
By Marc Lutz
Sentinel editor

With energy usually reserved 
for sports competitions, middle 
school students cheered and 
clapped for their classmates em-
broiled in a battle of words.

That is, how to spell them 
correctly.

Stikine Middle School held its 
first spelling bee in three years 
on April 12 in the high school 
gym. At stake were bragging 
rights and a $50 gift certificate for 
J&W’s Fast Food. All that stood 
between students and glory 
were words like fiesta, shingles, 
normality and battlement.

The rules were simple. Stu-
dents were not eliminated un-
less they misspelled two words. 
To win the bee, a student would 
have to spell two words correct-
ly in a row.

During the first round, sixth 
grader Gavin Hunt was the only 
one to incorrectly spell a word, 
which was fiesta, but he held on 
until round three when he mis-
spelled energetic. Other class-
mates stumbled on words like 
preserve, vanilla and reevaluate. 

Some students sped through 
words with ease, some took 
their time, thinking each word 
through before speaking. The 
competition continued for 30 
minutes, with the audience rapt 
on each contestant’s turn. 

“Wait. Are these getting 
harder,” asked sixth grader 
Silje Morse.

In the end, it came down to 
seventh grader Andrei Siekaw-
itch and eighth grader Clara 
Edens. Andrei spelled suffrage 
correctly. Clara was given rou-
lette, which she spelled with one 
T. Andrei was given precipice, 
spelling it correctly and winning 
the bee. 

The nine contestants had to 
earn their way into the bee.

“We had three weeks of prac-
tice, twice a week, and they had 
to show up for 30-minute prac-
tice,” said Jim Brooks, the teach-
er who ran the spelling bee. 
“The practices were basically 
little competitions, so they could 

get used to the format. If they 
made three out of six, they were 
eligible for the competition.”

Brooks said the middle 
school has held the bee since 
1998 except for the past three 
years. High school junior Paige 
Baggen was the last person to 
win the bee before the hiatus.

Wrangell, Alaska
April 20, 2022

Volume 120, Number 16 Oldest Continuously Published Newspaper in Alaska 16 Pages      $1.50

Restauranteur has 
passion for Asian 

cuisine, Page 7 

By Sarah aSLaM

Sentinel reporter
The borough assembly has postponed for the second 

time a decision on a proposed increase in water rates, 
and is now considering a 30% boost instead of the 21% 
rate hike originally suggested by staff.

 The assembly last month delayed a decision on the 
21% rate increase after several members said they want-
ed to hear more public comment on the issue.

At the April 12 assembly meeting, Assemblymember 
David Powell said he doesn’t put much stock in future 
assemblies honoring the incremental rate increases over 
several years included in the original proposal. To en-
sure adequate funding for the water services budget, 
which is supposed to be self-supporting, he proposed 
amending the ordinance to apply a 30% increase this 
year, without the staggered increases.

After a 21% increase this spring, the original proposed 

ordinance had called for annual rate hikes of 5%, 3%, 2% 
and 2% through July 2026.

Water rates last increased in 2019.
The assembly on March 22 approved a staggered fee 

increase in sewage services, effective in May. This year’s 
21% hike in sewage rates will take the monthly fee for a 
single-family residence from $40.74 to $49.30.

The rate increases will allow the department to start 
saving for anticipated changes in state and federal re-
quirements for treating sewage and wastewater. The 
state and federal governments “are very likely to re-
quire disinfection” of outflows from Wrangell’s sewage 
system, Public Works Director Tom Wetor wrote in a 
report for the assembly last month.

Such an upgrade could cost several million dollars.
“Secondary treatment also seems to be a realistic require-

ment as well,” borough staff reported to the assembly.
Powell said in addition to being spread apart and 

taking too long, the proposed fee increase for water ser-

vices starting with 21% isn’t enough. He cited a letter 
from Chamber of Commerce Executive Director Brittani 
Robbins, which she submitted as part of the public com-
ment on the ordinance. 

“The change in fees needs to happen, and honestly it 
needs to happen at a more aggressive rate than what has 
been proposed,” Robbins wrote to the assembly. “While 
I understand the concern for community members with 
everything else rising, if we don’t start accruing in the 
places needed, Wrangell will either be in massive debt to 
loan companies or Wrangell will just simply fall apart.”

A 30% increase in water rates will be discussed at the 
April 26 assembly meeting. 

If adopted by the assembly at 30%, the residential rate 
for unmetered water service would increase by $14.15 
to $61.30 a month.

The previous suggested increase would have raised 

Assembly postpones 21% water rate increase, mulls 30%
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From left: Jackson Carney and Andrei Siekawitch listen as Clara Edens asks for clarification on a 
word during a middle school spelling bee April 12. Clara came in second to Andrei, who won with 
the word “precipice.”

Spelling bee crowns first C-H-A-M-P-I-O-N in three years

By Sarah aSLaM
Sentinel reporter

Wrangell’s Marine Service Center has 
seen a 20% to 30% increase in haul-out re-
quests after Sitka’s boatyard closed April 1.

“We’ve been getting overflow from Sitka 
since February,” Port Director Steve Mill-
er said April 13. Normally the busy time 
starts April, May and June, “but we’ve 
been going hard since the first of March.”

 Like most people in need of a haul-out, a 
lot of the Sitka boat owners are looking for 
a fresh set of zincs on the bottom of their 
vessels to prevent corrosion and a pressure 
wash. “We call it a shave and a haircut,” 
Miller said.

Halibut Point Marine Services in Sitka 
operated haul-out services since 2005, said 
co-owner Chris McGraw on April 14.

“In 2010, we constructed a cruise ship 

dock at our facility and have expanded that 
over the years,” McGraw said. “We did 
an expansion last year. With the demand 
from the cruise ships, our haul-out space 
was converted into a tourism space and we 
chose to close the boatyard.”

McGraw provided notice three years ago 
to the city of Sitka. Leaders there were try-
ing to find a solution, but hadn’t been able 
to come up with an alternative, he said. 
Halibut Point Marine Services hauled out 
its final boat at the end of March. 

“We would haul about 200 boats a year,” 
McGraw said. “In April, it usually depends 
on weather … I bet you we would haul 40 
boats in the month of April, and May and 
June are definitely the busier months. Prob-
ably 75 to 100 for each of those months.”

The only two other haul-out facilities in 
Southeast with any capacity are Wrangell 
and Hoonah, he said.

“Hoonah does not have a lot of yard ca-
pacity or services. I think Wrangell is the 
only alternative for a lot of fishermen,” Mc-
Graw said.

Halibut Point Marine Services owns and 
operates the cruise ship port, which can ac-
commodate two cruise ships at a time. Mc-
Graw has a subsidiary company, Adven-
ture Sitka, which operates three tour boats 
to take cruise ship passengers on excursions.

“For this summer, we have around 210 
ship calls, 400,000 passengers expected, 
nobody knows if the ships are full yet,” 
McGraw said. “We have some uplands fa-
cilities for retail, food and beverage, and all 
of this is constructed where the boatyard 
used to be.”

Kelly Ellis, co-owner of boat repair com-
pany Wrangell Boatshop said she hasn’t 

Sitka boatyard closure leads to more work in Wrangell
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Sentinel staff and 
The Associated Press

Just hours after a federal court 
judge voided the federal face 
mask mandate for air travel 
and other public transportation, 
Alaska Airlines, United Airlines 
and American Airlines on Mon-
day afternoon said masks would 
be optional on their flights.

Other airlines are expected to 
follow suit.

Alaska Airlines said in a state-
ment that because of the judicial 
decision, passengers and em-
ployees effective immediately 
would have the option to wear a 
mask while traveling in the U.S.

“While we are glad this means 
many of us get to see your smil-
ing faces, we understand some 
might have mixed feelings,” the 
statement said. “Please remem-
ber to be kind to one another 
and that wearing a mask while 
traveling is still an option.”

The decision Monday by U.S. 
District Judge Kathryn Kimball 
Mizelle in Tampa, an appoin-
tee of former President Don-
ald Trump, found that federal 
health officials had exceeded 
their authority in their response 
to the coronavirus pandemic.

“Because our system does not 
permit agencies to act unlawful-
ly even in pursuit of desirable 
ends, the court declares unlaw-
ful and vacates the mask man-
date,” the judge wrote.

The mandate, recently extend-
ed by the U.S. Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention to 
May 3, covered transportation 
aboard airplanes, trains, city sub-
ways and ride-sharing vehicles.

The White House on Monday 
said the mask order “is not in ef-
fect at this time.”

The CDC implemented the 
mandate in early 2021 in an effort 
to curb the spread of COVID-19. 
Alaska Airlines has required 
masks on flights since May 2020.

The CDC last week extended 
the mandate  to provide more 

Alaska
joins airlines
in dropping
face mask
requirement
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Northbound    Southbound

Friday, April 22   Monday, April 25
Matanuska, 4:45 p.m.  Matanuska, 8:30 a.m.
Friday, April 29  Monday, May 2
Matanuska, 6:45 p.m.   Matanuska, 8 a.m.
Friday, May 6   Monday, May 9
Matanuska, 5:45 p.m.  Matanuska, 9 a.m.
Friday, May 13  Monday, May 16
Matanuska, 5:45 p.m.  Matanuska, 7:15 a.m.

Ferry Schedule

All times listed are scheduled departure times.  
Call the terminal at 907-874-2021 for information  

or call 907-874-3711 or 800-642-0066 for recorded information.

Birthdays & Anniversaries
The Sentinel extends its best wishes to the following people listed 
on the Wrangell Chamber of Commerce Community Scholarship 
Birthday Calendar. 

Wednesday, April 20: Kalin Kohrt, Odile Meister, 
Liam McCloskey.

Thursday, April 21: Kem Haggard, Conan 
Schwerin; Anniversary: David and Kimberly Powell.

Friday, April 22: Rusty Hayes, Rosslyn Elizabeth 
Nore; Anniversary: Christian and Michelle Beaghoff.

Saturday, April 23: Chris Haggard, Andrew 
Guggenbickler.

Sunday, April 24: Tommy Brown Jr., Kim Covalt, 
Jamie Reading.

Monday, April 25: Charlie Sumner.
Tuesday, April 26: Alex Rooney.
Wednesday, April 27: Emily Cummings, Traci 

Davidson, Greg Meissner, Tyson Messmer.

Senior Center Menu 
Open for in-person dining. 
Must be fully vaccinated.

Thursday, April 21
Oven-baked chicken, broccoli, 

carrot and pineapple salad, garlic bread
Friday, April 22

Chicken adobo, oriental vegetables, 
honey orange salad, rice

Monday, April 25
Roast pork, steamed carrots, 

honey mustard coleslaw, 
mashed potatoes and gravy

Tuesday, April 26
New England clam chowder,
cheese and tomato sandwich, 

romaine and radish salad
Wednesday, April 27

Beef paprika with rice, butternut squash,
sliced bananas and oranges

Please call the senior center at 907-874-2066 24 hours in 
advance to reserve a seat at lunch at the center or to request 

delivery. The senior van also is available to transport seniors 
to medical appointments, reasonable errands such as collect-

ing mail,  getting prescriptions or other essential items.

Tides

High Tides Low Tides
 AM  PM                         AM                           PM
 Time Ft Time Ft           Time     Ft Time Ft
April 20     03:33    18.0    04:35    14.5     10:03    -2.3    10:02     3.3
April 21     04:17    17.1    05:33    13.3     10:56    -1.3     10:56     4.5
April 22     05:12    15.8    06:47    12.5     11:58     -0.1     . . . .        . . . 
April 23     06:25    14.4    08:15    12.6     00:05     5.5     01:12     0.9
April 24     08:00    13.7    09:31    13.5     01:35     5.8     02:35     1.3
April 25     09:28    14.4    10:30    14.8     03:13     5.1     03:52     1.2
April 26     10:37    14.7    11:19    16.0     04:33     3.5     04:53     0.8

April 20, 1922
Messrs. Hansen and Lys-

tad arrived here from Seattle 
recently and will enter the 
mild-curing seafood business. 
They will be located where 
the Ripley Fish Co. formerly 
had its station, and they will 
also have a scow near Shakes 
Island where the shrimp can-
nery was recently in opera-
tion. This firm will ship salm-
on and trout. Both members 
of the firm are old-timers in 
Alaska, and are by no means 
new in the fish business. 
Wrangell welcomes this new 
firm and there is every reason 
to believe that their venture 
will be a success.

April 18, 1947
George Sumption, local 

businessman, this week an-
nounced the sale of his inter-
est in the Reliance Shrimp Co. 
to John Sivertsen, of Wrangell. 
Sumption and his father, Joe 
Sumption, came to Wrangell 
in 1925 and established the 
Reliance Shrimp Co. Sump-
tion said he will remain to 
help out the new owner and 
in the fall will go south for 
an extended vacation. After 
the first of next year he will 
return to Wrangell to assist 
in the operation of The City 
Store, in which he is in part-
nership with Howard Baltzo. 
Siversten, the new partner 
in the shrimp cannery with 
Neil Grant, is well known in 
Wrangell. He returned re-
cently from 52 months with 
the Navy. Most of the time 
he served during the war was 
spent in the Aleutians and 
South Pacific. Siverstsen has 
been in Wrangell since 1925. 
He has been engaged in the 
fishing industry for many 
years, commercial fishing and 
also as captain of cannery ten-
ders.

April 21, 1972
Mayor Don House will offi-

ciate the groundbreaking cer-
emonies at 10 a.m. at the site 
of the new Salvation Army 
Corps headquarters on Zimov-
ia Highway. Capt. Gary Soud-
ers said a chapel, recreation, 
crafts and meeting building 
will be built on the land in 
July by a crew of Salvation 
Army volunteers from Soud-
ers’ home town of Oakland, 

California and local members. 
The Rev. Peter Gorges, pastor 
of St. Rose of Lima Catholic 
Church, will give the invoca-
tion at the groundbreaking 
and the mayor and others are 
scheduled to turn first earth 
with special shovels. Souders 
said construction of the foun-
dation for the building will 
begin soon.

April 17, 1997
About 70 parents, teach-

ers, students and community 
members descended on Tues-
day evening’s school board 
meeting to show their sup-
port for music teacher Ron 
Horner, whose bid for tenure 
had so far drawn no action 
from the board. Supporters 
feared that losing Horner 
would mean the collapse of 
the school band and choir 
programs, which he had built 
up over the past two years. A 
petition with the names of 83 
supporters was presented to 
the board. In addition, board 
president Bob Caldwell said 
all the board members had 
received many calls on the 
matter over the weekend. 
By a vote of 3-1, the board 
agreed to retain Horner for 
next year. The action drew 
applause from the audience. 
Caldwell reminded the crowd 
that retention of all four 
non-tenured teachers (includ-
ing three already approved: 
Patti Gilbert, Scott McKay 
and Lenny Church) depends 
on city council passage of the 
school district budget.

Wrangell Roundup:
Special Events

ALASKA DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES is hosting a free boating safety course at 
the swimming pool from 6 to 7 p.m. Thursday. All ages are welcome; children under 7 must have 
an adult in the water with them. Space is limited. Call 907-269-8705 or email kosette.isakson@alaska.
gov to sign up.

WCA IGA is hosting a community cleanup from 8:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. Saturday. Meet at the covered 
basketball court next to Evergreen Elementary School. Bags and gloves will be provided. Sack 
lunches will be available around noon. The announcement of cash prizes will be held about 12:15 
p.m.

