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Governor willing
to support sales tax
to pay larger PFD

By LARRY PERSILY
Sentinel writer

The governor’s Revenue commissioner has pre-
sented legislators with several revenue-raising options
so that the state could afford a significantly larger Per-
manent Fund dividend and still balance its budget.

A statewide sales tax is among the options the ad-
ministration presented to the Legislature’s fiscal policy

working group last Thursday.

Deciding the amount of the annual dividend should
come first, Senate President Peter Micciche told a meet-
ing of Alaska mayors last week. “We have to determine
what dividend we can afford,” and then decide how

to pay for it.

Supporters of a larger dividend will have to accept
the need for new or additional taxes to pay the bill,
Micciche said in a virtual presentation to the Alaska
Conference of Mayors, meeting in Fairbanks on Aug.

4.

While not explicitly endorsing a sales tax or any of
the other options, Revenue Commissioner Lucinda
Mahoney said the governor would support the rev-
enue measures “as long as there was support from the

Continued on page 3
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Summer camp science for Scouts

Mariah Carney (from left), Claire Rooney and Sienna Kiesler worked on a science project at the Girl Scouts
summer camp last Friday at Shoemaker Park. The campers learned about how the surface tension of water
works by trying to get rubber bands to float in a bowl of water. The Aug. 2-6 camp was open to girls from kinder-
garten through high school senior, and included art and science projects and learning more about the outdoors.

Masks required, new tracking system in place for school buses

By CALEB VIERKANT
Sentinel writer

Wrangell’s school bus opera-
tor is reminding parents and
children that riders must wear a
face mask, same as last year. But
what will be new this school
year is a software tool that will
tell parents in real time the loca-
tion of their children’s bus.

Zach Taylor, of Taylor Trans-
portation, said face masks are a
federal mandate, and not some-
thing they can bend on. He asks
that kids use their own masks
when riding the bus, but the

drivers will provide disposable
masks in case anyone forgets.

“That is a federal mandate,
just like the airplanes,” Taylor
said Tuesday. “School buses are
federally regulated as far as
safety stuff, things like that.
They fall under mass transit like
planes.”

Taylor expects that parents
will be happy to know a new
tracking software, called School
Bus Hub, is nearly in place to
provide families with up-to-
date information on the location
of their children’s bus.

Federal legislation could
help Alaska ferry system

By LARRY PERSILY
Sentinel writer
The 2,700-page, trillion-dollar infrastructure bill that passed
the U.S. Senate on Tuesday could provide tens of millions of
dollars, maybe more, to help the ailing Alaska Marine Highway

System.

How to use the money — assuming Congress approves the
final package later this year, which is far from certain — would
be decided by the governor and Alaska legislators next year.

“We can’t allow it to be a total replacement of the state’s re-
sponsibilities,” Robert Venables, executive director of the South-

east Conference, said Monday.

He hopes the state would use the additional federal funding
to improve from an insufficient level of service to providing
“adequate service” to meet coastal community needs, Venables

said.

State general fund dollars cover a little more than half of the
ferry system’s $108 million annual operating budget, with most
of the rest of the money coming from ticket revenues. The
budget is down about 25% from three years ago.

There is nothing in the federal infrastructure funding bill that
would explicitly require Alaska to use the new federal aid to
improve service, rather than replace state dollars.

Continued on page 5

“The tracking software is ac-
tually fairly new to this com-
pany,” Taylor said. “For now,
parents will be able to log in
and see where the bus is. Say
it’s snowy, and they should be
able to look up on their phone
and see in real time where the
bus is at.”

A big update to the software
will be coming in a few months,

Taylor added, which will notify
parents when their child gets on
or off their bus.

As the school year has al-
ready started for much of the
country, he said getting the soft-
ware and this update together
has taken a while. “We’ve been
playing phone tag with the
company, because obviously
they’re swamped.”

Taylor said parents wanting
to get their kids signed up for a
bus can complete a form when
they register their children for
classes.

He also said that parents
should follow Taylor Trans-
portation on Facebook. That is
where they will put out their
latest information and provide
updates.

Alaska health care employers require vaccination

By LARRY PERSILY
Sentinel writer

As the Delta variant spreads
and as COVID-19 case counts
climb throughout Alaska, more
health care providers in the state
are requiring that their workers
get vaccinated.

Full vaccination also will be
required of students living in
on-campus housing at the Uni-
versity of Alaska Southeast and
at the university campus in An-
chorage.

The PeaceHealth hospital
system, which operates the
Ketchikan Medical Center, an-
nounced Aug. 3 that all care-
givers will be required to be
vaccinated against COVID-19
starting Aug. 31, unless they
provide proof of a medical ex-
emption.

“The policy will apply to all
caregivers, including providers,
students, contractors, vendors
and volunteers,” said the state-
ment by the nonprofit corpora-
tion.

Unvaccinated  individuals
“will be subject to regular
COVID-19 testing, as well as ad-

ditional masking, potential reas-
signment to non-patient care
settings and other safety proto-
cols,” said the statement from
PeaceHealth, which also oper-
ates hospitals in Washington
and Oregon and employs about
16,000 caregivers.

“Though nearly 80% of
PeaceHealth caregivers have al-
ready been vaccinated, the rise
in hospitalizations in our com-
munities is a stark reminder that
we are facing a public health
emergency and we must do
more,” PeaceHealth Chief
Physician  Executive Doug
Koekkoek said in the statement.

Providence Alaska, which
operates the largest hospital in
Anchorage and several clinics
elsewhere in the state, an-
nounced Aug. 6 that it will re-
quire staff to get vaccinated
against COVID-19 or agree to
additional safety measures.

Providence staff will have
until Sept. 30 to comply with the
new policy. Medical and reli-
gious exemptions will be made
for staff.

“Those who do not get vacci-

nated must ... follow additional
protocols,” the Providence state-
ment said. That could include
additional testing, education
and infection-prevention proto-
cols.

Providence Alaska employs
nearly 5,000 people. The vacci-
nation rate as of last week
among staff was just over 68%
statewide, an official reported.

The rate of at least one vac-
cine dose among eligible
Alaskans was 58.5% as of Mon-
day, a slight gain from last
week, according to the state
website.

“Earlier this summer, it
might have felt as though we
were out of the woods regard-
ing the pandemic,” Dr. Michael
Bernstein, chief medical officer
for Providence Alaska, told An-
chorage TV station KTUU.
“However, cases have started to
increase again and the new
Delta variant of COVID-19 has
shown to be more infectious
and transmissible.”

The vaccination policies of
PeaceHealth and Providence

Continued on page 12
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Birthdays & Anniversaries

The Sentinel extends its best wishes to the following people
listed on the Wrangell Chamber of Commerce Community
Scholarship Birthday Calendar.

Thursday, Aug. 12: Rebekah Anderson, Wayne Harding,
Silje Rose Morse, Lauran Woolery; Anniversaries: Steve and
Shannon Chrisman, Eric and Darian Gerald.

Friday, Aug. 13: Chris Byford, Rachel Harris, Kyle
Hommel, Michael Howell Jr., Sean Kaer, Erik Keene Kohrt,
Shawna Strain, Heidi Villarma.

Saturday, Aug. 14: Alice Bakke.

Sunday, Aug. 15: Rebekah Gile, Chris Guggenbickler,
Mikel Smith; Anniversary: Sanoe and Kaelene Harrison.

Monday, Aug. 16: Jenni Jackson, Diane O’Brien, Cooper
Seimears, Ken Smith, Margaret Villarma; Anniversaries:
Keith and Kathy Appleman, Bryant and Joan Benjamin, Ed
and Gail Rilatos.

Tuesday, Aug. 17: Ryan Howell, Emily McCloskey,
“Moose”; Anniversary: Derek and Adrienne Angerman.

Wednesday, Aug. 18: Juli Gillen, Rob McChargue, Darren
Newman, Haley Waddington, Rowan Wiederspohn;
Anniversary: Frank and Cherie Young,.

Thursday, Aug. 19: Abigail Cornstock, Kailani Gustafson,
Ethel Lane, Conan Rooney, Marc Simpson, Mitch Turner;
Heather Vergilio; Anniversary: Greg and Tammi Meissner.

Senior Center Menu
Open for in-person dining.
Must be fully vaccinated.

Friday, Aug. 13
Fiesta pork, cauliflower, salad, biscuit

Monday, Aug. 16

Hamburgers, oven-baked fries, coleslaw
Tuesday, Aug. 17

Chicken, green beans, salad, pasta
Wednesday, Aug. 18

Pork chops, sweet potatoes, broccoli toss

Thursday, Aug. 19
Chowder, salad, herb biscuits

Please call the senior center at 874-2066 by 2 p.m.
the day prior to reserve a seat at lunch
at the center or to request delivery.

The senior van also is available to transport seniors
to medical appointments, reasonable errands
such as collecting mail, getting prescriptions or
other essential items.

Ferry Schedule

Northbound Southbound

Friday, Aug. 13 Monday, Aug. 16
Matanuska, 5:45 p.m. Matanuska, 7:30 a.m.
Friday, Aug. 20 Monday, Aug. 23
Matanuska, 5:45 p.m. Matanuska, 7:30 a.m.
Friday, Aug. 27 Monday, Aug. 30
Matanuska, 2:45 p.m. Matanuska, 6:15 a.m.
Friday, Sept. 3 Monday, Sept. 6
Matanuska, 4:45 p.m. Matanuska, 6:30 a.m.
Friday, Sept. 10 Monday, Sept. 13
Matanuska, 4:15 p.m. Matanuska, 6:30 a.m.

All times listed are scheduled departure times.
Call the terminal at 874-2021 for information
or call 874-3711 or 800-642-0066
Jor recorded information.

TIDES
August 12-August 18

High Tides Low Tides

AM PM AM PM
Aug.12 0347 162 04:24 162 0955 -0.8 10:20 1.3
Aug.13 04:31 153 05:03 16.2 10:35 0.2 11:11 1.2
Aug.14 0522 141 0548 16.0 11:19 14 ... ...
Aug.15 06:26 129 06:45 157 00:09 1.3 12:10 2.8
Aug.16 07:49 12.0 0755 155 01:17 1.3 01:13 4.0
Aug.17 0917 12.0 09:10 15.8 02:34 1.1 02:29 438
Aug.18 10:35 12.7 10:21 164 03:55 -1.4 03:52 4.8

Wrangell Roundup: Special Events

WRANGELL SCHOOL BOARD will meet at 7 p.m. Monday, via Zoom. A school board self-
evaluation workshop will begin at 6 p.m. Contact the district office at 874-2347 or email
kpowell@wpsd.us no later than 3:30 p.m. Monday if you want to speak at the board meeting. The
public is encouraged to attend. The Zoom link is available on the school district website; just click on
Calendar and the link to the meeting.

WRANGELL SCHOOL DISTRICT registration is now open online. In-person registration assistance
is available 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. next Tuesday in the high school commons. Aug. 30 is the first day of

school for students.

NOLAN CENTER THEATER presents “Black Widow,” rated PG-13, at7 p.m. Friday, Saturday and
Sunday. Tickets are $7 for adults, $5 for children under age 12, for the action, adventure and sci-fi film
that runs two hours and 14 minutes. Children under 12 must be accompanied by an adult. Next

weeked: “The Green Knight.”

