
By CALEB VIERKANT 
Sentinel writer 

The Wrangell Borough  
Assembly held a workshop  
before their regular meeting on 
Tuesday, April 30, to discuss 
the future of their solid  
waste program. According to 
the agenda packet for the 
evening, Wrangell has handled 
its waste by shipping the  
majority of it off the island via 
Alaska Marine Lines.  
However, AML decided that 
they would no longer ship mu-
nicipal solid waste in open-top 
containers after a period of five 
years. This decision was  
made about four years ago, 
and Borough Manager Lisa 
Von Bargen said they have 
about a year and a half left to 
decide how to respond. She 
went on to explain that AML 
came to this decision because 
of a number of fires that have 
occurred on the barges, often 
fueled by the waste. 

What Von Bargen proposed 
to the assembly is that they in-
vest in a baler for their  
solid waste. The baler, she 
said, is essentially a  
heavy-duty trash compactor 
that will compress Wrangell’s 
waste into “bales” and make 
them compliant with  
AML’s new waste require-
ments. Some balers also wrap 
the compacted waste into 
heavy duty plastic, she said, 
but she is not certain if that is 
what the baler they are consid-
ering can do. 

There are other ways they 
are considering changing the 
borough’s waste program, too. 
Von Bargen said that they are 
considering purchasing a glass 
pulverizer as well as a tire 
splitter. These machines would 
help increase the amount of 
waste the borough could fit 
into a barge container, thus 
saving money. Von Bargen said 
she is also wanting to put  
together a recycling program 
for the city, especially for  
products like cardboard, alu-
minum cans, and other metals. 
She said that the city of 
Ketchikan has a recycling  

program that regularly pays 
for itself, and occasionally gen-
erates a profit. If Wrangell can 
form a successful recycling op-
eration, that will mean fewer 
items to ship off in a waste 
container and, therefore, 
money saved. 

According to the agenda 
packet for the meeting, 
Wrangell could expect to see 
about $125,000 in savings and 
new revenue from  
these changes to the waste  
program. However, Von  
Bargen said that there would 
be a hefty up-front costs,  
approximately $482,500.  
This investment would neces-
sitate an increase to residents’ 
waste fees of about eight per-
cent. 

As this was only a work-
shop and not an official 
agenda item, no decision was 
made by the assembly. 

One of the big items  
covered in the meeting was a 
proposed ordinance to make 
alterations to the code of  
ordinances in regards to  
interest rates on utility de-
posits. At an unknown point in 
the past, according to the 
agenda packet, a policy was 
put into place to pay electric 
customers an annual five per-
cent interest rate on their util-
ity deposits, until the deposit 
was returned after the cus-
tomer was in good standing 
for 12 consecutive months. The 
current liability on the de-
posits is about $22,000. City 
employee Aleisha Mollen said 
that a person cannot even get a  
savings account with a five 
percent interest rate anymore, 
so getting interest on a  
utility deposit was very 
expensive for Wrangell and 
not the standard operating 
procedure for most typical 
utility deposits. According to 
Mollen, the new ordinance  
removes the interest rate  
altogether. People who still 
have their deposits with the 
city will still receive  
interest, but going forward no 
new deposits will. The  
proposal passed its first  

reading on April 9, and  
was approved in its second 
reading Tuesday night.  

Public Works Director  
Rolland Howell asked the  
assembly to adopt an increase 
to the water turn on/turn off 
rate from $35 to $50. The fee is 
expected to cover the cost of 
everything from turning on 
and off water, service charges, 
and meter testing fees.  
According to the agenda 
packet, $50.82 is the average 
hourly bill out rate for a streets 
department employee. This 
was also approved by the as-
sembly. 

While not on the agenda, 
Mayor Steve Prysunka took 
time out of the meeting to give 
a statement to the public, re-
garding an ongoing lawsuit 
between the City and Borough 
of Wrangell and local resident 
Kipha Valvoda. Valvoda is 
suing eight former and current 

members of city government 
for what he claims to be dis-
criminatory hiring practices 
and favoritism. He has written 
letters to the editor to the 
Wrangell Sentinel claiming 
such in the past. The statement 
read in the meeting, Prysunka 
said, would be the only one the 
city would give regarding the 
lawsuit. 

“On March 6, 2019, notice 
was served by Mr. Valvoda al-
leging that assembly members 
and staff had not applied due 
diligence in the hiring of a new 
public works director,” the 
statement reads. “We do not 
agree with his allegations and 
we have filed an initial re-
sponse. We note that Mr. 
Valvoda appears to have cho-
sen to litigate this matter not 
only in the court but also in the 
newspaper. The city will not be 
responding to Mr. Valvoda’s 
statements in the press as we 

feel these matters now need to 
be settled in the courts. We 
thank the community for their 
understanding as we move 
through the legal process that 
Mr. Valvoda has initiated.” 

The assembly also ap-
proved of various amend-
ments to the FY 2019 budget. 
They accepted revenue in the 
amounts of $9,569.50 and 
$32,400 for the sale of lots A 
and C on Etolin Avenue, as 
well as $2,120.15 in revenue 
from the sale of scrap metal 
and batteries.  

They also adopted various 
amendments to the job de-
scription for the Wrangell Po-
lice Chief. Chief Doug 
McCloskey informed the bor-
ough that he plans to retire in 
the near future, so the process 
of finding a new chief has 
begun. According to Von Bar-
gen, there are currently four 
applicants for the position.

Page 12 - May 2, 2019  WRANGELL SENTINEL

Wrangell, Alaska 
May 2, 2019

     Volume 117, Number 18            Oldest Continuously Published Newspaper in Alaska   12 Pages

$1.50

By CALEB VIERKANT 
Sentinel writer 

Virginia Tulley moved to Wrangell in late July of 
2018, ready to take on her new position as principal 
of Evergreen Elementary School. Coming from Ari-
zona, Tulley has worked in a variety of teaching po-

sitions before the move to Alaska. Coming here was 
a bit of an adventure for her. 

“I always wanted to live in Alaska,” Tulley said to 
the Sentinel, back in July. “I don’t know my specific 
reason other than I wanted to explore.” 

After one school year as principal, however, Tulley 

decided to put in her resignation. Her resignation let-
ter was accepted by the Wrangell School Board in 
their meeting on April 15. Tulley said that she will fin-
ish up her contract through the end of the school year, 
but afterwards plans to move back to Arizona. It is a 
decision she has been pondering since February, she 
said. There were some unspecified medical reasons, 
she said, but the main reason she decided to leave 
was because she missed her family. One of her chil-
dren is graduating from college this week, she said, 
and other family events she has missed out on have 
made her want to return to Arizona. 

“My kids are wanting me to come home, I’m up 
here by myself,” she said. “Even though I’ve made 
friends here, some great friends, I miss my family. My 
grandkids are growing and I feel like I’m not part of 
their lives anymore.” 

As much as she misses her family, Tulley said she 
is still sad to leave. The hospitality she has received 
from Wrangell has been incredible, she said. Working 
alongside Superintendent Debbe Lancaster and Sec-
ondary School Principal David Macri was a good ex-
perience, too. The three of them made a good team, 
she said. 

Lancaster said that it was with a heavy heart she 
was letting Tulley go. She was a great fit for the prin-
cipal role at the elementary school, she said, and also 
a good friend. Lancaster said she plans to visit Tulley 
in Arizona later on in the summer, and Tulley added 
that she definitely plans to come back and visit 
Wrangell someday. 

“I just want to say how much I have, from the time 
I came off the ferry, I have been welcomed by the 
community,” Tulley said. “I really feel like I’ve estab-
lished some close friendships and I am going to miss 
this beautiful place, I will miss it.”

Tulley to step down as Evergreen Elementary principal

Wrangell Superintendent Debbe Lancaster (left) and Evergreen Elementary Principal Virginia Tulley (right). 
Tulley turned in her letter of resignation after one year as principal in Wrangell, citing missing her family and 
unspecified medical issues as her reasons. 
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The Alaska Raptor Center is 
a Sitka-based rehabilitation cen-
ter that cares for sick or injured 
birds. The Center cares for rap-
tors, primarily, such as eagles, 
hawks, and owls. However, ac-
cording to their website, they 
will care for “any bird in need.” 
As a part of the Stikine River 
Birding Festival, two human 
and two avian representatives 
of the organization came to 
Wrangell to teach people about 
Alaska’s raptors. 

Raptors have several distinct 
characteristics from other types 
of birds. These characteristics 
include curved beaks and sharp 
talons, and powerful neck mus-
cles for tearing away meat, and 
incredibly keen eyesight. A rap-
tor’s diet is largely carnivorous, 
while other species of birds rely 
on different sources of food. 

“They’re not a genetically 
separated group,” said Sheila 
Swanberg. “They’re separated 
from other birds by characteris-
tics that they share.” 

Jennifer Cedarleaf and 
Swanberg gave a presentation 
at Evergreen Elementary school 
last weekend with Glaucus, a 
barred owl and Sophie, an 
American kestrel. Glaucus came 
to the Raptor Center from Ten-

nessee, where she was found 
with an injured wing from her 
nest tree being cut down. Her 
wing did not develop properly, 
so she is only able to fly short 
distances. Sophie was found in 
Washington, as a nestling un-
able to fly. She has an extra toe 
due to a genetic deformity, and 
cannot fully extend her wings. 
Cedarleaf said that they are not 
certain about what caused So-
phie’s deformity, but she thinks 
it had something to do with 
pesticides. 

“I suspect she has these de-
formities due to pesticides that 
were on the field,” she said. 
“Kestrels are having a lot of 
problems with pesticides these 
days. They’re having a big pop-
ulation decline because they’re 
eating insects, insects are big 
part of their diet, and insects are 
affected by the pesticides.” 

