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Time for bear feast and Bearfest
A black bear sow nurses her cub near the trail, about 25 or 30 yards short of the U.S. 
Forest Service viewing platforms at Anan Creek in this 2019 photo. The bears of 
Anan may have given their name for Wrangell’s annual Bearfest, which starts next 
Wednesday, but the event is about much more than just bears. The five days include 
an art workshop, bear symposiums, photography workshops, a golf tournament, 
book reading for children, workshops and live music, a community market, chil-
dren’s games, and a 5K, half marathon and full marathon. See story on Page 3.

By LARRY PERSILY 
Sentinel writer 

As visitor travel to Alaska picks up 
strength, as residents participate in 
summer events, and as the pace of vac-
cinations slows down, the state’s 
COVID-19 case count is rising, prompt-
ing a return to high-alert status and 
warnings by health officials. 

The statewide case count has been 
climbing since mid-June, with Alaska 
health officials attributing the rise in 
part to the highly contagious delta 
variant first identified in Alaska in 
May. 

Sitka went on high alert last week, 
as did Anchorage. The Kenai Peninsula 
went to high alert on Monday after 
counting 53 new cases over the week-
end. 

Part of the problem is the penin-
sula’s low vaccination rate — 47% of 
eligible residents with at least one shot 
— and “part is due to the influx of peo-
ple that we have coming in,” Kenai 
Public Health Nurse Tami Marsters 
told radio station KDLL on Monday. 

Sitka officials reported 156 active 
COVID-19 cases in the community as 
of Sunday evening, including 43 new 
cases and five hospitalizations over the 
weekend. Nearly half of the weekend 
patients were in their 20s and 30s, Sitka 

Rising count 
of infections 
moves Alaska 
into high alert

By LARRY PERSILY 
Sentinel writer 

Wrangell would see one 
northbound ferry every other 
week during October and No-
vember, and one southbound 
ferry the other weeks in Octo-
ber and November under the 
draft winter schedule released 
by the Alaska Marine High-
way System. 

That’s down significantly 
from the current summer 
schedule of one northbound 
and one southbound stop each 
week. 

“At what point do we just 
say, ‘We don’t have a ferry sys-

tem anymore,’” Mayor Steve 
Prysunka said. “We just get 
these schedules that are hor-
rendous in the fall.” 

The community received 
one northbound ferry in all of 
November 2020, and none in 
December, with just one south-
bound stop in January this 
year. 

Under the draft fall/winter 
2021-2022 schedule released 
the evening of July 13, ferry 
service to Wrangell for October 
and November would include 
a northbound stop by the Ken-
nicott on Mondays the first 
and third weeks of the months 

as the ship continues to Juneau 
and then to Gulf of Alaska 
ports, and a southbound visit 
on Wednesdays the second 
and fourth weeks of the 
months on the Kennicott’s re-
turn voyage to Bellingham, 
Washington. 

Petersburg would receive 
the same level of service for 
the two months. 

In December through April, 
the Matanuska would stop in 
Wrangell once a week south-
bound (Monday) and north-
bound (Friday) for three weeks 
each month, when the 
Matanuska makes the full run 

to Bellingham. But then one 
week each month, the 
Matanuska would go only as 
far south as Ketchikan, giving 
Wrangell two stops in each di-
rection those weeks. 

Budget cuts that have led to 
pulling ships out of service to 
save money and maintenance 
issues with the older vessels 
have cut into the ferry sys-
tem’s schedule in recent years. 

Legislators tried this year to 
restore much of the past 
budget cuts, but Gov. Mike 
Dunleavy vetoed the addi-
tional funding. The state fiscal 
year started July 1. 

A lack of vessels forces the 
reduced level of service. The 
Matanuska and the Aurora 
will be out of service for winter 
overhaul during October and 
November. Then the Kennicott 
will be in winter overhaul Jan. 
6 through March 9; the 
LeConte will be pulled for its 
winter overhaul January and 
February; and the Columbia 
will remain in money-saving 
layup status. 

That will leave the Matanuska 
as the only operating ferry for 
several Southeast communities 
for January and February. The 

Wrangell scheduled for reduced ferry service October-November

TORONTO (AP) - Canada an-
nounced Monday it will begin letting 
fully vaccinated U.S. citizens into the 
country on Aug. 9 — without a 14-day 
quarantine requirement and with no re-
strictions on the reason for traveling — 
and will allow travelers from the rest of 
the world on Sept. 7. 

The open border will apply only to 
U.S. citizens at least 14 days past their 
vaccination shot, according to the 
Canadian government announcement. 
Travelers will be required to upload 
proof of vaccination to Canada’s web 
portal, and will be required to show 
proof of a negative COVID-19 test 
taken within 72 hours of their arrival at 
the border. 

Canadian Public Safety Minister Bill 
Blair said the U.S. has not yet an-
nounced similar plans to lift restric-
tions for its northern neighbors to cross 
the land border for discretionary travel. 
Canadians already are able to fly into 
the United States with a negative 
COVID-19 test. 

White House press secretary Jen 
Psaki declined to say if the U.S. would 
reciprocate and open its land border to 
Canadians. 

“We are continuing to review our 
travel restrictions. Any decisions about 
resuming travel will be guided by our 
public health and medical experts,” 
Psaki said Monday. “I wouldn’t look at 

Fully vaccinated 
U.S. citizens can 
start driving into 
Canada Aug. 9

By CALEB VIERKANT 
Sentinel writer 

The borough assembly has 
directed the administration to 
pursue an updated cost esti-
mate for solving Wrangell’s de-
ficient water-treatment plant. 

Progress on replacing the 
treatment process has moved 
slowly since a 2017 cost esti-

mate of nearly $10 million, 
while Wrangell now faces key 
deadlines to retain $9 million in 
federal assistance that was ap-
proved for the work between 
2017 and 2019. 

The likelihood of higher 
costs since 2017 is another hur-
dle, should Wrangell proceed 
with the project. 

Borough officials said at a 
July 13 assembly work session 
that the pace needs to move 
quicker to complete construc-
tion by the federal aid deadline 
of 2023, or at least to get close 
enough to completion to suc-
ceed with a requested exten-
sion. 

The sand filtering system to 

clean sediment out of the com-
munity’s muskeg water supply 
is old and inefficient, and the 
borough has struggled for years 
to meet Wrangell’s water sup-
ply needs and state water qual-
ity standards. 

The city has planned to up-
grade the plant from sand filtra-
tion to what’s called a 

“dissolved air flotation sys-
tem,” which uses a coagulant to 
attract and bind together waste 
to air bubbles, which rise to the 
surface for removal . 

Upgrading to a better treat-
ment system has been on 
Wrangell’s to-do list for years. 
Amber Al-Haddad, capital fa-

Borough will update cost estimate for water treatment plant
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ST. PETERSBURG, Fla. (AP) 
- Pandemic restrictions on 
Florida-based cruise ships will 
remain in place after a federal 
appeals court temporarily 
blocked a previous ruling that 
sided with a Florida lawsuit 
challenging the regulations as 
burdensome. 

The one-paragraph decision 
by a three-judge panel of the 
11th U.S. Circuit Court of Ap-
peals was filed at 11:50 p.m. Sat-
urday, just minutes before a 
Tampa judge’s previous ruling 
against the U.S. Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention re-
strictions was set to take effect. 

The judges’ issuance of a 
temporary stay keeps the CDC 
regulations regarding Florida-
based cruise ships in place 
while the CDC appeals the 
June decision by U.S. District 
Judge Steven Merryday. 

The rules require either a 
95% vaccination rate among 
passengers, or a test cruise to 
ensure adequate measure are in 
place to protect passengers and 
crew from COVID-19. 

The large cruise ship opera-
tors coming to Alaska starting 
later this month are requiring 
vaccinations of all passengers, 
while one ship ran a test cruise 
to check out its protocols. 

The lawsuit against the fed-
eral rules, championed by Re-
publican Gov. Ron DeSantis, 

claims that the multiple-step 
process to allow cruising from 
Florida is overly burdensome, 
harming a multibillion-dollar 
industry that provides some 
159,000 jobs and generates rev-
enue for the state. 

The CDC said keeping the 
rules in place would prevent 
future COVID-19 outbreaks on 
ships that are vulnerable  
to the spread of the virus be-
cause of their close quarters 
and frequent stops at foreign 
ports. 

“The undisputed evidence 
shows that unregulated cruise 
ship operations would  
exacerbate the spread of 
COVID-19, and that the harm 
to the public that would result 
from such operations cannot be 
undone,” the CDC said in a 
court filing. 

The CDC first flatly halted 
cruise ships from sailing in 
March 2020. Then the CDC on 
Oct. 30 of last year imposed a 
four-phase conditional  
framework it said would allow 
the industry to gradually  
resume operations if certain 
thresholds were met. Those in-
cluded virus mitigation  
procedures and a simulated 
cruise to test them before  
embarking regular passengers. 

Several cruise lines have 
begun preliminary cruises 
under those guidelines.

Federal judge says 
cruise ships must 
follow COVID rules

JUNEAU (AP) - A Utah 
man who was sentenced to 30 
years in prison last month in 
the beating death of his wife 
on an Alaska cruise has died, 
the Alaska Department of 
Corrections said. 

Kenneth Manzanares was 
in the department’s custody, at 
its prison in Juneau, when he 
was found unresponsive in his 
cell July 14, the department 
said in a statement. Lifesaving 
measures were attempted but 
he was later pronounced dead, 
the department said. 

Manzanares is the seventh 
person to die in the 
department’s custody this 
year, according to the 
department, which said all 
deaths are reviewed by the 
Alaska State Troopers and 
state medical examiner’s 
office. According to the 
Department of Corrections, he 

was 43. 
The department declined to 

provide other details about 
Manzanares’ death, citing 
confidentiality, though it said 
no foul play was suspected. 

Manzanares pleaded guilty 
last year to second-degree 
murder in the beating death of 
his wife, 39-year-old Kristy 
Manzanares of Santa Clara, 
Utah, on a 2017 Alaska cruise. 
He was sentenced last month 
in a crime the federal judge 
overseeing the case described 
as violent and brutal. 

Manzanares’ attorneys, in a 
court filing, said he had brain 
abnormalities that a defense 
expert deemed consistent with 
injuries caused by playing 
contact sports. The defense 
filing also said a “combination 
of prescribed medication and 
alcohol resulted in an aberrant 
episode of violence.” 

Utah man who killed wife aboard 
Alaska cruise found dead in cell

Record year for sockeye in Bristol Bay district

Petersburg stores report worker shortage
By CHRIS BASINGER 

Petersburg Pilot 
Petersburg businesses report they are suffer-

ing due to a shortage of workers. 
“If you look, people are trying to hire every-

where,” said Jim Floyd, the general manager at 
Hammer & Wikan food and general goods 
stores. 

The several Hammer & Wikan shops all 
have been affected, according to Floyd. The gro-
cery store has limited hours, the deli has limited 
service, and the hardware store is short-handed 
but continues to keep normal business hours. 

“The convenience store has to be closed tem-
porarily until we can hire a new manager and 
get a crew for that,” Floyd said. 

Several Wrangell businesses also reported 
difficulty in hiring workers this summer, ac-
cording to a news story in the June 10 Wrangell 
Sentinel. 

Hammer & Wikan has tried to attract people 
by starting workers above the age of 18 off at 
no less than $12 per hour, but have still faced 
difficulties hiring. “We’ve been advertising 
with little to no success,” Floyd said. “We do 
offer a hiring bonus and a recruiting bonus for 
our employees if they can get people.” 

The Trading Union is also facing similar is-
sues, said general manager Barry Morrison. 
“Most of it’s trying to fill any new positions,” 
Morrison said. “We didn’t really lose anybody 
over COVID.” 

The Trading Union had some success early 
on with new applicants and college students re-
turning for the summer, but most either left 
town or found other work, Morrison said. “It’s 
hard to get full-time people that are locals stick-
ing around.” 

The Trading Union has had to adapt to the 
new situation by shutting down parts of its op-
erations and streamlining other offerings. 
“We’ve shortened hours upstairs so that we rely 
on less people,” Morrison said. “We haven’t 
had it affect the grocery department yet, but I’m 
sure that will be something to think about as 
well if it doesn’t change.” 

The worker shortage is not exclusive to 
stores, as Scandia House is also short-staffed. 
“We are working everybody very hard,” Mar-
gareta Ewald, the front desk manager at Scan-
dia House, said. “We are all pitching in, but we 
would really love to have a couple more peo-
ple.” 

Though local businesses are feeling the ef-
fects of the shortage, they do not believe Pe-
tersburg is alone. “It’s not exclusive to us, it’s 
the whole nation,” Floyd said. 

Morrison puts the nationwide shortage 
down to the effects of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
“I think people are still a little leery, a lot of 
people have been rethinking what they’re 
doing, just because it’s been a pretty big reset 
for a lot,” he said. “Different priorities, differ-
ent options.” 

FAIRBANKS (AP) - It has been a record-
breaking year for sockeye salmon catches in 
Alaska’s Bristol Bay region this year, an official 
said. 

“We’re approaching 27 million total run,” Tim 
Sands, a state Department of Fish and Game area 
management biologist said of the Nushagak Dis-
trict. 

“Our average run would be 9 million, so to be 
triple the average is amazing.” 

The region has experienced numerous record-
breaking days. 

The all-time record for catch in the Nushagak 
District on one day was more than 1.7 million set 
on June 30. “Then the very next day we broke it 

again at 1.8 million,” Sands said. 
“For perspective, up until 2017, we never had 

a single day in the history of this district where 
we harvested a million sockeye in a day,” Sands 
said. “We did it seven days (this year).” 

The entire Bristol Bay area is doing well. 
“I can tell you right now in Bristol Bay, we’re 

over 35 million harvest, and we probably have, 
I’d say, probably close to another 5 million at 
least to go,” he said. 

He is hopeful the strong run will continue 
next year. 

“I’m not a forecaster, but certainly I am opti-
mistic that next year for sure should be a very 
good year,” Sands said. 

Call  
874-2301  

to subscribe to  
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July 21, 1921 
Local strawberries of large 

size and delicious flavor have 
been on the market for nearly 
two weeks. Shipments of berries 
from Haines have also been 
received by local merchants. A 
beautiful Wrangell-raised 
geranium exhibited in a window 
of the Matheson store has 
attracted a great deal of attention 
this week.  It is owned by Mrs. 
Patterson, who decided to share 
its beauty with the general 
public. The plant is unusually 
large and has 10 bunches of 
perfect flowers of a lovely shade 
of pink.  

July 19, 1946 
A lively blaze in the basement 

of Wrangell hotel last Saturday at 
dinner time caused a flurry of 
excitement among guests and 
did damage estimated at $20,000. 
But for the prompt work  
of Wrangell’s volunteer 

department, the fire might have 
been far more serious with even 
greater loss. The fire started from 
a short circuit, it was said, back 
of the boiler in the basement and 
had charred the girders badly 
under the floor of the dining 
room and kitchen before the 
flames were brought under 
control. Upper floors of the hotel 
were filled with smoke and lack 
of gas masks by the department 
made the work of the fire fighters 
extremely hazardous. They 
fought their way through the 
dense smoke to arouse guests 
and carry out their effects as long 
as they were able. After the 
source of the fire was discovered, 
the fire hose turned on the 
flames, but not before the boiler, 
meat house and refrigeration 
plant in the basement were 
entirely destroyed. 

July 23, 1971 
Sisters Amanada Westlake, 71, 

and Edith Clark, 67, who lived 
here as girls, came back for a visit 
this week, after 54 years. They 
are former Horgheim sisters. 
Their father, the late Lars 
Horgheim, came to Wrangell in 
1903 to work lumber and to mine 
and fish. He moved his family to 
California in 1917. They have 
talked for years about coming 
back to see the town of their 
youth and have planned the trip 
the past year. “It is as I remember 
it,” Mrs. Clark, “Wrangell is 
beautiful. The prettiest scenery in 
Southeast Alaska.” The sisters 

were met at the ferry by an old 
schoolmate, Neil Grant. “The 
really big difference,” she said, 
“is the cars, I guess I knew they 
would be here but I just wasn’t 
ready for it.” There were no 
automobiles but there were 
horses in Wrangell when they 
lived here, the sisters said, and 
the streets were of wood, not 
paved, and sternwheelers on 
their way up the Stikine piled the 
waters of Zimovia Strait. “Is a 
little different, but it is still 
Wrangell after all these years,” 
said Ms. Clark.  

July 25, 1996 
They came to work, and they 

did. But they also ate, and ate, 
went sightseeing and fishing, 
and made friends all over town. 
Eleven college-age youngsters 
and three adults came north 
from the Presbytery of Peace 
River, Florida, this month to 
help Wrangell’s Presbyterian 
Church add a classroom and 
extra storage room to the back 
of the building. Footings for the 
addition were laid last year by 
another group from Iowa, using 
a $7,500 grant from the Nolan 
Trust. “We’ve had more fun 
than any place we’ve ever 
been,” said Debbie Endell. “It’s 
nice to be in a place where 
people really love where they 
live.” With the walls and roof 
rafters up, and wiring in 
progress, Pastor Mark Olson is 
hopeful that the building will be 
nearly finished by winter.

 

The Way We Were In the Sentinel 100, 75, 50 and 25 years ago.

 

          TIDES

All times listed are scheduled departure times. 
Call the terminal at 874-2021 for information 

or call 874-3711 or 800-642-0066 for recorded information. 

Senior Center Menu 
Open for in-person dining.  
Must be fully vaccinated.

Ferry Schedule

 

     High Tides                Low Tides
            AM         PM                  AM                 PM
            Time      Ft     Time      Ft     Time     Ft      Time     Ft

July 22       . . .       . . .     12:41    14.8   06:12    -2.5    06:09    3.2 
July 23     00:24    18.6    01:33    15.5   07:02    -3.3    07:01    2.7  
July 24     01:15    18.8    02:20    15.9   07:48    -3.5    07:50    2.4  
July 25     02:04    18.6    03:04    16.1   08:31    -3.3    08:36    2.3 
July 26     02:50    18.0    03:45    16.0   09:12    -2.5    09:21    2.4  
July 27     03:34    17.0    04:25    15.8   09:52    -1.5    10:07    2.7 
July 28     04:17    15.8    05:04    15.3   10:30    -0.2    10:53    3.0  

Daylight         
Hours
Date    Sunrise  Sunset    Hours 
July 22   4:33a     9:17p    16:43h 
July 23   4:35a     9:15p    16:40h 
July 24   4:37a     9:13p    16:36h 
July 25   4:38a     9:11p    16:32h 
July 26   4:40a     9:10p    16:29h 
July 27   4:42a     9:08p    16:25h 
July 28   4:44a     9:06p    16:21h  
 

July 22-July 28

The Sentinel extends its best wishes to the following people 
listed on the Wrangell Chamber of Commerce Community 
Scholarship Birthday Calendar. 

 
Thursday, July 22: James Castle, Jim Haley, Trevor Keller, 

Matt Scott, Paul Anthony Smith, Butch Wenderoth; 
Anniversary: Dewyo and Charley Young. 

Friday, July 23: Allison Petersen, Marni Privett; 
Anniversaries: Jim and Betty Abbott, Matt and Candice 
Wilsie. 

Saturday, July 24: Maddox Angerman, Jeanette Covalt, 
Maria Holder, David Smith; Anniversary: David and Sabrina 
Smith. 

Sunday, July 25: Lizzy Romane, Celly Nelson-Young. 
Monday, July 26: David Allen, Paige Ashlyn Baggen, Gus 

Barlow, Darian Burley, Timothy Melzer. 
Tuesday, July 27: Daniel Churchill, Ann Johnson, Damon 

Roher, Jean Kuntz, Randy Robinson Sr., Lester Schultz, 
Kristy A. Woodbury. 

Wednesday, July 28: Gavin DeBoer, Danette Grover, 
Michael Reese Guggenbickler, Tasha Morse, Gunner Smith. 

Thursday, July 29: Jeffrey Brown, Devlyn Campbell, Katie 
Hagan, Tony Rice, Alice Hunt Rooney; Anniversary: David 
and LeAnn Bryner.

Please call the senior center at 874-2066 by 2 p.m.  
the day prior to reserve a seat at lunch  

at the center or to request delivery. 
The senior van also is available to transport seniors to  

medical appointments, reasonable errands such as  
collecting mail, getting prescriptions or  

other essential items.

Birthdays &  
Anniversaries WRANGELL PARKS & RECREATION is offering jiu jitsu classes on Tuesdays, Thursdays and 

Saturdays for ages 18 years and up. Registration begins Aug. 2; classes start Aug. 24. Contact 
Parks and Recreation for more information, 874-2444.  
 
WRANGELL SCHOOL DISTRICT PowerSchool registration will open online starting Aug. 9. 
Districtwide registration help will be available 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Aug. 17 in the high school 
commons. 
 
BEARFEST 2021 starts Wednesday and runs through Aug. 1. Symposiums, art and photo 
workshops, cultural events, golf and live music. Check out the full schedule at 
www.alaskabearfest.org 
 
BAHA’I summer Virtues Camp for kids between the ages of 5 to 10, is scheduled for 11 a.m. to 
noon Mondays and Tuesdays, through Aug. 3 at the Community Center, with lunch, music, art 
and games scheduled for noon to 1:30 p.m. The summer camp is free with a light lunch 
provided, and is open to everyone. To register, or for more information, call Kay Larson at 907-
209-9117. 
 
CAMP LORAINE, a Christian summer camp for kids between the ages of 8 to 16, is planned for 
Aug. 1-8. The camp is located west of Wrangell. The cost is $199. Applications available online: 
www.alaskacamps.org.   
 
WRANGELL QUILT SHOW, Christmas in July presented by Wrangell Stikine Stitchers at the 
Nolan Center through July 30, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday through Saturday. 
 
TLINGIT & HAIDA HEAD START is enrolling for the 2021-2022 school year. Head Start is a 
free federal program for preschool children from low-income families. Apply online at 
www.ccthita-nsn.gov/services/family/headstart. For more information, contact Head Start at 
907-463-7127, or email headstartenrollment@ccthita-nsn.gov. 
 
COMMUNITY POTLUCK 6 p.m. Fridays through Aug. 31, at the sheltered site on Nemo Point 
Road. All are welcome. 
 

Want more attendance at your meeting or event? Send information for Roundup to wrgsent@gmail.com or call 
874-2301. Or go to the Sentinel website, click on the Calendar tab, and submit your entry online. 

 
 
 
PARKS and RECREATION www.wrangellrec.com 
Open swim is open by appointment, at reduced capacity. Locker rooms are available. 

Arthritis class, 8:30 - 9:30 a.m., Monday, Wednesday, Friday 
Lap swim, 6 - 7:30 a.m. Monday, Wednesday, Friday 
Lap/tot swim, 11:30 a.m. - 1 p.m., weekdays, 5 - 6 p.m. Tuesday, Thursday,  and 11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
Saturday 
Open swim, 5:30 - 7 p.m. Monday and Wednesday;  6:30 - 8 p.m. Friday; 1 - 2 p.m. Saturday 
Water aerobics class, 10 - 11 a.m. Monday, Wednesday, Friday 

 
Weight room available by appointment and at reduced capacity: 

6 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. and 3:30 - 7:30 p.m. Monday through Thursday; 6 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. and 3:30 - 8:30 
p.m. Friday; 10 a.m. - 2:30 p.m. Saturday 

 
AA Meetings: North Star Group meets from 7 to 8 p.m. Tuesdays and Fridays, St. Philips Episcopal 
Church.