CANDIDATE FILINGS for seats on the borough assembly, school board and port commission close
Aug. 31. Pick up the forms from the borough clerk’s office at city hall, 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. weekdays.

WRANGELL PARKS & RECREATION is offering jiu jitsu classes on Tuesdays, Thursdays and
Saturdays for ages 18 years and up. Registration is open; classes start Aug. 24. Contact Parks and
Recreation for more information, 874-2444.

TLINGIT & HAIDA HEAD START is enrolling for the 2021-2022 school year. Head Start is a free
federal program for preschool children from low-income families. Apply online at www.ccthita-
nsn.gov/services/family/headstart. For more information, contact Head Start at 907-463-7127, or email
headstartenrollment@ccthita-nsn.gov.

COMMUNITY POTLUCK 6 p.m. Fridays through Aug. 31, at the sheltered site on Nemo Point Road.

All are welcome.

Want more attendance at your meeting or event? Send information for Roundup to wrgsent@gmail.com
or call 874-2301. Or go to the Sentinel website, click on the Calendar tab, and submit your entry online.

Continuing Events

PARKS and RECREATION www.wrangellrec.com

Open swim is open by appointment, at reduced capacity. Locker rooms are available.
Arthritis class, 8:30 - 9:30 a.m., Monday, Wednesday, Friday
Lap swim, 6 - 7:30 a.m. Monday, Wednesday, Friday
Lap/tot swim, 11:30 a.m. - 1 p.m., weekdays, 5:15 - 6:15 p.m. Tuesday, Thursday, and 11 a.m. to

12:30 p.m. Saturday

Open swim, 5:30 - 7 p.m. Monday and Wednesday; 6:30 - 8 p.m. Friday; 1 - 2 p.m. Saturday
Water aerobics class, 10 - 11 a.m. Monday, Wednesday, Friday

Weight room available by appointment and at reduced capacity:
6 am. - 1:30 p.m. and 3:30 - 7:30 p.m. Monday through Thursday; 6 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. and 3:30 -
8:30 p.m. Friday; 10 a.m. - 2:30 p.m. Saturday

AA Meetings: North Star Group meets from 7 to 8 p.m. Tuesdays and Fridays, St. Philips Episcopal

Church.

T he Way We We F'€ 1n the Sentinel 100, 75, 50 and 25 years ago.

Aug. 11,1921

Some time ago a committee
of Wrangell men, interested in
marking the graves of
unknown sailors and soldiers
buried here, applied to the
government for the necessary
markers. Delegate Sutherland
was asked to take the matter up
with the War Department. Mr.
Sutherland, deserves much
credit from the community for
he was successful in cutting the
red tape of the War Department
and a letter received here this
spring stated that the markers
were being sent and might
reach Wrangell for Memorial
Day. They were not received at
that time, however, but arrived
late in July and have been
placed on the graves, which
were moved into the cemetery
some time ago. The nine
graves, properly marked, show
the community is not lacking
respect for the dead ex-soldiers

4
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Daylight
Hours

Date Sunrise Sunset Hours|

Aug.12 513a 833p 15:20h
Aug.13 5:15a 831p 15:15h
Aug.14 5:17a 829p 15:11h
Aug.15 5:19a 826p 15:06h
Aug.16 52la 8:24p 15:02h
Aug.17 523a 821p 14:58h
Aug.18 5:25a 8:19p 14:53h

and soldiers, even though they
are unknown.

Aug. 16,1946

A modern up-to-date map of
Alaska, the first of its kind ever
to be issued, has been
completed by the US.
Geological Survey, it was
announced today. Director
William E. Wrather has already
reported an amazing demand
for the new maps, hundreds of
advance orders having already
been received from persons
who had heard only word-of-
mouth reports that it was in
preparation. Compiled from
data secured by careful ground
surveys and by  aerial
photographs, the new map
depicts the exact locations and
patterns of all mountain ranges,
streams, geographic
boundaries, settlements, roads,
railroads, coastlines, islands,
lakes and other common map
features. Preparation of this up-
to-date map of Alaska was
made possible by reason of an
intensive program of mapping
of the territory of Alaska and
adjacent regions, carried on
jointly by the Geological Survey
and the Army Air Force to meet
emergency wartime map
requirements. Copies may be
now purchased at 50 cents each
from local agents or from the
Geological Survey in
Washington, D.C.

Aug. 12,1971

A covered playground area
will be constructed at the
elementary school in time for
the opening of classes,

according to Principal Bob
Prunella. The area will include
a 44-by-66-foot compacted
gravel area covered by a
wooden, metal-roofed frame
open on three sides. The
structure, to cost about $20,000,
will be located on the north side
of the school and will include
benches and tables. Plans also
call for later installation of
playground equipment,
Prunella said.

Aug. 15,1996

A problem that has baffled
the City Council for 15 years —
what to do with Wrangell’s
garbage — arose again at
Tuesday’s council meeting, and
was put off needing further
study and the return of an
absent  council =~ member.
Basically, the city is faced with
two alternatives: Buy a garbage
baler to compact trash in the
landfill, or ship the stuff out of
state. Wrangell produces about
2,900 tons of garbage per year.
Of this, an estimated 1,700 tons
are household waste, and 1,200
tons consist of wood and
demolition  debris. City
Manager Scott Seabury advised
that the city might get permits
to burn the wood debris here,
leaving only the household
waste to be shipped outside.
Estimated cost of bailing
garbage is $92 a ton, according
to figures from the engineering
firm EMCON. For container
transfer and disposal of all
waste, the estimate is $165 a
ton. The option to burn some of
the waste and ship the rest
would cost about $133 a ton.
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Alaska falls far behind
national vaccination rate

By LARRY PERSILY
Sentinel writer

After leading the nation in
vaccination rates earlier this
year, Alaska has slipped to the
bottom third among the 50
states.

Alaska’s rate has not
moved up much in the past
couple of weeks, despite an in-
creasing number of COVID-19
cases and hospitalizations
statewide since mid-July —
numbers that have not been
this high since last winter in
some communities.

The higher case count —
averaging almost 300 a day in
the past couple of weeks
and approaching 400 on a few
days — comes as students are
returning to school, with ad-
ministrators eager for any-
thing closer to normal
operations after last year’s
pandemic-disrupted educa-

SHOES

tion calendar.

“The best thing we can do
as adults is get vaccinated,”
Dr. Anne Zink, the
state’s chief medical officer,
said of the return to class-
rooms. “We have an eight-fold
reduction in getting COVID if
you're vaccinated, and a
25-fold reduction in
hospitalizations and deaths if
you're vaccinated,” she
told Anchorage TV station
KTUU.

As of Tuesday, 58.6% of
Alaskans eligible for the vac-
cines (12 and older) had gotten
at least their first shot, accord-
ing to the state’s COVID-19
online dashboard. That isn’t
much higher than the 57% rate
reported on July 21.

Just under 53% of eligible
Alaskans were fully
vaccinated as of Tuesday’s re-
port.

(Excluding Xtratuf boofs)

STKINE RIVER GIFTS & APPAREL
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The national rate for at least
one dose was 69% as of Tues-
day, according to the federal
Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention. Vermont was
the most vaccinated state,
with Mississippi and Alabama
the least fully vaccinated
states.

Wrangell was at 62% with
at least one vaccine dose in
people’s arms, according to
the state health department —
the same as it has been the
past few weeks.

In the first seven months of
the year, 94% of the state’s
COVID-19  hospitalizations
and 97% of deaths have been
among Alaskans who are un-
vaccinated, health officials
have reported.

“We’ve had to think about
epidemics and infectious
disease in ways you never had

Continued on page 4

Be Part of the Solution

Protect Yourself and Stop the Spread of COVID-19

Southeast Alaska is seeing a rapid increase in cases of COVID-19. With the rising spread of the highly
transmissible Delta variant and the influx of visitors into our communities, it is critical to protect
yourself and help stop the spread of COVID-19. Continue to practice social distancing, wash your
hands frequently and wear a mask indoors in public and at large gatherings.

If you haven't already, get the COVID-19 vaccine and encourage others to do the same. The vaccine is
the best protection against COVID-related illness and greatly reduces your risk of hospitalization.

Sign Up Now
Vaccines are available for everyone ages 12 and up. To sign up for your

vaccine or get more information about vaccination and testing services,
go to covid19.searhc.org.

#SEARHC | healthy is here.

Special session preview—

Continued from page 1
Legislature.”

The objective, she said, “is to
really start a conversation ... to
determine what the appetite is
for these measures.”

Lawmakers have been strug-
gling with crafting a long-term
fiscal plan for the state for 25
years, reaching what could be a
decision point this year as re-
serve funds have diminished
and as Gov. Mike Dunleavy
promotes a larger dividend,
putting public pressure on leg-
islators before next year’s
statewide election.

“Everybody’s mad at each
other,” Micciche said of legisla-
tive fiscal debates, adding that
it will take political courage for
lawmakers to settle on a divi-
dend and then, if needed, raise
revenues to balance the budget.

“Let’s find a way to make a
deal that makes everybody un-
happy,” he told the mayors the
day before the Revenue com-
missioner gave her presenta-
tion to legislators.

The question facing lawmak-
ers, the senator said, is how to
pay a dividend, provide public
services, not overdraw the Per-
manent Fund, and still balance
the budget each year.

Last year’s PFD was $992,
and the annual payment has
averaged about $1,300 the past
10 years. The governor’s plan
would boost it to almost $2,400
next year, growing to almost
$3,400 by 2030, according to
Mahoney’s presentation.

“The PFD cannot crater the
future of the state,” said Micci-
che, who served five years as
mayor of Soldotna, on the
Kenai Peninsula, before his
election to the Senate in 2012.

The state budget can afford a
dividend of several hundred
dollars, without needing new
revenues or further cuts to pub-
lic services, he said. Anything
more than that creates a fiscal
hole that would need filling.

Other options listed in the
Revenue commissioner’s Aug.
5 presentation were an increase
in the state’s oil production tax
take; legalized gambling, in-
cluding a state lottery and casi-
nos; doubling the motor fuel
tax to 16 cents a gallon; and
amending the state’s corporate
income tax structure so that
Alaska would receive a lot
more from digital businesses
such as Netflix, Amazon, Apple
Facebook and Google.

Another option is broaden-
ing the state’s corporate in-
come tax structure so that it
would apply to Hilcorp, which
bought out BP Alaska’s North
Slope operations last year, but
as a privately held corporation
is not taxed in Alaska as are
publicly traded corporations.

This tax-broadening option
would apply only to oil and
gas companies, not any other
sole proprietorships, partner-
ships or what are known as S
corporations, which are closely
held businesses with a limited
number of shareholders.

In reviewing sales tax op-
tions, Mahoney’s presentation
gave as examples a 2% and 4%
state sales tax on goods and
services, with the revenue-rais-
ing estimates depending on ex-
emptions, such as food, and
whether the tax also would

apply to goods and services
used by businesses the same as
individuals.

Revenues to the state for
each 1% of tax could range
from $150 million to $300 mil-
lion a year, depending on ex-
emptions.

