 
Innovation for an agreement 
between SEITC and his min-
istry regarding several huge 
projects.�  In his reply, Ralston 
said several B.C. ministries 
would be involved and each 
would need to take time to con-
duct internal reviews. 

Because of the indefinite 
time period suggested by Ral-
ston, Sanderson asked B.C. Pre-
mier Horgan to pause new 
permits, amendments to exist-
ing permits, and approval of 
new mines until internal re-
views by the ministries are 
completed and until there is a 
decision on our ability to con-
sult. 

So far, the Ketchikan Indian 
Community and Wrangell Co-
operative Association, Wash-
ington’s Confederated Tribes of 
the Colville Reservation, and 
British Columbia’s Gitanyow 
First Nation have publicly sup-

ported SEITC’s call for “The 
Pause.” 

Starting in August, SEITC 
and Salmon Beyond Borders 
reached out to Southeast Alaska 
tribes and municipalities, as 
well as community members, 
to gather support for a call to 
ban mine waste dams, like the 
one that failed at Mount Polley, 
in transboundary watersheds 
— and to request a pause to 
mineral development and ex-
ploration in transboundary wa-
tersheds until the U.S.-Canada 
Boundary Waters Treaty of 1909 
and the U.N. Declaration on the 
Rights of Indigenous Peoples 
are upheld, and an interna-
tional agreement on watershed 
protections is implemented. 

Recently, several B.C. min-
istries have agreed to meet with 
SEITC leadership. The virtual 
meeting will include the min-
istries of Environment and Cli-
mate Change Strategy, and also 
Energy, Mines and Low-Carbon 
Innovation, along with the B.C. 
Environmental Assessment Of-
fice. 

We hope this is the start of a 
journey leading to a true part-
nership in international water-
shed governance. Our rivers 
will have a better chance to 
prosper when Indigenous gov-
ernments get a strong say in 
river management. Our people 
have done this before. We want 
long-term solutions that will 
benefit all connected to the 
rivers that provide life for our 
wild salmon — and all of us. 

 
Frederick Olsen Jr. (K’yu-

uhlgáansii), of Sitka, is executive 
director of the Southeast Alaska 
Indigenous Transboundary Com-
mission. 

Continued from page 4
Transboundary  

Marc Lutz started work this week as the Sentinel’s new editor, writer and photographer.

the Matanuska last Friday, after driving from 
their home in Lodi, Calif., with the U-Haul 
and their car stuffed with household goods — 
and four cats. 

He had been general manager and editor at 
the Calaveras Enterprise since 2018. The 
weekly newspaper covers Calaveras County, 
population about 45,000. 

“Though 45,000 is big by Alaska standards, 
it’s a small town anywhere else, and Marc un-
derstands the importance of local journalism 
in small towns, telling stories and being part 
of the community,” Persily said. 

Lutz also had worked as editor at the Cen-
tral Valley Business Journal from 2017 to 2018, 
and in information services for Adventist 
Health in Lodi, where he produced the orga-
nization’s internal newsletter. He worked at 
the Lodi News-Sentinel as a designer, car-
toonist, staff writer, business and lifestyle ed-
itor and web designer, and before that as a 
copy editor, page designer and illustrator at 
the Union Democrat, which covered commu-
nities in California’s Sonora and Sierra Ne-

vada foothills. 
He started in 2004 as a cartoonist with the 

Lodi News-Sentinel. 
“After living in California for most of our 

lives, Melinda and I decided we needed to 
make a major change,” Lutz said. “I’ve al-
ways enjoyed my career in journalism, so I 
knew I didn’t want to leave the profession. 
When the opportunity at the Wrangell Sen-
tinel popped up on my radar, it just made 
sense.” 

The newly transplanted couple has al-
ready started getting to know the community, 
meeting as many people as possible. 

Lutz attended the Art Institute of Seattle in 
1988, studying commercial art, and later at-
tended San Joaquin Delta College in Stockton, 
Calif., to study creative writing. 

He completed a certified personal course 
with the International Sports Sciences Asso-
ciation in 2016, and is a certified marathon 
trainer. 

Lutz replaces Caleb Vierkant, who is mov-
ing back to Texas after three years at the Sen-
tinel. 

Continued from page 1
New editor

By SENTINEL STAFF 
There will be contested 

races for one seat on the bor-
ough assembly, three seats on 
the school board and one seat 
on the port commission in 
Wrangell’s Oct. 5 municipal 
election. 

Candidates for two other 
borough assembly seats and a 
port commission seat are un-
challenged. 

Jim DeBord and Bob Dal-
rymple are running for the two 
three-year open terms on the 
assembly. Dalrymple is an in-
cumbent; he was appointed in 
January to fill out the year for 
Julie Decker, who left the as-
sembly. DeBord also expressed 
interest in the seat at that time, 
though the assembly selected 
Dalrymple to serve until the 
October election. 

Unless a write-in candidate 
outpolls either contestant on 
the ballot, DeBord and Dal-
rymple will win seats that run 
to 2024. Both have previously 
served on the assembly. 

Don McConachie Sr. and 
David Powell are running for 
the last year of Decker’s unex-
pired term. The winner  
will serve on the assembly 
until October 2022.  
Powell is currently on the as-
sembly; his term expires in Oc-
tober.  

Terry Courson’s term on the 
assembly ends next month and 
he is not seeking reelection. 

There are four candidates 
for two three-year terms on the 
school board. The top two 
vote-getters will win the job: 
Angela Allen, Alex Angerman, 
Brittani Robbins and Elizabeth 
Roundtree. None of the four 
are currently on the school 
board. 

Julia Ostrander and Jessica 
Whitaker are running for the 
one-year seat of an unexpired 
term on the school board. 

School board members 
Cyni Crary, Aaron Angerman 
and Patti Gilbert are not seek-
ing reelection. 

Chris Buness and incum-
bent John Martin are the only 
candidates for two three-year 
terms on the port commission. 

Incumbent port commis-
sioner Frank Roppel is seeking 
election to a one-year unex-
pired term. 

Absentee voting in the elec-
tion will open Sept. 20. Regis-
tered voters who will be 
unable to vote on election day 
may cast absentee ballots from 
8 a.m. to 4 p.m. weekdays 
Sept. 20 through Oct. 4 at city 
hall. 

The Oct. 5 in-person voting 
will be held at the Nolan Cen-
ter, from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. 

Borough election draws 
13 candidates for 9 seats

By CALEB VIERKANT 
Sentinel writer 

Borough leadership will ex-
pand in the near future, with 
the creation of a new position 
intended to help allow the bor-
ough manager to focus on big-
ger projects — in addition to 
taking on its own set of assign-
ments. 

The assembly unanimously 
approved Aug. 24 the creation 
of a deputy borough manager 
position, following up on dis-
cussion from two weeks ear-
lier. 

The deputy manager would 
share the workload and assist 
the borough manager in ad-
ministrative functions. 

Assemblymember Patty 
Gilbert asked what parts of the 
borough manager job the 
deputy would take the lead 
on. Manager Lisa Von Bargen 
said the new staffer would 
take the lead in human re-
sources and safety matters, as 
well as management training. 

“The other thing is the as-
sembly specifically requested 
that this position be able to re-
place me if I’m gone,” Von Bar-
gen said. 

Creating the new position 
was the assembly’s idea, not 
Von Bargen’s. 

Assembly members have 
been discussing adding the 
position for at least the past 
three years, Mayor Steve Pry-
sunka said when the issue was 
considered at an Aug. 11 as-

sembly workshop. 
The mayor has pointed to 

several big projects that need 
Von Bargen’s time. Wrangell 
needs to find solutions to its 
ailing water treatment plant, 
repairs/rebuild to the commu-
nity’s water reservoir dams, a 
deteriorating building at the 
power plant, years of water 
damage to the Public Safety 
Building and other projects 
that will total tens of millions 
of dollars. 

The new position will pay 
about $8,000, possibly more, 
per month, depending on ex-
perience, at the same wage 
scale as the job of police chief. 

“The wage scale was based 
on the role that this person is 
going to play, which essen-
tially is taking over as the city 
manager in my stead and hav-
ing an entire set of duties unto 
their own,” Von Bargen said. 

Wrangell resident Bob Lip-
pert wrote the assembly to 
state his objections: “I do not 
comprehend how a town of 
2,500 people with limited tax 
base has a need for this posi-
tion,” he wrote, calling the 
new job “another layer of bu-
reaucracy funded by the citi-
zens of Wrangell.” 

No one from the public tes-
tified on the issue at the Aug. 
24 assembly meeting. 

Von Bargen had reported 
earlier that she would first try 
to fill the position with an in-
house hire. 

Borough creates new 
deputy manager post

Dunleavy says ‘people aren’t stupid,’ and  
can make their own vaccination decisions

By LARRY PERSILY 
Sentinel writer 

Wrangell renters have benefitted from more 
than $237,000 in assistance under a federally 
funded, state-managed program that is among 
the leaders nationwide in getting money to land-
lords and utilities on behalf of households eco-
nomically hurt by the pandemic. 

More than $110 million had gone out to help 
almost 19,000 households statewide as of last 
week, almost half of the $242 million allotted to 
Alaska under the federal pandemic assistance 
program. 

Alaska was ranked third in the nation among 
states for distributing the funds, according to 
Treasury Department data analyzed by The Wall 
Street Journal. 

Nationwide, only about 20% of the $25 billion 
allocated to states, municipalities and tribes last 
December had been distributed as of the end of 
July, according to the Treasury Department. 

The department last week advised states that 
have been slow to distribute the aid to start ac-
cepting self-declarations of financial hardship 
from tenants when proof is not “readily avail-
able.” Treasury also said states and local pro-
grams can advance money to landlords while 
still working to confirm the amount owed. 

The Alaska Housing Finance Corp., which 
before the pandemic managed subsidized rental 
housing and home loan programs, has been ad-
ministering the federally funded rent relief pay-
ments since last summer. 

In Wrangell, as of last Friday, more than 
$215,000 had been paid to cover past-due, cur-
rent and future rent for 61 applicants who met 
income guidelines and could show loss of earn-
ings due to the COVID-19 pandemic. The pro-
gram also has paid out almost $20,000 to help 
cover utility bills. 

Statewide, AHFC as of last Friday had distrib-
uted rent and utility assistance for almost 19,000 

households. Almost 75% of applicants have been 
approved for payment, with the rest either still 
in processing, determined ineligible or withdrew 
their application. 

Most of the landlords participating in the pro-
gram are small operations, with one or maybe a 
few rental units, the housing agency said. 

As AHFC gets ready to open up another pro-
gram of federally funded rent relief, it is reaching 
out to applicants to finish the first round. 

“The most common problem we see with ap-
plications now is lack of response. There are ap-
proximately 5,000 who applied for the program 
but did not go on to submit their identification, 
income statements or other documentation such 
as a rental agreement,” said Stacy Barnes, direc-
tor of governmental relations and public affairs 
at AHFC. 

“We have emailed these individuals almost 
weekly since March asking for their documents. 
We have also begun texting them and we’ve ini-
tiated phone calls,” she said Monday. 

The next round of aid, funded in March by 
Congress, will cover rent and utility assistance 
for tenants who missed the first application pe-
riod. Applicants under the first round of rental 
assistance will not need to reapply. 

AHFC will open the new program for pre-
registration after Labor Day, Barnes said, with 
the online system available for applications Sept. 
13 to Oct. 1. This second round includes about 
$125 million to help Alaska tenants. 

The March federal appropriation also in-
cluded money to help homeowners behind on 
their mortgage because of income loss due to the 
pandemic. Alaska’s share of that program is $50 
million. 

AHFC plans to submit its plan for mortgage 
relief payments to the Treasury Department by 
Sept. 30, Barnes said. After federal approval, the 
state hopes to bring the plan to the public later 
this fall. 

Wrangell renters have received 
almost quarter-million in assistance

Kenai Borough mayor advocates 
farm animal drug to treat COVID-19

KENAI (AP) – The Kenai Peninsula Borough mayor, who is not 
a medical professional, has promoted a debunked treatment for 
COVID-19 that is intended more for farm animals. 

Mayor Charlie Pierce has publicly backed the use of ivermectin, 
an anti-parasitic deworming drug, the�Peninsula Clarion newspa-
per�reported Aug. 25. Livestock supply stores in the borough, south 
of Anchorage, have received numerous inquiries about the drug in 
the recent weeks. 

Pierce has twice defended use of the drug, first at last week’s bor-
ough meeting and during a radio show on Kenai Peninsula radio 
station KSRM. 

“What I’m asking for is that the … world view of the various 
treatments that are being researched and looked at outside of and 
including vaccinations be looked at from a more open perspective,” 
Pierce said during the show. “Let the doctors experiment with per-
haps some things that haven’t been signed off by the Food and Drug 
Administration.” 

Pierce said ivermectin is “a very inexpensive medication,” and 
encouraged listeners to research the drug further. 

The U.S. Food and Drug Administration has approved iver-
mectin in both people and animals for some parasitic worms and 
for head lice and skin conditions. The FDA has not approved its use 
in treating or preventing COVID-19 in humans. 