Both birds are about eight 
years old, and have been with 
the Raptor Center since 2011. 
While they were not born in the 
area, both species can be found 
in Alaska. Barred owls used to 
only be found in the Rocky 
Mountains, but the species has 
migrated to Alaska and taken 
up a spot in the food chain that 
was once occupied by the spot-
ted owl. According to the 
Alaska Raptor Center’s website, 

barred owls tend to inhabit 
“wooded swamps, deep moist 
forests, and woodlands near 
waterways,” which makes 
Southeast Alaska a very nice 
territory for them. 

“There’s 10 species [of owls] 
in Alaska,” said Cedarleaf. “I 
would say we get about six out 
of the 10 species that live here 
year-round.” 

The American kestrel, North 
America’s smallest breed of fal-
con, prefers more open areas to 
live. They tend to nest in tree 
cavities along roadways, bodies 
of water, or along the edge of 
the forest. According to the Cor-
nell Lab of Ornithology, kestrels 
do not live in Alaska year-
round, but will migrate to the 
area around the spring and 
summer. 

Besides their habitat and 
food habits, the Raptor Center 
representatives also shared 
some interesting facts about 
both species of birds. Barred 
owls, for example, have 14 ver-
tebrae in their necks, compared 
to seven vertebrae in a human’s 
neck. This allows owls to turn 
their necks so far around, as 
many owls are known for. 
American Kestrels, while being 
the smallest falcon in North 
America, are also the most com-
mon. They tend to eat insects 

and small rodents, but will also 
go after small birds and reptiles, 
and occasionally amphibians. 

More about the Alaska Rap-
tor Center can be found at 
www.alaskaraptor.org. 

Alaska Raptor Center visits for Birdfest

Jennifer Cedarleaf stopped by Evergreen Elementary School last 
week with Glaucus and Sophie, a Barred Owl and American 
Kestrel. Swanberg and Cedarleaf work with the Alaska Raptor 
Center, a Sitka-based rehabilitation center for sick or injured 
birds. The Center primarily cares for raptors, such as eagles, owls, 
and hawks, but according to their website they will help “any bird 
in need.” They came to Wrangell as a part of Birdfest, to educate 
the public about Alaska’s wide variety of raptors. 
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Bird feeders at Community Market 
Kids had the opportunity to build some bird feeders at last Saturday’s Community Market, 
to celebrate Birdfest. Wrangell resident David Rak helped kids put together the feeders and 
attach hangers, with materials supplied by Angerman’s Inc. Pictured here (left to right) is 
Maria Smith, David Rak, and Cash Smith.

Borough workshops waste 
program, removes utility 
deposit interest rate, gives 
statement on lawsuit

http://www.alaskaraptor.org
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Is the attendance at your meeting or event low? Send information for Roundup to  

wrgsent@gmail.com or call 874-2301. 

 
    PARKS & REC ACTIVITIES: Mid-day closure: M-F 1:30-3:30 p.m. Closed Sunday 
 
Pool: 
Arthritis Foundation Exercise Class:         M-W-F 8:30-9:30 a.m.                                  
Water Aerobics:                                       M-W-F 10:00-11:00 a.m. 
Lap Swim:                        M-W-F 6:00-7:30 a.m. MTWThF 11:30 a.m.-1:00 p.m.                             

                                    TuTh 5:15-6:15 p.m. Sa 11:00 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 
2 Lane Lap Swim:                     M-W-F 10:00-11:00 a.m. 
Lap/Tot Swim:                                        MTWThF 11:30 a.m.-1:00 p.m. S 11:00 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 
Swim Club:                                             M-F 3:15-5:15 p.m.  
Open Swim:                              M-W 5:30-7:00 p.m. F 6:30-8:00 p.m. S 1:00-2:00 p.m. 
Weight Room: M-Thu 6:00 a.m.-1:30 p.m., 3:30-7:30 p.m. F 6:00 a.m.-1:30 p.m., 3:30-8:30 p.m.    
S 10:00 a.m.-2:30 p.m.                           

 MEETINGS 
AA Meetings:  
North Star Group Meeting. St. Philip’s Church. Tuesday: 7 p.m., Thursday: 8 p.m., Friday: 8 p.m.

May 1, 1919 
Among the passengers arriv-

ing on the Princess Mary Tues-
day morning were C. A. Tervo 
and two sons Albert and Ran-
dolph. Mr. Tervo is the Canadian 
Customs officer at the Boundary. 
He came north last July and re-
mained at the Boundary until 
the close of navigation. Mr. 
Tervo states that a new customs 
house is to be built. It will be lo-
cated a mile and one half further 
up the river than the house now 
in use. The new structure will 
have a concrete foundation and 
will be 26x30 feet with a six-foot 
veranda. It will be built with a 
special view to comfort. The ve-
randa and windows will be 
screened. The walls will have 
several thicknesses of building 
material and will be as comfort-
able for winter habitation as it is 
possible to make it. Mr. Tervo 
will have charge of the construc-
tion of the building. The work-
men who will be employed will 
come down the river from Tele-
graph Creek. 

 
May 5, 1944 
Paving of Wrangell’s main 

street got as far as ordering the 
purchasing of a concrete mixer at 
$350 last night when the City 
Council met in regular session. 
What was to be put in the mixer 
was still a mooted question 
when the Council adjourned as 
the Council members went into 
a long period of silence when 
Mayor F. G. Hanford asked for a 
motion supporting the recom-
mendation of the street commit-
tee that the street be paved. 
There was a hint that somebody 
had thrown in the well-known 
monkey wrench. Who or how 
wasn’t revealed, the Mayor re-
ported today, but obviously the 
Councilmen were not too con-
cerned with the dust and mud 
which harasses the business 
houses of Wrangell in their re-
spective seasons. 

 
May 1, 1969 
City officials and Forest Serv-

ice representatives met Tuesday 
to discuss water problems. At-

tending the discussions were 
Mayor Art Nelson, members of 
the City Council, School Supt. 
Ray Nims, Forest Service re-
gional engineer Richard Wilke, 
Forest Supv. Vince Olson and 
District Ranger Normal 
Schoonover. It was indicated 
that capacity of the dams was 
apparently adequate, however 
the problem of wasted water 
was the major problem. Wilke 
stated that average water con-
sumption was 150 gallons a day, 
however in Wrangell it was on 
the order of 400 gallons a day 
(during freezing conditions). He 
said that this was due to leaking 
water pipes and persons allow-
ing their faucets to run to pre-
vent freezing. He said the Forest 
Service had not prevented rais-
ing the elevation of the spillway, 
but had designated that the spill-
way be broadened to allow for 
flood conditions, to prevent spill 
over the top of the dam. It was 
not recommended any change 
could be made in the lower dam 
and that due to a problem of 
run-over and saturation, no 
change could be incorporated. 

 
May 5, 1994 
The Wrangell District ranger 

has opted for a Nemo campsite 
plan that calls for developing 
five sites and does not include 
development at Turn Island. The 
environmental assessment re-

leased last week by the district 
selects “Alternative #4” from a 
list of six possible scenarios for 
the recreational development re-
lated to the Nemo Point Road. 
The preferred alternative calls 
for five sites to be developed to 
accommodate a total capacity of 
24 to 28 persons at one time. 
Three of the five sites would 
have “walk-in” access and be ca-
pable of accommodating 12-16 
persons. All but one of the camp-
sites will be fully accessible to 
persons with disabilities, accord-
ing to the assessment. The other 
campsite will be located on Zi-
movia Strait down a half-mile 
trail from Nemo Point Road.

The Way We Were 
In the Sentinel 100, 75, 50 and 25 years ago.

Continuing Events

Birthdays & Anniversaries

The Sentinel extends its best wishes to the persons listed on the 
Wrangell Chamber of Commerce Community Scholarship Birthday 
Calendar. 

 
Thursday, May 2: Colleen Hought, Dena McChargue, Wil-

iam Helgeson.  Friday, May 3: Lenora Moore, Brandon Ken-
field, Lauren Taylor-Gillen, Steve Keller. Anniversary: Elmer 
& Pat Mork. Saturday, May 4: Harley Anderson, Kendri 
Cesar, Nonay Young, Phebe Garcia, Zachary Atkins, Dewyo 
Young. Sunday, May 5: Yenell Cummings, Lois Powell, 
James George. Monday, May 6: Kathy Appleman, Maylee 
Haggard, Kaylyn Easterly, Anita Paulsen. Anniversary: Mitch 
& Emilie Turner, Joshua & Dacee Gustafson. Tuesday, May 
7: John Byrd, Kelly Westerlund, Halee Mathis, Andrea 
Wilborn, Kim Reading, Kayleigh Reading. Wednesday, May 
8: Shelley Powers, Catherine Mathis, Julie Decker, Lynne 
Campbell, Wess Strasburger. Thursday, May 9: Tillie Bainter, 
Iver Nore, Hannah Crayne, Carrie Wallace.  

 
 
If you would like to add a birthday or anniversary at no 

charge please call the Sentinel at 874-2301.

 

  TIDES
May 2 - May 9

 Northbound                Southbound
Sunday, May 5 
Columbia 9:00 p.m. 
Tuesday, May 7 
Malaspina 5:00 p.m. 
Saturday, May 11 
Malaspina 7:15 a.m. 
Sunday, May 12 
Columbia 3:45 p.m. 
Tuesday, May 14 
Malaspina 6:00 p.m. 
 