The commissioner did not
list a state income tax as an op-
tion.

Legislators are scheduled to
return to Juneau next week for
their third special session of
the year. Dunleavy has called
them back to work on a list of
fiscal issues. He wants them to
settle on an amount for this
year’s dividend; consider his
proposal to split equally the
annual draw on Permanent
Fund earnings between the
PFD and public services, put-
ting the new formula into the
constitution; consider a consti-
tutional amendment to impose
a spending limit on the state;
and consider new revenue
measures.

Without new revenues,
Dunleavy’s plan for larger div-
idends could result in an aver-
age budget deficit this decade
of almost a billion dollars a
year, according to Legislative
Finance Division calculations.

Micciche acknowledged in
his discussion with the mayors
that cities and boroughs which
have depended on their sales
taxes for years will not like the
idea of a state tax added to the
local rate. But a personal in-
come tax could not pass the
Legislature, he said, so munic-
ipalities need to understand
how bad the state budget
could get without new rev-
enues and help work toward
an acceptable sales tax.

Fairbanks  Sen.  Scott
Kawasaki, who was at the
mayor’s meeting, agreed with
Micciche’s political assess-
ment. “There is a lot of support
generally for a sales tax,”
Kawasaki said of his col-
leagues, though he added that
he personally supports an in-
come tax over a sales tax.

Kawasaki, one of four sena-
tors on the eight-member
House-Senate fiscal policy
working group, cautioned the
mayors that while they may
not like a state sales tax, they
need to understand there are
legislators who see spending
cuts as an answer, such as ex-
tending the state moratorium
on reimbursing local commu-
nities for school construction
debt.

“Lawmakers need to settle
their differences,” Micciche
said, while also criticizing
Dunleavy. “The governor has
done a couple of silly, populist
things,” the senator said, such
as vetoing a smaller PFD ap-
propriated by legislators in
June to force the debate over a
larger dividend in the constitu-
tion.

No one should think they
are guaranteed reelection by
draining the treasury, Micciche
said.

He is hopeful, but skeptical,
that the governor and legisla-
tors can agree on a comprehen-
sive fiscal plan during the
special session, which is lim-
ited by law to 30 days.

“Alaskans are getting tired
of the inaction,” Micciche said.
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FROM THE PUBLISHER

There is no secret formula to the news

By LARRY PERSILY
Publisher

Maybe you're curious how we decide which
stories go into the Sentinel each week.

Maybe not, but please read this anyway.

Since you are turning the pages of the
Sentinel at the moment, or reading it online, it
would be good for you to know why some
stories are in the paper you bought (or
borrowed), and it would be good for us to know
what you think is missing from the newspaper.

There is nothing magical in selecting which
news reports make it into the Sentinel. It's a
combination of space to fit in the stories, staff
time to write or edit the news, and people
calling back so that we can interview them and
gather the news. We can’t report what we don’t
know.

The final ingredient in the recipe for the
weekly news casserole is our judgment: Is the
news of interest to readers? We don’t expect
that everyone will read everything in the
Sentinel. But as long as we think a number of
people will find the news report interesting,
educational or entertaining, we'll try to fit it in
the paper.

And like any good recipe, a little spice can
help. We look for some variety, rather than
serving the same dish every week.

The easy choices for the Sentinel are stories
that publicize local events, so that the
community can attend. Or telling you what the
borough assembly, school board or other elected
officials are deciding — those are must-haves
for the paper.

But no town is an island, even if it
surrounded by water. We want the Sentinel to
serve as a bridge off the island, reporting on
news from around Southeast, the state and
Pacific Northwest that we think is of interest or
relevance to many in Wrangell. Even national
news that relates to local interests in Wrangell.

Vaccination rate

Continued from page 3

That includes fisheries, weather, business and
politics.

That’s why we include news reports about
the heat wave that melted the Northwest last
month; the sadness over the unreported deaths
decades ago of students at boarding schools in
Canada; legal battles over COVID-19
vaccination requirements for cruise ship
passengers; the new, $50 million cruise ship
terminal opening in Ketchikan; landslides in
Southeast communities; and the Canadian
border closure.

We also ask: Is it useful and does it serve a
purpose to inform readers?

A good newspaper should be informative,
giving readers helpful news, such as reminding
people of the deadline to sign up for health
insurance coverage under new, lower-cost
premiums added to the online federal portal for
Affordable Care Act policies.

It is entertaining? No one can live without
humor, even if it is a little biting at times. Such
as the Haines camper who jumped out of her
outhouse seat when a bear snuck up from
underneath.

Most importantly, is it
complete? Is it fair?

Just because a report is accurate doesn’t
mean it belongs in the newspaper. Just because
it's accurate doesn’t mean it is anyone’s
business other than the person affected. And
just because it is accurate doesn’t mean it’s a fair
portrayal of events or public policy.

Which gets me back to the beginning. Tell us
if you would like to see more or less of certain
news topics in the Sentinel. Tell us when you
think we are wasting space that could be better
used for another topic.

And tell us when you think we are unfair or
make it harder on the community. Even better,
send us a letter to the editor. We always have
room for those.

accurate and

to,” Zink told a meeting of the
Alaska Conference of Mayors
last week in Fairbanks, ad-
dressing the group by a video
link.

In Southeast, Metlakatla
went into lockdown Monday
evening after seven new
cases were reported in the
community of about 1,600 res-
idents.

“We are in lockdown and
urge the general public to stay
home for 72 hours or until the
contact tracing is complete
and the cases are contained,”
said a notice from the Met-
lakatla Indian Community.

As of Monday evening,
Ketchikan reported 79 active
COVID cases in the commu-
nity, almost 10% of the 818
cases it has tallied since the
count started in spring 2020.

Half of the cases in
Ketchikan are due to close
contact with an infected indi-

vidual, according to the com-
munity’s COVID dashboard.

In Wrangell, borough offi-
cials reported Monday the
community’s 12th COVID-
positive case since mid-July. It
followed four cases reported
last Friday. Of those five, two
of the individuals had recently
traveled and three were “close
contacts of a previously iden-
tified case,” the borough said.

Statewide, officials reported
more than 1,100 new cases
from Friday through Monday,
with 114 people hospitalized
in Alaska with COVID-19 as of
Tuesday. The hospitalization
numbers are the highest since
December.

The death count in Alaska
was at 392 residents as of Tues-
day.

While cases are on the up-
swing around the state, Sitka,
which at its worst last month
had more than 250 active
COVID infections in the com-

munity, was down to 80 active
cases as of Monday, with its
daily count of new cases less
than half of the peak last
month.

Juneau was at 76 active
cases Monday, municipal offi-
cials reported. “Three of
today’s resident cases are part
of a cluster associated with an
out-of-town youth sports
event. The cluster is at 10 ac-
tive cases,” officials reported
Monday. “All individuals in
the cluster are isolating and
close contacts are quarantin-
ing.”

The rash of new cases has
hit even the hospital in
Juneau, with eight health care
workers at Bartlett Regional
Hospital testing positive for
COVID-19 in July, according to
Charlee Gribbon, the facility’s
infection preventionist.

The hospital has a 90% vac-
cination rate, Gribbon told
public radio station KTOO.

EDITORIAL

A lot more at stake
than just the dividend

Yes, the amount of this year’s Alaska Permanent Fund
dividend will be at stake when legislators convene in
another special session on Monday:.

And while the PFD is important, legislators — and
Alaskans — should not let the political fights over the
dividend overwhelm the importance of resolving other
financial disputes that jeopardize the lives of tens of
thousands of Alaskans.

In particular, there are the Power Cost Equalization
(PCE) payments that benefit about 82,000 Alaskans in
almost 200 rural communities across the state.

The Legislature created the program in 1984 to ensure
that residents in rural communities receive help with
their high electricity costs.

It was an issue of fairness, not a gift.

The state had poured hundreds of millions of dollars
into other energy projects around the state. That included
the Bradley Lake hydroelectric project near Homer, which
serves Anchorage and the Kenai Peninsula to Fairbanks,
as well as Tyee Lake and Swan Lake, which generate
power for Wrangell, Petersburg and Ketchikan, along
with two other costly hydro projects for Kodiak and
Valdez/Glennallen.

But even with the PCE help, rural electricity bills are
still painfully costly. For example, residents in Kake
benefit from the program, but their electricity rates are
still two to three times higher than in Wrangell. Without
it, they would be five or six times higher.

Gov. Mike Dunleavy, in an ongoing political dispute of
his own making with the Legislature, wiped out the
payments for the fiscal year that started July 1, about $32
million. He decided a couple of years ago that the
endowment which pays the bills is not available for
appropriation without a three-quarters majority vote of
the House and Senate — and that did not happen this
year amid political squabbles.

Without access to the endowment, there will be no
PCE payments to 29,000 households and almost 2,000
community facilities in small communities. That includes
Kake, Angoon, Hoonah, Prince of Wales Island
communities and other Southeast towns.

Supporters of the program are in court, asking a judge
to order the governor to restore the funding. But their
first choice would be for legislators to put aside their
differences over the PFD and politics, and find the
courage to resolve the PCE problem with a three-quarters
vote.

The same hope applies to a state college scholarship
program that serves almost 5,500 students, which has
shut down its endowment checkbook the same as PCE
because the governor thinks a three-quarters vote is the
correct legal answer — although many legislators believe
a simple majority vote would be good enough, just as it
was for years.

But settle their differences they must, for if the
Legislature and governor cannot resolve it, a lot of
Alaskans will be reading in the dark as they study for
college they cannot afford.

— Wrangell Sentinel

However, the Delta variant is
so much more infectious, and
vaccinated and unvaccinated
people can get it as they mix in
the community, she said.

one in 15 of the COVID tests
administered in Alaska came
back positive, state officials
said, quadruple the rate from
June.

Correction

The Sentinel incorrectly
reported Aug. 5 that two of
the borough assembly seats
on the Oct. 5 municipal elec-
tion ballot are two-year
terms. They are three-year
terms. A third seat on the
ballot is for a one-year term.
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Infrastructure bill —

Continued from page 1

A key element of the legisla-
tion for ferry communities is a
provision that authorizes $1 bil-
lion to support essential ferry
service for rural communities
nationwide, at the rate of $200
million a year for five years.

Alaska Sen. Lisa Murkowski,
a member of the bipartisan Sen-
ate group that negotiated the
deal, was behind efforts to add
the provision to the legislation.

The new federal aid program
would be limited to ferry sys-
tems that serve at least two com-
munities, at least 50 miles apart,
which eliminates a lot of the
short-haul systems around the
country, putting Alaska in a
prime spot to get some of the
money.

The bill directs the secretary
of Transportation to “establish
requirements and criteria for
participation in the program ...
including requirements for the
provision of funds to states.”

While the bill authorizes $200
million a year for five years,
starting with the current federal
fiscal year that ends Sept. 30,
2022, the money would be sub-
ject to annual appropriation by
Congress.

And it would be subject to
legislative ~ appropriation in
Alaska. “You still have to get it
through the political process,”
State Senate Finance Committee
Co-Chair Bert Stedman, of Sitka,
told the Anchorage Daily News
last week, speculating that any
federal money could be used to
merely replace what the state al-
ready spends.