“Using any treatment for COVID-19 that’s not approved or au-
thorized by the FDA, unless part of a clinical trial, can cause serious 
harm,” the FDA said in a warning about the drug. 

Pierce did not return calls to the newspaper nor The Associated 
Press. 

He also didn’t answer an email sent by the AP asking how he 
heard about the drug, why he’s promoting it if he’s not a medical 
professional, and if he would feel liable if someone were to become 
ill or worse taking it. He also didn’t answer if he was vaccinated for 
COVID-19 or if he was encouraging people in the borough, which 
has the fourth-worst vaccination rate in the state among boroughs, 
to get vaccinated. 

The mayor this past spring criticized the Kenai Peninsula School 
District for requiring students to wear face masks. 

The borough has a population of nearly 59,000 residents, with the 
total cumulative COVID case count at 6,153 since March 2020. All 
of the intensive care unit hospital beds were occupied last Tuesday 
at the borough-owned hospital in Soldotna. 

The mayor at a borough assembly meeting in August criticized 
the hospital for not offering drugs like ivermectin. 
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Reduced ferry service
No ferry service is scheduled 

into Kodiak between Jan. 3 and 
March 17. Pelican will go with-
out service for all of January 
and February. 

Both the LeConte and the 
Kennicott will be in winter 

overhaul in January and Febru-
ary, leading to the even lower 
level of service systemwide 
during those months. 

Continued reductions in the 
fall/winter ferry schedule are 
making it harder — and more 
expensive — on school activi-

ties, said Bob Davis, assistant 
principal at the high school and 
middle school. 

Without a workable ferry 
schedule, the other travel op-
tions are a charter boat or flying 
for basketball, volleyball, cross 
country and wrestling teams.

Continued from page 1



By CALEB VIERKANT 
Sentinel writer 

The assembly has directed 
borough staff to get two esti-
mates for possibly resolving the 
longstanding deliberations over 
repairs to the rot-damaged Pub-
lic Safety Building and the future 
of the former hospital building. 

One estimate would be for a 
two-year project to repair and 
renovate the 34-year-old Public 
Safety Building, restoring it for 
full use by the police and fire de-
partments, state court system, 
federal customs and other agen-
cies. 

The other estimate from an 
engineering firm would cover 
remodeling the vacant Wrangell 
Medical Center as the new Pub-

lic Safety Building, and adding a 
fire hall adjacent to the structure. 

The assembly decided at its 
Aug. 24 meeting to seek esti-
mates for only the two options, 
from among five alternatives 
presented to the borough. 

Mayor Steve Prysunka said 
he is worried Wrangell could 
lose its courthouse altogether if 
it does not provide adequate fa-
cilities.  

“We have a major tenant in 
the building,” he said. “Before 
we make any decisions on any-
thing, we need to determine … 
if that would be appropriate for 
the anchor tenant that’s in that 
building, which is the court sys-
tem.” 

The mayor added, “I am ex-

tremely fearful that we’ll lose the 
court system if we don’t do a 
good job of this. That has impli-
cations for all kinds of things.” 

Assemblymember Terry 
Courson said that, in general, he 
is in favor of whatever is the 
cheapest option. However, he 
said he needed some more time 
to think about the available op-
tions. 

At one time, the assembly 
considered replacing the Public 
Safety Building with a new 
structure, rather than repairing 
all of the rot and water damage 
and other problems at the struc-
ture. But a rough estimate of $30 
million for new construction 
turned the discussion to a repair 
and rebuild, not new construc-
tion. 

Repairs and renovations to 
the building have been esti-
mated at roughly less than half 
the cost of building new. 

With a repair project, the 
borough would need to find 

facilities for temporary reloca-
tion of staff during the work. 
The borough has discussed 
using the former hospital 
building as temporary quar-
ters, or perhaps even relocat-
ing the Public Safety Building 
tenants there permanently. 

Capital Facilities Director 
Amber Al-Haddad presented 
the assembly Aug. 24 with five 
possible options to consider. 

Those five options were: 
• A single work contract for 

a two-year project to renovate 
the Public Safety Building. 

• Multiple contracts for the 
work, spread out over 10 
years. 

• Build a new Public Safety 
Building with a jail as a stand-
alone structure, and demolish-
ing the former hospital. 

• Build a new Public Safety 
Building with a fire hall as a 
standalone structure, and de-
molishing the former hospital. 

• Renovate the former hos-

pital to serve as a new home 
for the Public Safety Building 
tenants, and constructing a 
new fire hall adjacent to the 
former hospital. 

Whichever option the bor-
ough may select, Al-Haddad 
said actual construction work 
likely could not start until 
2023. After deciding on which 
option to move ahead, the bor-
ough would need to contract 
for design and engineering 
work, decide on financing, and 
put the project out to bid. 

Assemblymember David 
Powell said the borough has 
been spinning its wheels on 
this project for quite some 
time, spending more money to 
get updated cost estimates 
without actually making any 
forward progress. 

After further discussion by 
the assembly, Prysunka said 
the general consensus he was 
hearing among the assembly 
was the need to cut down the 
multiple alternatives to an “ei-
ther-or” choice. Mainly, he 
said, members want to get up-
dated cost estimates for reno-
vating the Public Safety 
Building over two years, or for 
turning the former hospital 
into new quarters for public 
safety agencies. 

The original hospital build-
ing was constructed in 1967, 
with remodeling and additions 
in 1974, 1988 and 1994. The 
SouthEast Alaska Regional 
Health Consortium had been 
leasing the building from the 
borough until earlier this year, 
when SEARHC opened its new 
medical center and returned 
the old hospital to the city.
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Drilling to learn what’s underneath
The parking lot next to the WCA carving shed on Front 
Street was temporarily closed last Thursday as workers 
under the direction of Shannon & Wilson drilled soil sam-
ples from the property. The Anchorage-based environmen-
tal consulting firm is in Wrangell to examine several 
borough-owned properties for possible contamination, in-
cluding near the Wrangell Municipal Light and Power gen-
erator building on Case Avenue. The Front Street parking 
lot was formerly a gas station. The city purchased the prop-
erty around 2011, according to Capital Facilities Director 
Amber Al-Haddad.

By LARRY PERSILY 
Sentinel writer 

Classes started this week at Wrangell Public 
Schools, but there’s still time — and still a need — 
for people to apply for work as an education aide, 
and also for adult volunteers to help with a wide 
range of activities at all three schools. 

Volunteers could help during the lunch hour, 
with tutoring or providing one-on-one help with 
students who need additional assistance at the mid-
dle and high schools. 

It could be an hour a day, or a few hours one day 
a week, whatever time someone might have avail-
able, said Bob Davis, assistant principal at the high 
school and middle school. 

“Evergreen Elementary would love to have vol-
unteers sign up,” said Jenn Miller-Yancey, assistant 
principal at the school. “Our younger students will 
need assistance in their learning groups, and all stu-
dents would benefit from being able to read with 
volunteers.” 

Volunteers don’t necessarily have to work di-
rectly with students. “There are also ways volun-
teers can assist like making copies, putting learning 
materials together, assisting with cleaning and san-
itizing, helping organize supplies, and more,” 
Miller-Yancey said. 

Davis said he is particularly concerned about stu-
dents’ emotional health as they start a second year 
amid a surge in COVID-19 cases in Wrangell. The 
town is going through its largest outbreak of cases 
since the pandemic started a year and a half ago. 

He worries that more students will suffer depres-
sion as they try to cope with the COVID-induced 
limitations in their lives. “It cuts into sports, it cuts 
into activities,” he said, creating “emotional dis-
tance” that is hard on many students. 

Managing COVID-mitigation measures, such as 
keeping students a safe distance apart, adds another 
level of need for more staff time and help from vol-
unteers, Davis said. 

In addition to needing volunteers, the middle 

and high schools are short two assistants for the spe-
cial education program. The district has more spe-
cial ed students than in past years, adding to the 
workload on staff, Davis said. 

The jobs are 5.75 hours a day, five days a week. 
More information is available on the Wrangell 
School District website. 

The elementary school also is short-staffed in that 
area, Miller-Yancey said. There are two paraprofes-
sional positions open at the elementary. Staff will fill 
in as needed, “covering the duties until we have ap-
plicants and can hopefully hire,” the assistant prin-
cipal said. 

“The paraprofessionals work with special educa-
tion students, as well as assist with playground, 
lunch and other supervision duties.” 

The district also needs more people to sign up as 
substitute teachers. “If someone is even looking for 
short term work, they are encouraged to speak to 
Kim Powell in the district office,” Miller-Yancey 
said. 

The school district also was advertising last week 
to fill a custodian job. 

For more information on any of the jobs, stop by 
the district office or call 874-2347. 

For information about volunteering at the middle 
or high schools, call 874-3995; for the elementary 
school, call 874-2321. 

“We are a community school,” Davis said. Which 
means the school needs to be out in the community, 
just as community members who have time should 
consider helping at the school, he said. 

And for those with baking skills, the elementary 
school has a special request. “We would love volun-
teers to bake mini muffins for Muffin Monday,” 
Miller-Yancey said. “As students enter on Mondays, 
we offer mini muffins as a welcome back from the 
weekend.” 

Mini muffins can be dropped off at the school of-
fice any day of the week between 7:30 a.m. and 3:30 
pm. The district will freeze the muffins for use on a 
Monday. 

Schools need adult volunteers; 
special ed assistant jobs open too

Assembly focuses on two options for Public Safety Building

WILMA ELIZABETH STOKES, 92  
passed away peacefully on August 28, 2021,  

surrounded by her family.  
A CELEBRATION OF LIFE SERVICE  

will be held on Tuesday, September 7, 2021  
at the Harbor Light Assembly of God church at 11:00 a.m. 

A reception will follow the graveside service.  
The Tea Party reception will be held downstairs  

in the church’s Fellowship hall.   
Social distance seating will be encouraged  
and masks will be at individual discretion.  
The family extends an invitation to  

the community to attend Wilma’s service.  
In lieu of flowers please make a donation to  

the Wrangell Volunteer Fire & EMS Department.  
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and other problems at the struc-
ture. But a rough estimate of $30 
million for new construction 
turned the discussion to a repair 
and rebuild, not new construc-
tion. 

Repairs and renovations to 
the building have been esti-
mated at roughly less than half 
the cost of building new. 

With a repair project, the 
borough would need to find 

facilities for temporary reloca-
tion of staff during the work. 
The borough has discussed 
using the former hospital 
building as temporary quar-
ters, or perhaps even relocat-
ing the Public Safety Building 
tenants there permanently. 

Capital Facilities Director 
Amber Al-Haddad presented 
the assembly Aug. 24 with five 
possible options to consider. 

Those five options were: 
• A single work contract for 

a two-year project to renovate 
the Public Safety Building. 

• Multiple contracts for the 
work, spread out over 10 
years. 

• Build a new Public Safety 
Building with a jail as a stand-
alone structure, and demolish-
ing the former hospital. 

• Build a new Public Safety 
Building with a fire hall as a 
standalone structure, and de-
molishing the former hospital. 

• Renovate the former hos-

pital to serve as a new home 
for the Public Safety Building 
tenants, and constructing a 
new fire hall adjacent to the 
former hospital. 

Whichever option the bor-
ough may select, Al-Haddad 
said actual construction work 
likely could not start until 
2023. After deciding on which 
option to move ahead, the bor-
ough would need to contract 
for design and engineering 
work, decide on financing, and 
put the project out to bid. 

Assemblymember David 
Powell said the borough has 
been spinning its wheels on 
this project for quite some 
time, spending more money to 
get updated cost estimates 
without actually making any 
forward progress. 

After further discussion by 
the assembly, Prysunka said 
the general consensus he was 
hearing among the assembly 
was the need to cut down the 
multiple alternatives to an “ei-
ther-or” choice. Mainly, he 
said, members want to get up-
dated cost estimates for reno-
vating the Public Safety 
Building over two years, or for 
turning the former hospital 
into new quarters for public 
safety agencies. 

The original hospital build-
ing was constructed in 1967, 
with remodeling and additions 
in 1974, 1988 and 1994. The 
SouthEast Alaska Regional 
Health Consortium had been 
leasing the building from the 
borough until earlier this year, 
when SEARHC opened its new 
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school has a special request. “We would love volun-
teers to bake mini muffins for Muffin Monday,” 
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ANCHORAGE (AP) - 
Alaska last week reported its 
highest daily number of resi-
dent COVID-19 cases so far 
this year as health officials 
struggle to keep pace with 
testing and contact tracing and 
hospitals juggle a surge in pa-
tients amid staff shortages. 

Gov. Mike Dunleavy told 
reporters Aug. 26 that 
Alaskans should talk to their 
doctors about getting vacci-
nated “if that’s what they want 
to do.” 

“We know what we need to 
do. People know what they 
need to do,” Dunleavy said. 
“They need to have conversa-
tions with their doctor and 
make a decision, if that’s what 
they want to do. If they don’t, 
then they have to understand 
that they run the risk of getting 
infected, especially with this 
variant that is highly conta-
gious.” 