ST. PHILIP’s EPISCOPAL CHURCH will hold an Earth Day walk at 9 a.m. Saturday around the 
Volunteer Trail. Meet at the trail entrance. Open to all.

NOLAN CENTER THEATER presents “Dog,” rated PG-13, at 7 p.m. Friday and 4 p.m. Saturday. 
Tickets are $7 for adults, $5 for children under age 12, for the comedy film that runs one hour and 41 
minutes. Children under 12 must be accompanied by an adult.

AMERICAN LEGION AUXILIARY No. 6 will meet at 5:30 p.m. next Tuesday at the Legion Hall for 
the May meeting. Meet and greet newly elected officers after the meeting.

IRENE INGLE PUBLIC LIBRARY will hold Story Time every Friday at 11 a.m via Zoom. Meeting 
ID: 935 4298 0052; passcode 8743535.

WRANGELL PARKS & REC is offering multiple activities and programs to get your body moving. 
For more information on any of the activities visit www.wrangellrec.com or call 907-874-2444.

Want more attendance at your meeting or event? Send information for Roundup to wrgsent@gmail.com or 
call 907-874-2301. Or go to the Sentinel website, click on the Calendar tab, and submit your entry online.

Daylight
Hours
Date       Sunrise      Sunset    Daylight
April 20               5:29a          8:08p         14:38h
April 21               5:27a          8:10p         14:43h
April 22               5:24a          8:12p         14:48h
April 23               5:22a          8:14p         14:52h
April 24               5:19a          8:16p         14:57h
April 25               5:17a          8:18p         15:01h
April 26               5:14a          8:21p         15:06h

Continuing Events
PARKS and RECREATION www.wrangellrec.com

Open swim is open by appointment, at reduced capacity. Locker rooms are available. 
Arthritis class, 8:30 - 9:30 a.m., Monday, Wednesday, Friday 
Lap swim, 6 - 7:30 a.m. Monday, Wednesday, Friday 
Lap/tot swim, 11:30 a.m. - 1 p.m., weekdays, 5:15 - 6:15 p.m. Tuesday, Thursday,  and 11 a.m. to 
12:30 p.m. Saturday 
Open swim, 6 - 7 p.m. Monday and Wednesday;  6:30 - 8 p.m. Friday; 1 - 2 p.m. Saturday 
Water aerobics class, 10 - 11 a.m. Monday, Wednesday, Friday

Weight room: 6 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. and 3:30 - 7:30 p.m. Monday through Thursday; 6 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. 
and 3:30 - 8:30 p.m. Friday; 10 a.m. - 2:30 p.m. Saturday

AA Meetings: North Star Group meets from 7 to 8 p.m. Tuesdays and Fridays, St. Philip’s Episcopal 
Church.

The Way We Were In the Sentinel 100, 75, 50 and 25 years ago.
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By Sarah aSLaM
Sentinel reporter

The borough assembly has re-
jected a staff proposal to remove 
the cap on sales taxes payable 
on individual purchases. Drop-
ping the limitation, which shuts 
off Wrangell’s 7% sales tax on 
the purchase price above $3,000, 
could have generated an esti-
mated $500,000 a year in addi-
tional revenue for the borough.

The assembly April 12 accept-
ed moving to second reading 
the other provisions of the or-
dinance that would make some 
administrative changes to the 
sales tax code, but deleted the 
change to the tax cap.

The ordinance is scheduled 
for a public hearing at the April 
26 assembly meeting.

The tax limit does not affect 
smaller purchases but is an is-
sue for larger items, such as 
outboard motors, appliances 
and services bills, such as work 

at the Marine Service Center. 
Wrangell’s sales tax applies to 
services, as well as goods.

Assembly member David 
Powell, who manages The 
Bay Co., a marine and outdoor 
equipment retailer, spoke out at 
the April 12 meeting against the 
provision to remove the tax cap. 
He said it would unfairly target 
his business and others in the 
marine service industry.

The taxable limit in borough 
code had been $1,500 until 2019, 
when it was increased to $3,000.

Most of the more than 100 
cities and boroughs in Alaska 
have some limitation on sales 
taxes on big-ticket items, rang-
ing from their local tax shutting 
off after a few hundreds ofthe 
purchase price to several thou-
sand dollars.

Removing Wrangell’s $3,000 
cap “will not influence the ev-
eryday consumer, but it will 
result in increased revenue from 

big-ticket items and services 
(i.e., marine fabrication, con-
struction, etc.),” Finance Direc-
tor Mason Villarma stated in his 
summary of the ordinance for 
the assembly.

“With projected costs rising 
for the borough in the fiscal year 
2023 budget (starting July 1) and 
decreases in other vital revenue 
streams like property taxes, this 
ordinance gives the borough the 
resources to address deferred 
maintenance, keep up with infla-
tion and save for future essential 
capital projects,” Villarma stated.

In a presentation to the as-
sembly in February, Villarma 
reported that removing the lim-
itation on taxable sales could 
raise almost $500,000 a year for 
the borough, about a 15% boost 
in sales tax revenues.

 A remaining provision of the 
ordinance going before the as-
sembly April 26 would change 
how the borough divvies up 

sales tax revenues. Currently, 
28% goes to bond debt, schools 
and sewage projects, with 4% 
for streets and sidewalks, and 
68% to the general fund. If ap-
proved, the ordinance would 
change the allocation to 20% 
toward bond debt and schools, 

with 80% to the general fund.
“General fund money can be 

used for any purpose appropri-
ated by the assembly, creating 
more freedom in addressing 
pressing priorities for the bor-
ough,” Villarma wrote in his ex-
planation of the ordinance.

WMC Foundation offers  

A REIMBURSEMENT GRANT  

www.wmccancercare.com

UP TO $1200 YEARLY 
for individuals traveling  
outside their community 

 for cancer care. 

By Larry PerSiLy
Sentinel writer

With more than 260 would-be ferry 
passengers stuck on a waitlist for travel 
out of Bellingham, Washington, and sail-
ings full until late July, the Alaska Ma-
rine Highway System has scheduled an 
extra run of the Matanuska to bring the 
people and their vehicles to the state.

The additional sailing is scheduled to 
leave Bellingham on May 25.

There was time in the ship’s schedule, 
which ferry management had been hold-
ing open in hopes the Matanuska could 
restart service that week to Prince Ru-
pert, British Columbia, after being gone 
from the Canadian port for almost three 
years.

But delays in making arrangements 
for U.S. and Canadian customs clearance 
and operations at the port moved the 
resumption of Prince Rupert service to 
June, leaving time for the Matanuska to 
make the extra sailing to Bellingham in 
May.

The Alaska Marine Highway System 
sees heavy demand “for the Bellingham 
sailings in the spring as people traveling 
to Alaska return home, report to jobs, 
visit family or move their households,” 
the state said in its announcement last 
Friday, explaining the growing waitlist.

The ferry system anticipates the extra 
sailing “will fill up quickly, as there is no 
other mainline space available until late 

July on the Matanuska, and late August 
on the Kennicott.”

The Kennicott, which is scheduled for 
11 trips to Bellingham this summer on its 
cross-gulf sailings that include stops in 
Ketchikan and Juneau, is scheduled to 
get back to work this weekend after win-
ter maintenance.

By using open days in the Matanus-
ka’s schedule, the one-time disruption 
to travelers in Southeast the week of the 

extra Bellingham sailing will be minimal 
and they will be rescheduled, the ferry 
system said.

The 450-passenger Matanuska oper-
ates a weekly round-trip between Bell-
ingham and Southeast Alaska. The fer-
ry system had been looking forward to 
bringing back the system’s largest ferry, 
the Columbia, to add additional weekly 
service to Bellingham this summer. But 
after being taken out of service in the fall 

of 2019 for repairs and to save money, 
the ship remains tied up in Ketchikan as 
the state has been unsuccessful in hiring 
enough crew to put the vessel back to 
work.

“We’re not ready to make a statement 
on the Columbia at this time,” Sam Dap-
cevich, state Department of Transporta-
tion spokesman, said last Friday.

Pending a decision whether to operate 
the Columbia at all this year, the state 
has not been accepting reservations on 
the ship, though it had announced eight 
months ago it hoped the ferry would go 
back to work in May.

Scheduling issues aside, the Marine 
Highway System reported it is “expect-
ing a strong summer season as the econ-
omy picks up and people start to return 
to travel.” The ferry system’s marketing 
staff “are forecasting RV traffic will in-
crease significantly this summer.” Health 
concerns and travel restrictions cut deep-
ly into passenger and vehicle loads the 
past two years.

And despite high gasoline and diesel 
prices causing concerns that people may 
not want to take long road trips this sum-
mer, the Marine Highway System, which 
operates with a state subsidy, said its 
rates for trucks and RVs on the vehicle 
deck may turn out to be cheaper in some 
cases than shipping by barge from Puget 
Sound to Southeast Alaska after factor-
ing in barge company fuel surcharges.

Extra ferry sailing will pick up waitlist travelers in Bellingham

Assembly rejects proposal to remove cap on taxable sales

PHOTO BY MARC LUTZ/WRANGELL SENTINEL
The Matanuska leaves Wrangell on April 11 for a southbound run. An additional sail-
ing is being added on May 25 from Bellingham, Washington, for waitlisted passen-
gers.

By Sarah aSLaM

and Larry PerSiLy

Sentinel reporters
The community is short of public re-

strooms near the City Dock and could be 
short port security staff this summer if 
people don’t apply for the jobs soon.

One is an immediate concern, while 
the restroom shortage requires a lon-
ger-term solution.

Tour operators and borough officials 
met last Wednesday to discuss the up-
coming visitor season, which could be 
a challenge for borough staff and tour-
ism operators, said Port Director Steve 
Miller.

“Finding a driver, finding security. No 
one is applying for the jobs,” he said.

“I haven’t jumped on that yet to 
figure out the amount of crew I al-
ready have and how we’re going to go 
through it,” he said. “For the normal 
guys that I have on my crew, they’re 
already doing everything that needs 
taking care of at the harbor. It’s hard 
to break them off to do ship security 
when they are supposed to be greet-
ing passengers. We’ll see how it rolls 
out. We know everyone is complain-
ing about the same thing, and it’s not 
finding enough workers.” 

Last week’s meeting opened with a 
familiar topic: Not enough public re-

strooms downtown.
Brenda Schwartz-Yeager said the 

shortage of public restrooms often comes 
up at tourism planning sessions. She 
owns Alaska Charters & Adventures 
with husband John Yeager.

“We have some really good long-term 
solutions,” such as building permanent 
facilities as part of the community’s port 
development plan, she said Monday. 
“That’s very long term and very expen-
sive.”

The borough-maintained public re-
strooms building behind the Elks Lodge 
is small, and not real close to the dock, 
Schwartz-Yaeger said. Visitors getting 
off cruise ships at the dock and climbing 
aboard buses or vans for tours and char-
ter boats need access to restrooms near-
by, she said.

The borough will look at positioning 
its portable toilets near the dock this 
summer, though the limited number of 
units may not be available depending on 
their use at other sites and events, Carol 
Rushmore, the borough’s economic de-
velopment director, said Monday.

Access to public restrooms in cruise 
ship towns “is always a huge issue,” she 
said. “There is no magical answer.”

Sitka this summer is offering grants of 
$1,000 or more to businesses and other 
entities that will open their bathrooms to 
the public. The community is expecting 

cruise ships with capacity to carry close 
to half-a-million passengers this sum-
mer, more than double the pre-COVID 
year of 2019.

Wrangell could receive almost 19,000 
cruise ship passengers this summer, if 
all of the ships scheduled to call on the 
community are full. The first ship is 
scheduled to arrive May 12; the Ocean 
Victory, with accommodations for 200 
passengers.

Reaching full staffing at tourism-relat-
ed businesses also is a concern this sum-
mer. It’s an issue throughout Southeast, 
as cruise ship traffic rebounds after two 

summers of pandemic closures, Rush-
more said. In Wrangell, one concern is 
having enough fill-in staff to help cover 
on busy days or when regular staff is out.

Yeager said the outlook is good for the 
couple’s business, which Schwartz-Yea-
ger began in 1989. This will be the 18th 
year Yeager has been a captain and 
guide. The couple is beginning to see 
their tours fill up.

“July 3 and (July) 4, when a couple of 
ships are in, that will be tricky,” he said, 
noting that Wrangell’s tour and charter 
operators are “more than willing and 
capable to work together” to handle 
booking requests. “We’ve proven that 
in the past. We have a great group of 
people down there. We have to do the 
best we can do.”

While tour operators don’t have 
much of a say in the cruise ship sched-
uling, they’ve learned to accommodate 
it, he said.

“If we don’t address some of that in-
frastructure like restroom facilities, and 
maybe even with the port, expanding 
dock space … that might be a problem, 
but I won’t get nervous about it until 
we see an increase in cruise ship stops,” 
Yaeger said. “I think we have the abili-
ty to deal with the cruise ships we have 
coming up.”

Borough and tour operators get ready for upcoming visitor season

“If we don’t address some 
of that infrastructure like 
restroom facilities, and maybe 
even with the port, expanding 
dock space ... that might be 
a problem, but I won’t get 
nervous about it until we see an 
increase in cruise ship stops.”

John Yeager,
co-owner Alaska Charters

& Adventures
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By Marc Lutz
Sentinel editor

It seemed like a good idea at the 
time. 

Whipping up a dessert to do-
nate for a fundraiser should be a 
fun experience, but like every cre-
ative endeavor, I end up being too 
hard on myself, cooking the joy 
out of baking. 

A few months back, Amber 
Armstrong, our office manager, 
asked if I wanted to donate a des-
sert of my making to a chamber 
of commerce event. I responded 
that I’d be happy to before I had a 
chance to think it through. Would 
I have the time? What would I 
make? Why me?

Oh, yeah. I bake all manner of 
desserts and then share them with 
everyone, that’s why.

It started when I was about 7 
years old. My mom baked and 
cooked all the time. At family 
gatherings, she felt it was her duty 
to make everyone their favorite 
pie. She made apple, cherry, ba-
nana cream, chocolate, lemon me-
ringue, pumpkin and any others 
that were desired. Even if there 
were only a few people coming 
over, she still baked at least five 

pies. I knew at that early age that 
I wanted to bake.

When I was 8, I asked for an 
Easy-Bake Oven for Christmas. 
For the uninitiated, an Easy-Bake 
Oven is a small oven that’s heated 
with a light bulb. It comes with a 
few cake mixes and small pans 
slightly bigger than the size of a 
large cupcake.

There was no argument from 
my parents about getting their son 
a “girl’s” gift.

It’s still one of my most vivid 
memories: The Easy-Bake sat on 
the kitchen table, light bulb heat-
ing up the oven. I mixed the pow-
der from the packet with some 
water and poured it into the little 
pan. I slid it into one side of the 
device and waited. Minutes later, 
I fished the finished cake from the 
compartment. Right then, the light 
bulb burned out. My dad prom-
ised to replace it. He never did.

Years later, every time I bake 
something, I remember the 
short-lived Easy-Bake experi-
ence. Preparing a cake for the 
chamber dinner dessert auction 
was no different.

I chose an Earl Grey cake recipe 
a friend had sent me. I decided to 

make a tester cake a week before 
the dinner to make sure it was 
tasty enough. I substituted maple 
extract for vanilla. I used a lemon 
filling for the center of the cake. 
Sprinkles were involved. 