Stedman in the past has be-
moaned the growing urban-
rural political divide in Alaska,
and its damage to services im-
portant to smaller communities.

.
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Acknowledging the politics
of the state budget process, Ven-
ables said no net gain to the ferry
system would be a disappoint-
ing outcome of the federal aid.

The governor’s office has not
specifically commented on po-
tential uses of any additional
federal aid for the ferry system.

However, Randy Ruaro, the
governor’s chief of staff, said in
a public radio interview last
week: “That’s going to produce
a very significant amount of
funding for Alaska’s ferry sys-
tem. We just don’t know exactly
how much will come out of that
formula yet. But it will be sub-
stantial. ... We're already mak-
ing plans on our end on how to
best get the highest and best use
of the funds for the system.”

The bill also would change
federal law, allowing the Alaska
Marine Highway System to
spend federal highway dollars
on vessel operations and repairs,
not just new construction. Most
of the fleet is decades old, with
the state short of its own money
to build new ships.

The bill authorizes $570 mil-
lion out of the Highway Trust
Fund over the next five years for
the construction of new ferries
and ferry terminals nationwide.

Another provision of the bill
authorizes $250 million for pilot
project to build and operate fer-
ries that run on electricity or
other lower-carbon fuel. Though
the bill does not name Alaska, it
says at least one grant under the
program must go toward “a
ferry service that serves the state
with the largest number of Ma-
rine Highway System miles.”
The answer to that is Alaska.

Venables said he is excited
about the prospect of Alaska
winning a grant for such a ship

i

AP PHO FO/AMANDA ANDRADE-RHOADES

Alaska’s senior U.S. senator, Lisa Murkowski, succeeded in adding several provisions to the tril-
lion-dollar infrastructure package that will benefit Alaska, including more federal aid for the state
ferry system. Murkowski, speaking to reporters Aug. 4 on Capitol Hill, was among a bipartisan
group of senators who negotiated the deal that won Senate approval on Tuesday.

to operate in Lynn Canal, be-
tween Haines and Skagway,
maybe Juneau, or between
Ketchikan and Metlakatla,
maybe Prince of Wales Island.

Especially for an electric-
powered ship, the shorter shut-
tle runs would be more feasible
than a longer mainline route
through Southeast, he said.

Other provisions of the bill
would authorize:

- $3.5 billion, about 40% more
in federal funding than current
levels, to highway construction,
repair and maintenance in
Alaska, spread out over five
years, Murkowski’s office said.

- More than $180 million to
the state for clean water projects.
Though a substantial down pay-
ment, the state has said it needs

IN TOBACCO-FREE PARI(S
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close to $2 billion to provide ad-
equate drinking water and
sewage services in rural Alaska.
Wrangell needs substantial re-
pairs to its water reservoirs and
water treatment plant.

- Separately, Alaska villages
would receive a share of $3.5 bil-
lion designated for Indian
Health Services water and
sewage spending nationwide.
That amount would be spread

across five years.

- And about $5 billion would
be available in grants under a
new airport terminal improve-
ment program, with some of the
money set aside for small, rural
airports, Murkowski’s office said
in a statement. The state of
Alaska owned and operated 237
airports as of 2019, including the
Wrangell airport, according to
the latest figures from the state.
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Nolan Center needs
more staff to cover
theater and museum

By CALEB VIERKANT
Sentinel writer

The Nolan Center,
Wrangell’s museum, movie the-
ater and community center, is
suffering from a staffing short-
age. The center has received
some help from volunteers, but
director Cyni Crary said they
hope to hire for various new po-
sitions.

“We're basically down to just
me,” Crary said. “I had one of
the theater staff helping in the
gift shop, and she was doing a
really good job, but she’s gone
for the whole month of August.
I kind of lost all the help that I
would have had.”

Crary said they are looking
for a Nolan Center coordinator,
as well about two attendants
and as many theater staff as
possible. According to a job de-
scription on the borough web-
site, the coordinator “develops,
organizes and manages staff,
contractors and volunteers in
supporting the museum and
community events.”

Crary said the attendants
would help set up for events
and run the gift shop, among
other tasks. They also really
need people to help run the
movie theater on weekends.

“The theater doesn’t have
enough staff right now to even
have a movie all three nights,”

she said. “If we don’t get staff,
I'll have to cut down the num-
ber of movies that we show.”

The coordinator position is
full time, she said, while the at-
tendant and theater positions
are part time. She said anybody
14 and older is welcome to
apply to help out at the theater.

While the Nolan Center
looks to fill these roles, volun-
teers from the Friends of the
Museum have stepped in to
help. Crary said the volunteers
mainly help out around the gift
shop a few hours a day, partic-
ularly when cruise ships are in
town and a lot of visitors stop
by.
The Friends of the Museum
normally helps through advo-
cacy and fundraising for the
museum, President Michael
Bania said, but they are always
looking for more ways to assist.

There are about 10 people on
the list to volunteer, Bania said.
While they mostly help run the
gift shop, she said some also try
to help where needed.

“We had a training session
about three or four weeks ago
to learn how to use the cash
register and how to open and
close the museum,” she said.
“That way Cyni is able to do
what she needs to do, and we
just cover the tourists and the
museum.”

State trooper gives advice
to keep bears out of trash

By CALEB VIERKANT
Sentinel writer

The number of bears getting
into trash and having close en-
counters with people or their
pets is increasing, said Chadd
Yoder, Wrangell’s state wildlife
trooper. And it’s likely to get
worse before it gets better, he
said, as bears try to fatten up be-
fore winter hibernation.

Bears accustomed to search-
ing garbage for food can become
a serious issue, Yoder said, and
he wants to educate people on
what they can do to keep bears
out of their backyards.

The real hot spot for bears
getting into trash is between 5-
mile and 10-mile Zimovia High-
way, he said, particularly
around Shoemaker Bay. No per-
son has been hurt, he said, but
one bear has been shot and an-
other reportedly made threaten-
ing sounds toward a person
before being scared off.

“We're trying to minimize
these encounters,” Yoder said.
“The tough part is once a bear is
habituated to food, it’s hard to
change its mind.”

The first piece of advice is for
people to try and secure their
trash cans. Most cans around
Wrangell do not have bear locks
on them, he said, but people can
use rachet-strap tie-downs to
help secure the lid to the can.

He also advised, for example,
that if somebody has a chicken
dinner, they freeze the leftovers
and only throw them out the

night before trash day. And peo-
ple could keep their trash cans,
or anything else a bear would
likely find interesting, either se-
cured or indoors until pickup
day.

“The other things would be
like bird feeders and dog food
around the house,” Yoder said.
“I got one report of somebody’s
freezer getting broken into, but
their freezer was on the porch.
Freezers should be secured, if on
the porch, but it would be better
if it were stored inside.”

Bear activity will drop off
when winter sets in and the bru-
ins go to sleep, but Yoder said
people should remember the
tips for next year, too.

“It's Alaska. Rural Alaska.
There’s bears,” he said. “We
need to learn how to tighten up
our game as a community. That
way we're doing what we can to
prevent there being a problem,
and there being a bear habitu-
ated to human food. When one
does become a problem, we’ll
deal with it. ... The emphasis
here is if a bear would get into
your trash and would have to be
shot, you could be cited for feed-
ing game. That’s not the route I
want to go, so I'm just trying to
spread the word.”

Yoder said he has flyers from
the Alaska Department of Fish
and Game outlining bear-proof-
ing tips. These, and stickers, can
be picked up at the information
holder near his office in the
Kadin Building on Front Street.

Getting ready for the season to start

Tyson Messmer was among the high school swim team members practicing Friday in their
first week of preparation for the season, which will start next month. Meets are tentatively
planned for Ketchikan, Petersburg, Sitka and Juneau, culminating in the state tournament
in early November. Most of the swim competition last year was virtual, due to COVID-19
travel and social-distancing restrictions, with the team racing in its home pool and sending
in times to measure against other schools.

Bill Churchill
services set
for Saturday

Services for William L
Churchill will be held Saturday.

Churchill, 88, a lifelong
Wrangell resident, died July 8.

Graveside  services are
planned for 2 p.m. Saturday at
the old cemetery, with a memo-
rial potluck to follow at 3 p.m. at
the American Legion Hall.

For the memorial, the family
asks that people bring “any
items or Native artwork that Bill
made for you, to share for a mo-
ment.”

In lieu of flowers, the family
asks people to donate to Ameri-
can Legion Post 6 or a charity of
their choice.

Email the Sentinel at

wrgsent@gmail.com
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Canadian border reopens to U.S. travelers

By THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Canada on Monday is lifting its prohi-
bition on Americans crossing the border to
shop, vacation or visit, but the United
States is keeping similar restrictions in
place for Canadians, part of a bumpy re-
turn to normalcy from COVID-19 travel
bans.

U.S. citizens and legal permanent resi-
dents must be both fully vaccinated and
test negative for COVID-19 within three
days to get across one of the world’s
longest and busiest land borders. Travelers
also must fill out a detailed on application
on the arriveCAN app before crossing.

The Canada Border Services Agency
said travelers should plan for the possibil-
ity of additional processing time at the
border.

The U.S.-Canada border has been
closed to nonessential travel since March
2020 to try to slow the spread of the coro-
navirus.

The U.S. has said it will extend its clo-
sure to all Canadians making nonessential
trips until at least Aug. 21, which also ap-
plies to the Mexican border. But the Biden

administration is beginning to make plans
for a phased reopening. The main require-
ment would be that nearly all foreign vis-
itors to the U.S. will have to be vaccinated
against the coronavirus.

But Canadians aren’t waiting for recip-
rocal rules.

Joel Villanueva, owner of Primo’s Mex-
ican Grill in White Rock, British Columbia,
about 2.5 miles north of the U.S. border, is
more than ready for Americans to return.

“Let’s get this thing going,” he said. “A
lot of our customers are from the United
States, and we are literally minutes from
across the border. We welcome our Amer-
icans, and we depend on their foot traffic.”

Villanueva said he supports people
coming who are fully vaccinated and does-
n’t think there will be a rush of Americans
initially. But if his restaurant and dozens
of others along the waterfront could fill
some tables with U.S. visitors every day
for the rest of the summer, it would be a
big financial boost, he said.

Near the border in Washington state,
Blaine Chamber of Commerce board mem-
ber Carroll Solomon called the reopening

a step in the right direction for businesses.
But she also said it was somewhat con-
cerning because of an increase in COVID-
19 cases nationwide as the highly
contagious Delta variant spreads.

“For people who need to get up there
(to Canada) for family reasons, it's won-
derful,” said Solomon, who also volun-
teers at the Blaine Visitor Information
Center.

With all the hoops people need to jump
through — being fully vaccinated, getting
tested for COVID-19 and uploading that
information to an app — she doesn’t think
that people will be going to Canada for
many day trips.

“I have a lot of friends on the Canadian
side and would love to go have lunch with
somebody, but you can’t just do that; you
have to plan days in advance to make sure
you can get through,” Solomon said.

As far as returning to the United States
from Canada, U.S. Customs and Border
Protection spokesman Jason Givens said
there’s no requirement to show proof of
vaccination or a negative COVID-19 test.