As to whether that is an ef-
fective way to encourage vac-
cination, Dunleavy said, “This 
isn’t North Korea. You don’t 
dictate to people how they live 
their lives.” 

“I think it’s the best strat-
egy. It’s 2021. This isn’t some 
place in Europe in 1939. You 
have conversations with folks. 
... You have conversations with 
your doctors. You have con-
versations with your friends ... 
People aren’t stupid,” he said. 

Dunleavy was infected with 
the coronavirus in in February. 

His office has said that Dun-
leavy decided to get vacci-
nated in June. 

As of Monday, almost 61% 
of eligible Alaskans had re-
ceived at least their first dose 
of a vaccine, according to the 
state health department. The 
national rate was 72%. 

The governor on Aug. 26 
announced plans aimed at in-
creasing staffing to help with 
COVID-19 cases, including 
speeding the licensing process 
for new health care workers 
and seeking federal contracts 
for more workers. 

The state’s chief medical of-
ficer, Dr. Anne Zink, said hos-
pital staffing is a concern. 

According to the state hos-
pital association, hospitaliza-
tions of patients with 

COVID-19 are nearing pan-
demic highs. Combined with 
staff shortages and busy sum-
mertime admissions, Alaska’s 
health care system faces the 
threat of being overwhelmed, 
providers and state officials 
said. 

Health care providers are 
deciding which patients get in-
tensive care unit beds and are 
struggling to transfer severely 
ill patients to other over-
whelmed facilities. 

“As far as we’re concerned, 
the crisis we have been warn-
ing about is here,” said Jared 
Kosin, president and CEO of 
the Alaska State Hospital and 
Nursing Home Association. 
“And we need to act like that. 
It looks like it’s going to get a 
lot worse.” 
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portance of engaging with B.C. 
First Nations and Alaska tribes, 
yet the Alaska sovereign tribes 
were not a party to the either 
agreement. Neither were tribes 
consulted or included in any of 
the discussions conducted by 
the bilateral working group, 
which has members from B.C. 
and Alaska. 

Fifteen sovereign Indige-
nous nations in Southeast 
Alaska designated representa-
tives to the Southeast Alaska In-
digenous Transboundary 
Commission (SEITC) for pur-
poses of government-to-gov-
ernment engagement on the 
transboundary mining issue. 

This year, SEITC Chair Rob 
Sanderson Jr. asked Minister 
Ralston of the B.C. Ministry of 
Energy, Mines and Low-Carbon 
Innovation for an agreement 
between SEITC and his min-
istry regarding several huge 
projects.�  In his reply, Ralston 
said several B.C. ministries 
would be involved and each 
would need to take time to con-
duct internal reviews. 

Because of the indefinite 
time period suggested by Ral-
ston, Sanderson asked B.C. Pre-
mier Horgan to pause new 
permits, amendments to exist-
ing permits, and approval of 
new mines until internal re-
views by the ministries are 
completed and until there is a 
decision on our ability to con-
sult. 

So far, the Ketchikan Indian 
Community and Wrangell Co-
operative Association, Wash-
ington’s Confederated Tribes of 
the Colville Reservation, and 
British Columbia’s Gitanyow 
First Nation have publicly sup-

ported SEITC’s call for “The 
Pause.” 

Starting in August, SEITC 
and Salmon Beyond Borders 
reached out to Southeast Alaska 
tribes and municipalities, as 
well as community members, 
to gather support for a call to 
ban mine waste dams, like the 
one that failed at Mount Polley, 
in transboundary watersheds 
— and to request a pause to 
mineral development and ex-
ploration in transboundary wa-
tersheds until the U.S.-Canada 
Boundary Waters Treaty of 1909 
and the U.N. Declaration on the 
Rights of Indigenous Peoples 
are upheld, and an interna-
tional agreement on watershed 
protections is implemented. 

Recently, several B.C. min-
istries have agreed to meet with 
SEITC leadership. The virtual 
meeting will include the min-
istries of Environment and Cli-
mate Change Strategy, and also 
Energy, Mines and Low-Carbon 
Innovation, along with the B.C. 
Environmental Assessment Of-
fice. 

We hope this is the start of a 
journey leading to a true part-
nership in international water-
shed governance. Our rivers 
will have a better chance to 
prosper when Indigenous gov-
ernments get a strong say in 
river management. Our people 
have done this before. We want 
long-term solutions that will 
benefit all connected to the 
rivers that provide life for our 
wild salmon — and all of us. 

 
Frederick Olsen Jr. (K’yu-

uhlgáansii), of Sitka, is executive 
director of the Southeast Alaska 
Indigenous Transboundary Com-
mission. 

Continued from page 4
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Marc Lutz started work this week as the Sentinel’s new editor, writer and photographer.

the Matanuska last Friday, after driving from 
their home in Lodi, Calif., with the U-Haul 
and their car stuffed with household goods — 
and four cats. 

He had been general manager and editor at 
the Calaveras Enterprise since 2018. The 
weekly newspaper covers Calaveras County, 
population about 45,000. 

“Though 45,000 is big by Alaska standards, 
it’s a small town anywhere else, and Marc un-
derstands the importance of local journalism 
in small towns, telling stories and being part 
of the community,” Persily said. 

Lutz also had worked as editor at the Cen-
tral Valley Business Journal from 2017 to 2018, 
and in information services for Adventist 
Health in Lodi, where he produced the orga-
nization’s internal newsletter. He worked at 
the Lodi News-Sentinel as a designer, car-
toonist, staff writer, business and lifestyle ed-
itor and web designer, and before that as a 
copy editor, page designer and illustrator at 
the Union Democrat, which covered commu-
nities in California’s Sonora and Sierra Ne-

vada foothills. 
He started in 2004 as a cartoonist with the 

Lodi News-Sentinel. 
“After living in California for most of our 

lives, Melinda and I decided we needed to 
make a major change,” Lutz said. “I’ve al-
ways enjoyed my career in journalism, so I 
knew I didn’t want to leave the profession. 
When the opportunity at the Wrangell Sen-
tinel popped up on my radar, it just made 
sense.” 

The newly transplanted couple has al-
ready started getting to know the community, 
meeting as many people as possible. 

Lutz attended the Art Institute of Seattle in 
1988, studying commercial art, and later at-
tended San Joaquin Delta College in Stockton, 
Calif., to study creative writing. 

He completed a certified personal course 
with the International Sports Sciences Asso-
ciation in 2016, and is a certified marathon 
trainer. 

Lutz replaces Caleb Vierkant, who is mov-
ing back to Texas after three years at the Sen-
tinel. 

Continued from page 1
New editor

By SENTINEL STAFF 
There will be contested 

races for one seat on the bor-
ough assembly, three seats on 
the school board and one seat 
on the port commission in 
Wrangell’s Oct. 5 municipal 
election. 

Candidates for two other 
borough assembly seats and a 
port commission seat are un-
challenged. 

Jim DeBord and Bob Dal-
rymple are running for the two 
three-year open terms on the 
assembly. Dalrymple is an in-
cumbent; he was appointed in 
January to fill out the year for 
Julie Decker, who left the as-
sembly. DeBord also expressed 
interest in the seat at that time, 
though the assembly selected 
Dalrymple to serve until the 
October election. 

Unless a write-in candidate 
outpolls either contestant on 
the ballot, DeBord and Dal-
rymple will win seats that run 
to 2024. Both have previously 
served on the assembly. 

Don McConachie Sr. and 
David Powell are running for 
the last year of Decker’s unex-
pired term. The winner  
will serve on the assembly 
until October 2022.  
Powell is currently on the as-
sembly; his term expires in Oc-
tober.  

Terry Courson’s term on the 
assembly ends next month and 
he is not seeking reelection. 

There are four candidates 
for two three-year terms on the 
school board. The top two 
vote-getters will win the job: 
Angela Allen, Alex Angerman, 
Brittani Robbins and Elizabeth 
Roundtree. None of the four 
are currently on the school 
board. 

Julia Ostrander and Jessica 
Whitaker are running for the 
one-year seat of an unexpired 
term on the school board. 

School board members 
Cyni Crary, Aaron Angerman 
and Patti Gilbert are not seek-
ing reelection. 

Chris Buness and incum-
bent John Martin are the only 
candidates for two three-year 
terms on the port commission. 

Incumbent port commis-
sioner Frank Roppel is seeking 
election to a one-year unex-
pired term. 

Absentee voting in the elec-
tion will open Sept. 20. Regis-
tered voters who will be 
unable to vote on election day 
may cast absentee ballots from 
8 a.m. to 4 p.m. weekdays 
Sept. 20 through Oct. 4 at city 
hall. 

The Oct. 5 in-person voting 
will be held at the Nolan Cen-
ter, from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. 

Borough election draws 
13 candidates for 9 seats

By CALEB VIERKANT 
Sentinel writer 

Borough leadership will ex-
pand in the near future, with 
the creation of a new position 
intended to help allow the bor-
ough manager to focus on big-
ger projects — in addition to 
taking on its own set of assign-
ments. 

The assembly unanimously 
approved Aug. 24 the creation 
of a deputy borough manager 
position, following up on dis-
cussion from two weeks ear-
lier. 

The deputy manager would 
share the workload and assist 
the borough manager in ad-
ministrative functions. 

Assemblymember Patty 
Gilbert asked what parts of the 
borough manager job the 
deputy would take the lead 
on. Manager Lisa Von Bargen 
said the new staffer would 
take the lead in human re-
sources and safety matters, as 
well as management training. 

“The other thing is the as-
sembly specifically requested 
that this position be able to re-
place me if I’m gone,” Von Bar-
gen said. 

Creating the new position 
was the assembly’s idea, not 
Von Bargen’s. 

Assembly members have 
been discussing adding the 
position for at least the past 
three years, Mayor Steve Pry-
sunka said when the issue was 
considered at an Aug. 11 as-

sembly workshop. 
The mayor has pointed to 

several big projects that need 
Von Bargen’s time. Wrangell 
needs to find solutions to its 
ailing water treatment plant, 
repairs/rebuild to the commu-
nity’s water reservoir dams, a 
deteriorating building at the 
power plant, years of water 
damage to the Public Safety 
Building and other projects 
that will total tens of millions 
of dollars. 

The new position will pay 
about $8,000, possibly more, 
per month, depending on ex-
perience, at the same wage 
scale as the job of police chief. 

“The wage scale was based 
on the role that this person is 
going to play, which essen-
tially is taking over as the city 
manager in my stead and hav-
ing an entire set of duties unto 
their own,” Von Bargen said. 

Wrangell resident Bob Lip-
pert wrote the assembly to 
state his objections: “I do not 
comprehend how a town of 
2,500 people with limited tax 
base has a need for this posi-
tion,” he wrote, calling the 
new job “another layer of bu-
reaucracy funded by the citi-
zens of Wrangell.” 

No one from the public tes-
tified on the issue at the Aug. 
24 assembly meeting. 

Von Bargen had reported 
earlier that she would first try 
to fill the position with an in-
house hire. 

Borough creates new 
deputy manager post

Dunleavy says ‘people aren’t stupid,’ and  
can make their own vaccination decisions

By LARRY PERSILY 
Sentinel writer 

Wrangell renters have benefitted from more 
than $237,000 in assistance under a federally 
funded, state-managed program that is among 
the leaders nationwide in getting money to land-
lords and utilities on behalf of households eco-
nomically hurt by the pandemic. 

More than $110 million had gone out to help 
almost 19,000 households statewide as of last 
week, almost half of the $242 million allotted to 
Alaska under the federal pandemic assistance 
program. 

Alaska was ranked third in the nation among 
states for distributing the funds, according to 
Treasury Department data analyzed by The Wall 
Street Journal. 

Nationwide, only about 20% of the $25 billion 
allocated to states, municipalities and tribes last 
December had been distributed as of the end of 
July, according to the Treasury Department. 

The department last week advised states that 
have been slow to distribute the aid to start ac-
cepting self-declarations of financial hardship 
from tenants when proof is not “readily avail-
able.” Treasury also said states and local pro-
grams can advance money to landlords while 
still working to confirm the amount owed. 

The Alaska Housing Finance Corp., which 
before the pandemic managed subsidized rental 
housing and home loan programs, has been ad-
ministering the federally funded rent relief pay-
ments since last summer. 

In Wrangell, as of last Friday, more than 
$215,000 had been paid to cover past-due, cur-
rent and future rent for 61 applicants who met 
income guidelines and could show loss of earn-
ings due to the COVID-19 pandemic. The pro-
gram also has paid out almost $20,000 to help 
cover utility bills. 

Statewide, AHFC as of last Friday had distrib-
uted rent and utility assistance for almost 19,000 

households. Almost 75% of applicants have been 
approved for payment, with the rest either still 
in processing, determined ineligible or withdrew 
their application. 

Most of the landlords participating in the pro-
gram are small operations, with one or maybe a 
few rental units, the housing agency said. 

As AHFC gets ready to open up another pro-
gram of federally funded rent relief, it is reaching 
out to applicants to finish the first round. 