 

Wednesday, May 8 
Columbia 9:15 a.m. 
Thursday, May 9 
Malaspina 9:30 p.m.  
Monday, May 13 
Malaspina 5:45 a.m. 
Wednesday, May 15 
Columbia 4:00 a.m. 
Friday, May 17 
Malaspina 12:45 a.m. 

Arrival times may vary. Call 874-2021 for verification  
or call 874-3711 for recorded information.

Wrangell Roundup: Special Events

Senior Center  
Menu

Departures
FERRY

 
     High Tides                 Low Tides

          AM    PM            AM     PM
  Time      Ft       Time      Ft       Time    Ft     Time    Ft

May 2        12:10      15.9      12:32      15.0       6:19      1.2      6:23     1.4 
May 3        12:42      16.6        1:10      15.4       6:51      0.0      6:55     1.4 
May 4          1:12      17.0        1:47      15.6       7:23     -0.9      7:26     1.5 
May 5          1:42      17.3        2:22      15.5       7:56     -1.6      7:57     1.9     
May 6          2:12      17.3        2:59      15.3       8:29     -1.9      8:30     2.3   
May 7          2:44      17.2        3:38      14.8       9:06     -1.9      9:07     2.9 
May 8          3:19      16.9        4:21      14.2       9:47     -1.6      9:49     3.6 
May 9          3:59      16.3        5:12      13.6     10:34     -1.1    10:40     4.3

Thursday, May 2 
Sloppy Joes, Texas Cole Slaw, Potato Salad 

Friday, May 3 
Chicken Adobo, Broccoli, Danish Salad, Rice 

Monday, May 6 
Turkey w/Gravy, Mashed Potatoes, Peas, Spinach Salad 

Tuesday, May 7 
Stuffed Beef Roll, Brussel Sprouts, Apricot Salad, Rice 

Wednesday, May 8 
Baked Fish, Beets w/Orange Sauce, Tossed Salad, Curry Rice 

Pilaf 
  Thursday, May 9 

Mac & Cheese w/Ham, Broccoli, Carrot Raisin Salad

Please call Wrangell Senior Center  
at 874-2066 by 10 a.m. for reservations.  

Milk, tea and coffee will be served with meals.

Wrangell 
Weather

Daylight      
Hours 

Date        Sunrise     Sunset   Daylight 
May  02 5:04 am 8:27 pm  15:23h 
May  03 5:02 am 8:29 pm  15:27h 
May  04 5:00 am 8:31 pm  15:31h
May  05 4:57 am 8:33 pm  15:36h
May  06 4:55 am 8:35 pm  15:40h
May  07 4:53 am 8:37 pm  15:44h
May  08 4:51 am 8:39 pm  15:48h
May  09 4:49 am 8:41 pm  15:52h 

 

Date                          High       Low 
Apr.  20  48 37 
Apr.  21  48 41 
Apr.  22  46 37
Apr.  23  44 33
Apr.  24  44 33
Apr.  25  46 37
Apr.  26  43 37
Apr.  27  52 37

 Rated PG • 1 hr 52 mins 
Adventure, Family, Fantasy 

DUMBO

Next week:  
No movie due to prom 

SHOWTIMES:  
FRI. MAY 3 - SUN. MAY 5 

7PM NIGHTLY 
 
 

City & Borough of Wrangell, Alaska 
REVISED - BUDGET WORK SESSIONS 

PUBLIC NOTICE  
The Borough Assembly and City Administration will be  

holding four (4) Work Sessions in the Borough Assembly 
Chambers to discuss the following item: 

FY 2019-20 Budget 
Dates and times are: 
Wednesday, May 1, 2019 @ 5:30 p.m. 
Thursday, May 2, 2019 to be held, immediately following the 
Special Assembly mtg (which will be held at 5:30 p.m.) 
Wednesday, May 8, 2019 @ 5:30 p.m. 
Thursday, May 9, 2019 @ 5:30 p.m.  

Although there will be a quorum of the Borough Assembly  
present, there will be no action taken. 
The public is welcome to attend.  

Kim Lane, MMC, Borough Clerk 
City & Borough of Wrangell 

Publish:  May 2, 2019

PUBLIC NOTICE 
Southern Southeast Regional Aquaculture Association, Inc., 

(SSRAA), is soliciting bids from interested parties to conduct 
transport operations for the spring of 2020 season to tender live 
fry from SSRAA hatcheries to SSRAA remote release sites located 
in southern Southeast Alaska. Bids will be accepted until June 1, 
2019 at 4:00 pm. For more information go to www.ssraa.org or 
call 225-9605. 
Published: March 14, 21, 28, April 4, 11, 18, 25, May 2, 9, 16, 
23 and 30, 2019
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Birds the star of the show at open mic night
Dan Willis performed at last week’s open mic night. Going along with the bird theme of the 
evening, he played a song on the trumpet, which he said was inspired by the Hermit Thrush.

Wrangell Sentinel’s news editor Caleb Vierkant won four 
awards from the Alaska Press Club for his work in 2018. 

For business reporting he placed first with the story about the 
end of the cruise ship season. He earned another second place with 
his story about a Supreme Court ruling on a local property dispute 
in the crime and court reporting category. 

For reporting on health he placed third with the story about 
staying healthy for the school year and another third place for best 
profile for his coverage of Jessica Whitaker’s retirement as Lady 
Wolves volleyball coach. 

The awards were announced at the Press Club’s banquet in An-
chorage this past weekend. 

Ron Loesch, publisher of the Wrangell Sentinel, earned one 
award for news coverage of crime and courts, while Brian Varela 
brought home awards for culture reporting, business reporting 
and general reporting. 

Freelance photographers Carli Byrer and John Havrilek won 
awards for best scenic photos. 

Vierkant wins four Alaska 
Press Club awards

Angerman’s Inc. sponsored 
golf tournaments, the first of 
the year, on April 27 and 28. 

There were 16 participants in 
Saturday’s tournament. First 
place went to a team composed 
of Eric Koding, Tyler Eagle, 
Dwight Nancy and Mick An-
drews with a net score of 19 and 
team handicap of 16. Second 
place went to Rocky Littleton, 

Marva Reid, Rodney Littleton, 
and Jim Brooks with a net score 
of 21 and a handicap of 13. 
Lloyd Word had the straightest 
drive of the day at 14 inches. 

Sunday’s tournament saw 20 
participants. First place went to 
the team composed of Rocky 
Littleton, Rodney Littleton, Ken 
Madsen and Jim Brooks, with a 
net score of 18 and a team hand-

icap of 14. Second place went to 
Eric Kading, Tyler Eagle, 
Wayne Harding, and Faye 
Kohrt with a score of 21 and 
handicap of 16. Brian Smith had 
the straightest drive of the day 
at eight inches. Rodney Little-
ton was closest to the pin at 23 
feet and 3.5 inches. 

There will be an annual 
meeting at the Elks Lodge on 
May 2, at 7 p.m.  

Wrangell IGA will be spon-
soring next weekend’s tourna-
ment, on May 4 and 5. Those 
wishing to participate are asked 
to sign up no later than 9:45 
a.m. on Saturday, with the tour-
nament starting at 10 a.m. They 
will hold their annual dinner 
and auction on May 5, from 5 to 
8 p.m. 

PUBLIC NOTICE 
Southern Southeast Regional Aquaculture Association, Inc., 

(SSRAA), is soliciting bids from interested parties to conduct  
rearing operations for the spring of 2020 season at its McLean Arm 
rearing site located in southern Southeast Alaska. Bids will be  
accepted until June 1, 2019 at 4:00 pm. For more information go 
to www.ssraa.org or call 225-9605. 
Published: March 14, 21, 28, April 4, 11, 18, 25, May 2, 9, 16, 
23 and 30, 2019

CITY AND BOROUGH OF WRANGELL 
JOB BULLETIN  

Facilities Maintenance Specialist Lead  
Capital Facilities Department  

The City and Borough of Wrangell is recruiting for a Facilities 
Maintenance Specialist Lead. This is a full-time, benefited position, 
paid at Grade 23 ranging from $28.55 - $36.00 per hour. This  
position is part of the IBEW collective bargaining agreement.  

The Facilities Maintenance Specialist Lead is a supervisory 
position responsible for the day-to- day maintenance of all  
Borough-owned facilities. Applicants must meet the  
qualifications of the position listed in the job description.  
The full job description and employment application can be 
found online at www.wrangell.com/jobs.  

To be considered, a cover letter, resume, and a completed  
employment application must be submitted to Aleisha Mollen either 
by e-mail to amollen@wrangell.com, in person to City Hall, 205 
Brueger St., Wrangell, or by postal mail to PO Box 531, Wrangell, 
Alaska 99929. Applications will be accepted until end of business 
May 10, 2019.  

The City and Borough of Wrangell is an Equal Opportunity  
Employer.  

Lisa Von Bargen 
Wrangell Borough Manager 

Publish: May 2 and 9, 2019

Golf Roundup

CITY AND BOROUGH 
OF WRANGELL 

Pursuant to the City & 
Borough of Wrangell Code, 
Sec. 3.04.808, notice is hereby 
given that the regular assembly 
meetings of the assembly shall 
be held on the second and 
fourth Tuesday of the month. 
The meetings shall be held at 
7:00 p.m., in the Assembly 
Chambers, City Hall, Wrangell. 
If any such Tuesday shall fall 
on a legal holiday as defined by 
the laws of the State of Alaska, 
the meetings scheduled for that 
day shall be held at the same 
hour on the next succeeding 
day which is not a holiday. 
Separate notice for the regular 
council meetings shall not be 
required. There will be no 
regular meetings the second 
Tuesday in July and August and 
fourth Tuesday in December. 