Recovery efforts continue at crash site near Ketchikan

JUNEAU (AP) - Efforts to
recover the wreckage of a
sightseeing plane that crashed
in Southeast Alaska last week,
killing six people, were

stymied again Monday by poor
weather conditions, a National
Transportation Safety Board of-
ficial said.

Clint Johnson, chief of the

Call me today to see how much you can
save with Allstate’'s good student discount.

agency’s Alaska region, said
low clouds and fog continued
to delay wreckage recovery ef-
forts.

“They are ready to go as
soon as they get a weather win-
dow,” he said of the team that
will handle the work.

The wreckage is in a rugged,
steep area that is heavily
forested, at 1,800 feet to 2,000

feet “up on the side of a moun-
tain,” Johnson said. The site
near Mirror Lake is about 22
miles northeast of Ketchikan.

Investigators were conduct-
ing interviews in the case, he
said.

The de Havilland Beaver,
owned by Southeast Aviation,
was returning to Ketchikan last
Thursday from a tour of Misty
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The plane’s emergency bea-
con was activated about 11:20
a.m. when it crashed, the U.S.
Coast Guard said. A Temsco
helicopter reported seeing
wreckage on a ridgeline in the
search area, and Coast Guard
crew members found the
wreckage around 2:40 p.m. A
Coast Guard helicopter low-
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The plane carried five pas-
sengers and the pilot. The
Alaska State Troopers identi-
fied the pilot as Rolf Lanzen-
dorfer, 64, of Cle Elum,
Washington.

Troopers identified the pas-
sengers as Mark Henderson,
69, and Jacquelyn Komplin, 60,
both of Napa, California; An-
drea McArthur, 55, and Rachel
McArthur, 20, both of Wood-
stock, Georgia; and Janet Kroll,
77, of Mount Prospect, Illinois.

The troopers reported Satur-

day that the bodies had been
recovered.

Holland America Line con-
firmed the five passengers had

been traveling on the com-
pany’s ship Nieuw Amster-
dam, which was nearing the

end of seven-day Alaska cruise
when it docked in Ketchikan.

Sightseeing excursions, such
as those to Misty Fjords Na-
tional Monument, are among
the options for cruise passen-

gers to explore the area while
they are off the ship.
The flight operator, South-
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Ear, Nose & Throat Next Clinic TBD 907-228-8101
Gastroenterology Sept 20-23 907-228-8101
Oncology gi:’::':f‘:;_n'“ 907-228-8101
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Urology September 13-17 907-225-7346

east Aviation, released a state-
ment last week saying it was
cooperating with the agencies

t’//}‘ PeaceHealth
Medical Group

peacehealth.org/visitingcalendar

involved.

“All of us share in the an-
guish of this tragic incident,
and our prayers go out to all
affected,” the statement said.

Tent City

needs more
events and
volunteers

By LARRY PERSILY
Sentinel writer

Wrangell’s Tent City Days is
still a couple of months away, but
organizers need volunteers to
step up with event ideas so they
can start putting together a
schedule.

The tentative dates are Oct.
14-17.

Though the event, which
started about 40 years ago, was
created to celebrate the town’s
gold rush history and provide a
late-winter break from darkness
and doldrums in February, or-
ganizers recently moved it to Oc-
tober and now are adding a
different angle to the history les-
son.

“I would like to make it more
of a learning time,” said Jillian
Privett, who is organizing Tent
City Days. It will coincide this
year with Alaska Day, which
commemorates the lowering of
the Russian flag and the raising
of the U S. flag in Sitka in 1867, as
the U.S. took over the territory.
Alaska Day is a legal holiday in
the state on Oct. 18.

Privett said she also would
like to see Tent City Days com-
memorate and acknowledge that
while miners may have endured
hardship during the Cassiar and
Klondike gold rushes more than
120 years ago, the Indigenous
people of the area managed
through hard times, too.

“The Tlingit people had it fig-
ured out,” she said.

Volunteers are needed not
only to run the events, but to
come up with ideas and
fundraise, Privett said. “There is
no bank account.”

Community groups may
want to sponsor events to raise
money for their cause, she said.

“We're looking for volunteers
to chair games and volunteers to
come up with the games,” said
Brittani Robbins, chamber of
commerce executive director,
who is helping Privett with the
organizing work.

The chamber was the original
sponsor of Tent City Days, but it
dropped the event and then the
festival went dormant for a num-
ber of years until volunteer or-
ganizers brought it back to life,
Privett recalled.

“Last year, we did have some-
what of a Tent City Days” in Oc-
tober, amid the restrictions of the
COVID-19 pandemic, she said.
“We were able to pull off some
virtual events,” but there were no
food sales and no “jail” for
rounding up people who needed
to post bail to get out — all in the
name of fundraising.

In addition to bringing back
the jail, food and street games,
organizers this year would like to
see someone put on a dance with
live music. “Sort of like a mini
Fourth of July,” Privett said.

Maybe even a group would
want to bring back the bed races
down Front Street that were pop-
ular in the original Tent City
Days.

To volunteer, or for more in-
formation, contact Privett at 907-
305-1095, email
tentcitydays907@gmail.com, or
post on the Tent City Facebook

page.
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Judge blocks law that prohibited cruise lines from requiring vaccinations

MIAMI (AP) - A federal
judge has temporarily blocked
a Florida law that prevents
cruise lines from requiring pas-
sengers to prove they’re vacci-
nated against COVID-19,
saying the law appears uncon-
stitutional and won’t likely
hold up in court.

The “vaccine passport” ban
signed into law in May by Re-
publican Gov. Ron DeSantis
appears to violate the First
Amendment rights of Norwe-
gian Cruise Lines, U.S. District
Judge Kathleen Williams
wrote.

In a nearly 60-page ruling is-
sued late Sunday, the judge

School district
seeks volunteers
for committees

By SENTINEL STAFF

As the new school year gets
closer, the Wrangell School Dis-
trict is looking for community
volunteers to serve on several
committees to help inform and
guide school leadership.

The district is seeking appli-
cants for seven committees:
Budget/finance, calendar, cur-
riculum, career and technical ed-
ucation, facilities, policy and
technology.

“Ideally, we’d have five to
seven members at a minimum,
on each,” said Kim Powell, dis-
trict administrative assistant.
“It's open, and anyone who is
interested is encouraged to
serve.”

The committees can include
no more than two school board
members, along with adminis-
tration, staff, students, parents
and community members.

Volunteers interested in serv-
ing can email Powell at kpow-
ell@wpsd.us. The deadline to
submit a letter of interest is Sept.
15.

Powell said committee ap-
pointments will be made at the
school board’s October meeting.

City Park pavilion
closed for repairs

By SENTINEL STAFF

The main pavilion at City
Park is temporarily closed for
repairs to its fireplace.

The metal casing beneath the
rock shroud around the fireplace
has split, probably just deterio-
ration with age as the metal ex-
pands from the heat every time
the fireplace is used, explained
Kate Thomas, Wrangell’s parks
and recreation director.

The expanding metal has
weakened the rock grout, and
officials are concerned that fur-
ther use of the fireplace could re-
sult in rocks coming loose and
falling out, possibly injuring
people, she said.

Heat-resistant grout is on
order, and staff will make re-
pairs as soon as the grout ar-
rives, Thomas said, adding it
could be another week.

Longer term, the plan is to re-
place the fireplace, she said.

“Until repairs are completed,
we ask that you refrain from
using the park shelter,” the de-
partment said in a notice to the
public last week.

said Florida failed to “provide
a valid evidentiary, factual, or
legal predicate” for banning re-
quirements that passengers
prove they’ve been vaccinated.
Norwegian has shown that
suspending the requirement
will jeopardize public health,
potentially causing “super-

spreader” events wherever
passengers disembark, she
wrote.

Florida separately sued the
U.S. Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention seeking to
block federal cruise ship vacci-
nation requirements. The CDC
lost on appeal, but then made
its guidelines non-binding, and
all cruise lines operating in
Florida have agreed to keep
following the CDC’s instruc-
tions on a voluntary basis, the
judge wrote.

The CDC’s current guide-
lines, in effect until Nov. 1, say
cruise lines can sail with confir-
mation that at least 95% of pas-
sengers and crew have been
vaccinated, the judge noted.

Florida’s state attorney, Pete
Patterson, previously said the
law’s aim is to prevent inva-
sions of privacy and discrimi-
nation against passengers who
don’t get vaccinated.

The pandemic has cost Nor-
wegian more than $6 billion to
date by forcing the company to
dock its entire 28-vessel fleet
and send nearly 30,000 crew
members home. Each canceled
seven-day voyage would cost
the company another $4 mil-
lion, the judge noted.

The Norwegian Gem is set
to depart from Miami this Sun-
day — the company’s first voy-

age from Florida since the pan-
demic halted its operations.
More than 1,200 passengers
have already booked tickets,
promising to prove they’ve
been vaccinated before board-
ing, the judge noted.

The company already has
resumed its sailings from Seat-
tle to Alaska.

“We want nothing more
than to sail from Miami, the
Cruise Capital of the World,
and from the other fabulous
Florida ports,” Frank Del Rio,
president and CEO of Norwe-
gian Cruise Line, said in a
statement. “We  welcome
today’s ruling that allows us to
sail with 100% fully vaccinated
guests and crew which we be-
lieve is the safest and most pru-
dent way to resume cruise
operations amid this global

pandemic,

Norwegian said that if it
can’t maintain its vaccination
policy in Florida, it will have to
cancel all voyages leaving from
the state or allow unvaccinated
passengers on board, and both
options would cause signifi-
cant financial and reputational
harm.

The entire business model of
cruising depends on ships
being able to cross federal,
state, local and international ju-
risdictions in days or even
hours, and each of them have
different laws, regulations, and
protocols, the judge noted. Be-
lize, the Bahamas, the British
Virgin Islands and Honduras
are among the foreign ports
that require proof of vaccina-
tion to enter without quaran-
tines or testing.

100% Guaranteed

not to be the sa
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me old office job!
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Alaska is amazingly different, which means our employment opportunities are too!

AMHS is on the lookout for focused, hard-working individuals interested in

positions in our Passenger Services department. Whether your interest lies in a

summer job, or permanent work that can start you on the path to building your

certifications for a successful maritime career, AMHS is a great place to gain your

sea legs. Best of all, you don’t need any prior maritime experience to apply!

If you love to travel and meet new people our passenger service employees

provide professional customer service and ensure the safety of our passengers

while performing tasks in the galley, dining room or cafés, crew mess, staterooms

and public areas aboard the ferries.

AMHS offers competitive starting pay and a full benefit package including paid

leave, medical & dental coverage, retirement options, and opportunities for

advancement. If you're ready for a little more adventure and a little less of the

same old thing, check out the full job description at FerryAlaska.com/employment.

The Alaska Marine Highway is a division of the State of Alaska, Department of
Transportation & Public Facilities. AMHS currently operates six ships, two in

ready standby status, and one new ship in final design.

AMHS employs approximately 800 employees system-wide.