“The most common problem we see with ap-
plications now is lack of response. There are ap-
proximately 5,000 who applied for the program 
but did not go on to submit their identification, 
income statements or other documentation such 
as a rental agreement,” said Stacy Barnes, direc-
tor of governmental relations and public affairs 
at AHFC. 

“We have emailed these individuals almost 
weekly since March asking for their documents. 
We have also begun texting them and we’ve ini-
tiated phone calls,” she said Monday. 

The next round of aid, funded in March by 
Congress, will cover rent and utility assistance 
for tenants who missed the first application pe-
riod. Applicants under the first round of rental 
assistance will not need to reapply. 

AHFC will open the new program for pre-
registration after Labor Day, Barnes said, with 
the online system available for applications Sept. 
13 to Oct. 1. This second round includes about 
$125 million to help Alaska tenants. 

The March federal appropriation also in-
cluded money to help homeowners behind on 
their mortgage because of income loss due to the 
pandemic. Alaska’s share of that program is $50 
million. 

AHFC plans to submit its plan for mortgage 
relief payments to the Treasury Department by 
Sept. 30, Barnes said. After federal approval, the 
state hopes to bring the plan to the public later 
this fall. 

Wrangell renters have received 
almost quarter-million in assistance

Kenai Borough mayor advocates 
farm animal drug to treat COVID-19

KENAI (AP) – The Kenai Peninsula Borough mayor, who is not 
a medical professional, has promoted a debunked treatment for 
COVID-19 that is intended more for farm animals. 

Mayor Charlie Pierce has publicly backed the use of ivermectin, 
an anti-parasitic deworming drug, the�Peninsula Clarion newspa-
per�reported Aug. 25. Livestock supply stores in the borough, south 
of Anchorage, have received numerous inquiries about the drug in 
the recent weeks. 

Pierce has twice defended use of the drug, first at last week’s bor-
ough meeting and during a radio show on Kenai Peninsula radio 
station KSRM. 

“What I’m asking for is that the … world view of the various 
treatments that are being researched and looked at outside of and 
including vaccinations be looked at from a more open perspective,” 
Pierce said during the show. “Let the doctors experiment with per-
haps some things that haven’t been signed off by the Food and Drug 
Administration.” 

Pierce said ivermectin is “a very inexpensive medication,” and 
encouraged listeners to research the drug further. 

The U.S. Food and Drug Administration has approved iver-
mectin in both people and animals for some parasitic worms and 
for head lice and skin conditions. The FDA has not approved its use 
in treating or preventing COVID-19 in humans. 

“Using any treatment for COVID-19 that’s not approved or au-
thorized by the FDA, unless part of a clinical trial, can cause serious 
harm,” the FDA said in a warning about the drug. 

Pierce did not return calls to the newspaper nor The Associated 
Press. 

He also didn’t answer an email sent by the AP asking how he 
heard about the drug, why he’s promoting it if he’s not a medical 
professional, and if he would feel liable if someone were to become 
ill or worse taking it. He also didn’t answer if he was vaccinated for 
COVID-19 or if he was encouraging people in the borough, which 
has the fourth-worst vaccination rate in the state among boroughs, 
to get vaccinated. 

The mayor this past spring criticized the Kenai Peninsula School 
District for requiring students to wear face masks. 

The borough has a population of nearly 59,000 residents, with the 
total cumulative COVID case count at 6,153 since March 2020. All 
of the intensive care unit hospital beds were occupied last Tuesday 
at the borough-owned hospital in Soldotna. 

The mayor at a borough assembly meeting in August criticized 
the hospital for not offering drugs like ivermectin. 

Susan Erickson
Petersburg Wrangell Insurance Center
220 Front St.,Wrangell, AK 99929
inquiry@p-wins.com

I can help you make sure your
coverage is up-to-date. Call me today.

907-874-2358

Insurance subject to availability and qualifications. Allstate Property and Casualty Insurance Company,
Allstate Fire and Casualty Insurance Company. Northbrook, Illinois © 2012 Allstate Insurance

Amy Hemenway
P-W InsuranceP-W Insurance

907-874-2359
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Reduced ferry service
No ferry service is scheduled 

into Kodiak between Jan. 3 and 
March 17. Pelican will go with-
out service for all of January 
and February. 

Both the LeConte and the 
Kennicott will be in winter 

overhaul in January and Febru-
ary, leading to the even lower 
level of service systemwide 
during those months. 

Continued reductions in the 
fall/winter ferry schedule are 
making it harder — and more 
expensive — on school activi-

ties, said Bob Davis, assistant 
principal at the high school and 
middle school. 

Without a workable ferry 
schedule, the other travel op-
tions are a charter boat or flying 
for basketball, volleyball, cross 
country and wrestling teams.

Continued from page 1



Monday, Aug. 23 
Inmate booking. 
Welfare check. 
Traffic stop. 
 
Tuesday, Aug. 24 
Agency assist: Ambulance. 
Agency assist: Ambulance. 
 
Wednesday, Aug. 25 
Agency assist: Fire alarm. 
Found property. 
Driving complaint. 
Vehicle unlock. 
Assault IV/domestic violence: 
Arrested for assault 
IV/domestic violence, 
interfering with a report of 
domestic violence and 
probation violation. 
 
Thursday, Aug. 26 
Reckless driving: Citation 
issued for excessive 
acceleration. 
 
Friday, Aug. 27 
Traffic stop. 
Fire. 
Parking violation. 
Dog at large. 
 
Saturday, Aug. 28 
Agency assist: Ambulance. 
Dispute. 
Agency assist: Ambulance. 
 
Sunday, Aug. 29 
Agency assist: EMTs. 
Agency assist: Papers served.  
 
During this reporting period 
there were eight subpoenas 
served and four agency assists 
with the Hoonah Police 
Department. 

By FREDERICK OLSEN JR.  
(K’YUUHLGÁANSII) 

Sometimes a pause in the 
hustle is necessary. 

Our transboundary water-
sheds, the Taku, Stikine and 
Unuk rivers that flow from 
Northwest British Columbia 
into Southeast Alaska, face an 
onslaught of too many indus-
trial mining projects proposed 
for locations too close together 
to each other in far too sensitive 
areas. 

Those projects, and the way 
they are being approved with-
out the consent or input of 
many of those who could be 
impacted, including tribes and 
Southeast Alaskans, give many 
reasons for a pause in business 
as usual. 

After the infamous Mount 
Polley disaster of 2014, the 
British Columbia auditor gen-
eral’s report said “business as 
usual” should not continue if 
the province is to prevent such 
contamination-laden disasters 
in the future. 

Of course, business as usual 
does continue. Right now, in 

the Stikine River watershed, 
the Red Chris mine tailings 
storage facility features an 
earthen dam over half as tall as 
Seattle’s Space Needle. The 
dam needs to remain stable for 
a minimum of 250 years in 
order to keep the lake of poison 
it contains “safely managed.” 

The Kerr-Sulphurets-
Mitchell project would have 
two such lakes with each dam 
standing over 100 feet taller 
than the Space Needle. 

In 2019, British Columbia 
passed the Declaration on the 

Rights of Indigenous Peoples 
Act in order to have the United 
Nations Declaration on the 
Rights of Indigenous Peoples 
implemented throughout the 
province. In order to comply, 
B.C. must work with down-
stream Indigenous tribal gov-
ernments in Alaska on many 
transboundary issues. 

The memorandum of under-
standing signed in 2015 and the 
statement of cooperation in 
2016 by Alaska and British Co-
lumbia acknowledges the im-
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR 

This August marked the sev-
enth anniversary of the Mount 
Polley mine disaster. Mount Pol-
ley, located in British Columbia, 
is a large open-pit mine and its 
tailings dam collapsed, bringing 
significant negative impacts on 
the Quesnel Lake and Frasier 
River ecosystems, as well as local 
communities and cultures. 

Since that time, no significant 
regulatory or legal changes have 
been made in British Columbia 
to address the risks of large-scale 
mines. 

Although we do not have ju-
risdiction in B.C., we are im-
pacted by their mining policies 
and their current lack of suffi-
cient oversight of their mining 
industry. Currently, there are 26 
mines proposed, abandoned or 
operating in the headwaters of 
our shared rivers, some of which 
are owned by the same company 
that owns Mount Polley. 

Alaskans receive no direct fi-
nancial benefits  from the B.C. 
mining industry, but we do carry 
the risk of serious damage to the 
ecosystems in our rivers.  

The fishing industry is vital to 
Southeast Alaska, and we don’t 
have the luxury of taking on ad-
ditional risks. 

We are currently suffering 
from low fishing returns. The 
Unuk has already been deemed 
a stock of concern, and the Taku 
and Stikine are on the same path. 

The fishing and mariculture 
industries produce $5.6 billion in 
economic output to Alaska’s 
economy and employ almost 
60,000 workers each year. In ad-
dition to economic benefits, fish-
ing and mariculture bring 
countless other benefits to our 
communities. We need to protect 
our fishing industry. 

As an Alaska lawmaker, I 
have fought hard to bring this 
issue to the forefront. Earlier this 
year, myself and multiple other 
legislators wrote a letter to B.C. 
Premier Horgan expressing our 
concerns and requesting better 
systems in the province. We 
specifically requested binding 
international agreements, water 
and wildlife monitoring, and 
reclamation bonds. 

We have not yet heard back 
from Premier Horgan, but are 
hopeful that B.C. will open more 
lines of communication in the fu-
ture. 

Rep. Dan Ortiz 
Representing Ketchikan  

and Wrangell

FROM THE PUBLISHER
Sentinel will start paying for its mistakes

By LARRY PERSILY 
Publisher 

Life teaches us there is a price for making mis-
takes. Or least the important ones. There is no 
penalty for picking up the wrong flavor of ice 
cream at the store, other than you have to eat the 
entire half-gallon before you can go back and get 
the correct flavor. 

Actually, that sounds like a prize, not a penalty.  
I’m talking the kinds of mistakes that a lot of 

people notice or that lead to other problems. Just 
like a football team gets penalized valuable yardage 
for their blunders on the field, and the same as bank 
customers pay a fee when they mess up and 
bounce a check, so too will the Sentinel pay the con-
sequences of its mistakes. 

No, not by marking off an extra 15 yards to the 
coffee stand. More like the bounced-check fee. 

Besides for the remorse and embarrassment of 
making a mistake for hundreds of readers to see, 
the Sentinel will assess itself a penalty fee. Such as 
if we misspell name or, as we did last week, get an 
assembly vote count wrong and report that school 
opened Tuesday, when it was Monday. 

Starting immediately, every time the Sentinel 
makes a factual mistake, we will donate $50 to the 
charity of choice of the person or organization sub-
jected to our error. 

The rules are fairly minimal: The $50 can go only 
to nonprofits and community groups; not political 
causes. I’m OK paying for my mistakes, but I am 

not going to compound the error by writing a check 
to a political group. 

The penalty will be paid for errors of substance, 
such as misspelled or the wrong names, facts that 
are important in the story, anything that would 
mislead or misinform readers. Grammar errors are 
ineligible for the fee. At 70, I am still leaning the dif-
ference between affect and effect, and have not yet 
mastered the finer points of participles and modi-
fiers. 

The limit is one fee per error, even if we misspell 
a name for a family of 12 people. Sorry, but my em-
barrassment is worth only so much. 

I may adopt some other rules as this moves 
along, but I promise to get them right. Nothing 
wrongheaded.  

If you are the subject of an error, or if you are a 
better editor that week than me, you need to call it 
in within the week the paper is out. Besides for 
writing the check, we would want to print a correc-
tion in the next issue of the Sentinel. If we wait too 
long, readers may forget what it is that we are cor-
recting. 

Part of me hopes not to write any $50 checks this 
year, or any year. Mistakes weaken the credibility 
of a newspaper. And after Facebook took away 
many of our readers and advertisers, we can’t af-
ford to lose any more. 

But part of me hopes that we have a few not-too-
harmful mistakes, maybe even some funny ones. 
I’d be happy to write those checks.

EDITORIAL
This is a bad time 

to play doctor
Discussions and medical decisions about the prevention and 

treatment of COVID-19 should be based on facts, not scientifi-
cally untested and unproven rumors spread on social media. 
And certainly not on irresponsible health care advice prescribed 
by an elected official who seems to think a drug that kills worms 
in horses and cows might also destroy the coronavirus in peo-
ple. 

A polite person might say “horse feathers” to such medical 
guidance from an unlicensed politician. A not-so-nice person 
might call the Kenai Peninsula Borough mayor a horse’s rear 
end for mixing veterinary deworming with a human pandemic 
that has killed more than 430 people in Alaska, over 637,000 na-
tionwide, and about 4.5 million worldwide. 

Mayor Charlie Pierce has publicly backed ivermectin, an 
anti-parasitic deworming drug, as a potential lifesaver for 
COVID-19 patients. It’s not like he whispered his horse story — 
he broadcast it at a borough assembly meeting and then saddled 
up a week later and again defended the drug on a talk radio 
program. 

“Let the doctors experiment with perhaps some things that 
haven’t been signed off by the Food and Drug Administration,” 
Pierce said on Kenai Peninsula commercial radio station KSRM. 