Once the tester had cooled 
enough, I gave it a taste. I had nev-
er eaten a more delicious cake in 
all my life. It was definitely a win-
ner on that front. Since the original 
frosting recipe called for lavender, 
which I opted not to use, I decided 
to color the butter cream frosting 
a light purple. Others who tried it 
loved it. That cemented it. 

Speaking of cement …
The day came to bake the cake 

for auction. Everything was going 
well until I pulled the two layers 
from the oven. They weren’t done. 
Back in they went. It took far lon-
ger to bake than the tester. When 
I finally deemed them done, there 
were still underdone bits. It would 
have to do. I was facing a deadline.

As I prepared the frosting, it 
wasn’t setting up. It was runni-
er than pancake batter. I put it 
in the fridge to help set it. That 
worked. When the cake was suf-
ficiently cooled, I began shaping 
it, preparing it for the frosting. It 

began to crumble. Then it wasn’t 
level. Then it wasn’t completely 
round. Fine, I thought, I’ll make it 
a square cake.

Geometry never was my strong 
suit, the square was more like a 
3-D trapezoid. I would shape it 
with frosting, I thought. The more 
I shaped it, the more misshapen 
it looked. I tried all the tricks my 
mom had taught me.

I ended up with what looked 
like a small cement block. With 
sprinkles. The more the frost-
ing dried, the more it looked 
like cement.

I was convinced nobody would 
want this travesty, especially 
when it was placed next to beau-
tiful apple pies, layered chocolate 
masterpieces and a multi-tiered 
cinnamon bun cake that Sweet 

Tides expertly executed.
Throughout the evening, peo-

ple bid on all the desserts, some 
fetching $35 or $50. The cinnamon 
bun cake landed a whopping 
$325. When it came time to bid on 
the cement block, I was resigned 
to taking it home. But the first bid 
came for $25. Yes, it was from my 
wife, but I’d be happy with any-
thing at that point. 

Others began bidding. 
Brittani Robbins, the chamber’s 

executive director, was one of the 
people who had tried the tester. 
She spurred on the crowd, giving 
her review of the cake. The final 
bid came in moments later at $200, 
the second highest of the night.

I decided not to give up baking 
after all.
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From the publisher editorial

By Larry PerSiLy
Publisher

Just when we thought Alaska politics couldn’t 
get any sillier, we now have so many candidates 
running for Congress that debate organizers will 
need to borrow the microphones from all the ka-
raoke bars in the state to accommodate everyone 
on the stage.

Just imagine harmonizing 48 voices in “Don’t 
Stop Believin’.”

Almost twice as many can-
didates have filed to run in the 
June primary for the late Don 
Young’s seat in the U.S. House 
than lost to the congressman in 
his unbroken streak of 25 con-
secutive election victories. If you 
believe in heaven, no doubt the 
departed congressman is upset 
that he can’t be here to take on 
all 48 challengers at the same 
time. Young always enjoyed a 
good election fight.

As if the ridiculously large 
number hasn’t attracted enough 
national attention — why stop 
at being the state with the tallest 
mountain and longest coastline 
when you can also boast the most people who 
think they belong in Congress — the notoriety of 
one name stands out like a beacon on a light-
house.

Only instead of directing Alaskans to safety, this 
beacon could lead the state right into the rocks.

Former Gov. Sarah Palin has come out of po-
litical hibernation after apparently deciding the 
highest and best use of her TV and social media 
talents is to serve in the U.S. Congress. Quite a 
step up for someone who quit as governor in 
2009.

Palin’s attention span and interest in policy 
work while governor was notoriously short, 
dismissing homework much like a high school 
student who would rather go hang out with 
friends. Instead of spending her 13 post-gover-
nor years learning about important issues like 
public finance, inflation, world affairs, global 
warming, the facts about the nation’s power 

grid, the U.S. Postal Service deficit or obsolete 
IRS computer system — or much of anything 
— Palin has focused on witty snippets of 
snideness that fill the smartphone screens of 
millions of Americans. Substance is not her 
middle name.

Just what Alaska needs in Congress: Another 
set of Twitter thumbs to hitch a ride to likes and 
followers and trending.

Just what Congress needs, an Alaskan who 
draws more laughs and controversy than respect.

Thankfully, there are 47 
other candidates for Alaskans 
to choose from in the June 
primary. Most unknown, some 
a little known, and one very 
well known. A North Pole city 
council member, whose legal 
name really is Santa Claus, also 
believes he belongs in Congress. 
At the rate Congress is handing 
out gifts from the U.S. Treasury 
these days, maybe Santa would 
be a good fit.

Besides, at least Santa had 
a purpose for changing his 
name from Thomas O’Connor 
in 2005 — to bring attention to 

children’s issues. Palin’s only purpose has been 
to bring attention to herself.

All Palin has offered so far in her campaign 
postings is to blame the far left and radical left — 
as if one left wasn’t enough to fill her campaign 
speech — and talk about freedom (good), heroes 
(even better), and the importance of public 
service (quitting, notwithstanding). Details? Nah, 
too much for a tweet.

Admittedly, she certainly knows how to punch 
the hot-button issues. Not fix anything, just hit 
the button, stand back, enjoy the cheers and 
count the supporters on a website. But does that 
deserve a seat in Congress?

Claus is not likely to win, though he will do 
well based on his namesake’s name recogni-
tion. Palin could win, and that would be about 
as welcome as a lump of coal on Christmas 
morning.

Merritt appreciative of award
I would like to thank every-

one who wrote a letter on my 
behalf to the chamber of com-
merce. I am deeply touched 
and humbled by the award I re-
ceived at the April 9 dinner.

There are so many people in 
the community who are more 
deserving, and I am over-
whelmed that I was chosen.

Thank you again for all your 
kind words, I am very honored.

Sarah Merritt

letter to the editor

Palin does not belong in Congress

“Palin’s attention span 
and interest in policy 
work while governor 
was notoriously short, 
dismissing homework 
much like a high school 
student who would 
rather go hang out with 
friends.”

Amid all the legislative debate over the size of this year’s Perma-
nent Fund dividend, the amount of state support for schools and 
loud pleas from communities across Alaska for more money for 
docks, sewage treatment plants, roads and building repairs, there 
is a bill that draws only a few people to its hearings.

Senate Bill 45, sponsored by Kodiak Senator Gary Stevens, 
would bring vaping products, also known as e-cigarettes, under 
the state’s tobacco tax and regulation statutes.

Stevens and other supporters have been trying for years to 
win legislative approval to tax e-cigs, without success. Whether 
lawmakers can agree to pass the bill in the final few weeks of the 
legislative session is debatable, but it’s time to adopt the measure.

As amended in the Senate Finance Committee last week, the 
measure would impose a 45% tax on the wholesale price of vaping 
sticks, pens and e-cigarettes, and a 75% tax on any separate liquid 
cartridges used to fill or refill the devices. The original bill pro-
posed a 75% tax on everything. The 45% rate on devices appears 
a compromise, and one worth accepting. It’s less than the 55% tax 
collected in the Matanuska-Susitna Borough, and less than the 
state’s 75% tax on loose tobacco and cigars. The state tax on actual 
cigarettes is substantial, at $2 a pack.

The main driver of the legislation, however, is not the $1.5 mil-
lion or so that the e-cig tax would raise for the state each year. It’s 
about raising the minimum age in Alaska for smoking or vaping 
from 19 to 21 to match federal law, and it’s about health — raising 
the cost to deter use of vaping products, particularly by young 
people increasingly drawn to the flavors and social attractiveness 
of smoking without a match or lighter.

“They are a grooming tool, grooming kids to accept, like and 
become dependent on smoking and nicotine,” the Mat-Su Health 
Foundation wrote to legislators this year and last year. “Recent re-
search indicates that adolescents and teens who try e-cigs are much 
more likely than other youth to progress to traditional cigarettes.”

The foundation noted that the rate of use of e-cigs among high 
school students in Alaska is above the national average.

That is not a number to be proud of.
The latest version of the bill includes other compromises, such as 

dropping a proposed ban on flavored vape products, reducing the 
penalty for underage smoking of real tobacco or vaping a liquid, 
and directing the court system to treat an underage violation the 
same as a traffic ticket: Pay the fine, learn the lesson, no need to 
appear before a judge.

“We have arrived late to the party,” Stevens testified last week. 
“The more time passes by, the more Alaskans will be addicted,” 
particularly young people.

That’s a good argument for passing the bill.
—Wrangell Sentinel

It’s time to regulate
and tax e-cigarettes

halF-baked ideas

Process of baking should be a piece of cake, not a slice of hell



time to study the latest subva-
riant of the virus and monitor 
an uptick in cases.

Across the country, airlines 
have banned thousands of of-
ten unruly passengers who re-
fused to comply with the mask 
mandate. In the statement 
Monday, Alaska Airlines said 
“guests whose behavior was 
particularly egregious” will 
remain banned even after the 
policy has changed.

The airline’s statement also 
noted: “While the Transporta-
tion Security Administration 
is no longer enforcing its mask 
mandate, it may take time for 
individual airports to roll back 
their mask requirements. Out 
of an abundance of caution, 
we recommend guests defer 
to local port guidance when 
traveling, including wearing a 
mask if directed to do so.”

United Airlines said Mon-
day the rule would no longer 

be enforced among employees 
or passengers on domestic and 
international flights to coun-
tries that don’t have their own 
masking rules for planes.

American Airlines advised 
travelers, “Please note face 
masks may still be required 
based on local ordinances, or 
when traveling to/from certain 
international locations based 
on country requirements.”

Airlines have been lobby-
ing the government to drop 
the mandate.

The Association of Flight 
Attendants, the nation’s larg-
est union of cabin crews, has 
recently taken a neutral posi-
tion on the mask rule because 
its members are divided about 
the issue. On Monday, the 
union’s president appealed for 
calm on planes and in airports.

“The last thing we need for 
workers on the frontlines or 
passengers traveling today is 
confusion and chaos,” union 
leader Sara Nelson said.

April 20, 2022  WRANGELL SENTINEL - Page 5

unmetered water $9.90 a 
month, from $47.15 to $57.05 
in May, rising in each of the 
next four years to $64.19 on 
July 1, 2026. 

The proposed gradual in-
creases would not provide 
any cushion for the unfore-
seen, Robbins said. 

“Wrangell has been for-
tunate, and for lack of a 
better word, spoiled,” she 
wrote. “We have managed 
to squeeze by with low rates, 

low increases, understaffing, 
and ‘cushioning the blow’ for 
far too many years. If you look 
at the communities around us, 
we are nowhere near the rates 
they charge. This is not fruit-
ful for the city or the commu-
nity.” 

Ketchikan’s water rate is 
$63.26 per residence, after a 
fee increase this month. The 
rates in Petersburg, Juneau, 
Sitka and Haines range in the 
$40 and $50 per month. An-
chorage is closer to $60.

Water rates
Continued from page 1

yet observed a spike at her business from Sitka’s boatyard clo-
sure, and said they’ve always received a pretty steady flow of 
calls from Sitka. “There’s no real yard in Juneau, and Ketchikan 
has been kind of an unorganized mess, so we get calls from all 
over Southeast,” she said April 14.

Wrangell’s Marine Service Center has three boatlifts, the 
largest of which can pull a 300-ton vessel out of the water. The 
borough owns the center and leases space to boat owners and 
marine services providers.

Increased demand could turn into more dollars for Wrangell.
“The marine repair industry here brings a lot of money to 

town,” Ellis said. “Not only in work and wages, but food and 
lodging for the skippers and crew, as well as lots of business for 
the hardware stores.”

The challenge at the Marine Service Center and the Port and 
Harbors Department will be finding people to work, Miller said 
April 11. A harbor laborer position and harbor security/mainte-
nance position were unfilled as of last Friday.

Boatyard
Continued from page 1

Sentinel staff
The annual Stikine River Birding Festival has a 

busy first weekend planned.
It starts up Friday with a 1 p.m. virtual story-

time at the Irene Ingle Public Library, then con-
tinuing the educational fun agenda with a Birding 
101 class at 6 p.m. Friday at the Nolan Center, led 
by Bonnie Demerjian.

The library event will present an Earth Day 
theme, with activity kits available for pickup at 
the library. The meeting ID for the Zoom event is 
935 4298 0052, passcode 8743535.

There are three events on Saturday’s calendar. 
A community cleanup is planned for 8:30 a.m. to 
1 p.m., sponsored by the Wrangell Cooperative 
Association and Paula Rak. Meet at the covered 
basketball court behind the elementary school.

An Earth Day walk, starting at 9 a.m. Saturday, 
will start at the entrance to Volunteer Park, spon-
sored by St. Philip’s Episcopal Church.

And at 6:30 p.m. Saturday at the Nolan Center, 

Zak Pohlen will talk about his trip along the Sti-
kine River in 2019 in a search of Alaska’s rarest 
breeding birds. Pohlen is a biologist with the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service

This year’s Stikine Festival will stretch over 
three weekends, to May 7, and will focus on edu-
cational programs.

The festival is sponsored by the borough in 
conjunction with the Wrangell Convention and 
Visitor Bureau, the U.S. Forest Service and several 
businesses.

Demerjian will lead a bird walk starting at 7 
a.m. next Saturday, April 30, at Muskeg Meadows 
Golf Course. The Angerman’s Inc. golf tourna-
ment will follow at 10 a.m.

Along with scavenger hunts, bird-banding ex-
hibitions and crafting, there will also be jetboat 
tours up the Stikine to look for migrating birds. 

For a full list of festival events and contests, 
check out the flyer in this week’s Wrangell Sen-
tinel, or visit wrangell.com/birdingfestival/bird-
ing-festival-schedule.

Birding festival starts Friday, runs to May 7

By Marc Lutz
Sentinel editor

Finding a home or business in the modern age 
is made easier with apps like Google Maps, but 
what happens when an address doesn’t appear in 
those digital location services? The problem can 
be made worse if the place doesn’t have an ad-
dress nailed or posted on the building.

Such was the case when high school senior Ty-
son Messmer was trying to find someone’s home 
at Panhandle Trailer Court. It helped him decide 
on his senior project.

“I couldn’t find it anywhere,” Messmer said. 
That experience and a suggestion from his former 
boss helped him come up with the idea to create 
address placards.

The placards are made of 8-by-10-inch pieces of 
aluminum with rounded corners. Light-blue re-
flective vinyl numbers cut out with a machine are 
mounted on the front of the metal backing. 

Before the project could begin, Messmer, 17, 
had to overcome his shyness. He admitted it was 
difficult, but he made himself go to each of the 
more than 40 trailers, knock on the door and ex-
plain to residents what he wanted to do for them. 

“Every single one of them asked how much it 
would cost,” he said. “It’s my senior project, so it’s 
all for free.”

Only 10 responded when Messmer initially 
knocked on doors, so that’s all that have been 
completed, though his ultimate goal is to create 
address placards for all the trailers by the time he 
graduates, or at least by the end of summer. 

The project will help emergency responders in 
the event they need to locate a specific trailer.

“The Panhandle Trailer Court is the perfect 
place to start (this project),” said John Taylor, a 

volunteer firefighter and EMT. “Some have num-
bers and some don’t. When there’s a fire, that’s 
obvious. You pull up, here’s smoke. But a broken 
leg in No. 8? Where’s that? Where’s the number?”

Taylor, who’s been volunteering for 35 years, 
estimates that about half the homes and business-
es in Wrangell display the street numbers on their 
buildings. He’s had the idea for an address project 
for a couple years and mentioned it to Messmer 
when the teen worked for him as a deckhand at 
his charter boat business last summer.

Taylor envisions the project as being city-wide, 
which could take a few years and involve several 
students making it their senior project. 