FerryAlaska.com/employment | 1-800-642-0066
HD #alaskamarinehighway
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First cruise ship docks at new Ward Cove terminal

By SAM STOCKBRIDGE
Ketchikan Daily News

The 1,094-foot-long Norwegian En-
core made history on Aug. 4 as it
emerged from a cloudy curtain of rain
to tie up in Ward Cove, about a 7-mile
drive north of Ketchikan’s downtown
cruise ship dock.

Before the ship pulled in, workers
hurried to finish preparing the 57,000-
square-foot cruise ship terminal for vis-
itors, screwing smoke detectors into a
restroom ceiling and drilling holes to in-
stall the last few rows of cable
guardrails.

As the first throng of passengers
walked into what had been the pulp
mill — the heart of Ketchikan’s econ-
omy for decades — their arrival was the
culmination of a $50 million project to
expand the scope of Ketchikan’s cruise
ship industry beyond city limits. It also
is part of transforming the community
into a hub for tourism after the decline
of its logging industry.

The new welcome center, which the
owner, the Ward Cove Dock Group,
calls The Mill at Ward Cove, occupies
just one building in a large complex that
once housed the Ketchikan Pulp Co.
mill.

The mill began operations in 1954,
closing in 1997 with a payroll of 500
workers. The closure brought an end to
the pulp mill era in Southeast Alaska,
and the site fell into disrepair until 2011
when Dave Spokely and his son, An-
drew, bought the property from the
Ketchikan Gateway Borough for $2.1
million, hoping to use the site to start
new businesses.

Movement toward a cruise dock did-
n't develop until 2019, when the
Spokelys formed the Ward Cove Dock
Group with Godspeed Inc., a company
owned by Skip, James and John Binkley.

The group designed a plan to reno-

Police report

Monday, Aug. 2

Agency assist: Wildlife Found property.
trooper. Agency assist: U.S. Forest Wednesday, Aug. 4
Health and safety. Service. Citizen assist.

DUSTIN SAFRANEK/KETCHIKAN DAILY NEWS VIA AP

The 2-year-old, 1,094-foot-long Norwegian Encore arrives at the Mill at Ward Cove
in Ketchikan on Aug. 4, the first cruise ship to dock at the former pulp mill prop-
erty that is being turned into a $50 million cruise ship terminal.

vate one of the buildings at the former
pulp mill as a welcome center for a new
dock to be built in Ward Cove. The cost
of building the dock and the completely
renovated welcome center was esti-
mated at about $50 million.

Work was underway in the early
months of the coronavirus pandemic,
with projections that the dock would be
ready to accept cruise ships by summer
2021.

But in February, Canada extended a
ban on large cruise ships in Canadian
waters due to the pandemic. It took
congressional action to allow a waiver

so that ships could bypass a stop in
Canada on their cruises to Alaska.
That left Ward Cove Dock Group
workers scrambling to complete the
welcome center and dock in time for
ships to start sailings in August — six
months” worth of work to be accom-
plished in about two months, Director
of Port Operations Shauna Lee said.
When it is completed, the welcome
center will direct passengers through a
forest of real trees filled with taxider-
mized animals. The trees will be regu-
larly misted, and the sounds of the
temperate rainforest of the Tongass Na-

tional Forest will be piped into the
building to enhance the atmosphere.

The building also will feature retail
space, a theater for informational pre-
sentations about Southeast Alaska and
a restaurant.

Time constraints meant that only a
fraction of the amenities were in place
for the first ship Aug. 4.

With so much empty space, organiz-
ers made do, fashioning chairs that had
arrived the week before into a rough
partition that fenced off the vast unde-
veloped space in the building and cre-
ated a wide, straight path from the
entrance to the bus lot.

All told, about 1,300 passengers were
aboard the Encore, said John Binkley,
the president of the Ward Cove Dock
Group. The Encore, completed at a Ger-
man shipyard in 2019, can hold about
4,000 passengers and 1,700 crew. It was
built at a cost of almost $1 billion.

The vessel was completing a test
sailing, going directly from Seattle to
Ketchikan and back. Binkley estimated
that when the Encore returns for a nor-
mal sailing each Thursday starting this
week, it will have about 2,700 passen-
gers on board.

All passengers aboard the test sail-
ing were employees or friends or fam-
ily members of employees at
Norwegian Cruise Line’s corporate of-
fices in Miami, according to represen-
tatives from Norwegian Cruise Line,
the owner and operator of the Norwe-
gian Encore.

All passengers had to show proof of
a COVID-19 vaccination, and were
tested for the coronavirus before board-
ing the ship in Seattle.

Binkley said he was happy to see the
ship and the passengers arrive. “It feels
fantastic. Yeah. Couldn’t be happier. It
just looks so beautiful, that ship coming
around the corner.”

Tuesday, Aug. 3

Agency assist: Ambulance

Vehicle unlock.
Welfare check.

Police Department.

Agency assist: State

NORTHLAND
AUDIOLOGY

trash.

troopers wildlife office.
Health and safety: Ravens
throwing trash out of the back  Service.
of a truck. Driver was
contacted and picked up

Thursday, Aug. 5

Disorderly conduct.
Welfare check.

Agency assist: Ambulance.

Learn finances &

Agency assist: Hoonah

Agency assist: U.S. Forest

Agency assist: Ambulance.
Agency assist: Hoonah
Police Department.

Friday, Aug. 6

Found property.

Parking complaint.

Agency assist: Juneau
Judicial Services.

Agency assist: Hoonah
Police Department.

Welfare check.

Saturday, Aug. 7
Parking complaint.

& Hearing Services

HEARING CLINICS

August 16th & 17th / Sept. TBA

Stikine Inn
Call to schedule an appointment

Diagnostic Hearing Evaluations for All Ages by a
Doctor of Audiology
Latest Technology Digital Hearing Aids
Hearing Aid Repairs & Services
Industrial OSHA Screenings
Custom Hearing Protection & Swimplugs

907-789-6780

Most insurances accepted
including Medicare & Medicaid

Southeast Alaska's ONLY Private

Audiology Practice

We are HEAR for you!

Serving Southeast Alaska since 1993

W t& start early savings
SEHQQ\_ habits with our
e products made for
M YOUTH! _p&y.-
| el

YOUTH DEBIT CARDS & SAVINGS ACCOUNTS
Debit cards for youth as young as 12 years old*
Savings Accounts for children 0-17 with

@ 5.00% APY** up to $500!
C zogo ¢
Download the Zogo app, work through

FINANCIAL LITERACY APP
financial education lessons, earn points that
you can redeem for gift cards at online EATR‘N

retailers!
LT

TONGASS FEDERAL CREDIT UNION
Learu More at TongassFCU.com

**The account must qualify for the debit card if the child is under 16 year old by having an aduit joint
account holder who is an established TFCU member in good standing. **Annual Percentage Yield, regular
share rate will be applied to balances over $500. Federally Insured by NCUA.

Bear complaint.
Agency assist: Hoonah
Police Department.
Citizen report: Driving
under the influence.
Agency assist.

Sunday, Aug. 8
Missing person.
Agency assist: State
troopers.
Citizen assist.
Citizen assist.
Noise complaint.
Suspicious odor.

During this reporting
period there were five
subpoenas served.

Call the
Sentinel
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A ldSka FZ.Sh chtor By LAINE WELCH Fisheries columnist

Southeast halfway to projected pink salmon catch

Alaska’s salmon landings
have passed the season’s mid-
point and by Aug. 7 the
statewide catch had topped 116
million fish. State managers are
calling for a projected total 2021
harvest of 190 million salmon, a
61% increase over 2020.

Most of the salmon being
caught now are pinks, with
Prince William Sound topping
the list at 35 million humpies,
well over the projection of 25
million.

Pink salmon catches at Ko-
diak remained sluggish at just
over three million so far, out of a
forecast calling for more than 22
million.

Southeast was seeing a slight
uptick, with pink catches nearing
14 million out of a projected 28
million.

The pink salmon harvest usu-
ally peaks in mid-August. As of
Aug. 7, the statewide catch was
over 57 million, out of a pre-sea-
son forecast of 124 million
humpies for the season.

For chum salmon the harvest
remains bleak, with Prince
William Sound and the Alaska
Peninsula the only regions track-
ing well for catches. The

statewide catch had barely
topped six million out of a pro-
jected 15.3 million fish.

The coho peak is typically in
early September and harvests are
climbing steadily, but at a pace
less than half the five-year aver-
age.
Alaska sockeye  salmon
catches of nearly 52 million so far
have blown past the forecasted
46.6 million. Over 40 million are
from Bristol Bay and more than
6 million from the Alaska Penin-
sula.

Salmon slump

No Alaska region has been hit
harder by dismal salmon returns
this summer than communities
on the Yukon River, where the
summer chum run of just 153,000
is the lowest on record.

“This is really quite scary for
everyone. These runs are low
enough that no one on the river
is subsistence fishing, and so it's
very dismal. Everybody in the
communities on the full river
drainage, are feeling the hard-
ship,” Serena Fitka, director of
the Yukon River Drainage Fish-
eries Association, told radio sta-
tion KYUK in Bethel.

Nearly 10,000 pounds of

CLASSIFIED/LEGALS

THANK YOU

The WMC Foundation wants
to thank all the businesses and
individuals who donated to
our Rally for Cancer Care
event. Your generous
contributions will help
community members traveling
for cancer care.
WWW.wImnccancercare.com

FOR SALE
2011  Chevrolet  Express
minivan, all-wheel drive,

153,000 miles. $12,000, or best
offer. This would make a great
Zarembo rig! Call 874-4575.

FOR SALE
2007 GM 3-ton van, 15-
passenger, 6.0L gas engine, 21
mpg highway, seats 15 or will
haul 4 pallets of freight, 120,000
miles. $14,000. Call 503-847-
3911.

HELP WANTED
Working Against Violence for
Everyone is seeking a full-time
Social Justice Advocate to
assist people who have been
impacted by power-based
violence, such as domestic
violence and sexual assault in
Petersburg. Check
out our website at
petersburgwave.org/employm
ent for more information.

TRADE
Need help picking your
berries? Barter labor for half
the yield. Call Cindy Martin,
874-3676

FREE
Piano in great shape internally,
came from a piano teacher who
taught on it. We just don’t use
it. You haul. Call 907-660-7880.

FREE
Functional office chair. Just
squeaks when you move in it.
Stop by the Sentinel to pick up.

chum and king salmon have
been donated by Bristol Bay fish-
ermen and processors with logis-
tical assists by SeaShare and
Kwik’pak Fisheries in Emmonak
to send salmon to 11 villages.

Kwikpak, typically a top em-
ployer each summer, has been
able to put only a handful of peo-
ple to work for a few days help-
ing with the distribution, said
general manager, Jack
Schultheis.

Gov. Mike Dunleavy directed
an $75,000 to purchase salmon
from Alaska processors for dona-
tions to the region. The Tanana
Chiefs Conference and the Asso-
ciation of Village Council Presi-
dents are helping with
distribution.

More fish action

As always, lots of other fish-
eries are going on across Alaska
besides salmon.

In Southeast, about 160 crab-
bers will wrap up a two-month
Dungeness crab fishery on Aug.
15. State managers expect the
catch to top 2.25 million pounds,
with another opener set for Oc-
tober 1.