The FDA has approved ivermectin in people and animals for 
use against some parasitic worms and for head lice and skin 
conditions. No manufacturer has ever asked for FDA approval 
to market the drug to treat COVID, which is a virus, not a para-
site. 

Ivermectin is “a very inexpensive medication,” Pierce said, as 
if the fact that it is cheap makes it OK. So is aspirin and Bengay, 
but neither cure COVID. 

The mayor encouraged listeners to research the drug further, 
and he unwisely directed them to a website that recommends 
ivermectin and offers prescriptions from a doctor in Texas.�If he 
had done his own research, he might have seen that the Texas 
Department of State Health Services issued a health advisory 
over the improper use of ivermectin — calls to the state’s poison 
center for people exposed to the drug are triple last year’s level. 

Even before taking to the airwaves, the mayor at a borough 
assembly meeting in August got on his high horse and criticized 
the borough-owned hospital for not offering drugs like iver-
mectin. 

Not surprisingly, livestock supply stores on the Kenai Penin-
sula have received numerous inquiries about the drug in recent 
weeks. 

Too bad all that interest in stopping COVID from sickening 
and killing people has not translated into a higher vaccination 
rate against the virus. The Kenai Peninsula has the third-worst 
vaccination rate among boroughs in the state, about 15 percent-
age points below the rate in Wrangell. The Kenai Borough’s 
COVID infection count since March 2020 is almost 11% of its 
population, more than double Wrangell’s. 

Looks like people here have more horse sense than the 
peninsula mayor. 

—Wrangell Sentinel 

B.C. needs to do more to protect 
transboundary rivers from mining

Tribes call for pause 
to mining permits 
in transboundary 
river watersheds 

Continued on page 5

Sarah Donchi, the owner 
of Kenai Feed and Supply, 
said she has received a lot of 
questions on the types of 
ivermectin she carries. 
Though she tells them it’s 
intended for animal use 
only, she said “people are 
buying it anyway.” 

The label on ivermectin 
paste at Kenai Feed said it is 
meant to treat a horse up to 
1,250 pounds. Another 
product said it is intended to 
treat cows weighing up to 
550 pounds. 

Employees at Cad-Re 
Feed in Soldotna are also 
getting inquiries about iver-
mectin “almost daily,” co-
owner Shawn Taplin told 
the Clarion. 

Taplin tells customers 
ivermectin is a drug he or-
ders from a veterinary sup-
ply company, but they still 
purchase it. “What they 
choose to do with it is up to 
them,” he said. 

Studying ivermectin as a 
COVID-19 medication has 
been mostly abandoned, ac-
cording to Dr. Coleman 
Cutchins, the state pharma-
cist with the Alaska Depart-
ment of Health and Social 
Services. 

Ivermectin can be dan-
gerous to humans if used in-
correctly, Cutchins said. 
“The doses people are trying 
to recommend are really, re-
ally high,” he said. 

Continued from page 8

Kenai  
mayorJUNEAU (AP) - The campaign aimed 

at recalling Gov. Mike Dunleavy is closing 
down, with a gubernatorial election loom-
ing next year and the group short of the 
signatures needed to force a recall vote. 

The Recall Dunleavy group said that as 
of Aug. 21 it had gathered 62,373 signa-
tures, shy of the 71,252 needed. 

Collecting signatures during the pan-
demic has been difficult, said Joelle Hall, 
a member of the group’s steering commit-
tee. 

Hall called the decision to halt the re-
call effort strategic and wise. The primary 
election for the governor’s race is just 12 
months away. 

Hall, president of the Alaska AFL-CIO 
and a veteran of state politics, said Dun-
leavy “was saved by a worldwide pan-
demic. If there hadn’t been one, he would 
already be recalled. We’ll never know that, 
but based on the zeal. ... I have never in 
my life seen anything like what was hap-
pening at the beginning of this.” 

The recall effort took off in 2019, fueled 
by public outcry over vetoes and budget 
cuts proposed by the Republican gover-
nor. While recall supporters quickly gath-
ered signatures for an initial phase, their 
application was rejected, prompting a 
legal fight the group eventually won — 
but which burned up time. 

Dunleavy later moderated or relented 
on some of the 2019 proposals and budget 
cuts. Then the pandemic made it almost 
impossible to gather recall petition signa-
tures at public events in 2020. 

The governor recently filed a letter of 
intent to seek reelection. Others who have 
announced plans to run for governor in-
clude former Gov. Bill Walker, an inde-
pendent whom Dunleavy succeeded in 
2018; and former state Rep. Les Gara, a 
Democrat. 

It was unclear how much money either 
side of the recall effort had raised because 
little public reporting was required during 
the signature-gathering phase. 

Group shuts down effort to recall Dunleavy

By SENTINEL STAFF 
The borough assembly 

has approved the sale of 
three residential lots. 

The lots are all next to 
each other on Etolin Street, 
zoned for single-family res-
idences, and each is a little 
less than half an acre in size. 

The minimum bids for 
the lots range from $28,350 
to $31,500. 

The borough will use the 
Public Surplus website — a 
nationwide commercial op-
eration that specializes in 
selling government prop-
erty — to auction the lots, 
just as it recently did for the 
unused armory on Second 

Avenue, which reverted 
back to the borough after 
the Army National Guard 
closed down its operations. 

The borough will list the 
lots at a minimum bid of 
90% of their appraised 
value. The assembly ap-
proved the sale at its Aug. 
24 meeting. 

“They are staying as resi-
dential lots. There will be 
some added costs for utility 
connections,” said Eco-
nomic Development Direc-
tor Carol Rushmore.  

Rushmore said the lots 
would likely be put up for 
auction the first week of 
September. 

Borough will sell 3 residential lots

By LARRY PERSILY 
Sentinel writer 

The borough assembly has 
approved a zoning amendment 
that opens the possibility for 
condominiums past the ceme-
tery out to the end of city water 
and sewer services. 

The amendment adds con-
dominiums as an allowable 
conditional use in the Rural 
Residential 1 zoning district, if 
municipal water and sewer 
service is available to ensure en-
vironmental controls over 
waste disposal from the multi-
ple housing units. 

The change “provides an-
other development option,” 
Carol Rushmore, Wrangell’s 
zoning administrator, wrote in 
her presentation for the Aug. 24 

assembly meeting, where mem-
bers approved the change. 

“Roadhouse Condominiums 
has been a successful venture 
such that additional similar de-
velopments could be appropri-
ate,” wrote Rushmore, who also 
serves as Wrangell’s economic 
development director. The 
Roadhouse units are the only 
condos in town, she said. 

“There have been a couple of 
basic inquiries over the years 
about what it would take to 
construct condos.” 

The borough planning and 
zoning commission had recom-
mended the change in 
Wrangell’s zoning laws. 

Condominiums are multi-
unit housing developments 
where residents own their own 

unit and the condo association 
usually owns the land and com-
mon areas, such as driveways. 

“Any proposal, if the condo-
minium use is approved, would 
be reviewed on its own merit 
looking at lot size, number of 
units, parking, storage and 
other shared spaces as desig-
nated within the application,” 
Rushmore explained in her 
presentation for the assembly. 

A conditional-use permit re-
quires public notice and a hear-
ing by the planning and zoning 
commission. 

The zoning change meets 
the community’s comprehen-

sive plan objectives of support-
ing “a range of housing 
types/living arrangements 
over time in Wrangell, south of 
town along Zimovia High-
way.” 

Though the zoning change 
allows condominiums as far 
south as McCormack Creek, the 
requirement of city water and 
sewer services stops the option 
at about 6-Mile, unless the util-
ity lines are extended. 

Land south of the cemetery 
to McCormack Creek primarily 
is zoned RR1. There are no 
other Rural Residential 1 lands 
in Wrangell, Rushmore said. 

Zoning amendment allows condos past cemetery

Classified ads in the Sentinel 
are now free for  

individuals and nonprofits

Call Amber at 874-2301 or email wrgsent@gmail.com

YOU CAN'T BEAT FREE

Whether you are  
selling,  
buying,  

borrowing,  
loaning,  
holding  

a garage sale  
or a fundraiser,  

THE ADS ARE FREE

Limited to 30 words and two weeks in the paper

Police report

Work almost done on $40 million 
Kake road to other side of island

By THE PETERSBURG PILOT 
Completion of the 37-mile, 

$40 million Kake Access Project 
is expected mid-October, pro-
viding road access from the 
community on the west side of 
Kupreanof Island to a boat 
launch ramp on the northeast-
ern shore, about a dozen miles 
north of Petersburg. 

The work, which was funded 
by a 2012 legislative appropria-
tion, includes almost six miles of 
new roadway, 21 miles of im-
proving existing unpaved log-
ging roads, and building the 
boat launch facility on Frederick 
Sound near the mouth of 
Twelvemile Creek. 

“Overall, our goal is to make 
this route an easily traversable 
one, so to do that we have en-
hanced some existing roads by 
grading them and putting on 
new surface,” said Garrett Paul, 
project manager at the Alaska 
Department of Transportation. 

The road would provide a 
closer link between Kake, a 
community of about 600, and 
Petersburg, which is on Mitkof 
Island. 

“The overall project purpose 
is to provide year-round surface 

transportation access on Kupre-
anof Island between the com-
munity of Kake and a new boat 
launch on the eastern shore of 
Kupreanof Island,” according to 
the Department of Transporta-
tion project description. 

The road will provide public 
access to lands along the route 
and create “an additional access 
point to navigable waters on 
Frederick Sound.” 

Now that road work is nearly 
complete, Paul said the contrac-
tor is focusing on finishing the 
boat ramp and building a park-
ing lot next to it. 

A temporary bridge is in 
place at Twelvemile Creek while 
waiting on delivery of a new 
bridge that is being manufac-
tured down south, Paul said. 
The permanent structure is ex-
pected to arrive on site in early 
September. 

“We are improving the exist-
ing bridges that were out there, 
they were showing their age but 
we’re trying to bring them up to 
safety standards and allow them 
to be used well into the future,” 
Paul said. 

Kiewit Infrastructure West is 
the contractor on the job. 

OPINION



By SENTINEL STAFF 
Amid the recent surge in 

COVID-19 cases in town, 
Wrangell schools opened for 
classes on Monday with sev-
eral measures in place to help 
protect students, staff and the 
community from further 
spread of the virus. 

Those measures include 
face masks, sanitation clean-
ing, improved ventilation, dis-
tancing between students 
whenever possible, and poli-
cies for students and staff who 
travel out of town. 

“It had been our hope that 
we would have been able to 
start the year with less restric-
tions, but the current COVID-
19 variants (Delta especially, 
which is 97% of the positive 
cases in Alaska at this time) 
have expanded our level of 
caution in Wrangell to a 

greater level than we once be-
lieved would have been 
needed,” Schools Superintend-
ent Bill Burr wrote in a letter to 
the community last month. 

“This variant has been 
shown to spread easier and be-
tween all groups regardless of 
age or vaccination.” 

The district took last year’s 
COVID-19 mitigation plan, 
“condensed the information 
into a slimmer and more 
clearly stated ‘Start Strong’ 
plan,” Burr wrote. 

That includes: 
• Face masks for all stu-

dents, staff and guests when in 
school buildings. “During out-
door school activities, masks 
are required if unable to social 
distance.” 

• Hand sanitizer will be 
available in classrooms, and 
electrostatic sprayers to kill the 
virus will be used daily. 

• Improved ventilation and 
air filters, with additional air 
purifiers in some locations. 

• Students will be grouped 
in class at tables and desks at 
least 3-feet apart whenever 
possible. 

• Last year’s one-way hall-
way traffic will return to regu-
lar hallway use, “but staff and 
students are still encouraged 
to social distance, and lockers 
will be allotted upon request.” 

• Lunch will return to its 
regular schedule, including a 
single lunch period at the mid-
dle and high schools. Seating 
in the lunch areas will be set 
up for social distancing. 

• Vaccinated students and 

staff returning from travel 
should test on their return 
Wrangell, but then may return 
to school while waiting for 
their test results and should 
follow social-distancing poli-
cies. 

• Unvaccinated students 
and staff should test upon 
their return to town and quar-
antine. They should take a sec-
ond test at five days after their 
return, and if that comes back 
negative they may return to 
school if they are not showing 
any symptoms of COVID. In 
lieu of a second test, they may 
return to school after 10 days 
in quarantine, as long as they 
are not showing any symp-
toms. 

Many school districts in 
Alaska have retained their re-
quired face mask policies from 
last year, though not three of 
the largest: Masking is not re-
quired in the Matanuska-
Susitna Borough, Kenai 
Peninsula Borough and Fair-
banks North Star Borough. 

After an outbreak of cases 
last week at Butte Elementary 
School, the Mat-Su School Dis-
trict closed Butte to students 
and switched to 100% remote 
learning, at least for this week. 

The district reported 153 
cases in the first eight days of 
classes at all its facilities. 

The Nanwalek School near 
Homer on the Kenai Peninsula 
went to 100% remote learning 
last week, but was scheduled 
to reopen its classrooms this 
week. 