“Just compiling the names and addresses (that 
need house numbers) would be a job in itself,” 
Taylor said. 

Beyond high school, Messmer plans to become 
an anesthesiologist, adding on 12 more years of 
education. “I’m up for a little challenge,” he said.

Messmer has been accepted to two schools, the 
University of Miami in Florida and Concordia 
University Irvine in Southern California. Though 
Miami is his dream school, Concordia has offered 
him a $20,000 academic scholarship, renewable 
for four years. It’s a decision he’s still considering.

When it comes to his school life in Wrangell, 
Messmer said he’ll miss the easy classes and 
sports. He was on the cross country, swimming 
and basketball teams. He figures sports at the col-
lege level will be even more competitive, but he 
will try out nonetheless. 

Beyond college, medical school and residency, 
Messmer said he’s not sure where he will practice 
medicine, but one factor will help him decide.

“Wherever pays the most,” he said. “I have a 
few years to figure it out.”

Senior project addresses need 
to make homes easier to find

COURTESY OF TYSON MESSMER
High school senior Tyson Messmer stands next to one of the 10 address placards he made for homes 
at Panhandle Trailer Court. He made the placards for his senior project to make it easier for emer-
gency responders, taxis and others to find homes.

Face masks
Continued from page 1



By Larry PerSiLy

Sentinel writer
Dealing with a shortage 

of pilots until more can be 
trained, Alaska Airlines has 
announced it will cut 2% of 
its roughly 1,200 daily flights 
through the end of June.

“We don’t believe it will 
have an impact here in the 
state of Alaska,” Tim Thomp-
son, company spokesman in 
Anchorage, said April 12.

Even without changes to 
the daily flight schedule into 
Wrangell, the cutbacks could 
affect travelers making con-
nections in Seattle to other 
Alaska Airlines’ destinations.

The airline canceled several 
hundred flights the first week-
end of April due to a short-
age of pilots, creating travel 
headaches for several tens of 
thousands of passengers, in 
addition to airline customer 
service agents who worked to 
rebook the flyers. Flight can-
cellations continued into mid-
April, though at a much-re-
duced level.

“Due to the training delays, 
we had 63 fewer pilots pre-
pared to fly in April than we 
planned for in January,” the 

airline said in its April 7 state-
ment. “We should have recog-
nized this sooner and updated 
our schedule.”

Alaska has about 3,100 pi-
lots. It lost 137 of its most 
experienced pilots to early 
retirement during the pan-
demic, and already this year 
has lost more than 50 pilots or 
pilots in training to other air-
lines, according to a report in 
the Seattle Times on April 12. 
Airlines nationwide lost sev-
eral thousand pilots to retire-
ment or other careers during 
the worst of the pandemic 
travel cutbacks in 2020.

Alaska Airlines’ pilot short-
age has been building since 
early in the year, the compa-
ny explained in its announce-
ment: “During the first few 
months of 2022, a backlog 
built up in our training pro-
gram. Trainings were can-
celed and delayed due to stu-
dent or trainer illness during 
the Omicron surge and due to 
the operational impact of win-
ter storms, and they (train-
ings) were not rescheduled 
fast enough.”

The company reported it is 
running an academy to train 

new pilots, and has doubled 
the capacity since last fall. 
“We will graduate more than 
30 pilots this month, and even 
more in May.”

The flight cancellations are 
not due to the informational 
picketing by the pilots union 
on April 1 in Seattle, Anchor-
age and other airports, the 
company said. The union and 
airline have been negotiating 
over a new contract for three 
years, and the union has said 
the airline is short-staffed, 
putting pressure on pilots to 
pick up extra work.

“It’s important to clari-
fy that our pilots are not on 
strike,” the airline said in its 
April 7 announcement. “This 
informational picket was not 
the cause of our cancellations. 
We’re committed to reaching 
an agreement for a contract 
that is good for our pilots … 
and supports the company’s 
ability to grow for all 22,000 
Alaska and Horizon employ-
ees and all who depend on 
us.”

Regardless of this spring 
flight cutbacks, the airline is 
planning to grow substantial-
ly in the years ahead. Alaska 
Airlines executives, talking 
with investors last month, 
outlined plans to add 100 air-
planes to its 300-plane fleet 
by 2025. That includes Alaska 
Airlines and its regional car-
rier Horizon Air, and will re-
quire hiring even more pilots.
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By Larry PerSiLy
Sentinel writer

A full house at the Nolan Center lis-
tened as the chamber of commerce hon-
ored Mia Wiederspohn as Wrangell’s 
youth leader of the year, Barbara Ney-
man as educator of the year, and Sarah 
Merritt as citizen of the year.

The chamber presentation described 
Merritt, who has worked at the legislative 
information office in town since 1996, as 
“an outstanding citizen … understated, 
kind, solution focused, and devoted to 
the democratic process.”

Merritt said she returned to Juneau af-
ter earning a degree in political science in 
South Dakota, later deciding she did not 
want to be a politician or a lawyer. Going 
to work at the legislative information of-
fice, which helps people with all aspects 
of managing and understanding state 
services and the legislative process, “was 
right up my alley,” she said in an inter-
view the week after the chamber’s April 
9 awards dinner.

“That’s the way I was raised,” to help 
people, she explained.

Merritt will be leaving Wrangell this 
week — but only temporarily. She will 
lead a contingent of six high school stu-
dents in the Close Up program, accom-
panying them to Washington, D.C., to 
watch and learn about the federal gov-
ernment. She’s been doing it for years, 
though there was no Close Up travel the 
past two years, due to the pandemic.

Her work at the high school has been 
ongoing since last fall, when she led a 
civics class, trying to teach her students 
to be more open-minded. The chamber 
described Merritt as “positive and en-
couraging” of the role teens will play in 
shaping the future.

Helping students was the focus of an-
other chamber award — educator of the 
year — which went to Barbara Neyman.

“She has gone above and beyond in 
so many ways,” parents Eric and Lau-
rie Hagelman said in a prepared state-
ment presented by the chamber. They 
described Neyman as their daughter’s 

“main teacher through the special educa-
tion department.”

“She always stays late to work with her 
and has run the ‘night school’ program 
for years,” the Hagelmans said. “She is 
the reason that so many kids graduate 
and stick with high school. We know our 
daughter wouldn’t have been able to do 
high school without her.”

They said their daughter also thought 
Neyman deserved the award. “She 
says that she is very thoughtful and 
open-minded.”

Bob Davis, assistant principal at the 
high school and middle school, con-
curred that Neyman’s award-winning 
commitment is a big part of her strong 
effort to help students throughout the 
school district. “Barb’s official title is spe-
cial education secretary, but her real val-
ue is how much and how well she works 
with kids,” he said last weekend.

The chamber’s annual awards also 
included young leader of the year, 
which went to Wiederspohn, who has 
been working with Tlingit language 

teacher Virginia Oliver to learn and re-
cord words and phrases for broadcast 
on KSTK.

“I was surprised but I am very thank-
ful,” Wiederspohn, a junior, said in an 
interview the week after the awards cer-
emony. “The community has been really 
cherishing of what I’ve been doing.”

“Mia should be recognized for her 
dedication to keeping the Lingit lan-
guage alive,” the chamber said.

Wiederspohn credits Oliver for push-
ing her to learn more of the language and 
to share it with others in the radio record-
ings. The language is dying, she said, and 
she hopes her radio work can help pre-
vent that from happening.

She also is active in student govern-
ment, writing grants for school projects, 
and volunteering with BASE (Building a 
Supportive Environment), a student-led 
group dedicated to improving the school 
and students’ lives.

The chamber awarded the Wrangell 
Sentinel with business of the year honors.

Chamber honors educator, youth leader, citizen of the year

Alaska trims flights through June; 
says no effect expected for in state

By Larry PerSiLy
Sentinel writer

Juneau-based Alaska Sea-
planes will add Wrangell to 
its route map starting May 26. 
The company, which operates a 
fleet of 14 single-engine aircraft, 
mostly nine-passenger planes, 
will run a daily flight from Sitka 
to Petersburg to Wrangell and 
back to Sitka.

Encouragement from SEAR-
HC “was instrumental” in start-
ing the Sitka-Wrangell service, 
Andy Kline, Alaska Seaplanes 
marketing manager, said last 
Wednesday.

SEARHC is based in Sitka where 
it operates the Mt. Edgecumbe 
Medical Center, providing acute, 
specialty and behavioral health 
care services, and to help support 
its other sites in Southeast, includ-
ing the Wrangell Medical Center.

“We talked with them (SEAR-
HC) quite a bit about this,” 
Kline said.

“This new route will continue to 
improve the timely transportation 
of staff and beneficiaries to our 
network of health care facilities,” 
Dan Harris, chief financial officer 
at SEARHC, said in a prepared 
statement. “Alaska Seaplanes’ 
addition of Wrangell will give us 
more flexibility as we transport 
our people to provide and receive 
their care.”

The new flight is scheduled to 
leave Sitka at 1 p.m. each day, ar-
riving in Wrangell at 2:10 p.m. and 
landing back in Sitka at 3 p.m., 
seven days a week.

“We’re intending it to be year-
round,” Kline said.

Alaska Seaplanes marked 
its 25th anniversary last week. 
Wrangell will become its 15th 
destination in Southeast. It oper-
ates seven wheeled aircraft and 
seven floatplanes, Kline said, re-
cently adding two more nine-pas-
senger Cessna 208 Grand Cara-
vans to its fleet.

The air service will use its Pila-
tus PC-12, a pressurized aircraft 
that can cruise at 300 mph, in addi-
tion to the Grand Caravan on the 
new Sitka-Wrangell route.

Alaska Seaplanes has pur-
chased a trailer at Wrangell air-
port to serve as its office, waiting 
room and freight depot. “It needs 
a little revamping,” Kline said, 
but will be ready for the May 26 
inaugural flight.

Tickets are available on the 
Alaska Seaplanes’ website. Fares 
were listed Monday at $339 one 
way between Wrangell and Sit-
ka. The same routing on Alaska 
Airlines is about half the price, 
but involves a connection and 
seven-hour layover in Juneau to 
get from Sitka to Wrangell, and a 
tight connection in Ketchikan to 
return to Sitka.

Alaska Seaplanes will start new 
Sitka-Wrangell service next month

PHOTO BY SARAH ASLAM/WRANGELL SENTINEL
Jacob Fisher, an Alaska Airlines maintenance technician flown into 
town, inspects an engine on the Boeing 737 jet that spent several 
days in Wrangell last week after a mechanical problem ground-
ed the southbound flight on April 10. After the part arrived and 
the maintenance crew finished its work, the plane left Wrangell 
on April 13. The airline’s Wrangell manager Adam Sprehe ordered 
pizza from the Marine Bar to feed passengers who were delayed 
several hours on April 10 until the airline could get another aircraft 
into town to continue the flight to Ketchikan and Seattle.

Airport deliveries: Repair part and pizza
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By Sarah aSLaM
Sentinel reporter

When Michelle Lopez opened Taste of 
Asia nearly seven years ago, it was after her 
boyfriend had become her ex-boyfriend. 

She had come to Wrangell to be with him 
from Juneau, where her parents had moved 
from the Philippines 30 years ago. She 
stayed in Wrangell to make a life for herself 
and her kids.

When she came here, there were no 
places that served rice, she said. “I was so 
hungry. I thought maybe I should look for a 
place to put a little business.”

The owner of the Front Street building 
Taste of Asia now operates out of had 
the ice cream shop downstairs. Lopez got 
a job scooping ice cream, and when the 
owner retired he transferred the business 
license to her. 

“I didn’t want to be an employee any-
more,” she said. “Jerry (Massin) gave me an 
opportunity to handle the shop.” 

 The ice cream still occupies one side of 
the restaurant, and Lopez was able to offer 
sushi and one Asian meal a day, to start, 
adding from there. “Now we have such a 
vast menu on the board.”

“I was proud of myself, as a single parent, 
I provided for my children by my own hard 
work.” Her son, Austin, is 21, and daughter 
Alyssa turned 23 last Saturday. 

Lopez said she had a job in a differ-
ent industry in Juneau, making good 
money. “But my passion is designing 
sushi. This gave me the opportunity to 

do what I really want.”
She attended a culinary arts course in 

Seattle in 2014 that specialized in bak-
ing. “I didn’t finish my course, because 
I felt bored about making pastries. That 
wasn’t what I wanted.”

Her “second mom” in Seattle, as she 
called her, was Korean and “was always 
making sushi.” Lopez gained inspiration 
from her, in the artistry she puts into her 
California roll, dragon roll or caterpillar 
tempura rolls.

Her challenges in Wrangell are weather 
and supply issues. Finding Asian ingredi-
ents, such as eel sauce, is difficult. 

“Mostly the hardest is in how you make 
your food valuable,” she said. Shipping 
costs are very high. Her challenge now 
is if she can still offer an $18 meal after 
all the price increases. Bell pepper used 
to be $1 or $3 per pound. Now they’re $2 
each, she said.

During the pandemic, there was a mad 
dash on rice. “Everyone was panicking and 
buying all the rice at the store,” Lopez said. 

“It’s a big challenge being in a restaurant 
business, how you provide all that without 
them being disappointed,” Lopez said.

In addition, in a small town, people’s 
tastes can be unpredictable. 

“That’s a big challenge — 2,000 people. 
Not everyone will eat Asian food in one 
day, or two days. I am always thinking 
about ideas for the next day, and the aller-
gies of people. Some people have shrimp al-
lergies, or don’t eat pork, or they only want 
vegetarian, so we consider all of that,” she 

said. “The hardest is looking for people to 
work here in a small town.”

Lopez said she is very strict and strate-
gic with her children about how the food 

and rice is laid out as they help in the 
restaurant. “Especially if it’s a sushi tray, 
we have to do it the right way in how we 
present the food.”

People had told her businesses in 
Wrangell don’t last long. “’Mostly they close 
in one or two years,’” she recalled. “But I’m 
so glad we’re still here, fighting.”

“There are a lot of people who will ap-
preciate you and there are people who 
don’t,” she said.  “I am glad the town still 
supports us. We’ve been here for almost 
seven years now.” 

Lopez plans to start a renovation in May. 
“We are going to remodel everything, from 
the flooring to the walls to the chairs.”

She plans to put in booths and replace 
the carpet with hard flooring, and change 
the lighting.

There will still be ice cream, as well as 
Asian-inspired offerings like sushi, General 
Tso chicken, Mongolian beef, orange chick-
en, crab rangoon, and a Filipino noodle dish 
called pancit.

She enjoys working and cooking for her-
self because she has more freedom. “The 
freedom that I get is my mom is not watch-
ing me. Because my mom is a good cook, 
too. I got it from my mom.”

Lopez’ mom is good with desserts, and 
her sister is “very good with baking.” 
The family had a small restaurant in the 
Philippines. 

“It is freedom to run a business by my-
self,” she said. “I didn’t realize I can do it. 
I didn’t have the belief in myself. But now I 
found it. I can do it. I am so thankful.”

Taste of Asia more than a restaurant, it’s the owner’s passion

PHOTO BY SARAH ASLAM/
WRANGELL SENTINEL

Michelle Lopez, owner of Taste of Asia, 
unpacks on a freight day. The challenge 
of offering Asian cuisine in a small town 
is the unpredictability, Lopez said. “Not 
everyone will eat Asian food in one day, 
or two days. I am always thinking about 
ideas for the next day.”