The Panhandle’s spot shrimp

fishery remains open in some re-

FREE ADS
Do you have something to sell?
Having a garage sale? Looking
to buy something? Classified ads

gions through Aug. 30, with a
400,000-pound harvest limit.

Alaska’s halibut landings are
slightly ahead of last year at this
time, with nearly 9.9 million
pounds crossing the docks by
Aug. 7. That’s 53% of the catch
limit of roughly 19 million
pounds.

Halibut prices usually tank
during the summer but that’s not
the case this year and fishermen
are fetching near or over $6 a
pound at most ports. Payouts at
Homer were $7.25, $7.65 and
$7.85, depending on halibut size,
with Seward buyers paying a
nickel less.

Mariculture
means money

Ninety new founding mem-
bers responded to the call to help
shape the new Alaska Maricul-
ture Alliance, a private nonprofit
successor to a five-year task force
formed in 2016 by then-Gov. Bill

Walker. Their goal is to create a
sustainable industry for growing
shellfish and seaweeds to benefit
Alaska’s economy and commu-
nities.

The group represents a di-
verse range of experienced
growers to newcomers, said Julie
Decker, executive director of the
Alaska Fisheries Development
Foundation, which adminis-
trated the task force and is doing
the same for the mariculture al-
liance. It also includes represen-
tatives from Alaska Native
corporations, salmon hatcheries,
the Central Bering Sea Fisher-
men’s Association and the Aleu-
tian  Pribilof =~ Community
Development Association.

Along with boosting shellfish
and seaweed farming, a priority
will be getting the Alaska Legis-
lature to pass a bill to allow for
more large-scale shellfish en-

Continued on page 11

Recycled newspapers. Stop by
the Sentinel to pick some up.

for individuals and community
groups are free in the Sentinel.
Contact Amber at 874-2301 or
email wrgsent@gmail.com.

FREE

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

In the Matter of the Estate of Charlie L. Traylor: You are
notified that the court has appointed a personal representative of
the estate of Charlie L. Traylor, born December 3. 1934, died July
13. 2021. All persons having claims against the deceased are
required to present their claims within four months after the date
of the first publication of this notice or the claims will be forever
barred.

Case No. IWR-21-00011PR

Jo Ellen Wendel

PO Box 1672

Wrangell. AK 99929

Publish Aug, 12, 19 and 26, 2021

CITY & BOROUGH OF WRANGELL
NOTICE INVITING BIDS
Fender Pile Replacement

Notice is hereby given that the City and Borough of Wrangell.
Alaska, will receive sealed bids for the Fender Pile Replacement
project. The work consists of all activities necessary (o remove
and replace eleven creosote timber piles at the City Dock and
Barge Ramp facilities and dispose of unused or unsalvageable
piles. The Borough’s estimate for the project is approximately
$20.000 to $30,000.

Sealed bids will be received by the City and Borough of
Wrangell, P.O. Box 531. Wrangell. Alaska 99929. or located at
the Borough Clerk’s Office. 205 Brueger St.. Wrangell, Alaska
99929, until 2 p.m. prevailing time Sept. 1. 2021.

Complete bidding/contract documents for this project are
available in electronic form only and can be downloaded from the
Borough’s website. www.wrangell.com, under the Bids and
RFP’s section.

Lisa Von Bargen
Borough Manager

Publish Aug. 12, 19, 26, 2021

CITY & BOROUGH OF WRANGELL
JOB BULLETIN:
Facilities Maintenance Specialist

The Wrangell Capital Facilities Department will accept
applications for the position of Facilities Maintenance Specialist.

This position performs a wide range of technical maintenance
and repairs of building systems, equipment and grounds
throughout all Borough-owned facilities and assists other
departments with special projects. Independent or cooperative
work with others is required under the daily direction and
supervision of the Facility Maintenance Specialist Lead. This is a
permanent position with all City and Borough benefits. This
position is part of the collective bargaining agreement.

Applications and job descriptions may be obtained at City
Hall. To be considered. interested applicants should submit their
City & Borough of Wrangell employment application. a cover
letter and a current resume to Robbie Marshall at City Hall. 205
Brueger St.. (P.O. Box 531), Wrangell. AK 99929. or by email to
payrolli@wrangell.com. This position is open until filled and the
first review of applications will begin Aug. 25. 2021.

The City & Borough of Wrangell is an Equal Employment
Opportunity Employer.

Lisa Von Bargen
Borough Manager

Publish Aug. 12 and Aug. 19, 2021

CITY & BOROUGH OF WRANGELL
PUBLIC NOTICE

Voter qualifications for the City and Borough of Wrangell.
October 5, 2021, Regular Election, are as follows:

1. a United States citizen:

2. registered and qualified to vote in the State of Alaska
clections and registered thereat for at least thirty (30) days
immediately preceding the municipal election:

3. at least eighteen (18) years of age:

4. a resident of the City & Borough of Wrangell for thirty (30)
days preceding the election:

5. not disqualified by reason of having been convicted of a
felony involving moral turpitude. and if so, that civil rights have
been restored, nor disqualified because judicially determined to
be of unsound mind.

Voters are cautioned to make certain their residence
address is correct on their State Voter Registration. City law
requires that each voter shall be registered to vote in the precinct
in which that person seeks to vote in order to vote in municipal
elections.

Your name must appear on the precinct list. If you are
registered in another city. you must change your registration prior
to Sunday, September 5, 2021, to qualify to vote in the Regular
Election of October 5, 2021.

You may ask the Borough Clerk to check the precinct register
to assure your qualifications. Kim Lane, MMC. Borough Clerk
City & Borough of Wrangell, Alaska

Kim Lane, MMC. Borough Clerk
City & Borough of Wrangell. Alaska

Publish Aug. 12, Aug. 19, Aug. 26, Sept. 2, 2021
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Buried line in Columbia River would move power to urban areas

By PETER FAIRLEY
InvestigateWest

Can slicing a 100-mile trench
into the bed of the Columbia
River be good for the environ-
ment? The answer is a big yes,
says a team of energy developers
that proposes submerging power
cables in the riverbed.

The developers say the cables
could deliver “clean” energy that
will be crucial for getting the
most densely developed areas of
the Pacific Northwest off fossil
fuels.

A proposal by energy devel-
oper Sun2o Partners and trans-
mission developer PowerBridge
would insert the cables into the
Columbia at The Dalles in Ore-
gon. This electrical on-ramp is
near the wind farms and solar
farms installed along the Colum-
bia Gorge in eastern Oregon and
Washington.

The cables also would inter-
sect the monster transmission
lines at a Bonneville Power Ad-
ministration substation, drawing
cheaper solar power from the
Southwest, steadier wind power
from Montana and Wyoming,
and reliable backup power

Fish Factor

Continued from page 10
hancement that models the
state’s successful salmon hatch-
ery programs.

“There’s been some efforts
looking at restoring and enhanc-
ing king crab, geoduck clams, sea
cucumbers and razor clams, but
they’re mostly at an experimen-
tal level. They’re not allowed to
do larger-scale projects until a
regulatory framework is put into
place,” Decker explained. “We're
hoping that it will be one of the
tirst bills taken back up and
moved along over the finish line
in the next session.”

Policy makers are starting to
talk more about the positive po-
tential for Alaska mariculture,
Decker said, and she believes
“we have turned a corner” as
proven by several new state and
federal hires.

NOAA Fisheries has hired

from British Columbia’s super-
sized hydropower reservoirs.

But even climate-conscious
developers can’t make plans in-
volving a natural resource like
the Columbia River without
causing uneasiness among those
concerned with ecosystems and
communities. Along the Colum-
bia, those affected would include
tribal nations and unique cul-
tural interests.

Sun2o and PowerBridge pro-
pose to bring their cables ashore
in Portland, helping to electrify
industries, buildings and vehi-
cles while reducing the use of
coal- and gas-fired power plants.
Hence the project’s name: Cas-
cade Renewable Transmission.

“The only places you can site
solar and wind at scale are, for
the most part, east of the Cas-
cades. But the demand, the need
for the electricity, is in Portland
and Seattle, on the west side,”
said Corey Kupersmith, the New
York-based renewable energy
developer who cofounded
Sun2o and dreamed up the cable
scheme. And power lines that
link east and west are filling up
fast, he said.

Anticipating environmental
concerns, the developers assert
they will do little harm to the Co-
lumbia, employing high-pres-
sure pumps that make
underwater cable installation
quick and not so dirty. Water jets
would shoot down from a “hy-
droplow” towed along the
riverbed, stirring open an 18-
inch-wide trench in the sedi-
ment.

Environmental impacts, they
argue, would likely be short-
term and outweighed by envi-
ronmental gains: reductions in
pollution from natural gas, pe-
troleum fuels and coal. That in-
cludes emissions of carbon
dioxide and methane, two green-
house gases that are supercharg-
ing the region’s wildfires and
heat waves and disrupting even
the Columbia’s temperature and
timing.

To Elaine Harvey, however,
the Cascade Renewable Trans-
mission pitch sounds like one
more industrial enterprise in a
stream of projects that have
harmed her people. Such ven-
tures decimated the Columbia
River’s fisheries and fenced off

Alicia Bishop as its first ever
aquaculture coordinator for the
Alaska Region, along with Jor-
dan Hollarsmith as research lead,
both based in Juneau. And the
University of Alaska Fairbanks
has hired seaweed research spe-
cialist Schery Amanzor as a pro-
fessor at its College of Fisheries
and Ocean Sciences to provide
even more expertise.

The state also has added two
positions to the Department of
Natural Resources to review new
mariculture lease applications to
reduce the backlog.

“They have now gone from
an average review process of
572 days down to 274 days,”
Decker said.

There are 76 active aquatic
farm and nursery permits in
Alaska, plus 35 pending new
applications that add up to
over 1,631 underwater acres.

Only 28 growers are making
sales so far.

The ultimate goal of the new
mariculture alliance is to facili-
tate a $100 million mariculture
industry by 2038, and many be-
lieve that’s very conservative
due to increasing demand, es-
pecially for seaweeds.

Fish boosters

The Alaska Seafood Market-
ing Institute is seeking
members for its advisory com-
mittees to help develop global
strategies for the Alaska
seafood brand. Committees
include salmon, halibut-sable-
fish, whitefish, shellfish,
international marketing, do-
mestic marketing, communica-
tions, customer advisory panel

and seafood technical.
The deadline to apply
is Sept. 24. Contact

struitt@alaskaseafood.org/
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and degraded the shrub-steppe
grasslands that the Yakama and
other tribes and bands ceded in
an 1855 treaty with the United
States.

A member of the Yakama’s
Kah-milt-pa, or Rock Creek,
Band, Harvey lives with the
legacy of dams, aluminum pro-
duction, wind farms, expanding
solar plants and other develop-
ment. Each has infringed on her
people’s right to pursue tradi-
tional practices.

As Harvey and Kah-milt-pa
Chief Bronsco Jim Jr. wrote ear-
lier this year in the newsletter of
Columbia Riverkeeper: “Ours is
aliving culture, and we are being
cheated by progress. An unre-
lenting cultural extinction in the
name of energy development.”