Kim Lane, Borough Clerk 
City of Wrangell, Alaska 

Publish: May 2, 2019



By CALEB VIERKANT 
Sentinel writer 

Starting April 1, according to 
a document from the  
City and Borough of Wrangell, 

the cap on sales taxes for  
single purchases has been in-
creased from $1,500 to  
$3,000 or above. According to 
Finance Director Lee Burgess, 

this means that the sales  
tax for single purchases of 
$3,000 or more are capped at 
seven percent of $3,000, or $210. 
Any large purchases made after 

the beginning of April will have 
the new cap, while purchases 
before that date still have the 
old cap applied to them. 
Burgess emphasized that this 
only applies to single purchases 
in the amount of $3,000 or more, 
such as a car or boat, and not 
multiple purchases that total to 
$3,000 or more. 

“Any purchases that were 
initiated after April 1 should 
have the new rule applied,” he 
said. 

The cap will also be com-
puted on a monthly basis. The 
document provided by 
Wrangell gives an example to 
show how the altered  
sales tax cap will work. A  
customer hires a contractor to 
complete a job for $5,000, which 
takes place over a  
two-month period. If the  
contractor completes $4,000 of 
the job in the first month, the 

customer will then owe the $210 
sales tax cap for that month. The 
final $1,000 of work in the sec-
ond month will incur $70, or 
seven percent, in sales tax. 

Burgess said that the city de-
cided to raise the sales tax cap 
because of financial necessity. 
Wrangell has been taking on 
more and more expenses over 
the years, he said, in the form of 
wages, facilities, and other ex-
penses. Meanwhile, the bor-
ough has also been seeing less 
money coming from the state 
government. This increase in 
costs and decrease in revenue 
meant that they needed to find 
some way to bring in money. 
Burgess said that he could not 
give an estimate on how much 
tax revenue this change will 
bring to Wrangell, but money is 
expected to come in. 

“I know it’ll bring in more 
money,” he said.

SERVICES 
LAMINATING services up to 
11x17 at the Wrangell Sentinel. 
205 Front St. 874-2301 ……
tfndh 
 
OFFICE SUPPLIES: Come see 
our great selection for office, 
school or home or place an 
order. The Wrangell Sentinel, 
205 Front St. 874-2301 
 

JOBS 
ALASKA HOUSING FI-
NANCE CORPORATION 
(AHFC) WRANGELL, is hir-
ing a Temporary Summer Stu-
dent Aide. Pay is $12.00 hr. The 
temporary student hire pro-
gram provides job opportuni-
ties to youth ages 16-22. 
Students perform or assist in 
performing a broad range of 
unskilled grounds keeping, 

a p a r t m e n t / b u i l d i n g  
maintenance or office work. 
Must be at least 16 years old 
and a continuing student. 
Must provide proof of student 
status. Obtain a job description 
and online application at 
www.ahfc.us. An AHFC  
application must be submitted 
for each position (a resume 
may be attached). Applications 
will be accepted until the  
position is filled. Public  
Housing Residents are  
encouraged to apply. AHFC  
is an equal opportunity em-
ployer……6x5-30b109 
 
EXPERIENCED FISH  
FILLETER WANTED, Sitka, 
AK. Small fish processing  
acility in Sitka, AK looking for 
an experienced filleter starting 
immediately, running through 
August 15th. $18 - $25  
per hour depending on  
experience. Guaranteed 40 
hours pay/week, with up to 80 
hours available in peak  
weeks. Transportation to and 
from Sitka, AK provided, 

housing available. Contact 
Danen at 360-421-3077 for 
more info……2x5-9p61 
  
WRANGELL PUBLIC 
SCHOOLS, is accepting  
applications for the position of: 
Custodian: This is a 12-month 
position with benefits paid on 
Column F of the Classified  
Personnel Salary Schedule.  
Responsibilities include assist-
ing the maintenance director 
with repairs and maintenance 
of the buildings, keeping our 
school complex clean and as-
sisting with setting up room s 
for classes, large presentations 
and business meetings as 
needed. Open until filled. For 
complete job descriptions and 
salary information, please con-
tact the district office. It is 
Wrangell Public School Dis-
trict’s policy to not discrimi-
nate on the basis of age, race, 
color, national origin, sex or 
disability……1x5-2b99 

WANTED 
I AM LOOKING for a single 
bay or double bay shop to 
lease in Wrangell so I can open 
an automobile repair facility. 
Please contact me at 
w.william41@yahoo.com or 
360-627-1664……4x5-9p32 
  
BOATS AND MARINE 
IFQ’S AND FISHING  
PERMITS, Alaskan Quota and 
Permits LLC, 907-772-4000, 1-
888-347-4437……tfn1-3b15 
  
SERVICES 
COPIES: Black and white  
and color copies up to 11x17. 
Send us your files to print.  
The Wrangell Sentinel,  
205 Front St. 874-2301……
tfndh 
  
FAX SERVICES at the Sentinel. 
Send or receive faxes. Fax 
number 874-2303 ……tfndh 
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Puzzle  
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Wrangell Public Housing  
Alaska Housing Finance Corporation (AHFC) is currently accepting applications for 

smoke-free quality 2-br ($700+elec.) and 3-br ($800+elec.) units at Etolin Heights.  
1. Subsidized rent for families who meet low and very-low federal income guidelines.  
2. Units are also available with no income restrictions or limitations. 
3. Applications can be found at the following locations: 
b.Online at https://www.ahfc.us/application/files/5415/2770/7773/WrangellPH_060118.pdf 
Scroll through the pages.  
    c. The Wrangell housing office is located at 730 Zimovia Hwy #A2.  
See AHFC’s website at https://www.ahfc.us/publichousing for complete instructions,  

eligibility requirements, and application submission details. Applicants with questions 
may call the Wrangell housing office at 907-874-3018 or send an email to gwood@ahfc.us.  
AHFC complies with all Fair Housing and Equal Opportunity nondiscrimination laws. 
Published: May 2, 9, 16, 23, 30, June 6, 13 and 20, 2019

DAWSON CONSTRUCTION LLC (GC/CM) IS SEEKING 
PROPOSALS FOR  

THE WRANGELL MEDICAL CENTER (WMC)   
The WMC project includes the construction of an approximately 

35,000 square foot Critical Access Hospital with a Long-Term Care 
Unit. The project also includes interior renovations of the existing 
clinic.   

Contract Documents, plans, specifications and addenda for this 
project are available at Dawson Construction’s on-line plans room.!  

Access is provided to Subcontractors, and Vendors by going to 
http://bxwa.com and clicking on Posted Projects; General 
Contractor’s Project Area; Dawson Construction.!  

Bidders are required to Register in order to receive automatic 
email notification of future addenda and to be placed on the  
Bidders List.!  

Plans and Specifications may also be viewed at Wrangell City 
Hall, 205 Brueger Street, Wrangell, AK from 8:00 am to 4:00 
pm, Monday through Friday.  

Questions may be emailed through end of business on 5/01/19 
to: Bids@dawson.com  

Bid Submissions Deadline: 4:00 PM AK on May 10th, 2019. 
Email bids to: Bids@Dawson.com. 
Published: May 2, 2019 

City & Borough of Wrangell 
Public Notice of 

Board of Equalization Hearing  
The Borough Assembly, acting as the Board of Equalization, 

shall hear testimony, both oral and written testimony, with a  
decision to follow, at 6:00 p.m., Monday, May 6, 2019, in the  
Borough Assembly Chambers. 

The hearing and meeting is open to the public.  
Per WMC 5.04.140, the Board of Equalization meetings 

shall be held on the first Monday following the first Thursday 
in May and continue each day thereafter until its scheduled 
business is completed. 

Kim Lane, MMC, Borough Clerk 
City & Borough of Wrangell 

Publish: April 25 and May 2, 2019

CITY & BOROUGH OF WRANGELL 
ADVERTISEMENT FOR THE POSITION 

POLICE CHIEF 
POLICE DEPARTMENT 

The Wrangell Police Department will be accepting applications for a Police Chief until May 6, 
2019.  

This position plans, organizes, directs, and integrates all activities of the Police Department to 
protect life and property through law enforcement and crime prevention work. The Police Chief is a 
management position, responsible for the full scope of Police Department operations including patrol, 
investigations, corrections, public relations and community education. They will continuously analyze 
and evaluate operations and trends for assuring efficiency and adequacy of service, maintain  
professional discipline in the Department and assure that all employees are properly trained.  

The position requires extensive knowledge and experience in all phases of police work including 
principles and practices of modern crime prevention, investigation, criminal identification,  
apprehension, rules of evidence, traffic control and safety, care and custody of prisoners, record  
keeping, and all other aspects of law enforcement and administration. Requires advanced knowledge 
of management and administrative practices and procedures required. Requires well- developed 
human relations skills to conduct negotiations, persuade others to a course of action, and to build an 
effective team through leadership and training.  

The candidate must meet the minimum standards for Police Chief per the Alaska Police Standards 
Council as well as all of the requirements of the City & Borough of Wrangell’s job description. A 
management certification under Alaska Police Standards or equivalent is required. Applicants must 
successfully complete a background investigation, medical and psychological examination, and drug 
screening.  

This is a full-time, salaried position with full benefits, paid at Grade 30 ranging from $6607 to 
$8346 per month. The full job description and employment application can be found online at 
www.wrangell.com/jobs.  

To be considered, submit APSC form 3 (Personal History Statement), Authorization for Release 
of Information, resume and cover letter to Aleisha Mollen, PO Box 531, Wrangell, AK 99929 or via 
email to amollen@wrangell.com. Applications will be accepted until the end of business May 6, 
2019, but may be reviewed as they are received.  