By chriS BaSinger

Petersburg Pilot
The Alaska Board of Fisheries 

has adopted a revised king salm-
on Southeast management plan in 
a compromise that will see sport 
fishery limits set before the start 

of the season based on a tiered 
system of abundance instead of 
changing during the season.

The revised plan is expected 
to be in place by the 2023 season.

The hope is that the 80/20 
split between the commercial 
troll and sport fisheries will 
be maintained, while allow-
ing non-residents who travel 
to Alaska to catch king salmon 
the opportunity to do so, rather 
than being shut down at a cost 
to the local economy.

“In this plan the caveat 
there is when we’re at those 
low-abundance tiers, the sport 
fishery is likely going to ex-
ceed the allocation of that 20%, 
but at high-abundance tiers 
they’re going to greatly be un-
der their allocation and so, over 
time, it should result in rough-
ly maintaining that 80/20,” 

said Patrick Fowler, the Peters-
burg-Wrangell area manager 
with the Alaska Department of 
Fish and Game.

The Alaska Board of Fisher-
ies approved the new plan at its 
March meeting.

According to the newly re-
vised plan, king salmon bag and 
possession limits in Southeast 
will be divided into seven tiers. 
The tier designation each season 
will be based on the winter troll 
fishery catch per unit effort in 
District 13, the outside waters of 
Baranof and Chichagof islands, 
which Fowler said is used as an 
indicator of abundance.

Under the plan, resident sport-
fishermen will not have an an-
nual limit but will have a daily 
bag limit of one king when abun-
dance is tighter under Tiers 2 and 
3, a daily bag limit of two during 
Tiers 4 and 5 years, and a daily 
bag limit of three in Tiers 6 and 7.

Non-residents will be limited 
to a daily bag limit of one king 
in Tiers 2 through 7 and will see 
a decrease in their annual limit 
as the season goes on.

Non-residents will begin the 
year with an annual limit of 
three, which will eventually 
drop to one depending on the 
selected tier, with drops occur-
ring on July 1, 8 and 16.

The limits for Tier 1, the low-
est abundance level, are to be 
determined.

The compromise is that if 
there is an unused portion of the 
sport allocation, Fish and Game 
can transfer it to the troll fishery.

“In those high abundance 
tiers, it’s a significant number 
of fish that the troll fishery will 
catch that the sport fishery is for-

going harvest on, but the benefit 
they get is stable, consistent reg-
ulations, which is important for 
the charter businesses,” Fowler 
said. The charter business is im-
portant to Southeast’s economy.

The board also defined a pri-
ority for resident anglers so that 
there will be no closures for res-
idents unless required for con-
servation purposes or to comply 
with the Pacific Salmon Treaty, 
according to Fowler.

The change to consistent reg-

ulations, however, does not 
mean that Fish and Game will 
not be monitoring the sport fish-
ery during the season.

“We don’t expect to change the 
sport fish regulations in-season, 
but we’re still collecting informa-
tion and projecting forward our 
harvest so we know how many 
fish we can tell the troll fleet that 
it can harvest ... if the sport fishery 
is under their allocation so we’re 
still monitoring the harvest by all 
users,” Fowler said.
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By Sarah aSLaM
Sentinel reporter

The borough is moving to solve the prob-
lem of dwindling burial space in town.

The community this summer will get a 
new columbarium, a structure for keep-
ing urns, and the borough assembly has 
approved an expansion to Sunset Gar-
dens Cemetery. The expansion, in two 
phases, will add 100 burial plots.

Only three plots remain in Sunset Gar-
dens at 1.5 Mile Zimovia Highway, on 
the uplands side of the highway, and 
four in Memorial Cemetery at 1 Mile,  on 
the water side of the highway.

But even that number is iffy. “The bor-
ough has been reluctant to sell plots in 
the Memorial Cemetery since some plots 
that are shown as reserved or unoccu-
pied are in fact occupied,” Capital Facili-
ties Director Amber Al-Haddad wrote in 
a report to the assembly.

Seventeen niches remain available in 
Wrangell’s 100-niche columbarium.

The assembly at its April 12 meeting 
approved spending $57,739 to buy and 
install a new 100-niche columbarium.

A cost estimate for expanding Sunset 
Gardens will come later this year, after 
surveying is done and the excavation 
work is put out for bid, Public Works Di-
rector Tom Wetor said Thursday.

The columbarium budget includes al-
most $37,000 to buy the unit from Sunset 
Memorial & Stone, in Calgary, Alberta, 
which built Wrangell’s existing colum-
barium almost 20 years ago; about $3,000 
to ship the 10,000-pound granite struc-
ture to Seattle and by barge to Wrangell; 
and $15,500 to construct a concrete pad. 

The columbarium will be about 12 feet 
long by six feet high.

A granite square shutter will cover 
each niche face, with a key-locked alu-
minum security door, reducing cemetery 
operating expenses by eliminating the 
need for staff to be on site when a granite 
shutter is removed for inscription. 

Borough staff are considering a res-

ervation limit of two niches per person, 
because, similar to Sunset Gardens Cem-
etery, not having a reservation limit led 
to reservation of 12 or 16 spots at a time 
in the first columbarium, Borough Clerk 
Kim Lane told the assembly.

The new columbarium will be installed 
next to the existing one. The new one 
also will have more space for memorial 
plaques on the outside. 

The first expansion phase of Sunset 
Gardens would add 50 plots, with 10 
plots in the southwest corner of the cem-
etery and 40 at the site of the existing 
parking lot.

“The existing parking lot would be ex-
cavated, surveyed and plotted for new 
burials. The disturbed ground next to the 
existing parking lot will be cleared and 
graded for new parking,” Wetor, Lane 
and Al-Haddad wrote in their report to 
the assembly. 

Wetor said Thursday he expects the 
project will be put out to bid for excava-
tion in the next couple of months, with 

the work expected to start in four to six 
months.

He hopes the work can get underway 
at the same time as installation of the 
new columbarium this summer, or short-
ly after.

A second phase of the cemetery expan-
sion would add another 50 plots, possi-
bly next year, for a total of 100 plots in 
the two phases. 

Wrangell’s cemeteries are a unique 
thing, management-wise, Wetor said. 

“The clerk manages the sale of plots 
and works with families on that side of 
that,” he said. “The clerk also helped 
this year with the budget aspect. Pub-
lic Works digs the graves, and histor-
ically has managed the budget, which 
hasn’t really changed much. Capital 
Facilities is involved because it’s a 
large project that would involve out-
side entities. And Parks and Rec is ac-
tually who cuts the grass.”

Borough will add cemetery plots and more spaces for urns

By JaMeS BrookS
Anchorage Daily News

The commissioner of Alaska’s Department of Rev-
enue was called into a special meeting last month to 
discuss a problem: The Permanent Fund Dividend Di-
vision was under cyberattack.

In a short period of time, more than 800,000 attempts 
were made to get into the division’s systems, which are 
in charge of paying the annual dividend to Alaskans. 
The division shut down its computers, the department’s 
firewalls held, and “no Alaskans’ data was accessed,” 
said Anna MacKinnon, director of the division.

“Our system repelled, as it should, the assault on our 
system,” she said last Friday.

The attack was only the latest to afflict computer sys-
tems operated by the state of Alaska. Last year, both 
the state Department of Health and Social Services and 
the state court system were attacked online. The court 
system’s computers were disabled for days. Even 11 
months after the health department attack, some of that 
department’s online resources are still offline.

In response to these and other incidents, state legis-
lators are considering millions of additional dollars for 
cybersecurity defense. In his budget proposal last De-

cember, Gov. Mike Dunleavy asked for millions in ad-
ditional funding:
• $5.4 million more for the state Office of Information 

Technology, with much of that increase devoted to 
security improvements.

• $1.9 million for an IT security assessment at the 
health department.

• Funding to upgrade the court system’s security soft-
ware, including the security around its digital evi-
dence system.

• New security positions at the Division of Elections 
and the Alaska Permanent Fund Corp.

• The ability to accept and distribute $9 million in fed-
erally funded cybersecurity grants to local govern-
ments.

The budget also contained cautionary notes about the 
cost of not funding those items. There was a separate 
request for $2.4 million to address work backlogs at the 
health department caused by last year’s cyberattack.

The Alaska House approved all of those requests 
when it passed its version of the state operating budget 
last week.

Fairbanks Rep. Adam Wool is the chairman of the 
subcommittee that wrote the Department of Revenue 

budget and said threats facing the agency “weren’t 
hypothetical.”

The department requested $2 million in additional 
funding to rebuild the software behind the PFD appli-
cation process and told the subcommittee that it has the 
personal identity information “for 2 million current and 
past Alaskans.”

In a closed-door February briefing, the subcommittee 
heard details about the cybersecurity threats facing the 
agency. Wool declined to say what was discussed but 
said it was convincing. The $2 million request passed 
his subcommittee and the House as a whole.

The budget is now in the hands of the Senate Fi-
nance Committee, where Sitka Sen. Bert Stedman is the 
co-chairman. A new version of the Senate’s planned 
budget will be out next week, he said, but he doesn’t an-
ticipate any disagreement with cybersecurity funding.

Senate lawmakers may hold a closed-door meeting 
about the topic.

“We know there’s constant probing of pretty much 
any financial institution with a large portfolio in the 
states, so we’re just trying to beef up our defenses 
without telling the bad guys what we’re doing,” St-
edman said.

State expects to spend millions to guard against cyberattacks

Fisheries Board adopts new king salmon management plan for next year

Stikine subsistence chinook 
fishery closed again this year

Sentinel staff
For the sixth year in a row, federal managers have 

closed the Stikine River chinook subsistence fishery to 
help preserve weak runs of the returning salmon.

Clint Kolarich, Wrangell District Ranger with the U.S. 
Forest Service, announced the decision last week, under 
authority delegated by the Federal Subsistence Board. 
The closure will run from May 15 through June 20.

“The preseason forecast for the Stikine River is 7,400 
large chinook salmon (greater than 28 inches in total 
length), which is below the escapement goal range of 
14,000 to 28,000 large chinook salmon,” the announce-
ment reported.

The closure blocks subsistence fishing for chinook in 
the river, just as it has since 2017. The order, however, 
does not affect the Stikine sockeye subsistence fishery, 
which is scheduled to open June 21.

The Alaska Department of Fish and Game for years 
has taken actions in the state-managed fisheries in salt 
water to reduce the commercial and sport harvest of 
Stikine chinook.



Sentinel staff
A federally funded mortgage 

relief program to help homeown-
ers hurt financially by the pan-
demic drew 10,737 applications 
in Alaska, with 43 from Wrangell.

The state received $50 mil-
lion in federal funds under a 
nationwide program to help 
homeowners who lost their jobs 
or income due to COVID-19 
shutdowns or cutbacks. The 
Alaska Housing Finance Corp. 
is administering the statewide 
program, reviewing the appli-
cations to ensure people meet 
the income loss and other cri-
teria in preparation to start dis-
bursing aid.

The 10,737 applications rep-
resent about one in nine of the 

almost 100,000 homeowners in 
Alaska with a mortgage, accord-
ing to the housing finance agency.

The aid can go toward eligible 
homeowners’ monthly mort-
gage payments, and may also be 
applied to current and past-due 
property taxes, insurance premi-
ums and utility bills. The applica-
tion period closed April 4.

In addition to the mortgage relief 
program, the state housing agency 
had distributed almost $260 mil-
lion in pandemic relief aid to more 

than 26,000 rental households 
across Alaska as of last Friday. Of 
that total, $530,000 went to renters 
in Wrangell under the federally 
financed program to help tenants 
with rent and utilities.

Rent and utility assistance un-
der the program has gone to 80 
Wrangell households.

The total of 123 Wrangell 
households to receive rental as-
sistance or apply for mortgage 
relief represents about 12% of the 
households in the community.
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By Shannon haugLand
Sitka Sentinel

The Alaska Volcano Observatory said 
that as of last Thursday the number of 
earthquakes under Mount Edgecumbe 
was declining.

The earthquake activity is beneath the 
3,000-foot high dormant volcano 15 miles 
west of Sitka on Kruzof Island.

The volcano observatory sent out an 
information statement a day earlier about 
the “swarm” of small earthquakes under 
Mount Edgecumbe, with an accompa-
nying message that there is no cause for 
alarm by the public. 

“We’re getting information out and 
trying not to alarm people,” said David 
Schneider, a research geophysicist at the 
Anchorage volcano center.

Thursday’s report from the U.S. Geo-
logical Survey observatory said the 
earthquakes started at 2 a.m. April 11, 
and since then hundreds of small quakes, 
“a swarm,” have been detected, although 
“the large majority are too small to lo-
cate.”

The Alaska Earthquake Information 
Center said the largest reported earth-
quake occurred at 11:04 a.m. April 11 
with a magnitude of 2.8 at 6.2 miles 
depth. The observatory center said the 
rate declined over the week.

Jacyn Schmidt, geoscience coordinator 
at the Sitka Sound Science Center, said 
there is no indication that an eruption “is 
imminent or will happen at all.”

“It would take a lot more activity be-
neath the volcano,” she said.

The Anchorage volcano observato-
ry is a cooperative program of the U.S. 
Geological Survey, University of Alaska 
Fairbanks Geophysical Institute, and the 
Alaska Division of Geological and Geo-
physical Surveys.

Schneider said there are no plans to in-
stall additional instruments in Sitka, but 
that would be reevaluated if the earth-
quake activity continues or increases. 
He said University of Alaska Fairbanks 
scientists are analyzing synthetic aper-
ture radar satellite data “which could be 
used to monitor any deformation that 

happens.”
The analysis can tell scientists how the 

ground is moving over time, from year 
to year or week to week, and it is a com-
mon method used for analyzing volcanic 
deformation, movement during earth-
quakes, and land subsidence through 
groundwater withdrawal.

Mount Edgecumbe is classified as a 
“stratovolcano,” part of a broader vol-
canic field of lava domes and craters on 
southern Kruzof Island and surrounding 
submarine vicinity. There are no writ-
ten observations of eruptions from the 
volcanic field, but Tlingit oral history 
describes small eruptions that occurred 
about 800 years ago.

The last Mount Edgecumbe eruption 
preserved in the geologic record was 
about 4,500 years ago.

There’s also evidence of a large erup-
tion 13,000 to 14,500 years ago where up 
to 3 feet of ash was deposited on what is 
now Sitka, while 98 feet fell on Kruzof 
Island.

Earthquake activity under Mount Edgecumbe subsides after brief flurry

AP PHOTO/BECKY BOHRER
With Mount Edgecumbe in the background, a sea lion pops its head out of the water next to a buoy crowded with other sea 
lions in this 2018 file photo. A swarm of hundreds of small earthquakes were reported near the Mount Edgecumbe volcano 15 
miles west of Sitka. The reason for the swarm is not known, officials at the Alaska Volcano Observatory said. 

Petersburg Pilot 
The Sitka Sound sac roe her-

ring fishery closed April 10 
with a final tally of approxi-
mately 26,350 tons harvested, 
according to the Alaska De-
partment of Fish and Game. It 
was just over half of the 45,164-
ton guideline harvest level, but 
over 10,000 tons more than last 
year’s catch.

In the final five days of 
openings, approximately 6,990 
tons were harvested in the wa-
ters off of Baranof Island to the 
south of Sitka.

OBI Fleet Manager Don 
Spigelmyre wrote that this 
year was “our best season 

ever,” and that the company 
purchased just over 3,500 tons 
for the OBI Petersburg plant to 
process.