Wrangell Roundup: Special Events

Friday, July 23 
Turkey soup, fruit slaw, cheese sandwich 

Monday, July 26 
Chicken Tahitian, peas, salad, rice 

Tuesday, July 27 
Meatloaf, steamed greens, salad, potatoes 

Wednesday, July 28 
Pork roast, sweet potatoes, fruit cocktail 

Thursday, July 29 
Beefaroni, vegetables, apricot salad 

NORTHBOUND SOUTHBOUND 
Friday, July 23 Monday, July 26 
Matanuska, 6:30 p.m. Matanuska, 8 a.m. 
Friday, July 30                         Monday, Aug. 2 
Matanuska, 3:45 p.m.               Matanuska, 3:30 a.m. 
Friday, Aug. 6                           Monday, Aug. 9 
Matanuska, 4:45 p.m.               Matanuska, 7:15 a.m. 
Friday, Aug. 13                         Monday, Aug. 16 
Matanuska, 5:45 p.m.               Matanuska, 7:30 a.m. 
Friday, Aug. 20 Monday, Aug. 23 
Matanuska, 5:45 p.m. Matanuska, 7:30 a.m. 

By RAGEAN MILLER 
Ketchikan�Daily News 

While growing up in the First 
City, Emilio Torres always knew 
he was going to make a movie. 

A recent graduate of New 
York University’s film school, 
Torres arrived back 
in� Ketchikan� early in July to 
work with a cast of local actors 
and friends from film school to 
bring his debut short film, “The 
Ladder,” to life. 

Torres, who moved to Seattle 
from New York City, described 
the project as a philosophical sci-
fi short film about a fisherman 
who is confronted with a choice 
to change his life forever. 

Filming took four days in 
Ketchikan. Torres hopes that he 
will be able to enter “The Lad-
der” into film festivals. He at-
tributed much of his longtime 
interest in film to a Ketchikan 
childhood. 

“I grew up in Ketchikan and 
that was kind of my way into the 
whole world of filmmaking, be-
cause when I was younger I did 
theater,” he told said. “Thanks to 
First City Players, I had a lot of 
opportunities to be in theater 
and involved in theater growing 
up. And so, because of that, I be-
came fascinated with acting, per-
forming and storytelling (and) 
directing. That’s always what I 
wanted to do.” 

Torres wrote the script for the 
“The Ladder” in 2019, but had to 
table the project due to the coro-
navirus pandemic. 

Along with a crew of film 
school associates and other 
friends — some from Ketchikan 
— he was ready to get back to 
business. “There’s an excitement 
just in the fact that I finally get to 
make it, but there’s also like the 
aspect of, you know, I grew up 
here in Ketchikan and when I 
was a kid, I dreamed of going to 
film school,” he said. 

In “The Ladder,” a fisherman 
has a big choice to make when a 
bio-technology company called 
Actilife makes available a volun-
tary procedure to transplant 
older individuals’ consciousness 
into a 21-year-old body. 

“In essence, they created a 

way for older people in our com-
munities to restart their lives, if 
they so choose,” Torres ex-
plained. “And in the film, it ex-
plores Ketchikan, because it is 
kind of being used as a test city 
to see how this procedure would 
work.” 

The storyline follows a fic-
tious First City fisherman 
named Arthur, portrayed by 
local Keith Smith, who is given 
the opportunity to complete the 
procedure. 

“And so the film is about 
whether or not he does this pro-
cedure,” Torres said. “The film is 
really just about (if) an older 
Alaska fisherman would or 
would not want to restart their 
life.” 

Torres said he always had an 
obsession with the idea of “start-
ing over.” 

“I’m always like, ‘Oh, well, if 
I just go back to this year or this 
day, you know, I can change it ... 
or if I just had more time, I could 
do this,” he said. “That’s always 
been on my mind in general. But 
you know, really, what the 
movie’s about beyond just that 
concept is how family dynamics 
change as you age.” 

The recent graduate also was 
inspired by his own developing 

understanding of how he relates 
to his family as he gets older. 

“Our main character strug-
gles with whether or not to do 
this and also how to go about 
telling your son if he wants to do 
it,” he said. “And that came from 
me, you know, I wrote the script 
and I went to college and it was 
kind of the first time as an adult 
(that) I was interacting with my 
parents as another adult. And so, 
it kind of clicked for me to be 
like, `Oh yeah, my relationships 
with these people are different 
and they’re always going to be 
different.” 

He hopes the movie shows 
that shifting family dynamics 
can be positive. 

“But of course, it’s a challenge 
and how you navigate it in our 
modern day world is pretty, 
pretty crazy,” Torres added. 

The movie’s namesake was 
derived from the salmon ladder 
in Ketchikan Creek near Married 
Man’s Trail and Park Avenue. 

“The reason the movie’s 
called `The Ladder’ is because 
it’s a metaphor for the salmon 
ladder,” Torres said. “And when 
I was a kid, I used to think about 
how the salmon ladder is so in-
teresting because we learn in 
school that salmon are in the 

ocean, and then when it’s time 
for them to spawn, they swim 
up the creek. They go up the lad-
der and then they’ll spawn and 
have their children and then 
die.” 

He continued, “And that was 
always really profound to me, 
even as a kid, because I used to 
think are the salmon aware 
when they hop up the ladder in 
some weird spiritual way that 
they’re accepting the end of their 
life?” 

Torres’ thoughts about 
salmon became part of the 
movie, inspiring a scene involv-

ing a discussion about salmon 
between the main character and 
his daughter-in-law. 

While there wasn’t a formal 
casting process, Torres said that 
there were auditions. He noted 
that he pictured Keith Smith in 
the role of Arthur as he wrote the 
script two years ago, having 
known him for many years be-
fore writing the movie. 

“Then it became a question of 
casting the other actors,” he said, 
adding that he simply reached 
out to people in Ketchikan. 

“I was planning to make it in 
May of 2020, but obviously in 
March when the COVID-19 pan-
demic first started, at that time, 
it did not feel right or responsi-
ble to make the movie,” Torres 
said. “So I went ahead and post-
poned production. And at that 
time, I really didn’t know when 
we were going to make it, be-
cause at that point, none of us re-
ally knew what this pandemic 
was going to be.” 

With the production on 
pause, Torres graduated early 
from NYU’s film school. 

He said that in the past year, 
he decided to aim to start shoot-
ing the film this summer. He 
raised about $17,000, which 
went toward production costs 
such as equipment rental and in-
surance and other fees. 

Torres said that the next step 
is to start editing the footage 
from the filming process in 
Ketchikan when he returns 
home to Seattle. 

Film school grad returns home to Ketchikan to make sci-fi short

Director Emilio Miguel Torres halts foot traffic on set during filming for “The Ladder” on July 7 in 
Ketchikan. A recent graduate of New York University's film school, Torres arrived back in Ketchikan 
early last week to work with a cast of local actors and friends from film school to bring his debut 
short film, “The Ladder,” to life.

DUSTIN SAFRANEK/KETCHIKAN DAILY NEWS VIA AP

Murkowski out-fundraises Senate challenger
JUNEAU (AP) - U.S. Sen. 

Lisa Murkowski ended the latest 
quarter with a big cash-on-hand 
advantage over conservative Re-
publican rival Kelly Tshibaka, 
according to fundraising reports 
released July 15. 

Murkowski, a Republican 
who has not officially an-
nounced plans for reelection 
next year, came into 2021 with 
about $1 million in her cam-
paign coffers. She reported 
bringing in about $1.1 million 
during the most recent fundrais-
ing quarter and having $2.3 mil-
lion available as of June 30, her 
report shows. 

Tshibaka, a former state De-
partment of Administration 

commissioner under Gov. Mike 
Dunleavy, ended June with 
about $275,700 available, her 
disclosures showed. She re-
ported raising about $545,000 
during the second quarter. 

Tshibaka has sought to raise 
her profile on conservative na-
tional programs since announc-
ing her candidacy in late March. 
She also has touted endorse-
ments from former President 
Donald Trump and state party 
leaders. 

Murkowski, who has a repu-
tation as a moderate, has at 
times butted heads with party 
leaders over her position on is-
sues such as abortion and in her 
criticism of Trump. 

Institute for Occupational Safety 
and Health (NIOSH).  

NIOSH spokesperson Julie 
Sorensen told National Fisherman 
that fishermen have said they 
wonder how sleep deprivation 
will affect their cognitive ability 
as they get older. Many are curi-
ous about energy drinks, naps, 
diet, and other sleep disrupters. 

Find links to the project 
called “Assessments of Sleep 
Deprivation and Associated 
Health and Cognitive Impacts in 
Commercial Fishermen” at 
www.necenter.org/ 

Expo is back 
Pacific Marine Expo is back 

in person after COVID-19 forced 
it to cancel last year. Now in its 
55th year, the trade show is set 
for Nov. 18-20 at the Lumen 
Field Event Center in Seattle.  

Expo is on track to host about 
500 vendors, said Bob Callahan, 

vice president of Diversified 
Communications Group and 
Expo director. 

This year’s Expo has another 
good lure. 

“This year is a bonus because 
the Seahawks play on Sunday, 
the day after the show closes,” 
Callahan said. “They play the 
Cardinals. We’ll be giving out 
Seahawks tickets over the three 
days.” www.pacificmarine-
expo.com 

At the grocery store 
U.S. fresh, frozen, and shelf-

stable seafood sales reached 
$585 million in June. That was a 
5.3% drop from 2020, but sales 
are up nearly 44% compared to 
June 2019, reported Seafood-
Source.  

The survey is finding “in-
creases in household penetra-
tion, trips and spend per trip,” 
210 Analytics Principal Anne-
Marie Roerink said.

Continued from page 10
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FOR SALE 
Used desk. 41” long, 28” high, 
16” deep. Pull-out keyboard tray. 
$10. Call 907-209-5616. 

HELP WANTED 
Tongass Federal Credit Union is 
seeking a qualified individual for 
the Branch Manager position in 
Wrangell. Five years of  

financial institution supervisory 
experience and lending 
knowledge is preferred. We offer 
competitive pay, health and 
employee benefits, paid time off 
and a fun atmosphere! For more 
information, please contact  
Trish Hup at 
trishhup@tongassfcu.com. 

HELP WANTED 
Wrangell Public Schools is 
accepting applications for the 
following positions for the 2021-
2022 school year: 
Custodians: These are full-time, 
year-round classified positions 
with benefits earning $15.45 to 
$23.39/hour, 7.5 hours per day. 
Job duties include but are not 
limited to keeping our school 
complex clean and assisting with 
setting up rooms for classes, 
large presentations and business 
meetings as needed; and 
assisting with minor repairs. A 
high school diploma or 
equivalent is desired. 
Paraprofessionals: These are 
part-time. nine-month positions 
earning $14 to  $23.42 per hour. 
We have multiple open positions 

working as instructional aides 
with students, for a minimum of 
5.75 hours per day in small 
groups or one-on-one in the 
library or special-education 
programs. A high school 

diploma or equivalent is 
required. For more information 
and a detailed job description, 
please contact the District Office 
at 907-874-2347. 
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PUBLIC NOTICE  
On April 23, 2021, the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) initiated an environmental cleanup 

project at the former FAA facilities on lands managed by the United States Department of Agriculture 
Forest Service (USDA FS) on the eastern side of Big Level Island, AK (56.465788-133.094870). This 
project includes the excavation and offsite disposal of approximately 2,600 cubic yards (CYs) of 
impacted soils (hazardous and non-hazardous waste) associated with the former FAA landfill, former 
landfill burn and staging areas, and a former barge pipeline connection point. Further, this FAA onsite 
effort includes a subsurface investigation to delineate potentially impacted soils associated with former 
FAA housing and mission-supporting FAA mechanical shops. Hazardous substances associated with 
the project are subject to the Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation and Liability 
Act (CERCLA), and the National Contingency Plan (NCP). FAA is performing the Big Level Island 
cleanup activities in coordination and under regulatory oversight of the USDA FS and Alaska 
Department of Environmental Conservation (ADEC).   

All waste generated during the project is containerized, appropriately characterized for disposal, 
and removed from the island on a weekly basis, or as required. Soil and other debris contaminated with 
hazardous and non-hazardous (petroleum) substances are being shipped to Columbia Waste 
Management and Columbia Ridge Landfill in Arlington, Oregon, respectfully. Lead-painted metal will 
be sent to the Petersburg Bailer Facility in Petersburg, Alaska, to be transported to a metal recycler in 
Seattle, Washington. Other non-hazardous waste is being shipped to the Petersburg, Alaska, Landfill.  

In accordance with 40 CFR 300.820, the administrative record associated with this environmental 
cleanup effort on Big Level Island, AK, is available for public review and comment at the USFS 
Petersburg Ranger District Office located at 12 N. Nordic Drive, Petersburg, AK 99833. The 
Administrative Record includes the Time-Critical Removal Action Memorandum and the Work Plan 
governing the project in 2021. Because Forest Service offices are closed due to Covid-19, an 
appointment can be made by calling (907)-772-3871. A thirty-day comment period begins the date this 
notice is published.  Comments can be sent to Linda Riddle, Alaska On-Scene Coordinator, USDA 
Forest Service, Room 549, P.O. Box 21628, Juneau, Alaska, 99801 or to linda.riddle@usda.gov.  
 
Publish: July 1, 8, 15, 22, and 29, 2021

Early prices to Alaska salmon 
fishermen are trickling in and, as 
anticipated, they are up across 
the board. That will give a nice 
boost to the economic base of 
fishing communities and the 
state from fish taxes, fees and 
other assessments. 

About one-third (62 million) 
of Alaska’s projected catch of 190 
million salmon had crossed the 
docks by July 16 at the halfway 
point of the fishing season. 

Prices paid to fishermen vary 
based on buyers, gear types and 
regions, and bonuses and post-
season pay adjustments won’t 
be finalized until early next year. 

Here’s an early snapshot of 
average base prices from major 
processors at this point in the 
season: 

At Bristol Bay, OBI Seafoods 
has upped the price paid to fish-
ermen to $1.25 per pound, top-
ping the $1.10 per pound that 
Peter Pan posted before the start 
of the season, up from $0.70 last 
year. 

Kodiak fishermen were get-
ting $1.45 to $1.50 for sockeyes, 
and $1.75 in Southeast. 

That compares to a statewide 
average of just $0.76 a pound for 
sockeye salmon last year. A 2021 
catch of 46.6 million sockeyes is 
expected for Alaska; the total so 
far has topped 44 million. 

Pink salmon were averaging 
$0.35 cents a pound for fisher-
men. An Alaska harvest of 124.2 
million pinks is expected this 
summer, nearly 49% higher than 
last year. The statewide pink 
salmon price in 2020 averaged 
$0.30 cents a pound. 

Chums were averaging $0.50 
per pound for Kodiak fisher-
men, twice last year’s price, and 
$0.85 at Southeast, compared to 
$0.45. The average chum price in 
2020 was $0.43 cents a pound. 

According to the Alaska De-
partment of Fish and Game, 
troll-caught kings at Southeast 
were averaging $6.73 a pound, 
compared to a statewide aver-
age of $5.07 last year. With aver-

age weights at 11 pounds, each 
chinook was again worth more 
than one barrel of Alaska crude 
oil ($74.03 vs.73.48 as of July 16). 

Coho salmon catches will 
begin adding up in August, but 
troll-caught silvers at Southeast 
were paying fishermen a whop-
ping $2.50 per pound for all 
sizes. That compares to $1.74 in 
the Panhandle last year and a 
statewide average for silvers at 
$1.17. 

Smaller sockeyes 
The run of sockeye salmon 

returning home to Bristol Bay 
could set a record at 66 million 
fish. The catch has topped 36 
million, but the reds are smaller 
than in past years.  

The average size this summer 
is 4.5 pounds, compared to 5.1 
pounds last year, said Dan Lesh 
with McKinley Research Group. 
Still, the sockeyes are heading 
into an eager market. 

“Supply is low and there is 
strong demand for premium 
seafoods across the board,” he 

said. “People have more money 
and spending at food service is 
at pre-pandemic levels.” 

Bristol Bay reds aren’t the 
only ones shrinking.  

Chinook size has declined the 
most at 8%; 3.3% for cohos; 2.4% 
for chum salmon; and a 2.1% 
shrinkage in sockeyes overall. 

That’s based on 60 years of 
measurements from 12.5 million 
Alaska salmon, excluding pinks, 
by Nature Communications that 
compared average body lengths 
before 1990 and after 2010.  

Sleeping at sea, or not 
Finding time to sleep is one of 

the biggest challenges during a 
fishing trip, especially during 
limited openers. The pressure to 
bait and pull pots or lines and 
handle nets can be unrelenting.  

“The less you sleep, the more 
money you make in some sense. 
That’s a really hard thing to 
overcome. Because everybody 
wants to make more 
money,”�said Jerry Dzugan, di-
rector of the Alaska Marine 

Safety Education Association at 
Sitka.  

Sleep deprivation leads to 
more accidents and worsens 
physical performance, he told 
public radio station KDLL in 
Kenai 

“The military alone has done 
volumes on this because of per-
formance of personnel in the 
military. But not much has been 
done in the commercial fishing 
industry. And I think that’s the 
big thing,”�he said. “I don’t think 
I’ve had one person tell me it’s 
not a problem.” 

The safety program has part-
nered with national organiza-
tions for a two-year project with 
200 randomly selected fisher-
men in Alaska, Oregon and the 
Northeast. The group will track 
and hear fishermen’s concerns 
about their sleep patterns and 
possible effects on their safety 
and health. 

Funding comes from the U.S. 
Coast Guard and the National 

Salmon prices up across the state this summer
Alaska Fish Factor By LAINE�WELCH Fisheries columnist

Continued on page 11
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A black bear grabs a salmon near the Anan Wildlife Observatory, working from the rocks 
just across of the viewing platforms at the falls.

Bearfest starts 5-day run on Wednesday
By SENTINEL STAFF 

Wrangell’s annual Bearfest opens Wednes-
day and will feature symposiums by bear ex-
perts, art and photo workshops, children’s 
games, pool time and more — even a demon-
stration by a Seattle sushi chef, adding a 
seafood entrée to the five-day festival menu. 

This year’s Bearfest will run to Aug. 1, re-
turning in full force after the COVID-19 pan-
demic forced a scaled-back celebration in 
2020. 

The schedule also includes children’s 
events, live music, the annual Bearfest run, a 

golf tournament, community market, a plant 
walk, and lots of food. 

This year’s Bearfest will also feature Tlingit 
cultural stories at Chief Shakes House on July 
29, a dinner and auction on July 30 prepared 
by Seattle chef Carrie Mashaney and the 
sushi-making demonstration and class with 
Brandon Wicks on July 31. 

The full schedule is available on Facebook 
at “Alaska Bearfest,” or online at www.alask-
abearfest.org. 

Paper copies of the schedule can be picked 
up at Alaska Vistas near the City Dock. 

COVID-19 cases 
reported on its COVID-19 web-
site. 

Officials said the surge is 
driven by residents who refuse 
vaccination, “even in the face 
of the more dangerous delta 
variant of the virus that is 
spreading across Alaska.” 

The City and Borough of 
Sitka on July 14 reinstated a 
masking requirement in mu-
nicipal buildings, if six feet of 
social distance cannot be main-
tained. “Mask up, whether you 
are vaccinated or not,” said 
Craig Warren, the emergency 
operations center incident 
commander. 

Anchorage reported more 
than 300 new cases last week, 
220 more over the weekend, 
and almost 700 in the past two 
weeks.� 

Cordova had more than 40 
active cases at its peak last 
week in the community of 
2,400 people, with an addi-
tional 14 over the weekend. 

On Tuesday, Juneau ordered 
faces masks in all city and bor-
ough buildings and facilities, 
effective immediately, due to 
the jump in COVID-19 cases. 

Juneau officials also have 
urged unvaccinated travelers 
arriving from Alaska commu-
nities that are seeing a rise in 
cases to get tested when they 
return to town, including trav-
elers from Sitka, Anchorage 
and the Kenai Peninsula. 

Two Juneau residents who 
traveled to Sitka within the 
past week tested positive for 
the virus. 

Wrangell reported two cases 
last week — the first since the 
Fourth of July. Both were resi-
dents who had been in contact 
with visitors from out of town. 

The Wrangell Parks and 
Recreation Department re-
ported last Friday one of the 
people who tested positive 
for�COVID� “has recently fre-
quented the pool facility,” and 
public health officials were 
reaching out to people who 
may have been exposed. 

“I am concerned, yes, I’m al-
ways concerned,” Wrangell 
Mayor Steve Prysunka said of 
the latest cases in town. “If it 
blows up, we’ll have to back 
up and punt,” and possibly 
consider further measures to 
protect public safety. 

Wrangell’s vaccination rate 
is 62% of eligible residents. The 
statewide rate is almost 57%. 
Skagway leads Southeast at 
81%, as of Tuesday. 

The state has continued its 
contract with the SouthEast 

Alaska Regional Health Con-
sortium for free COVID-19 
testing at the Wrangell airport. 
The contract had been due to 
end June 30. Testing at the first 
sign of any symptoms is im-
portant to catch infections be-
fore they spread, Prysunka 
said. 

As of Monday, state health 
officials reported 69 people 
with confirmed cases of 
COVID-19 hospitalized in 
Alaska — more than twice the 
daily average for most of  
June. 

Alaska’s vaccination rate 
has not moved much in recent 
weeks, as fewer people are get-
ting their shots. As of Monday, 
56% of eligible Alaskans had 
received at least their first vac-
cine dose, and 51% were fully 
vaccinated. While Alaska was 
among the early vaccination 
leaders nationwide, the state 
has now slipped to 29th place 
as of Monday, according to 
federal statistics. 

And though vaccinations 
do not guarantee a person will 
not get COVID-19, the shots 
are highly effective at prevent-
ing infections and, if infected, 
reducing the severity of the ill-
ness, state officials said. 

A recent report prepared for 
the state said only 4.2% of 
Alaska’s COVID-19 cases be-
tween February and June were 
among people who were fully 
vaccinated, while just 1% of 
Alaska’s COVID-19 hospital-
izations during that time in-
volved fully vaccinated 
individuals. 

As public health officials 
continue to emphasize the 
need for people to get vacci-
nated — to protect themselves 
and anyone around them — 
more employers are requiring 
vaccinations of their employ-
ees. 

Southeast Alaska’s largest 
tribal organization last week 
joined the growing list of em-
ployers. Leadership at the Cen-
tral Council of Tlingit & Haida 
Indian Tribes of Alaska met 
last Friday and decided to re-
quire vaccinations, according 
to Juneau public radio station 
KTOO. 

The Central Council joins 
the SouthEast Alaska Regional 
Health Consortium and other 
employers that have adopted 
similar vaccination policies in 
recent weeks. 

The Tlingit & Haida execu-
tive council will also require 
delegates who attend the Sep-
tember tribal assembly in-per-
son meeting to be vaccinated. 

By LARRY PERSILY 
Sentinel writer 

The COVID-19 case count 
among the 214 passengers and 
crew who were aboard the 
American Constellation’s South-
east Alaska cruise the second 
week of July has risen to 16, as 
the ship prepared this week to 
end its 10-day quarantine in 
Juneau and resume voyages. 

Of the 16, four isolated in Pe-
tersburg, which was where the 
first case was discovered on July 
8, and a dozen in Juneau, the 
City and Borough of Juneau re-
ported July 15.  