The City & Borough of Wrangell is an equal opportunity employer. 
Lisa Von Bargen  

Borough Manager 
Publish: April 11, 18, 25, and May 2, 2019 

JOB Advertisement  
Adventus Technologies Inc. 

Janitor for the Wrangell Forest Service Ranger Station      
Shift: Evenings • Rate: $20.41 

Responsibilities: 
The janitor position performs custodial work in offices,  

warehouses, industrial areas, and other building interiors. 
Essential Functions: 

Reasonable accommodations may be made to enable individuals 
with disabilities to perform the essential functions. 

• Sweeps, vacuums, mops, scrubs, waxes and polishes floors 
using industrial vacuum cleaners. 
• Clean bathroom fixtures; toilet, urinal, and sinks 
• Empty trash, clean mirrors, replenish supplies, vacuum daily. 

To apply for the job or more information contact 
Zuaibar Rashid (Zee);  

Office: 713-995-4446, Cell: 409-202-9918 
 

April 22, 2019 
Item found: Large vinyl sign found on Front Street. 
Extra patrol. 
86’d Letter served. 
Found property. 
Scam: Criminal activity on SS#. 
Citation issued: Laura Massin, 43. Speeding in a school zone. 
Report of theft. 
Harassment. 
Alarm. 
 
April 23, 2019 
Citizen assist. 
Scam. 
Catering permit. 
 
April 24, 2019 
Traffic complaint. 
Disturbance: Verbal only. 
Subpoena service. 
 
April 25, 2019 
Theft: Unfounded. 
 
April 26, 2019 
Domestic. 
Child in need. 
Two civil matters. 
Inmate booking: Christopher Malcom, 30. For DUI. 
Citation issued: Anthony Guggenbickler, 22. Driving with li-

cense revoked. 
 
April 27, 2019 
Arrested: Joel Franks, 53. Violating a protective order. 
Report of no water. 
Gunshots: GOA. 
Citizen report of DUI. 
Suspicious persons. 
 
April 28, 2019 
Citizen assist. 
Traffic: Slow moving vehicle. 
Gunshots: Unfounded. 
Fireworks: UTL. 
Threats: Caller reported being threatened. 
 
There were two ambulance calls and one dog complaint this 

week. 

Police report

City alters single purchase sales tax cap

April 16- Donavan Bean was brought  
before Judge Kevin Miller for a felony first 
hearing on charges of theft. His conditions of  
release include a $10,000 performance cash 
bond and submission to Pretrial Enforcement 
Division searches. The trial date was set at June 
25. 

 
April 22- Donavan Bean was arraigned  

before Judge Kevin Miller on charges of theft. 
An omnibus hearing was scheduled for May 20, 
with a calendar call set for June 18. 

Dusty Cowan was arraigned before  
Judge Kevin Miller on charges of online  
enticement of a minor and distribution of  
indecent materials to a minor. An omnibus hear-
ing was scheduled for May 20, a calendar call 
for June 18, and a trial for June 35. His condi-
tions of release include an $8,000 cash perform-
ance bond, he is not to leave Wrangell without 
court permission, is to avoid contact with the al-
leged victim or their family, and to avoid con-
tact with any minors aside from his own 
children, with the exception of incidental con-
tact. 

A dissolution of marriage was granted for 
Grace and Ian Carson. 

George Stolcan came before Judge Kevin 
Miller to have his charge of being likely to pro-
voke violence dismissed by prosecution. 

There was a sentencing hearing for Wilson 
Tylor Boon, who pleaded guilty to burglary. He 
will serve three years incarceration, two sus-
pended. He has also been ordered to pay resti-
tution, and is sentenced to two years’ probation. 
He was also found guilty of violating his condi-
tions of release, and will serve two months’ in-
carceration concurrent with his one year of 
incarceration 

 
April 23- Judge William Carey ruled that 

Peter Karras is to file paperwork converting his 
case to legal separation by May 23 of this year, 
or the case will be dismissed. 

 
April 25- Charles Goldsbury came before Ju-

dicial Officer Leanna Nash to have his charge of 
failure to change residence address dismissed 
by prosecution.

Court report

http://www.ahfc.us
http://www.ahfc.us
mailto:w.william41@yahoo.com
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Puzzle answers will be in  
the May 9 edition

Comics

Wrangell-Petersburg Resource Advisory Committee 
Notice of Meetings and Call for Project Proposals  

The Wrangell-Petersburg-Kake Resource Advisory Committee (RAC) will be meeting on Saturday, 
May 11th 2019 and Saturday, May 25th 2019. The purpose of the meetings is to review the progress 
of previously funded projects, review new project proposals, and make recommendations for funding 
of projects through Title II of the Secure Rural Schools and Community Self Determination Act (PL 
110-343).   

The meetings will take place via video teleconference at the Wrangell and Petersburg Ranger  
District Offices. The RAC will meet from 8:00am to 2:00pm, or until business is concluded on May 
11th, and from 8:00am to 3:00pm or until business is concluded on May 25th. The meetings are open 
to the public. A toll free teleconference number will be available for individuals who wish to attend 
by telephone. Committee discussion is limited to Forest Service staff and Committee members.  
However, a one-hour public comment period beginning at 9:00am will be open during the meetings. 
Individuals wishing to make an oral statement should request in writing at least five days prior to the 
meeting in order to be scheduled on the agenda.   

Title II funds may be used for projects that benefit the National Forest and have broad-based  
support with objectives that may include, but are not limited to:  

• Road, trail, and infrastructure maintenance or obliteration 
• Soil productivity improvement 
• Improvements in forest ecosystem health 
• Watershed restoration and maintenance 
• Restoration, maintenance and improvement of wildlife and fish habitat 
• Control of noxious and exotic weeds 
• Reestablishment of native species  
New project proposal forms are available at the Petersburg and Wrangell Ranger District offices. 

To be considered at a committee meeting, proposals should be submitted in writing no later than five 
days prior to the meeting. Proposals will continue to be accepted after that date, but sufficient funding 
may not be available to consider all proposals received. For assistance with the form, or for other 
 information pertaining to the meetings, please contact Linda Slaght, RAC Coordinator, at 772-3871 
or by e-mail at linda.slaght@usda.gov.  For other information, contact either of the Designated Federal 
Officials; Ted Sandhofer, Acting Petersburg District Ranger, 772-3871 or Martin Hutten, Acting  
Wrangell District Ranger, 874-2323.   

The USDA Forest Service is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. 
Publish: April 25 and May 2, 2019

NOTICE OF UTILITY APPLICATION 
 
The REGULATORY COMMISSION OF ALASKA (Commission) gives notice that on  

April 15, 2019, Southeast Alaska Power Agency (SEAPA) filed an application for a new Certificate of 
Public Convenience and Necessity (Certificate). SEAPA proposes to provide wholesale power and  
transmission service to Ketchikan, Petersburg, and Wrangell, AK. Docket No. U-19-023 was opened to 
address this matter.  

SEAPA is a Joint Action Agency organized and existing under the laws of the State of Alaska as an 
electric operating entity. The members of SEAPA are the City of Ketchikan, Petersburg Borough, and 
the City and Borough of Wrangell. In Commission Order No. U-17-084(6), the Commission required 
SEAPA to file an application for a Certificate to provide “wholesale electric public utility service from 
the Swan Lake Hydroelectric Project, the Lake Tyee Hydroelectric Project, and the transmission line 
connecting these two projects.”  

SEAPA is a political subdivision of the state and is exempt from economic regulation pursuant  
AS 42.05.711(b). Economic regulation means regulation of matters concerning a utility’s rates and 
charges, quality of service, management practices, and customer complaints. The Commission has no 
jurisdiction over matters that constitute economic regulation  

A person who proposes to file an application to furnish the same, or substantially the same, service or 
facility to essentially the same service area or route, in whole or in part, thus creating the potential for 
mutually exclusive applications must file a notice of intent to file a competing application by May 24, 
2019. The person must then file the competing application by July 23, 2019. If no notice of intent to file 
a competing application is filed by May 24, 2019, the Commission will proceed to grant or deny the 
SEAPA’s application to amend its certificate in accordance with the applicable provisions of AS 42.05.221 
– 42.05.281.   

No motions for waiver or petitions for confidentially were filed with this application. The Commission 
has not assessed the completeness of the application. The Commission may determine whether the  
application is complete by May 6, 2019.  

You may obtain information about this application by contacting Trey Acteson, CEO of SEAPA, at 
1900 First Avenue, Suite 318, Ketchikan, AK 9990; phone: (907) 228-2281. The complete filing is also 
available for inspection at the Commission’s office at 701 West 8th Avenue, Suite 300, Anchorage, AK 
99501; phone: (907) 276-6222, or may be viewed at the Commission’s website at http://rca.alaska.gov  
by typing Docket No. “U-19-023” in the Find the Matter search box.  

To comment on this filing, please file your comments by 5:00 p.m., May 15, 2019, at the Commission’s 
address given above or via our website at:  

https://rca.alaska.gov/RCAWeb/WhatsNew/PublicNoticesComments.aspx  
Please reference Docket No. U-19-023 and include a statement that you have filed a copy of the  

comments with Trey Acteson at the above given address.   
Individuals or groups of people with disabilities who require special accommodations, auxiliary aids 

or service, or alternative communication formats, please contact Valerie Fletcher-Mitchell at  
(907) 276-6222; toll free (800) 390-2782; TTY/Alaska Relay: 7-1-1 or (800) 770-3973; or send a request 
via electronic mail to rca.mail@alaska.gov by May 8, 2019.  