MOVING SALE 
Saturday from 1 p.m. to 3 p.m., 

932 Ash St. If you show up 
early, all prices double. 

HELP WANTED 
Wrangell Head Start is hiring for 
a classroom cook. For more 
information call 874-2455. 
 

FOR SALE 
19-foot Glasply, 225 Merc EFI, 
trailer, downriggers, hydraulic 
steering, extras, $8,500. Call 907-
660-7400. 
 

FOR SALE 
Remote property, Thoms Place 
subdivision, South Wrangell 
Island. 1.88 acres, waterfront. 
Call 907-321-3240. 
 

FOR SALE 
17-½ foot Lund, 115-hp Mercury 
outboard and easy-loader trailer  
$3,500. Call 907-518-1417. 
 

FREE 
Recycled newspapers. Stop by 
the Sentinel to pick some up. 
 

FREE ADS 
Do you have something to sell? 
Having a garage sale? Looking to 
buy something? Classified ads 
for individuals and community 
groups are free in the Sentinel. 
Contact Amber at 874-2301 or 
email wrgsent@gmail.com. 
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CLASSIFIED/LEGALS

Corrections 
The Sentinel incorrectly 

reported Aug. 26 that the 
borough assembly had 
voted unanimously to reject 
a face mask mandate to help 
stem the spread of COVID-
19 infections. The vote was 
6-1. Assemblymember Ryan 
Howe voted yes. 

—- 
The Sentinel incorrectly 

reported Aug. 26 that the 
first day of classes at 
Wrangell schools would be 
Tuesday, Aug. 31. It was 
Monday. 

Schools start with similar 
COVID plan as last year 

Wrangell’s newest teacher, Ann Hilburn.

Newest faculty will teach special  
education, American Sign Language

By LARRY PERSILY 
Sentinel writer 

Ann Hilburn and her husband had driven from Mississippi 
to Bellingham, Washington, to catch the ferry for her new job at 
Wrangell Public Schools. They made the 2,700-mile drive in four 
days. “It was long days,” she said. 

“The day we pulled off the ferry with our U-Haul and our 
pickup truck,” the schools superintendent, principal and special 
education coordinator had planned to meet the couple at the 
terminal. But the ferry was early, and the welcoming committee 
missed the rendezvous. 

“They had come to help us 
unload,” Hilburn said of the 
group, which changed direc-
tion and headed right over to 
the apartment and went to 
work unloading. 

“That speaks volumes of 
the community,” Hilburn 
said at the high school last 
week as she was getting 
ready for the start of classes. 

Hilburn — Wrangell’s only new teacher this year — is the 
special education teacher for the high school and middle school, 
and also will teach American Sign Language. 

“It’s no harder than learning any other foreign language,” 
she said, noting that 11 or 12 high school students had signed 
up for the class as of last week. 

That doesn’t mean it’s easy. “If any are taking it because it’s 
a soft class, they will be sorely disappointed,” she said. 

Her first college degree was in education of the deaf, which 
she earned at Southern Mississippi University. She has taught 
hearing-impaired students for years. 

Hilburn later earned a master’s degree in education admin-
istration at a university in Illinois. 

She has taught in Mississippi, Texas and Idaho, in addition 
to three different jobs in Alaska: The Lower Yukon School Dis-
trict; then Gustavus, where she also served as principal; and An-
goon, where she was superintendent. 

Back in Mississippi, she took a year off and was planning to 
retire when the Wrangell School District saw her profile online 
and called. “They talked me into it,” she said, smiling with the 
eagerness of starting a new school year. 

Wrangell is by far the largest town in Alaska she has worked 
in, adding that she and her husband enjoy hiking and already 
have been on the Mt. Dewey, petroglyphs and nature trails, with 
Rainbow Falls next on their agenda — plus they got in some 
berry picking — in just the first few weeks in town. 

As the high school and middle school special ed teacher, 
Hilburn will work with students who need extra help in school 
and with life skills, she explained. She will work with the dis-
trict’s special education coordinator, Ryan Howe. 

Of the 16 high school and middle school students in the spe-
cial education program, five need one-on-one help, Hilburn 
said. She has four assistants, with two more positions unfilled. 
Experience is helpful, but not required. The district will provide 
training, she said. 

“I could not do this job without assistants,” Hilburn said. 
“Two more would make a tremendous difference.” 

Wrangell is not alone with empty jobs. There is a nationwide 
shortage of special ed assistants, she said. 

Call the 
Sentinel 

at  907 874 2301
“It’s no harder 

than learning any 
other foreign  
language” 

- Ann Hilburn, 

PHOTO BY LARRY PERSILY/ WRANGELL SENTINEL
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Sept. 1, 1921 
The Zillah May sank off 

Strait Island on the evening of 
March 31. It was towed into 
port Monday night and is lying 
in the harbor, awaiting further 
attention from the local men 
who undertook to raise her. It 
will not be decided definitely 
what will be done with her 
until an examination reveals 
just what shape she is in.  
The men who were 
instrumental in raising her 
were Chas. Benjamin, Heinie 
Heinbockel and Charlie  
Lynch. They had been at work 
at the scene of the wreck for 
several weeks and had a  
diver from Juneau assisting 
them at first. The Zillah May, 
held afloat by logs and air 
drums, her masts above water, 
was towed in by the  
Sunland. She required a depth 
of 20 feet of water. Except for 
delays caused by the tide, the 
journey was continuous night 
and day.  

 

Aug. 30, 1946 
Although seine and trap 

catches continue to be 
extremely poor throughout the 
district, Fisheries Management 
Agent Howard Baltzo today 
said things do not look at  
all bad in the troll and river 
gillnet fisheries. He said  
king salmon are continuing to 
be caught in good numbers at 
many of the trolling  
grounds. Coho trolling at Cape 
Pole has been good since last 
week, and the fishing that 
Point Baker has enjoyed 
through most of this month 
really became “hot” on 
Wednesday as the outside fish 
moved in, he said. Baltzo 
reported that the first heavy 
coho run of the season hit the 
Stikine River on Tuesday, with 
the gillnetters catching 35,000 
pounds that day and 55,000 the 
next. Indications for a 
successful coho season are 
good, Baltzo concluded. 

 
Sept. 3, 1971 
Wrangell entered the fifth 

month of the 1971 tour ship 
season this week. The Greek 
ship Orepheus and the 
Canadian ships Prince George 
and Princess Patricia have 
made 45 stops at the Wrangell 
Wharf during the season so far 
and nearly 10,000 tourists saw 
the town. Wrangell’s famous 
welcoming band upheld its 
record and met each ship. The 
band even boarded a barge on 
June 25 to travel out into 
Zimovia Strait and serenade 
hundreds of passengers 
aboard the British tour ship 
Arcadia, which sailed past the 
town but did not stop. 
Meanwhile, the band members 
are taking stock of funds they 
have collected from 

appreciative tourists this year 
to see if there is enough to take 
them on a trip to Hawaii for 
their traditional holiday after 
their summer of performances. 

 
Sept. 5, 1996 
Ever since the city council 

chamber got its blue, 
upholstered chairs this spring, 
sitting through two- and three-
hour meetings has become a 
lot more comfortable. Where 
did the chairs come from, and 
why weren’t they put here 
sooner? For being mere 
furniture, the chairs are 
remarkably well traveled. Yes, 
they used to belong to a movie 
theater — the 49th Star 
Theater, operated by Dick 
Ballard from 1958 to the early 
1970s. Ballard started his 
theater in the old high school 
gym, leasing the building from 
the city. To outfit his new 
theater, he bought some used 
equipment from the Green 
Lake Theater in Seattle. In 
1962, Ballard purchased a 
building on Front Street. When 
he moved his theater to the 
new location, he donated the 
wooden theater seats to the 
Baptist Church. Recently, 
church members remodeled 
their building and called the 
Wrangell Museum about 
taking the theater chairs.  
With little storage space 
available, Bob Caldwell was 
given the chore of finding a 
place to put them. The 
suggestion to substitute them 
for the folding metal chairs in 
council chambers won 
approval from the mayor and 
other council members, and 
seems to have found favor 
with audience members, as 
well.  Now, if there was only 
some popcorn. 

 

The Way We Were  
In the Sentinel 100, 75, 50 and 25 years ago.

 

          TIDES

All times listed are scheduled departure times. 
Call the terminal at 874-2021 for information 

or call 874-3711 or 800-642-0066 for recorded information. 

Senior Center Menu 
Open for in-person dining.  
Must be fully vaccinated.

Ferry Schedule

 

     High Tides                Low Tides
             AM         PM                   AM                 PM
            Time     Ft      Time      Ft      Time     Ft     Time    Ft

Sept. 2     11:05     11.9    10:43    14.1    04:25    2.5    04:23    6.0 
Sept. 3     11:52     13.0    11:33    15.1    05:21    1.3    05:23    5.0  
Sept. 4      . . .         . . .     12:32    14.2    06:04    0.2    06:08    3.7  
Sept. 5     00:17     16.1    01:07    15.2    06:40   -0.8    06:46    2.5 
Sept. 6     00:57     16.9    01:39    16.1    07:13   -1.5    07:22    1.4  
Sept. 7     01:35     17.4    02:11    16.8    07:45   -1.7    07:58    0.4 
Sept. 8     02:13     17.5    02:42    17.3    08:18   -1.7    08:35   -0.4 

Daylight         
Hours
Date    Sunrise  Sunset    Hours 
Sept. 2  5:55a       7:40p      13:45h 
Sept. 3  5:57a       7:38p      13:40h 
Sept. 4  5:59a       7:35p      13:35h 
Sept. 5  6:01a       7:32p      13:31h 
Sept. 6  6:03a       7:30p      13:26h 
Sept. 7  6:05a       7:27p      13:21h 
Sept. 8  6:07a       7:24p      13:17h

September 2-September 8

The Sentinel extends its best wishes to the following people 
listed on the Wrangell Chamber of Commerce Community 
Scholarship Birthday Calendar. 

 
Thursday, Sept. 2: Clara Haley, Laura Holder, Ryan 

Jabusch, Kameron Stough. 
Friday, Sept. 3: Janice Churchill, Shailyn M. Nelson, 

Colby Danielle Nore, Tasha Peterman. 
Saturday, Sept. 4: Rynda Hayes, Kenny Speers; 

Anniversary: Glenn and Rebecca Smith. 
Sunday, Sept. 5: Sandra Byrd, Helen Keller, Devan 

Massin, Randy Oliver, Jason Rooney, Luke Steele; 
Anniversary: Matt and Margo Walker-Scott. 

Monday, Sept. 6: Phil Carey, Luke Feuerhelm, A. Dan 
Nore, Casey Shilts; Anniversary: Jeremy and Brandy Grina. 

Tuesday, Sept. 7: Chris Versteeg, Clara Waddington, 
Mathias Wiedersphon; Anniversary: Colin and Erin 
Anderson. 

Wednesday, Sept. 8: Leroy Travers, Maxi Wiederspohn, 
Peggy Wilson. 

Thursday, Sept. 9: Josh Blatchley, Jasmine Clyburn, Mario 
Marie Ellsworth, Hope Miller, Andrew Scambler, Jody 
Waddington.

Birthdays & Anniversaries

WRANGELL PARKS AND REC is seeking volunteer coaches to help ensure youth athletes have 
a fun season of skills and drills, scrimmages and games. The season runs mid-September through 
early November for kindergarten through fifth grades. Volunteers must pass a background check, 
commit to 2.5 hours weeknights per week — and it’s important to have a general knowledge of 
the sport. Call 874-2444. 
 
NOLAN CENTER THEATER  presents “Free Guy,” rated PG-13,  at 7 p.m. Friday, Saturday and 
Sunday. Tickets are $7 for adults, $5 for children under age 12, for the action, comedy, and sci-fi 
film that runs one hour and 55 minutes. Children under 12 must be accompanied by an adult.  
 
BRAVE has postponed its fourth annual Family Resilience Fair to Oct. 16 at the Nolan Center. (It 
had been planned for Sept. 11, but will be delayed due to COVID safety concerns.) Come learn 
how your community can help your family. Contact: BRAVE.Wrangell@gmail.com or 907-204-
0530.  
 
Want more attendance at your meeting or event? Send information for Roundup to wrgsent@gmail.com or 

call 874-2301. Or go to the Sentinel website, click on the Calendar tab, and submit your entry online. 
 
 
  
PARKS and RECREATION www.wrangellrec.com 
Open swim is open by appointment, at reduced capacity. Locker rooms are available. 