As of Monday, nine had re-
covered and seven people re-
mained in isolation in Juneau, 
officials said. 

The 267-foot-long ship, oper-
ated by American Cruise Lines, 
tied up in Juneau on July 10 after 

cutting short its voyage so that 
the crew could quarantine, while 
allowing uninfected passengers 
to disembark and fly home. 

Neither the company nor Pe-
tersburg or Juneau officials have 
disclosed how many of the 16 
cases were crew members and 
how many were passengers. 

The company required all of 
its passengers to get fully vacci-
nated before traveling, but ac-
cording to public health officials 
did not require the same for its 
crew. 

However, at least two of the 
COVID-19 cases were fully vac-
cinated individuals, health offi-
cials said. 

The change in operating 
plans meant the ship canceled its 
July 11-12 stopover in Wrangell. 
The American Constellation is 
not scheduled to return to 

Wrangell until Sept. 7-8. 
While docked in Juneau, 43 

crew remained on board, in iso-
lation from the community. 

“The good news story about 
the American Constellation is 
the cases were identified very 
early,” Bryan Fisher, the state’s 
director of Homeland Security 
and Emergency Management, 
said in the state’s weekly 
COVID-19 update. 

“The company made the 
right decision to terminate the 
rest of that cruise and to isolate 
the folks that tested positive,” 
Fisher said, as reported by pub-
lic radio station KTOO in 
Juneau. 

Juneau officials said the iso-
lated cluster presented a “low” 
potential risk of exposure to the 
community. 

The ship had been in Haines 
two days before the first case 
was reported in Petersburg. 
“There is limited concern of 
community spread given the 
date of the test and arrival into 
Haines,” the Haines Borough 
said in a prepared statement the 
day the ship went into quaran-
tine in Juneau. “Public Health is 
not recommending any addi-
tional safety precautions for 
Haines at this time.” 

American Cruise Lines al-
lowed passengers to leave the 
boat in Petersburg for tourist ac-
tivities the day after the first case 
was reported because the travel-
ers were all fully vaccinated, ac-
cording to the Petersburg 
Medical Center. 

Cruise ship COVID case count climbs to 16 

Continued from page 1

WRANGELL EYE CARE 
PRISM OPTICAL OF ALASKA

VISITING EYE DOCTOR 
EVERY OTHER SUNDAY

For an eye exam appointment or questions,  
please call us at: 1-800-701-3999 

or schedule online at www.PrismBooking.com/Wrangell

Local Eye Care you can count on!  Prism is proud to announce  
a visiting optometrist will be coming to Wrangell every month  

to assist with your eye care and optical needs.  
 Our new office is conveniently located at 106 Lynch St, Suite C1 

(next to the Wrangell Sentinel, across from Stikine Drug).  
Come in for a free eyeglass adjustment and tune-up. 

Eye exams, contact lenses  
& fashionable eyewear



By GILLIAN FLACCUS 
The Associated Press 

OTIS, Ore. (AP) - Wildfire 
smoke was thick when Tye and 
Melynda Small went to bed last 
Labor Day, but they weren’t too 
concerned. After all, they live in 
a part of Oregon where ferns 
grow from tree trunks and rain-
fall averages more than six feet 
a year. 

But just after midnight, a 
neighbor awakened them as 
towering flames, pushed by 
gusting winds, bore down. The 
Smalls and their four children 
fled, as wind whipped the blaze 
into a fiery tornado and trees 
exploded around them. 

When it was over, they were 
left homeless by a peril they 
had never imagined. Only two 
houses on their street in Otis 
survived a fire they expected to 
be tamped out long before it 
reached their door less than six 
miles from the Pacific Ocean. 

“Nobody ever thought that 
on the Oregon coast we would 
have a fire like this. Here ... it 
rains. It rains three-quarters of 
the year,” Melynda Small said. 
“It was one of the scariest things 
I’ve ever gone through.” 

The fire that leveled the rural 
community of 3,500 people was 
part of an Oregon wildfire sea-
son last fall that destroyed more 
than 4,000 homes, killed nine 
people and raged through 1.1 
million acres. Almost all the 
damage occurred over a hellish 
72 hours that stretched firefight-
ers to their breaking point. 

Pushed by unusually strong 
winds, fires ripped through 
temperate rainforest just a few 
minutes’ drive from the ocean, 
crept to within 30 miles of 
downtown Portland, leveled 
thousands of homes and busi-

nesses along Interstate 5 and 
wiped out communities that 
cater to outdoors enthusiasts. 

It was a wake-up call for the 
Pacific Northwest as climate 
change brings destructive 
blazes that feel more like Cali-
fornia’s annual fire siege to wet 
places and urban landscapes 
once believed insulated from 
them. 

And while last year was a 
wake-up call, this summer is 
ringing even louder as Oregon 
is in another fire season amid 
some of the worst conditions in 
memory. The largest blaze is 
about 200 miles southeast of last 
year’s inferno in Otis. 

The destructive Bootleg Fire, 
one of the largest in modern 
Oregon history, as of Monday 
had burned more than 535 
square miles. 

Thousands have been or-
dered to evacuate, including 
some 2,000 people who live in 
rugged terrain among lakes and 
wildlife refuges near the fire, 
which, as of Monday, has 
burned at least 67 homes and 
100 outbuildings while threat-
ening many more. 

Oregon weathered its driest 
April in 80 years, and in the 
normally wet months of March 
and April, it had the lightest 
rainfall since 1924. 

Marc Brooks, who founded 
Cascade Relief Team to help last 
fall’s fire victims statewide, said 
by this April his group had been 
put on alert four times for wild-
fires at a time when “we should 
be getting snow, not drought.” 

The warming climate means 
snow on Oregon’s famous 
peaks melts earlier, leaving soil 
and vegetation parched by late 
summer even if it does rain, 
said Erica Fleishman, director of 

the Oregon Climate Change Re-
search Institute at Oregon State 
University. 

Last fall’s blazes were driven 
by “extremely rare” powerful, 
sustained winds, and in combi-
nation with the arid conditions, 
a major wildfire was almost in-
evitable, she said. “If we had a 
spark — and any time we have 
people, we have a spark — 
there was a high likelihood that 
a fire would ignite.” 

Fire on the Oregon coast isn’t 
without precedent. A series of 
blazes starting in the 1930s 
scorched 355,000 acres in what’s 
known as the Tillamook Burn. 
In 1936, a wind-driven fire 
killed 10 people in the seaside 
town of Bandon. 

But what happened last fall 
across western Oregon was ex-
treme, said Larry O’Neill, Ore-
gon’s state climatologist. 

The Cascade Mountains run 
north-south and separate the 
notoriously rainy part of the 
state to the west and the drier 
climate to the east, where fires 
usually burn in less populated 
areas. Last year multiple blazes 
raged in the western Cascades 
where “you think of it being a 
rainforest with ferns” and closer 
to population centers, O’Neill 
said. 

“I thought we still had a gen-
eration or so to get our ducks in 
a row to prepare for this, and 
these last couple fire seasons 
here have been a huge wake-up 
call that we are experiencing it 
now,” he said. 

One fire in southwest Ore-
gon obliterated thousands of 
homes in two towns along In-
terstate 5, and was unique for 
Oregon because it was fueled 
by houses, gas stations and fast-
food restaurants — not forest, 

said Doug Grafe, head of the 
Oregon Department of Forestry. 

“To lose the number of com-
munities that we did was eye-
opening,” he said. “That’s new 
ground for Oregon, but Califor-
nia was the canary in the coal 
mine.” 

Last fall, that new reality re-
shaped the Smalls’ life — and 
the lives of hundreds of other 
Oregon residents — in just a 
few hours. The Echo Mountain 
Fire burned nearly 300 homes 
and displaced about 1,000 peo-
ple. 

Like many of their neigh-
bors, the Smalls were underin-
sured and did not have wildfire 
coverage for their house. They 
bounced around for weeks — 
an emergency evacuation site, 
camping by a stream and stay-
ing with relatives in Washing-
ton state. 

An insurance payout of 
$50,000 was not enough to buy 
a manufactured home big 
enough for their family. Eight 

months after the fire, the money 
goes to keep their kids in a sin-
gle room at a local Comfort Inn, 
while the parents sleep in a bor-
rowed trailer outside. 

The family had two rooms 
paid for by the state, but when 
wildfire survivors were asked 
to move to a different motel, the 
Smalls decided to stay and pay 
their own way rather than up-
root their family again. They 
said they didn’t qualify for fed-
eral disaster assistance and that 
the pandemic cost Tye Small his 
job as a gas station attendant. 

“Our 5-year-old, she had a 
really hard time,”‘ Melynda 
Small said. 

Every time a new manufac-
tured home is delivered to a fire 
survivor, Melynda Small is 
there in her “Otis Strong” 
sweatshirt, beaming with ex-
citement and taking photos for 
a community Facebook page. 
By her last tally, there are 38 
new manufactured homes and 
six “stick-builds” in progress. 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
The Kalkins say thank you 
 

The family of Minnie (Larsen) Kalkins wishes to thank every-
one for the outpouring of love. Mom was a special lady and would 
be overwhelmed to know how many people think so. 

Thank you Nettie for the warmth of the family service. The 
chuckles were comforting. 

Thank you Zona, Annette, Lori, Missy and Les for all your work 
at the American Legion memorial dinner. 

Thank you to everyone who provided food for all to share 
while remembering mom. 

Thank you to everyone who came to eat, visit and remember 
the good times. 

Mom loved her home, and you are all part of the reason why. 
Always smile when you think of her! 

The Kalkins family  
Thank you from hospice 

 
Hospice of Wrangell thanks the City and Borough of Wrangell, 

particularly Borough Manager Lisa Von Bargen, Capital Facilities 
Director Amber Al-Hadad, and Duke Mitchell, for facilitating the 
community loan closet relocation. 

FROM THE PUBLISHER

We try our best with old news 
By LARRY PERSILY & CALEB VIERKANT 

Wrangell Sentinel 
Newspapers report what happened. Sure, we 

also report some of what will or may happen in 
the days ahead, but most of the Sentinel tells 
you what occurred last week in the community 
that may affect or interest you. 

By definition, it’s old news by the time you 
get it in your mailbox or buy it at the store on 
Thursdays. 

It’s not deliberately old, it’s just a matter of 
timing. 

Publishing a weekly newspaper has its time 
and production constraints, which dictate how 
old the news is by the time we get it into your 
hands. 

To distribute the Sentinel on Thursday morn-
ings, we have the paper printed on Wednesday 
in Petersburg — the closest printing press — 
and flown to Wrangell that afternoon. To print 
on Wednesday morning, we have to finish all of 
our reporting and writing by Tuesday. That’s 
where the “old” starts to set in. 

Numbers, such as COVID-19 cases, can 
change between Tuesday and Thursday. Ferries 
can break down over the two days, planes can 
divert due to bad weather, meeting dates can 
change, legislative plans can go in the opposite 
direction of what was expected, and people can 
change their minds a lot between Tuesday and 
Thursday. 

We try our best to anticipate what may 
change, what could be different on Thursday, 48 
hours after we finish our reporting. But we can’t 
always get it totally right. 

Sure, we can always report what changed the 
next week, but it’s frustrating. 

Just as exasperating is when something hap-
pens after we have finished putting together the 
Sentinel and we want to get the news into that 
week’s paper but can’t, due to the production 
deadlines. 

Such as last week, when the Alaska Depart-
ment of Transportation late Tuesday evening 
announced its draft ferry schedule for the fall 
and winter. The schedule is a stinker for 
Wrangell, with just one northbound sailing 
every other week and one lonely southbound 
sailing the other weeks for October and Novem-
ber. 

It’s embarrassing that Thursday’s Sentinel 
did not report the news of the ferry schedule, 
but the news happened too late for deadline. As 
much as we understand why, it’s still frustrating 
to wait a week to report the news that means so 
much to the community. 

And while the Sentinel has increased its 
budget to print 12 pages a week instead of eight, 
that still leaves limited space for articles. That’s 
particularly noticeable with Tuesday evening 
borough assembly meetings, when we have to 
pick what news can fit into the Sentinel on 
deadline night and which stories will have to 
wait to the next week. 

That makes some of the news old news the 
next week, but still useful news. 

The point in all this? Other than explaining 
why we miss stories sometimes, or why the Sen-
tinel might say something was expected to hap-
pen on a Wednesday when, in fact, it never 
happened by the time you read about it on 
Thursday. 

The point is that we believe it is important 
for the community to understand how the Sen-
tinel operates, why some stories appear on time 
in the weekly paper and why some seem to be 
a week late. Why sometimes the numbers on 
Thursday look like they are left over from Tues-
day. 

It’s not wrong, just a little old. But always ac-
curate at the time we wrote the story. And that’s 
what counts. Accuracy and fairness never get 
old, and we do our best to be both.

EDITORIAL
Time to move ahead 

with water plant project
Looking around at all the boots, raingear and plastic 

tarps, it’s hard to imagine that Wrangell can’t handle a 
little water. 

The community can handle the rain alright. It’s 
collecting all that water, cleaning it and delivering it to 
our homes, offices and businesses that is a challenge. 

Wrangell’s 23-year-old filtration plant, which runs 
muskeg water through a variety of sand filters and other 
processes, struggles to efficiently provide all the water the 
community needs and often falls short of meeting state 
standards for safe drinking water. 

The borough has been aware of the problem for years 
and has been working hard to find the right answer. 
Wrangell succeeded several years ago in winning federal 
assistance totaling $9 million toward the cost of a new 
system. After overcoming various delays imposed by 
multiple reasons, the borough wants to move ahead. The 
town’s water supply needs a permanent fix. 

The best solution looks to be a new filtration system 
that essentially uses air bubbles to help separate the bad 
stuff from the good water and bring it to the surface at the 
plant for removal. 

However, other problems are rising to the surface. 
There is a 2023 use-it-or-lose-it deadline for the federal 
money, and though an extension is possible, it’s less likely 
if Wrangell isn’t making real progress toward a start on 
real construction. 

And the project cost estimate is from 2017. Most 
definitely, that needs updating. 

The borough assembly last week directed the 
administration to get the number updated. The estimated 
$25,000 price tag for the update is smart money. Wrangell 
needs to know the cost before it can commit to the 
solution. 

Leaving the existing water filtration system untouched 
is not an option. It falls short of the community’s needs, 
both for supply and healthy water. Likewise, endless 
debate in search of a more perfect answer would burn up 
time Wrangell can ill afford — $9 million in federal aid 
can fill a lot of glasses with cleaner water. 

—Wrangell Sentinel 

Classified ads in the Sentinel 
are now free for  

individuals and nonprofits

Call Amber at 874-2301 or email wrgsent@gmail.com

YOU CAN'T BEAT FREE

Whether you are  
selling,  
buying,  

borrowing,  
loaning,  
holding  

a garage sale  
or a fundraiser,  

THE ADS ARE FREE

Limited to 30 words and two weeks in the paper

Canada reopens
it through a reciprocal inten-
tion.” 

Canadian officials also an-
nounced that children who 
aren’t vaccinated but are trav-
eling with vaccinated parents 
will not have to quarantine, but 
will have to avoid group activ-
ities. 

Canadian Prime Minister 
Justin Trudeau said last week 
that Canada could start allow-
ing fully vaccinated Americans 
into the country as of mid-Au-
gust for nonessential travel and 
should be in a position to wel-
come fully vaccinated travelers 
from all countries by early Sep-
tember. 

Trudeau noted his country 
continues to lead G20 countries 
in vaccination rates, with ap-
proximately 80% of eligible 
Canadians vaccinated with 
their first dose and over 50% of 
those eligible fully vaccinated. 

The numbers in the U.S. are 
almost 66% of eligible Ameri-
cans with at least their first vac-
cine dose, and almost 57% fully 
vaccinated as of Monday, ac-
cording to the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention. 

In the early days of the pan-
demic, the U.S. and Canadian 
governments both closed the 
more than 5,500-mile border to 
nonessential traffic. With in-
creasing vaccination rates and 
dropping infection rates, many 
state and local officials and 
business owners were annoyed 
that the two governments had-
n’t laid out plans to fully re-
open the border. 

Canada began easing its re-
strictions earlier this month, al-
lowing fully vaccinated 
Canadians or permanent legal 
residents to return to Canada 
without quarantining. But 
among the requirements are a 
negative test for the virus be-

fore returning, and another 
once they get back. 

Pressure has been mounting 
on Canada�to continue to ease 
the restrictions at the border, 
which have been in effect  
since March 2020. Providing 
exemptions for travel into 
Canada amid the pandemic is 
politically sensitive and 
Trudeau is expected to  
call a federal election next 
month. 

Commercial traffic has gone 
back and forth normally be-
tween the two countries since 
the start of the pandemic, de-
spite the ban on tourist, busi-
ness and family travelers. 

The U.S. Travel Association 
estimates that each month the 
border is closed costs $1.5 bil-
lion in lost revenue. Canadian 
officials say Canada had about 
22 million foreign visitors in 
2019 — about 15 million of 
them from the United States.

Continued from page 1

Oregon rain forest no longer safe from wildfires

The frame is all that remained of a melted gas station sign in Blue 
River, Oregon. The unincorporated community along the McKen-
zie River east of Eugene was one of many places in western Ore-
gon devastated during a 72-hour firestorm last fall. The state’s 
unprecedented fall 2020 wildfire season burned 4,000 homes and 
more than 1 million acres in areas that are not normally associated 
with wildfire.

AP PHOTO/GILLIAN FLACCUS

Monday, July 12 
Vacation check. 
Disturbance. 
Vehicle unlock. 
 
Tuesday, July 13 
Citizen assist. 
Agency assist: Alaska State 
Troopers. 
Citizen assist. 
Subpoena served. 
Letter served for removing 
person from licensed 
establishment. 
Citizen assist. 
 
Wednesday, July 14 
Dog at large. 
Civil matter. 
Agency assist: Alarm. 
Trespassing. 
Agency assist: Hoonah Police 
Department. 
Agency assist: Hoonah Police 
Department. 
Traffic. 
 

Thursday, July 15 
Traffic Stop: Driving under 
the influence. 
Traffic: Verbal warning for 
defective brake lights and 
out-of-state drivers license. 
REDDI Report: Driving under 
the influence. 
 
Friday, July 16 
Harassing phone calls. 
Agency assist: Ambulance. 
Agency assist: Ambulance. 
Theft. 
Agency assist: Hoonah Police 
Department. 
 
Saturday, July 17 
Traffic stop. 
Traffic stop. 
Agency assist: Alarm 
 
Sunday, July 18 
Disturbance. 
Vehicle theft. 
Citizen assist. 
Noise complaint. 

Police report



Aurora will be working in Prince 
William Sound. 

Public comments on the draft  
schedule are due by July 27 and  
may be emailed to 
dot.amhs.comments@alaska.gov, 
or faxed to 907-228-6873. 

A teleconference with the De-
partment of Transportation is set 
for 10 a.m. July 29 for Southeast 

residents to comment on the 
draft schedule. The toll-free 
number for the teleconference is 
1-515-604-9000, access code 
279613. 

Prysunka is skeptical that 
public comments will change 
anything, noting that he has 
served on the borough assembly 
for seven or eight years and com-
ments have never led to a change 

in the draft schedule. 
“It’s time now for us to stop 

pretending someone will rescue 
us,” the mayor said of diminish-
ing ferry service, advocating for 
Southeast communities to band 
together and investigate if there 
are any feasible options for a mu-
nicipally operated ferry system 
of some kind, though he ac-
knowledged any service would 
require a subsidy. 

The department said it plans 
to release its proposed summer 
2022 schedule for public com-
ment soon after the fall/winter 
2021 schedule is adopted. 

The Legislature and governor 
agreed in this year’s budget to 
fund the state ferry system for 18 
months, through Dec. 31, 2022, 
rather than the usual 12-month 
spending plan, to allow the De-
partment of Transportation to set 
schedules further in advance, 
giving travelers more notice to 
plan their trips. 

More details on the draft win-
ter schedule are available at 
dot.alaska.gov. 
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Susan Erickson
Petersburg Wrangell Insurance Center
220 Front St.,Wrangell, AK 99929
inquiry@p-wins.com

I can help you make sure your
coverage is up-to-date. Call me today.

907-874-2358

Insurance subject to availability and qualifications. Allstate Property and Casualty Insurance Company,
Allstate Fire and Casualty Insurance Company. Northbrook, Illinois © 2012 Allstate Insurance

P-W Insurance

907-874-2359

By CALEB VIERKANT 
Sentinel writer 

Dozens of people from 
Wrangell and Petersburg came 
together at the downtown pavil-
ion Sunday morning for the first 
Heart Walk of their communi-
ties, organized as a fundraiser 
for the Children’s Heart Foun-
dation and as a way for the com-
munities to show support for 
three families: The Buness, 
Shumway and Maddox fami-
lies. 

As of Monday morning, the 
Heart Walk has raised $8,797, 
with donations still coming in 
online. 

Jaxon Buness, 17 months old, 
is the child of Wrangell’s 
Shawna and Jordan Buness. 
Owen Shumway, 9 months, and 
his parents Ruby and Tim, are 
from Petersburg. Liam Maddox, 
7 years old, lives in Colorado 
but his mother Jaci is originally 
from Wrangell. 

“We’re just excited to be part 
of the community that support 
heart warriors like ours,” said 
Paul Maddox, Liam’s father. 
“He (Liam) is seven years post-
transplant. He had his heart 
transplant after being here, actu-
ally. We flew down to Seattle 
and now he’s battling well.” 

All three of these children are 
“heart warriors” who were born 
with congenital heart defects. 
The Heart Walk was organized 
by Shawna and Ruby, who 
wanted to support the Chil-
dren’s Heart Foundation and 
bring together Wrangell and Pe-
tersburg for a good cause. 

“Ruby and I met through our 

sons,” Shawna said. “We found 
out they both had the same 
heart condition called Tetralogy 
of Fallot. It’s been quite the 
bonding experience, as parents, 
for us. Both of our sons have 
had their open-heart surgeries: 
Jaxon’s had two, Owen has had 
one.” 

Ruby found that the Chil-
dren’s Heart Foundation does a 
fundraiser walk on July 18, “and 
so we wanted to be a part of 
that,” Shawna said 

Owen was at 23 weeks when 
Ruby found out about his heart 
defect and immediately texted 
Shawna. “I didn’t know her per-
sonally, just met her on Face-
book, and said, ‘Hey, this is 
what’s going on.’ In true 
Shawna fashion she said, ‘First 
of all, relax mama. Everything’s 
going to be okay.’” 

Tetralogy of Fallot, according 
to the Mayo Clinic website, is a 
rare defect that affects the struc-
ture of the heart, not allowing 
blood to carry enough oxygen. 

At the walk, Tim Shumway, 
Owen’s father, welcomed every-
body and thanked them for 
coming out.  

“We hope that this is kicking 
off what will become an annual 
Petersburg/Wrangell children’s 
Heart Walk,” he said. “Really 
what this is, is a continuation of 
the amazing support that our 
families have felt for the last 17 
months. We’ve kind of gone 
through our respective journeys 
with our amazing heart warrior 
boys. … The support has been 
overwhelming. So many people 
have been so generous, both 

emotionally and materially.” 
In addition to walking, sup-

porters could donate through a 
silent auction, pay-what-you-
will snacks and through online 
donations. J&W’s opened for 
the walk, donating the proceeds.  