Though the total harvest did 
not reach the allowable catch, 
that does not mean the harvest 
was not successful, he said. If 
the guideline harvest had been 
met, he said, it would have 
oversaturated the primary 
market in Japan and crashed 
the price.

Spigelmyre also said he is 
expecting to see a higher price 
for herring than in the past few 
years, but the recent decrease 
in the value of Japanese yen 
will hurt the price.

Sitka sac roe fishery closes 
at half of harvest guideline

Mortgage relief program draws 10,737 applications in Alaska

Sitka Sentinel
The state Department of Environmental 

Conservation has determined that about 5,300 
gallons of diesel spilled from the March 21 
grounding of a tugboat in Neva Strait, near Sit-
ka. The agency calculated that about 700 gal-
lons were recovered by surface skimmers after 
the accident that left the tug Western Mariner 
stranded on the beach and leaking fuel.

Additional fuel was removed from the wa-
ter by deployment of absorbent materials, the 
state said.

Before the tugboat was refloated on March 
30, all of the fuel in the undamaged tanks on 
the vessel was pumped to recovery boats. The 
Western Mariner was towed to the Samson 
Tug and Barge dock in Sitka.

The tug was towing a barge at the time of 
the accident.

Along with other cleanup efforts, the South-
east Alaska Petroleum Response Organiza-
tion flushed the shoreline near the grounded 
tug and deployed absorbent booms.

“Absorbent materials and containment 

boom were initially used to capture any rem-
nant oil from the shoreline flushing opera-
tions, but the absorbent pads were not effec-
tive in absorbing the weathered silvery sheen 
that was flushed from the shoreline,” the de-
partment said.

Observations on beaches affected by the 
spill will continue this month, the department 
reported, and the assessment team will return 
to the grounding site for further inspections.

Tug grounding near Sitka spilled 5,300 gallons of diesel
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By Mark thieSSen
The Associated Press

ANCHORAGE (AP) — Alaska U.S. 
Sen. Lisa Murkowski continues to have a 
substantial cash advantage over her op-
ponent backed by former President Don-
ald Trump.

Murkowski, in office since 2002, 
brought in more than $1.5 million in the 
three-month period ending March 31, ac-
cording to a filing with the Federal Elec-
tion Commission.

Murkowski ended the quarter with 
$5.2 million on hand with no debt, the 
records show.

Republican Kelly Tshibaka, who is 
challenging Murkowski, raised $673,383 
during the last quarter, a total that in-
cluded donations from a fundraiser at 
Trump’s Mar-a-Lago resort in Florida, 
which Trump attended, Tshibaka cam-
paign spokesperson, Tim Murtaugh, told 
The Associated Press on Friday.

According to FEC records, Trump did 
not contribute to Tshibaka’s campaign 
during the quarter. Factcheck.org report-
ed Trump’s Save America political action 
committee made a $5,000 donation last 
July.

As of March 31, Tshibaka had $967,600 
on hand with just over $95,000 in debts.

Murtaugh said not all campaign con-
tributions for the Mar-a-Lago event were 
recorded this quarter; some came in 
during the fourth quarter of 2021.

“Kelly Tshibaka raised more money in 
the first quarter of 2022 than she did in 
the last quarter of 2021 and she will have 
all the resources she needs to defeat Lisa 
Murkowski,” Murtaugh said in an email.

Tshibaka is a former commissioner in 
the Alaska Department of Administra-
tion for Gov. Mike Dunleavy. She for-
merly worked in the offices of inspector 

general for the U.S. Postal Service, Feder-
al Trade Commission and Department of 
Justice, according to her resume.

Trump has said he would campaign for 
Tshibaka after vowing revenge against 
Murkowski, who voted to convict him in 
his second impeachment trial and called 

on Trump to resign after the Jan. 6, 2021, 
insurrection at the U.S. Capitol.

“He said that he’ll come up into a ral-
ly for us, and I think that’ll be great for 
voter turnout,” Tshibaka told reporters 
April 11 after filing for office at state elec-
tion offices in Anchorage.

In addition to Murkowski and Tshiba-
ka, 11 other candidates so far have filed 
with the state Division of Elections to run 
in the Senate race. None of the others had 
filed fundraising reports with the FEC as 
of Friday.

Murkowski outraised Trump supporter 2-1 in past three months

AP PHOTO / MARK THIESSEN
Republican Kelly Tshibaka  filed to run in Alaska’s U.S. Senate race against incumbent Sen. Lisa Murkowski. Her husband, Niki 
Tshibaka, accompanied her to the Division of Elections office in Anchorage on April 11.

ANCHORAGE (AP) — The 
two co-chairs of the late-U.S. 
Rep. Don Young’s reelection 
campaign have earned com-
peting endorsements in their 
bids to replace Alaska’s lone 
member of the U.S. House.

Republicans Josh Revak 
and Tara Sweeney are among 
a field of 48 candidates run-
ning in a June 11 special pri-
mary. The four candidates 
who get the most votes in the 
special primary will advance 
to an Aug. 16 special election 
to determine who serves the 
remainder of Young’s term, 
which ends in January.

Young, a Republican, died 
last month at age 88.

Young’s widow, Anne 
Garland Young, in a video 
produced by Revak’s cam-
paign, said Revak had earned 
Young’s “trust and respect” 
and that “as the man of unique 
integrity he is, Josh will work 
tirelessly and honestly for our 
beloved Alaska in the U.S. 
Congress,” Alaska Public Me-
dia reported.

She said she had heard 
Young encourage Revak to 
run for the seat Young had 
held for 49 years. Revak, an 
Anchorage state senator, once 
worked in Young’s office. She 
said Revak told Young that 
“out of respect for him and 
his legacy, he could not and 

would not seek Alaska’s lone 
congressional seat, at least as 
long as Congressman Young 
was running.”

Sweeney has been endorsed 
by the ANCSA Regional As-
sociation, which has set up a 
third-party group to support 
her bid, the Anchorage Daily 
News reported. The third-par-
ty group, known as a super 
political action committee, 
cannot coordinate its efforts 
with Sweeney’s campaign.

The ANCSA Regional As-
sociation board is comprised 
of leaders of 12 Alaska Na-
tive regional corporations. 
A statement announcing the 
endorsement said the board’s 

decision recognized “the his-
toric opportunity before Alas-
kans to elect the state’s first 
Alaska Native and female” 
U.S. House member.

Sweeney is a former assis-
tant secretary for Indian Af-
fairs in the U.S. Department 
of Interior and was previously 
an executive with Arctic Slope 
Regional Corp. She under-
stands rural and urban Alaska 
and knows how to work ef-
fectively in Washington, D.C. 
and in Alaska, Kim Reitmeier, 
president of the ANCSA Re-
gional Association, told the 
newspaper. Reitmeier did not 
say if the decision was unan-
imous.

Other candidates include 
Nick Begich, a co-chair of 
Young’s 2020 reelection cam-
paign, who launched his own 
campaign for the House seat 
last fall and has touted en-
dorsements from Alaska Re-
publicans and Republican or-
ganizations.

Sarah Palin, the former 
Alaska governor and 2008 Re-
publican U.S. vice presidential 
nominee, has been endorsed 
by former President Donald 
Trump. Al Gross, an indepen-
dent, announced a bipartisan 
campaign leadership team 
that includes former Gov. 
Tony Knowles, a Democrat.

Competing Republicans line up endorsements for Don Young’s seat



April 20, 2022  WRANGELL SENTINEL - Page 11

By Mike SwaSey

KHNS public radio / Skagway
After two years of COVID-19 closure, 

an easing of restrictions at the border 
between Skagway and Yukon Territory 
will make it possible for tour companies 
to run cross-border excursions this sum-
mer. That’s good news for many Skag-
way tour operators that take cruise ship 
passengers into Canada.

But Skagway’s largest tour operator, 
the White Pass and Yukon Route Rail-
road, said its trains won’t cross the bor-
der despite relaxed COVID testing rules 
and faster processing times. On April 5, 
the railway notified its partners that it 
would not operate into Canada this sea-
son.

The excursion train will run from 
Skagway to the White Pass summit at the 

Canadian border and back.
White Pass executive Tyler Rose said 

there were a number of reasons why only 
the shorter trip.

“We just couldn’t find a workable solu-
tion to it,” he said. “It was logistics, some 
restrictions. The uncertainty around wait 
times — it just wasn’t possible for us to 
provide the consistent, high-quality ser-
vice without delays. And we thought it 
would create a significant disruption to 
the passenger experience.”

Yukon’s Minister of Economic Devel-
opment Ranj Pillai said his team is disap-
pointed in White Pass’s decision.

“We essentially went through a series 
of problem-solving on border issues and 
ensuring that we would have the ability 
for White Pass to come back and not have 
delays. And you know, we solved those 
issues. So yeah, this week was it was very 

tough to get that news,” Pillai said.
The Yukon government and Yukon 

businesses aren’t the only ones affected. 
White Pass partners with several Skag-
way-based companies to offer combina-
tion tours that involve a train ride and 
other excursions like kayaking, bus rides 
or bike tours.

Sockeye Cycle owner Dustin Craney 
said he’s been booking tours based on 
the idea that the train would run to Fras-
er, British Columbia, where his company 
would meet passengers for a bike tour on 
the Klondike Highway. Now he has to 
issue about $10,000 in refunds.

“I didn’t think we had kind of any kind 
of guarantee from them. But we definite-
ly had been booking tours. And I think all 
the indications from both the kind of the 
cruise line partners from White Pass and 
from folks locally was that it seemed like 

things were coming together, depending 
on the Canada border situation,” Craney 
said.

But the work done by the Yukon gov-
ernment to relax border restrictions has 
paved the way for other Skagway-based 
tour companies to resume their trips up 
the Klondike Highway to Yukon com-
munities. Fears over long delays at the 
border kept some companies in limbo 
wondering if they’d be able to operate at 
all after two years of pandemic-related 
shutdowns.

Now some tour companies, including 
Chilkoot Charters and Holland America 
Princess, plan to resume bus tours into 
Canada.

Skagway’s cruise season starts on 
April 26. But things are expected to get 
busy when four large cruise ships arrive 
in town on May 17.

White Pass Railroad will not run into Canada this summer

JUNEAU (AP) — The ap-
pointed board tasked with 
drawing Alaska’s legislative 
district boundaries has ap-
proved new state Senate dis-
tricts for the Anchorage area, 
with the two members who 
opposed the plan calling it po-
litical.

The new plan puts Eagle 
River, north of Anchorage, 
and Girdwood, south of An-
chorage into the same Senate 
district, separated by about 25 
miles of uninhabited Chugach 
State Park.

The Alaska Redistricting 
Board adopted the plan by a 
3-2 vote on April 13. The board 
had gone back to work after 
the state Supreme Court ruled 
that the board’s original plan 

pairing part of east Anchorage 
and the Eagle River area into 
a single Senate district consti-
tuted an “unconstitutional po-
litical gerrymander.”

The new plan would join 
part of the Eagle River area 
with south Anchorage and 
Girdwood for one Senate dis-
trict and another part of the 
Eagle River area to an area 
that includes a military base 
for another Senate district. 
The board’s dissenting mem-
bers said the plan would im-
properly give Eagle River 
greater representation in the 
Senate, with the chance for the 
conservative area to dominate 
in elections and take two of 
the Senate’s 20 seats.

“This is still gerrymander-

ing, just in a different way, 
in my mind,” board member 
Melanie Bahnke said.

The board had been consid-
ering two options to address 
concerns raised by the court. 
The other option would have 
joined the Eagle River area’s 
two House districts into one 
Senate district, as has been the 

case for years.
“Eagle River is now going to 

have two senators; how is that 
not an advantage?” Board mem-
ber Nicole Borromeo said.

If the new plan is upheld, 
Republican Sen. Lora Rein-
bold of Eagle River and Re-
publican Sen. Roger Holland 
of Anchorage would be in the 

same district.
Board members John Bin-

kley, Bethany Marcum and 
Budd Simpson, all Repub-
licans, voted in favor of the 
new plan. Members Bahnke 
and Borromeo, who are inde-
pendents, dissented.

Binkley and Simpson said the 
new map is not biased in favor 
of Republicans, noting Reinbold 
and Holland testified against it.

The state Supreme Court 
found that a prior map that 
paired a House district that 
included part of Anchorage’s 
Muldoon area with an Ea-
gle River area House district 
amounted to an “unconstitu-
tional political gerrymander.”

Redistricting plan crosses 25 miles of state park to create state Senate seat

“Eagle River is now going to have two senators; 
how is that not an advantage?”

Nicole Borromeo
Member,

Alaska Redistricting Board



MIAMI (AP) — A U.S. ban 
on seafood imports from Russia 
over its invasion of Ukraine was 
supposed to sap billions of dol-
lars from Vladimir Putin’s war 
machine.

But shortcomings in import 
regulations mean that Rus-
sian-caught pollock, salmon and 
crab are likely to enter the U.S. 
anyway, by way of the country 
vital to seafood supply chains 
across the world: China.

Like the U.S. seafood indus-
try, Russian companies rely 
heavily on China to process 
their catch. Once there, the sea-
food can be reexported to the 
U.S. as a “product of China” be-
cause country of origin labeling 
isn’t required.

The result is that nearly a 
third of the wild-caught fish im-
ported from China is estimated 
to have been caught in Russian 
waters, according to an Interna-
tional Trade Commission study 
of 2019 data. For pollock and 
sockeye salmon, the rate is even 
higher — 50% to 75%.

“China doesn’t catch cod. 
They don’t catch pollock. But 
yet, they’re one of the largest 
exporters of these whitefish in 
the world,” said Sally Yozell, a 
former policy director at the Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospher-
ic Administration who now is 
a senior fellow at the Stimson 
Center in Washington. “Having 
it labeled as a Chinese product 
is really not fair to the consum-
ers and to restaurants.”

Fishing is big business in Rus-
sia, one closely linked to the 
Kremlin and Putin’s projection 
of power at sea. The country is 
the one of the world’s top sea-
food producers and was the 
eighth-largest exporter to the 
U.S. last year, with more than 
$1.2 billion worth of sales, the 
bulk of it king crab that com-
petes with Alaska’s catch.

But it’s unknown exactly 
how much manages to land 
in the U.S. by way of China, 
which sent $1.7 billion in fish 
to the U.S. last year. Nor does 
the Biden administration’s ban 
require companies importing 
from China to find out.

Among Russia’s biggest sea-
food exports is Alaska pollock. 
A cousin of cod, Alaska pollock 
is the most harvested fish in the 
U.S., showing up in everything 
from imitation crabmeat to Mc-
Donald’s Filet-O-Fish. Every 
year, giant, floating factories 
in the Bering Sea and Gulf of 
Alaska with dozens of workers 
aboard catch 1.5 million metric 
tons of the fish, the equivalent of 
more than four times the weight 
of the Empire State Building.

But the same species is also 
harvested in Russia in similar 
amounts. Even though the U.S. 
forbids the use of the name 
“Alaska pollock” if the fish 
wasn’t caught in U.S. waters, 

pollock caught by Russia and 
processed in China is hard to 
detect and fills an important 
gap in the U.S. market. Compli-
cating matters further, a small 
share of the U.S. catch is also 
sent to China for processing and 
reimported to the U.S.

In lieu of seafood tracing, 
U.S. producers rely on the name 
recognition of Alaska pollock 
to signal where the fish was 
caught.

“Consumers can have confi-
dence that if the name Alaska 
is on the box it unequivocally 
comes from Alaska waters,” in-
sisted Craig Morris, chief execu-
tive of Genuine Alaska Pollock 
Producers.