Arthritis class, 8:30 - 9:30 a.m., Monday, Wednesday, Friday 
Lap swim, 6 - 7:30 a.m. Monday, Wednesday, Friday 
Lap/tot swim, 11:30 a.m. - 1 p.m., weekdays, 5:15 - 6:15 p.m. Tuesday, Thursday,  and 11 a.m. to 
12:30 p.m. Saturday 
Open swim, 5:30 - 7 p.m. Monday and Wednesday;  6:30 - 8 p.m. Friday; 1 - 2 p.m. Saturday 
Water aerobics class, 10 - 11 a.m. Monday, Wednesday, Friday 

 
Weight room available by appointment and at reduced capacity: 

6 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. and 3:30 - 7:30 p.m. Monday through Thursday; 6 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. and 3:30 - 
8:30 p.m. Friday; 10 a.m. - 2:30 p.m. Saturday 

 
AA Meetings: North Star Group meets from 7 to 8 p.m. Tuesdays and Fridays, St. Philip’s 
Episcopal Church

Wrangell Roundup:  
Special Events

Friday, Sept. 3 
Baked fish, steamed greens,  
calico corn salad, noodles 

Monday, Sept. 6 
Closed for Labor Day 

Tuesday, Sept. 7 
Sweet and sour spareribs, green beans,  

salad, rice 
Wednesday, Sept. 8 

Baked chicken, broccoli, carrot pineapple salad,  
au gratin potatoes 
Thursday, Sept. 9 

Roast beef with gravy, spinach, fruit slaw,  
mashed potatoes 

Please call the senior center at 874-2066 by 2 p.m.  
the day prior to reserve a seat at lunch at  

the center or to request delivery. 
The senior van also is available to transport seniors  

to medical appointments,  
reasonable errands such as collecting mail,  

getting prescriptions or other essential items.

Northbound Southbound 
Friday, Sept. 3                          Monday, Sept. 6 
Matanuska, 4:45 p.m.              Matanuska, 6:30 a.m. 
Friday, Sept. 10                        Monday, Sept. 13 
Matanuska, 4:15 p.m.              Matanuska, 6:30 a.m. 
Friday, Sept. 17                        Monday, Sept. 20 
Matanuska, 4:45 p.m.               Matanuska, 6:30 a.m. 
Friday, Sept. 24 Monday, Sept. 27 
Matanuska, 3:45 p.m. Matanuska, 7 a.m. 
Monday, Oct. 4 Wednesday, Oct. 13 
Kennicott, noon Kennicott, 9:30 p.m. 

Continuing Events

Alaska’s 2021 salmon harvest 
has blown past the forecast and 
by last Friday had topped 201 
million fish, well above the 190 
million projected at the start of 
the season. 

The catch was bolstered by a 
surge of pink salmon to the three 
top-producing regions: Prince 
William Sound, Southeast and 
Kodiak, combined with strong 
landings of sockeyes. 

“Pink salmon runs are over 
95% complete, based on average 
run timing. Effort drops off 
quickly this late in the season, so 
it is difficult to predict where that 
harvest will end up,” said Forrest 
Bowers, deputy director of the 
Commercial Fisheries Division at 
the Alaska Department of Fish 
and Game. 

“My guess is up to another 
half million late-run sockeye 
salmon and perhaps 10 million 
pink salmon will be harvested. If 
that occurs, we will end up with 
around 143 million pink salmon, 
54 million sockeye, and 207 mil-
lion total salmon harvested.” 

Bowers said 2021 could end 
up being the sixth-largest sock-
eye and sixth- or seventh-largest 
pink salmon harvest on record. 

Pinks are the bread-and-but-
ter catch for Alaska salmon fish-
ermen. At Prince William Sound, 
which had a catch forecast of 
about 25 million pinks, nearly 62 
million had crossed the docks. 

“Wild stocks are returning 
stronger than anticipated (to 
PWS) given the uncertainty 
about spawning success from the 
2019 parent year which was neg-
atively impacted by drought 
conditions,” said the weekly 
ADF&G in-season summary. 

Southeast Alaska pink land-
ings had topped 40 million on a 
forecast of 28 million fish. At Ko-
diak, the pink harvest was on 
target to reach 22 million. The 
Alaska Peninsula also has had a 
strong catch nearing 11 million 
humpies. 

The bigger catches combined 

with increased prices for all 
salmon will mean a nice payday 
for Alaska fishermen, well above 
the $295 million from the 2020 
season. 

Base prices for pinks were av-
eraging 35 cents a pound, up a 
nickel from last year when the 
catch totaled about $62 million. 

Sockeye base prices, which 
last year averaged just 76 cents a 
point, were at $1.25 to fishermen 
at Bristol Bay, making that catch 
worth $231 million to fishermen. 
The value will increase substan-
tially as bonuses and other prices 
adjustments are added in. 

Base prices for sockeyes at 
Kodiak were reported at $1.45 to 
$1.50 and $1.75 at Southeast. 

For the other salmon species, 
chum catches had picked up and 
were nearing nine million on a 
forecast calling for 15.3 million. 
At Kodiak the base price for 
chums had doubled to 50 cents a 
pound, and nearly doubled to 85 
cents in at Southeast. 

Coho catches typically near 
their peak around this time and 
a statewide catch of 3.8 million is 
predicted. For Chinook salmon, 
the catch had topped 204,000 out 
of a projected 296,000 kings. 

The Southeast fleet of 713 
trollers was averaging $6.68 per 
pound for Chinook, compared to 
$5.07 last year. Troll-caught 
cohos were fetching a whopping 
$2.84 per pound, and $1.03 for 
chums, according to the state.  

 
Cod catch shares 

Fishery managers are set to 
implement a catch-share pro-
gram for cod trawlers in the 
Bering Sea. Shares would be di-
vided up based on harvest his-
tory over certain years. 

The goal is to make the fish-
ery safer and more valuable, and 
to end the race for cod that re-
sults in high bycatch levels of un-
wanted species. 

The measure has the support 
of the Seattle-based trade group 
United Catcher Boats that repre-

sents over 70 trawlers, and the 
Pacific Seafood Processors Asso-
ciation that includes eight shore-
side processing companies. 

A low of 29 trawl boats and a 
high of 69 fished for Bering Sea 
cod each year from 2004 to 2020, 
according to a report by the 
North Pacific Fishery Manage-
ment Council that oversees 
Alaska fisheries from three to 200 
miles offshore. 

Documents will be posted to 
the NPFMC website and public 
comments will be accepted Sept. 
17-29. A final decision will be 
made at the management council 
meeting Oct. 10-15 in Anchorage. 

 
Fukushima water release 
Tokyo Electric Power Co. 

(TEPCO) plans to meet with fish-
ing communities before finaliz-
ing its plans to release 250 
million gallons of treated but still 
radioactive water into the Pacific 
Ocean within two years. The 
water has been stored in massive 
tanks at TEPCO’s Fukushima 
nuclear plant that was badly 
damaged by an earthquake in 
2011. 

The water, which was con-
taminated by melted uranium 
fuel from damaged reactors and 
is stored in huge holding tanks, 
is enough to fill 500 Olympic-
sized swimming pools. TEPCO 
said it costs about 100 billion yen 
($910 million) to treat and store 
the water, and “space is running 
out so it needs to release it to the 
ocean.” 

The company plans to dilute 
the water more than 100 times 
with seawater to ensure it is 
within regulatory limits on radi-
ation before pumping it through 
a tunnel under the seabed to a 
discharge point less than one 
mile offshore. 

The Japanese government in 
April called it “the most practical 
solution” and said “it will do its 
utmost to provide compensation 
to fishermen for any damages.” 

Alaska salmon catch exceeds pre-season forecast

Alaska Fish Factor By LAINE�WELCH Fisheries columnist

ANCHORAGE (AP) - The 
Alaska Federation of Natives has 
postponed its annual convention 
because of a rise in COVID-19 
cases in the state, the organiza-
tion said. 

The convention has tradition-
ally been the largest gathering of 
Alaska Natives in the state. It 
had been scheduled for Oct. 21-
23 but is now delayed until mid-
December in Anchorage, the 
organization said in a statement 
Aug. 24. 

The federation’s board of di-
rectors cited a rise in COVID-19 
cases and hospitalizations 
statewide and the increasing 
pressure placed on Alaska’s lim-
ited health care system. 

Organizers said they will con-
tinue planning for an in-person 
convention at the Dena’ina Con-
vention Center in downtown 
Anchorage with a virtual option. 
However, the statement said the 
board will make a decision by 
mid-October on whether to 
maintain the in-person part. 

“The high-risk factors of hold-
ing a 5,000-person indoor meet-
ing, with delegates coming in 
from across Alaska, make an in-
person October gathering out of 
the question,” Alaska Federation 

of Natives President Julie Kitka 
said in the statement. 

She said the economic impact 
of the pandemic on businesses 
and individuals continues to be 
felt. And when events like the 
federation’s annual convention 
are turned virtual, there are neg-
ative economic impacts for 
everyone, including the host city. 

“We are working to avoid that 
if we can, though our top priority 
remains the health and safety of 
our delegates and other partici-
pants,” Kitka said. 

One notable celebration this 
year will be the observation of 
the 50th anniversary of the 
Alaska Native Claims Settlement 
Act. 

The act was the largest land 
settlement in the nation’s history 
when President Richard Nixon 
signed it into law Dec. 18, 1971, 
and settled Indigenous land 
claims in Alaska. 

“Postponing until December 
provides us an opportunity to 
gather in person on the 50th an-
niversary of ANCSA, but it all 
hinges on everyone’s willingness 
and ability to get vaccinated,” 
said Sealaska chairman and 
Alaska Federation of Natives co-
chair Joe Nelson. 

AFN postpones annual 
convention due to COVID

ANCHORAGE (AP) - Pilots 
reported low clouds the morning 
a sightseeing plane crashed near 
Ketchikan, killing all six people 
on board, according to a federal 
report released Aug. 25. 

The National Transportation 
Safety Board released the prelim-
inary report into the Aug. 5 crash 
of a plane that was carrying five 
tourists off a cruise ship and the 
pilot. The report did not include 
details such as a probable cause, 
which are typically released 

much later. 
The floatplane hit heavily 

wooded, mountainous terrain as 
the plane was returning to the 
Ketchikan harbor from a trip to 
Misty Fjords National Monu-
ment, the report said. 

The accident site was 18 miles 
northeast of Ketchikan. 

The plane initially hit a tree 
about 435 feet from the site 
where the main wreckage was 
found. The de Havilland Beaver 
was owned by Southeast Avia-
tion. 

The report said other pilots 
who were conducting passenger 
flights that morning said there 
were low clouds in the valley 
where the accident occurred. 

Pilots who assisted in the 
search for the plane said the 
weather was overcast, and the 
mountain tops were obscured. 

The clouds were as low as 600 
feet to 800 feet in some places, in-
cluding the valley where the ac-
cident occurred, the report said. 

Initial report cites low clouds 
in area of flightseeing crash

SITKA (AP) - The Sitka city as-
sembly has authorized a 20-year 
lease of land to a Native corpora-
tion for a “cultural and recreation 
attraction” for visitors, particu-
larly cruise ship visitors docking 
at the nearby Sitka Sound Cruise 
Terminal. 

The assembly, voting 5-2, ap-
proved leasing 17 acres to Shee 
Atiká, which plans to work with 
another company, Adventure 
Sitka, to develop the land with at-
tractions such as zip lines, nature 
trails, a salmon bake and a canoe 
launch. 

The land is between the ferry 
terminal and the cruise terminal. 
Chris McGraw, who owns the 
terminal and manages Adven-
ture Sitka, said development of 

the property will be an important 
part of handling an expected in-
crease in cruise passengers to the 
community. 

“The key to over-tourism is 
good distribution of guests,” Mc-
Graw said at the Aug. 24 assem-
bly meeting. 

Karl Potts, CEO of Shee Atiká, 
said the lease would generate 
$300,000 and $400,000 a year for 
the city. 

The development will pay 
Sitka an annual $60,000 lease fee, 
plus $4 per visitor. The rates will 
increase over the term of the 
lease. 

Adventure Sitka and Shee 
Atiká were the only bidders to a 
city request for proposals to buy 
or lease the property. 

Sitka leases land for cruise 
ship ‘recreation attraction’
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Baylee Daugherty (left) gives a COVID-safe high five to as-
sistant principal Jenn Miller-Yancey as the fourth grader 
walks into the building for the first day of school Monday. 
Claire Rooney (above), also in fourth grade, was among the 
students who arrived shortly before 8 a.m. at Evergreen El-
ementary School for the start of classes. Schools Superin-
tendent Bill Burr reported the district started with 242 
students enrolled as of Monday, close to the budget projec-
tion of 259 and a substantial boost from last year’s pan-
demic-inflicted low of 200.

By LARRY PERSILY 
Sentinel writer 

The Alaska Marine High-
way System fall/winter sched-
ule is online and open for 
reservations, but don’t look for 
too many sailings into Wrangell 
in October and November. A 
state ferry will pull into town 
just six times over the two 
months. 

But it will be more service 
than the community received 
last year. 

The Kennicott will make 
two northbound and two 
southbound stops in Wrangell 
in October, and just two south-
bound stops — nothing north-
bound — during November. 

The Matanuska, which usu-
ally calls on Wrangell once a 

week in each direction, will be 
out of service for winter over-
haul during those two months. 
The ferry system is using the 
Kennicott to cover Southeast, 
while also serving Prince 
William Sound and Kodiak, 
cutting into its time for South-
east port calls. 