Wrangell hosts 
first Heart Walk 
with Petersburg 

Ruby Shumway (left) and Shawna Buness, with their kids Owen and Jaxon, at the first joint 
Wrangell/Petersburg Heart Walk, held Sunday in downtown Wrangell. 
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“Really what this 
is, is a continuation of 
the amazing support 
that our families have 
felt for the last 17 
months. We’ve kind  
of gone through our  
respective journeys 
with our amazing  
heart warrior boys.”  

Tim Shumway,  
Owen’s father

Paul and Jaci Maddox, and children Finley and Liam, live in Durango, Col-
orado, though Jaci is originally from Wrangell, and Liam, 7, (right), was 
one of the “heart warriors” recognized at Sunday’s Heart Walk.
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Continued from page 1

Winter ferry schedule

 OBITUARIES

Tugboat captain, carver Bill Churchill dies at 88
William Irving Churchill, 

“Uncle Bill,” 88, passed away 
July 8 in Wrangell, where he 
was born in September 1932. 
Bill led a full and wonderful 
life, served in the U.S. Navy, 
was a member and com-
mander of American Legion 
Post 6, a Native artist and 
teacher, tugboat captain, 
grandfather, great-grandfather, 
father, brother, uncle and friend 
to many. 

While in the Navy, Bill was 
a combat air crewman and 
wore his title very proudly. He 
was decorated with several 
medals for his actions in the Korean War. Bill and 
his five brothers were active in the military, in-
cluding during times of war. Many years later, in 
1961, he was in a plane crash and was the only 
survivor. He wrote a short story about it, “I’ll Cry 
Tomorrow.”  

As a Native artist and master carver, Bill 
taught Native carving all over Southeast Alaska, 
teaching his students how to carve and make 
their own tools. He was well known for his 
carved canoe nameplates, halibut hooks, paddles 
and other Native art, which are on display at var-
ious locations around town and many offices at 
Alaska Native health clinics. 

In his spare time, until the end, Bill carved 
items for his friends, and two of his latest carv-
ings were found on his carving table. 

He was a tugboat captain for many years, 

working for Campbell Towing, 
Sampson Tug & Barge, and 
Alasco Towing Co. He worked 
on the tugs Alasco 4, Karen, 
Mavis Lynn, May, Ernest and 
others way up north on the 
rivers. He was happy in the 
wheelhouse and would enter-
tain himself by playing the har-
monica and singing. He had a 
good singing voice. 

In the early 1960s, he owned 
and operated an auto shop, A 
& B Auto, with the motto: 
“Push it in, drive it out.”    

Bill married Winona in 1955 
and had three children. Loved 

by many, he is survived by son Maurice 
Churchill, of Nevada; daughter Nellmarie 
Churchill; brothers David Roy and Harry 
Churchill; granddaughter Chasity Noel (Mari-
etta); grandson Michael Churchill (Bill Jr); great-
grandsons Carter Noel and Cohen Bennett; many 
nieces and nephews and lifelong friends. 

He is preceded in death by his wife of 37 years, 
Charlotte (Hubert) Churchill; his parents, Frank 
and Mary (Loftus) Churchill; his sister, Katherine 
Rude; brothers Leonard, Eddie Pat and Frank 
“Bummie” Churchill; his son, William Churchill 
Jr.; daughter Marietta Jo Smith; and granddaugh-
ter Tiffany Churchill. 

A graveside service will be held at 2 p.m. Aug. 
14 in Wrangell, with a memorial at 3 p.m. at the 
American Legion Hall. 

— the Churchill family 

Bill Churchill 

Pilot, boat captain Chuck Traylor dies at 86
Longtime Wrangell resi-

dent Chuck Traylor, 86, died 
July 13 at Wrangell Medical 
Center. As Chuck would say, 
he had a good run, his family 
wrote. 

He was born in Nebraska 
in 1934, and his family was in 
and out of Alaska several 
times in the 1940s and early 
1950s before settling in 
Alaska permanently. 

In 1948, the Traylor family 
was living at the floating log-
ging camp in Hood Bay on 
Admiralty Island. There, 
Chuck and his sister, Vona, 
adopted a starving orphaned fawn, raised it, 
and released it. They also cared for twin bear 
cubs, the family wrote. Chuck reminisced 
about one of the cubs being sweet and easy, 
and the other one being ornery and knocking 
the nice cub off of the floating walkway and 
into the bay. 

That summer Chuck found paying work 
fishing for halibut out of a small wooden row-
boat to add to the camp menu. He also ran a 
laundry service for the loggers. 

In the winter of his 14th year, while much 
of the bay was frozen, Chuck would walk for 
the logging camp’s mail. He walked several 
miles and then signaled the winter caretaker of 
the cannery across the north arm of Hood Bay 
by setting off sticks of dynamite. The caretaker 
would run across in the skiff to exchange the 
mail. 

Chuck was in the woods working as a 
stinger man on the tip of the bar of his father’s 
120-pound Titan two-man chainsaw at age 15. 
It was during those logging camp days, when 
the Grumman Goose aircraft brought loggers 
and freight to the camps, that Chuck’s interest 
in flying sprouted, his family said. 

At age 16, Chuck spent some time in Wash-
ington state. He jumped onto a bus full of men 
heading for a forest fire. Chuck agreed with a 

fire boss that he was 18 years 
old, and joined the crew. He 
ran chainsaw, clearing brush 
and felling trees at the fire 
line. 

In his late teens he worked 
at Ellis Airlines in Ketchikan, 
assisting in the shop. 

Chuck graduated from 
Ketchikan High School. 

Chuck was drafted and 
served in the U.S. Army. He 
was stationed in Germany. 

In the early 1960s, he and 
Johnny Baker partnered to 
start Stikine Air Service in 
Wrangell. Later Chuck 

bought Johnny out. Originally, Stikine Air 
Service was in Wrangell harbor. Chuck built a 
large hanger and office at the airport and 
moved the business there. 

Chuck and his Stikine Air crew served log-
ging camps, took locals and tourists to lakes 
and up the Stikine River, operated flightseeing 
tours, and provided the medivac service for 
Wrangell. He sold Stikine Air in the late 1970s. 

After leaving the air travel business, he got 
his six-pack Coast Guard captain’s license and 
took tourists on Stikine River trips, as well as 
out fishing. He delivered freight in his boat 
The Runner to Bradfield Canal when the Tyee 
hydroelectric power plant was being built. 
When it was time for another change, he com-
mercial fished for Dungeness crab and spot 
prawns with the Little Gem. 

Chuck enjoyed running the Stikine River in 
his river scow, spending time at his cabin at the 
Zimovia Islets, rockhounding, singing a tune 
at the local bar, and drinks with friends. 

He used to joke that he’s a has-been because 
he “has been about all you can be in Alaska.” 

He was preceded in death by wives Sharon 
and Yvonne. Survivors include his partner, 
Donna Grover; three daughters; and numerous 
grandchildren and great-grandchildren. 

Services are pending. 

Chuck Traylor

Coast Guard promotes formation 
of Wrangell auxiliary detachment

By CALEB VIERKANT 
Sentinel writer 

Liz Buness is working to 
reestablish a U.S. Coast Guard 
Auxiliary detachment in 
Wrangell, and she received 
some help last week when a 
retired vice admiral, a division 
commander and Alaska 
district chief of staff were in 
town to meet with community 
members, answer questions 
and promote the idea. 

Wrangell has been without 
an auxiliary for about 25 years. 
While working to change that, 
Buness was sworn in as a 
member by the visiting 
dignitaries in a ceremony July 
14 in Wrangell. 

“The Coast Guard, 
especially in Alaska, has radio 
stations up around the coast,” 
said David Larkin, 
commander of the Juneau 
auxiliary detachment. 

“If you’re in trouble you get 
on (channel) 16 and call,” 
Larkin said. But, if the  
Coast Guard equipment is 
down for maintenance or is 
not working, “and the Coast 
Guard doesn’t hear you,” 
auxiliary members monitoring 
the channel can pick up the 
call and contact the Coast 
Guard, he said. 

Buness said it would take 15 
members for Wrangell to be 
recognized as its own 
detachment, but that is not a 
firm number, and anyone 
interested should contact her 

for more information at 907-
305-0014. 

“There’s actually a lot of 
training just to get through the 
hoops,” Buness said. “But once 
we get established and get all 
the training done for basic 
qualifying, then it would be 
like once a month, maybe 
twice a month. … Then of 
course the activities you do, it 
depends on what the need is.” 

The auxiliary is a volunteer 
component of the Coast 
Guard. Auxiliary members can 
provide a number of duties to 
assist the Coast Guard and 
communities such as Wrangell, 
such as providing vessel safety 
checks, boating safety checks, 
youth activities, anti-pollution 
work, ham radio operators, 
and serving as cooks aboard 
Coast Guard cutters. 

Being part of the auxiliary 
also offers training and 
educational opportunities, the 
visiting officials said. 

WASHINGTON (AP) — 
The Biden administration said 
July 15 it is ending large-scale, 
old-growth timber sales on the 
nation’s largest national forest 
— the Tongass National Forest 
in Alaska — and will instead 
focus on forest restoration, 
recreation and other non-
commercial uses. 

The announcement by the 
U.S. Forest Service reverses a 
Trump administration decision 
to lift restrictions on logging 
and road-building in the 
Southeast Alaska rainforest, 
which provides habitat for 
wolves, bears and salmon, and 
encompasses several 
communities totaling more 
than 70,000 residents. 

Smaller timber sales, 
including some old-growth 
trees, will still be offered for 
local communities and cultural 
uses such as totem poles, 
canoes and tribal artisan use, 
the Forest Service said. 

The Agriculture 
Department, which includes 
the Forest Service, also said it 
will take steps to restore the so-
called Roadless Rule for the 
Tongass. The 2001 rule 
prohibits road construction 
and timber harvests with 
limited exceptions on nearly 
one-third of national forest 
land. The Trump 
administration moved last 
year to exempt the Tongass 
from the rule, winning 
plaudits from Alaska’s 
Republican governor and its 

all-Republican congressional 
delegation. 

By reverse the Trump 
administration decision and 
restoring roadless-rule 
protections, officials are 
“returning stability and 
certainty to the conservation of 
9.3 million acres of the world’s 
largest temperate old-growth 
rainforest,� the Agriculture 
Department said. 

Conservationists cheered 
the announcement, which the 
administration had signaled 
last month. 

“Old-growth forests are 
critical to addressing climate 
change, so restoring roadless 
protections to the Tongass is 
critical, said Andy Moderow of 
the Alaska Wilderness League. 

“With Alaska experiencing 
climate impacts more acutely 
than most, we shouldn’t be 
discussing the continued 
clearcutting” of a national 
forest long considered the 
crown jewel of the U.S. forest 
system, Moderow said. 

U.S. Sen. Lisa Murkowski 
said the Biden administration 
was “literally throwing away” 
years of work by the Forest 
Service and Agriculture 
Department under former 
President Donald Trump. 

“We need to end this ‘yo-yo 
effect’ as the lives of Alaskans 
who live and work in the 
Tongass are upended every 
time we have a new president, 
Murkowski said last month. 
“This has to end.” 

Forest Service proclaims end 
to large-scale Tongass logging
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Water treatment plant
cilities director, said the bor-
ough received a loan and grant 
from the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture as well as a grant 
from the U.S. Economic Devel-
opment Administration be-
tween 2017 and 2019. 

“Each of the agencies, they 
have a five-year term on their 
funding,” Al-Haddad said. “So 
here we are. That was 2017 and 
2019, and we’re at 2021.” 

Assemblymember Anne 
Morrison asked for a particular 
date of when the funding 
would expire, and specifically 
how much of the project needed 
to be completed by then. The 
water treatment plant would 
need to be completed and 
closed out by September of 
2023, Al-Haddad said. 

Assemblymember David 
Powell wanted to know why 
the city had been so delayed in 

this project. 
Borough Manager Lisa Von 

Bargen said there were several 
delays in the process. The first 
was it took two years for the 
borough to receive the EDA 
grant. Attorneys from the two 
different agencies also spent 
months determining if the com-
pany that did the engineering 
report on the project would be 
eligible to bid on the work. 

“Those delays had not any-
thing to do with us,” Von Bar-
gen said. 

The second issue is the esti-
mated costs for the project may 
no longer be accurate.  

“That (water treatment) proj-
ect cost and the funding pro-
vided for it is based on our 
preliminary engineering report, 
which was initially developed 
in the fall of 2016,” Al-Haddad 
said. “The report was finalized 
March 2017. We’re five years be-

yond those cost estimates.” 
The assembly is now faced 

with either moving forward 
with reevaluating the costs of 
upgrading the water treatment 
system, or starting over and re-
visiting all available options for 
upgrades. 

It would cost about $25,000 
to update the costs for the air 
flotation system, and Al-Had-
dad said they could get the re-
sults back by September. 

There was no firm estimate 
on how much it would cost to 
look at all of Wrangell’s options 
again, she said, but it would be 
somewhere around $65,000 and 
take longer. 

“I understand the two years 
for the funding and the one year 
of lawyers and all that stuff,” 
Powell said. “Do you honestly 
think that we are going to pull 
this off? That’s my honest ques-
tion.” 

“We need to put together a 
project schedule so that we are 
meeting that deadline,” Von 
Bargen answered. “That being 
said, both of them (the federal 
departments) said the end date 
can be extended. They just don’t 
like to. It’s made at the Wash-
ington, D.C., level. I believe we 
have the capacity to go to the 
delegation if we are making 
meaningful progress, and I 
mean meaningful progress, to 
go to them and ask for an exten-
sion. There are ways to get this 
done.” 

Assembly members dis-
cussed the pros and cons of re-
visiting the cost of one possible 
upgrade versus relooking at all 
alternatives before coming to an 
agreement that they should 
move forward with the air flota-
tion project and get the costs 
reevaluated for that work. 

Continued from page 1

Health insurance sign-up extended to August 15

By CALEB VIERKANT 
Sentinel writer 

The decision to open a busi-
ness just sort of happened, ac-
cording to Bridgette Petticrew. 

She and Celsee Churchill 
were sitting with their kids at 
dinner one night, and had a 
spur-of-the-moment idea to start 
one. Churchill is a good cook, 
Petticrew said, and she is a good 
baker. Now, about a month 
down the road from that idea, 
Baked for Breakfast is gearing 
up for business. 

“We just had a couple of good 
ideas, and so far it’s taking off,” 
Churchill said. “We thought 
we’d start out small.” 

Part of what makes Baked for 
Breakfast unique is how their 
talents have come together. For 
example, Churchill did the 
woodwork for the café’s sign, 
while Petticrew did the artwork. 
Churchill came up with the busi-
ness name, while Petticrew de-
signed the logo. 

“But we (both) got the tal-
ent,” Churchill said. 

Petticrew said all they’re 
waiting on to officially open is 

their permit, which they hope to 
have approved by early Septem-
ber at the latest. Baked for Break-
fast is going to provide Wrangell 
new choices when it comes to 
baked goods, and a café to get 
some breakfast to start the day. 

Petticrew learned a lot of her 
baking skills from her grand-
mother, Joann. She said the frost-
ing she uses for her dishes is her 
grandma’s secret recipe, and has 
proven to be popular. 

“Pretty much anything a 
bakery makes, I can do,” Petti-
crew said. “Cupcakes are our 
biggest, or my biggest, at least at 
the moment, selling point. I 
can’t seem to keep them in 
here.” They are running just the 
bakery side of the business 
while waiting for the café to 
open. 

As Petticrew handles the 
baking, Churchill said she’ll run 
the breakfast end of the busi-
ness. There’s a demand for 
breakfast in Wrangell, Petticrew 
said. Since the closure of the Di-
amond C Café several years 
ago, Wrangell has had limited 
options for breakfast. Baked for 

Breakfast plans to change that. 
Churchill plans to start off 

simply with typical dishes: 
Breakfast burritos, omelets, waf-
fles, pancakes and others. She 
also said she would like to try 
and replicate the Diamond C’s 
hash browns, a popular item 
from the old café. 

“It was always my favorite, 
with sausage gravy on the side,” 
she said. “We’ll do a version of 
it.” 

One unique option she’s 
bringing to the table, literally, 
will be “croissants and gravy,” 
rather than the typical biscuits 
and gravy.  

“They’re just so much bet-
ter,” Churchill said. “They’re 
lighter, they’re fluffier. I know 
they don’t like change in 
Wrangell, necessarily, but I think 
it’s small enough that it should-
n’t make too big of waves.” 

Baked for Breakfast is located 
in the Churchill Building on 
Front Street, where NotSoFa-
mous Pizza used to be. Petti-
crew said that when they first 
open for breakfast, it will be 
Thursdays through Sundays. 

Baked for Breakfast plans to mix old and new

Bridgette Petticrew (right) and Celsee Churchill are the owners 
and operators of Baked for Breakfast. Churchill handles the 
breakfast side of the business, while Petticrew handles the bak-
ery.
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By LARRY PERSILY 
Sentinel writer 

Wrangell needs more foster 
homes for children. 

“A lot of people are afraid to 
even take that first step,” said 
Vena Talea Stough, a tribal family 
and youth services case worker in 
Wrangell with the Central Coun-
cil Tlingit & Haida Indian Tribes 
of Alaska. 

 Providing a safe home could 
be temporary, such as in an emer-
gency, or a long-term relation-
ship. 

“If something happens in the 
middle of the night, that kid 
would have someplace to go,” 
Stough said. 

“The need is great,” for more 
foster homes in town, she said. 
Children with family ties to 
Wrangell are in foster care in 
Washington, Arizona and Ne-
vada. 

As of last week, there were five 
licensed foster homes in 
Wrangell, but only one was ac-
cepting kids, she said. 

Without enough foster homes, 
children may have to move mul-
tiple times, adding to their 
trauma, said Cindy Mills, field 
staff supervisor for Wrangell, Sax-
man, Craig, Kasaan, Klawock and 
Haines. “If we have someplace, 
that means they don’t have to 
move two or three times.” 

Tlingit & Haida and the state 
Office of Children’s Services 
(OCS) work together to provide 
support for foster families, Mills 
said. “We want somebody who 
cares about these children.” 

Getting an OCS case worker 
back in Wrangell will help, 
Stough said. “We definitely need 
one.” 

The community lost its state 
case worker several years ago, but 
legislators were successful in 
restoring funding to the state 
budget for the year that started 
July 1. The borough is helping to 
cover the costs. 

It’s uncertain how soon the 
state can hire, train and place the 
new worker in Wrangell. 

OCS works closely with Tlin-
git & Haida under the Indian 
Child Welfare Act, a 1978 federal 
law that sets requirements for 
child custody proceedings and 
foster care for American Indian or 
Alaska Native children who are a 
member of or eligible for mem-
bership in a federally recognized 
tribe. 

“They need to be tribally tied 
to Wrangell,” Stough said of Tlin-
git & Haida’s case work. 

“We work with OCS. … They 
need to listen to the tribe,” Mills 
said. In placing a youth in foster 
care, Mills said they look first to 
the immediate family, then the ex-
tended family, next to members of 
the child’s tribe, and then to other 
Native households. 

“Keeping their cultural con-
nections is huge, keeping their 
community connections is huge,” 
Stough said. 

Mills called the teamwork of 
Tlingit & Haida, OCS and others, 
“a big support network in small 
communities.” 

For more information, contact 
Stough at vstough@ccthita-
nsn.gov, or call 907-874-3482. 

Wrangell is not alone in a 
shortage of foster care. In May, the 
state reported about 1,390 foster 
homes in Alaska — almost 300 
fewer than February 2020. 

Wrangell short 
of foster homes 
for kids in need

By SENTINEL STAFF 
This spring’s federal pan-

demic aid legislation included 
a provision that could reduce 
the cost of health insurance 
available under the Affordable 
Care Act, the decade-old pro-
gram that has provided feder-
ally subsidized insurance to 
millions of Americans. 

The extended deadline to 
sign up for the latest savings is 
Aug. 15. 

The American Rescue Plan, 
signed into law in March, in-
cluded a provision for a special 
enrollment period and addi-
tional savings, in particular to 
help people who lost jobs, in-
come or insurance coverage 
due to the economic hit of the 
ongoing COVID-19 pandemic. 

A three-month extension in 
the sign-up deadline to Aug. 15 
applies to people who are not 
currently participating in the 

insurance program and also 
those who are enrolled but 
could reevaluate their coverage 
and possibly save money or 
boost their coverage under the 
American Rescue Plan provi-
sions. 

The U.S. Department of 
Health and Social Services es-
timates the savings would re-
duce premiums on average by 
$85 per policy per month. Or, 
on average, one in four people 

could upgrade to a better plan 
with more coverage for the 
same or lower premiums than 
what they currently pay. 

“It would be an excellent 
time for them to apply,” said 
Kate Govaars, with the Peace-
Health Ketchikan Medical 
Center, which last week re-
minded Southeast residents to 
check out the potential sav-
ings. 

As of February, almost 

17,000 Alaskans had signed up 
for subsidized policies on the 
federal health care Market-
place, with an additional 
63,000 Alaskans covered by 
Medicaid after the state several 
years ago accepted the federal 
offer of expanded Medicaid el-
igibility under the Affordable 
Care Act. 

People can go to Health-
Care.gov or call 1-800-318-2596 
for more information.

By CALEB VIERKANT 
Sentinel writer 

“I don’t know, somehow 
you kind of get addicted to it, I 
guess,” Matt Nore said. 

Nore, volunteering with the 
Parks and Recreation Depart-
ment, will be hosting jiu jitsu 
classes starting next month. 
Nore has grown up enjoying 
combat sports, he said, starting 
with wrestling in high school. 
He also participated in mixed 
martial arts through the Alaska 
Fighting Championship before 
he was first deployed to Iraq 
around 2004. 

He started getting back into 
jiu jitsu early this year, he said, 
and wants to begin teaching 
others the basics so he can keep 
enjoying the sport. With no 
classes in Wrangell, however, 
Nore decided that he would 
have to make some himself. 

“I wanted to be tough, I 
guess, when you’re young,” he 
said. “Now I just want to con-
tinue on for the benefits like 
muscular strength and flexibil-
ity.” 

Cognitive functions are an-
other benefit the martial art can 
provide, Nore said. To improve 
at jiu jitsu, a fighter has to think 
several moves ahead. They can-
not just take the match one 
move at a time. It is kind of like 
learning how to read, Nore 
said. A kid learns some letters, 
then how to put the letters to-
gether to make words, and then 

how to put words together to 
make sentences. 

“At first you don’t see it in 
jiu jitsu, then this whole world 
kind of opens up,” he said. 

Registration for jiu jitsu 
classes open Aug. 2 and classes 
will begin Aug. 24. Nore said 
he is not sure of registration 
costs yet, but he is hoping for 
about 20 participants. 

To register, contact the parks 
and rec department at 874-
2444. Students must be at least 
18 years old. 

The department’s website 
says classes will be held Tues-
days, Thursdays and Satur-
days, with a session pass for 
the full program or drop-in 
fees for individual classes. 

Nore plans to teach people 
the basics of jiu jitsu and ease 
them into the training, and he 
has been in contact with pro-
fessional coaches from 
Ketchikan and Washington 
state, to see about the possibil-
ity of larger seminars in the fu-
ture. He also said people can 
learn more by following his 
new Facebook page, “Wrangell 
Jiu Jitsu.” 