Even before the invasion of 
Ukraine, pressure had been 
building to prevent what Alas-
ka Sen. Dan Sullivan called 
“authoritarian” pollock from 
entering the U.S. Putin banned 
U.S. seafood in 2014 following 
American sanctions to punish 
him for the invasion of Crimea 
that year. Since then, Russian 
exports entering the U.S. duty 
free have nearly quadrupled in 
value.

U.S. trade data analyzed by 
The Associated Press show that 
the biggest importer of Rus-
sian-caught pollock from China 
last year was High Liner Foods, 
whose shares are traded on the 
Toronto Stock Exchange. Other 
big importers include Glouces-
ter, Massachusetts-based F.W. 
Bryce, a subsidiary of Japanese 
seafood conglomerate Nissui; 
Miami-based Quirch Foods; and 
Newport, Rhode Island-based 
Endeavor Seafood, whose 
founding partner, Todd Clark, 
served until 2020 as chairman 
of the National Fisheries Insti-
tute, the industry’s main lobby 
group.

None of the companies re-
sponded to requests for com-
ment about whether they would 
stop purchasing pollock from 
China or take steps to ensure it 
is not of Russian origin — nei-
ther of which is required by the 
seafood embargo.

Gavin Gibbons, a spokesman 
for the National Fisheries In-
stitute, said that almost all of 
the group’s members are now 
reviewing their sourcing prac-
tices. But some fear an outright 
ban on third-party processed 
seafood could lead to job losses 
in the U.S. and add to inflation, 
already the highest in decades.

“The need to hold Russia 
accountable for its reprehen-
sible actions in Ukraine is un-
deniable,” said Gibbons. “We 
support a strong and smart 
response that is targeted and 
avoids unnecessary economic 
collateral damage on U.S. work-
ers.”

While overshadowed by Rus-
sia’s role as an energy power-
house, Russia’s seafood indus-
try has increasingly been flexing 
its own muscle with strong sup-
port from the Kremlin.

Two of the country’s largest 
seafood exporters — Vladivo-
stok-based Russian Fishery Co. 
and Russian Crab — are owned 
by Gleb Frank, the son of Pu-
tin’s former transportation min-
ister and head of state-owned 
shipbuilder Sovcomflot. Frank 
is also the son-in law of one of 
Russia’s richest men, Gennady 
Timchenko, who was among 
the first oligarchs sanctioned 
following the 2014 invasion of 
Crimea.

The 39-year-old Frank was 
dubbed Russia’s “Crab King” 
after emerging in 2019 as the 
biggest beneficiary of a gov-
ernment plan to auction fishing 
quotas that had traditionally 

been handed out based on the 
previous year’s catch.

With generous state loans, 
his companies have been at the 
forefront of an effort to renew 
Russia’s aging fleet. Last year, 
during a Navy Day ceremony at 
a St. Petersburg shipyard with 
Putin and 50 warships looking 
on, he launched an advanced 
supertrawler capable of hauling 
60,000 tons of pollock per year.

“Today the Russian navy 
has everything it needs to de-
fend our homeland, our na-
tional interests,” Putin said in a 
speech in front of a monument 
to the fleet’s founder, Peter the 
Great. “We can locate any ene-
my, whether they’re on, under 
or above the water. And if re-
quired, deal them an unavoid-
able strike.”

One of Frank’s biggest com-
petitors, Oleg Khan, fled into 
exile after a criminal investiga-
tion for murder was reopened 
around the same time Frank 
busted onto the seafood scene. 
Later, a company connected to 
him had its offices in Russia’s 
Far East raided and assets seized 
over allegations of tax fraud and 
crab smuggling.

Last month, after Frank him-
self was hit with U.S. sanctions 
along with his wife and father-
in-law again, he sold part of 
his ownership stakes in both 
seafood companies to several 
associates and resigned as chair-
man. Russian Fishery Co. did 
not respond to a detailed list of 
questions about the U.S. embar-
go but Russian Crab said Frank 
has never played a role in man-
agement of the company.

It’s not just the industry’s ties 
to the Kremlin that are driving 
concern.

For years, activists have com-
plained about Russia’s poor re-
cord caring for the oceans. The 

country was ranked No. 2 out of 
152 nations in a recent study of 
global efforts to combat illegal, 
unregulated and unreported 
fishing prepared by consulting 
firm Poseidon and the Global 
Initiative Against Transnational 
Organized Crime. Only China 
scored worse.

At a congressional hearing 
this month on the Russian sea-
food ban, California Rep. Jared 
Huffman led calls for the expan-
sion of NOAA’s Seafood Import 
Monitoring Program, which 
aims to prevent illegal sea-
food from entering U.S. supply 
chains by tracking shipments 
from the point of catch. Cur-
rently the program covers just 
13 species, only two of which — 
red king crab and Atlantic cod 
— are fished by Russia.

“Until that happens, Russian 
seafood will continue to line 
grocery store shelves and Amer-
ican consumers will continue to 
unwittingly support Putin’s war 
machine,” Huffman said.

Peter Quinter, a former U.S. 
Customs Service attorney, said 
that the Biden administration 
can easily close the China loop-
hole by requiring importers 
to inspect their supply chains 
to make sure none of their fish 
comes from Russia. He cited as 
a model recent legislation re-
quiring retailers to obtain cer-
tification from the U.S. govern-
ment that their goods were not 
produced using forced labor 
by Uyghur Muslims in China’s 
Xinjiang province.

“They can and should fix 
this,” said Quinter, who now 
advises seafood companies 
on compliance with American 
trade law. “The old days of be-
ing sure your fish is caught in a 
single place or country is no lon-
ger the case.”
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Banned Russian seafood enters U.S. markets through China

THE KREMLIN VIA AP
This photo provided by the Kremlin shows the Mekanik Sizov, a 354-foot-long trawler belonging to a company partly owned by sanc-
tioned businessman Gleb Frank. A U.S. ban on seafood imports from Russia was supposed to deny billions of dollars for Russia’s war 
machine. But shortcomings in import regulations allow Russian-caught pollock, salmon and crab to enter the U.S. anyway, by way of 
China.

By SuMan naiShadhaM
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON (AP) — In southwestern Pennsyl-
vania, eight locks and dams that for decades helped 
barges move goods along the Allegheny, Monongahela 
and Ohio rivers will in a few years also generate enough 
power for 75,000 homes.

Rye Development, a Boston-based hydropower com-
pany, is retrofitting the dams with turbines to generate 
electricity and says the upgraded structures will limit 
damage to the rivers’ water quality and fish.

The project reflects a recent thawing between the in-
dustry and conservation groups, which had long op-
posed dams that can prevent fish migration, alter water 
temperatures and cause other environmental problems. 
As the U.S. pushes to transition to low-carbon energy, 
Rye is among the companies that sees an opportunity to 
expand hydropower production at existing dams while 
working to minimize environmental harms.

The recent compromises between the industry and 
environmental groups are reflected in President Joe 

Biden’s infrastructure law, which puts $2.5 billion to-
ward projects including dam removals as well as up-
grades at existing structures for hydropower and ener-
gy storage.

“We do recognize that (hydropower) is probably 
going to play some role in the transition. It’s certainly 
better than coal,” said Ted Illston of American Rivers, 
which has advocated for dam removals on environmen-
tal grounds.

Hydropower, which uses flowing water to spin tur-
bines connected to generators, is the oldest and sec-
ond-largest renewable energy source in the U.S. after 
wind power. In 2020, it accounted for roughly 7% of the 
electricity generated in the country.

The industry hasn’t received as much federal fund-
ing and tax incentives as wind and solar, but sees room 
for growth. Of the 90,000 dams in the country, about 
2,500 produce power. Non-powered dams could pro-
duce enough power for 9 million to 12 million homes, 
according to an estimate by the Electric Power Supply 
Association based on federal data from 2012.

Part of the challenge is that most dams in the U.S. 

were built more than half a century ago. The risk of 
dam collapses has fueled demolitions in recent years, 
with more than 40% of the country’s nearly 2,000 dam 
removals in the past century happening in the past de-
cade. Some are also torn down largely for environmen-
tal reasons.

This year, federal regulators moved a step closer to 
approving what would be the largest dam demolition 
in U.S. history. Removal of the four hydroelectric dams 
on the Klamath River near the Oregon-California bor-
der would help save the river’s salmon and other fish 
species that can’t reach breeding habitat because of the 
structures.

The hydropower industry and conservation groups 
still clash over dams too. On Maine’s Kennebec River, 
conservation groups and state environmental agencies 
are pushing for the removal of four hydropower dams 
that block endangered Atlantic salmon from reaching 
key habitat. The dams generate about 5% of the state’s 
renewable energy.

U.S. hydropower dams may gain support in low-carbon world

Continued on page 13
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“It’s very easy for individual 
river systems to get lost in the 
message of climate change and 
the need for renewable energy,” 
said Shannon Ames, execu-
tive director of the Low-Impact 
Hydropower Institute, which 
grades hydropower dams based 
on environmental criteria.

With persisting drought af-
fecting hydropower production 

west of the Mississippi River, 
the industry has a more direct 
path to expansion in eastern 
states.

In Pennsylvania, Rye consult-
ed with the Low-Impact Hy-
dropower Institute early in its 
process and is among a small 
number of companies seeking 
certification from the group.

To get certified, companies 
must show their structures meet 
protections for endangered spe-

cies, cultural and historic uses of 
rivers, passage for fish and rec-
reational areas. The group says 
its environmental standards are 
often stricter than state or feder-
al guidelines.

On a recently certified dam 
in West Virginia on the Ohio 
River, for example, dissolved 
oxygen levels — an important 
measure of river water quality 
— were meeting or exceeding 
state standards, according to a 

five-year study. In some states, 
dams certified by the organiza-
tion qualify for green-energy 
programs.

Rye said its dams in Pennsyl-
vania will include structures to 
support fish migration ,and that 
it is building a fishing pier since 
federal regulators require hy-
dropower producers to support 
recreation on river systems. The 
retrofits are expected to be oper-
ational as early as 2025.

Hydropower
Continued from page 12

By kyLe cLayton

Chilkat Valley News, Haines
Of the more than 4.8 million 

Ukrainian refugees who have 
fled their country since Rus-
sia’s invasion started in late 
February, one, an 82-year-old 
woman from Odessa, is now 
living in the Upper Chilkat 
Valley with no return ticket 
home.

Alla Blazhko-Getman is 
living with her daughter and 
son-in-law, Natalia and Hans 
Baertle, at 26 Mile Haines 
Highway.

Natalia Baertle, a former 
high school teacher in Ukraine 
who moved to Alaska in 2010 
after marrying, said she at-
tempted to fly her mother out 
of Kiev to Frankfurt, Germa-
ny before the invasion, but 
Lufthansa, Germany’s largest 
airline, had stopped flying in 
Ukrainian airspace. Then on 
Feb. 24, she started getting 
text messages from friends 
around the world asking if 
her relatives were OK.

“It was 5 or 6 a.m. in 
Ukraine,” she said. “I called 
my sister and she told me, 
‘It’s panic in our city right 
now. I cannot talk to you but 
we are under attack from the 
sea. I heard bombing.’” 

Her sister lives on the out-

skirts of Odessa, a port city in 
Ukraine, where two residen-
tial homes were bombed by 
Russian troops. Her mother 
has an apartment in down-
town Odessa, where resi-
dents were being warned by 
officials that Ukraine was un-
der attack.

Because the airspace was 
closed, on Feb. 25, the day af-
ter the invasion, Blazhko-Get-
man stayed in Natalia’s sis-
ter’s cellar before they could 
arrange a ride out of Odes-
sa to cross into Moldova, a 
40-minute drive. They waited 
in a 30-hour-long line at the 
border. Moldovans prepared 
hot meals, tea, coffee and 
cookies, blankets and warm 
clothes for the refugees. From 
there they drove through Ro-
mania, Hungary, Austria and 
Germany before boarding a 
plane to Seattle from Frank-
furt. 

Natalia’s sister decided 
to return home and volun-
teer for what Natalia calls 
the “volunteers for territori-
al defense.” Natalia scrolls 
through her phone and shows 
pictures sent from relatives 
and friends: a mullah donned 
in body armor, a group of 
civilians filling sandbags on 
the shore of the Black Sea, her 

cousin in full battle gear in a 
Kiev bunker. Natalia scoffed 
at Putin’s claim that his forc-
es were sent to “denazify 
Ukraine.”

“Right now, my Ukrainian 
friends and relatives are part 
of the resistance. A lot of my 
Jewish friends and their rabbi 
didn’t leave Odessa. … Peo-
ple who want to be ‘liberated’ 
are making sandbags.”

Blazhko-Getman doesn’t 
speak English. Although 
she’s visited her daughter in 
Alaska before, Natalia said 
she’s lonely, bored and wants 
to return home.  Her daily life 
in Odessa included walks to 
the Black Sea beach, shop-
ping in markets and conver-
sations with friends. Nata-
lia describes her as a “social 
butterfly” who misses her 
friends and family. 

“She’s worrying about 
Ukraine,” Natalia said. “Yes-
terday she was crying and 
said she needs to be there. I 
asked why. She said, ‘I need 
to die there.’ She thinks she 
will not be back before she 
will die.”

Natalia translated for her 
mother, who said she was 
shocked that Russia would 
attack Ukraine, and although 
she supports an independent 

Ukraine, said she never saw a 
stark difference between Rus-
sians and Ukrainians. 

“It’s hard to tell the dif-
ference, but I was born in 
the Soviet Union when we 
were brothers and sisters,” 
her mom said. “I don’t know 
what happened.”

As Natalia was being in-
terviewed, her mother told 
her she “shouldn’t talk so 
much. It’s dangerous.” That 
mentality comes from living 
for the bulk of her life in the 
Soviet Union, where dissent 
was met with imprisonment 
or worse, her daughter said. 
When Natalia’s grandfather 
purchased a vehicle in 1963 
that his neighbors considered 
bourgeois, they reported him 
to the police. He was impris-
oned for six months. 

Despite hesitancy to speak 
about politics, mom is decid-
edly against Russian politi-
cal influence in Ukraine. She 
said she’s heard rumors that 
Putin wants to restore former 
Ukrainian president Victor 
Yanukovych, who was oust-
ed in 2014 and is now exiled 
in Russia.  

“No Putin, no Yanukovych 
in Ukraine,” Blazhko-Get-
man said. “I don’t like to talk 
about politics. But if Yanu-

kovych decided to return to 
Ukraine, and he will be sup-
ported by Putin, we will eat 
him alive.”

Natalia said her mother 
is conflicted because of up-
bringing, and because even 
some of her friends and fam-
ily are divided on issues re-
lated to Russia’s influence on 
their country. Like her moth-
er, they were taught that Rus-
sians were superior to the rest 
of the world, and that they 
were hated and mistreated by 
the U.S. and the West.

Natalia said she’s disheart-
ened by some of her Russian 
friends back home, and even 
in Juneau, who are still sup-
porting Putin’s invasion. She 
said they, and some Amer-
icans she knows, blame 
NATO, the West or President 
Joe Biden for pressuring Rus-
sia and influencing Ukrainian 
politics. 

“We’re talking about in-
fluence, who’s going to be 
influenced in Ukraine. I’m 
perfectly OK if it will be the 
U.S. Record this. I’m perfectly 
OK with this,” Natalia said. 
“Europe? OK. I don’t want to 
be back in Russia. I want to 
speak freely. If I don’t like my 
president, nobody will send 
me to prison.”