Dated at Anchorage, Alaska, this 24th day of April, 2019. 
REGULATORY COMMISSION OF ALASKA 

Stephen McAlpine 
Chairman 

Published: May 2, 2019

Classified/LegalsObituary: Charles P. Berg, 88
Charles P. Berg, 88, of Litchfield Park, Arizona, passed away 

peacefully at Abrazo West Medical Center on April 9, 2019. 
He was born in Pierpoint, South Dakota on March 2, 1931 and 

spent his youth in Seward, Alaska and Wrangell, Alaska. His par-
ents, Claude and Geraldine were teachers. He graduated from 
Wrangell High School in 1949 and played varsity basketball for 
the Wrangell Wolves. 

Charlie met his wife, Helen Angerman, during high school 
and they were married on September 17, 1954 in Wrangell at St. 
Philip’s Episcopal Church. He attended the University of Alaska, 
Fairbanks before moving back to Wrangell. Charlie and Helen 
moved to Ketchikan, Alaska in 1959 with their two young sons 
and bought a home on Austin St. He worked at Union Oil, 
Ketchikan Pulp Co. as a purchasing agent, and retired from 
Ketchikan Public Utilities Electrical Division as a purchasing 
agent.  

Through the years he spent his time raising his sons, perform-
ing home improvement projects from his basement shop, hand 

trolling for King and Coho salmon, coaching Little League Base-
ball, Babe Ruth Baseball, and Church League Basketball. His pas-
sions were hunting, fishing, and working in his shop. He was a 
league bowler for many years in Ketchikan and later in 
Goodyear, Arizona. Charlie was a member of the Ketchikan Ma-
sonic Lodge. 

Charlie enjoyed spending time with his family at their cabin 
on Flathead Lake in Montana. He cherished the peaceful atmos-
phere and the wildlife that often passed through the property. 
He and Helen retired to Pebble Creek in Goodyear after 40 years 
in Ketchikan. Later, they moved to LaLoma Village Retirement 
Center in Litchfield Park where they enjoyed many close friends.  

Charlie is survived by his wife of 65 years, Helen; sons Eric 
and David; numerous brothers and sisters in law and nieces and 
nephews.  

A private church service will be held at the LaLoma Village 
and Charlie will be laid to rest at Bayview Cemetery in 
Ketchikan, Alaska. Charles Berg

Letter to the Editor
To the Editor: 
Demand destruction is a 

phenomenon that is often 
referred to when oil prices rise 
high enough to harm the 

economy and reduce its ability 
to purchase fuel. I have another 
example of demand 
destruction; getting rid of ferry 
service to Alaskan communities 

because the State budget has 
been mismanaged, which will 
result in a self inflicted wound 
to the economy. 

These small towns have 

ferry docks, how much was 
spent to build these docking 
facilities? Should that 
investment be, in hindsight, a 
waste of resources? 

People bought land from the 
State of Alaska, moved to these 
remote locations and built 
homes and businesses with the 
understanding that there was 
what amounts to public 
transportation and access. Will 
the state now fail to maintain 
the marine highway and let 
these people and their 
businesses suffer? This 
amounts to a harmful bait and 

switch over a budget squabble. 
Yes, the ferry system is 

subsidized by public monies, 
and likely always will be. But 
the ferry also provides an 
economic positive in Alaska 
which is not easily measured 
but is a feedback in to the state 
coffers. 

It seems silly to waste all of 
the long term investment and 
energy expended on the ferry 
system for a short term budget 
battle. 

Denny Corbin 
Pelican, Alaska 

PHOTO BY CALEB VIERKANT/ WRANGELL SENTINEL

Ducks unlimited banquet
Ducks Unlimited held a fundraiser banquet at the Nolan Center last Saturday evening, as 
an event for the Stikine River Birding Festival. Ducks Unlimited is a nonprofit that works 
to preserve wetlands and waterfowl habitats. The dinner, catered by the Stikine Inn, also 
had raffles and auctions for people to participate in. There were numerous works of art, 
guns, knives, and duck decoys available for people to bid on. Pictured here is Denny Strom, 
standing behind one of the auction tables.
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 Why should every Alaskan 
budget watcher care about the 
price of fish? 

Because when the price at 
the docks goes up by just one 
penny, it means more money 
for state coffers.  

In 2017, for example, the av-
erage dock price per pound for 
all Alaska seafood was 41 
cents. If the price had increased 
to 42-cents, it would have 
added nearly $2 million more 
from fisheries landing and 
business taxes. 

That was one of the take-
aways in an updated McDow-
ell Group report presented last 
week at the Alaska Seafood 
Marketing Institute’s spring 
board meeting. It offers a good 
snapshot of the industry that 
spawned Alaska statehood and 
is now a seafood superpower. 
Here’s a sampler:    

Alaska’s seafood industry 
puts 60,000 people to work and 
supports at least $150 million a 
year in taxes and fees.   

More than 9,000 vessels are 
homeported in Alaska and de-
liver fish to 87 large shoreside 
processing plants. 

Catches of nearly six billion 
pounds of seafood worth about 
$2 billion were the industry av-
erages for 2016 and 2017. Pol-
lock accounted for 57 percent 
of the volume caught and 22 
percent of the value. 

Salmon ranked second for 
volume at 14 percent but was 
tops for Alaska seafood value 
at 34 percent. Cod catches were 
third and accounted for 11 per-
cent of the value. Halibut, 
sablefish and crab each ac-
counted for one percent of the 
total catch volume and 12 per-
cent of the value. 

The U.S. is usually the 
largest market for Alaska 
seafood, followed by China, 
Japan, South Korea and the Eu-
ropean Union. 

The export value over the 
past decade has averaged $3.3 
billion, making seafood 
Alaska’s largest export leader 
by far. (By value, fishery prod-
ucts accounted for more than 
two-thirds of Alaska’s exports 
in the first quarter of 2017, ac-
cording to the first quarter eco-
nomic report by the state Dept. 
of Commerce.)  

Alaska’s top exports are pol-
lock surimi and fillets (a com-

bined $845 million) and frozen 
sockeye salmon ($313 million). 

Exports to China, which in 
2018 comprised 32 percent of 
Alaska’s seafood sales and 23 
percent of the value, dropped 
20 percent due to ongoing 
trade spats with the Trump Ad-
ministration.  

That included a 54 percent 
drop in Alaska salmon sales, a 
49 percent decrease for crab 
and cod sales to China 
dropped 29 percent.   

In another trade hit:   Im-
ports to the U.S. of fresh At-
lantic halibut from Canada 
have nearly doubled since 2012 
to 8.8 million pounds last year. 

Looking at 2019, harvests of 
Alaska salmon, crab, halibut, 
sablefish and pollock are ex-
pected to increase, with de-
clines for cod and rockfish 
catches. 

The market outlook for 
salmon is “stable to strong” 
said fisheries economist Gar-
rett Evridge, who presented 
the report.  

“While there is optimism 
surrounding the harvest vol-
ume for the 2019 salmon sea-
son, we have been hearing 
reports of buyers pushing back 
against strong prices,” he said 
in an email message. 

              
Get skinny - Those billions 

of fish skins tossed out each 
year could turn into a steady 
stream of more dollars for 
Alaska. 

Most recently, fish skins are 
making international headlines 
for their proven ability to heal 
burns. 

Last December tilapia skins 
treated the burnt paws of bears 
and mountain lions during the 
California wildfires. Earlier 
this year a tissue-like bandage 
created in Iceland from intact 
cod skins began use on burn 
patients in Europe and in the 
U.S. 

The fish skin product is 
called  Kerecis  Omega 3 Burn 
Treatment and when it is 
grafted onto damaged tissue, it 
builds up the body’s own cells 
to rapidly regenerate healthy 
tissue. Kerecis credits omega 3s 
for the healing power along 
with collagen. 

Fish skins contain the type 
of collagen protein that makes 
up most parts of human skin 

and bodies. Most has tradition-
ally come from livestock and is 
used in a wide array of prod-
ucts. But the more remarkable 
properties of fish skins 
have  experts pegging the 
value  of marine collagen for 
the nutraceutical, cosmetic, 
food and medical market at 
$620 million in 2018 and nearly 
$900 million by 2023. 

Fish skins have extra appeal 
because they are available at a 
large scale and come with no 
religious constraints.   

“They’re fish – not beef or 
pork. So it satisfies kosher and 
halal dietary restrictions,” said 
Cindy Bower, a former USDA 
food researcher at the Univer-
sity of Alaska/Fairbanks. 
Bower’s studies also showed 
that skins destined for collagen 
extraction  can be 
stabilized with common drying 
agents to hold them prior to 
shipment and don’t need to be 
chilled. 

Dan Lesh, a senior econo-
mist with the McDowell 
Group, said with catch vol-
umes for Alaska pollock aver-
aging over three billion pounds 
annually, that adds up to over 
1.4 million pounds of skins, as-
suming a five percent yield. 
Skin yield percentages were 
similar for Pacific cod and in 
the 8 to 10 percent range for 
salmon. 

Studies show that the fish 
skins are loaded with collagen. 
Nearly 20 percent was ex-
tracted from salmon skins and 
11 percent from cod, according 
to a 2017 Portuguese study.  

Alyeska Seafoods and one 
other processing company in 
Dutch Harbor have reportedly 
been extracting collagen from 
fish skins for decades for sale 
to the Japanese cosmetic indus-
try. 

And there’s this: fried 
salmon skins are becoming a 
snack rage in England. 

A former chef created  Sea 
Chips  after diners called for 
more crispy salmon skins as 
garnishes on their meals. The 
chips come in three flavors and 
are being cranked out at 
100,000 bags a week. 