“I know enough to teach the 
basics and get people going,” 
Nore said. “As I’m learning 
new things, I’m helping also 
teach other people. Everyone’s 
getting better together. … I re-
ally wanted to continue jiu jitsu 
so I was like, ‘Well, I gotta do it 
myself.’” 
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Water treatment plant
cilities director, said the bor-
ough received a loan and grant 
from the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture as well as a grant 
from the U.S. Economic Devel-
opment Administration be-
tween 2017 and 2019. 

“Each of the agencies, they 
have a five-year term on their 
funding,” Al-Haddad said. “So 
here we are. That was 2017 and 
2019, and we’re at 2021.” 

Assemblymember Anne 
Morrison asked for a particular 
date of when the funding 
would expire, and specifically 
how much of the project needed 
to be completed by then. The 
water treatment plant would 
need to be completed and 
closed out by September of 
2023, Al-Haddad said. 

Assemblymember David 
Powell wanted to know why 
the city had been so delayed in 

this project. 
Borough Manager Lisa Von 

Bargen said there were several 
delays in the process. The first 
was it took two years for the 
borough to receive the EDA 
grant. Attorneys from the two 
different agencies also spent 
months determining if the com-
pany that did the engineering 
report on the project would be 
eligible to bid on the work. 

“Those delays had not any-
thing to do with us,” Von Bar-
gen said. 

The second issue is the esti-
mated costs for the project may 
no longer be accurate.  

“That (water treatment) proj-
ect cost and the funding pro-
vided for it is based on our 
preliminary engineering report, 
which was initially developed 
in the fall of 2016,” Al-Haddad 
said. “The report was finalized 
March 2017. We’re five years be-

yond those cost estimates.” 
The assembly is now faced 

with either moving forward 
with reevaluating the costs of 
upgrading the water treatment 
system, or starting over and re-
visiting all available options for 
upgrades. 

It would cost about $25,000 
to update the costs for the air 
flotation system, and Al-Had-
dad said they could get the re-
sults back by September. 

There was no firm estimate 
on how much it would cost to 
look at all of Wrangell’s options 
again, she said, but it would be 
somewhere around $65,000 and 
take longer. 

“I understand the two years 
for the funding and the one year 
of lawyers and all that stuff,” 
Powell said. “Do you honestly 
think that we are going to pull 
this off? That’s my honest ques-
tion.” 

“We need to put together a 
project schedule so that we are 
meeting that deadline,” Von 
Bargen answered. “That being 
said, both of them (the federal 
departments) said the end date 
can be extended. They just don’t 
like to. It’s made at the Wash-
ington, D.C., level. I believe we 
have the capacity to go to the 
delegation if we are making 
meaningful progress, and I 
mean meaningful progress, to 
go to them and ask for an exten-
sion. There are ways to get this 
done.” 

Assembly members dis-
cussed the pros and cons of re-
visiting the cost of one possible 
upgrade versus relooking at all 
alternatives before coming to an 
agreement that they should 
move forward with the air flota-
tion project and get the costs 
reevaluated for that work. 

Continued from page 1

Health insurance sign-up extended to August 15

By CALEB VIERKANT 
Sentinel writer 

The decision to open a busi-
ness just sort of happened, ac-
cording to Bridgette Petticrew. 

She and Celsee Churchill 
were sitting with their kids at 
dinner one night, and had a 
spur-of-the-moment idea to start 
one. Churchill is a good cook, 
Petticrew said, and she is a good 
baker. Now, about a month 
down the road from that idea, 
Baked for Breakfast is gearing 
up for business. 

“We just had a couple of good 
ideas, and so far it’s taking off,” 
Churchill said. “We thought 
we’d start out small.” 

Part of what makes Baked for 
Breakfast unique is how their 
talents have come together. For 
example, Churchill did the 
woodwork for the café’s sign, 
while Petticrew did the artwork. 
Churchill came up with the busi-
ness name, while Petticrew de-
signed the logo. 

“But we (both) got the tal-
ent,” Churchill said. 

Petticrew said all they’re 
waiting on to officially open is 

their permit, which they hope to 
have approved by early Septem-
ber at the latest. Baked for Break-
fast is going to provide Wrangell 
new choices when it comes to 
baked goods, and a café to get 
some breakfast to start the day. 

Petticrew learned a lot of her 
baking skills from her grand-
mother, Joann. She said the frost-
ing she uses for her dishes is her 
grandma’s secret recipe, and has 
proven to be popular. 

“Pretty much anything a 
bakery makes, I can do,” Petti-
crew said. “Cupcakes are our 
biggest, or my biggest, at least at 
the moment, selling point. I 
can’t seem to keep them in 
here.” They are running just the 
bakery side of the business 
while waiting for the café to 
open. 

As Petticrew handles the 
baking, Churchill said she’ll run 
the breakfast end of the busi-
ness. There’s a demand for 
breakfast in Wrangell, Petticrew 
said. Since the closure of the Di-
amond C Café several years 
ago, Wrangell has had limited 
options for breakfast. Baked for 

Breakfast plans to change that. 
Churchill plans to start off 

simply with typical dishes: 
Breakfast burritos, omelets, waf-
fles, pancakes and others. She 
also said she would like to try 
and replicate the Diamond C’s 
hash browns, a popular item 
from the old café. 

“It was always my favorite, 
with sausage gravy on the side,” 
she said. “We’ll do a version of 
it.” 

One unique option she’s 
bringing to the table, literally, 
will be “croissants and gravy,” 
rather than the typical biscuits 
and gravy.  

“They’re just so much bet-
ter,” Churchill said. “They’re 
lighter, they’re fluffier. I know 
they don’t like change in 
Wrangell, necessarily, but I think 
it’s small enough that it should-
n’t make too big of waves.” 

Baked for Breakfast is located 
in the Churchill Building on 
Front Street, where NotSoFa-
mous Pizza used to be. Petti-
crew said that when they first 
open for breakfast, it will be 
Thursdays through Sundays. 

Baked for Breakfast plans to mix old and new

Bridgette Petticrew (right) and Celsee Churchill are the owners 
and operators of Baked for Breakfast. Churchill handles the 
breakfast side of the business, while Petticrew handles the bak-
ery.
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By LARRY PERSILY 
Sentinel writer 

Wrangell needs more foster 
homes for children. 

“A lot of people are afraid to 
even take that first step,” said 
Vena Talea Stough, a tribal family 
and youth services case worker in 
Wrangell with the Central Coun-
cil Tlingit & Haida Indian Tribes 
of Alaska. 

 Providing a safe home could 
be temporary, such as in an emer-
gency, or a long-term relation-
ship. 

“If something happens in the 
middle of the night, that kid 
would have someplace to go,” 
Stough said. 

“The need is great,” for more 
foster homes in town, she said. 
Children with family ties to 
Wrangell are in foster care in 
Washington, Arizona and Ne-
vada. 

As of last week, there were five 
licensed foster homes in 
Wrangell, but only one was ac-
cepting kids, she said. 

Without enough foster homes, 
children may have to move mul-
tiple times, adding to their 
trauma, said Cindy Mills, field 
staff supervisor for Wrangell, Sax-
man, Craig, Kasaan, Klawock and 
Haines. “If we have someplace, 
that means they don’t have to 
move two or three times.” 

Tlingit & Haida and the state 
Office of Children’s Services 
(OCS) work together to provide 
support for foster families, Mills 
said. “We want somebody who 
cares about these children.” 

Getting an OCS case worker 
back in Wrangell will help, 
Stough said. “We definitely need 
one.” 

The community lost its state 
case worker several years ago, but 
legislators were successful in 
restoring funding to the state 
budget for the year that started 
July 1. The borough is helping to 
cover the costs. 

It’s uncertain how soon the 
state can hire, train and place the 
new worker in Wrangell. 

OCS works closely with Tlin-
git & Haida under the Indian 
Child Welfare Act, a 1978 federal 
law that sets requirements for 
child custody proceedings and 
foster care for American Indian or 
Alaska Native children who are a 
member of or eligible for mem-
bership in a federally recognized 
tribe. 

“They need to be tribally tied 
to Wrangell,” Stough said of Tlin-
git & Haida’s case work. 

“We work with OCS. … They 
need to listen to the tribe,” Mills 
said. In placing a youth in foster 
care, Mills said they look first to 
the immediate family, then the ex-
tended family, next to members of 
the child’s tribe, and then to other 
Native households. 

“Keeping their cultural con-
nections is huge, keeping their 
community connections is huge,” 
Stough said. 

Mills called the teamwork of 
Tlingit & Haida, OCS and others, 
“a big support network in small 
communities.” 

For more information, contact 
Stough at vstough@ccthita-
nsn.gov, or call 907-874-3482. 

Wrangell is not alone in a 
shortage of foster care. In May, the 
state reported about 1,390 foster 
homes in Alaska — almost 300 
fewer than February 2020. 

Wrangell short 
of foster homes 
for kids in need

By SENTINEL STAFF 
This spring’s federal pan-

demic aid legislation included 
a provision that could reduce 
the cost of health insurance 
available under the Affordable 
Care Act, the decade-old pro-
gram that has provided feder-
ally subsidized insurance to 
millions of Americans. 

The extended deadline to 
sign up for the latest savings is 
Aug. 15. 

The American Rescue Plan, 
signed into law in March, in-
cluded a provision for a special 
enrollment period and addi-
tional savings, in particular to 
help people who lost jobs, in-
come or insurance coverage 
due to the economic hit of the 
ongoing COVID-19 pandemic. 

A three-month extension in 
the sign-up deadline to Aug. 15 
applies to people who are not 
currently participating in the 

insurance program and also 
those who are enrolled but 
could reevaluate their coverage 
and possibly save money or 
boost their coverage under the 
American Rescue Plan provi-
sions. 

The U.S. Department of 
Health and Social Services es-
timates the savings would re-
duce premiums on average by 
$85 per policy per month. Or, 
on average, one in four people 

could upgrade to a better plan 
with more coverage for the 
same or lower premiums than 
what they currently pay. 

“It would be an excellent 
time for them to apply,” said 
Kate Govaars, with the Peace-
Health Ketchikan Medical 
Center, which last week re-
minded Southeast residents to 
check out the potential sav-
ings. 

As of February, almost 

17,000 Alaskans had signed up 
for subsidized policies on the 
federal health care Market-
place, with an additional 
63,000 Alaskans covered by 
Medicaid after the state several 
years ago accepted the federal 
offer of expanded Medicaid el-
igibility under the Affordable 
Care Act. 

People can go to Health-
Care.gov or call 1-800-318-2596 
for more information.

By CALEB VIERKANT 
Sentinel writer 

“I don’t know, somehow 
you kind of get addicted to it, I 
guess,” Matt Nore said. 

Nore, volunteering with the 
Parks and Recreation Depart-
ment, will be hosting jiu jitsu 
classes starting next month. 
Nore has grown up enjoying 
combat sports, he said, starting 
with wrestling in high school. 
He also participated in mixed 
martial arts through the Alaska 
Fighting Championship before 
he was first deployed to Iraq 
around 2004. 

He started getting back into 
jiu jitsu early this year, he said, 
and wants to begin teaching 
others the basics so he can keep 
enjoying the sport. With no 
classes in Wrangell, however, 
Nore decided that he would 
have to make some himself. 

“I wanted to be tough, I 
guess, when you’re young,” he 
said. “Now I just want to con-
tinue on for the benefits like 
muscular strength and flexibil-
ity.” 

Cognitive functions are an-
other benefit the martial art can 
provide, Nore said. To improve 
at jiu jitsu, a fighter has to think 
several moves ahead. They can-
not just take the match one 
move at a time. It is kind of like 
learning how to read, Nore 
said. A kid learns some letters, 
then how to put the letters to-
gether to make words, and then 

how to put words together to 
make sentences. 

“At first you don’t see it in 
jiu jitsu, then this whole world 
kind of opens up,” he said. 

Registration for jiu jitsu 
classes open Aug. 2 and classes 
will begin Aug. 24. Nore said 
he is not sure of registration 
costs yet, but he is hoping for 
about 20 participants. 

To register, contact the parks 
and rec department at 874-
2444. Students must be at least 
18 years old. 

The department’s website 
says classes will be held Tues-
days, Thursdays and Satur-
days, with a session pass for 
the full program or drop-in 
fees for individual classes. 

Nore plans to teach people 
the basics of jiu jitsu and ease 
them into the training, and he 
has been in contact with pro-
fessional coaches from 
Ketchikan and Washington 
state, to see about the possibil-
ity of larger seminars in the fu-
ture. He also said people can 
learn more by following his 
new Facebook page, “Wrangell 
Jiu Jitsu.” 

“I know enough to teach the 
basics and get people going,” 
Nore said. “As I’m learning 
new things, I’m helping also 
teach other people. Everyone’s 
getting better together. … I re-
ally wanted to continue jiu jitsu 
so I was like, ‘Well, I gotta do it 
myself.’” 



Aurora will be working in Prince 
William Sound. 

Public comments on the draft  
schedule are due by July 27 and  
may be emailed to 
dot.amhs.comments@alaska.gov, 
or faxed to 907-228-6873. 

A teleconference with the De-
partment of Transportation is set 
for 10 a.m. July 29 for Southeast 

residents to comment on the 
draft schedule. The toll-free 
number for the teleconference is 
1-515-604-9000, access code 
279613. 

Prysunka is skeptical that 
public comments will change 
anything, noting that he has 
served on the borough assembly 
for seven or eight years and com-
ments have never led to a change 

in the draft schedule. 
“It’s time now for us to stop 

pretending someone will rescue 
us,” the mayor said of diminish-
ing ferry service, advocating for 
Southeast communities to band 
together and investigate if there 
are any feasible options for a mu-
nicipally operated ferry system 
of some kind, though he ac-
knowledged any service would 
require a subsidy. 

The department said it plans 
to release its proposed summer 
2022 schedule for public com-
ment soon after the fall/winter 
2021 schedule is adopted. 

The Legislature and governor 
agreed in this year’s budget to 
fund the state ferry system for 18 
months, through Dec. 31, 2022, 
rather than the usual 12-month 
spending plan, to allow the De-
partment of Transportation to set 
schedules further in advance, 
giving travelers more notice to 
plan their trips. 

More details on the draft win-
ter schedule are available at 
dot.alaska.gov. 
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By CALEB VIERKANT 
Sentinel writer 

Dozens of people from 
Wrangell and Petersburg came 
together at the downtown pavil-
ion Sunday morning for the first 
Heart Walk of their communi-
ties, organized as a fundraiser 
for the Children’s Heart Foun-
dation and as a way for the com-
munities to show support for 
three families: The Buness, 
Shumway and Maddox fami-
lies. 

As of Monday morning, the 
Heart Walk has raised $8,797, 
with donations still coming in 
online. 

Jaxon Buness, 17 months old, 
is the child of Wrangell’s 
Shawna and Jordan Buness. 
Owen Shumway, 9 months, and 
his parents Ruby and Tim, are 
from Petersburg. Liam Maddox, 
7 years old, lives in Colorado 
but his mother Jaci is originally 
from Wrangell. 

“We’re just excited to be part 
of the community that support 
heart warriors like ours,” said 
Paul Maddox, Liam’s father. 
“He (Liam) is seven years post-
transplant. He had his heart 
transplant after being here, actu-
ally. We flew down to Seattle 
and now he’s battling well.” 

All three of these children are 
“heart warriors” who were born 
with congenital heart defects. 
The Heart Walk was organized 
by Shawna and Ruby, who 
wanted to support the Chil-
dren’s Heart Foundation and 
bring together Wrangell and Pe-
tersburg for a good cause. 

“Ruby and I met through our 

sons,” Shawna said. “We found 
out they both had the same 
heart condition called Tetralogy 
of Fallot. It’s been quite the 
bonding experience, as parents, 
for us. Both of our sons have 
had their open-heart surgeries: 
Jaxon’s had two, Owen has had 
one.” 

Ruby found that the Chil-
dren’s Heart Foundation does a 
fundraiser walk on July 18, “and 
so we wanted to be a part of 
that,” Shawna said 

Owen was at 23 weeks when 
Ruby found out about his heart 
defect and immediately texted 
Shawna. “I didn’t know her per-
sonally, just met her on Face-
book, and said, ‘Hey, this is 
what’s going on.’ In true 
Shawna fashion she said, ‘First 
of all, relax mama. Everything’s 
going to be okay.’” 

Tetralogy of Fallot, according 
to the Mayo Clinic website, is a 
rare defect that affects the struc-
ture of the heart, not allowing 
blood to carry enough oxygen. 

At the walk, Tim Shumway, 
Owen’s father, welcomed every-
body and thanked them for 
coming out.  

“We hope that this is kicking 
off what will become an annual 
Petersburg/Wrangell children’s 
Heart Walk,” he said. “Really 
what this is, is a continuation of 
the amazing support that our 
families have felt for the last 17 
months. We’ve kind of gone 
through our respective journeys 
with our amazing heart warrior 
boys. … The support has been 
overwhelming. So many people 
have been so generous, both 

emotionally and materially.” 
In addition to walking, sup-

porters could donate through a 
silent auction, pay-what-you-
will snacks and through online 
donations. J&W’s opened for 
the walk, donating the proceeds.  

Wrangell hosts 
first Heart Walk 
with Petersburg 

Ruby Shumway (left) and Shawna Buness, with their kids Owen and Jaxon, at the first joint 
Wrangell/Petersburg Heart Walk, held Sunday in downtown Wrangell. 

PHOTO BY CALEB VIERKANT/ WRANGELL  SENTINEL

“Really what this 
is, is a continuation of 
the amazing support 
that our families have 
felt for the last 17 
months. We’ve kind  
of gone through our  
respective journeys 
with our amazing  
heart warrior boys.”  

Tim Shumway,  
Owen’s father

Paul and Jaci Maddox, and children Finley and Liam, live in Durango, Col-
orado, though Jaci is originally from Wrangell, and Liam, 7, (right), was 
one of the “heart warriors” recognized at Sunday’s Heart Walk.
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Tugboat captain, carver Bill Churchill dies at 88
William Irving Churchill, 

“Uncle Bill,” 88, passed away 
July 8 in Wrangell, where he 
was born in September 1932. 
Bill led a full and wonderful 
life, served in the U.S. Navy, 
was a member and com-
mander of American Legion 
Post 6, a Native artist and 
teacher, tugboat captain, 
grandfather, great-grandfather, 
father, brother, uncle and friend 
to many. 

While in the Navy, Bill was 
a combat air crewman and 
wore his title very proudly. He 
was decorated with several 
medals for his actions in the Korean War. Bill and 
his five brothers were active in the military, in-
cluding during times of war. Many years later, in 
1961, he was in a plane crash and was the only 
survivor. He wrote a short story about it, “I’ll Cry 
Tomorrow.”  

As a Native artist and master carver, Bill 
taught Native carving all over Southeast Alaska, 
teaching his students how to carve and make 
their own tools. He was well known for his 
carved canoe nameplates, halibut hooks, paddles 
and other Native art, which are on display at var-
ious locations around town and many offices at 
Alaska Native health clinics. 

In his spare time, until the end, Bill carved 
items for his friends, and two of his latest carv-
ings were found on his carving table. 

He was a tugboat captain for many years, 

working for Campbell Towing, 
Sampson Tug & Barge, and 
Alasco Towing Co. He worked 
on the tugs Alasco 4, Karen, 
Mavis Lynn, May, Ernest and 
others way up north on the 
rivers. He was happy in the 
wheelhouse and would enter-
tain himself by playing the har-
monica and singing. He had a 
good singing voice. 

In the early 1960s, he owned 
and operated an auto shop, A 
& B Auto, with the motto: 
“Push it in, drive it out.”    

Bill married Winona in 1955 
and had three children. Loved 

by many, he is survived by son Maurice 
Churchill, of Nevada; daughter Nellmarie 
Churchill; brothers David Roy and Harry 
Churchill; granddaughter Chasity Noel (Mari-
etta); grandson Michael Churchill (Bill Jr); great-
grandsons Carter Noel and Cohen Bennett; many 
nieces and nephews and lifelong friends. 

He is preceded in death by his wife of 37 years, 
Charlotte (Hubert) Churchill; his parents, Frank 
and Mary (Loftus) Churchill; his sister, Katherine 
Rude; brothers Leonard, Eddie Pat and Frank 
“Bummie” Churchill; his son, William Churchill 
Jr.; daughter Marietta Jo Smith; and granddaugh-
ter Tiffany Churchill. 

A graveside service will be held at 2 p.m. Aug. 
14 in Wrangell, with a memorial at 3 p.m. at the 
American Legion Hall. 

— the Churchill family 

Bill Churchill 

Pilot, boat captain Chuck Traylor dies at 86
Longtime Wrangell resi-

dent Chuck Traylor, 86, died 
July 13 at Wrangell Medical 
Center. As Chuck would say, 
he had a good run, his family 
wrote. 

He was born in Nebraska 
in 1934, and his family was in 
and out of Alaska several 
times in the 1940s and early 
1950s before settling in 
Alaska permanently. 

In 1948, the Traylor family 
was living at the floating log-
ging camp in Hood Bay on 
Admiralty Island. There, 
Chuck and his sister, Vona, 
adopted a starving orphaned fawn, raised it, 
and released it. They also cared for twin bear 
cubs, the family wrote. Chuck reminisced 
about one of the cubs being sweet and easy, 
and the other one being ornery and knocking 
the nice cub off of the floating walkway and 
into the bay. 

That summer Chuck found paying work 
fishing for halibut out of a small wooden row-
boat to add to the camp menu. He also ran a 
laundry service for the loggers. 

In the winter of his 14th year, while much 
of the bay was frozen, Chuck would walk for 
the logging camp’s mail. He walked several 
miles and then signaled the winter caretaker of 
the cannery across the north arm of Hood Bay 
by setting off sticks of dynamite. The caretaker 
would run across in the skiff to exchange the 
mail. 

Chuck was in the woods working as a 
stinger man on the tip of the bar of his father’s 
120-pound Titan two-man chainsaw at age 15. 
It was during those logging camp days, when 
the Grumman Goose aircraft brought loggers 
and freight to the camps, that Chuck’s interest 
in flying sprouted, his family said. 

At age 16, Chuck spent some time in Wash-
ington state. He jumped onto a bus full of men 
heading for a forest fire. Chuck agreed with a 

fire boss that he was 18 years 
old, and joined the crew. He 
ran chainsaw, clearing brush 
and felling trees at the fire 
line. 

In his late teens he worked 
at Ellis Airlines in Ketchikan, 
assisting in the shop. 

Chuck graduated from 
Ketchikan High School. 

Chuck was drafted and 
served in the U.S. Army. He 
was stationed in Germany. 

In the early 1960s, he and 
Johnny Baker partnered to 
start Stikine Air Service in 
Wrangell. Later Chuck 

bought Johnny out. Originally, Stikine Air 
Service was in Wrangell harbor. Chuck built a 
large hanger and office at the airport and 
moved the business there. 

Chuck and his Stikine Air crew served log-
ging camps, took locals and tourists to lakes 
and up the Stikine River, operated flightseeing 
tours, and provided the medivac service for 
Wrangell. He sold Stikine Air in the late 1970s. 

After leaving the air travel business, he got 
his six-pack Coast Guard captain’s license and 
took tourists on Stikine River trips, as well as 
out fishing. He delivered freight in his boat 
The Runner to Bradfield Canal when the Tyee 
hydroelectric power plant was being built. 
When it was time for another change, he com-
mercial fished for Dungeness crab and spot 
prawns with the Little Gem. 