Ukrainian refugee flees to Haines to live with daughter

PHOTO COURTESY OF NATALIA BAERTLE
Ukrainian resident Natalia Blazhko-Getman is staying at her daughter’s cabin in the upper Chilkat Valley. She fled her country soon after Russia launched its invasion. 
She has no return ticket home to Ukraine.



By giLLian FLaccuS
The Associated Press

PORTLAND (AP) — Farms 
that rely on irrigation from a de-
pleted, federally managed lake 
on the California-Oregon bor-
der, along with a Native Amer-
ican tribe fighting to protect 
fragile salmon, will both receive 
extremely limited amounts of 
water this summer as a historic 
drought and record-low reser-
voir levels drag on in the U.S. 
West.

More than 1,000 farmers and 
ranchers who draw water from 
a 257-mile-long river that flows 
from the Upper Klamath Lake 
to the Pacific Ocean will have 
access to roughly one-seventh 
the amount they could get in a 
wetter year, a federal agency an-
nounced April 11. Downstream 
salmon will receive about half 
the water they’d get if the reser-
voir was full.

It’s the third year in a row that 
severe drought has impacted 
farmers, fish and tribes in a re-
gion where there’s not enough 
water to satisfy competing de-
mands. Last year, no water at 
all flowed through the Klamath 
Reclamation Project’s main irri-
gation canal, and thousands of 
downstream juvenile salmon 
died without reservoir releases 
to support the Klamath River’s 
health.

The U.S. Bureau of Reclama-
tion, which manages the irriga-
tion project, announced $15 mil-
lion in relief for affected farmers 
and $5 million for Native Amer-
ican tribes as a result of its de-
cision and warned farmers not 
to take water beyond what was 
ordered or risk further irrigation 
reductions and legal action.

The agency decides the allo-
cations each year, taking into ac-
count court rulings that require 
certain lake levels to support 
two federally endangered fish 
species.

Across the American West, a 
22-year megadrought deepened 
so much last year that the region 
is now in the driest spell in at 

least 1,200 years — a worst-case 
climate change scenario playing 
out in real time, a study found 
last month.

Inflow to the Upper Klamath 
Lake is at a record lows, water 
managers said, and water al-
locations could drop further if 
drought conditions worsen this 
summer.

“We wish we had better news 
today. Obviously, there are no 
winners in this critical year as 
all interests are suffering — fish-
eries, farmers tribes and water-
fowl alike — but given the cur-
rent hydrology that we have to 
work with, we did the best job 
we could,” said Ernest Conant, 
the bureau’s regional director.

Irrigators reacted with shock 

and anger to the news and said 
they weren’t sure they could 
survive another growing sea-
son without adequate water 
supplies. The amount of water 
available is less than 15% of 
what the farmers need, said Ben 
DuVal, president of the Klam-
ath Water Users Association, 
who operates a farm in Tule-
lake, California.

“We have 170,000 acres 
that could be irrigated this 
year, and we’re ready to get 
to work,” he said. “On a sin-
gle acre, we can produce over 
50,000 pounds of potatoes, or 
6,000 pounds of wheat. This 
year, most of that land will 
not produce any food because 
the government is denying 

water for irrigation.”
Klamath River water that is 

dammed in the Upper Klamath 
Lake is the linchpin of the near-
ly 200,000-acre Klamath Recla-
mation Project, a major agricul-
tural powerhouse of more than 
1,000 farms and ranches. Today, 
farmers there grow everything 
from mint to alfalfa to potatoes 
that go to In ‘N Out Burger, Fri-
to-Lay and Kettle Foods.

But the reservoir water is 
also source of conflict among 
competing demands, and amid 
historic drought in the careful-
ly managed river basin there 
hasn’t been enough water to 
go around in recent years. Be-
fore 2020, the last time water 
allocations reached such a boil-
ing point in the Klamath Basin 
was in 2001, when the U.S. gov-
ernment sent federal marshals 
to the area during a drought 
year and farmers threatened to 
breach the head gates.

Under the law, the lake’s 
water must be kept at a certain 
level to protect its sucker fish, 
a key species to the heritage of 
the Klamath Tribes in south-

ern Oregon. This year’s water 
decision order irrigators to 
keep the lake’s water above 
a certain level for sucker fish 
spawning in April and May 
and then at a different level 
for the remainder of the sum-
mer — but even at those lev-
els, the lake will not meet fed-
erally mandated minimums 
for the spring months.

But federally threatened 
coho salmon that live in the 
lower Klamath River, below 
the reservoir, also need pulses 
of water from the lake to keep 
at bay a deadly parasite that 
thrives in warm and slow-mov-
ing water. The salmon are re-
vered by the Yurok Tribe, Cal-
ifornia’s second-largest Native 
American tribe.

One so-called ̀ `flushing flow’’ 
of water that’s about half the 
normal amount _ and half what 
farmers will get _ will be re-
leased Friday also.

Yurok Vice Chairman Frankie 
Myers said the fact that salm-
on, sucker fish and waterfowl 
are competing for the region’s 
water was a ``direct sign of the 
ecological collapse brought by 
water withdrawals.`` He said 
the Yurok would never stop 
working to save the salmon.

``Although we are gratified 
that the river is afforded mini-
mal protections under this plan, 
it is no time for celebration. 
Salmon runs will continue to 
suffer under these conditions, 
and as climate change intensi-
fies, such protections will be-
come increasingly important,’’ 
Myers said.

The slashed water alloca-
tions to the Klamath Reclama-
tion Project also will impact 
two national wildlife refuges 
in the region that are replen-
ished with irrigation runoff. 
The refuges host tens of thou-
sands of migratory birds along 
the Pacific Flyway. Last year, 
environmentalists and farmers 
used pumps to combine water 
from two stagnant wetlands 
into one deeper one to prevent 
another outbreak of avian bot-
ulism like the one that killed 
50,000 ducks in 2020.

Hundreds of domestic wells 
impacted by the increased 
groundwater pumping have 
also gone dry since late last 
summer.
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Tundra                                  by Chad Carpenter

Farmers, ranchers, tribe and salmon all suffer for lack of water

AP PHOTO/NATHAN HOWARD
Justin Grant watches water flow from his agricultural well in Klamath Falls, Oregon, in this 2021 file 
photo. Dozens of domestic wells have gone dry in an area near the Oregon-California border where 
the American West’s worsening drought has taken a particularly dramatic toll.



Monday, April 11
Agency assist: Harbor Depart-
ment.
Theft.
Alarm.
Stalking: Unfounded.

Tuesday, April 12
Civil issue.
Theft.
Agency assist: Fire Department.
Traffic complaint: Juveniles 
riding 4-wheelers on Church 
Street; turning in front of on-
coming vehicles.

Obscene phone calls.

Wednesday, April 13
Found property: Returned to 
owner.
Parking complaint.
Domestic violence order served.
Agency assist: Hoonah Police 
Department.

Thursday, April 14
Vandalism.
Civil issue.
Dog at large.

Friday, April 15
Vandalism.
Parking complaint.
Welfare check.
Welfare check: Unattended 
death.

Saturday, April 16
Found property.
Agency assist: Hoonah Police 
Department.

Sunday, April 17
Dog complaint: Owner picked 
dog up.

April 20, 2022  WRANGELL SENTINEL - Page 15

HELP WANTED
Roe Production Manager (Pe-
tersburg, AK). Responsible for 
maximizing product value of 
all species of Pacific Salmon 
Roe for quality roe products. 
Required bachelor’s degree in 
Food Production/Marine Pro-
duction System Science + 5 yrs 
as Roe Operations Manager or 
similar. Experience required: in-
spect roe quality; supervision of 
staff; grading Green Roe; mon-
itoring/maintaining quality; 
review quality control testing 
in production areas + sodium 
nitrate testing; record keeping. 
HACCP Manager Training cer-
tification required. Application 
to gdoner@TridentSeafoods.
com.

RADIO SHOW
Tune in to KSTK at 7 p.m. Sun-
day for ”Goodnight, Wrangell” 
bedtime stories with local host 
Cindy Martin. For a full sched-
ule see KSTK.org.

FREE
Savin C3535 large office copier/
printer. Includes years of black 
and color ink toner cartridges 
that won’t dry out. Has some 
quirks, but it’s free. Call Amber 
at 907-874-2301 or stop by the 
Sentinel to take a look.

FREE ADS
Do you have something to sell? 
Having a garage sale? Looking 
to buy something? Classified 
ads for individuals and commu-
nity groups are free in the Sen-
tinel. Contact Amber at 907-874-
2301 or email wrgsent@gmail.
com.

ClassiFied/
legals

Police report



By Lynda V. MaPeS
The Seattle Times

ABOARD THE SOUND-
GUARDIAN, Puget Sound 
(AP) — Over the side it goes 
with a splash: three ears 
tuned for the sounds of or-
cas, and the noise that threat-
ens their survival.

In the deep, this trio of 
hydrophones rests on the 
sea bottom, recording the 
sounds of Washington’s 
Puget Sound, including en-
dangered southern resident 
orcas. The listening array, 
developed and deployed in 
March by SMRU Consulting, 
is attached to a buoy that 
marks its location, just about 
a mile offshore, north of Car-
keek Park.

The equipment will be in 
place for three months, in a 
proof-of-concept experiment 
to determine if the hydro-
phones and software can 
readily pick up the sounds 
of orcas, record underwa-
ter noise and share the data 
through a cellular transmit-
ter, The Seattle Times report-
ed.

If it all works, listening ar-
rays like this can supplement 
orca sightings by human 
observers reported on ex-
isting networks, already be-
ing used by the Washington 

State Ferries to steer clear of 
the killer whales. Ultimately, 
the hope is to deploy multi-
ple arrays in Puget Sound to 
alert ships to the presence of 
orcas, so they may voluntari-
ly slow their engines to cut 
their noise, or change course.

A slower ship and more 
distant ship is a quieter ship 
— and that matters to orcas.

With now only 74 or-
cas in the J, K and L pods, 
the southern residents are 
among the rarest whales in 
the world. There are at least 
three threats to their surviv-
al: lack of Chinook salmon, 
their favorite food; pollu-
tion; and noise that makes it 
harder for them to hunt.

Orcas hunt by echolocation 
— sophisticated biosonar by 
which they locate, chase and 
nail their prey. But the noise 
of ships, ferries and other 
underwater racket masks the 
sounds they need to hear to 
hunt.

The Port of Vancouver 
in British Columbia already 
has a program in place to 
help quiet the waters it shares 
with whales. The port in 2017 
launched its ECHO program, 
which includes a voluntary 
slowdown for ships in Haro 
Strait and Boundary Pass.

In 2021, the cumulative 
voluntary participation rate 

by the marine transportation 
industry was 90% on transits 
in Haro Strait and Boundary 
Pass, reducing underwater 
noise intensity by 50%, ac-
cording to ECHO program 
reports by the Port of Van-
couver and Vancouver Fras-
er Port Authority.

A sister program called 
Quiet Sound, a project of 
Washington Maritime Blue, 
a Seattle nonprofit, is in the 
works.

The Quiet Sound program 
is in its initial stages and in-
cludes several efforts, from 
technology development to 
eventually implementing a 
slowdown zone in central 
Puget Sound, said Rachel 
Aronson, the program direc-
tor. Quiet Sound launched in 
January with $600,000 from 
state and federal agencies, 
ports and foundations.

The program grew out of 
a recommendation from the 
orca task force empaneled by 
Gov. Jay Inslee in 2018.

A first step toward a vessel 
slowdown initiative is a field 
trial for the hydrophones to 
help determine when orcas 
are in the area. So on a recent 
morning, Jason Wood, man-
aging director at SMRU, was 
out on the SoundGuardian, 
King County’s environmen-
tal research vessel, to check 

on the equipment.
Wood worked with Bob 

Kruger and other crew 
members to haul the device 
aboard, to replace its batter-
ies and check it over.

Then Kruger helped low-
er the equipment, weigh-
ing about a ton, back into 
the water with an overhead 
crane, setting it gently on 
the bottom, to keep right on 
listening. No southern res-
idents have been picked up 
on the device yet.

Efforts to quiet the wa-
ters come as the Salish Sea 
is poised to see more vessel 
traffic.

Issues with the global sup-
ply chain and cargo conges-
tion at ports recently have 
caused a big increase in the 
number of container ships 
and bulk carriers sitting at 
anchor, including in the Sal-
ish Sea.

In addition, 22 new or ex-
panding terminal and refin-
ery projects have been pro-
posed, permitted or recently 
completed that will increase 
vessel traffic, according to a 
2021 report by Lovel Pratt, 
marine protection and poli-
cy director for Friends of the 
San Juans, an environmental 
nonprofit.

Twelve of the 22 projects 
would add at least 2,634 

annual vessel transits to 
and from Salish Sea ports 
in British Columbia, in prime 
summer foraging habitat of 
the southern resident killer 
whales.

In all, 46% of the project-
ed increase in vessel traffic 
comes from the Trans Moun-
tain oil pipeline expansion, 
which will draw more tank-
er traffic to the area, and 
the Port of Vancouver’s pro-
posed Roberts Bank Terminal 
2, a new container shipping 
terminal proposed for the 
Fraser River Delta — where 
orcas hunt and a crucial Chi-
nook run returns.

If all of the proposed, per-
mitted and recently con-
structed projects in British 
Columbia are developed, it 
would result in at least a 25% 
increase in large, oceangoing 
commercial vessel traffic, 
compared with 2020 transits, 
according to the analysis.

Canada’s Trans Mountain 
Pipeline Expansion alone 
will add 696 annual tug es-
cort transits between the 
pipeline terminus in Burna-
by, B.C., and the entrance of 
the Strait of Juan de Fuca.

With human impacts only 
continuing to increase, noise 
is one problem that can be 
immediately addressed, 
Wood noted. It takes many 
years to rebuild salmon runs. 
PCBs were banned in 1979 
but are still bleeding into the 
environment.

But slowing a vessel can 
cut the noise it makes right 
away. And with enough par-
ticipants, the effect can make 
a difference in the orcas’ 
ability to feed.

“It’s pretty amazing,” 
Wood said of the success so 
far of the ECHO program. 
“That noise reduction con-
verts to foraging time the or-
cas get back.”
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Researchers listen for orcas in Puget Sound to help their survival

JUNEAU (AP) — Juneau 
has purchased a gondola in 
Austria for the city-owned 
ski area, but questions remain 
about long-term plans. Offi-
cials have expressed interest in 
working with the Goldbelt Na-
tive corporation on the project.

City officials recently signed 
a purchase agreement to buy 
the gondola system for $1.33 
million.

Deputy City Manager Rob-
ert Barr said the city is seeking 
bids from transport companies 
to bring the gondola to Juneau. 
Eaglecrest Ski Area has been 
looking for ways to expand 
summer operations and create 
opportunities for a more sus-
tainable year-round model.

City leaders last week autho-
rized City Manager Rorie Watt 
to negotiate an agreement with 
Goldbelt, which operates a tram 
near downtown and owns land 
near Eaglecrest.

Watt said Goldbelt has ex-
pressed interest in providing 
funding for up to $10 million 
for the installation of the gon-
dola and “other related im-
provements.”

“The rough proposal is that 
Goldbelt would provide fund-
ing in exchange for a contractual 
agreement to receive a percent-
age of summer ridership on the 
gondola,” Watt wrote.

Goldbelt may 
work with 
Juneau on new 
ski area gondola