They are being sold at major 
retailers in Britain and the 
makers expect sales to top $1 
million over the next 18 
months with 10 percent going 

to ocean charities. 
  
Don’t do drugs - Customer 

backlash has Chilean farmed 
salmon producers promising to 
reduce their use of antibiotics 
by half by 2025.  

Members of the Chilean 
Salmon Marketing Council 
made the announcement last 
month at Seafood Expo North 
America in Boston. The group 
will work with the Monterey 
Bay Aquarium’s Seafood 
Watch program to secure a cov-
eted better rating by that 
watchdog group. 

Chile is the world’s second 
largest producer of farmed 
salmon after Norway and most 
of the farmed salmon that 
Americans buy comes from 
Chile. The country was court 
ordered three years ago to dis-
close its antibiotic use after 37 
companies refused to give any 
details, saying it would pose a 
“competition and commercial 
risk.” 

Chilean salmon farmers use 
florfenicol, a common veteri-
nary antibiotic, to kill a bacteria 
that kills the fish that are 
grown in crowded net pens 
near coastlines. 

The court case was filed 
by Oceana which showed that 
Chile was using more antibi-
otics than any other fish and 
livestock producers in the 
world - 950 grams to raise one 
ton of fish. In 2014, usage was 
1.2 million pounds of antibi-
otics on two billion pounds of 
fish. In contrast, Norway uses 
just 0.17 grams per ton of 
salmon. 

The Chilean marketing 

council said it plans to spend 
millions in its effort to win over 
wholesalers, retailers and food 
service companies with its new 
“Promise of Patagonia” cam-
paign. 

Meanwhile, U.S. salmon 
lovers can easily tell if the fish 
they are choosing is drug free. 

Country of Origin Labeling 
laws (COOL) since 2009 re-
quire fish sold in the U.S. to be 
identified as to where it comes 
from and if it is wild or farmed.

When price at docks increases even one penny, more money goes into state coffers

Alaska Fish Factor 
 

By LAINE WELCH 
Fisheries columnist

N K ELECTRIC
Here to serve all

your electrical needs

COMMERCIAL
INDUSTRIAL

RESIDENTIAL
874-2770, #21633

Call Ottesen’s True 
Value Hardware for 
all your building & 
special order needs. 

Featuring: 
Atrium Windows, 

Snap-Loc Roofing, 
Treated & 

Untreated Wood
Phone 874-3377 

Fax 874-3549
e-mail: ottesenstruevalue@ak.net

Ottesen’s

WHAT IS ONE OF THE SMARTEST
ADVERTISING CHOICES AVAILABLE?

They cost as little as
$10.00 for up to 15 words. 
40¢ for additional words.

6% city sales tax additional.

Ask us about our classified ads!
PHONE 874-2301

FAX 874-2303
The deadline for classified ads is 12 pm

EMAIL – wrgsent@gmail.com WEB SITE – www.wrangellsentinel.com 205 FRONT STREET

A CLASSIFIED AD

907-874-2359

Veronica Maldonado

By RON LOESCH 
Sentinel publisher 

PETERSBURG–Seafood industry researchers 
to casual history buffs will use and enjoy Tin 
Can Country — Southeast Alaska’s Historic Salmon 
Canneries.  

This copiously illustrated edition is filled 
with stories, essays, historic photographs,  
custom made maps and colorful salmon can  
labels that together tell the story of S.E.  
Alaska’s seafood industry from the time of tide-
water Tlingit fish traps to today’s highly mech-
anized, competitive corporate-conglomerated 
industry. 

It’s a perfect coffee table book, because it 
leaves room for coffee. Formatted in a  
horizontal or landscape layout, it allows for 
large reproduction of full-color salmon can  
labels from Karen Hofstad’s significant collec-
tion. 

Editor Anjuli Grantham pulled material from 
over 50 years of historic collections and  
research performed by the late Patricia Roppel 
and Karen Hofstad and kept the subject matter 
filled with substance yet interesting.  

Maps produced by David Johnson made it 
easy to track the cannery sites, and the inside of 
the dust cover jacket displays all of the S.E. 
Alaska cannery locations in a single 38-inch 
map. 

While not a comprehensive, all-inclusive his-
tory text book, the editor allows space to feature 

detailed essays and stories by Dave Kiffer, 
Wayne Short, Janet Clemens, Jim Mackovjak, 
Sue Jensen-Paulsen, Bob King and  
Howard Kutchin to name a few. They  
illuminate issues pertaining to civil rights, labor 
unions, state politics, war years, fish traps  
and the production of tin cans, wooden barrels, 
kegs and salmon boxes. And what about the  
article and illustrations on page 68 telling us 
how to open a salmon can by turning it on its 
side? 

We were dumfounded by the detailed engi-
neering drawings of the Kake Cannery build-
ings along with meticulous sketvhes of the 
“Iron Chink” fish processing machine from 
1927. 

Grantham states it succinctly: “This anthol-
ogy is a seafood smorgasbord. It combines 
micro-histories of the operations of specific can-
neries within Southeast Alaska with interpre-
tive essays that provide wider historical 
context.” 

The best part of the project is that  
Petersburg’s Karen Hofstad bankrolled the  
entire cost of producing this book, and granted 
all proceeds along with the copyright to 
Clausen Memorial Museum. Hofstad modestly 
calls it her gift to S.E. Alaska and the Clausen 
Museum.  

The book will go on sale at the museum gift 
shop and bookstores during this year’s Little 
Norway Festival. Karen Hofstad holding “Tin Can Country”.

PHOTO BY OLA RICHARDS/ WRANGELL  SENTINEL

New book features histories of S.E. canneries

Financial planning, home maintenance covered in THRHA training 
By CALEB VIERKANT 

Sentinel writer 
The Tlingit and Haida Re-

gional Housing Authority held 
a two-hour training session at 
the Nolan Center last Wednes-
day evening, April 24. The 
THRHA works across South-
east Alaska to create affordable 
housing, offers opportunities 
for home repairs, and even 
helps people learn about 
money management. Repre-
sentatives from the organiza-
tion came to Wrangell last 
week to offer training on finan-
cial planning and preventative 
home maintenance. 

The budgeting portion of 
the training session was han-
dled by Administrator Shaun 
Guthrie and Energy Assistance 
Coordinator Megan Gregory. 
Having a better understanding 
of finances is important for a 
number of reasons, Guthrie 
said. One of the most impor-
tant reasons is to be self-suffi-
cient and financially 
independent, which he said 
was increasingly important in 

today’s climate. 
“With the new federal and 

state administration these 
safety nets are being taken 
away slowly,” Guthrie said. 

One of the first things peo-
ple should do when creating a 
budget, Gregory said, was to 
consider their “wants” versus 
their “needs.” It is also impor-
tant to determine what their 
priorities are. If someone puts 
a high value on their health, 
they should budget more 
money for medical expenses. If 
they value their community, 
they should budget for donat-
ing to charity. By prioritizing 
one’s values, putting together 
an accurate budget becomes 
easier, she said. 

Understanding expenses is 
another important part of 
budgeting, they said. In gen-
eral, a household’s expenses 
can be divided into three cate-
gories: Fixed, flexible, and lux-
ury. Fixed expenses are things 
like rent and loan payments. 
Flexible expenses are expenses 
that are fairly regular, but 

change in size over time, like 
groceries or credit card bills. 
Luxury expenses are, as the 
name suggests, for luxury 
items like vacations or eating 
out at restaurants. Guthrie said 
that in an ideal scenario, 50 
percent of a person’s income 
should be set aside to cover 
fixed expenses, while another 
30 percent is used to cover 
flexible expenses. The final 20 
percent should be set aside for 
savings. This is not always re-
alistic, he said, but that should 
be the general aim. 

Lastly, there are four steps 
to follow when creating a 
spending plan. The first step is 
to track one’s income and ex-
penses month by month. Sec-
ondly, assess the previous 
month to see if more money 
came in or if more money was 
spent. The third step is to take 
action and alter the spending 
plan in ways that cuts back on 
expenses and better matches 
one’s financial priorities. The 
last step, simply, is to save 
money wherever possible. 

“It’s important to track how 
much you’re spending, how 
much you’re saving,” Gregory 
said. 

Budgeting was not the only 
finance-related topic covered 
in the training session. Amber 
Hommel with First Bank spoke 
about how to avoid fraud. 
Fraud is a common occurrence 
across the country, even in 
Wrangell. Hommel said that 
she has heard from many cus-
tomers complaining about 
phone calls from people claim-
ing to be with the IRS, or from 
some organization stating the 
customer has won a contest 
and needs their personal infor-
mation. Hommel said that 
there are several easy ways to 
protect oneself from fraud. 
First off, if the offer being 
made by the person on the 
other end of the phone is too 
good to be true, it probably is. 
Another tip is to not trust 
caller ID. Even if it is a 
Wrangell number that the 
scammer is calling from, 
phone numbers are easy to 
fake. Go to Google and search 
the person/organization that 
is calling to ask for personal in-
formation, if one has doubts. 
Finally, when in doubt, talk to 
family, friends, or people at the 
bank before giving away any 
account numbers or making 
any withdrawals.  

Larry Gamez, development 
and construction operations 
manager for the THRHA, 
spoke about home mainte-
nance. Taking care of one’s 
home is a good way to save 
money, Gamez said. With a lit-
tle preventative maintenance 
and up-front expenses, home-
owners can avoid major costs 
in the long run. It is better to 
handle minor repairs now than 
major repairs later, he said. 