Chuck enjoyed running the Stikine River in 
his river scow, spending time at his cabin at the 
Zimovia Islets, rockhounding, singing a tune 
at the local bar, and drinks with friends. 

He used to joke that he’s a has-been because 
he “has been about all you can be in Alaska.” 

He was preceded in death by wives Sharon 
and Yvonne. Survivors include his partner, 
Donna Grover; three daughters; and numerous 
grandchildren and great-grandchildren. 

Services are pending. 

Chuck Traylor

Coast Guard promotes formation 
of Wrangell auxiliary detachment

By CALEB VIERKANT 
Sentinel writer 

Liz Buness is working to 
reestablish a U.S. Coast Guard 
Auxiliary detachment in 
Wrangell, and she received 
some help last week when a 
retired vice admiral, a division 
commander and Alaska 
district chief of staff were in 
town to meet with community 
members, answer questions 
and promote the idea. 

Wrangell has been without 
an auxiliary for about 25 years. 
While working to change that, 
Buness was sworn in as a 
member by the visiting 
dignitaries in a ceremony July 
14 in Wrangell. 

“The Coast Guard, 
especially in Alaska, has radio 
stations up around the coast,” 
said David Larkin, 
commander of the Juneau 
auxiliary detachment. 

“If you’re in trouble you get 
on (channel) 16 and call,” 
Larkin said. But, if the  
Coast Guard equipment is 
down for maintenance or is 
not working, “and the Coast 
Guard doesn’t hear you,” 
auxiliary members monitoring 
the channel can pick up the 
call and contact the Coast 
Guard, he said. 

Buness said it would take 15 
members for Wrangell to be 
recognized as its own 
detachment, but that is not a 
firm number, and anyone 
interested should contact her 

for more information at 907-
305-0014. 

“There’s actually a lot of 
training just to get through the 
hoops,” Buness said. “But once 
we get established and get all 
the training done for basic 
qualifying, then it would be 
like once a month, maybe 
twice a month. … Then of 
course the activities you do, it 
depends on what the need is.” 

The auxiliary is a volunteer 
component of the Coast 
Guard. Auxiliary members can 
provide a number of duties to 
assist the Coast Guard and 
communities such as Wrangell, 
such as providing vessel safety 
checks, boating safety checks, 
youth activities, anti-pollution 
work, ham radio operators, 
and serving as cooks aboard 
Coast Guard cutters. 

Being part of the auxiliary 
also offers training and 
educational opportunities, the 
visiting officials said. 

WASHINGTON (AP) — 
The Biden administration said 
July 15 it is ending large-scale, 
old-growth timber sales on the 
nation’s largest national forest 
— the Tongass National Forest 
in Alaska — and will instead 
focus on forest restoration, 
recreation and other non-
commercial uses. 

The announcement by the 
U.S. Forest Service reverses a 
Trump administration decision 
to lift restrictions on logging 
and road-building in the 
Southeast Alaska rainforest, 
which provides habitat for 
wolves, bears and salmon, and 
encompasses several 
communities totaling more 
than 70,000 residents. 

Smaller timber sales, 
including some old-growth 
trees, will still be offered for 
local communities and cultural 
uses such as totem poles, 
canoes and tribal artisan use, 
the Forest Service said. 

The Agriculture 
Department, which includes 
the Forest Service, also said it 
will take steps to restore the so-
called Roadless Rule for the 
Tongass. The 2001 rule 
prohibits road construction 
and timber harvests with 
limited exceptions on nearly 
one-third of national forest 
land. The Trump 
administration moved last 
year to exempt the Tongass 
from the rule, winning 
plaudits from Alaska’s 
Republican governor and its 

all-Republican congressional 
delegation. 

By reverse the Trump 
administration decision and 
restoring roadless-rule 
protections, officials are 
“returning stability and 
certainty to the conservation of 
9.3 million acres of the world’s 
largest temperate old-growth 
rainforest,� the Agriculture 
Department said. 

Conservationists cheered 
the announcement, which the 
administration had signaled 
last month. 

“Old-growth forests are 
critical to addressing climate 
change, so restoring roadless 
protections to the Tongass is 
critical, said Andy Moderow of 
the Alaska Wilderness League. 

“With Alaska experiencing 
climate impacts more acutely 
than most, we shouldn’t be 
discussing the continued 
clearcutting” of a national 
forest long considered the 
crown jewel of the U.S. forest 
system, Moderow said. 

U.S. Sen. Lisa Murkowski 
said the Biden administration 
was “literally throwing away” 
years of work by the Forest 
Service and Agriculture 
Department under former 
President Donald Trump. 

“We need to end this ‘yo-yo 
effect’ as the lives of Alaskans 
who live and work in the 
Tongass are upended every 
time we have a new president, 
Murkowski said last month. 
“This has to end.” 

Forest Service proclaims end 
to large-scale Tongass logging
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By GILLIAN FLACCUS 
The Associated Press 

OTIS, Ore. (AP) - Wildfire 
smoke was thick when Tye and 
Melynda Small went to bed last 
Labor Day, but they weren’t too 
concerned. After all, they live in 
a part of Oregon where ferns 
grow from tree trunks and rain-
fall averages more than six feet 
a year. 

But just after midnight, a 
neighbor awakened them as 
towering flames, pushed by 
gusting winds, bore down. The 
Smalls and their four children 
fled, as wind whipped the blaze 
into a fiery tornado and trees 
exploded around them. 

When it was over, they were 
left homeless by a peril they 
had never imagined. Only two 
houses on their street in Otis 
survived a fire they expected to 
be tamped out long before it 
reached their door less than six 
miles from the Pacific Ocean. 

“Nobody ever thought that 
on the Oregon coast we would 
have a fire like this. Here ... it 
rains. It rains three-quarters of 
the year,” Melynda Small said. 
“It was one of the scariest things 
I’ve ever gone through.” 

The fire that leveled the rural 
community of 3,500 people was 
part of an Oregon wildfire sea-
son last fall that destroyed more 
than 4,000 homes, killed nine 
people and raged through 1.1 
million acres. Almost all the 
damage occurred over a hellish 
72 hours that stretched firefight-
ers to their breaking point. 

Pushed by unusually strong 
winds, fires ripped through 
temperate rainforest just a few 
minutes’ drive from the ocean, 
crept to within 30 miles of 
downtown Portland, leveled 
thousands of homes and busi-

nesses along Interstate 5 and 
wiped out communities that 
cater to outdoors enthusiasts. 

It was a wake-up call for the 
Pacific Northwest as climate 
change brings destructive 
blazes that feel more like Cali-
fornia’s annual fire siege to wet 
places and urban landscapes 
once believed insulated from 
them. 

And while last year was a 
wake-up call, this summer is 
ringing even louder as Oregon 
is in another fire season amid 
some of the worst conditions in 
memory. The largest blaze is 
about 200 miles southeast of last 
year’s inferno in Otis. 

The destructive Bootleg Fire, 
one of the largest in modern 
Oregon history, as of Monday 
had burned more than 535 
square miles. 

Thousands have been or-
dered to evacuate, including 
some 2,000 people who live in 
rugged terrain among lakes and 
wildlife refuges near the fire, 
which, as of Monday, has 
burned at least 67 homes and 
100 outbuildings while threat-
ening many more. 

Oregon weathered its driest 
April in 80 years, and in the 
normally wet months of March 
and April, it had the lightest 
rainfall since 1924. 

Marc Brooks, who founded 
Cascade Relief Team to help last 
fall’s fire victims statewide, said 
by this April his group had been 
put on alert four times for wild-
fires at a time when “we should 
be getting snow, not drought.” 

The warming climate means 
snow on Oregon’s famous 
peaks melts earlier, leaving soil 
and vegetation parched by late 
summer even if it does rain, 
said Erica Fleishman, director of 

the Oregon Climate Change Re-
search Institute at Oregon State 
University. 

Last fall’s blazes were driven 
by “extremely rare” powerful, 
sustained winds, and in combi-
nation with the arid conditions, 
a major wildfire was almost in-
evitable, she said. “If we had a 
spark — and any time we have 
people, we have a spark — 
there was a high likelihood that 
a fire would ignite.” 

Fire on the Oregon coast isn’t 
without precedent. A series of 
blazes starting in the 1930s 
scorched 355,000 acres in what’s 
known as the Tillamook Burn. 
In 1936, a wind-driven fire 
killed 10 people in the seaside 
town of Bandon. 

But what happened last fall 
across western Oregon was ex-
treme, said Larry O’Neill, Ore-
gon’s state climatologist. 

The Cascade Mountains run 
north-south and separate the 
notoriously rainy part of the 
state to the west and the drier 
climate to the east, where fires 
usually burn in less populated 
areas. Last year multiple blazes 
raged in the western Cascades 
where “you think of it being a 
rainforest with ferns” and closer 
to population centers, O’Neill 
said. 

“I thought we still had a gen-
eration or so to get our ducks in 
a row to prepare for this, and 
these last couple fire seasons 
here have been a huge wake-up 
call that we are experiencing it 
now,” he said. 

One fire in southwest Ore-
gon obliterated thousands of 
homes in two towns along In-
terstate 5, and was unique for 
Oregon because it was fueled 
by houses, gas stations and fast-
food restaurants — not forest, 

said Doug Grafe, head of the 
Oregon Department of Forestry. 

“To lose the number of com-
munities that we did was eye-
opening,” he said. “That’s new 
ground for Oregon, but Califor-
nia was the canary in the coal 
mine.” 

Last fall, that new reality re-
shaped the Smalls’ life — and 
the lives of hundreds of other 
Oregon residents — in just a 
few hours. The Echo Mountain 
Fire burned nearly 300 homes 
and displaced about 1,000 peo-
ple. 

Like many of their neigh-
bors, the Smalls were underin-
sured and did not have wildfire 
coverage for their house. They 
bounced around for weeks — 
an emergency evacuation site, 
camping by a stream and stay-
ing with relatives in Washing-
ton state. 

An insurance payout of 
$50,000 was not enough to buy 
a manufactured home big 
enough for their family. Eight 

months after the fire, the money 
goes to keep their kids in a sin-
gle room at a local Comfort Inn, 
while the parents sleep in a bor-
rowed trailer outside. 

The family had two rooms 
paid for by the state, but when 
wildfire survivors were asked 
to move to a different motel, the 
Smalls decided to stay and pay 
their own way rather than up-
root their family again. They 
said they didn’t qualify for fed-
eral disaster assistance and that 
the pandemic cost Tye Small his 
job as a gas station attendant. 

“Our 5-year-old, she had a 
really hard time,”‘ Melynda 
Small said. 

Every time a new manufac-
tured home is delivered to a fire 
survivor, Melynda Small is 
there in her “Otis Strong” 
sweatshirt, beaming with ex-
citement and taking photos for 
a community Facebook page. 
By her last tally, there are 38 
new manufactured homes and 
six “stick-builds” in progress. 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
The Kalkins say thank you 
 

The family of Minnie (Larsen) Kalkins wishes to thank every-
one for the outpouring of love. Mom was a special lady and would 
be overwhelmed to know how many people think so. 

Thank you Nettie for the warmth of the family service. The 
chuckles were comforting. 

Thank you Zona, Annette, Lori, Missy and Les for all your work 
at the American Legion memorial dinner. 

Thank you to everyone who provided food for all to share 
while remembering mom. 

Thank you to everyone who came to eat, visit and remember 
the good times. 

Mom loved her home, and you are all part of the reason why. 
Always smile when you think of her! 

The Kalkins family  
Thank you from hospice 

 
Hospice of Wrangell thanks the City and Borough of Wrangell, 

particularly Borough Manager Lisa Von Bargen, Capital Facilities 
Director Amber Al-Hadad, and Duke Mitchell, for facilitating the 
community loan closet relocation. 

FROM THE PUBLISHER

We try our best with old news 
By LARRY PERSILY & CALEB VIERKANT 

Wrangell Sentinel 
Newspapers report what happened. Sure, we 

also report some of what will or may happen in 
the days ahead, but most of the Sentinel tells 
you what occurred last week in the community 
that may affect or interest you. 

By definition, it’s old news by the time you 
get it in your mailbox or buy it at the store on 
Thursdays. 

It’s not deliberately old, it’s just a matter of 
timing. 

Publishing a weekly newspaper has its time 
and production constraints, which dictate how 
old the news is by the time we get it into your 
hands. 

To distribute the Sentinel on Thursday morn-
ings, we have the paper printed on Wednesday 
in Petersburg — the closest printing press — 
and flown to Wrangell that afternoon. To print 
on Wednesday morning, we have to finish all of 
our reporting and writing by Tuesday. That’s 
where the “old” starts to set in. 

Numbers, such as COVID-19 cases, can 
change between Tuesday and Thursday. Ferries 
can break down over the two days, planes can 
divert due to bad weather, meeting dates can 
change, legislative plans can go in the opposite 
direction of what was expected, and people can 
change their minds a lot between Tuesday and 
Thursday. 

We try our best to anticipate what may 
change, what could be different on Thursday, 48 
hours after we finish our reporting. But we can’t 
always get it totally right. 

Sure, we can always report what changed the 
next week, but it’s frustrating. 

Just as exasperating is when something hap-
pens after we have finished putting together the 
Sentinel and we want to get the news into that 
week’s paper but can’t, due to the production 
deadlines. 

Such as last week, when the Alaska Depart-
ment of Transportation late Tuesday evening 
announced its draft ferry schedule for the fall 
and winter. The schedule is a stinker for 
Wrangell, with just one northbound sailing 
every other week and one lonely southbound 
sailing the other weeks for October and Novem-
ber. 

It’s embarrassing that Thursday’s Sentinel 
did not report the news of the ferry schedule, 
but the news happened too late for deadline. As 
much as we understand why, it’s still frustrating 
to wait a week to report the news that means so 
much to the community. 

And while the Sentinel has increased its 
budget to print 12 pages a week instead of eight, 
that still leaves limited space for articles. That’s 
particularly noticeable with Tuesday evening 
borough assembly meetings, when we have to 
pick what news can fit into the Sentinel on 
deadline night and which stories will have to 
wait to the next week. 

That makes some of the news old news the 
next week, but still useful news. 

The point in all this? Other than explaining 
why we miss stories sometimes, or why the Sen-
tinel might say something was expected to hap-
pen on a Wednesday when, in fact, it never 
happened by the time you read about it on 
Thursday. 

The point is that we believe it is important 
for the community to understand how the Sen-
tinel operates, why some stories appear on time 
in the weekly paper and why some seem to be 
a week late. Why sometimes the numbers on 
Thursday look like they are left over from Tues-
day. 

It’s not wrong, just a little old. But always ac-
curate at the time we wrote the story. And that’s 
what counts. Accuracy and fairness never get 
old, and we do our best to be both.

EDITORIAL
Time to move ahead 

with water plant project
Looking around at all the boots, raingear and plastic 

tarps, it’s hard to imagine that Wrangell can’t handle a 
little water. 

The community can handle the rain alright. It’s 
collecting all that water, cleaning it and delivering it to 
our homes, offices and businesses that is a challenge. 

Wrangell’s 23-year-old filtration plant, which runs 
muskeg water through a variety of sand filters and other 
processes, struggles to efficiently provide all the water the 
community needs and often falls short of meeting state 
standards for safe drinking water. 

The borough has been aware of the problem for years 
and has been working hard to find the right answer. 
Wrangell succeeded several years ago in winning federal 
assistance totaling $9 million toward the cost of a new 
system. After overcoming various delays imposed by 
multiple reasons, the borough wants to move ahead. The 
town’s water supply needs a permanent fix. 

The best solution looks to be a new filtration system 
that essentially uses air bubbles to help separate the bad 
stuff from the good water and bring it to the surface at the 
plant for removal. 

However, other problems are rising to the surface. 
There is a 2023 use-it-or-lose-it deadline for the federal 
money, and though an extension is possible, it’s less likely 
if Wrangell isn’t making real progress toward a start on 
real construction. 

And the project cost estimate is from 2017. Most 
definitely, that needs updating. 

The borough assembly last week directed the 
administration to get the number updated. The estimated 
$25,000 price tag for the update is smart money. Wrangell 
needs to know the cost before it can commit to the 
solution. 

Leaving the existing water filtration system untouched 
is not an option. It falls short of the community’s needs, 
both for supply and healthy water. Likewise, endless 
debate in search of a more perfect answer would burn up 
time Wrangell can ill afford — $9 million in federal aid 
can fill a lot of glasses with cleaner water. 

—Wrangell Sentinel 

Classified ads in the Sentinel 
are now free for  

individuals and nonprofits

Call Amber at 874-2301 or email wrgsent@gmail.com

YOU CAN'T BEAT FREE

Whether you are  
selling,  
buying,  

borrowing,  
loaning,  
holding  

a garage sale  
or a fundraiser,  

THE ADS ARE FREE

Limited to 30 words and two weeks in the paper

Canada reopens
it through a reciprocal inten-
tion.” 

Canadian officials also an-
nounced that children who 
aren’t vaccinated but are trav-
eling with vaccinated parents 
will not have to quarantine, but 
will have to avoid group activ-
ities. 

Canadian Prime Minister 
Justin Trudeau said last week 
that Canada could start allow-
ing fully vaccinated Americans 
into the country as of mid-Au-
gust for nonessential travel and 
should be in a position to wel-
come fully vaccinated travelers 
from all countries by early Sep-
tember. 

Trudeau noted his country 
continues to lead G20 countries 
in vaccination rates, with ap-
proximately 80% of eligible 
Canadians vaccinated with 
their first dose and over 50% of 
those eligible fully vaccinated. 

The numbers in the U.S. are 
almost 66% of eligible Ameri-
cans with at least their first vac-
cine dose, and almost 57% fully 
vaccinated as of Monday, ac-
cording to the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention. 

In the early days of the pan-
demic, the U.S. and Canadian 
governments both closed the 
more than 5,500-mile border to 
nonessential traffic. With in-
creasing vaccination rates and 
dropping infection rates, many 
state and local officials and 
business owners were annoyed 
that the two governments had-
n’t laid out plans to fully re-
open the border. 

Canada began easing its re-
strictions earlier this month, al-
lowing fully vaccinated 
Canadians or permanent legal 
residents to return to Canada 
without quarantining. But 
among the requirements are a 
negative test for the virus be-

fore returning, and another 
once they get back. 

Pressure has been mounting 
on Canada�to continue to ease 
the restrictions at the border, 
which have been in effect  
since March 2020. Providing 
exemptions for travel into 
Canada amid the pandemic is 
politically sensitive and 
Trudeau is expected to  
call a federal election next 
month. 

Commercial traffic has gone 
back and forth normally be-
tween the two countries since 
the start of the pandemic, de-
spite the ban on tourist, busi-
ness and family travelers. 

The U.S. Travel Association 
estimates that each month the 
border is closed costs $1.5 bil-
lion in lost revenue. Canadian 
officials say Canada had about 
22 million foreign visitors in 
2019 — about 15 million of 
them from the United States.

Continued from page 1

Oregon rain forest no longer safe from wildfires

The frame is all that remained of a melted gas station sign in Blue 
River, Oregon. The unincorporated community along the McKen-
zie River east of Eugene was one of many places in western Ore-
gon devastated during a 72-hour firestorm last fall. The state’s 
unprecedented fall 2020 wildfire season burned 4,000 homes and 
more than 1 million acres in areas that are not normally associated 
with wildfire.

AP PHOTO/GILLIAN FLACCUS

Monday, July 12 
Vacation check. 
Disturbance. 
Vehicle unlock. 
 
Tuesday, July 13 
Citizen assist. 
Agency assist: Alaska State 
Troopers. 
Citizen assist. 
Subpoena served. 
Letter served for removing 
person from licensed 
establishment. 
Citizen assist. 
 
Wednesday, July 14 
Dog at large. 
Civil matter. 
Agency assist: Alarm. 
Trespassing. 
Agency assist: Hoonah Police 
Department. 
Agency assist: Hoonah Police 
Department. 
Traffic. 
 

Thursday, July 15 
Traffic Stop: Driving under 
the influence. 
Traffic: Verbal warning for 
defective brake lights and 
out-of-state drivers license. 
REDDI Report: Driving under 
the influence. 
 
Friday, July 16 
Harassing phone calls. 
Agency assist: Ambulance. 
Agency assist: Ambulance. 
Theft. 
Agency assist: Hoonah Police 
Department. 
 
Saturday, July 17 
Traffic stop. 
Traffic stop. 
Agency assist: Alarm 
 
Sunday, July 18 
Disturbance. 
Vehicle theft. 
Citizen assist. 
Noise complaint. 

Police report



FOR SALE 
Used desk. 41” long, 28” high, 
16” deep. Pull-out keyboard tray. 
$10. Call 907-209-5616. 

HELP WANTED 
Tongass Federal Credit Union is 
seeking a qualified individual for 
the Branch Manager position in 
Wrangell. Five years of  

financial institution supervisory 
experience and lending 
knowledge is preferred. We offer 
competitive pay, health and 
employee benefits, paid time off 
and a fun atmosphere! For more 
information, please contact  
Trish Hup at 
trishhup@tongassfcu.com. 

HELP WANTED 
Wrangell Public Schools is 
accepting applications for the 
following positions for the 2021-
2022 school year: 
Custodians: These are full-time, 
year-round classified positions 
with benefits earning $15.45 to 
$23.39/hour, 7.5 hours per day. 
Job duties include but are not 
limited to keeping our school 
complex clean and assisting with 
setting up rooms for classes, 
large presentations and business 
meetings as needed; and 
assisting with minor repairs. A 
high school diploma or 
equivalent is desired. 
Paraprofessionals: These are 
part-time. nine-month positions 
earning $14 to  $23.42 per hour. 
We have multiple open positions 

working as instructional aides 
with students, for a minimum of 
5.75 hours per day in small 
groups or one-on-one in the 
library or special-education 
programs. A high school 

diploma or equivalent is 
required. For more information 
and a detailed job description, 
please contact the District Office 
at 907-874-2347. 
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CLASSIFIED/LEGALS

PUBLIC NOTICE  
On April 23, 2021, the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) initiated an environmental cleanup 

project at the former FAA facilities on lands managed by the United States Department of Agriculture 
Forest Service (USDA FS) on the eastern side of Big Level Island, AK (56.465788-133.094870). This 
project includes the excavation and offsite disposal of approximately 2,600 cubic yards (CYs) of 
impacted soils (hazardous and non-hazardous waste) associated with the former FAA landfill, former 
landfill burn and staging areas, and a former barge pipeline connection point. Further, this FAA onsite 
effort includes a subsurface investigation to delineate potentially impacted soils associated with former 
FAA housing and mission-supporting FAA mechanical shops. Hazardous substances associated with 
the project are subject to the Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation and Liability 
Act (CERCLA), and the National Contingency Plan (NCP). FAA is performing the Big Level Island 
cleanup activities in coordination and under regulatory oversight of the USDA FS and Alaska 
Department of Environmental Conservation (ADEC).   

All waste generated during the project is containerized, appropriately characterized for disposal, 
and removed from the island on a weekly basis, or as required. Soil and other debris contaminated with 
hazardous and non-hazardous (petroleum) substances are being shipped to Columbia Waste 
Management and Columbia Ridge Landfill in Arlington, Oregon, respectfully. Lead-painted metal will 
be sent to the Petersburg Bailer Facility in Petersburg, Alaska, to be transported to a metal recycler in 
Seattle, Washington. Other non-hazardous waste is being shipped to the Petersburg, Alaska, Landfill.  