However, power-system ex-
perts say the grid that sufficed in
the fossil-fuel era must increase
capacity if renewable electricity
is to become the lifeblood of
economies.

Wind blows and sunlight
shines most reliably in places
that are sparsely populated —
areas with weak power lines.
Stronger grids would enable
more power to travel between re-
gions, so those areas can help
each other out.

Moving power west over the
Cascades means getting access to
the Bonneville Power Adminis-
tration’s regional network, the
U.S. Northwest’s transmission
backbone. That network is max-
ing out as a wave of renewable
power projects plug in.

And that was before Oregon
passed one of North America’s
most aggressive grid decar-
bonization plans. The bill, which
Gov. Kate Brown is expected to
sign this month, requires Ore-
gon’s investor-owned utilities to
deliver 80% carbon-free power
by 2030, compared to less than

50% today. It mandates 100% car-
bon-free electricity by 2040 —
five years ahead of deadlines set
by Washington state and Califor-
nia.

Hitting a transmission barrier
inspired Kupersmith to propose
the underwater cables. He knew
putting them in the riverbed was
an option, because PowerBridge
had installed two transmission
lines in the Hudson River to ease
power bottlenecks in New York
City. And he saw a submerged
cable as an end-run around op-
position to overhead lines that
has ended previous grid expan-
sion efforts in the area and fre-
quently ties up projects across
the continent.

Kupersmith’s partner at
PowerBridge, Chris Hocker, calls
overhead lines “hideously prob-
lematic,” noting that they can
take a decade or more to build. In
contrast, he and Kupersmith an-
ticipate their Columbia cables
would begin pumping electricity
in just five years — lightning
speed for new transmission.

Of course, that depends on
government and community ap-
proval. And the partners recently
began conversations with the
four tribes that have treaty rights
in the region, including the
Yakama Nation and the Cowlitz
Indian Tribe.

The Yakima Nation’s Harvey
wants to know where develop-
ment will stop. “What is this
going to lead to? Is this going to
lead to wind (turbines) down the
middle of the river? What's
down the line?”

This report is part of Getting to
Zero, InvestigateWest's yearlong re-
porting initiative on reducing car-
bon in the Cascadia region.
InvestigatelVest's work is supported
in part by the Fund for Investigative
Journalism.

State confirms cyberattack took
down health department website

JUNEAU (AP) - A “highly
sophisticated group” known for
cyberattacks against govern-
mental and other entities is be-
lieved to be behind the attack
this spring that targeted the
Alaska health department, a
spokesperson for the depart-
ment said.

Clinton Bennett, a depart-
ment spokesperson, said a cy-
bersecurity firm the department
is working with had identified
as responsible for the incident
“a highly sophisticated group
known to conduct complex cy-
berattacks against organizations
that include state governments
and health care entities.”

Bennett, in an email, said the
department will not comment
on the group’s identity, citing an
ongoing investigation.

The department said the
group had “exploited a vulner-
able website and spread from
there.” The department said it
would not provide additional
details on the nature and scope
of the attack at this time.

Information released Aug. 4
provided new details around
the timeline of the attack, which
the department previously said
was identified on May 17. The
department now says the first
signs of a “potential attack”

were identified about two
weeks earlier, on May 2,
prompting notification of law
enforcement and the subse-
quent retention of outside cy-
bersecurity services to help
investigate.

By May 17, the review found
that a server supporting the de-
partment’s website had been
compromised, the department
said. The website was taken of-
fline on May 17 and only re-
cently brought back online,
delaying the issuance of death
certificates and other public
services.

The department, on its Face-
book page May 17, initially de-
scribed its website as being
offline “due to an unexpected
outage.” The next day, it said
the site had been the target of a
malware attack.

So far, there has been no evi-
dence that protected health or
personally identifiable informa-
tion has been stolen, but the sit-
uation remains dynamic and
systems continue to be moni-
tored, the department said.

In a statement Aug. 4, the de-
partment said work continued
to “build back resilient systems”
and restore online services. A
timeline for the full restoration
of services remained unclear.
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Federal agency will conduct new review of ANWR leases

JUNEAU (AP) - The federal
Bureau of Land Management an-
nounced Aug. 3 it is moving
ahead with a new environmental
review of oil and gas leasing in
Alaska’s Arctic National Wildlife
Refuge after the Interior secre-
tary said she found “multiple
legal deficiencies” in an earlier
review.

That prior review, under the
administration of then-President
Donald Trump, provided a basis
for the first lease sale on the
refuge’s coastal plain, held in the
final days of Trump’s presidency.

A state of Alaska agency was
the main bidder in the January
lease sale, committing to pay
about $50 million in bonus bids
and annual lease fees for the 10-
year term — even if it never

spends anything more to explore
or develop the acreage, or finds
oil.

Regardless of the federal deci-
sion to again review the lease
sale, the head of the state agency
last week called the leases “valid
and enforceable.”

The federal land agency said
there will be a public process to
determine the scope of the new
review and identify major issues
related to a leasing program,
which the government has put
on hold. The state has objected to
the hold.

President Joe Biden, in a Jan-
uary executive order, called on
the Interior secretary to tem-
porarily halt activities related to
the leasing program, review the
program and, “as appropriate

Vaccinations required

Continued from page 1

follow by a month announce-
ments by the leading tribal
health organizations in Alaska
that their staff will be required
to get vaccinated.

The two largest, the Alaska
Native Tribal Health Consor-
tium and Southcentral Founda-
tion, are requiring staff get
vaccinated by Oct. 15 or risk los-
ing their jobs. The two Anchor-
age-based providers together
employ more than 5,000 people.

The Alaska Native Tribal
Health Consortium reported last
week that at least 80% of its staff
already were vaccinated.

Since last month, the South-
East Alaska Regional Health
Consortium, which operates the
Wrangell Medical Center, has re-

quired all employees, volunteers
and contractors to show proof of
vaccination against COVID-19
or risk losing their jobs or access
to the facilities.

Medical exceptions will be al-
lowed, as well as for “persons
whose sincere religious obser-
vances and practices related to
life, purpose or death oppose
vaccines,” according to the pol-
icy. “Documentation from a reli-
gious leader will be required.”

Employees who choose not
to be vaccinated and have not
received an approved exemp-
tion “will be considered as “vol-

untarily  separated”  from
employment with SEARHC,”
the policy said.

“Over 98% of SEARHC em-
ployees are compliant with the

Governor urges Alaskans to get vaccinated

ANCHORAGE (AP) - Govw.
Mike Dunleavy has urged
Alaskans to get vaccinated, amid
a spike in COVID-19 cases driven
by the Delta variant.

“There is a safe, free and
widely available tool to put
COVID-19 in the rearview mir-
ror,” Dunleavy said in a state-
ment Aug. 4. “That tool is the
vaccine.”

Alaska has reported hundreds
of new COVID-19 cases a day
since mid-July, with several more
deaths bringing the state close to
400 since the pandemic started 18
months ago. Infection rates and
hospitalizations have been trend-
ing up.

As of Monday, the vaccination
rate for eligible Alaskans had
inched closer to 59% with at least
their first dose. After a strong re-
sponse to getting the shots earlier
in the year, the vaccination num-
bers plateaued in the mid-50s%

for weeks before picking up
again recently.

After leading the nation early
on, Alaska is now in the lower
half of the states for vaccination
rates.

Alaska health officials said
during the first seven months of
this year, 94% of the state’s
COVID-19 hospitalizations and
97% of deaths were among un-
vaccinated Alaskans.

Dunleavy, who was infected
with COVID-19 in February and
was vaccinated in June, joined
Dr. Anne Zink, the state’s chief
medical officer, in urging eligible
Alaskans to get vaccinated.

Zink said vaccines are the best
way to keep Alaskans out of hos-
pitals or from losing their lives to
COVID-19.

“Nothing is more effective in
fighting this virus and getting us
all back to normal than this
game-changing tool,” she said.
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and consistent with applicable
law, conduct a new, comprehen-
sive analysis of the potential en-
vironmental impacts of the oil
and gas program.”

Interior Secretary Deb Haa-
land in June said her review
identified deficiencies in the
record underpinning the leases,
including an environmental re-
view that failed to “adequately
analyze a reasonable range of al-
ternatives” to the oil and gas de-
velopment plans.

She announced plans at that
time for the new review and
halted activities related to the
leasing program while the analy-
sis was pending.

Conservationists welcomed a
new review but also called on
Congress to repeal the provisions

of law calling for lease sales.

A law passed in 2017 called
for at least two lease sales within
the coastal plain, with the first
before Dec. 22, 2021, and the sec-
ond before Dec. 22, 2024, the land
agency has said. The first lease
sale was rushed ahead in the
final days of the Trump adminis-
tration.

Alaska political leaders have
long pushed to open the coastal
plain to development. Drilling
supporters view development as
a way to boost oil production,
generate revenue and create or
sustain jobs.

Critics have said the area off
the Beaufort Sea provides habitat
for wildlife including caribou,
polar bears and birds — and
should be off limits to drilling.

The Indigenous Gwich’in con-
sider the coastal plain sacred and
have expressed concern about
impacts to a caribou herd they
rely on for subsistence.

The main bidder in the lease
sale was the Alaska Industrial
Development and Export Au-
thority, a state corporation.

The authority holds seven, 10-
year leases, said Alan Weitzner,
the corporation’s executive direc-
tor.

Weitzner said the corporation
received a letter from an Interior
Department official notifying it
of a suspension of operations on
those leases, and that the review
would “determine whether the
leases should be reaffirmed,
voided or subject to additional
mitigation measures.”

vaccination policy,” Maegan
Bosak, senior director of lands
and property management,
based in Sitka, said in a July 2
email.

SEARHC has more than
1,200 employees in 19 Southeast
communities, with about 120 in
Wrangell.

In addition to health care
providers nationwide — which
have led the move to requiring
vaccinations for their employees
— non-medical businesses are
increasingly adopting similar
policies.

United Airlines, Frontier Air-
lines, Walgreens, Google, Face-
book, Microsoft, Walt Disney,
Walmart, CNN and Tyson
Foods have announced vaccina-
tion requirements for all or some

employees.

Starting with the fall semes-
ter, students who live on cam-
pus at the University of Alaska
Anchorage are required to
be fully vaccinated for COVID-
19.

Students will have 45 days to
get fully vaccinated if they want
to remain in housing, or they
can request waivers.

The University of Alaska
Southeast expects 400 students
in its residence halls and apart-
ments in Juneau this fall, and
will give students 10 days after
moving in to meet the vaccina-
tion requirement.

Masks are required on all
University of Alaska campuses
for the fall semester, regardless
of vaccination status, including
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in classrooms at all times, ac-
cording to the school’s policy.

The Alaska court system last
week announced it is now re-
quiring every visitor to wear a
face mask, regardless of vaccina-
tion status.

Alaska Supreme Court Chief
Justice Daniel Winfree issued
the order last week, stating that
masks are necessary because of
increased COVID-19 case counts
and the prevalence of the more
contagious  Delta  variant
throughout the state.

He also referred to informa-
tion from the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention,
which shows that fully vacci-
nated people can spread the
Delta variant just as fast as non-
vaccinated people.
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