By the second week of De-
cember, the schedule shows 
Wrangell back to its usual 
Matanuska stops, northbound 
on Fridays and southbound on 
Mondays every week. 

The community will get a 
bonus December through 
April, when the Matanuska, 
one week a month, will skip its 
long run to Bellingham, Wash-
ington, going only as far south 
as Ketchikan and spending 

more time in Southeast. During 
that week each month, 
Wrangell will see the 
Matanuska twice in each direc-
tion. 

Last winter, Wrangell re-
ceived one northbound ferry 
stop in all of November 2020, 
and none in December, with 
just one southbound stop in 
January this year. 

The state last week released 
the schedule for Oct. 1 to April 
30, opening the sailings for 
reservations. 

Budget cuts that have led to 
pulling ships out of service to 
save money and maintenance 
issues with the older vessels 
have cut deeply into the ferry 
schedule in recent years. 

Reduced ferry service in October, November
By SENTINEL STAFF 

Marc Lutz started work this week as editor at the 
Wrangell Sentinel, and the Central California transplant will 
be doing more than writing stories about the community. 

“Marc is an accomplished photographer and skilled in 
page layout software, which means sometime this fall the 
Sentinel will bring back all its production in-house rather 
than contracting with the Petersburg newspaper for the de-
sign work,” said Sentinel owner and publisher Larry Persily. 

“A major objective when I bought the Sentinel in January 
was to rebuild its presence in the community, and Marc’s ar-
rival will be a big part of that,” Persily said. 

Lutz will join office manager Amber Armstrong in the 
Sentinel’s downtown storefront, with an additional reporter 
scheduled to start work by the end of September. 

“With three full-time staffers in Wrangell, the Sentinel 
should be able to provide the town the news coverage and 
advertising services it needs and deserves,” said Persily, who 
will continue to write and edit for the newspaper. 

Lutz, and his wife, Melinda, arrived in Wrangell aboard 

New editor starts work at Sentinel

Continued on page 5

By LARRY PERSILY 
Sentinel writer 

Almost 12,000 COVID-19 
cases were reported around the 
state in August, the most since 
last fall, with some schools 
starting to close to in-person 
learning in only the first week 
or two of classes. 

Alaska set a record for hos-

pitalizations on Tuesday, with 
152 COVID patients under 
care. 

Wrangell also had a record 
COVID month, with 48 new in-
fections reported in the com-
munity, more than one-third of 
all cases since the pandemic 
tally started in March 2020. 

The community is trying to 

stem the surge. “We have lots 
of people getting preventive 
testing,” Borough Manager 
Lisa Von Bargen said Monday. 
That includes residents who 
are not showing symptoms but 
are deciding to get checked 
anyway, and are going to the 
airport for the free COVID 
nose-swab tests offered twice a 

day. 
The state-funded tests, ad-

ministered by the SouthEast 
Alaska Regional Health Con-
sortium, are contracted to run 
through the end of September, 
Von Bargen said. Though the 
state has extended its airport 
testing contracts in the past. 

In addition to more people 

getting tested, “we have lots of 
businesses reaching out” for 
the free face masks and hand 
sanitizer the borough is offer-
ing, Von Bargen said. Borough 
staff will deliver. Requests can 
be emailed to 
travel@wrangell.com. 

Amid the late-summer 

Wrangell trying to stem rising COVID case count

Continued on page 12
PHOTO BY MARC LUTZ/ WRANGELL SENTINEL

End-of-summer sunshine
The view from the water, pulling into Heritage Harbor on Monday, showed just how good it 
can look when the sun is out, the skies are blue, and the clouds are reflected in the water.

surge in infections, more peo-
ple are deciding it’s time to get 
vaccinated. The rate of 
Wrangell residents eligible for 
a vaccine who have received at 
least their first dose has 
climbed from 60% to 65% over 
the past two months. 

Though ahead of the 
statewide rate by a few per-
centage points, Wrangell still is 
sbehind the national rate of 
72%. 

In addition to more often 
rolling up their sleeves for vac-
cinations and tilting their head 
back for COVID tests, Wrangell 
is responding by canceling 
public events to reduce the risk 
of spreading infections. 

The borough has issued a 
public “thank you” for organi-
zations that have canceled or 
postponed events to keep the 
community safer, ranging from 
a moving sale to a chamber of 
commerce luncheon. 

“Let’s be vigilant a little bit 
longer,” Von Bargen said. 

That vigilance is particularly 
important now that classes 
have started, she said. Students 
— many of whom are too 
young to get vaccinated — will 
be going to school to spend 
time in the classroom, partici-
pating in activities and school 
sports, potentially exposing 
others to any infections they 
may pick up at home or in the 
community. 

In Ketchikan, the high 
school closed to in-person 
learning on Monday, the first 
day of full attendance in the 
district, due to COVID infec-
tions. Ketchikan Charter School 
also sent many of its students 
home Monday because of ac-
tive cases. 

All activities were canceled 
until at least Wednesday, offi-
cials said, which is the earliest 
the schools might reopen. 

In recent weeks, Ketchikan 
has broken records for new 
COVID-19 cases, active cases, 
hospitalizations and deaths in 
a surge fueled by the Delta 
variant. 

State health officials re-
ported 341 cases in August in 
the Ketchikan Gateway Bor-
ough. 

In the first two weeks of 
school, the Kenai Peninsula 
Borough School District re-
ported more than 130 students 
and staff tested positive for 
COVID-19, while 930 others 
have been identified as “close 
contacts” of cases. 

The Kenai district is one of 
several in the state that has not 
adopted a mandatory masking 
requirement in the schools. 

“We are seeing, compared 
to last year, far more positive 
cases and people needing to 
quarantine,” said Pegge Erken-
eff, spokesperson for the Kenai 
Peninsula school district. ”It’s 

completely different this 
school year than it was last 
year. And that’s because Delta 
[variant] is completely differ-
ent,” she was quoted by public 
radio station KDLL. 

The Matanuska-Susitna 
Borough School District is an-
other without mandatory face 
mask rules. The district’s Butte 
Elementary School�closed this 
week to in-person classes after 
more than 20 new cases were 
identified in that school over 
seven days. Butte students will 
attend classes remotely until at 
least next week. 

Glacier View School, also in 
the Mat-Su, switched to online 
learning this week “due to 
multiple outbreaks and com-
munity transmission,” the 
principal reported in a letter to 
parents on Monday. 

The high number of cases 
and hospitalizations are put-
ting a strain on Alaska’s health 
care providers. There were no 
intensive-care beds available in 
Anchorage on Monday. 

“We’ve hit new highs, and it 
looks like we’re not done yet,” 
Jared Kosin, president of the 
Alaska State Hospital and 
Nursing Home Association, 
told the Anchorage Daily 
News on Monday. “Make no 
mistake: This is a crisis.” 

Bartlett Regional Hospital 
in Juneau last week became the 
latest hospital in the state to 
announce it would require 
staff to be vaccinated against 
COVID. The SouthEast Alaska 
Regional Health Consortium, 
which operates the hospital in 
Wrangell, was one of the first 
in the state to require vaccina-
tion of staff, contractors and 
volunteers. 

The high caseload has cre-
ated a backlog at the state’s 
contact-tracing effort, leading 
health officials to ask people 
who test positive for COVID to 
reach out on their own to close 
contacts. The faster contacts 
can get tested, the better 
chance communities will have 
to limit the spread of any infec-
tions. 

Close contacts are encour-
aged to get tested, and to stay 
at home until they get their test 
results, said Erin Michael, state 
public health nurse for Peters-
burg and Wrangell. 

The state defines close con-
tact as someone who was 
within six feet of an infected 
person for at least 15 minutes 
over a 24-hour period — re-
gardless “whether or not you 
were wearing masks and 
whether or not they” were 
showing signs of COVID. 

Anyone with questions 
about managing their own 
contact tracing can call 907-
531-3329, Michael said. 
 

The Ketchikan Daily News 
contributed to this story. 

Call 874-2301  
to subscribe to  

By LARRY PERSILY 
Sentinel writer 

The state House has approved a Per-
manent Fund dividend of about $1,100 
this fall, but even if the Senate agrees and 
the governor signs the appropriations 
bill, it is too late to avoid a delay in send-
ing out the payment to Alaskans. 

Full approval was needed by Tuesday 
if the state were to meet its traditional 
date of issuing the annual PFD by the 
first week of October, according to a De-
partment of Revenue spokesperson, who 
added that the dividends could be is-
sued about 30 days after elected officials 
settle on the amount. 

The House passed the appropriations 
bill after lengthy and contentious debate 
Monday and Tuesday over the amount 
of this year’s dividend, with a contin-
gent of predominantly Republican law-
makers pushing for a much larger 
payment to Alaskans. 

But about half of the $1,100 is ques-
tionable. It would draw on a state ac-
count that is empty, the governor’s office 
said Tuesday, though many lawmakers 
disagree with that interpretation of a re-
cent court decision on state accounting. 
The House majority contends the money 
is available for appropriation. 

If the account is not available, the div-
idend would be about half 

If lawmakers are unable to agree on a 

House approves 
$1,100 dividend; 
Senate vote next

dividend amount acceptable to 
the governor, there will no pay-
ment this year. 

The Senate was scheduled to 
meet Wednesday, though final 
action on the spending bill was 
not certain. 

As of Tuesday, Gov. Mike 
Dunleavy had not publicly 
stated his position on an $1,100 
dividend, which would be 
about $100 higher than last year 
and just under the average of 
the past decade — but not even 
half of the $2,350 PFD he has ad-
vocated all year. 

In June, the governor vetoed 
the dividend approved by law-
makers — $525 — calling it a 
“joke.” 

Paying anything more than 
the $1,100 House number would 
require withdrawing additional 
money from the Permanent 
Fund, exceeding the annual 
limit adopted by the Legislature 
in 2018 to protect the fund from 
excessive drawdowns. 

The state has been using Per-
manent Fund earnings the past 
three years to pay for public 
services and dividends. Any ad-
ditional money directed to the 
PFD would require cuts to pub-
lic services, taking more out of 
the savings account, or new 
taxes. 

Senate Finance Committee 
Co-chair Bert Stedman said 
many of his constituents “don’t 
want to pay taxes to have a big 
dividend.” 

The Sitka lawmaker, in his 
18th year in the Senate, said, 
“They want the biggest divi-
dend they can get without 
taxes. That’s the tradeoff we’re 
trying to, I guess, rectify.” 

Top members of the Senate 
Finance Committee strongly 
oppose drawing more money 
out of the Permanent Fund to 
pay larger dividends. 

Rep. Ben Carpenter, in his 
second term from Nikiski, said 
the amount of this year’s check 
can’t be lawmakers’ sole focus. 

“We need to remain focused 
on achieving structural change 
that will stabilize the dividend 
and the state’s finances and not 
make everything just about the 
dividend because then people 
don’t focus on solving the prob-
lem,” he said. 

Carpenter, however, voted 
Monday night to pay a $3,800 
dividend this year, based on a 
40-year-old formula the Legis-
lature has not followed in the 
past five years because handing 
out that much money would 
have meant large cuts to public 
services or withdrawing bil-
lions more from the Permanent 
Fund. The $3,800 amendment 
failed 19-21. 

Though legislators have 
talked about adjusting the 1982 
dividend formula, and have 
considered new taxes to bolster 
the state’s finances, such as a 
state sales tax and an increase 
to oil production taxes, nothing 
has gathered enough support to 
win passage. 

Andrew Halcro, a former 
Anchorage House member, 
said residents have a right to be 
angry about the delay in this 
year’s dividend, but the issue 
goes beyond checks. 

“While we are all focused on 
how much we are going to pay 
Alaskans forever … the econ-
omy and the entire structure of 
Alaska is crumbling before our 

eyes,” he said. 
Estimates show Alaska has 

lost population since 2016, the 
state’s maintenance backlog of 
public facilities is around $2 bil-
lion, and the oil and gas sector 
last year hit its lowest job num-
bers in decades. 

Glenn Cravez, of Anchorage, 
wrote to legislators that he’s a 
longtime resident of Alaska, 
which has no state sales or in-
come tax, and that “it’s won-
derful to not pay those taxes 
AND receive a PFD check each 
year. But as adults, we know 
that money does not grow on 
trees, and that the free ride is 
over.” 

House majority members — 
mostly Democrats — debated 
at length with minority Repub-
licans over the size of the divi-
dend, taxes and the state’s 
long-term fiscal future. Alaska 
has used savings to cover rev-
enue shortfalls more than half 
of the past 30 years. Most of 
those savings are now gone, ex-
cept for the $81 billion Perma-
nent Fund. 

In the closing hours of Mon-
day’s debate in the House, 
which was characterized as 
“bickering” by one observer, 
House Speaker Louise Stutes, 
of Kodiak, asked: “Is this all 
we’re going to do? Look for 
things to pick on each other? 
And you wonder why noth-
ing’s getting done. Good grief!” 

The Legislature has been in 
special session for more than 
two weeks. The session will ex-
pire Sept. 14, unless lawmakers 
or the governor extend it. 

 
The Associated Press con-

tributed to this report. 
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