In accordance with 40 CFR 300.820, the administrative record associated with this environmental 
cleanup effort on Big Level Island, AK, is available for public review and comment at the USFS 
Petersburg Ranger District Office located at 12 N. Nordic Drive, Petersburg, AK 99833. The 
Administrative Record includes the Time-Critical Removal Action Memorandum and the Work Plan 
governing the project in 2021. Because Forest Service offices are closed due to Covid-19, an 
appointment can be made by calling (907)-772-3871. A thirty-day comment period begins the date this 
notice is published.  Comments can be sent to Linda Riddle, Alaska On-Scene Coordinator, USDA 
Forest Service, Room 549, P.O. Box 21628, Juneau, Alaska, 99801 or to linda.riddle@usda.gov.  
 
Publish: July 1, 8, 15, 22, and 29, 2021

Early prices to Alaska salmon 
fishermen are trickling in and, as 
anticipated, they are up across 
the board. That will give a nice 
boost to the economic base of 
fishing communities and the 
state from fish taxes, fees and 
other assessments. 

About one-third (62 million) 
of Alaska’s projected catch of 190 
million salmon had crossed the 
docks by July 16 at the halfway 
point of the fishing season. 

Prices paid to fishermen vary 
based on buyers, gear types and 
regions, and bonuses and post-
season pay adjustments won’t 
be finalized until early next year. 

Here’s an early snapshot of 
average base prices from major 
processors at this point in the 
season: 

At Bristol Bay, OBI Seafoods 
has upped the price paid to fish-
ermen to $1.25 per pound, top-
ping the $1.10 per pound that 
Peter Pan posted before the start 
of the season, up from $0.70 last 
year. 

Kodiak fishermen were get-
ting $1.45 to $1.50 for sockeyes, 
and $1.75 in Southeast. 

That compares to a statewide 
average of just $0.76 a pound for 
sockeye salmon last year. A 2021 
catch of 46.6 million sockeyes is 
expected for Alaska; the total so 
far has topped 44 million. 

Pink salmon were averaging 
$0.35 cents a pound for fisher-
men. An Alaska harvest of 124.2 
million pinks is expected this 
summer, nearly 49% higher than 
last year. The statewide pink 
salmon price in 2020 averaged 
$0.30 cents a pound. 

Chums were averaging $0.50 
per pound for Kodiak fisher-
men, twice last year’s price, and 
$0.85 at Southeast, compared to 
$0.45. The average chum price in 
2020 was $0.43 cents a pound. 

According to the Alaska De-
partment of Fish and Game, 
troll-caught kings at Southeast 
were averaging $6.73 a pound, 
compared to a statewide aver-
age of $5.07 last year. With aver-

age weights at 11 pounds, each 
chinook was again worth more 
than one barrel of Alaska crude 
oil ($74.03 vs.73.48 as of July 16). 

Coho salmon catches will 
begin adding up in August, but 
troll-caught silvers at Southeast 
were paying fishermen a whop-
ping $2.50 per pound for all 
sizes. That compares to $1.74 in 
the Panhandle last year and a 
statewide average for silvers at 
$1.17. 

Smaller sockeyes 
The run of sockeye salmon 

returning home to Bristol Bay 
could set a record at 66 million 
fish. The catch has topped 36 
million, but the reds are smaller 
than in past years.  

The average size this summer 
is 4.5 pounds, compared to 5.1 
pounds last year, said Dan Lesh 
with McKinley Research Group. 
Still, the sockeyes are heading 
into an eager market. 

“Supply is low and there is 
strong demand for premium 
seafoods across the board,” he 

said. “People have more money 
and spending at food service is 
at pre-pandemic levels.” 

Bristol Bay reds aren’t the 
only ones shrinking.  

Chinook size has declined the 
most at 8%; 3.3% for cohos; 2.4% 
for chum salmon; and a 2.1% 
shrinkage in sockeyes overall. 

That’s based on 60 years of 
measurements from 12.5 million 
Alaska salmon, excluding pinks, 
by Nature Communications that 
compared average body lengths 
before 1990 and after 2010.  

Sleeping at sea, or not 
Finding time to sleep is one of 

the biggest challenges during a 
fishing trip, especially during 
limited openers. The pressure to 
bait and pull pots or lines and 
handle nets can be unrelenting.  

“The less you sleep, the more 
money you make in some sense. 
That’s a really hard thing to 
overcome. Because everybody 
wants to make more 
money,”�said Jerry Dzugan, di-
rector of the Alaska Marine 

Safety Education Association at 
Sitka.  

Sleep deprivation leads to 
more accidents and worsens 
physical performance, he told 
public radio station KDLL in 
Kenai 

“The military alone has done 
volumes on this because of per-
formance of personnel in the 
military. But not much has been 
done in the commercial fishing 
industry. And I think that’s the 
big thing,”�he said. “I don’t think 
I’ve had one person tell me it’s 
not a problem.” 

The safety program has part-
nered with national organiza-
tions for a two-year project with 
200 randomly selected fisher-
men in Alaska, Oregon and the 
Northeast. The group will track 
and hear fishermen’s concerns 
about their sleep patterns and 
possible effects on their safety 
and health. 

Funding comes from the U.S. 
Coast Guard and the National 

Salmon prices up across the state this summer
Alaska Fish Factor By LAINE�WELCH Fisheries columnist

Continued on page 11

2019 PHOTO BY KIM ELTON

A black bear grabs a salmon near the Anan Wildlife Observatory, working from the rocks 
just across of the viewing platforms at the falls.

Bearfest starts 5-day run on Wednesday
By SENTINEL STAFF 

Wrangell’s annual Bearfest opens Wednes-
day and will feature symposiums by bear ex-
perts, art and photo workshops, children’s 
games, pool time and more — even a demon-
stration by a Seattle sushi chef, adding a 
seafood entrée to the five-day festival menu. 

This year’s Bearfest will run to Aug. 1, re-
turning in full force after the COVID-19 pan-
demic forced a scaled-back celebration in 
2020. 

The schedule also includes children’s 
events, live music, the annual Bearfest run, a 

golf tournament, community market, a plant 
walk, and lots of food. 

This year’s Bearfest will also feature Tlingit 
cultural stories at Chief Shakes House on July 
29, a dinner and auction on July 30 prepared 
by Seattle chef Carrie Mashaney and the 
sushi-making demonstration and class with 
Brandon Wicks on July 31. 

The full schedule is available on Facebook 
at “Alaska Bearfest,” or online at www.alask-
abearfest.org. 

Paper copies of the schedule can be picked 
up at Alaska Vistas near the City Dock. 

COVID-19 cases 
reported on its COVID-19 web-
site. 

Officials said the surge is 
driven by residents who refuse 
vaccination, “even in the face 
of the more dangerous delta 
variant of the virus that is 
spreading across Alaska.” 

The City and Borough of 
Sitka on July 14 reinstated a 
masking requirement in mu-
nicipal buildings, if six feet of 
social distance cannot be main-
tained. “Mask up, whether you 
are vaccinated or not,” said 
Craig Warren, the emergency 
operations center incident 
commander. 

Anchorage reported more 
than 300 new cases last week, 
220 more over the weekend, 
and almost 700 in the past two 
weeks.� 

Cordova had more than 40 
active cases at its peak last 
week in the community of 
2,400 people, with an addi-
tional 14 over the weekend. 

On Tuesday, Juneau ordered 
faces masks in all city and bor-
ough buildings and facilities, 
effective immediately, due to 
the jump in COVID-19 cases. 

Juneau officials also have 
urged unvaccinated travelers 
arriving from Alaska commu-
nities that are seeing a rise in 
cases to get tested when they 
return to town, including trav-
elers from Sitka, Anchorage 
and the Kenai Peninsula. 

Two Juneau residents who 
traveled to Sitka within the 
past week tested positive for 
the virus. 

Wrangell reported two cases 
last week — the first since the 
Fourth of July. Both were resi-
dents who had been in contact 
with visitors from out of town. 

The Wrangell Parks and 
Recreation Department re-
ported last Friday one of the 
people who tested positive 
for�COVID� “has recently fre-
quented the pool facility,” and 
public health officials were 
reaching out to people who 
may have been exposed. 

“I am concerned, yes, I’m al-
ways concerned,” Wrangell 
Mayor Steve Prysunka said of 
the latest cases in town. “If it 
blows up, we’ll have to back 
up and punt,” and possibly 
consider further measures to 
protect public safety. 

Wrangell’s vaccination rate 
is 62% of eligible residents. The 
statewide rate is almost 57%. 
Skagway leads Southeast at 
81%, as of Tuesday. 

The state has continued its 
contract with the SouthEast 

Alaska Regional Health Con-
sortium for free COVID-19 
testing at the Wrangell airport. 
The contract had been due to 
end June 30. Testing at the first 
sign of any symptoms is im-
portant to catch infections be-
fore they spread, Prysunka 
said. 

As of Monday, state health 
officials reported 69 people 
with confirmed cases of 
COVID-19 hospitalized in 
Alaska — more than twice the 
daily average for most of  
June. 

Alaska’s vaccination rate 
has not moved much in recent 
weeks, as fewer people are get-
ting their shots. As of Monday, 
56% of eligible Alaskans had 
received at least their first vac-
cine dose, and 51% were fully 
vaccinated. While Alaska was 
among the early vaccination 
leaders nationwide, the state 
has now slipped to 29th place 
as of Monday, according to 
federal statistics. 

And though vaccinations 
do not guarantee a person will 
not get COVID-19, the shots 
are highly effective at prevent-
ing infections and, if infected, 
reducing the severity of the ill-
ness, state officials said. 

A recent report prepared for 
the state said only 4.2% of 
Alaska’s COVID-19 cases be-
tween February and June were 
among people who were fully 
vaccinated, while just 1% of 
Alaska’s COVID-19 hospital-
izations during that time in-
volved fully vaccinated 
individuals. 

As public health officials 
continue to emphasize the 
need for people to get vacci-
nated — to protect themselves 
and anyone around them — 
more employers are requiring 
vaccinations of their employ-
ees. 

Southeast Alaska’s largest 
tribal organization last week 
joined the growing list of em-
ployers. Leadership at the Cen-
tral Council of Tlingit & Haida 
Indian Tribes of Alaska met 
last Friday and decided to re-
quire vaccinations, according 
to Juneau public radio station 
KTOO. 

The Central Council joins 
the SouthEast Alaska Regional 
Health Consortium and other 
employers that have adopted 
similar vaccination policies in 
recent weeks. 

The Tlingit & Haida execu-
tive council will also require 
delegates who attend the Sep-
tember tribal assembly in-per-
son meeting to be vaccinated. 

By LARRY PERSILY 
Sentinel writer 

The COVID-19 case count 
among the 214 passengers and 
crew who were aboard the 
American Constellation’s South-
east Alaska cruise the second 
week of July has risen to 16, as 
the ship prepared this week to 
end its 10-day quarantine in 
Juneau and resume voyages. 

Of the 16, four isolated in Pe-
tersburg, which was where the 
first case was discovered on July 
8, and a dozen in Juneau, the 
City and Borough of Juneau re-
ported July 15.  

As of Monday, nine had re-
covered and seven people re-
mained in isolation in Juneau, 
officials said. 

The 267-foot-long ship, oper-
ated by American Cruise Lines, 
tied up in Juneau on July 10 after 

cutting short its voyage so that 
the crew could quarantine, while 
allowing uninfected passengers 
to disembark and fly home. 

Neither the company nor Pe-
tersburg or Juneau officials have 
disclosed how many of the 16 
cases were crew members and 
how many were passengers. 

The company required all of 
its passengers to get fully vacci-
nated before traveling, but ac-
cording to public health officials 
did not require the same for its 
crew. 

However, at least two of the 
COVID-19 cases were fully vac-
cinated individuals, health offi-
cials said. 

The change in operating 
plans meant the ship canceled its 
July 11-12 stopover in Wrangell. 
The American Constellation is 
not scheduled to return to 

Wrangell until Sept. 7-8. 
While docked in Juneau, 43 

crew remained on board, in iso-
lation from the community. 

“The good news story about 
the American Constellation is 
the cases were identified very 
early,” Bryan Fisher, the state’s 
director of Homeland Security 
and Emergency Management, 
said in the state’s weekly 
COVID-19 update. 

“The company made the 
right decision to terminate the 
rest of that cruise and to isolate 
the folks that tested positive,” 
Fisher said, as reported by pub-
lic radio station KTOO in 
Juneau. 

Juneau officials said the iso-
lated cluster presented a “low” 
potential risk of exposure to the 
community. 

The ship had been in Haines 
two days before the first case 
was reported in Petersburg. 
“There is limited concern of 
community spread given the 
date of the test and arrival into 
Haines,” the Haines Borough 
said in a prepared statement the 
day the ship went into quaran-
tine in Juneau. “Public Health is 
not recommending any addi-
tional safety precautions for 
Haines at this time.” 

American Cruise Lines al-
lowed passengers to leave the 
boat in Petersburg for tourist ac-
tivities the day after the first case 
was reported because the travel-
ers were all fully vaccinated, ac-
cording to the Petersburg 
Medical Center. 

Cruise ship COVID case count climbs to 16 

Continued from page 1

WRANGELL EYE CARE 
PRISM OPTICAL OF ALASKA

VISITING EYE DOCTOR 
EVERY OTHER SUNDAY

For an eye exam appointment or questions,  
please call us at: 1-800-701-3999 

or schedule online at www.PrismBooking.com/Wrangell

Local Eye Care you can count on!  Prism is proud to announce  
a visiting optometrist will be coming to Wrangell every month  

to assist with your eye care and optical needs.  
 Our new office is conveniently located at 106 Lynch St, Suite C1 

(next to the Wrangell Sentinel, across from Stikine Drug).  
Come in for a free eyeglass adjustment and tune-up. 

Eye exams, contact lenses  
& fashionable eyewear
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July 21, 1921 
Local strawberries of large 

size and delicious flavor have 
been on the market for nearly 
two weeks. Shipments of berries 
from Haines have also been 
received by local merchants. A 
beautiful Wrangell-raised 
geranium exhibited in a window 
of the Matheson store has 
attracted a great deal of attention 
this week.  It is owned by Mrs. 
Patterson, who decided to share 
its beauty with the general 
public. The plant is unusually 
large and has 10 bunches of 
perfect flowers of a lovely shade 
of pink.  

July 19, 1946 
A lively blaze in the basement 

of Wrangell hotel last Saturday at 
dinner time caused a flurry of 
excitement among guests and 
did damage estimated at $20,000. 
But for the prompt work  
of Wrangell’s volunteer 

department, the fire might have 
been far more serious with even 
greater loss. The fire started from 
a short circuit, it was said, back 
of the boiler in the basement and 
had charred the girders badly 
under the floor of the dining 
room and kitchen before the 
flames were brought under 
control. Upper floors of the hotel 
were filled with smoke and lack 
of gas masks by the department 
made the work of the fire fighters 
extremely hazardous. They 
fought their way through the 
dense smoke to arouse guests 
and carry out their effects as long 
as they were able. After the 
source of the fire was discovered, 
the fire hose turned on the 
flames, but not before the boiler, 
meat house and refrigeration 
plant in the basement were 
entirely destroyed. 

July 23, 1971 
Sisters Amanada Westlake, 71, 

and Edith Clark, 67, who lived 
here as girls, came back for a visit 
this week, after 54 years. They 
are former Horgheim sisters. 
Their father, the late Lars 
Horgheim, came to Wrangell in 
1903 to work lumber and to mine 
and fish. He moved his family to 
California in 1917. They have 
talked for years about coming 
back to see the town of their 
youth and have planned the trip 
the past year. “It is as I remember 
it,” Mrs. Clark, “Wrangell is 
beautiful. The prettiest scenery in 
Southeast Alaska.” The sisters 

were met at the ferry by an old 
schoolmate, Neil Grant. “The 
really big difference,” she said, 
“is the cars, I guess I knew they 
would be here but I just wasn’t 
ready for it.” There were no 
automobiles but there were 
horses in Wrangell when they 
lived here, the sisters said, and 
the streets were of wood, not 
paved, and sternwheelers on 
their way up the Stikine piled the 
waters of Zimovia Strait. “Is a 
little different, but it is still 
Wrangell after all these years,” 
said Ms. Clark.  

July 25, 1996 
They came to work, and they 

did. But they also ate, and ate, 
went sightseeing and fishing, 
and made friends all over town. 
Eleven college-age youngsters 
and three adults came north 
from the Presbytery of Peace 
River, Florida, this month to 
help Wrangell’s Presbyterian 
Church add a classroom and 
extra storage room to the back 
of the building. Footings for the 
addition were laid last year by 
another group from Iowa, using 
a $7,500 grant from the Nolan 
Trust. “We’ve had more fun 
than any place we’ve ever 
been,” said Debbie Endell. “It’s 
nice to be in a place where 
people really love where they 
live.” With the walls and roof 
rafters up, and wiring in 
progress, Pastor Mark Olson is 
hopeful that the building will be 
nearly finished by winter.

 

The Way We Were In the Sentinel 100, 75, 50 and 25 years ago.

 

          TIDES

All times listed are scheduled departure times. 
Call the terminal at 874-2021 for information 

or call 874-3711 or 800-642-0066 for recorded information. 

Senior Center Menu 
Open for in-person dining.  
Must be fully vaccinated.

Ferry Schedule

 

     High Tides                Low Tides
            AM         PM                  AM                 PM
            Time      Ft     Time      Ft     Time     Ft      Time     Ft

July 22       . . .       . . .     12:41    14.8   06:12    -2.5    06:09    3.2 
July 23     00:24    18.6    01:33    15.5   07:02    -3.3    07:01    2.7  
July 24     01:15    18.8    02:20    15.9   07:48    -3.5    07:50    2.4  
July 25     02:04    18.6    03:04    16.1   08:31    -3.3    08:36    2.3 
July 26     02:50    18.0    03:45    16.0   09:12    -2.5    09:21    2.4  
July 27     03:34    17.0    04:25    15.8   09:52    -1.5    10:07    2.7 
July 28     04:17    15.8    05:04    15.3   10:30    -0.2    10:53    3.0  

Daylight         
Hours
Date    Sunrise  Sunset    Hours 
July 22   4:33a     9:17p    16:43h 
July 23   4:35a     9:15p    16:40h 
July 24   4:37a     9:13p    16:36h 
July 25   4:38a     9:11p    16:32h 
July 26   4:40a     9:10p    16:29h 
July 27   4:42a     9:08p    16:25h 
July 28   4:44a     9:06p    16:21h  
 

July 22-July 28

The Sentinel extends its best wishes to the following people 
listed on the Wrangell Chamber of Commerce Community 
Scholarship Birthday Calendar. 

 
Thursday, July 22: James Castle, Jim Haley, Trevor Keller, 

Matt Scott, Paul Anthony Smith, Butch Wenderoth; 
Anniversary: Dewyo and Charley Young. 

Friday, July 23: Allison Petersen, Marni Privett; 
Anniversaries: Jim and Betty Abbott, Matt and Candice 
Wilsie. 

Saturday, July 24: Maddox Angerman, Jeanette Covalt, 
Maria Holder, David Smith; Anniversary: David and Sabrina 
Smith. 

Sunday, July 25: Lizzy Romane, Celly Nelson-Young. 
Monday, July 26: David Allen, Paige Ashlyn Baggen, Gus 

Barlow, Darian Burley, Timothy Melzer. 
Tuesday, July 27: Daniel Churchill, Ann Johnson, Damon 

Roher, Jean Kuntz, Randy Robinson Sr., Lester Schultz, 
Kristy A. Woodbury. 

Wednesday, July 28: Gavin DeBoer, Danette Grover, 
Michael Reese Guggenbickler, Tasha Morse, Gunner Smith. 

Thursday, July 29: Jeffrey Brown, Devlyn Campbell, Katie 
Hagan, Tony Rice, Alice Hunt Rooney; Anniversary: David 
and LeAnn Bryner.

Please call the senior center at 874-2066 by 2 p.m.  
the day prior to reserve a seat at lunch  

at the center or to request delivery. 
The senior van also is available to transport seniors to  

medical appointments, reasonable errands such as  
collecting mail, getting prescriptions or  

other essential items.

Birthdays &  
Anniversaries WRANGELL PARKS & RECREATION is offering jiu jitsu classes on Tuesdays, Thursdays and 

Saturdays for ages 18 years and up. Registration begins Aug. 2; classes start Aug. 24. Contact 
Parks and Recreation for more information, 874-2444.  
 
WRANGELL SCHOOL DISTRICT PowerSchool registration will open online starting Aug. 9. 
Districtwide registration help will be available 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Aug. 17 in the high school 
commons. 
 
BEARFEST 2021 starts Wednesday and runs through Aug. 1. Symposiums, art and photo 
workshops, cultural events, golf and live music. Check out the full schedule at 
www.alaskabearfest.org 
 
BAHA’I summer Virtues Camp for kids between the ages of 5 to 10, is scheduled for 11 a.m. to 
noon Mondays and Tuesdays, through Aug. 3 at the Community Center, with lunch, music, art 
and games scheduled for noon to 1:30 p.m. The summer camp is free with a light lunch 
provided, and is open to everyone. To register, or for more information, call Kay Larson at 907-
209-9117. 
 
CAMP LORAINE, a Christian summer camp for kids between the ages of 8 to 16, is planned for 
Aug. 1-8. The camp is located west of Wrangell. The cost is $199. Applications available online: 
www.alaskacamps.org.   
 
WRANGELL QUILT SHOW, Christmas in July presented by Wrangell Stikine Stitchers at the 
Nolan Center through July 30, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday through Saturday. 
 
TLINGIT & HAIDA HEAD START is enrolling for the 2021-2022 school year. Head Start is a 
free federal program for preschool children from low-income families. Apply online at 
www.ccthita-nsn.gov/services/family/headstart. For more information, contact Head Start at 
907-463-7127, or email headstartenrollment@ccthita-nsn.gov. 
 
COMMUNITY POTLUCK 6 p.m. Fridays through Aug. 31, at the sheltered site on Nemo Point 
Road. All are welcome. 
 

Want more attendance at your meeting or event? Send information for Roundup to wrgsent@gmail.com or call 
874-2301. Or go to the Sentinel website, click on the Calendar tab, and submit your entry online. 

 
 
 
PARKS and RECREATION www.wrangellrec.com 
Open swim is open by appointment, at reduced capacity. Locker rooms are available. 

Arthritis class, 8:30 - 9:30 a.m., Monday, Wednesday, Friday 
Lap swim, 6 - 7:30 a.m. Monday, Wednesday, Friday 
Lap/tot swim, 11:30 a.m. - 1 p.m., weekdays, 5 - 6 p.m. Tuesday, Thursday,  and 11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
Saturday 
Open swim, 5:30 - 7 p.m. Monday and Wednesday;  6:30 - 8 p.m. Friday; 1 - 2 p.m. Saturday 
Water aerobics class, 10 - 11 a.m. Monday, Wednesday, Friday 

 
Weight room available by appointment and at reduced capacity: 

6 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. and 3:30 - 7:30 p.m. Monday through Thursday; 6 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. and 3:30 - 8:30 
p.m. Friday; 10 a.m. - 2:30 p.m. Saturday 

 
AA Meetings: North Star Group meets from 7 to 8 p.m. Tuesdays and Fridays, St. Philips Episcopal 
Church.