“Preventatively watch and 
repair your caulking around 
the base of your toilet, easy 
fix,” he gave as an example. 
“$10 for a tube of caulking and 

$10 caulking gun, easy fix, $20.  
Emergency repair months 
later: Damaged vinyl and vinyl 
repair, caulking, and labor. 
Might have to have someone 
come in there and do that, 
$320. If times goes on and you 
wait for this leaky toilet to leak 
for a couple years, now you 
got a situation … There’s 
$1,000.” 

Of course, not every  
homeowner will have the 
skills necessary to make a  
repair themselves. When a 
contractor is needed, Gamez 
had some suggestions on how 
to avoid getting cheated. The 
first step is to simply ask 
friends and family for  
recommendations on who to 
hire. Another good step is to 
get at least three written esti-
mates from different contrac-
tors, to see who would be the 
most affordable. Get a written 
agreement before any work be-
gins, and do not be afraid to 
ask to see the contractor’s li-
censing. Lastly, he said, never 
make a full payment until the 
work is complete. It is not un-
common to make a down pay-
ment, but the full expense 
should be paid only after the 
job is done. 

Gamez went on to say that 
homeowners should routinely 
check their homes for any 
areas in need of maintenance. 
Everything from crawl spaces 
under the house to chimneys 
and rooftops should be exam-
ined for any damage, weather-
ing, or other problems. Electric 
outlets, sinks, floors, and basi-
cally every other inch of the 
house should be checked. The 
sooner problems can be 
caught, the more likely it will 
be for a cheap fix. Dry rot is 
something homeowners 
should be on the lookout for, 
he added, especially in this re-
gion. 

“Dry rot in Southeast 
Alaska is major. It’s always 
going to be a repair,” he said.

Love Reading Old Wrangell Sentinel Newspapers?

Irene Ingle Public Library 
is accepting donations to digitally 

archive old issues of  
the Wrangell Sentinel. 

 
Why should you care? 

- GENEALOGICAL SEARCHES 
- HISTORIC RESEARCH 

 
Donations can be sent to:  

Irene Ingle Public Library,  
PO Box 679, Wrangell, AK 99929

Ad space donated by the Wrangell Sentinel
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15% off ALL ELECTRONICS 
10% Off APPLANCES 

MANY IN STORE SPECIALS TOO! 
COME IN AND CHECK OUT THE SAVINGS

907-874-3811                       www.bunessbros.com

BUNESS BROS INC. 
Tax Free Day Sale!

30% off  
Regular Priced  
FURNITURE 
MANY items marked down more

Honda 2.3HP & 8HP OUTBOARD

SPECIAL  
PRICING ON

Ottesen's TOOttesen's Tax Free Sale Ottesen's Tax Free Sale Ottesen's Tax Free Sale Ottesen's Tax Free Sale Ottesen's Tax Free Sale Ottesen's Tax Free Sale Ottesen's Tax Free Sale Ottesen's Tax Free Sale Ottesen's Tax Free Sale Ottesen's Tax Free Sale ax FrOttesen's Tax Free Sale Ottesen's Tax Free Sale Ottesen's Tax Free Sale Ottesen's Tax Free Sale Ottesen's Tax Free Sale ee Sale Ottesen's Tax Free Sale Ottesen's Tax Free Sale Ottesen's Tax Free Sale Ottesen's Tax Free Sale Ottesen's Tax Free Sale Ottesen's Tax Free Sale Ottesen's Tax Free Sale Ottesen's Tax Free Sale 
Saturday, May 4 

 
20% of220% of f20% of f20% of f20% of f20% of ff20% of f20% of220% of f20% of f20% of f20% of f20% of ff20% of f  

Exclusions apply • See store for details 
All sales tax free

regular priced items

Regular Hours  
Mon. - Sat. 8:00 a.m. - 6 p.m. & Sun. 10 a.m. - 3 p.m. 

Phone: 874-3377 
www.ottesenstruevalue.com

            SENTRY Hardware & Marine 
08 FRONT ST. WRANGELL  

TOLL-FREE  IN ALASKA 800-478-3334    Ph: (907) 874-3336   

Tax Free Day Sale!! 
Saturday, May 4th 
8:00 am - 6:00 pm 

Plants and shrubs not included. Excludes in store specials 
NO rain checks 

25% off Storewide + NO TAX 
= 32% OFF

 Tax Free Day
Saturday, May 4  

10% off  Anything over $2

Stikine Drug
‘A free enterprise business model’

874-3422

Wolverines player Daniel Harrison (No. 43) served as the team’s first pitcher in their opening game last Saturday morning. While 
Harrison and the rest of the Wolverines played hard, the Cubs were able to take the first win of the season with a score of 19-12. How-
ever, the Wolverines were able to come back on their second game the following Monday, winning that game 14-11.

Both major league teams take a win  
in opening week of baseball season

By CALEB VIERKANT 
Sentinel writer 

The days are growing longer, the temperature is increasing, and 
the flowers are in bloom. Spring is here, and so is baseball season. 

The Wrangell Little League held its opening ceremony to this 
year’s baseball season at Volunteer Park last Saturday morning. 
Over 100 kids are participating in little league this year, amongst 
all the divisions. There are two teams in the major league division, 
for kids from the ages of 9 to 12: The Cubs and the Wolverines. The 
minor league division, for kids between 7-years-old and 11-years 
old, are called the Sharks, the Rays, and the Bears. Lastly, there are 
four T-ball teams participating in little league this year called the 
Falcons, the Thunder, the Braves, and the Lightning.  

Della Churchill (No. 28) of the Cubs sang The Star Spangled 
Banner to open the ceremony. The ceremonial first pitch of the sea-
son was thrown by Bonnie Stutz. Stutz has worked with the 
Wrangell Little League for 25 years, she said, as a coach and mem-
ber of the league board. While she is not as involved these days, 
she said she still comes by to watch the games. 

“I’m glad to see some of the kids I used to coach are out here 
coaching their kids now,” Stutz said. 

Immediately after the opening ceremony, the major league held 
its first game of the season. The Cubs took the lead early on, the 
first score of the entire season made by Aubrey Wynne (No. 8.) The 
Wolverines attempted a comeback after the early setback, but were 

unable to fully catch up. The Cubs won their first game with a score 
of 19 to 12. 

“It’s an exciting time of year to get the kids out here and bring 
all the families and everybody together,” Cubs Coach Mike Barnes 
said. “Baseball is a fun thing for the community, it’s just exciting. 
This has been going on in Wrangell for a long time. A lot of us as 
young men, young boys, got to be coached by Bonnie Stutz. It’s ex-
citing to see her out here today. She’s a legend and a staple in the 
Wrangell Little League community.” 

While the Wolverines were not able to pull off a victory on Sat-
urday, they rallied the following Monday, April 29, for their second 
game. Like the first game, the Cubs were able to take an early lead. 
By the end of the second inning, the score was 11 to 3, with the 
Cubs in the lead. However, over the third and fourth innings, the 
Wolverines pulled it together and began making run after run. 
When the game was called at 8 p.m. that night, they had pulled 
ahead and claimed a victory with a score of 14 to 11. Dave Wilson, 
Wolverines coach, said he was very proud of his team’s perform-
ance. 

“We’re seeing improvement with every game, and it looks really 
good,” said Wilson. 

The baseball season will run until June for the major and minor 
league divisions, with generally two games a week. T-ball will run 
through May. All teams will be invited to an “end of season” picnic 
on June 15.

By CALEB VIERKANT 
Sentinel writer 

From superheroes to  
science fiction, from cartoon 
characters to thought-provok-
ing stories, for any fan of any 
genre there is likely a comic 
book. The characters and sto-
ries that have become such an 
integral part of modern enter-
tainment often got their begin-
nings in comic books. Batman, 
arguably one of the world’s 
best-known superheroes, first 
appeared in 1939 in the pages 
of a comic book.  

For those in Wrangell who 
like comic books, the Little 
Free Library on Case Avenue 
will have free comics to give 
away this Saturday. 

“I love comics, I’m a huge 
nerd, you know. I like  
superheroes and those kind  
of things,” said Aleisha 
Mollen. 

The giveaway is a part of 
Free Library Day, according to 
Mollen, who started 
Wrangell’s Little Free Library 
about two years ago. Free  
Library Day is a holiday that 
occurs on the first Saturday of 
May every year, where partici-
pating shops will give away 
comic books for free. As 
Wrangell does not have its 
own comic book store, Mollen 
said she was able to apply to 
receive free comics to give 
away. When she first applied, 
back in February, she said she 

was only expecting to receive 
about 150 comics. Instead she 
has over 400 to hand out, and 
she is excited to share her love 
of comics with others in town. 
She also mentioned how comic 
books can be useful for educa-
tional purposes. 

“Comics are fun,” Mollen 
said. “Some kids won’t read 
Moby Dick, or they won’t read 
a huge book. It’s intimidating 
and they just aren’t interested. 
So if you can spark an interest 
in reading through comic 
books, they’re still getting the 
experience of reading and 
building those skills, but it’s 
something that they enjoy.” 

While Mollen received 
more comics than expected, 

she did ask that people stop-
ping by the Little Free  
Library be courteous of others 
in town who may want comics, 
and limit their selection to one 
or two comic books.  
Depending on turnout, she 
said she might allow people to 
pick out three or four. While 
many of the comics are geared 
toward younger audiences, 
Mollen said that there is some-
thing for people of any age. 
The comics will be available 
for pickup from 9 a.m. to 1 
p.m. Afterwards, Mollen said 
she will leave whatever is left-
over in the Little Free Library. 

To learn more about Free 
Comic Book Day, visit 
www.freecomicbookday.com.

Free comic books at Little Free Library this Saturday
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