Wrangell Roundup: Special Events

Friday, July 23 
Turkey soup, fruit slaw, cheese sandwich 

Monday, July 26 
Chicken Tahitian, peas, salad, rice 

Tuesday, July 27 
Meatloaf, steamed greens, salad, potatoes 

Wednesday, July 28 
Pork roast, sweet potatoes, fruit cocktail 

Thursday, July 29 
Beefaroni, vegetables, apricot salad 

NORTHBOUND SOUTHBOUND 
Friday, July 23 Monday, July 26 
Matanuska, 6:30 p.m. Matanuska, 8 a.m. 
Friday, July 30                         Monday, Aug. 2 
Matanuska, 3:45 p.m.               Matanuska, 3:30 a.m. 
Friday, Aug. 6                           Monday, Aug. 9 
Matanuska, 4:45 p.m.               Matanuska, 7:15 a.m. 
Friday, Aug. 13                         Monday, Aug. 16 
Matanuska, 5:45 p.m.               Matanuska, 7:30 a.m. 
Friday, Aug. 20 Monday, Aug. 23 
Matanuska, 5:45 p.m. Matanuska, 7:30 a.m. 

By RAGEAN MILLER 
Ketchikan�Daily News 

While growing up in the First 
City, Emilio Torres always knew 
he was going to make a movie. 

A recent graduate of New 
York University’s film school, 
Torres arrived back 
in� Ketchikan� early in July to 
work with a cast of local actors 
and friends from film school to 
bring his debut short film, “The 
Ladder,” to life. 

Torres, who moved to Seattle 
from New York City, described 
the project as a philosophical sci-
fi short film about a fisherman 
who is confronted with a choice 
to change his life forever. 

Filming took four days in 
Ketchikan. Torres hopes that he 
will be able to enter “The Lad-
der” into film festivals. He at-
tributed much of his longtime 
interest in film to a Ketchikan 
childhood. 

“I grew up in Ketchikan and 
that was kind of my way into the 
whole world of filmmaking, be-
cause when I was younger I did 
theater,” he told said. “Thanks to 
First City Players, I had a lot of 
opportunities to be in theater 
and involved in theater growing 
up. And so, because of that, I be-
came fascinated with acting, per-
forming and storytelling (and) 
directing. That’s always what I 
wanted to do.” 

Torres wrote the script for the 
“The Ladder” in 2019, but had to 
table the project due to the coro-
navirus pandemic. 

Along with a crew of film 
school associates and other 
friends — some from Ketchikan 
— he was ready to get back to 
business. “There’s an excitement 
just in the fact that I finally get to 
make it, but there’s also like the 
aspect of, you know, I grew up 
here in Ketchikan and when I 
was a kid, I dreamed of going to 
film school,” he said. 

In “The Ladder,” a fisherman 
has a big choice to make when a 
bio-technology company called 
Actilife makes available a volun-
tary procedure to transplant 
older individuals’ consciousness 
into a 21-year-old body. 

“In essence, they created a 

way for older people in our com-
munities to restart their lives, if 
they so choose,” Torres ex-
plained. “And in the film, it ex-
plores Ketchikan, because it is 
kind of being used as a test city 
to see how this procedure would 
work.” 

The storyline follows a fic-
tious First City fisherman 
named Arthur, portrayed by 
local Keith Smith, who is given 
the opportunity to complete the 
procedure. 

“And so the film is about 
whether or not he does this pro-
cedure,” Torres said. “The film is 
really just about (if) an older 
Alaska fisherman would or 
would not want to restart their 
life.” 

Torres said he always had an 
obsession with the idea of “start-
ing over.” 

“I’m always like, ‘Oh, well, if 
I just go back to this year or this 
day, you know, I can change it ... 
or if I just had more time, I could 
do this,” he said. “That’s always 
been on my mind in general. But 
you know, really, what the 
movie’s about beyond just that 
concept is how family dynamics 
change as you age.” 

The recent graduate also was 
inspired by his own developing 

understanding of how he relates 
to his family as he gets older. 

“Our main character strug-
gles with whether or not to do 
this and also how to go about 
telling your son if he wants to do 
it,” he said. “And that came from 
me, you know, I wrote the script 
and I went to college and it was 
kind of the first time as an adult 
(that) I was interacting with my 
parents as another adult. And so, 
it kind of clicked for me to be 
like, `Oh yeah, my relationships 
with these people are different 
and they’re always going to be 
different.” 

He hopes the movie shows 
that shifting family dynamics 
can be positive. 

“But of course, it’s a challenge 
and how you navigate it in our 
modern day world is pretty, 
pretty crazy,” Torres added. 

The movie’s namesake was 
derived from the salmon ladder 
in Ketchikan Creek near Married 
Man’s Trail and Park Avenue. 

“The reason the movie’s 
called `The Ladder’ is because 
it’s a metaphor for the salmon 
ladder,” Torres said. “And when 
I was a kid, I used to think about 
how the salmon ladder is so in-
teresting because we learn in 
school that salmon are in the 

ocean, and then when it’s time 
for them to spawn, they swim 
up the creek. They go up the lad-
der and then they’ll spawn and 
have their children and then 
die.” 

He continued, “And that was 
always really profound to me, 
even as a kid, because I used to 
think are the salmon aware 
when they hop up the ladder in 
some weird spiritual way that 
they’re accepting the end of their 
life?” 

Torres’ thoughts about 
salmon became part of the 
movie, inspiring a scene involv-

ing a discussion about salmon 
between the main character and 
his daughter-in-law. 

While there wasn’t a formal 
casting process, Torres said that 
there were auditions. He noted 
that he pictured Keith Smith in 
the role of Arthur as he wrote the 
script two years ago, having 
known him for many years be-
fore writing the movie. 

“Then it became a question of 
casting the other actors,” he said, 
adding that he simply reached 
out to people in Ketchikan. 

“I was planning to make it in 
May of 2020, but obviously in 
March when the COVID-19 pan-
demic first started, at that time, 
it did not feel right or responsi-
ble to make the movie,” Torres 
said. “So I went ahead and post-
poned production. And at that 
time, I really didn’t know when 
we were going to make it, be-
cause at that point, none of us re-
ally knew what this pandemic 
was going to be.” 

With the production on 
pause, Torres graduated early 
from NYU’s film school. 

He said that in the past year, 
he decided to aim to start shoot-
ing the film this summer. He 
raised about $17,000, which 
went toward production costs 
such as equipment rental and in-
surance and other fees. 

Torres said that the next step 
is to start editing the footage 
from the filming process in 
Ketchikan when he returns 
home to Seattle. 

Film school grad returns home to Ketchikan to make sci-fi short

Director Emilio Miguel Torres halts foot traffic on set during filming for “The Ladder” on July 7 in 
Ketchikan. A recent graduate of New York University's film school, Torres arrived back in Ketchikan 
early last week to work with a cast of local actors and friends from film school to bring his debut 
short film, “The Ladder,” to life.

DUSTIN SAFRANEK/KETCHIKAN DAILY NEWS VIA AP

Murkowski out-fundraises Senate challenger
JUNEAU (AP) - U.S. Sen. 

Lisa Murkowski ended the latest 
quarter with a big cash-on-hand 
advantage over conservative Re-
publican rival Kelly Tshibaka, 
according to fundraising reports 
released July 15. 

Murkowski, a Republican 
who has not officially an-
nounced plans for reelection 
next year, came into 2021 with 
about $1 million in her cam-
paign coffers. She reported 
bringing in about $1.1 million 
during the most recent fundrais-
ing quarter and having $2.3 mil-
lion available as of June 30, her 
report shows. 

Tshibaka, a former state De-
partment of Administration 

commissioner under Gov. Mike 
Dunleavy, ended June with 
about $275,700 available, her 
disclosures showed. She re-
ported raising about $545,000 
during the second quarter. 

Tshibaka has sought to raise 
her profile on conservative na-
tional programs since announc-
ing her candidacy in late March. 
She also has touted endorse-
ments from former President 
Donald Trump and state party 
leaders. 

Murkowski, who has a repu-
tation as a moderate, has at 
times butted heads with party 
leaders over her position on is-
sues such as abortion and in her 
criticism of Trump. 

Institute for Occupational Safety 
and Health (NIOSH).  

NIOSH spokesperson Julie 
Sorensen told National Fisherman 
that fishermen have said they 
wonder how sleep deprivation 
will affect their cognitive ability 
as they get older. Many are curi-
ous about energy drinks, naps, 
diet, and other sleep disrupters. 

Find links to the project 
called “Assessments of Sleep 
Deprivation and Associated 
Health and Cognitive Impacts in 
Commercial Fishermen” at 
www.necenter.org/ 

Expo is back 
Pacific Marine Expo is back 

in person after COVID-19 forced 
it to cancel last year. Now in its 
55th year, the trade show is set 
for Nov. 18-20 at the Lumen 
Field Event Center in Seattle.  

Expo is on track to host about 
500 vendors, said Bob Callahan, 

vice president of Diversified 
Communications Group and 
Expo director. 

This year’s Expo has another 
good lure. 

“This year is a bonus because 
the Seahawks play on Sunday, 
the day after the show closes,” 
Callahan said. “They play the 
Cardinals. We’ll be giving out 
Seahawks tickets over the three 
days.” www.pacificmarine-
expo.com 

At the grocery store 
U.S. fresh, frozen, and shelf-

stable seafood sales reached 
$585 million in June. That was a 
5.3% drop from 2020, but sales 
are up nearly 44% compared to 
June 2019, reported Seafood-
Source.  

The survey is finding “in-
creases in household penetra-
tion, trips and spend per trip,” 
210 Analytics Principal Anne-
Marie Roerink said.

Continued from page 10
Fish Factor

Continuing Events
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PHOTO BY KIM ELTON

Time for bear feast and Bearfest
A black bear sow nurses her cub near the trail, about 25 or 30 yards short of the U.S. 
Forest Service viewing platforms at Anan Creek in this 2019 photo. The bears of 
Anan may have given their name for Wrangell’s annual Bearfest, which starts next 
Wednesday, but the event is about much more than just bears. The five days include 
an art workshop, bear symposiums, photography workshops, a golf tournament, 
book reading for children, workshops and live music, a community market, chil-
dren’s games, and a 5K, half marathon and full marathon. See story on Page 3.

By LARRY PERSILY 
Sentinel writer 

As visitor travel to Alaska picks up 
strength, as residents participate in 
summer events, and as the pace of vac-
cinations slows down, the state’s 
COVID-19 case count is rising, prompt-
ing a return to high-alert status and 
warnings by health officials. 

The statewide case count has been 
climbing since mid-June, with Alaska 
health officials attributing the rise in 
part to the highly contagious delta 
variant first identified in Alaska in 
May. 

Sitka went on high alert last week, 
as did Anchorage. The Kenai Peninsula 
went to high alert on Monday after 
counting 53 new cases over the week-
end. 

Part of the problem is the penin-
sula’s low vaccination rate — 47% of 
eligible residents with at least one shot 
— and “part is due to the influx of peo-
ple that we have coming in,” Kenai 
Public Health Nurse Tami Marsters 
told radio station KDLL on Monday. 

Sitka officials reported 156 active 
COVID-19 cases in the community as 
of Sunday evening, including 43 new 
cases and five hospitalizations over the 
weekend. Nearly half of the weekend 
patients were in their 20s and 30s, Sitka 

Rising count 
of infections 
moves Alaska 
into high alert

By LARRY PERSILY 
Sentinel writer 

Wrangell would see one 
northbound ferry every other 
week during October and No-
vember, and one southbound 
ferry the other weeks in Octo-
ber and November under the 
draft winter schedule released 
by the Alaska Marine High-
way System. 

That’s down significantly 
from the current summer 
schedule of one northbound 
and one southbound stop each 
week. 

“At what point do we just 
say, ‘We don’t have a ferry sys-

tem anymore,’” Mayor Steve 
Prysunka said. “We just get 
these schedules that are hor-
rendous in the fall.” 

The community received 
one northbound ferry in all of 
November 2020, and none in 
December, with just one south-
bound stop in January this 
year. 

Under the draft fall/winter 
2021-2022 schedule released 
the evening of July 13, ferry 
service to Wrangell for October 
and November would include 
a northbound stop by the Ken-
nicott on Mondays the first 
and third weeks of the months 

as the ship continues to Juneau 
and then to Gulf of Alaska 
ports, and a southbound visit 
on Wednesdays the second 
and fourth weeks of the 
months on the Kennicott’s re-
turn voyage to Bellingham, 
Washington. 

Petersburg would receive 
the same level of service for 
the two months. 

In December through April, 
the Matanuska would stop in 
Wrangell once a week south-
bound (Monday) and north-
bound (Friday) for three weeks 
each month, when the 
Matanuska makes the full run 

to Bellingham. But then one 
week each month, the 
Matanuska would go only as 
far south as Ketchikan, giving 
Wrangell two stops in each di-
rection those weeks. 

Budget cuts that have led to 
pulling ships out of service to 
save money and maintenance 
issues with the older vessels 
have cut into the ferry sys-
tem’s schedule in recent years. 

Legislators tried this year to 
restore much of the past 
budget cuts, but Gov. Mike 
Dunleavy vetoed the addi-
tional funding. The state fiscal 
year started July 1. 

A lack of vessels forces the 
reduced level of service. The 
Matanuska and the Aurora 
will be out of service for winter 
overhaul during October and 
November. Then the Kennicott 
will be in winter overhaul Jan. 
6 through March 9; the 
LeConte will be pulled for its 
winter overhaul January and 
February; and the Columbia 
will remain in money-saving 
layup status. 

That will leave the Matanuska 
as the only operating ferry for 
several Southeast communities 
for January and February. The 

Wrangell scheduled for reduced ferry service October-November

TORONTO (AP) - Canada an-
nounced Monday it will begin letting 
fully vaccinated U.S. citizens into the 
country on Aug. 9 — without a 14-day 
quarantine requirement and with no re-
strictions on the reason for traveling — 
and will allow travelers from the rest of 
the world on Sept. 7. 

The open border will apply only to 
U.S. citizens at least 14 days past their 
vaccination shot, according to the 
Canadian government announcement. 
Travelers will be required to upload 
proof of vaccination to Canada’s web 
portal, and will be required to show 
proof of a negative COVID-19 test 
taken within 72 hours of their arrival at 
the border. 

Canadian Public Safety Minister Bill 
Blair said the U.S. has not yet an-
nounced similar plans to lift restric-
tions for its northern neighbors to cross 
the land border for discretionary travel. 
Canadians already are able to fly into 
the United States with a negative 
COVID-19 test. 

White House press secretary Jen 
Psaki declined to say if the U.S. would 
reciprocate and open its land border to 
Canadians. 

“We are continuing to review our 
travel restrictions. Any decisions about 
resuming travel will be guided by our 
public health and medical experts,” 
Psaki said Monday. “I wouldn’t look at 

Fully vaccinated 
U.S. citizens can 
start driving into 
Canada Aug. 9

By CALEB VIERKANT 
Sentinel writer 

The borough assembly has 
directed the administration to 
pursue an updated cost esti-
mate for solving Wrangell’s de-
ficient water-treatment plant. 

Progress on replacing the 
treatment process has moved 
slowly since a 2017 cost esti-

mate of nearly $10 million, 
while Wrangell now faces key 
deadlines to retain $9 million in 
federal assistance that was ap-
proved for the work between 
2017 and 2019. 

The likelihood of higher 
costs since 2017 is another hur-
dle, should Wrangell proceed 
with the project. 

Borough officials said at a 
July 13 assembly work session 
that the pace needs to move 
quicker to complete construc-
tion by the federal aid deadline 
of 2023, or at least to get close 
enough to completion to suc-
ceed with a requested exten-
sion. 

The sand filtering system to 

clean sediment out of the com-
munity’s muskeg water supply 
is old and inefficient, and the 
borough has struggled for years 
to meet Wrangell’s water sup-
ply needs and state water qual-
ity standards. 

The city has planned to up-
grade the plant from sand filtra-
tion to what’s called a 

“dissolved air flotation sys-
tem,” which uses a coagulant to 
attract and bind together waste 
to air bubbles, which rise to the 
surface for removal . 

Upgrading to a better treat-
ment system has been on 
Wrangell’s to-do list for years. 
Amber Al-Haddad, capital fa-

Borough will update cost estimate for water treatment plant
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ST. PETERSBURG, Fla. (AP) 
- Pandemic restrictions on 
Florida-based cruise ships will 
remain in place after a federal 
appeals court temporarily 
blocked a previous ruling that 
sided with a Florida lawsuit 
challenging the regulations as 
burdensome. 

The one-paragraph decision 
by a three-judge panel of the 
11th U.S. Circuit Court of Ap-
peals was filed at 11:50 p.m. Sat-
urday, just minutes before a 
Tampa judge’s previous ruling 
against the U.S. Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention re-
strictions was set to take effect. 

The judges’ issuance of a 
temporary stay keeps the CDC 
regulations regarding Florida-
based cruise ships in place 
while the CDC appeals the 
June decision by U.S. District 
Judge Steven Merryday. 

The rules require either a 
95% vaccination rate among 
passengers, or a test cruise to 
ensure adequate measure are in 
place to protect passengers and 
crew from COVID-19. 

The large cruise ship opera-
tors coming to Alaska starting 
later this month are requiring 
vaccinations of all passengers, 
while one ship ran a test cruise 
to check out its protocols. 

The lawsuit against the fed-
eral rules, championed by Re-
publican Gov. Ron DeSantis, 

claims that the multiple-step 
process to allow cruising from 
Florida is overly burdensome, 
harming a multibillion-dollar 
industry that provides some 
159,000 jobs and generates rev-
enue for the state. 

The CDC said keeping the 
rules in place would prevent 
future COVID-19 outbreaks on 
ships that are vulnerable  
to the spread of the virus be-
cause of their close quarters 
and frequent stops at foreign 
ports. 

“The undisputed evidence 
shows that unregulated cruise 
ship operations would  
exacerbate the spread of 
COVID-19, and that the harm 
to the public that would result 
from such operations cannot be 
undone,” the CDC said in a 
court filing. 

The CDC first flatly halted 
cruise ships from sailing in 
March 2020. Then the CDC on 
Oct. 30 of last year imposed a 
four-phase conditional  
framework it said would allow 
the industry to gradually  
resume operations if certain 
thresholds were met. Those in-
cluded virus mitigation  
procedures and a simulated 
cruise to test them before  
embarking regular passengers. 

Several cruise lines have 
begun preliminary cruises 
under those guidelines.

Federal judge says 
cruise ships must 
follow COVID rules

JUNEAU (AP) - A Utah 
man who was sentenced to 30 
years in prison last month in 
the beating death of his wife 
on an Alaska cruise has died, 
the Alaska Department of 
Corrections said. 

Kenneth Manzanares was 
in the department’s custody, at 
its prison in Juneau, when he 
was found unresponsive in his 
cell July 14, the department 
said in a statement. Lifesaving 
measures were attempted but 
he was later pronounced dead, 
the department said. 

Manzanares is the seventh 
person to die in the 
department’s custody this 
year, according to the 
department, which said all 
deaths are reviewed by the 
Alaska State Troopers and 
state medical examiner’s 
office. According to the 
Department of Corrections, he 

was 43. 
The department declined to 

provide other details about 
Manzanares’ death, citing 
confidentiality, though it said 
no foul play was suspected. 

Manzanares pleaded guilty 
last year to second-degree 
murder in the beating death of 
his wife, 39-year-old Kristy 
Manzanares of Santa Clara, 
Utah, on a 2017 Alaska cruise. 
He was sentenced last month 
in a crime the federal judge 
overseeing the case described 
as violent and brutal. 

Manzanares’ attorneys, in a 
court filing, said he had brain 
abnormalities that a defense 
expert deemed consistent with 
injuries caused by playing 
contact sports. The defense 
filing also said a “combination 
of prescribed medication and 
alcohol resulted in an aberrant 
episode of violence.” 

Utah man who killed wife aboard 
Alaska cruise found dead in cell

Record year for sockeye in Bristol Bay district

Petersburg stores report worker shortage
By CHRIS BASINGER 

Petersburg Pilot 
Petersburg businesses report they are suffer-

ing due to a shortage of workers. 
“If you look, people are trying to hire every-

where,” said Jim Floyd, the general manager at 
Hammer & Wikan food and general goods 
stores. 

The several Hammer & Wikan shops all 
have been affected, according to Floyd. The gro-
cery store has limited hours, the deli has limited 
service, and the hardware store is short-handed 
but continues to keep normal business hours. 

“The convenience store has to be closed tem-
porarily until we can hire a new manager and 
get a crew for that,” Floyd said. 

Several Wrangell businesses also reported 
difficulty in hiring workers this summer, ac-
cording to a news story in the June 10 Wrangell 
Sentinel. 

Hammer & Wikan has tried to attract people 
by starting workers above the age of 18 off at 
no less than $12 per hour, but have still faced 
difficulties hiring. “We’ve been advertising 
with little to no success,” Floyd said. “We do 
offer a hiring bonus and a recruiting bonus for 
our employees if they can get people.” 

The Trading Union is also facing similar is-
sues, said general manager Barry Morrison. 
“Most of it’s trying to fill any new positions,” 
Morrison said. “We didn’t really lose anybody 
over COVID.” 

The Trading Union had some success early 
on with new applicants and college students re-
turning for the summer, but most either left 
town or found other work, Morrison said. “It’s 
hard to get full-time people that are locals stick-
ing around.” 

The Trading Union has had to adapt to the 
new situation by shutting down parts of its op-
erations and streamlining other offerings. 
“We’ve shortened hours upstairs so that we rely 
on less people,” Morrison said. “We haven’t 
had it affect the grocery department yet, but I’m 
sure that will be something to think about as 
well if it doesn’t change.” 

The worker shortage is not exclusive to 
stores, as Scandia House is also short-staffed. 
“We are working everybody very hard,” Mar-
gareta Ewald, the front desk manager at Scan-
dia House, said. “We are all pitching in, but we 
would really love to have a couple more peo-
ple.” 

Though local businesses are feeling the ef-
fects of the shortage, they do not believe Pe-
tersburg is alone. “It’s not exclusive to us, it’s 
the whole nation,” Floyd said. 

Morrison puts the nationwide shortage 
down to the effects of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
“I think people are still a little leery, a lot of 
people have been rethinking what they’re 
doing, just because it’s been a pretty big reset 
for a lot,” he said. “Different priorities, differ-
ent options.” 

FAIRBANKS (AP) - It has been a record-
breaking year for sockeye salmon catches in 
Alaska’s Bristol Bay region this year, an official 
said. 

“We’re approaching 27 million total run,” Tim 
Sands, a state Department of Fish and Game area 
management biologist said of the Nushagak Dis-
trict. 

“Our average run would be 9 million, so to be 
triple the average is amazing.” 

The region has experienced numerous record-
breaking days. 

The all-time record for catch in the Nushagak 
District on one day was more than 1.7 million set 
on June 30. “Then the very next day we broke it 

again at 1.8 million,” Sands said. 
“For perspective, up until 2017, we never had 

a single day in the history of this district where 
we harvested a million sockeye in a day,” Sands 
said. “We did it seven days (this year).” 

The entire Bristol Bay area is doing well. 
“I can tell you right now in Bristol Bay, we’re 

over 35 million harvest, and we probably have, 
I’d say, probably close to another 5 million at 
least to go,” he said. 

He is hopeful the strong run will continue 
next year. 

“I’m not a forecaster, but certainly I am opti-
mistic that next year for sure should be a very 
good year,” Sands said. 
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